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FOREWORD 
 

The General Studies Examiners’ Report on the Performance of Candidates for 
Advanced Certificate of Secondary Education Examinations (ACSEE) 2014 was 
prepared so as to provide feedback to students, teachers, policy makers and 
other educational stakeholders on the candidates’ performance in this subject.  

This feedback is expected to provide an opportunity to prospective candidates 
and other concerned stake holders to learn from previous candidates’ strength 
and weaknesses in attempting different questions. The report shows the factors 
that account for candidates’ good/poor performance in General Studies by using 
candidates’ responses and extracts drawn from the scripts.  

The Advanced Certificate of Secondary Education Examination marks the end 
of two years of Advanced Secondary Education. It is a summative evaluation 
which among other things portrays the effectiveness of the educational system in 
general and education delivery system in particular. Essentially, candidates’ 
responses to the examination questions is a strong indicator of what the 
education system was able or unable to offer to the students in their two years of 
Advanced Secondary Education.  

The Council expects that the feedback provided and the suggested 
recommendations in the conclusion of this report will enable various 
stakeholders responsible for education to take appropriate measures to enhance 
the performance of students in General Studies. 

Finally, the Council would like to thank Examination Officers, Subject 
examiners and all individuals who participated in the preparation and processing 
of data used in this report.  

 

 

 

Dr. Charles E. Msonde 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY	  
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

This report analyses the performance of candidates in General Studies 
for Advanced Certificate of Secondary Education Examination 
(ACSEE) in 2014. The General Studies Examination covered the 
syllabus and adhered to the Examination Format.  
 
This paper had 8 questions distributed in four sections namely A,B,C 
and D. Candidates were required to answer  five  questions  by 
choosing one question from each of the four sections and the 
remaining  question from any. All questions were restricted response 
essay type and each question carried 20 marks. 

 
In 2014 Candidates who sat for the General Studies Examination were 
35,408 out of which 32,590 (92.44%) candidates passed while  in 2013 
a total of 42, 946 Candidates sat for General Studies examination of 
which 16,507 (38.53%) passed. This indicates that in 2014 the number 
of the candidates who passed increased by 53.91percent. 

 
The analysis on individual questions is presented in the following 
sections by highlighting the requirements of each question and 
conducting an analysis of the strength and weaknesses of candidates’ 
responses. Extracts of the candidates’ responses are inserted to 
illustrate some of the cases presented. 

 
It is expected that the report will be useful to stakeholders particularly 
the candidates, subject teachers, parents and educationists in general. It 
is also expected that the report will enable teachers to improve the 
teaching and learning of General Studies so as to minimize the 
students’ misconceptions on some of the topics. 
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2.0 ANALYSIS OF THE CANDIDATES’ PERFORMANCE PER 
QUESTION 
 
This section analyses the performance of candidates’ in each question 
by indicating the number of candidates who attempted each question 
and elucidate the quality of candidates’ responses for various score 
grouping identified in the analysis.  
 

2.1 SECTION A 
 

2.1.1 Question 1: Philosophy 

The question required the candidates to justify the contention that 
Tanzania`s philosophy of socialism identified itself with the poor and 
oppressed. This question was attempted by 15,736 candidates (44.1%) 
of which 32.9 percent scored a 0 mark where as 59.2 percent scored 
from 1 to 5 marks while those who scored from 6 to 10 marks were 7.5 
percent. Only 0.4 percent of the candidates were able to score from 11 
to 14.5 marks which were the highest scores in this question. 

The analysis of candidates’ responses reveals that candidates who 
scored a 0 mark in this question (32.9%) failed to interpret the demands 
of the question correctly. As a result, they supplied irrelevant responses 
which were not related to this question. Some candidates for instance, 
discussed on the weaknesses of philosophy of socialism such as: 

the absence of competition in politics and poor protection of 
human rights, poor infrastructure, lack of personnel, low 
wages, and poor living standards of the people, low 
production; underdevelopment and low technology 

Other candidates interpreted the question as the problems which faced 
socialism and its implementation in Tanzania. Apart from being wrong, 
their responses were accompanied by many grammatical errors which is 
an indication that the language of communication was also a problem to 
these candidates. The following extracts 1.1 and 1.2 illustrate such 
cases. 
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Extract 1.1 
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In Extract 1.1 the candidate went astray by discussing the problems 
which faced the implementation of the philosophy of socialism. 
Moreover, the English Language used was not impressive. 
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Extract 1.2  

 

Extract 1.2 the candidate misinterpreted the question by focusing on 
the weaknesses of socialism.  
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On the other hand, few candidates who performed fairly well (0.4%) 
were able to point out how Tanzania`s philosophy of socialism 
identified itself with the poor and oppressed. They came up with 
arguments to justify their response such as the philosophy being 
against all forms of exploitation and discrimination of man by man, 
encouraged communal ownership of major means of production, 
provision of free social services and supporting liberation movements 
in many countries. This is an indication that these candidates had 
knowledge on the subject matter though some did not exhaust all the 
required points while others were not able to provide detailed 
elaboration of some points hence they couldn’t score all the allotted 
marks for this question. Extract 1.3 illustrates this point. 

Extracts 1.3 
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Extract 1.3 represents a sample of a candidate who was able to justify the 
orientation of the philosophy of socialism towards the poor in Tanzania.  
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2.1.2 Question 2: Life Skills 

The question required the candidates to analyse six interpersonal 
skills and to show how they can be useful in people’s lives. The 
question was attempted by 17,820 candidates (50%). Their scores 
were as follows: 42 percent scored a 0, 51.2 percent scored from 1 to 
5 marks, 5.8 percent scored from 6 to 10 marks and 1 percent scored 
from 11 to 17 marks. 

It has been noted that candidates who scored a 0 mark (42%) some of 
them lacked knowledge of the question demands hence failed to 
analyse the interpersonal skills by providing irrelevant response such 
as: interpersonal skills are useful in people’s life in the areas of work; 
education; respect to other people; security; responsibilities of the 
person and how to obtain basic needs.  

Another weakness noted was some candidates’ misconception of the 
interpersonal skills with personal life skills, hence they embarked on 
discussing self-awareness, creativity, self-motivation and self-
employment which are not among the interpersonal skills. 
Furthermore, some candidates defined interpersonal skills as the 
ability of a person to do something without any assistance. In the 
main body, they erroneously argued that interpersonal skills help in: 
“decision making, self-reliance, critical thinking and self-
determination.”Such misconstruction varied from one candidate to 
another. Extracts 2.1 and 2.2 are samples of candidates who failed to 
identify the demands of the question.  
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Extract 2.1  
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In extract 2.1 the candidate went astray by referring to work, education, 
security and responsibility as interpersonal skills. 
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Extract 2.2  
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In extract 2.2 the candidate misinterpreted interpersonal skills to mean 
personal skills and therefore gave wrong responses such as self awareness, 
keeping time, education etc. 

Few candidates (1%) were able to interpret the question correctly and 
responded to some parts of the question accordingly. They provided 
an analysis of interpersonal skills such as peer resistance, friendship 
formation, empathy, effective communication, negotiation skills and 
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team working spirit. They could not score all the allotted marks due to 
their failure to show the usefulness of these skills as required. Many 
candidates in this category focused their attention in the first part but 
ignored the second part on how interpersonal skills can be useful in 
one’s life. The following extract 2.3 represents a sample of work of a 
candidate who was able to address the demands of question. 
Extract 2.3 
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Extract 2.3 is a sample of a relatively good response. The candidate 
showed the interpersonal skills and their usefulness as required. 
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2.2 SECTION B 
 

2.2.1 Question 3: International Affairs 

The question required the candidates to explain six functions of the 
Security Council of the United Nations Organization (UNO). The 
question was attempted by 14,564 candidates (40.9%) and their scores 
were as follows: Only 1.3 percent scored a 0 mark, 54.9 percent scored 
from1 to 5 marks, 39.1 percent scored from 6 to 10 marks and 4.7 
percent scored above 10 marks in which among them, only 13 
candidates (0.1%) scored from 15 to 19 marks which were the highest 
scores in this question. 

From the data presented above, it can be concluded that the question 
was performed averagely by the candidates. It wasnoted that some 
candidates who scored from 1 to 5 marks (54.9%) misunderstood the 
question by providing mixed functions for OAU and UNO which was 
an indication that they were not knowledgeable about the functions of 
these organs and they decided to guess for the correct responses. One 
candidate provided the following irrelevant functions of the UNO. 

protect the UNO offices in Addis Ababa; protect UNO`s 
conferences, protect the UNO`s leaders, make sure the 
UNO`s intended programs run safely and assist member 
states from external disturbance, provision of unity and 
solidarity; provision of social services; provision of enough 
infrastructure. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



17	  
	  

Extract 3.1 is a good example of a candidate who failed to meet the 
demands of the question. 

Extract 3.1  
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In extract3.1 the candidate lacked knowledge of the subject matter. 
He/she was able to point out one relevant function of the UNO that is 
peace and security nevertheless the elaboration of the point was 
insufficient. 

 
Furthermore, candidates who scored from 6 to 10 marks (39.1%) were 
able to explain some of the functions correctly but the quality of their 
essays were not good enough to deserve higher marks as they suffered 
from grammatical errors which hampered their self-expression 

On the other hand, there were very few candidates (0.1%) who scored 
from 15 to 19 marks. These candidates answered the question 
relatively well. Apart from having good introduction and conclusion, 
in the main body of their essays they were able to identify the 
functions of the Security Council. Extract 3.2 is an illustration of 
candidates who were able to address the demands of the question. 
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Extract 3.2 
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In extract 3.2 the candidate excelled in answering the question by 
explaining the relevant functions of the Security Council of the United 
Nations Organization. 

 



22	  
	  

2.2.2 Question 4: International Affairs 

The question demanded the candidates to examine six economic 
prospects for Tanzanians in the East African Cooperation (EAC). The 
question was attempted by 21,224 candidates (59.5%) of which 0.7 
percent scored a0 mark, 33.3 percent scored from 1 to 5 marks, 59.3 
percent scored from 6 to 10 marks and 6.7 percent scored from 11 to 
16 marks. 

The general performance of candidates was good as 66 percent of the 
candidates scored an average of 30 percent and as above. This is an 
indication that majority of the candidates had a good understanding of 
the matters pertaining to EAC. Many candidates were able to examine 
Tanzania’s economic prospects in the East African Cooperation like: 
expansion of market; employment; expansion of agricultural sector; 
improvement of infrastructure; progress in mining and tourism sectors 
and technological diffusion from the member states. Extract 4.1 
illustrates this point in case. 

Extract 4.1 
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Extract 4.1indicates the candidate who managed to examine Tanzania’s 
prospects in the EAC such as employment opportunity and expansion of 
markets. 

 

On the other hand, few candidates (0.7%) who scored a0 mark failed 
to understand the requirements of this question as a result they 
produced unrelated responses. Some candidates for instance, 
discussed the problems which Tanzania is experiencing as a member 
of the EAC such as unemployment, demand of high taxation, poor 
transport and communication system, influx of refugees, poor 
agriculture and industrial production and poor security. Furthermore, 
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other candidates instead of showing the economic prospects of 
Tanzanians in the EAC they generalized the social political and 
economic drawbacks to the EAC such as low level of education, 
language problems, and decline of Tanzanian culture, poor science 
and technology and shortage of capital which were all wrong. Besides 
that, some of the candidates could not explain even a single sentence 
in good grammatical English. The following is an extract of a  
candidate who failed to meet the demands of the question. 

Extract 4.2 
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In extract 4.2 the candidate misinterpreted the question hence provided 
irrelevant response such as poor transport and communication and lack of 
employment opportunities. 

2.3 SECTION C 
2.3.1 Question 5: Democratic Process and Practices 

The question demanded candidates to differentiate between direct and 
indirect democracy.  A total of 18,522 candidates (52%) of all the 
candidates attempted it and the performance was good as only 0.9 
percent of the candidates scored a 0 mark, 28.10 percent scored from 1 
to 5 marks, 59.50 percent scored from 6 to 10 marks and 11.50 percent 
of the candidates scored from 11 to 17 marks out of the 20 allotted 
marks for this question.  

It had been noted that the few candidates (0.9%) who performed 
poorly in this question lacked the knowledge required to differentiate 
the two concepts of democracy. One candidate, for instance said 
“direct democracy has free and fair election, responsible leaders, rule 
of law, observe human rights, has a constitution and transparency but 
indirect democracy lacks all those”. The candidate equated indirect 
democracy with dictatorships. Similarly, other candidates 
misconceived direct democracy and indirect democracy to mean 
democratic governments and non democratic governments. Along the 
same line of arguments one candidate argued that “direct democracy is 
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characterized by existence of a multiparty system while indirect 
democracy is characterized by existence of mono party system”. 
Moreover, one candidate pointed out that indirect democracy is 
practiced in countries where the ruler is the King or Queen while direct 
democracy is practiced in countries where the government is headed 
by the President. Another notable observation is candidate’s lack of 
English Language proficiency; in some few extreme cases candidates 
mixed English and Kiswahili in their presentations. For example one 
candidate used Kiswahili words like: inashughulikia; inafuata misingi 
ya sheria and inakuwa sharia inayofuatwa…,kwenye madaraka… etc. 
Extract 5.1 is an illustration of the candidate who  besides being unable 
to address the requirements of the question  lacked  English language 
proficiency to the extent of using some Swahili words in trying to 
marshal his/her arguments. 

Extract 5.1 

 

In extract 5.1 the candidate demonstrated two major problems, lack of 
knowledge of the subject matter and inability to express 
himself/herself in English Language, hence the candidate responded 
in both Kiswahili and English Languages.  
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It was also noted that the quality of candidate’s essays with 1 to 5 
marks (28.10%) was not good enough and lacked focus on the 
demands of the question. Other candidates did not observe the essay 
writing format which requires the candidates to begin with an 
introduction, main body and conclusion instead they presented the 
contrast on a chart with neither introduction nor conclusion. Extract 
5.2 is a sample of a candidate who did not observe the essay writing 
format. 

Extract 5.2 

 

In extract 5.2 the candidate gave insufficient explanation due to failure 
to observe the format for answering essay type questions, he/she used a 
chart to differentiate direct democracy from indirect  

The quality of the essays in the category of candidates with the score 
ranging from 11 to 17 (11.50%) was good because they were able to 
differentiate direct democracy from indirect democracy. The 
differences pointed out include  “direct democracy allows people to 
air their view in public timely and avoid the delay of information 
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while in indirect democracy there is a delay of information due to the 
procedures involved such as the timetable for the parliament or the 
council to hold the meetings, direct democracy involves all adult 
people in making decisions while in indirect democracy only few 
people are elected to represent the majority in making decisions for 
instance members of parliament and the councilors”. Extracts 5.3 
illustrates these points. 

Extract 5.3 
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Extract 5.3 is a sample of a relatively good response from a candidate 
who managed to differentiate direct democracy from indirect 
democracy. 

 

2.3.2 Question 6: Democratic Process and Practices 

The question required the candidates to explain six significances of 
elections in a democratic country like Tanzania. The question was 
attempted by 23,086 (64.8%) of all the candidates. The performance in 
this question was good as only 0.2 percent scored a 0 mark, 40.30 
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percent scored from 1 to 5 marks, 55 percent scored from 6 to 10 marks 
and 4.5 percent scored from 11 to 16 marks out of the 20 allotted marks 
for this question.  

The poor performance of the few candidates with a 0 mark (0.2%) was 
due to lack of required knowledge in the topic, misinterpretation of the 
question and poor English Language proficiency. The candidates’ 
deviations were manifested in different ways. Some of the candidates 
who lacked knowledge of the topic pointed out that election: control 
gender discrimination, provide unity, and control monopoly 
government while other candidates in the introductory part of their 
essays wrongly defined election to mean appointment of representatives 
to different posts, another definition put forward is election as the 
process of choosing President by voting. In the main body, some of the 
candidates went astray by pointing out features of a democratic 
government such as government is chosen by the people; maintain 
majority rule and minority rights and maintain peace and security. 
Extract 6.1 demonstrates the candidate’s inability to meet the demands 
of the question:  

Extract 6.1  
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In extract 6.1 the candidate wrongly defined elections as “appointment of 
representative to different post” while in the main body he/ she outlined 
some features of a democratic government like “majority rule and minority 
rights” instead of showing the significance of elections.  
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The category of candidates with the scores ranging from 6 to 10 marks 
(55%) were able to identify the demands of the question and demonstrated 
knowledge of the topic but their performance was affected by repetitions of 
some points, for example one candidate repeated the following points: 
election promotes participation of citizens in the political process of their 
country, election gives opportunity for people to contest for leadership 
position in the government and election gives equal opportunity to all 
citizens to choose leaders of their choice. All these points are in actual fact 
embedded in one point; citizen’s participation in the political process of their 
country. Besides that, some candidates were able to point out relevant points 
but their explanations were flawed and lacked clarity. 

On the other hand, few candidates (4.50%) managed to score from 11 to 16 
marks out of the 20 allotted marks for this question. These candidates were 
able to focus on the demands of the question and demonstrated good 
mastery of the subject matter. Some of the relevant points put forward 
include; election is significant in a democratic country because it effects 
good governance, establishes a legitimate government, involves citizens in 
the governments political process, promotes multipartism, consolidates 
democracy and helps to effect smooth transfer of power from one phase to 
another. Extract 6.2 below is an illustration of a relatively good response of 
a candidate who was able to address the needs of the question. 
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Extract 6.2 
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In extract 6.2 the candidate was able to point out the significance of 
election such as effect smooth transfer of power, promoting democracy 
and leaders’ accountability to the electorate.  

2.4 SECTION D 
 

2.4.1 Question 7: Science and Technology in Development 

The question required candidates to describe six undesirable effects of 
modern technology. The question was most popular as 32,820 (92.1%) 
of all the candidates attempted it of which 34.30 percent scored from 
11 to 18.5 marks, 59.10 percent scored from 6 to 10 marks, 6.50 
percent scored from 1 to 5 marks and only few candidates 0.1 percent 
scored a 0 mark out of the 20 allotted marks for this question. 

The quality of the candidates’ essays with higher marks ranging from 
11 to 18.5 marks (34.30%) was good as they were able to identify the 
demands of the question; demonstrated mastery of the subject matter to 
a larger extent and their English Language skills was relatively good 
with organizational skills. In the main body they pointed out the 
undesirable effects of modern technology as; environmental 
degradation, technological unemployment, decrease of natural 
resources, cultural distortion, technological accidents, sight problems, 
laziness, manufacture of deadly weapons and the fact that technology 
is expensive. However, the performance differed from one candidate to 
another depending on the clarity and depth of individual candidates’ 
response. Extract 7.1 is sample of a good response for this question. 
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Extract 7.1 
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Extracts 7.2 represent candidates who managed to describe the 
undesirable effects of modern technology like; moral erosion, 
environmental pollution, accelerated unemployment, promoted laziness 
and health hazards. 

Candidates who scored from 6 to 10 marks (59.10 %) were able to 
identify the requirements of the question, had knowledge of the subject 
matter and were able to construct some relatively good English 
Language sentences but their performance was affected by repetition 
of some points and failure to delineate all points required. One 
candidate, for example in this category pointed out destruction of local 
technology being one of the undesirable effects of modern technology, 
in the next paragraph the candidate pointed out destruction of our local 
industries as another independent point while in fact the two points 
mean the same. Another candidate pointed out increase of social evils 
in one paragraph and in the next paragraph discussed moral decay. The 
same trend was observed in connection with the point on 
environmental pollution. That being the case, many candidates failed 
to score higher marks. Another notable observation was candidates’ 
inability to exhaustively explain the undesirable effects of modern 
technology and establish its causal links with the points they had 
discussed.  

On the other hand, reasons behind poor performance of the few 
candidates who scored a 0 mark (0.1%) was the failure to address the 
demands of the question, poor mastery of the subject matter and their 
inability to express themselves in English language. Some candidates 
for instance, misinterpreted the words “undesirable effects” used in the 
question to mean “good effects.” The most discernible deviation put 
forward by candidates include; modern technology improves social 
services; improves quality of goods, improve human health, increase 
agricultural production as the result of application of fertilizers and 
improved seeds. Other candidates repeated one point throughout the 
essay, one candidate for example; pointed out environmental pollution, 
ozone layer depletion, land degradation and deforestation as 
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undesirable effects of modern technology throughout the essay. 
Similarly, other discussions revolved around moral decay associated 
with modern technology therefore some candidates repeatedly pointed 
out homosexuality, sexual harassment, prostitution, drug abuse and 
increase of social evils. Each of these points was treated by the 
candidates as an independent point. Extract 7.2 is a response of a 
candidate who failed to identify the demands of the question. 

Extract 7.2 
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Extracts 7.2 is a sample of a candidate’s response who discussed 
benefits of modern technology such as improvement of social services 
and improved agricultural production. 

 

2.4.2 Question 8: Contemporary/ Cross-cutting issues-Drug Abuse 

The question required the candidates to examine the root causes of 
drug abuse among the youth in Tanzania. It was attempted by 30,593 
candidates (85.8%) and their performance was good as only 15 
candidates  (0.04%) scored a 0 mark, 6.86 percent scored from 1 to 5 
marks, the majority of candidates (72%) scored from 6 to 10 marks 
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and 21.10 percent scored from 11 to 17.5 marks which was the highest 
score obtained by candidates in this question. 

Candidates who scored marks ranging from 11 to 17.5 marks (21.10%) 
were able to identify the demands of the question, demonstrated 
mastery of the subject matter and their arguments were coherently 
presented in such a manner that they were able to define drug abuse in 
the introduction and had good conclusions in which the majority 
suggested what should be done to solve the problem. Furthermore, 
they explained the root causes of drug abuse as poor parental care, 
unemployment, frustration, peer groups pressure, curiosity, and 
imitation from the media and profits made by drug traffickers. Extract 
8.1 is a sample of a response from a candidate who was able to meet 
the requirements of the question. 

Extract 8.1 
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Extract 8.1represents a candidate’s relatively good response. He/ 
she pointed out the root causes of drug abuse such as peer pressure, 
curiosity and poverty. 
 

The majority of candidates (72%) scored from 6 to 10 marks. The 
quality of the essays in this category was relatively good as they were 
able to identify the demands of the question, demonstrated knowledge 
of the subject matter and were able to construct some relatively good 
English Language sentences nevertheless their performance was 
affected by repetitions of points and inability to exhaustively examine 
the root causes of drug abuse among the youth in Tanzania. 

Candidates with the score ranging from 1 to 5 marks (6.86%) had their 
performance affected by inability to express themselves coherently in 
English Language, mixing correct and incorrect points. Some of them 
lacked focus as they discussed both the root causes and effects of drug 
abuse such as mental illness, termination from schools and unexpected 
pregnancy. They also suffered from the problem of repetitions. Besides 
that, their essays were too short to merit higher marks in the sense that 
they delineated few points which lacked clarity and exhaustive 
elaboration. 

On the other hand, few candidates who scored a 0 mark (0.04%) 
lacked correct interpretation of the question, had inadequate 
knowledge of the subject matter and had poor English Language skills. 
Most candidates in this category discussed the effects of drug abuse 
such as prostitution, lack of memory and death. Other candidates 
provided irrelevant causes of drug abuse such as  deforestation, soil 
erosion and population growth. Worse still, some candidates did not 
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write essays but they provided irrelevant outlines for the question. 
Extracts 8.2 shows an example of candidates who failed to meet the 
demands of this question. 

Extract 8.2 

 

 
 

In extract 8.2 the candidate lacked knowledge of the subject matter he/ 
she mentioned deforestation, soil erosion and population growth as the 
causes of drug abuse. Above all, English language used was not 
impressive. 



45	  
	  

3.0 CONCLUSION 

Analysis of the candidates’ performance in each question set in the 
examination indicates that the performance of candidates in the 
following topics; Science and Technology in Development, Drug 
Abuse, Democratic Process and Practice and International Affairs was 
good while the topics which were performed poorly by candidates are 
Philosophy and Life skills. The topic on Science and Technology in 
Development ranked higher in good performance with 93.4 percent of 
candidates who attempted this question scoring   the average of 30 
percent or above followed by Drug Abuse (93.1%), Democratic 
Process and Practice (65.25%) and International Affairs (54.9%). On 
the other hand, the topics on Philosophy and Life Skills were poorly 
done with only 7.9 percent and 6.8 percent of candidates respectively 
scoring the average of 30 percent or above (see Appendix). The 
analysis further indicates that despite the encouraging performance, 
concerted efforts are needed to address the shortcomings observed 
which include failure of some candidates to observe essay writing 
format, poor English Language proficiency, lack of knowledge in 
specified topic and inability to identify the task of the questions.  

4.0 RECOMMENDATIONS 

In order to improve the performance of candidates in General Studies, 
it is therefore recommended that; 

a) Teachers should exhaustively teach all topics shown in the syllabus 
and ensure that candidates understand the content properly. 
 

b) Teachers should teach students to understand/ identify the task 
required in a given question. 
 

c) Students must always read, speak and write in English in order to 
improve their language proficiency. 
 

d) The government and school owners should avail to schools the 
relevant teaching and learning materials to improve the teaching of 
General Studies subject.  
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e) There should be interschool General Studies clubs and debates with 
the idea of promoting students` knowledge of the subject- such 
knowledge include cross cutting issues, national and international 
issues. 
 

f) Candidates should read the examination questions carefully in order 
to be in a position to identify the requirement (s) of the question(s). 
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Appendix 
 

Candidates Performance in each Topic 

 

 

 

 

	  

S/N Topic No of 
Questions 

Percentage of 
Candidates who 

scored   an average 
of 30 % or above 

Remarks 

1 
Science and 
Technology in 
Development 

1 93.4 Good 

2 
Contemporary 
/crosscutting 
issues- Drug abuse 

1 93.1 Good 

3 Democratic Process 
and Practice 

2 65.25 Good 

4 International 
Affairs 2 54.9 Good 

5 
Philosophy 1 7.9 Weak 

6 
Life skills 1 6.8 Weak 




