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FOREWORD 

The Islamic Knowledge Examiners’ Report for the Advanced Certificate of 
Secondary Education Examinations (ACSEE) 2014, was written in order to 
provide feedback to candidates, teachers, parents, policy makers and other 
educational stakeholders on the candidates’ performance in this subject. Generally 
this subject had a good performance. The report has therefore, tried to reveal a 
number of factors that attributed to this performance. 

The Advanced Certificate of Secondary Education Examinations marks the end of 
two years of secondary education. It is a summative evaluation which among other 
things shows the effectiveness of the education system in general and education 
delivery system in particular. Essentially, candidates’ responses to the examination 
questions is a strong indicator of what the education system was able or unable to 
offer to the candidates in their two years of Secondary Education. 

The analysis presented in this report is intended to contribute towards 
understanding of some of the reasons behind the performance of candidates in 
Islamic Knowledge subject. The report highlights some of the factors that made 
candidates fail to score high marks. Such factors include failure to identify the task 
of the question, inability to express themselves in English Language and lack of 
knowledge on the concepts related to the subject. The feedback provided will 
enable the educational administrators, school managers, teachers and candidates to 
identify proper measures to be taken in order to improve candidates’ performance 
in future examinations administered by the Council. 

Finally, the Council would like to thank all the Examination Officers, Examiners 
and all who participated in the preparation of this report.  

 
 
 
 

Dr. Charles E. Msonde 
 EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 
 
This report gives analysis of performance of 115 Islamic Knowledge for the 
candidates who sat for ACSEE 2014. The Islamic Knowledge examination 
consisted of two papers; 1 and 2. The papers adhered to the 2012 syllabus.  
The items in those papers covered the Islamic Knowledge syllabus of 2012. 
Each paper consisted of two sections namely section A and B with three 
and five questions respectively. Candidates were required to attempt two 
questions from Section A and three questions from Section B. The weight 
of each question was 20 marks. 
 
Most of the questions in these papers were clear in terms of language. In 
Islamic Knowledge paper 1 most of the candidates attempted question 3, 5, 
6 and 7 while questions 2 and 4 were extensively omitted.  In Islamic 
Knowledge paper 2, questions which were attempted by most candidates 
were 2, 6, 7 and 8. Most of the candidates omitted question 3, 4 and 5. 
Generally for both papers the candidates had good performance. 
 
The analysis of examination results show that, the overall performance of 
candidates was good as the candidates’ score in most of the questions were 
above 30 percent. The results show that, candidates’ performance in 2014 
has improved as 73.38 percent passed the examination compared to 57.36 
percent of the candidates who passed the examination in ACSEE 2013. 
Hence the performance in 2014 has increased by 16.02 percent compared to 
that of 2013. 

 
The analysis of individual questions for the ACSEE examination 2014 
Islamic Knowledge is presented in next sections. The presentation 
highlights the requirement of each question, the way the candidates 
answered them and the analysis of their responses. Extracts of the 
candidates’ responses are inserted to illustrate the case presented. 

 
It is expected that the report will be useful to different stakeholders such as 
prospective candidates, teachers, parents and educationists.  It is also 
expected that the report will enable the teachers to improve the teaching 
and learning of Islamic Knowledge in a way that minimizes the students’ 
misconception in the subject. 
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2.0 ANALYSIS OF THE CANDIDATE PERFORMANCE IN EACH 
QUESTION 
 
2.1 115/1 ISLAMIC KNOWLEDGE PAPER 1. 

 
2.1.1 Question 1: Authenticity of the Holy Qur’an 

 
This question required the candidate to explain four 
arguments which disapprove the theory that Muhammad 
authored the Qur’an for pursuit of power and glory. The 
question was attempted by 64.8 percent of the candidates 
whereby 6.8 percent scored 0 mark, 38.2 percent scored 
from 1 to 5 marks, 38 percent scored from 6 to 10 marks and 
15.2 Percent of candidates scored from 11 to 16 marks out 
of 20 allotted marks for this question. 
 
The performance of candidates on this question was 
averagely as most of candidates scored from 6 to 10 marks 
out of 20 allotted marks. The candidates who scored high 
marks understood the question and were able to explain four 
arguments which disapprove the theory that Muhammad 
authored the Qur’an for pursuit of power and glory. Extract 
1.1 is a sample of the candidates who perform well in this 
question. 
 
Extract 1.1 
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Extract 1.1 presents a sample of candidate who explained 
well four arguments which disapprove the theory that 
Muhammad authored the Qur’an for pursuit of power and 
glory. The candidate explains arguments such as Prophet 
Muhammad rejected many offers from Meccan Quraysh, 
Qur’an itself corrected Muhammad in some occasion, the 
condition of Muhammad (s.a.w) at the time when he was 
receiving the revelation and Prophet accepted proposals 
from his companions. 

 
The candidates, who performed poorly in this question, 
misinterpreted it. Instead of explaining four arguments 
which disapprove the theory that Muhammad authored the 
Qur’an for pursuit of power and glory, they explained 
arguments which disapprove that Muhammad authored the 
Qur’an for economic reasons. So they mixed up between the 
reasons for power and glory and economic reasons. Some 
explained reasons why Prophet Muhammad was sent to the 
world instead of power and glory. Yet some candidates 
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misunderstood the concept of power and glory with the signs 
which prove the existence of Allah from the life of prophets. 
They explained reasons which prove the existence of Allah. 
Extract 1.2 shows one of the answer which indicates that the 
candidate misinterpreted the question. 

 
Extract 1.2 
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Extract 1.2 represents sample of candidate who failed to 
understand the question and so misinterpreted it. Instead 
of explaining four arguments which disapprove the theory 
that Muhammad authored the Qur’an for pursuit of power 
and glory, the candidate explained general arguments 
raised by disbelievers claiming that Muhammad is the 
principal author of the Qur’an. 

 
2.1.2 Question 2: Nations Mentioned in the Qur’an 

 
In this question the candidates were required to analyse three 
similarities and three differences between the Ad and 
Medyan people. The question was attempted by 44.9 percent 
of the candidates of which 5.4 percent scored 0 mark, 55.6 
percent scored from 1 to 5 marks and 38.7 percent scored 
from 6 to 10 marks. Only 0.4 percent of candidates who 
scored 11 marks out of 20 allotted marks for this question. 
  
The candidate who scored high marks managed to give three 
similarities and three differences between the Ad and 
Medyan people. However the candidate failed to score all 20 
allotted marks in this question because they provided 
unsatisfactory explanations on differences between Ad and 
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Medyan people. Extract 2.1 is a sample of candidate who 
managed to answer this question correctly. 
 
Extract 2.1 
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Extract 2.1 indicates candidate responses with relatively 
well explanations. The candidate managed to analyse the 
similarities between Ad and Madyan people. However, 
he/she didn’t explain well the differences between these 
two societies and therefore he/she couldn’t score full 
marks. 

 
The candidates who scored 1 to 5 failed to analyse the 
correct similarities and differences between the Ad and the 
Madyan people. They mixed right and wrong similarities 
and differences. Some candidates analyzed similarities only. 
The candidates who scored 0 mark misunderstood the 
question. Instead of giving similarities and differences 
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between the Ad and Medyan people, they wrote similarities 
and difference between Ad people and people of Mecca. 
Extract 2.2 provide a sample of poor response. 
 
Extract 2.2 

 

 
Extract 2.2 is a sample of candidate’s responses who 
failed to analyze the differences and similarities between 
Ad and Medyan communities. The candidate gave 
differences and similarities between those communities 
and the followers of the Prophet Muhammad (saw). 
 
 



10	  
	  

2.1.3 Question 3: Qur’anic Concept of Religion 
 
The candidates were required to analyse six tests for a 
religion which is in the interest of mankind. The question 
was opted by 79.1 percent of candidates and majority of 
them scored high marks. 3.3 percent of the candidates who 
attempted this question scored 0 mark, 21.7 percent scored 
from 1 to 5 marks, 34.7 percent scored from 6 to 10 marks 
while 36.1 percent scored from 11 to 15 marks. On top of 
that, 21 candidates (4.2 percent) scored from 16 to 19 marks 
out of 20 allotted marks.  
 
This is among the question which was attempted by the most 
candidates and performance was very impressive. The high 
performance of candidates was due to familiarity with the 
topic. 
 
The candidates who scored the highest marks managed to 
analyse well the tests for a true religion which is in the 
interest of mankind as found in the marking scheme. Extract 
3.1 is a good example of candidate whose essay was well 
organized and had relevant responses. 
 
Extract 3.1 
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In extract 3.1, the candidate managed to meet the demand 
of question. He/she was able to analyse six tests for a 
religion which is in the interest of mankind such as “the 
true religion must be universal, must satisfy human need, 
must be taught by all prophets, must be realistic,  must 
hold justice, humanity, and must guide human being who  
adopt some principles”. Apart from analysis of the six 
points, the candidate had good arrangement of essay with 
good introduction main body and conclusion.  
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On the other hand few candidates who scored 0 mark, lacked 
the knowledge on the topic of Qur’anic concept of Religion 
as they failed to analyze tests for a religion which is in the 
interest of mankind. Some candidates misinterpreted the 
question and did not able to identify the demands of the 
question so they gave irrelevant answers. Extract 3.2 serves 
good example of the candidate who misinterpreted the 
question. 

 
Extract 3.2 
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In extract 3.2 the candidate failed to understand the 
demand of the question. All his/her responses were 
negative. Instead of answering, “It must be a universal 
religion” the candidate responded “It must not be a 
universal religion”. This was due to misconception. 

 
2.1.4 Question 4:  History of the Universe and Mankind 

 
The candidates were required to examine the Qur’anic 
philosophical point of view on the history of mankind. This 
question was omitted by most of the candidates. Only 14.6 
percent of the registered candidates attempted this question 
of which, 30 percent scored 0 mark, 53.3 percent scored 
from 1 to 5 marks, 15.5 percent scored from 6 to 8 marks. 
Only 1 candidate scored 11 marks out of 20 allocated marks 
in this question.  
 
Few candidates were able to write good essay. They 
managed to examine the Qur’anic philosophical point of 
view on the history of mankind. However, they were not in a 
position to exhaust all points needed to answer this question, 
due to insufficient knowledge they had over the topic. As a 
result they missed some marks. Refer Extract 4.1. 
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Extract 4.1 
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Extract 4.1 is sample of a relatively good essay. The 
candidate managed somehow to examine the Qur’anic 
philosophical point of view on the history of mankind. 
However the candidate managed to explain two correct 
points which are; Man is created by Allah (s.w) and the 
purpose of creation of man is to be vice gerent of Allah 
(s.w) on earth. The other three points given by candidate 
were not correct. 

 
The candidates’ performance on this question was very poor. 
Most of candidate misunderstood the question and omitted 
it. For those who attempted the question, their performance 
was not impressive since 66.7 percent of candidates scored 1 
and 7 marks out of 20 allotted marks. Most of them provided 
irrelevant answer by explaining the evidences which prove 
that Qur’an is the word of Allah. This was contrary to the 
demand of the question which demanded the candidates to 
examine the Qur’anic philosophical point of view on the 
history of mankind. The correct answers were; the origin of 
mankind, Purpose of his creation and status on earth, history 
of life of man started from transcendental world, the history 
of mankind is guided by Allah (s.w) and History of Man is 
viewed by the Qur’an in its totality of man and his 
environment. Extract 4.2 provides sample of candidate who 
answered the question contrary to its demand. 
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Extract 4.2 
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Extract 4.2 is a sample of candidate’s response who failed 
to understand the demand of question. The candidate 
explained things like protection of believers by Allah 
(s.w), defeat of Allah’s enemies, spread of man from 
single pair and others, which actually are the evidences 
which prove that Qur’an is the word of Allah and not 
Qur’anic philosophical point of view on the history of 
mankind.  
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2.1.5 Question 5: The Islamic State in Madina 

 
The candidates were required to explain six lesson one gets 
from the battle of Badr. This is the most attempted question 
whereby 90.4 percent of candidates opted. 0.7 percent of 
candidates scored 0 mark, 24.4 percent scored from 1 to 5 
marks, 51.3 percent scored from 6 to 10 marks while 23.4 
percent scored from 11 to 18 marks out of 20 allotted marks. 
 
Generally the candidates’ performance for this question was 
good since 60 percent of candidates scored between 5 and 
15. Most of candidates were able to explain six lessons one 
gets from the battle of Badr. The candidates had enough 
knowledge on the topic of the forces worked against Islamic 
state in Madina, so the lesson one gets from the battle of 
Badr were familiar to them. Also high performance was 
influenced by the familiarity of question, since it is common 
in previous years. The candidates who scored the highest 
marks could explain well the lessons obtained from the 
battle of Badr. Extract 5.1 is a sample of such good 
responses. 
 
Extract 5.1 
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In extract 5.1 the candidate was able to explain six lessons 
from battle of Badr. The candidate explained six points 
which include; Muslims were commanded to fight in the 
cause of Allah, Allah will protect the believers who fight 
on his cause, Allah punish disbelievers after rejecting the 
sign of his existence, Muslims are taught on the existence 
of Allah and his unlimited powers and whatever we 
acquire in terms of wealth in the war is the property of 
Allah (s.w). Above all the essay had good introduction, 
presentation of ideas and conclusion. 

 
On the other hand the candidates who scored lowest marks 
failed to differentiate between the teachings of battle of Badr 
and those of Uhud. These candidates mixed lessons of Badr 
with those found in battle of Uhud as a result they scored 
very low marks (1 to 5 Marks). Answers for Candidates who 
scored 0 mark, were not clear, their sentences were 
grammatically incorrect and difficult to understand the 
meaning. In general the language used was very poor. 
Above all, some of these candidates used Swahili words in 
their explanation. This indicates they had difficult in using 
English Language. Extract 5.2 is a sample of candidate who 
used Swahili words in his/her responses 
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Extract 5.2 

 
Extract 5.2 is sample of candidate’s responses that used 
Swahili word to express his/her answers. The candidate 
used Swahili words like ‘vilipiganwa’, ‘walichukua 
ushindi,’ ‘walifuata maamrisho of Allah’, ‘ndio maana 
wakashinda’ and ‘tusipinge amri’. This shows that the 
candidate faced some difficulties in finding some words 
in English Language and decided to use Swahili words. 
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2.1.6 Question 6:  Qur’anic Concept of Education 
 
In this question, the candidates were required to explain by 
giving six points on the Islamic concept of education. The 
question was attempted by 75.4 percent of the candidates 
whereby 0.6 percent scored 0 mark, 20.7 percent scored 
from 1 to 5 marks and 56.1 percent scored from 6 to 10 
marks. 22.5 percent of candidates scored from 11 to 16 
marks out of 20 allotted marks for this question. 
 
The candidates’ performance in this question was averagely 
i.e. between 7 and 12 out of 20 allocated marks. They 
managed to mention six points on why Islam recommends 
its followers to seek for knowledge. However, their 
explanations were not satisfactory. The candidate who 
scored the highest marks (13 to 16 marks) explained well the 
Islamic concept of education by giving relevant six points. 
Extract 6.1 serves as good sample of responses in which the 
candidate explained the Islamic concept of education. 
 
Extract 6.1 
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Extract 6.1 is a sample of a relatively good response. The 
candidate managed to explain Islamic concept of 
education such as  source of education is Allah (s.w), no 
demarcation in Islam between religious education and 
secular education, education must bring qualitative and 
significance change to human being and Islam must 
enjoins people to search for knowledge. 

 
Candidates who scored 1 to 5 marks failed to exhaust all six 
required points on why Islam insisting to its followers seeks 
for education. Most of them mentioned and explained less 
than six points. This made them to score very low marks. 
The candidates who scored 0 mark failed to comply with the 
needs of the question by explaining political institutions 
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established by the Prophet (s.a.w) instead of explaining the 
Islamic concept on education. Some candidates conceived 
Islamic concept of education as education of fundamentals 
of Islam which every Muslim should have. Extract 6.2 
illustrate such a case. 

 
Extract 6.2 
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In extract 6.2 the candidate failed to meet the needs of the 
question. The candidate explained that, education of five 
fundamentals of Islam such as “Shahada, Prayer, Fasting 
giving Alms and Pilgrimage is very important for Muslim 
to have”. This is contrary to the demand of the question 
which required a candidate to explained six political 
institutions established by the Prophet (s.a.w).  

 
2.1.7 Question 7:  Inception of the Islamic State in Madina 

 
In this question, the candidates were required to explain six 
Political institutions established by the Prophet (s.a.w) in 
Madina. The question was attempted by 73.4 percent of the 
candidates of which 4.2 percent scored 0 mark, 29.1 percent 
scored from 1 to 5 marks and 44.4 percent scored from 6 to 
10 marks and 22.2 percent scored from 11 to 17 out of 20 
allotted marks for this question. 
 
Most of candidates who attempted this question (44.4 
percent who scored from 6 to 10) were able to give correct 
responses. However, they did not give enough points as 
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required in the marking scheme. As a result they scored low 
marks. The main reason which activated many candidates to 
attempt this question is its familiarity, the topic is well 
taught by many teachers.  
 
The candidates who got the highest scores were able to 
explain clearly the political institution established by the 
Prophet (s.a.w) in Madina and their explanations were 
understandable. Extract 7.1 is a sample of the candidates 
who performed well in this question. 

 
Extract 7.1 
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Extract 7.1 indicates a sample of candidate’s responses 
who answered the question correctly by explaining six 
Political institutions established by the Prophet (s.a.w) in 
Madina. The political institutions were; “creation of 
Muslim ummah, Madina charter, Mosque as state house, 
the secretariat of Prophet and political government in 
Madina”. 

 
For candidates who scored 0 mark, most of them did not 
mastered the topic. So they had only introduction, of which 
was not good to be given any mark. Some candidates 
explained the quality and characters of the prophets instead 
of political institutions established by the prophet (s.a.w) in 
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Madina. Extract 7.2 is a sample of candidates who answered 
contrary to the demand of this question. 

 
Extract 7.2 

 

 
Extract 7.2 shows the candidate who lacked knowledge 
on the subject matter and failed to meet the needs of the 
question. The candidate explained characteristic of 
prophet instead of Political institutions established by the 
Prophet (s.a.w) in Madina. Above all the introduction 
given by candidate does not match with main body. 
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2.1.8 Question 8:  Islamic State in Caliphate Era 
 
The candidates were required to describe four modes of 
succession in Islam and to show the lesson obtained from 
each one. This is one of the most omitted questions whereby 
only 32.4 percent of candidates attempted. 32 percent of 
candidates scored 0 mark, 13 percent scored from 1 to 5 
marks, 35.5 percent scored from 6 to 10 marks while 19.5 
percent scored from 11 to 15 marks out of 20 allotted marks. 
 
Very few candidates performed well in this question. They 
understood demands of the question so they were able to 
describe modes of succession and they derived lesson from 
each mode. Extract 8.1 is a sample of the candidates who 
performed well in this question. 

 
Extract 8.1 
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Extract 8.1 indicates a sample of candidate’s responses 
who answered the question correctly by describing four 
modes of succession in Islam and the lesson obtained 
from each one. These four modes of succession are 
“consultative, elective, collective and military coup”. 

 
The overall performance of candidates on this question was 
poor. This can be evidently revealed by the fact that, 64 of 
200 candidates scored 0 mark. The reason behind this 
massive failure is that, the question was misunderstood by 
many candidates. The word ‘succession’ used in this 
question conceived as successful. Instead of describing four 
modes of succession in Islam, most of candidates described 
why Islam was successful during the life time of prophet. It 
seems that most of these candidates lacked knowledge of 
mode of succession in Islam. Some candidates mixed up 
pillars of Islam with modes of succession and their lesson. 
Extract 8.2 serves as a sample of candidate who failed to 
meet the demands of the question. 
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Extract 8.2 

 

 
Extract 8.2 shows how candidate failed to understand the 
demands of the question, instead of describing those four 
modes of succession and the lesson derived from them, 
he/she described “Qur’an Hadith, Fiqih and Tawhid”. 
This candidate conceived them as modes of succession, 
but in reality these are sources of Islamic jurisprudence. 
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2.2 115/2 ISLAMIC KNOWLEDGE PAPER 2 
 
2.2.1 Question 1:  The Six Pillars of Faith 

 
The candidates were required to justify by giving five 
reasons that Muhammad (s.a.w) is the last Prophet. The 
question was attempted by 90.9 percent of candidates of 
which 2.7 scored a 0 mark, 20.8 percent scored from 1 to 5 
marks, 40.3 percent scored from 6 to 10 marks and 35.8 
percent of candidates managed to score from 11 to 17 out of 
20 allotted marks.  
 
The performance was good as most of the candidates who 
attempted this question (49.4 percent) scored 8 to 14 out of 
20 allocated marks. The candidate who scored the highest 
score was able to justify by giving evidences that 
Muhammad (s.a.w) is the last prophet. Extract 1.1 among 
the candidates who provided good answer for this question. 
 
Extract 1.1 
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Extract 1.1 is a sample of the candidate who provided 
relevant answers in this question. He/she provided correct 
reasons for Muhammad (s.a.w) being the last Prophet. 
These are the absence of fundamental conditions which 
necessitate the rising of a new Prophet, God has 
completed His Revealed guidance through Prophet 
Muhammad (s.a.w) and Islam is the complete religion for 
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mankind as stipulated in the Qur’an (5:3), Muhammad 
(s.a.w) was the only Prophet who fulfilled his mission and 
completed his work in his life time and the message of 
Muhammad (s.a.w) was not meant for any particular 
people, place or period, God declared that Muhammad 
would be the last Prophet and so he was. 

 
The candidates who scored 0 mark didn’t answer the 
question as required. Instead they explained the signs 
depicting the existence of the prophets. Extract 1.2 is a 
sample of candidates who answered contrary to the demand 
of this question. 
 
Extract 1.2 
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Extract 1.2 represents sample of candidate who failed to 
understand the demands of the question. The candidate 
explained signs depicting the existence of the prophets 
instead of reasons that Muhammad (s.a.w) is the last 
Prophet. 

 
 

2.2.2 Question 2:  Belief in Allah and its Implications 
 
In this question, the candidates were required to analyse six 
indicators in the teachings of all Prophets which show the 
existence of Allah (s.w). The question was attempted by 
93.4 percent of the candidates whereby 10.2 percent scored 
0 mark, 34.4 percent scored from 1 to 5 marks and 28.5 
percent scored from 6 to 10 marks. 26.9 Percent of 
candidates scored from 11 to 16 marks out of 20 allotted 
marks for this question. 
 
The candidates’ performance in this question was good as 
majority of candidates scored high marks. It seems that, this 
question is from a topic which is well taught by teachers as 
many candidates who scored the highest score were able to 
provide attractive responses. Majority of candidates 
analysed six indicators in the teachings of all Prophets which 
show the existence of Allah (s.w) with satisfactory 
explanations. Extract 2.1 is an example of candidate who 
performed well in this question. 
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Extract 2.1 
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Extract 2.1 indicates a sample of candidate’s responses 
who answered the question correctly by analysing six 
indicators in the teachings of all Prophets which show the 
existence of Allah (s.w). Indicators which has been 
explained by candidate are; “source of their teachings is 
one, Continuity of their thought, their teachings are 
extended to all fields of life, their community is one, they 
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help each other in executing their mission and they 
brought about significant social changes to man”. 

The candidates who scored from 1 to 5 marks had some 
weaknesses in answering this question. The candidates in 
this category mixed some true and false indicators which 
depict the existence of Allah (s.w). In that case, they 
analysed less than six indicators which made them to lose 
some marks. The responses of the candidates who scored 0 
mark, didn’t focus to the demands of the question. Instead of 
analysing six indicators in the teachings of all Prophets 
which show the existence of Allah (s.w), they analyzed ways 
of revelation to different Prophets. Extract 2.2 is an example 
of the candidate who performed poorly. 
 
Extract 2.2 
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Extract 2.2 is a sample of candidate’s responses that 
provided irrelevant responses in this question. The 
candidate explained ways of revelation/communicating 
between Allah (s.w) and Prophets instead of indicators in 
the teachings of all Prophets which show the existence of 
Allah (s.w). 

 
2.2.3 Question 3: Qur’anic Concept of Religion 

 
In this question the candidates were required to analyse three 
dimensions as to why man is in need of divine guidance and 
for each dimension, they were required to discuss three 
limitations. The question was attempted by 6.6 percent of 
the candidates of which 24.4 percent scored 0 mark, 58.5 
percent scored from 1 to 5 marks and 14.6 percent scored 
from 6 to 10 marks. Only 1 candidate (2.4%) who scored 12 
marks out of 20 allotted marks for this question.  
 
This question was omitted by most of the candidates, and 
those few candidates who attempted this question performed 
poorly. The candidate who scored the highest marks could 
somehow analyse the dimensions and limitations but still 
could not give satisfactory responses. Extract 3.1 shows a 
sample of candidate who tried to answer this question 
according to its demands. 
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Extract 3.1 
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Extract 3.1 is a sample of the candidate responses who 
tried to meet the requirement of the question. He/she tried 
to analyse three dimensions as to why man is in need of 
divine guidance. However, only two dimensions were 
correct which are; “man is weak that cannot formulate 
way of life and tools used by man to acquire knowledge 
have limitations”. 

 
The candidate who scored 0 mark, didn’t give the required 
responses. Most of them failed to identify the needs of this 
question.  Extract 3.2 shows an example of poor responses. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



43	  
	  

Extract 3.2 
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Extract 3.2 is sample of candidate’s responses who 
failed to understand the demands of the question. 
Instead of analysing three dimensions as to why man 
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is in need of divine guidance and its limitations, the 
candidate explained how to establish justice. 

 
2.2.4 Question 4:  Islamic way of Life 

 
In this question the candidates were required to examine 
how Islamic political system is different from democratic 
system by giving six points. The question was attempted by 
42.8 percent of which 1.5 percent scored 0 mark, 14.7 
percent scored from 1 to 5 marks, 42.5 percent scored from 
6 to 10 and very few candidates (15.2 percent ) scored from 
11 to 18 out of 20 allocated marks. 
 
Generally the candidates’ performance in this question was 
averagely (majority scored from 4 to10 marks). Most of the 
candidates managed to mention the difference between 
Islamic political system and democratic system; however 
they failed to elaborate those differences. Some candidates 
explained only principles of democratic system and failed to 
explain what govern Islamic political system. This situation 
made some candidates to score very low marks. 11 
candidates who scored the highest marks (from 15 to 18 
marks) were able to give differences between Islamic 
political system and democratic political system. The 
responses were attractive and well elaborated. Extract 4.1 is 
an example of candidate who performed well in this 
question. 
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Extract 4.1 
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                     Extract 4.1 indicates a sample of candidate’s responses who 

answered the question correctly by examining how Islamic 
political system is different from democratic system by giving 
six points. The points which has been explained by candidates 
are; “Islamic political system uses Qur’an as its constitution 
while democratic system uses man made constitution, In 
Islamic system, the laws come from Allah (s.w), while in 
democratic system laws are enacted by special organs e.g. 
parliaments”,  

 
Very few candidates (1.5 percent) who scored 0 mark, 
misunderstood the question. They explained similarities 
between Islamic and democratic political system instead of 
differences between Islamic political system and democratic 
system. This was contrary to the requirement of the 
question. The candidates in this category mixed the two 
words (differences and similarities). Extract 4.2 is a sample 
of one of the poor responses. 
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Extract 4.2 

 

 
Extract 4.2 is a sample of candidate’s responses that 
provided irrelevant responses in this question. Instead of 
providing differences, the candidate compared Islamic 
political system and democratic system.  
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2.2.5 Question 5: Islamic Legal Science and Criminal Law 
 
The candidates were required to explain two sources of 
Islamic law and to elaborate four reasons for emergence of 
school of jurisdiction. The question was attempted by 41.5 
percent of the candidates whereby 1.2 percent scored 0 
mark, 28.5 percent scored from 1 to 5 marks and 33.5 
percent scored from 6 to 10 marks. 35.5 Percent of 
candidates scored from 11 to 19 marks out of 20 allotted 
marks for this question. 
 
This question was omitted by many candidates. However, 
the performance of candidates on this question was good as 
35.6 percent of candidates scored above 11 marks out of 20 
allotted marks. The reason behind this performance was 
familiarity of sources of Islamic law and reasons for 
emergence of school of jurisdiction. The candidates who 
scored the highest marks were able to explain two sources of 
Islamic law and elaborate four reasons for emergence of 
school of jurisdiction as required in the marking scheme. 
Extract 5.1 is an example of such responses. 

 
Extract 5.1 
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Extract 5.1 is a sample of the candidate’s response who 
managed to elaborate four reasons for emergence of 
school of jurisdiction. At the beginning the candidate 
discussed two main sources of Islamic law which are 
Qur’an and Hadith. Then the candidate elaborated four 
reasons for emergence of school of jurisdiction which are; 
different geographical origin and places, different attitude 
towards acceptability’s of Hadith, values attached to 
various sources of law, different level of interpretation of 
Hadith. Apart from elaboration of all four points, the 
candidate provided good introduction and conclusion. 
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The candidates who performed poorly (scored 1 to 5 marks); 
failed to exhaust sources of Islamic law and reasons for 
emergence of Islamic jurisdiction. Some candidates 
explained sources of Islamic law but failed to elaborate 
reasons for emergence of Islamic jurisprudence. Candidates 
who scored a 0 mark, failed completely to meet the demands 
of the question. Some of them provided irrelevant 
introduction and outlined reasons for emergence of school of 
jurisprudence of which were not related to the question. In 
addition to that, some of the responses were characterized by 
illogical reasons and spelling mistakes, sentences had no 
meaning and not understandable Extract 5.2 is an example 
of poor responses. 
 
Extract 5.2 
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Extract 5.2 represent a sample of the candidate’s poor 
responses which embodied some illogical reasons for 
emergence of school of Islamic jurisdiction and spelling 
mistakes. Conclusion provided cannot be understood at 
all. 

 
2.2.6 Question 6: Islamic Family Law 

 
In this question the candidates were required to discuss six 
drawbacks towards implementation of polygamy to the 
contemporary Muslims in Tanzania. The question was 
attempted by 72.6 percent of the candidates of which 2.5 
percent scored 0 mark, 47.9 percent scored from 1 to 5 
marks and 34.3 percent scored from 6 to 10 marks and 16.3 
percent scored from 11 to 17.5 out of 20 allotted marks for 
this question. 
 
Few candidates (10 candidates only who scored from 15 to 
17.5 marks) performed much better in this question. These 
candidates were able to discuss six drawbacks of polygamy 
properly as demanded by the marking scheme. They 
discussed drawbacks of polygamy such as “Lack of proper 
knowledge about polygamy, Some male Muslims undergo 
polygamy as a punishment to the former wife, Some male 
Muslims treat polygamy as a means of gaining respect and 
status in the society instead of considering it as a permission 
from Allah accompanied with a strict condition of justice. 
Western propaganda against polygamy, Violation of some 
regulations, Wishes and desires of the females and Failure of 
male Muslims to implement justice”. Extract 6.1 is an 
example of the candidate who performed well in this 
question. 
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Extract 6.1 
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Extract 6.1 is a sample of the candidate who provided 
relevant answers in this question. He/she discussed six 
drawbacks towards implementation of polygamy to the 
contemporary Muslims in Tanzania. 

 
This question was attempted by most of the candidates. The 
performance of the candidates who attempted this question 
was average. As a result 84.2 percent of the candidates 
scored from 1 to 10 marks out of 20 allotted marks. These 
candidates who got the lowest score misinterpreted the word 
‘drawbacks’ which used in this question. Most of them 
conceived it as wisdom or advantages of polygamy. But the 
question demanded the candidates to explain problems or 
negative aspects of polygamy. Due to this misconception, a 
large number of the candidates explained why Islam allows 
polygamy instead of explaining stumbling blocks for 
polygamy in Islam. Extract 6.2 is an example of candidate’s 
responses who misinterpreted this question. 
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Extract 6.2 

 

 
Extract 6.2 shows candidate’s responses who 
misinterpreted this question. The candidate explained why 
Islam allows polygamy instead of drawbacks towards 
implementation of polygamy to the contemporary 
Muslims in Tanzania. The points given by candidate such 
as “to avoid widow, to avoid street children to avoid 
diseases and to increase street children” do not answer 
this question. 
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2.2.7 Question 7:  Islamic Family Law 
 
In this question candidates were required to explain how 
Islam honors and restores the dignity of women. The 
question was attempted by 58.2 percent of the candidates of 
which 1.1 percent scored 0 mark, 12.3 percent scored from 1 
to 5 marks and 20.9 percent scored from 6 to 10 marks, and 
65.7 percent scored from 11 to 18.5 out of 20 allotted marks 
for this question. 

 
The candidates’ performance on this question was good as 
65.7 percent of candidates scored above 10 marks out of 20 
allocated marks. So generally most of the candidates 
performed better. The good performance on this question 
was influenced by familiarity of the concept of family law. 
The candidates who performed better were able to explain 
why Islam honors and restores the dignity of the women. 
Extract 7.1 is an example of such responses. 
 
Extract 7.1 
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                Extract 7.1 shows the sample of candidate’s responses who 

managed to explain how Islam honors and restores the dignity 
of women. The points raised by candidates are “Recognition as 
full human being, her human nature, Woman has all natural 
human rights of economics, politics and social rights and in the 
house, a woman has the rights, Right of inheritance and will, 
Right after divorce and Right to freedom of expression”. Apart 
from good explanation, the candidate has got good conclusion. 

 
Very few candidates performed poorly in this question. 
These candidates lacked knowledge on Islamic family law 
so they failed to answer the question. Some candidates 
misunderstood the question and therefore scored 0 mark. 
They explained the problems which women are facing 
instead of reasons for Islam honors and restore the dignity of 
women. Extract 7.2 represent a sample of the candidate’s 
poor responses. 
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Extract 7.2 

 

 
Extract 7.2 represent a sample of the candidate’s poor 
responses. The candidate failed to explain how Islam 
honors and restore the dignity of women. 
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2.2.8 Question 8: Islamic Family Law 
 
In this question candidates were required to explain six 
motives of family in Islam. The question was attempted by 
69.4 percent of the candidates of which 0.9 percent scored 0 
mark, 22.9 percent scored from 1 to 5 marks and 27.5 
percent scored from 6 to 10 marks and 48.4 percent scored 
from 11 to 17.5 out of 20 allotted marks for this question. 
 
Performance of the candidates on this question was good as 
48 percent scored above 10 marks. Probably this 
performance has been influenced by the familiarity of the 
concept of family law to the candidates. The candidates who 
got the highest marks explained well six motives of Islam 
and the elaborations given were satisfactory. Extract 8.1 
illustrate a candidate whose essay express the demand of the 
question. 
 
Extract 8.1 
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Extract 8.1 shows a sample of good candidate’s 
responses. The candidate managed to explain six motives 
of family in Islam. Motives which discussed by candidate 
were; “continuation of human race, preservation and 
protection of moral in the society, widening the family 
horizons and social cohesion, promotes stability, kindness 
and love to the society and socialization and value 
maintained”. Apart from explanation the candidate 
provided very good conclusion. 

 
The candidates who got the lowest marks (1 to 5 marks) 
provided unsatisfactory responses. Some of them provided 
less than six points with short explanation. For candidates 
who scored 0 mark, explained the implementation of five 
Islamic pillars instead of showing motives of family in 
Islam. Extract 8.2 is a good example of the candidate who 
failed to meet the demands of the question. 
 
Extract 8.2 
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In extract 8.2 the candidate misinterpreted the demands of 
the question. He/she explained the implementation of five 
Islamic pillars instead of showing motives of family in 
Islam. The candidate explanations were; to follow the 
guidance of Allah, to provide zakah and sadaqa and 
fasting which actually were not motives of family in 
Islam. 
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3.0 CONCLUSION 
 
Generally, the performance of Islamic Knowledge examination for 
Advanced Certificate of Secondary Examination (ACSEE) 2014 was good. 
Analysis which has been conducted in paper 1 and 2 shows that candidates’ 
performance was good in paper 1 compared to paper 2. 
 
The topics which had good performance were; Islamic way of life, Qur’anic 
Concept of Education, Six pillars of Faith, Islamic State in Madina, Islamic 
Family Law, Islamic Legal Science and Criminal Law, Inception of Islamic 
State in Madina and Islamic State in Caliphate Era. The topics which were 
performed averagely include: Belief in Allah and its implications, 
Authenticity of the Holy Qur’an and Qur’anic concept of Religion. The 
topics that were poorly performed were; Nations mentioned in the Qur’an 
and History of the Universe and Mankind (See the appendix). 
 
The candidates, who performed well, were able to answer the questions 
correctly. They showed understanding of the task of the questions they 
attempted and they remembered the content required. In addition they 
showed good command in English Language as their responses had clear 
and well organised essays. The candidates, who performed poorly, were not 
able to answer the questions at all. However, some they answered against 
the demands of the questions. Probably this was contributed by the low 
ability of English Language among the candidates. However some of the 
candidates showed the understanding of the task of the question they 
attempted and they remembered the content required in answering the 
respective questions but they failed to provide satisfactory explanations as 
the result, they scored low marks.  
 

4.0 RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

In order to improve candidates’ performance in Islamic Knowledge subject, the 
following has been recommended: 
 

(a) Teachers in schools should find out strategies to improve the 
students’ competence in using English Language. Students should 
be encouraged to speak and read a variety of books written in 
English Language in order to improve their language proficiency. 
 

(b) Teachers should be accountable in their duties. They must 
exhaustively teach the topics stipulated in the Islamic Knowledge 
syllabus. The coverage of all the topics should be emphasised in 
order to make sure that the candidates are well conversant with the 
content. 
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(c) Teachers should spend more time in imparting knowledge and 
techniques to students on how to identify the task in a given 
question. This will help the candidates to answer according the 
demands of question. The candidates should read carefully the 
examination questions in order to be in a position to identify the 
requirement of the questions. 
 

(d) For relevant Islamic institutions concerned with curriculum and 
teaching materials, school administration and managers should 
ensure that the relevant teaching and learning materials are available 
and accessible to the teachers and the students. 
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Appendix  
The Performance of Candidates in 115 Islamic Knowledge Topic wise. 

 
S/n Topic Number of 

questions 
per topic 

Percentage of 
candidates who 

scored an 
average of 30 
%  or  above 

Remarks 

1 Islamic way of life 1 78 Good 

2 Qur’anic concept of 
Education 

1 69.7 Good 

3 The six Pillars of 
Faith 

1 68.1       Good 

4 The  Islamic State in 
Madina 

1 64.9 Good 

5 Islamic Family Law 3 64.9 Good 

6  Islamic Legal 
Science & Criminal 
Law 

1 60.9 Good 

7 Inception of Islamic 
State  in Madina 

1 59.2 Good 

 

8 Islamic State in 
Caliphate era 

1 51.5  

Good 

9 Belief in Allah and 
its implications  

1 49 Average 

10 Authenticity of the 
Holy Qur’an 

1 46.7 Average 

11 Qur’anic concept of 
Religion 

2 41.35 Average 
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12 Nations mentioned 
in the Qur’an 

1 25.3 Weak 

13 History of the 
Universe and 
Mankind 

1 12.2 Weak 

 
 
 
 




