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FOREWORD 

The National Examinations Council of Tanzania is pleased to issue the Advanced 
Certificate in Secondary Education Examination (ACSEE) 2014 report on the 
Performance of candidates in 112 History subject.  This report provides feedback 
to students, teachers, parents, policy makers and the public in general about the 
performance of the candidates. 

The Advanced Certificate in Secondary Education Examination marks the end of 
the two years of Advanced Secondary Education.  It is a summative evaluation 
which among other things shows the effectiveness of the education system in 
general and education delivery system in particular.  Essentially, candidates’ 
responses to the examination questions is a strong indicator of what the education 
system was able or unable to offer to the students in their two years of Advanced 
Secondary School education. 

The analysis presented in this report intends to contribute towards understanding of 
how the candidates responded in this examination. The report analyses the 
performance and factors behind candidates’ good/poor performance in each 
question.  The feedback provided will enable the educational administrators, 
school managers, teachers, students and other stakeholders to identify proper 
measures to be taken in order to improve candidates’ performance in future 
examinations administered by the Council. 

The National Examinations Council of Tanzania will highly appreciate comments 
and suggestions from teachers, students and the public in general that can be used 
in improving future performance in examinations. 

Finally, the Council would like to thank the Examination officers, examiners and 
all others who participated in the preparation of this report. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dr. Charles E. Msonde 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY	
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

 
The ACSEE 2014 History examination paper covered the 2009 Syllabus and 
the 2011 Examination Format. It consisted of two papers (1 and 2) and each 
paper comprised three (3) sections namely; A, B and C. Section A and B each 
comprised four (4) questions from which the candidates were required to 
choose two (2) questions from each section.  Section C had two (2) questions 
and the candidates were required to choose one (1) question from this Section.  
The candidates were required to attempt a total of five (5) questions in each 
paper and every question carried 20 marks. 

 
This report analyses the performance of 112 History for the Candidates who 
sat for the Advanced Certificate of Secondary Education Examination 
(ACSEE) in 2014. It aims at giving a feedback to the educational stakeholders 
on the performance of the candidates in each question by stating what the 
candidates were required to do in each question, highlighting the performance 
analysis and indicating candidates’ strengths and weaknesses in their 
responses. 

 
A total of 13,420 candidates sat for the ACSEE 112 History paper out of which 
13,308 candidates (99.9%) passed this examination with grade A - D while the 
rest 13 candidates (0.10%) failed by obtaining grade E - F.  Generally, 
candidates’ performance in this subject increased by 2.6 percent compared with 
that of 2013 in which out of 19,562 candidates who sat for that examination, 
18,987 candidates (97.33%) passed  and 520 candidates (2.7%) failed. 

 
Samples of candidates’ answers are attached to illustrate their responses.  It is 
expected that the report will enable teachers and students to improve the 
teaching and learning process of History subject. 
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2.0 ANALYSIS OF THE CANDIDATES’ PERFORMANCE IN EACH 
QUESTION: (PAPER ONE) 

 
2.1. Question 1 

This question was set from the topic “Pre-colonial African 
Societies”. It consisted of two parts; the first part required the 
candidates to analyse five characteristics of non antagonistic mode 
of production and the second part required the candidates to explain 
in detail three factors which transformed Communal societies to 
Feudalism. The question was opted by 61.6 % of all the candidates 
of which 0.1 percent  scored a 0 mark, 3.5 percent scored from 0.5 
to 5.5 marks, 32.3 percent scored 06 to 09.5 marks and 64.1 percent 
scored 10 marks and above. 
 
Candidates who scored from 10 to 18.5 marks and above managed 
to provide clear introductions by describing key concepts of 
Primitive Communalism and Feudalism.  Moreover, they were able 
to mention and clarify the characteristics of Primitive 
Communalism such as low levels of science and technology, 
absence of exploitation and collective ownership of the major 
means of production. They also explained the factors which 
transformed Primitive Communalism to Feudalism such as 
population growth, development of science and technology and the 
influence of environment. The scores in this group ranged from 10 
to 18.5 depending on candidates’ scope and clarity of their 
arguments with some showing greater mastery of the question’s 
subject matter than others. Extract 1.1 is an illustration of a 
candidate who performed well in this question. 
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Extract 1.1 
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Extract 1.1 indicates a sample of the candidates who managed to 
provide most of the relevant answers to this question. 
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Candidates who scored from 6 to 9.5 marks failed to exhaust the 
demands of the question.  Some provided partial answers on either 
the characteristics of communal mode of production or the factors 
which accelerated the transformation of African Communal 
societies while those who attempted both parts of the question either 
failed to exhaust the required number of points or  had weak 
arguments which could not merit higher scores. 
 
Candidates who scored from 0.5 to 5.5 marks depicted inadequate 
understanding of the task of the question. Some candidates for 
instance, managed to outline some correct points especially for the 
first part that is characteristics of Communal mode of production 
but failed to provide relevant explanations and examples while the 
majority in this group failed to attempt the second part of the 
question or rather indicated some relevant points but failed to 
elucidate them. 
 
Candidates who scored a 0 mark, failed to discover that the first non 
antagonistic mode of production stated in the question was 
Communalism and that the question comprised of two parts.  In that 
sense, many candidates hurriedly read the question with less 
keenness and thus ended up providing irrelevant points, for 
example, some probably due to limited knowledge on the term “non 
antagonistic,” analyzed antagonistic modes of production such as 
Slavery and Feudalism while others explained the developments 
that Pre-colonial African societies had attained. Extract 1.2 
illustrates an example of a part of the candidate’s responses who 
labored much to give the developments attained by Pre-colonial 
African societies rather than what the question demanded. 
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Extract 1.2 

 
Extract 1.2 indicates a candidate whose responses show various 
developments Africa has attained contrary to the demand of the 
question. 
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2.2 Question 2 
The question was drawn from the topic “Africa and Europe in the 
15th century”.  It called for candidates to discuss six factors which 
speeded up the differences in the levels of development between 
Africa and Western Europe from the 15th century.  It was attempted 
by 69.1 percent of all the candidates of which 0.2 percent scored 0 
mark, 9.8 percent scored from 0.5 to 5.5 marks, 40.7 percent scored 
from 6 to 9 marks and 49.3 percent scored from 10  to 16.5 marks.  
This question was attempted by majority of the candidates probably 
due to the fact that the topic from which the question was derived is 
very common and familiar to both students and teachers. 

 
Candidates who scored 10 marks and above managed to give 
appropriate reasons for disparity in development between Africa 
and Western Europe such as slave trade, unequal exchange, 
industrial Revolution, Colonialism, New – colonialism and 
Globalization. Generally, candidates in this group exhausted the 
required points in a way that satisfied the pre-requisites of the 
question as shown in a part of the candidate’s answer in extract 2.1. 
However, candidates’ marks in this group ranged from 10 to 16.5 
marks depending on the qualities of their responses. 
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Extract 2.1 
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Extract 2.1 indicates a candidate who managed to discuss the 
factors which caused Western Europe to outdo Africa in terms of 
development from the 15th century. 
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Candidates who scored from 6 to 9 marks gave few correct 
responses to show their understanding of the question but they 
failed to explain their points exhaustively as some incorporated 
incorrect factors like agrarian and demographic revolutions in their 
answers while others managed to expound few factors but failed to 
clarify them. 
 
The responses of candidates whose scores ranged from 0.5 to 05.5 
marks differed in clarity. Some candidates in this group managed to 
give relevant introductions but their answers were false while others 
managed to mention few factors which accelerated disparity in the 
level of development between Africa and Western Europe from the 
15th century but their explanations lacked clear evidences, 
elaborations and examples. 

 
Few candidates (0.2%) who scored a 0 mark showed total 
misconception of the question by providing answers which had no 
relationship with the task of the question. Majority of them 
compared the levels of development between Africa and Western 
Europe and the development attained by either of the continents 
from the 15th century. Furthermore, others went absolutely off truck 
by explaining the problems facing Africa, giving points like 
poverty, low level of technology, illiteracy, dependent economy and 
lack of capital.  Such candidates could not even present meaningful 
introductions. Extract 2.2 is an example of the candidates who 
compared the levels of development between Africa and Western 
Europe instead of discussing the factors that activated the disparity 
in the levels of development between Africa and Western Europe. 
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Extract 2.2 

 

 
In extract 2.2 the candidate went astray by comparing the levels of 
development between Africa and Western Europe instead of 
discussing the causes of disparity in the levels of development 
between Africa and Western Europe.  
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2.3 Question 3 
This question was constructed from the topic “People of African 
Origin in the New World”. In this question candidates were 
supposed to explain six factors for the rise of Trans - Atlantic Slave 
Trade. Only 45 percent of the candidates attempted it of which only 
0.1 percent scored a 0 mark, 8.3 percent scored from 0.5 to 05.5 
marks, 39.8 percent scored from 06 to 09.5 marks and 51.8 percent 
scored from 10 marks and above. 
 
Candidates who scored 10 marks and above, managed to explain the 
required points like climatic conditions, geographical position, the 
discovery of the New World and prior accumulation of capital.  
Additionally they showed logical flow of ideas and provided 
relevant examples. However, their marks varied from 10 to 16.5 
marks depending on the strengths of their arguments. Extract 3.1 is 
a part of the candidate’s responses which illustrate a good 
presentation of this question. 
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Extract 3.1 

Extract 3.1 shows a candidate who was able to explain the reasons 
for the rise of Atlantic Slave Trade. 

Candidates who scored from 6 to 9 marks failed to fulfill some of 
the demands of the question. Some candidates for example, were 
able to explain only few points while others repeated the points 
which actually meant the same, for example discovery of the New 
world and the Colonization of the New World were discussed 
separately by some candidates.  Moreover, some candidates 
provided correct points but had partial explanations and irrelevant 
examples. 
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The weaknesses of the candidates’ responses who scored from 0.5 
to 5.5 marks varied. Some provided relevant introductions but 
presented irrelevant answers which embraced mostly points on the 
reasons for the rise of Trans Saharan Trade, some managed to 
point out few relevant factors but failed to support them with 
sufficient elaborations and relevant examples while others 
combined relevant and irrelevant points. 

 
Candidates who scored a 0 mark failed to identify the requirements 
of the question hence ended up giving illogical points.  Some 
candidates for example, explained the general factors for the rise of 
the trade like availability of commodities, good infrastructure and 
security while others explained the effects of Slave Trade on 
Africa. A candidate’s part of responses in extract 3.2 is an example 
of such poor responses. 
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Extract 3.2 

 

 
Extract 3.2 is an example of the candidates who failed to grasp the 
task of the question hence responded on the effects of Slave Trade 
on Africa such as destruction of security, spread of Kiswahili, loss 
of man power and destruction of African culture contrary to the 
demand of the question. 
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2.4 Question 4 
The question was composed from the topic “From colonialism to 
the First World War (1880s to 1914)”. The candidates were required 
to assess the importance of agriculture in the colonial economy.  
The question was extensively omitted as only 23.3 percent of all the 
candidates opted for it. However, it was performed well since there 
was no any candidate who scored below 1 mark, 3.1 percent scored 
from 1 to 5.5 marks, 25.9 percent scored from 6 to 9.5  marks and 
the majority (71%) scored from 10 to 17 marks. 
 
Candidates who managed to score from 10 to 17 marks were able to 
present relevant and clear points which addressed the task of the 
question. Some of these points include; provision of raw materials, 
creation of markets, provision of employments, developing other 
sectors and provision of food.  However, the variation in their 
scores was determined by the strength of their arguments and 
relevancy of their examples. Extract 4.1 serves as an example of a 
good essay presentation in this question. 
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Extract 4.1 

 

 
Extract 4.1 is an example of the candidates who managed to 
explain most of the points which revealed the importance of 
agriculture in the colonial economy. 
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Candidates who scored from 6 to 9 marks provided incomplete 
explanations and lacked relevant examples to cement their 
arguments.  Moreover, few of them mixed ideas of the related issues 
like the effects and reasons of agriculture alongside the importance 
of agriculture in colonial economy.  
 
Candidate who scored from 1 to 5.5 marks, portrayed knowledge on 
the colonial economy in general but failed to focus on what exactly 
the question needed, for example, some wrote on the effects of 
colonial economy while others expounded on the reasons for the 
colonial economy or colonial agriculture and not its importance as 
the question demanded. They could score little marks from such 
points like provision of employment, food and establishment of 
transport and communication systems. Though such points resemble 
the importance of agriculture in the colonial economy, they earned 
low marks for giving partial explanations. Moreover, other 
candidates combined relevant and irrelevant responses and some of 
their explanations lacked clarity and facts to deserve high marks. 
Extract 4.2 indicates a part of the candidate’s partial responses 
which could not deserve high marks. 

 

Extract 4.2 

 
Extract 4.2 is an illustration of the candidate who mixed relevant 
and irrelevant points. However, his/her relevant points had 
insufficient explanations to deserve good marks. 
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2.5 Question 5 
Question five was derived from the topic “Colonial Economy and 
Social Services after the Second World War”. It tasked the 
candidates to examine six major social - economic changes in 
colonial economy after the Second World War.  It was among the 
least attempted question as only 38.7 percent opted for it. However, 
the performance of the candidates in this question was relatively 
good since only 0.1 percent scored a 0 mark, 4.1 percent scored  
from 0.5 to 5.5 marks, 29.8 percent scored from 6 to 9.5 marks 
while  many candidates (66%)  scored from 10 to 18.5 marks. Good 
performance in this question might have been caused by the 
popularity of the Colonial Economy topic which is taught in both 
Ordinary and Advanced levels therefore, many candidates could 
hardly score a 0 mark.  Even those who lost direction could at least 
score a mark or half mark from the introduction. Furthermore, those 
who wrote on other issues related to socio - economic changes in 
colonial economy after the Second World War like the effects of 
colonial economy still could earn little marks as all such issues 
explain the changes in colonial economy in one way or another. 
 
Candidates whose marks ranged from 10 to 18.5 marks revealed 
greater understanding and correct interpretation of the question.  
They were able to clarify the major socio-economic changes in 
colonial economy after the Second World War such as changes in 
agricultural and industrial sectors, expansion of trade, transport and 
communication systems. The differences in their scores were due to 
scope and strength of their arguments. The illustration in extract 5.1 
is an example of a good performance in this question. 
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Extract 5.1 
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Extract 5.1 is an example of the candidate who revealed with vivid 
examples the major social – economic changes which occurred in 
the colonial economy from 1945.  

 
Candidates who scored from 6 to 9.5 marks demonstrated better 
understanding of the demands of the question. However, their 
weakness was failure to fully exhaust the demands of the question.  
Some candidates for example, split the major points into sub-points 
hence found themselves repeating some points while others 
confined their explanations on one sector and some provided 
superficial explanations and lacked elaborative examples. 
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The explanations of the majority of the candidates who scored from 
0.5 to 5.5 marks based mainly on agricultural sector.  Even those 
who tried to focus their explanations on all sectors, their responses 
were too superficial to deserve higher marks. Surprisingly, some 
candidates mainly based their explanations on the effects of colonial 
economy. Such candidates scored some marks due to the fact that 
the changes required in the question are closely related to the effects 
of colonial economy.  
 

However, few candidates (0.1%) who scored a 0 mark wrote issues 
which had no relation with the colonial economy like effects of 
World War Two such as destruction of properties, death of people 
and the rise of Nationalism. The presence of the words “World 
War” in the question might have driven the candidates who read this 
question hurriedly to such responses. Extract 5.2 is an example of 
the candidates who responded irrelevantly. 
 

Extract 5.2 

 
Extract 5.2 is an example of the candidate who responded on the 
impact of the World War contrary to the demand of the question. 
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2.6 Question 6 
 

The question was formulated from the topic “Colonial Economy 
and Social Services after 1945”.  Candidates were supposed to 
expound the reasons as to why the colonialists preferred migrant 
labour to other forms of labour. This was one of the most opted 
questions and its performance was good since among 60.8 percent 
of all the candidates who attempted it, no any candidate  scored a 0 
mark, 2.6 percent scored from 0.5 to 5.5 marks, 34 percent scored 
from 6 to 9.5 marks and the majority (63.4%) scored 10 marks and 
above. 
 
Although there were variations on their scores due to differences in 
the degree of clarity in their arguments, candidates who scored 10 
marks and above were able to describe migrant labour and provide 
the reasons that substantiated its preference by giving points like 
saving cost of administration, avoidance of African resistances, 
ensuring ready market and constant supply of labour for European 
and manufactured goods. Such presentations boosted their scores as 
exemplified in a part of the candidate’s responses in extract 6.1. 
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Extract 6.1 

 
Extract 6.1 is a part of the responses of a candidate who managed 
to show the reasons as to why migrant labour system was 
prioritized during colonial economy.   

 
Candidates who scored from 6 to 9.5 marks managed to give few 
responses but lacked sufficient elaborations and examples in their 
presentations, for example, some of them mixed the reasons for the 
preference of migrant labour and effects of migrant labour while 
others could only explain few points in detail, leaving other points 
hanging with either poor or shallow explanations.  
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Some candidates who scored from 0.5 to 5.5 marks lacked sufficient 
explanations needed for higher scores. Some gave few correct 
points but failed to provide meaningful explanations and others 
wrote on the effects of migrant labour in which some points 
correlate with the asked question while others repeated the points. 
Moreover, some candidates provided very relevant introductions but 
their responses in the main body were irrelevant. Extract 6.2 is an 
example of such a case. 
 
Extract 6.2 

 

 
 

Extract 6.2 is an example of the candidates who misconceived the 
question by providing answers which resemble the reasons which 
made the colonialists to establish colonial economy in Africa. 
However, he/she managed to provide a related introduction. 
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2.7 Question 7 
This question was constructed from the topic “Influence of External 
Forces and the Rise of Nationalism and the Struggle for 
Independence.” It required the candidates to show the contributions 
of external factors for the rise of African Nationalism and the 
struggle for independence after 1945. It was one of the highly opted 
questions since the majority of the candidates (66.3%) attempted it 
and the performance was good as 75.4 percent scored 10 marks and 
above while only 7.5 percent scored from 0 to 5.5 marks in which 3 
candidates scored a 0 mark and 17.1 percent scored from 6 to 9.5 
marks.   
 
Candidates who scored from 10 to 18 marks managed to show how 
the external forces such as the role of USA, emergence of USSR, 
the role of UNO, decline of European imperialism, the role of 
returned soldiers, formation of Pan Africanism, contribution of Non 
Aligned Movement and the influence of Asian countries fuelled 
African nationalism and the struggle for independence. However, 
the differences in the clarity of their explanations and relevancy of 
their examples given caused the disparity in their scores. Extract 7.1 
is an example of a part of a candidate’s good responses. 
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Extract 7.1 

 
Extract 7.1 indicates a candidate who was able to show how 
external factors championed African nationalism and the struggle 
for independence. 

 

Candidates who scored from 6 to 9.5 marks managed to present 
good ideas and relevant points but failed to give detailed 
elaborations and convincing examples in some points.  Many of 
them could neither exhaust sufficiently the external factors nor 
provide relevant examples. 
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Most of the candidates who scored from 0.5 to 5 marks provided 
only related ideas on the African nationalism and others could only 
outline few correct points, nevertheless they failed to support them 
argumentatively. Moreover, other candidates’ responses were 
affected by poor explanations and lack of examples while others 
combined the external and internal factors. 

Candidates who scored a 0 mark probably either read the question 
hurriedly and therefore failed to grasp its demands or had a poor 
mastery of the subject matter which made them to misinterpret the 
question, for example, one candidate responded on the internal 
factors but astonishingly, another candidate responded on the 
reasons which accelerated the failure of African struggles for 
independence as exemplified in the extract 7.2. 
 

Extract 7.2 

 
Extract 7.2 shows a sample of a part of the candidate’s responses. 
This candidate explained the reasons which made African struggle 
for independence to fail. 
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2.8 QUESTION 8 
This question was set from the topic “Influence of External Forces 
and the Rise of Nationalism and the Struggle for Independence.” It 
demanded the candidates to analyse the contributions of Bandung 
Conference to the rise of African nationalism and the struggle for 
independence. It was among the least attempted question because 
only 33.2 percent of all the candidates attempted it. Moreover, its 
performance was also not good as only 49.1 percent scored from 10 
to 16.5 marks, 7.1 percent scored from 0.5 to 5.5 marks and 43.8 
percent scored from 6 to 9.5 marks. 
 
Candidates who scored from 10 to 16.5 were able to analyse the role 
of Bandung Conference to the development of African Nationalism 
and the Struggle for Independence by giving points such as the 
formation of Non Aligned Movement (NAM), promotion of unity 
and solidarity between African and Asian countries, provision of 
moral and material support and condemnation of all forms of 
exploitation and oppression. However, the degree of correctness of 
their explanations and examples varied as a result their scores 
differed too. Extract 8.1 shows an example of a good essay 
presentation of question 8. 
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Extract 8.1 

 
Extract 8.1 indicates a part of a relatively well argued answers in 
this question. 
 

Some candidates who scored from 6 to 9.5 marks managed to 
provide relevant points but were not able to score higher marks due 
to failure to elaborate them clearly while others lacked enough 
examples and presented partial explanations which included few 
irrelevant points. 
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Candidates who scored from 0.5 to 5.5 marks showed little 
conception of the requirements of the question. Some candidates 
probably on the basis of trial and era thought that the question was 
to be addressed by using the Bandung Conference vis-à-vis other 
factors which contributed to the development of African 
Nationalism such as the role of USA, USSR, UNO, independence of 
Asian countries and Pan Africanism. Such candidates scored some 
marks from the introduction and the conclusion. Others only 
managed to outline few points like, formation of Non-Aligned 
Movement (NAM), promotion of unity and solidarity and 
condemnation of all forms of exploitation and oppression but they 
failed to elaborate them clearly. The worst of all were those who 
presented wrong and unrelated ideas which had no coordination 
with the task of the question, for example, there were some 
candidates who provided some points which associated the 
Bandung Conference with the question of the struggle of people of 
African origin in America as illustrated in a part of the candidate’s 
responses in extract 8.2. 
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Extract 8.2. 

 
Extract 8.2 shows the responses of the candidate who associated 
the Bandung Conference with the question of the struggle of 
people of African origin in America. 
 

2.9 Question 9 
The question was drawn from the topic “Political and Economic 
Development in Tanzania since Independence”. Candidates were 
supposed to analyse six effects of colonial education in Tanzania. It 
was attempted by 49.3 percent of all the candidates and the 
candidates performed well since 9.7 percent scored from 0 to 5.5 
marks in which only 1 candidate scored a 0 mark, 55.8 percent 
scored from 6 to 9 marks and 34.5 percent scored 10 marks and 
above. 
 
Candidates who scored from 10 to 16.5 marks were able to exhaust 
the requirements of the question by pointing out factual and relevant 
points such as training people for white collar jobs due to its being 
theoretical thus failing to produce future experts, transmitting 
European values at the expense of African values, alienating 
Tanzanians by creating inequalities among the people and areas, 
and formation of elite class who later championed decolonization 
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struggles. Besides, they were able to provide stronger arguments to 
support their points as indicated in a candidate’s responses in 
extract 9.1. 
 

Extract 9.1 
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Extract 9.1 is the sample of the responses of a candidate who was 
relatively able to propound the impact of colonial education in 
Tanzania. 
 

Candidates who scored from 6 to 9.5 marks were able to identify the 
requirements of the question but failed to explain all the needed 
points exhaustively as some points contained shallow explanations 
and lacked vivid examples. Moreover, some mixed the correct 
points with points which relate to the content, methodology and 
structure of colonial education. 
 
On the other hand, candidates who scored from 0.5 to 5.5 marks, 
managed either to define the key terms of the question or mention 
the effects of colonial education in Tanzania without giving much 
explanations and examples. 
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A candidate who scored a 0 mark failed to give the effects of 
colonial education in Tanzania. He/she presented unrelated answers 
which could not address the needs of the question. Extract 9.2 
reveals such a case. 
 

Extract 9.2 

 
Extract 9.2 shows a candidate who provided irrelevant responses 
which could not address the question. 
 

2.10 Question 10  
This question was set from the topic “Political and Economic 
Development in Tanzania since Independence”. It called for 
candidates to explain six mechanisms the Tanzanian Government 
has been using in combating her social and economic challenges to 
development since independence. It was attempted by 50.2 percent 
of all candidates. Unlike question 9 which was attempted by only 
49.3 percent, this question had a relative higher frequency in section 
C. The majority of the candidates attempted this question probably 
due to its being interdisciplinary since issues relating to the 
government’s efforts to tackle socio-economic problems are taught 
in other subjects like Geography and General Studies.  Alongside 
the mentioned subjects, information about Tanzania Socio – 
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Economic and Political Development is very common in media 
sources, seminars, workshops, conferences and in special occasions 
like Independence Day, Union Day, Nyerere Day and in political 
rallies. The performance of the candidates in this question was also 
good since 4.7 percent scored from 0 to 5.5 mark in which only 1 
candidate scored a 0 mark, 41.3 percent scored from 6 to 9.5 marks 
and 54 percent scored 10 marks and above. 
 
Candidates who scored from 10 to 18.5 marks revealed a good 
mastery of the subject matter.  They were able to provide relevant 
points such as checking corruption, exploitation of mineral 
resources, expansion of social services and diversification of the 
economy. Many could substantiate their arguments with relevant 
examples. However, their scores varied depending on the 
comprehensiveness of explanations and appropriateness of 
examples given. Extract 10.1 is an example of good responses in 
this question.  
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Extract 10.1 

 

Extract 10.1 indicates a part of good responses in question 10. This 
candidate managed to explain various mechanisms which have been 
used by the Tanzanian government in combating her developmental 
challenges. 
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Candidates who scored from 6 to 9.5 marks provided partial 
explanations and lacked clear examples.  The majority in this 
category fragmented major points into sub – points, for example, 
diversification of the economy and industrial and agricultural 
development were treated as separate points but in real sense they 
actually mean the same. With such limitations, such candidates 
could not score beyond 9 marks.   
 
Candidates who scored from 0.5 to 5.5 marks could only show very 
little understanding of the subject matter. Many could only outline 
the points but failed to support them with strong arguments and 
examples.  Some scored a mark or half a mark on the introductory 
part but could not score any mark in the main body.   

 
A candidates who scored a 0 mark misinterpreted the question 
hence deviated from the task of the question by examining the 
challenges to development contrary to the demand of the question. 
Extract 10.2 designates a sample of such wrong responses. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

39

Extract 10.2 

 

 
Extract 10.2 shows a candidate who explained the problems facing 
the Tanzanian government in her developmental efforts such as lack 
of suitable education, poor government policy and lack of control of 
rapid population growth contrary to the demand of the question. 
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3.0 ANALYSIS OF THE CANDIDATES’ PERFORMANCE IN EACH 
QUESTION: (PAPER TWO) 

 

3.1 Question 1 
The question was drawn from the topic “Imperialism and the 
Territorial Division of the World.” It constituted two parts, in the 
first part, candidates were supposed to explain three reasons which 
speeded up the changes from Competitive to Monopoly Capitalism 
and in the second part to appraise five economic features of 
Imperialism from the Marxist - Leninist view. This was among the 
least attempted questions as only 22.1 percent of all the candidates 
opted for it.  Moreover, candidates performance in this question was 
generally good since only 0.3 percent scored a 0 mark, 13.3 percent 
scored from 0.5 to 5.5 marks, 24 percent scored from 6 to 9.5 marks 
and 62.4 percent scored from 10 to 20 marks. 
 
Candidates whose marks ranged from 10 to 20 managed to give 
relevant points and provide vivid examples. They elucidated points 
like Economic Depression of 1873 - 1895, competition of small 
industrial enterprises and the class struggle between the proletariats 
and the bourgeoisie as the reasons for the transition from 
competitive to monopoly capitalism. On the other hand, they gave 
points like concentration and centralization of capital in few hands, 
merging of bank and industrial capital, export of capital, division of 
the world among capitalist associations and division of the world 
among great Imperialist powers as the features of Monopoly 
Capitalism. However, candidates’ scores varied from 10 to 20 
depending on the severity of shortcomings in their responses like 
lack of sufficient examples and good explanations. Extract 11.1 
serves as an example of a part of a candidate’s good responses in 
this question. 
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Extract 11.1 
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Extract 11.1 portrays an example of the candidate who responded 
relatively well in this question. He/ she managed to show how 
Competitive Capitalism transformed into Monopoly Capitalism and 
stipulate the features of Imperialism from Marxist – Leninist view. 
 

Candidates who scored from 6 to 9.5 marks, showed some strength 
in their points by giving some relevant explanations. However, they 
portrayed some weaknesses since some managed to answer well one 
part of the question and poorly on the other part. Even those who 
answered both parts lacked factual elaborations and examples in 
some points while others could not meet the required number of 
points. 
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Candidates who scored from 0.5 to 5.5 marks provided very little 
explanations to support their views for higher scores, for instance, 
some of them lacked factual explanations, others failed to meet the 
required number of points indicated on the question while others 
combined correct and incorrect responses for example mixing the 
characteristics of competitive and monopoly capitalism. Moreover, 
others answered only one part of the question while others answered 
both parts but managed to score some marks in one part only. 

 
Candidates who scored a 0 mark presented incorrect responses for 
instance, some explained the general factors for the development of 
Capitalism like Agrarian, Demographic and Scientific Revolutions 
and the characteristics of competitive capitalism by giving points 
like low competition among enterprises, absence of protectionism 
and exportation of commodities others went far by pointing out the 
features of mercantilism such as bullionism and protectionism while 
others gave general characteristics of capitalism. Extract 11.2 
indicates a candidate who provided wrong responses in this 
question. 

 
Extract 11.2 
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Extract 11.2 is an example of the responses from the script of one 
of the candidates who went astray by explaining the general 
factors for the development of capitalism and the characteristics 
of merchantalism contrary to the demand of the question. 

 
3.2 Question 2 

The question was composed from topic “Rise of Capitalism in 
Europe”. The prerequisite of the question was to elaborate the 
causes responsible for the acceleration of the British Industrial 
dominance. The question was attempted by 42.7 percent of the  
candidates of which 0.6 percent scored  a 0 mark, 12.1 percent  
scored from 0.5 to 5.5 marks, 11.7 percent scored from 6 to 9.5 
marks and 75.6 percent scored from  10 to 18 marks.  
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Candidates who scored from 10 to 18 marks managed to elaborate 
with vivid examples the reasons which precipitated British 
industrial supremacy such as the rise of Mercantilism, development 
of science and technology, Agrarian Revolution, Demographic 
Revolution, political stability and presence of raw materials. The 
variations in their scores were due to shortage of some essential 
attributes for higher scores such as failure to exhaust the required 
number of points, lack of sufficient examples in some points and 
partial explanations in some points. Extract 12.1 designates a 
sample of relatively good responses.  
 
Extract 12.1 
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Extract 12.1 is an example of a candidate who was able to 
elaborate the reasons which accelerated British industrial 
hegemony. 

 
Candidates who scored from 6 to 9.5 marks had several weaknesses 
such as giving incorrect points alongside the correct ones, giving 
insufficient points and lacking adequate explanations and relevant 
examples in some of their arguments. However, they provided 
stronger elaborations and some relevant examples in some points.  
 
Candidates who scored from 0.5 to 5.5 marks had inadequate 
knowledge of the subject matter. Many could explain some few 
points or combine relevant and irrelevant responses by giving for 
instance, the factors which accelerated British industrial hegemony 
and the factors which championed the decline of British Capitalism. 
Moreover, most of the examples given were false. Such weaknesses 
account for their relatively poor performance. 
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Candidates who scored a 0 mark failed to interpret the question as a 
result some elaborated the factors for the decline of British 
capitalism by citing points like the London exhibition of 1851, the 
transition from competitive capitalism to monopoly capitalism and 
effects of the World Wars, others gave the effects of either the rise 
or the decline of British capitalism by giving points like the rise of 
USA as the leading capitalist superpower and the decolonization of 
Africa. Moreover some explained the effects of industrial revolution 
by giving responses such as the rise of towns, exploitation of 
workers and technological advancement. Extract 12.2 represents the 
responses of a candidate who misconceived the question. 
 
Extract 12.2 

 
Extract 12.2 shows a part of the candidate’s responses. This 
candidate explained the reasons for the decline of British 
Capitalism contrary to the demands of the question. 
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3.3 Question 3 
The question was set from the topic “Rise of Democracy in 
Europe”. It consisted of two parts; the first part called for candidates 
to explain three political reasons for the 1789 French Revolution 
and the second part tasked the candidates to evaluate three 
contributions of the French Revolution towards the development of 
democracy in Europe. This was among the highly opted questions 
since 86.4 percent of the candidates attempted it. Its performance 
was also good since only 2 candidates (0.0%) scored a 0 mark , 3.0 
percent scored from 0.5 to 5.5 marks, 38.4 percent scored from 6 to 
9.5 marks and  more than a half (58.6%) scored from 10 to 18.5 
marks. 
 
Candidates who scored from 10 to 18.5 marks were able to explain 
the three political reasons for the 1789 French Revolution such as 
the influence of the English Revolution, American war of 
independence, autocratic leadership of the king and the role of 
philosophers. They also appraised the three contributions of the 
revolution to the development of democracy in Europe such as 
abolition of slavery in French colonies, formulation of the 
constitution and reduction of the power of monarchies. However, 
even in this group some candidates failed to fully exhaust the 
demands of the question as they could only perform well in one part 
of the question and poorly on the other part by providing partial 
explanations and false examples in some points. Extract 13.1 is a 
sample of the responses from the candidate who performed 
relatively well in this question. 
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Extract 13.1 
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Extract 13.1 indicates a candidate who managed to provide the 
political causes of French Revolution and its contribution to the 
development of democracy in Europe. 
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Although the candidates who scored from 6 to 9.5 marks showed 
some substantial strength compared to the next group (0.5 to 5.5 
marks), the candidates’ responses contained varieties of weaknesses 
which hindered them from scoring more marks.  Such weaknesses 
included; mixing correct and incorrect points on both parts of the 
question, lacking in-depth explanations of some points and 
responding to one part of the question only. Most candidates read 
the question superficially hence failed to realize that the first part of 
the question tasked them to explain only the political causes of 
French Revolution thus they provided the general causes of French 
Revolution.  
 
Candidates who scored from 0.5 to 5.5 marks showed a number of 
limitations such as responding to one part of the question, 
combining ideas of both political and the socio-economic causes, 
failing to provide even a single correct contribution of the French 
Revolution towards the development of democracy in Europe, 
providing a mixture of correct and incorrect points and giving poor 
explanations and irrelevant examples. 

  
Candidates who scored a 0 mark deviated from the requirements of 
the question by responding on the economic causes of French 
Revolution and providing uncoordinated issues which could not 
match anyhow with the correct responses. Extract 13:2 is an 
example of the candidate who provided irrelevant answers. 
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Extract 13.2 

 
Extract 13.2 shows a part of the candidate’s responses. This 
candidate provided the economic causes of French Revolution 
contrary to the demand of the question. 

 
3.4 Question 4 

Question four (4) was set from topic “Rise of capitalism in Europe.” 
Candidates were to assess six contributions of mercantilism towards 
the rise of capitalism in Europe. Although few candidates (47.5%) 
attempted this question the performance of the candidates was good 
since 2.3 percent scored from 0 to 5.5 marks in which only 3 
candidates scored a 0 mark, 19.3 percent scored from 06 to 9.5 
marks and the majority (78.4%) scored from 10 to 18 marks. 

 
Candidates who scored 10 marks and above were able to assess the 
significances of Mercantilism to the rise of Capitalism in Europe by 
giving points like provision of markets, development of financial 
institutions, provision of raw materials and technological 
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improvement. However, their scores varied depending on the 
completeness of their elaborations, flow of ideas and relevancy of 
their examples. Extract 14.1 is an example of a candidate who 
abided by the question demands.  
 
Extract 14.1 
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Extract 14.1 shows a candidate who managed to assess the role 
played by Merchantalism to the development of Capitalism. 
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Candidates who scored from 6 to 9.5 marks had various weaknesses 
such as failing to exhaust the demanded number of points, mixing 
the correct and incorrect responses and providing few relevant 
explanations and examples. All these hindered them from scoring 
higher marks. 
 
Candidates who scored from 0.5 to 5.5 marks could only give 
related ideas on the Commercial Revolution but lacked clear 
elaborations to meet the requirement of the question while others 
outlined few correct points but lacked satisfactory explanations and 
related examples.  

 
Candidates who scored a 0 mark showed misconception of the 
question by responding haphazardly on other types of Revolutions 
such as Industrial, Agrarian and Political Revolutions. The use of 
the word “Revolution” in the question might have trapped these 
candidates hence decide to respond to other Revolutions. 
Surprisingly, one candidate responded on the effects of Slave Trade 
on Africa. Extract 14.2 is an example of the poor responses in this 
question. 
 
Extract 14.2 
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Extract 14.2 indicates a candidate who wrongly responded on the 
effects of Slave Trade on Africa by providing points such as the 
rise of African states, introduction of new crops, fall of of African 
kingdom and depopulation.   
 

3.5 Question 5 
Question five (5) was derived from topic “Threats to World Peace 
after the Second World War”. The question required the candidates 
to give detailed explanations on how the Cold War developed 
between 1945 and 1953. This was among the least opted but highly 
performed questions as 20.9 percent of the candidates attempted it 
of which only 0.1 percent scored a 0 mark, 4.5 percent scored from 
0.5 to 5.5 marks, 25.7 percent  scored from 6 to 9.5 marks and the 
majority of the candidates (69.7%) scored from 10 to 17 marks. 

 
Most candidates avoided this question because the topic from which 
it was set is probably less popular and not appealing to many 
candidates and teachers in comparison to other topics in this section 
like the “Rise of Dictatorship in Germany, Italy and Japan and the 
emergence of USA as a new Capitalist Superpower”. 
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Candidates whose scores ranged from 10 to 17 marks were able to 
elucidate points like the disagreements between USSR and USA at 
Yalta and Potsdam conferences, the Iron Curtain Speech made by 
Churchill, Establishment of Communism in Eastern Europe, the 
Truman doctrine  and the Marshal Plan, the Berlin blockade and 
airlift  and  formation of the Communist Information Bureau and 
NATO. Using these points, they managed to   show how Cold War 
developed between 1945 and 1953. However, the variations in their 
scores depended on the degree of sufficient explanations and 
examples and ability to meet the required number of points. Extract 
15.1 is an example of the candidates who performed well. 
Extract 15.1 
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Extract 15.1 shows an example of the candidate who provided 
relevant points. 

 
Candidates who scored from 6 to 9.5 marks had different limitations 
in presenting their responses, for example, some explained the 
factors for the rise of Cold War, manifestations of the Cold War and 
the impact of the Cold War. Their arguments on such areas enabled 
them to score some marks ranging from 6 to 9.5 because such areas 
are closely linked to what the question required. 
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Candidates who scored from 0.5 to 5.5 marks showed inadequate 
understanding of the question since some could not elaborate clearly 
the few points which they managed to mention. 

 
Candidates who scored a 0 mark wrote irrelevant responses.  Their 
explanations were featured by illogical facts hence it was 
impossible to realize what they intended to delineate. Extract 15.2 
provides a good example. 

 
Extract 15.2 

 
Extract 15.2 shows a part of the candidate’s responses. This 
candidate explained on the points which resemble the causes of the 
rise of dictatorship in the World and reasons which forced the 
imperialist powers to seek for colonies. 



 
 

61

3.6 Question 6 
Question six (6) was drawn from the topic of “Emergence of USA 
as a new Capitalist superpower”. Candidates were to analyse six 
factors for the rise of USA capitalism. This was one of the question 
with high frequency and its performance was relatively good since 
83.7 percent of the candidates attempted it of which only 1.7 
percent scored from 0 to 5.5 marks in which 4 candidates scored a 0 
mark, 14 percent scored from 06 to 9.5 marks and many candidates 
(84.3%) scored from 10 to 18.5 marks. 
 
Candidates who scored 10 marks and above understood the 
question clearly, made proper interpretation and revealed good 
essay writing skills. These candidates were able to give strong 
arguments on points like the Monroe doctrine, the US Open Door 
policy, good US policies of immigration, the collapse of USSR and 
the decline of British supremacy, presence of abundant natural 
resources in USA, USA isolation policy and the role of Marshall 
Plan. However, candidates’ marks in this group varied from 10 to 
18.5 marks depending on the completeness and relevancy of their 
explanations and examples. Extract 16.1 is a part of a candidate’s 
responses which illustrate a relatively good answer in this question.  
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Extract 16.1 
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Extract 16.1 connotes a sample of a good answer in this question. 
This candidate managed to put down factors which propelled the 
US Capitalism. 
 

Candidates who scored from 6 to 9.5 marks their answers differed 
in their strength and weaknesses.  Although some provided the 
required number of points, they lacked clear elaborations and 
substantive examples; some explained only few correct points 
clearly and provided superficial explanations in other points.  
Similarly, others failed to exhaust the required number of points 
while others combined relevant with irrelevant points. 
 
Candidates who scored from 0.5 to 5.5 marks had little ability as 
they could only manage to mention few factors for the rise of USA 
capitalism without giving clear explanations and relevant 
examples.  Many candidates in this category could only score 
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marks on the introduction as their main bodies and conclusions had 
shortcomings similar to those showed by the previous group. 

Few candidates who scored a 0 mark could not write the factors for 
the rise of USA capitalism. Some  responded on the factors for the 
rise of European Industrial Capitalism and others provided answers 
which had  no connection with the rise of USA as a new Capitalist 
superpower as shown in one of the candidate’s responses in extract 
16.2. 

Extract 16.2 

 

Extract 16.2 is an example of the candidate who presented points 
such as Black death, War of Roses and Calvinism theory which 
were completely irrelevant to the question. 

3.7 Question 7 
This question was derived from the topic “The Rise of Dictatorships 
in Germany, Italy and Japan”. It demanded the candidates to explain 
six reasons for the inevitability of fascism in Italy. It was one of  the 
highly attempted and well performed questions as 71.3 percent of 
the candidates  attempted it of which the majority (88.4%) scored 
from 10 to 17.5 marks while  only 1.0 percent scored from 0 to 5.5 
marks in which 1 candidate scored a 0 mark and 10.6 percent scored 
from 6 to 9.5 marks. 
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Candidates who scored from 10 to 17.5 marks presented relevant 
and clearly explained points such as the effects of the First World 
War, the Versailles Treaty of 1919,  fear of the  spread of 
Communism, instability of the Italian government, the role of 
Benito Mussolini and the 1929 – 1933 Great Economic Depression.  
However, the difference in their scores reflected the difference in 
clarity of their arguments.  Extract 17.1 is an example of a good 
essay presented which was provided by one of the candidate. 

 

Extract 17.1 
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Extract 17.1 is an example of the candidate who managed to show 
the conditions which made the Italian Fascism inevitable. 
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On the other hand, candidates who scored from 6 to 9.5 marks were 
able to explain most of the required responses but could not show 
clear explanations and give relevant examples. Moreover, they 
lacked logical sequence in their arguments and their responses 
portrayed incorrect responses alongside correct ones such as using 
points on Nazism in Germany and Fascism in Italy interchangeably, 
for example, some stated that fascism in Italy was introduced by 
Adolf Hitler and Italy was denied colonies in Africa following the 
Versailles Treaty while in a real sense, it was Germany whose 
colonies were confiscated. 

Some of the candidates who scored from 0.5 to 5.5 marks mixed 
examples of Nazism in Germany with Fascism in Italy for example, 
they mentioned Adolf Hitler as the Italian fascist leader instead of 
Benito Mussolini while others managed to explain only few relevant 
points. Moreover, a candidate who scored a 0 mark failed to 
interpret the question correctly hence gave wrong ideas which had 
no relation with the task of the question.  

3.8 Question 8 
This question tasked the candidates to analyse six effects of 
Bolshevik Revolution on Africa. It was derived from the topic “The 
Rise of Socialism”. The majority of the candidates (76.9 %) opted 
for it and their performance was generally good since only 6 
candidates (0.2%) scored a 0 mark, 4.3 percent scored from 0.5 to 
5.5 marks, 20.7 percent score from 06 to 9.5 marks and 74.8 percent 
scored from 10 to 17 marks. 

Candidates who scored 10 marks and above were able to analyse the 
effects of the Bolshevik Revolution on Africa by arguing on points 
like decolonization process, spread of socialist ideologies, formation 
of Non-Aligned Movement in which Africans joined and  formation 
of one party states. However, the differences in their scores were 
determined by the differences in the clarity of their arguments as 
some managed to provide in-depth explanations with variety of 
examples while others ran short of examples in some of their points. 
Extract 18.1 is a part of the candidate’s responses who performed 
well in this question. 
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Extract 18.1 

 

Extract 18.1 is a candidate who managed to show how Africa was 
affected by the Russian Revolution. 

Although most of the candidates who scored from 6 to 9 marks tried 
to meet the demand of the question, some fell short of explanations 
to support their points, others could not sufficiently exhaust the 
points and others produced partial responses in some points. 

On the other hand, candidates who scored from 0.5 to 5.5 marks 
analysed the relevant impact but failed to make clear clarifications 
on most of the points. Other candidates analysed only some few 
points. Some candidates for example explained the impact of Russia 
Socialist Revolution on African nationalism and struggle for 
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independence only. Such candidates scored some marks because the 
Revolution motivated nationalist struggles in Africa through the 
formation of Non-Aligned movement and provision of moral and 
material support. However, others could only outline few points 
which lacked clarity and vivid examples. 

Candidates who scored a 0 mark depicted a number of weaknesses 
probably due to failure to interpret the Bolshevik Revolution as the 
October Russian Revolution. Some associated this Revolution with 
termination of colonialism in Africa, for example, one candidate 
stated that: 

“Bolshevik Revolution on Africa was the process of 
overthrowing the colonial administration in Africa…people 
have to be free, grew of some states like Songhai and 
Mali…”.  

This quotation proves that the candidate had insufficient knowledge 
since he/she incorporated historical events which had no any 
relationship with Bolshevik Revolution. Moreover, some pointed 
out the general effects of Revolution as illustrated in the Extract 
18.2 
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Extract 18.2 

Extract 18.2 shows a candidate who explained on the Bolshevik 
Revolution in Africa which in real sense does not exist. 
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3.9 Question 9 
This question was drawn from topic “Neo-Colonialism and the 
Question of Underdevelopment in the Third World Countries”. The 
pre-requisite of this question was to show the mechanism through 
which Neo-colonialism operates in Africa. The question was opted 
for by many candidates than its counterpart (question10) in this 
section as 71.5 percent of the candidates attempted it. Moreover, the 
candidates’ performance was also good since 1.5 percent scored 
from 0 to 5.5 marks in which only 3 candidates scored a 0 mark, 
13.2 percent scored from 06 to 09.5 marks and 85.3 percent scored 
from 10 to 17.5 marks. 

Candidates who scored from 10 to 17.5 marks depicted a clear 
interpretation and understanding of the question hence provided 
more convincing arguments. They elaborated convincingly the 
means through which neo-colonialism is implemented in Africa by 
the use of historical evidences such as through provision of aids and 
loans, establishment of military bases in African countries, through 
cultural means, the use of puppet leaders and export of financial 
capital and expatriates. The variations in their performances were 
determined by the strengths of their explanations and relevance of 
their examples. Extract 19.1 illustrates a good example of this 
question. 
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Extract 19.1 

 

Extract 19.1 is a part of the candidate’s responses. This candidate 
managed to explain the ways through which Neo colonialism is 
implemented in Africa. 

Candidates who scored from 6 to 9.5 marks were able to show a 
better understanding of the question but could not score higher than 
9.5 marks because of a number of weaknesses which were portrayed 
in their responses, for example, some combined correct and 
incorrect responses like how neo-colonialism is implemented and 
how it can be eliminated while others could mention relevant points 
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but provide partial explanations and failed to show substantive 
arguments and relevant examples while others wrote few points.  

Candidates who scored from 0.5 to 5.5 marks had various 
weaknesses; some of them could provide relevant introductions but 
went astray in the main bodies, some mentioned few correct points 
but failed to elaborate them while others provided partial 
explanations on some few points. 

Candidates who scored a 0 mark provided irrelevant points which 
had nothing to do with the implementation of neo-colonialism in 
Africa. These candidates confused neo-Colonialism with the 
colonization of Africa hence failed to comprehend the needs of the 
question. This was probably due to hurriedly reading of the 
question, failure to grasp the task of the question due to problems in 
English language or lack of knowledge in this topic. Consequently, 
some explained the ways used by the colonialists to implant 
colonial rule in Africa while others explained mechanisms used to 
introduce and maintain colonial exploitation.  Extract 19.2 is an 
example of the candidate who wrote on the ways used to 
introduce/maintain colonial exploitation. 

Extract 19.2 
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Extract 19.2 indicates a candidate who responded on the points 
which resemble the ways used by Europeans to implant colonial 
economy in Africa contrary to the demand of the question. 
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3.10 Question 10 
This question was also constructed from topic “Neo-colonialism 
and the Question of Under-development in the Third World 
Countries”. The pre-requisite of the question was to appraise the 
challenges of the South - South Dialogue. The question was opted 
by only 28 percent of all candidates whereby 0.1 percent scored a 0 
mark, 1.5 percent scored from 0.5 to 5.5 marks, 16.7 percent scored 
from 06 to 9.5 marks and 81.7 percent scored from  10 to 17.5 
marks. 

Unlike question nine (9), this question was attempted by few 
candidates probably due to the fact that South-South dialogue is not 
as popular and interdisciplinary sub topic as Neo-colonialism. 

Candidates who scored from 10 to 17.5 marks portrayed a clear 
understanding of the question by giving correct points, clear 
elaborations of the points, good flow of ideas and relevant 
examples. Such candidates were also able to make good 
introductions and logical conclusions and they explained arguments 
such as dependence on the North, economic differences, rivalry 
among the countries of the South, civil wars, lack of capital, natural 
calamities and political instabilities. However, even in this category, 
some had few shortcomings like lack of clear elaborations, failure to 
provide relevant examples in some points and a few cases of points 
segmentations, this accounted for a fluctuation of their scores but 
did not greatly affect their good performance. Extract 20.1 shows a 
sample of the responses of a candidate who performed well in this 
question. 
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Extract 20.1 
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Extract 20.1 illustrates a candidate who was able to show the 
bottlenecks facing the South - South dialogue which in most 
cases hinder African development. 

Candidates who scored from 6 to 9 marks showed a better 
understanding of the task of the question but they also suffered from 
some limitations which denied them higher scores,  for example, 
some of them fragmented major points into several sub-points hence 
ended up giving partial meanings or repeating the same ideas in 
different words while others mixed correct and incorrect response 
but they gave some meaningful elaborations in some of the points. 
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Candidates who scored 0.5 to 5 marks managed to mention few 
correct responses but failed to support them with relevant 
explanation and vivid examples.  Others provided mixed ideas of 
different aspects like Regional integration particularly SADC and 
Neo-colonialism. Others mixed relevant answers with the 
mechanisms the South (Third World Countries) should employ to 
solve their problems.  

Two candidates (2) who scored a 0 mark either lacked knowledge 
on the South-South dialogue and so presented the points which do 
not link with the topic at all. One candidate for example went astray 
by confusing South – South with SADC (Southern Africa 
Development Cooperation) while the other candidate probably due 
lack of knowledge wrote irrelevant answer as shown in the extract 
20.2 

Extract 20.2 

 

Extract 20.2 is a part of the candidate’s irrelevant responses. This 
candidate expressed points which some relate with the function of 
UNO.  
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4.0 CONCLUSION 

As it has been observed in the analysis per question, the general 
performance of the History candidates in the ACSEE 2014 was good. Most 
candidates answered the questions correctly hence scored good marks. 
Moreover, all topics had a good performance since the percentage of 
candidates who scored an average of 30 percent or more ranged from 86.4 

to 99 (See Appendix) 
 

However, it has been noted that, few candidates with poor quality of 
responses were influenced by a number of factors such as lack of 
knowledge of the concept related to the question, inability in using English 
language and poor transfer of knowledge. Moreover, the misinterpretation 
of the questions was seen as a serious problem limiting the performance of 
these candidates. 
 
The analysis of the candidates’ performance shows that, there were some 
questions which were relatively avoided to some extent by the candidates. 
In paper 1, question three (3), four (4), five (5), eight (8) and nine (9) were 
highly omitted while in paper 2, questions one (1), two (2) and five (5) had 
a relatively low frequency. Low frequency in these questions was probably 
caused by the partial coverage of the topics concerned. 
 
In order to improve the performance of the prospective candidates, all these 
observations should be addressed by the educational stakeholders.  
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5.0 RECOMMENDATIONS 

Although the performance of candidates in History in both Paper one 
(112/1) and two (112/2) was good, there were some candidates whose 
performance were not good in some of the questions and there was some 
questions which were avoided.  In order to maintain/improve the 
performance in History subject, the examiners suggest the following;- 

(a) Teachers should make sure that all topics are well covered so that 
candidates can be knowledgeable in all specified areas according to the 
syllabus. 
 

(b) Students should be encouraged to use English Language in their day to 
day communication so as to improve their language proficiency. 

 
(c) Students should be encouraged to read different sources (books, 

journals, pamphlets etc.) in order to widen their knowledge. 
 

(d)  Teachers are advised to guide the students on how to identify the 
task/requirement in a given question. 
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Appendix  

The Performance Of Candidates Topic Wise 

 
S/N 

 
Topic 

Number of 
questions 
per topic 

Percentage of 
candidates 
who scored an 
average of 30 
percent or 
more 

 
Remarks 

1 The Rise of 
Dictatorships in 
Germany, Italy and 
Japan 

1 99 Good  

2 Neo – Colonialism 
and the Question of 
Under Development 
in the Third World 
Countries 

2 98.45 Good 

3 Emergence of USA as 
a New Capitalist 
Superpower 

1 98.3 Good 

4 The Rise of 
Democracy in Europe 

1 97.0 Good 

5 From Colonialism to 
the First World War 
(1880s - 1914) 

 
1 
  

96.9 Good 

6 Colonial Economy 
And Social Services 
After The Second 
World War 

 
2 

96.6 Good 

7 Pre Colonial African 
Societies 

1 96.4 Good 

8 The Rise of Socialism 1 95.5 Good 

9 Threats to World 
Peace After the 
Second World War 

1 95.4 Good 
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S/N 

 
Topic 

Number of 
questions 
per topic 

Percentage of 
candidates 
who scored an 
average of 30 
percent or 
more 

 
Remarks 

10 Political And 
Economic 
Development In 
Tanzania Since 
Independence. 

2 92.8 Good 

11 Influence Of External 
Forces And The Rise 
Of Nationalism And 
The Struggle For 
Independence 

2 92.7 Good 

12 The Rise of 
Capitalism in Europe 

2 92.5 Good 

13 People Of African 
Origin In The New 
World 

 
1 
 

91.6 Good 

14 Africa And Europe In 
The 15th Century. 

1 90.0 Good 

15 Imperialism and the 
Territorial Division of 
the World 

1 86.4 Good 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




