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FOREWORD 

The National Examinations Council of Tanzania is pleased to issue the Advanced 
Certificate of Secondary Education Examination (ACSEE) 2015 item response 
analysis booklet in 112 History subject.  This report provides feedback to students, 
teachers, parents, policy makers and the public in general about the performance of 
the candidates. 

The Advanced Certificate in Secondary Education Examination marks the end of 
the two years of Advanced Secondary Education.  It is a summative evaluation 
which among other things shows the effectiveness of education system in general 
and education delivery system in particular.  Essentially, candidates’ responses to 
the examination questions is a strong indicator of what the education system was 
able  or unable to offer to the students in their two years of Advanced Secondary 
School Education. 

The analysis presented in this report intends to contribute towards understanding 
how the candidates responded in this examination. The report analyses the 
performance and factors behind candidates’ good/poor performance in each 
question.  The feedback provided will enable the educational administrators, 
school managers, teachers, students and other stakeholders to identify proper 
measures to be taken in order to improve candidates’ performance in future 
examinations administered by the Council. 

The National Examinations Council of Tanzania will highly appreciate comments 
and suggestions from teachers, students and the public in general that can be used 
for improving future performance in examinations. 

Finally, the Council would like to thank the Examination officers, examiners and 
all others who participated in the preparation of this report. 
 
 
 

 
Dr. Charles E. Msonde 

       EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 
 

The ACSEE 2015 History examination covered the 2009 Syllabus and the 2011 
Examination Format. It consisted of two papers (1 and 2) and each paper 
comprised three (3) sections namely; A, B and C. Section A and B each 
comprised four (4) questions from which the candidates were required to choose 
two (2) questions from each section.  Section C had two (2) questions and the 
candidates were required to choose one (1) question from this Section.  The 
candidates were required to attempt a total of five (5) questions in each paper 
and every question carried 20 marks. 

 
This report analyses the performance of 112 History for the School Candidates 
who sat for the Advanced Certificate of Secondary Education Examination 
(ACSEE) in 2015. It aims at giving a feedback to the educational stakeholders 
on the performance of the candidates in each question by stating what the 
candidates were required to do in each question, highlighting the performance 
analysis and indicating candidates’ strengths and weaknesses in their responses. 

 
A total of 11,227 candidates sat for the ACSEE 2015 History paper out of which 
11,223 candidates (99.96%) passed with grade A - D while the rest 04 candidates 
(0.04%) failed by obtaining grade E - F.  Generally, candidates’ performance in 
this subject increased by 0.06 percent compared with that of 2014 in which out of 
13,321 candidates who sat for that examination, 13,308 candidates (99.9%) 
passed and 13 candidates (0.1%) failed. 

 
Samples of candidates’ extracts are attached to illustrate their responses.  It is 
expected that the report will enable teachers and students to improve the teaching 
and learning process of History subject. 
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2.0 ANALYSIS OF THE CANDIDATES’ PERFORMANCE IN EACH 
QUESTION: (PAPER ONE) 

 
2.1. Question 1 

The requirements of the question was to compare and contrast between 
African and European feudal systems during the 15th century by analyzing 
three similarities and three differences of the two feudal systems.  The 
question was constructed from the topic “Africa and Europe during the 15th 
Century”.  It was one of the most opted and fairly scored as 76.1 percent 
attempted it with only 2 candidates (0.0 %) scoring a 00 mark while  1.7 
percent scored from  01  to  5.5 marks,  29.1 percent scored from 06 to 9.5 
marks and the majority (69.2%) scored  from 10 to 20 marks.  

Most candidates probably opted for this question because it was drawn from 
the topic whose contents  are commonly taught in both History One and Two, 
that is, Pre-colonial African Societies and The rise of Capitalism in Europe 
respectively thus such candidates might have exhausted a wider coverage. 
Moreover, apart from being taught in both papers candidates were likely to 
possess good background knowledge on this topic from ‘O’ level syllabus. 

By virtue of their well understanding and possession of enough knowledge of 
what was required, some candidates scored 10 marks and above. Such 
candidates were able to elaborate points clearly with vivid examples. Their 
mastery of the subject matter was clearly shown across their introductions, 
main bodies and conclusions. Extract 1.1 is an illustration of a candidate who 
performed well in this question. 
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Extract 1.1  
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Extract 1.1 shows an example of a candidate who managed to analyse the 
three similarities and differences between the African and European feudal 
systems during the 15th Century. 

The candidates whose marks ranged from 06 to 9.5 showed a combination of 
weaknesses though they possessed a considerable strength to qualify for few 
marks. The weaknesses observed in their work include; failure to exhaust the 
required number of points, mixing correct and incorrect responses and 
inadequate explanations. With such weaknesses, they could not fully exhaust 
the question demands. 
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Moreover, scorers of 01 to 5.5 marks suffered from great deficiencies. Their 
responses were largely characterised by a lot of inadequacies such as shallow 
explanations with many candidates being able to outline some points without 
giving any detail while others could only provide very few relevant points on 
the similarities of African and European feudal systems but could not score 
any mark from the second part of the question and vice versa. Moreover, 
some mixed few relevant points with the general explanations on the levels of 
development of Africa and Europe. 

Two candidates who scored a 00 mark, misinterpreted the question and thus 
provided irrelevant responses. One candidate for example, explained the 
types of feudal systems that developed in East Africa such as Nyarubanja, 
Umwinyi and Busulo. Surprisingly, another candidate focused on the 
development reached by Europe and Africa as shown in extract 1.2 below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



7 
	  

Extract 1.2 
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Extract 1.2 shows a candidate whose comparisons and contrasts portray the 
development reached by Europe and Africa during the 15th century contrary 
to the requirement of the question.  

2.2 Question 2 

To fulfill the requisites of the question, candidates were to elaborate six 
factors which hindered the success of the “Back to Africa Movement”. The 
question was set from the topic: “People of African Origin in the New 
World”. It was one of the most attempted and well scored as 74.7 percent of 
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the candidates attempted it of which only one candidate (0.0%) scored a 00 
mark and very few candidates (1.7%) scored from 0.5 to 5.5 marks, 34.7 
percent scored from 06 to 9.5 marks while the majority of the candidates 
(63.6%) scored from 10 to 16.5 marks. 

The question probably won the choice of most candidates since it was 
extracted from a topic which is sharing contents with other topics such as 
“The Rise of Capitalism in Europe”.  Not only that but also Marcus Garvey 
the architect of the “Back to Africa Movement” is among the outstanding 
figures of the black activists in America. This has probably made the “Back 
to Africa Movement” more attractive to history candidates. 

The candidates who scored from 10 to 16.5 marks possessed the required 
qualities for a good answer. Their explanations were clear and they were 
mostly able to meet the required number of points. Some points like 
insufficient resources, divisions among the Blacks and strong opposition from 
the American government were well featured in their responses. However, 
variations in their scores were caused by some distortions observed in some 
candidates’ work like making repetition of few points and inclusion of 
irrelevant examples. Extract 2.1 reveals a relatively good response. 
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Extract 2.1 
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Extract 2.1 is an example of a candidate who managed to explain the 
obstacles which black Africans faced in their back to Africa Movement. 

The candidates who scored from 06 to 9.5 marks showed a better 
understanding of the task of the question but portrayed some weaknesses 
which hindered them to score higher marks. Such weaknesses were; mixing 
correct and incorrect responses, inability to exhaust the required number of 
points, repetition of some points and failure to provide elaborate answers. 

Most of the responses of the candidates whose scores ranged from 0.5 to 5.5 
marks differed in weaknesses. Most of the candidates either responded on the 
general problems that faced the People of African origin in the Diaspora or 
the success of the Back to Africa Movement instead of highlighting the 
challenges that faced the Movement.  However, such candidates could only 
score a mark from the introduction.  Moreover candidates whose responses 
ranged from 1.5 to 5.5 marks either outlined few correct points or their 
explanations portrayed some partial relevance. 

 
 
 



13 
	  

A candidate who scored a 00 mark, probably read the question hastily thus 
went off point by writing issues which were totally contrary to the question 
demands. This candidate responded on the reasons for the Back to Africa 
movement instead of the hindrances of the successes of the movement as it is 
shown in the part of his/her responses in the extract 2.2 below. 

Extract 2.2 

Extract 2.2 indicates a part of the candidate’s response which embodies the 
reasons for the Back to Africa movement instead of the hindrances of the 
successes of the movement. 

2.3 Question 3 
 

The question was derived from the topic “Pre – colonial African Societies”. It 
required the candidates to explain six roles of Islamic religion in the 
formation of Pre-colonial West African states. It was one of the least 
attempted as only 1,654 candidates (14.7%) opted for it. However, its 
performance was relatively good as no candidate scored a 00 mark,   1.9 
percent scored from 01 to 5.5 marks, 29.2 percent scored from 06 to 9.5 
marks whereas the majority (68.9%) scored from 10 to 15 marks.   
 
The candidates who scored from 10 to 15 marks revealed to have knowledge 
and clear understanding of the question needs.  They managed to explain on 
how Islamic religion contributed to the formation and consolidation of states 
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such as strengthening unity, improving administration and moral standards, 
provision of education and strengthening the development of strong armies.  
The variations in their scores were associated with various reasons basing on 
the understanding of the subject matter of the question, for example exactness 
of explanations on relevant points and provision of relevant examples. Extract 
3.1 portrays a sample of a relatively good response in this question.  
 
Extract 3 
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Extract 3 is an example of a candidate who elaborated the contributions of 
Islamic religion in the development of pre-colonial West African States. 
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The candidates who scored from 6 to 9.5 marks showed better understanding 
of the question by elaborating some correct points but they failed to suffice 
the needs for a better answer because their responses were affected by a 
number of limitations such as mixing correct and incorrect responses, giving 
incorrect examples and repetition of some points. 
 
Furthermore, the andidates who scored from 01 to 5.5 marks showed various 
weaknesses in their responses. Majority of them relied on the general factors 
for state formation like role of standing army, capable leaders and 
geographical advantages while others could only outline the points. 
Moreover, other candidates failed to comprehend the concept of the question, 
for example, they came out with the reasons for the Jihad Movements such as 
the need to purify Islam, selling of Muslims into slavery and the need to 
establish the rule of law which were not in favour of the task stipulated in the 
question. Such candidates could score a mark from the introduction part. 
 

2.4 Question 4 

The question was composed from the topic: “From colonialism to the First 
World War (1880s to 1914)”.  In this question, candidates were asked to 
examine the functions of the colonial state and to explain its four 
characteristics. It was one among the least attempted question since only 33.7 
percent of all the candidates attempted it. However, candidates’ performance 
was good as no candidate scored a 00 mark, 1.2 percent scored from 1.5 to 
5.5 marks, 22.5 percent scored from 06 to 9.5 marks and the majority (76.3%) 
had their marks ranging from 10 to 19 marks. 

The candidates who scored from 10 to 19 marks demonstrated a good 
mastery of the question.  They explained on the points like; maintenance of 
peace and order, supervision of production and serving as agent of Western 
culture among others as functions of colonial state and the characteristics of 
colonial state were featured by points like violence in nature, dependence on 
metropolitan state and exploitative in nature.  Variations in performance 
(from 10 to 19 marks) were mainly caused by failure of some candidates to 
meet the number of the instructed points (four in each part) and disparity in 
the clarity of their explanations.  Extract 4 indicates a sample of the 
candidates who managed to provide good answers. 
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Extract 4 
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Extract 4 is an example of a candidate who responded on the functions and 
characteristics of the Colonial State relatively well. 

The candidates who scored from 06 to 9.5 marks mostly answered the 
question correctly by explaining well only on either the functions or the 
characteristics of the colonial state. Most of them provided better responses 
on the characteristics of colonial state than on the functions of colonial state 
while others presented correct responses alongside wrong ones on both parts 
of the question.   

On the other hands, candidates who scored from 1.5 to 5.5 marks provided 
responses which were largely diverging from what was desired. Some 
outlined the points only while others presented few correct points basing on 
one part of the question that is either the functions or the characteristics of the 
colonial state. Moreover, there were some who went astray by presenting 
information which appeared completely out of question demands like the 
characteristics of the colonial economy and reasons for colonization of Africa 
in one part of this question,   but they could score some marks in the other 
part of the question, such as the introductions and the conclusions.  
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2.5 Question 5 

The question was set from the topic “Colonial economy and Social Services 
after the Second World War”.  It called for three notable features and three 
effects of colonial health services. Of all the questions, this question had a 
least frequency as only 10 percent of the candidates attempted it. The 
candidates’ performance however was relatively good as no candidate scored 
a 00 mark and the minority scored below 10 marks (4.6 percent scored from 
01 to 5.5, 25.5 percent scored from 06 to 9.5) while the majority (69.9%) 
scored from 10 to16.5 marks  

A demonstration of relatively better answer layouts and knowledge was 
witnessed in the work of candidates who scored from 10 to 16.5 marks. They 
revealed a greater competence in what was desired from them. Points like; 
services were racially based, concentrated in urban centers and productive 
areas were noted  as features of colonial health services  while  points like 
unequal development, converting some people into Christianity and 
neglecting African traditional medicines were pointed out as effects of 
colonial health services. Probably, what might have boosted easy 
understanding and interpretation of the question is the fact that some features 
of health Services closely relate to or denote the effects of colonial health 
services. Extract 5 provides a sample of one of the good responses. 
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Extract 5 
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Extract 5 is a sample of a candidate who responded fairly well on question 
by proving features of colonial health services and their impact on Africa. 

The candidates whose marks ranged from 06 to 10 responded only on one 
part of the question more correctly than the other part. Moreover they mixed 
up correct and incorrect points on either one or both parts of the question.  
Furthermore, one of the notable weakness observed in this group was 
inability of some candidates to differentiate the features of colonial health 
services from their effects, for example points like; neglecting African 
traditional medicines and unequal development were noted as features by 
some candidates instead of effects of colonial health services. 

The candidates who scored from 01 to 5.5 marks demonstrated various 
weaknesses in their responses such as presenting few correct points which 
were partially elaborated on one part of the question that is either the features 
or effects of colonial health services, outlining points without elaborations 
and scoring a mark only from the introduction.  
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2.6 Question 6 

This question was derived from the topic “Colonial Economy and Social 
Services after the Second World War”.  Candidates were demanded to 
explain six objectives of introducing Progressive Farmers in Africa after the 
Second World War. The question was attempted by a relatively few 
candidates (13.4%) probably due the fact that the topic “Colonial Economy 
and Social Services after the Second World War” challenged them more than 
its counterpart “Influence of External Forces to the Rise of African 
Nationalism and Struggle for Independence” of the same section “B” thus 
they preferred opting for question seven and eight.  Despite its low frequency 
however, the candidates’ performance was promising since only two 
candidates (0.0%) scored a 00 mark, 5.1 percent scored from 01 to 05.5 mark, 
21.7 percent scored from 06 to 9.5 mark  and majority of them (73.2%) 
scored from  10 to 17 marks. 

The candidates who scored from 10 to 17 marks managed to provide a good 
presentation of their essays and their responses were embodied with 
supportive examples. They were able to provide a correct concept of 
Progressive Farmers and its objectives like; boosting crop production, 
maintaining the colonial policy of divide and rule, consolidating capitalist 
relations in the colonies and expanding markets for European manufactured 
goods. The disparities in their scores were due to inequality in the level of 
mastery of the subject matter and ability to elaborate more clearly. Extract 6.1 
discloses one of the candidates’ good response.  
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Extract 6 
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Extract 6. is a sample of a candidate who responded relatively well on this 
question by highlighting the rationale of introducing master farmers in 
Africa. 

Observation on the candidates’ responses with 06 to 9.5 marks reveals that 
many candidates showed ability to point out a few objectives of introducing 
Progressive Farmers but could not support their points with concrete 
explanations while others either lacked specific examples to clarify their 
points or provided false ones.  With such limitations they could not score 
higher marks. 

The scorers of 01 to 05.5 marks mostly gave the general objectives or 
significance of introducing colonial agriculture thus attained few marks from 
the few points which related to the objectives of introducing progressive 
farmers. Such marks varied in that range depending on clarity of their 
explanations. 

The two candidates who scored a 00 mark showed lack of knowledge on 
Progressive Farmers. One candidate for example perceived Progressive 
Farmers as settler farmers while the other related these farmers with State 
plantations. With such wrong approaches their responses were liable for a 00 
score. 
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2.7 Question 7 

This question which was drawn from the topic: “The Influence of External 
Forces, the Rise of Nationalism and Struggle for Independence in Africa” 
required the candidates to examine the causes of the rise of Pan – African 
Movement and to show the significance of such movement in the rise of 
African nationalism.  Being derived from the topic in which the candidates 
had background knowledge from a Form Four topic of “African Nationalism” 
and “People of African Origin in the New World” which is covered in Form 
Five, the question seemed to be more familiar to candidates as they were able 
to transfer the knowledge from such previous topics in answering it. The 
question was attempted by many candidates (87.2%) who scored generously 
since no candidate scored a 00 mark, 1.4 percent scored from 0.5 to 5.5 
marks, 15.8 percent scored from 06 to 9.5 marks and  the rest candidates 
(82.8%)  had their marks ranging from 10 to 18.   

A reasonable number of candidates scored from 10 to 18 marks.  Most of 
them possessed sufficient knowledge on Pan Africanism and its role towards 
African nationalism.  Causes like intensive exploitation of people of African 
origin, feeling of homelessness, segregation, role of black leaders and the role 
of American independence (1776) were stipulated as causes while on the side 
of significance of Pan Africanism towards the rise of African Nationalism, 
points like provision of a forum to discuss their common problems, formation 
of OAU and raising awareness were featured. The variations in their scores 
however, were due to the disparities in the strengths of their arguments. 
Extract 7.1 is a sample of a relevant response in this question. 
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Extract 7.1 
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Extract 7.1 shows an example of a candidate who was able to examine the 
three causes of the rise of Pan – African Movement and show its three 
significance in the rise of nationalism in Africa.  
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A group whose score ranged from 06 to 9.5 marks possessed major desired 
qualities as they highlighted relevant points more correctly. However, their 
chances for higher scores were curtailed by some limitations like the 
imbalance in scores from the two parts of the question that is causes of Pan-
African Movement and its significance in the rise of African nationalism. 
Some of them answered correctly the second part of the question which 
called for the significance of Pan Africanism in the rise of African 
nationalism more than the first part.   
 
The candidates who scored from 0.5 to 5.5 marks could at least mention and 
provide explanations on few points especially on the significance of the 
Movement in the rise of African nationalism which could not make them 
score higher marks. Generally, many candidates in this category were victims 
of misconceptions. Despite pointing out some few relevant responses, the 
majority deviated from the focus of the question demand, for example some 
explained the problems the People of African origin suffered in their 
liberation struggle by pinpointing points like “the blacks were few in number 
and the blacks were financially weak”, others dealt with the aims of Pan-
African Movement while others  provided the general contributing factors for 
the rise of African Nationalism like the role of UNO, the role of USA and the 
role of USSR. A notable strength however, was their ability to provide 
relevant introductions and conclusions. Extract 7.2 is a part of the candidate’s 
response who explained the significance of Pan Africanism which were not 
asked in this question. 
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Extract 7.2 

 
In extract 7.2, the candidate explained the points which sound like the 
significance of Pan Africanisms which do not match with decolonization 
processes in Africa. 
 

2.8 Question 8 

Like its counterpart (question 7), this question was also derived from the 
topic “Influence of External Force, the Rise of African Nationalism and 
Struggle for Independence”.  It also had two parts with the first part 
demanding candidates to explain the reasons which forced the USSR to 
support decolonization processes in Africa and the second one demanding the 
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candidates to show how she (USSR) supported the process of Africa 
decolonization.  Similarly it shared the same attractions and background to 
many candidates like question seven (7). Moreover, this question had an 
added advantage of being popular to most candidates since Tanzania was a 
close ally of the USSR during the decolonization processes thus candidates 
could easily transfer the knowledge of the means through which USSR 
supported Tanzania to the decolonization of Africa. Such advantages possibly 
influenced the choice of majority of the candidates in this section by 
harvesting 88.4 percent of the candidates of which four candidates (0.0%) 
scored a 00 mark, 2.1 percent scored from 0.5 to 5.5 marks, 24.3 percent 
scored from 6 to 9.5 marks and a good number of candidates (73.6%) scored 
from 10 to 18 marks. 

The candidates whose scores ranged from 10 to 18 marks were able to 
explain the required points like; the need for containment of capitalism, 
spread of socialist ideology and the USSR industrial demands as among the 
reasons for USSR to support African decolonization and provision of moral 
and Material support, use of her VETO power in the UNO and ideological 
support which described the means the USSR used to facilitate 
decolonization process of African States. However, their marks ranged from 
10 to 18 due to the divergence in their ability to provide the desired answers 
and relevant examples. Extract 8 provides a sample of a relatively good 
response in this question. 
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Extract 8 
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A part of the response in extract 8 illustrates a candidate who was able to 
elaborate the reasons and ways through which USSR supported 
decolonization process in Africa.    

The candidates who scored from 06 to 9.5 marks failed to demonstrate better 
understanding of the question to qualify for higher mark.  Since the question 
had two (2) parts, some managed to respond well on only one part of the 
question and others mixed the correct and incorrect responses while others 
made repetitions of some points thus limited them from higher scores. 

The candidates whose marks ranged from 0.5 to 5.5 could score at least some 
marks in the main body after mentioning some reasons and means through 
which USSR supported decolonization process in Africa but provided vague 
explanations.  Candidates who failed to score a mark in the main body could 
score a mark in the introduction. Moreover, other candidates who explained 
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the general factors for the rise of African nationalism could score a mark 
from the introduction and the point on the role of the USSR.  

It was hard for the candidates to score a 00 mark in this question just like the 
case of question seven (7). However, four candidates who went astray had 
their discussion revolving around the causes and impact of the Cold War 
probably due to the fact that the USSR was directly concerned in the Cold 
War. Surprisingly, one candidate’s responses centered on the USA thus 
provided responses which were irrelevant to a greater extent. 

2.9 Question 9 

The question was constructed from the topic “Political and Economic 
Development in Tanzania since independence”. It demanded the candidates 
to analyse six challenges to industrial development in Tanzania. It attracted    
50.5 percent of all the candidates of which only 0.4 percent scored from 0.5 
to 5.5 marks, 12.3 percent scored from 06 to 9.5 marks while the majority 
(87.3%) scored from 9.5 to 18.5 marks.   

These data reveal a good performance which might be attributed to the fact 
that issues on the economic development in Tanzania are popular among 
most Tanzanians since they have direct impact on their lives. Furthermore, 
the topic from which the question was set is taught in other subjects like 
Geography, General Studies and Economics hence the candidates might have 
exhausted a wider coverage of the topic. 

To a greater extent, candidates who scored from 10 to 18.5 marks portrayed 
deep understanding of the subject matter by showing relevant and current 
problems facing industrial development in Tanzania by providing specific 
examples to support their arguments.  Their responses featured points like 
poor technology, weak linkage between economic sectors like agriculture and 
trade and lack of enough skilled labour in scientific and technological fields.  
However, the variations in their scores were caused by differences in their 
elaborations and clarity of examples given. Extract 9.1 reveals a good 
response. 

 
 
 
 



36 
	  

Extract 9.1 

 



37 
	  

 



38 
	  

 
Extract 9.1 is an example of candidate’s response in which the challenges to 
industrial development in Tanzania were relatively clearly analysed.  

The candidates who scored from 06 to 9.5 marks possessed some weaknesses 
and strengths in their explanations. Most of them were able to point out the 
correct points but failed to provide elaborate answers and cite specific 
examples in Tanzania, others presented outlined points but provided very 
partial explanations while others failed to meet the number of points required 
in the question. 

The candidates who scored from 0.5 to 5.5 marks were unable to produce 
what was really expected for a good response. Some simply outlined the 
points, some mixed relevant points with different information concerning the 
economic problems facing Tanzania while others provided partial 
explanations on their correct points which denied them reasonable marks.  A 
few number of candidates totally diverted from the requisites of the question 
probably due to their  failure to understand the terminology “challenge to” 
employed in the question thus they  explained either  on the effects or the 
means of promoting industrial development in Tanzania.  However; such 
candidates could score a mark from the introduction part. Extract 9.2 is an 
example of a part of the candidate’s responses which diverted from the 
question demands. 
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Extract 9.2 
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Extract 9.2 is an example of the candidates who misconceived the question 
by providing the negative effects of industrialization instead of the 
challenges to industrial development in Tanzania.  
 

2.10   Question 10  

The question required the candidates to justify the inevitability of economic 
crisis in Tanzania by using six reasons.  It was also set from the topic 
“Political and Economic Development in Tanzania since Independence”. A 
total of 5539 candidates (49.1%) attempted this question of which only 1 
candidate (0.0%) scored a 00 mark, 0.9 percent scored from 0.5 to 5.5 marks, 
22.4 percent scored from 06 to 9.5 marks and 76.7 percent scored from 6 to 
16.5 marks. 

Good performance of the majority of the candidates in this question might 
have been caused by availability of many sources of information since 
Tanzania’s economic crisis is widely discussed on mass media, public 
meetings of politicians, educationists and economic activists. Additionally 
the crisis on Tanzania’s economy is experienced by people in their daily life 
thus its root causes is likely to be known. 
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The Candidates whose scores ranged from 10 to 16.5 marks showed better 
knowledge on the economic crisis in Tanzania. They reflected on both the 
past and the current situation of Tanzania, for example, points like natural 
calamities, low levels of technology, dependence on foreign aids, 
monoculture economy, corruption and poor planning polished their answers. 
Variations in their scores however, were caused by difference in their 
abilities to relate correct points (arguments) to Tanzania’s situation and 
giving specific examples. Extract 10.1 is an example of a relatively good 
response. 
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Extract 10.1 
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Extract 10.1 indicates a sample of the responses from a candidate who 
managed to provide a more illustrated answer to this question. 
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The candidates who scored from 06 to 9.5 marks managed to interpret the 
question but came up with few well elaborated arguments.  Though some 
presented the required number of points but they were curtailed by shallow 
explanations and lack of vivid examples.  Moreover, some of them repeated 
the points, for example, the most repeated points were “Natural Calamities” 
which many split into points like floods and droughts as separate points while 
lack of expert and lack of skilled labour were discussed as separate points by 
some candidates. 

The candidates whose scores ranged from 0.5 to 5.5 marks revealed several 
weaknesses such as scoring a mark from the introduction but failing to 
interpret the word “inevitable” hence writing off points in the main body or 
failing to meet the required number of points and outlining relevant points 
but failing to elaborate them. 

A candidate who scored a 00 mark misinterpreted the question as a result 
he/she wrote on the solution to be undertaken in solving economic problems 
facing Tanzania as extract 10.2 below shows. 
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Extract 10.2 
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 Extract 10.2 is a sample of a candidate’s response which explains the 
solutions to economic crisis in Tanzania contrary to the demand of the 
question. 

 

3.0 ANALYSIS OF THE CANDIDATES’ PERFORMANCE IN EACH 
QUESTION: (PAPER TWO) 

3.1 Question 1 

This question was derived from the topic “Rise of Democracy in Europe”.  
The requisite of the question was to analyse the impact of the English 
Glorious Revolution on the Development of Democracy in Europe. A total of 
4307 candidates (61.8%) attempted this question of which 1.8 percent scored 
from 0.5 to 5.5 marks, 21.2 percent scored from 6 to 9.5 while majority of 
them (77%) scored from 10 to 17 marks. 
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The candidates whose scores ranged from 10 to 17 marks showed a better 
understanding of the question by presenting well elaborated arguments and 
relevant examples. They were able to build correctly strong arguments on 
points like; abolition of all forms of King’s absolutism, increase of freedom 
of worship and stimulating the occurrence of other revolutions like the 1789 
French revolution.  The range in their scores (10 to 17) was determined by the 
ability of some individual candidates to produce more detailed and clearer 
explanations than others. Extract 11 is a sample of a relatively good response 
in this question. 

Extract 11 
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Extract 11.1 shows an analysis of the impact of the English Glorious 
revolution on the development of democracy in Europe.  

The candidates who scored from 6 to 10 marks were able to interpret the 
question relatively well though they were also subjected to some deficiencies 
which denied them better marks, for example, some explained the impact of 
Glorious Revolution to the rise of democracy in Britain only and not in the 
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whole European continent as the question required, others stipulated correct 
points but were unable to clarify them exhaustively while others lacked 
examples in some points. 

Some candidates whose scores ranged from 0.5 to 5.5 marks failed to relate 
the impact of the revolution with the rise of democracy though they managed 
to provide some relevant introductions. On the other hand, some candidates 
misinterpreted the question by showing the contribution of the Glorious 
revolution to the rise of capitalism instead of the rise of democracy hence 
scored few marks from the points which showed the contributions of the 
revolution to the rise of both democracy and capitalism. Such points include; 
“the rise of middle class” and “the increase of class struggle between the 
bourgeoisie and the workers” which embodied the elements of the growth of 
democracy.  

3.2 Question 2 

This question which was composed from the topic “The Rise of Capitalism in 
Europe” called for candidates to examine six factors for the rise of 
commercial capitalism. It was expected to attract many candidates bearing in 
mind that the topic in which it was extracted is taught in ordinary level and it 
is a popular topic which links the development of capitalism with 
colonization of Africa. However, less than a half of all the candidates (49.2%) 
attempted it. The use of the terms “commercial capitalism” might have 
obstructed some candidates who are used to the concept “Commercial 
revolution” or “Mercantilism” to opt for it. However, the candidates’ 
performance in this question was good since only 5 candidates (0.1%) scored 
a 00 mark, 5.2 percent scored from 0.5 to 5.5 marks, 35. 8 percent scored 
from 6 to 9.5  marks and more than a half (58.9%) had their marks ranging 
from 10 to 18.   

The candidates who scored from 10 to 18 marks were able to provide 
sufficient number of points with detailed explanations and relevant examples. 
Points like; prior accumulation of capital, geographical discoveries and  the 
rise of national states interested in trade were laid down. However, the 
variation of scores (from 10 to18 marks) was caused by a number of 
weaknesses displayed by some candidates in their arguments such as 
inclusion of some irrelevant examples and points and on the other hand the 



50 
	  

strength in arguments and relevance of examples displayed by others. Extract 
12.1 portrays an example of a good response. 

Extract 12.1 
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Extract 12.1 is an example of a candidate who was able to present a well 
argued answer in this question.  

Responses in the range of 06 to 9.5 marks had a relatively few limitations 
such as insufficient number of points, lack of adequate explanations, relevant 
examples and factual elaborations in some of the arguments.   
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The responses of candidates who scored from 0.5 to 5.5 marks left some 
aspects which were desired for higher scores, for example, many in this range 
of score managed to highlight the relevant points but failed to show how they 
contributed to the development of capitalism while others had few correct 
points but their explanations were weak to deserve better scores. Moreover, 
some candidates provided relevant introductions but their responses in the 
main body were irrelevant. 

The candidates who scored a 00 mark either misinterpreted the question or 
presented ideas which are not related to the topic from which the question 
originated, for example some candidates who misinterpreted the question 
addressed the factors for the rise of capitalism by stipulating points like 
industrial and political revolutions.  In this regard, such candidates could not 
score any mark. Extract 12.2 is an example of a poor response from a 
candidate with poor idea on the term “commercial capitalism”. 
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Extract 12.2 
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Extract 12.2 is an example of a candidate who responded on the factors for 
the development of capitalism and the contradictions of monopoly capitalism 
instead of examining the factors for the rise of commercial capitalism. 
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3.3 Question 3 

The question was set from the topic “Imperialism and Territorial Division of 
the World”.  With the aid of vivid examples, candidates were to explain the 
reasons which made some areas in Africa to experience intensive scramble 
than others. It was one among the least attempted question since only 32.6 
percent of all the candidates attempted it. However,  its performance was 
good since only three candidates (0.1%) scored a 00 mark, 4.7 percent scored 
from 0.5 to 5.5 marks, 25 percent scored from 6 to 9.5 marks and the majority 
(70.2%) had their marks ranging from 10 to 18.5 marks. 

The candidates whose scores ranged from 10 to 18.5 marks were able to give 
the specific reasons which caused intensive scramble for some areas by citing 
specific examples of areas which experienced intensive scramble to justify 
their arguments, for example, points like strategic areas were accompanied by 
examples like Egypt and Congo while accessibility to the interior was 
supported by examples like the Niger and the Congo basins due to the 
navigability of Niger and Congo rivers respectively.  The disparity in their 
scores was due to strengths and weaknesses in the points elaborated and 
relevancy of examples given. Extract 13.1 provides a good example of a good 
response. 
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Extract 13.1 
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Extract 13.1 is a sample of a candidate’s work which illustrates clearly the 
reasons why some areas were intensively scrambled for than others in 
Africa. 
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The reasons for some candidates to score from 6 to 9.5 marks varied. The 
major causes were inadequate explanations on some points, lack of specific 
examples and providing the reasons for intensive scramble of some areas 
alongside the reasons for scramble for and partition of Africa. However, a 
notable weakness in their responses was poor presentations since majority of 
them explained more on the areas which experienced intensive scramble than 
relating their explanations with the reasons as to why such areas were 
intensively scrambled.   

The candidates who scored from 0.5 to 5.5 marks showed several weaknesses 
and very minimal strengths. In most cases, the majority in this group focused 
their explanations on the areas which experienced intensive scramble and not 
on the reasons for scrambling such areas thus qualified for some few marks 
depending on the qualities of their explanations. Moreover, others could score 
some marks from the introduction only. 

The candidates who scored a 00 mark certainly failed to grasp the demands of 
the question. Two of them argued on reasons for colonization of Africa 
whereas points like European Balance of Power, rise of European nationalism 
and the effects of economic imperialism were expounded while one candidate 
responded on the impact of the scramble of Africa as extract 13.2 shows.  
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Extract 13.2 

 

 

Extract 13.2 illustrates an example of a candidate who explained the points 
which resemble the impact of capitalism on Africa. 

 

3.4 Question 4 

The question was composed from the topic “Rise of Capitalism in Europe”.  
The candidates were to elaborate six reasons which made the abolition of 
Trans- Atlantic Slave Trade inevitable in the 19th century. Almost a half of all 
the candidates (55.4%) attempted this question among them  eleven 
candidates (0.2%) scored a 00 mark, 15.4 percent scored  from 0.5 to 5.5 
marks, 20.5 percent scored from 06 to 9.5 marks and  63.9 percent scored 
from 10 to 18 marks. 

The range of 10 to 18 marks featured the candidates whose responses were 
endowed with relevant arguments basing on points like; industrial revolution, 
British and French Sugar Competition, possession of enough slaves by the 
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British in the West Indies and the American independence of 1776.  The 
disparities in their scores based on the differences in the depth of their 
explanation. Extract 14.1 is a sample of a relatively good response in this 
question 

Extract 14.1 
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Extract 14.1 is an illustration of a relatively good response in this question 
which embodies the reasons which made the abolition of slave trade in the 
19th century unavoidable. 

The candidates who scored from 6 to 10 marks were able to interpret the 
question correctly though they were subjected to varied shortcomings such as 
inability to meet the required number of points, providing some irrelevant 
points and elaborations in their responses and presenting relatively shallow 
elaborations.   
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Further more. The candidates who scored from 0.5 to 5.5 marks were victims 
of a lot of distortions like; presenting fewer points than required, partial 
explanations and scoring a mark from the introduction but going off point in 
the main body. 

The responses of the candidates who scored a 00 mark were either featured 
by the effect, mechanisms or the difficulties the abolitionists faced during the 
campaign of abolishing slave trade.  Such candidates were probably 
challenged by the term “inevitability” which was used in the question thus 
they came out with such haphazard responses. Extract 14.2 shows a part of 
the candidate’s response which was incorrect 

Extract 14.2 

 

Extract 14.2 is an example of a part of the candidate’s response who 
explained the problems which the abolitionists faced during the campaign of 
abolishing Slave Trade instead of the reasons for the abolition of the Trans-
Atlantic Slave Trade. 
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3.5 Question 5 

Question five (5) instructed the candidates to explain three aims of the New 
Deal and to examine its five effects in the U.S.A. It was drawn from the topic 
“Emergence of USA as a New Capitalist Superpower”. More than a half 
(55.2 %) of all the candidates attempted this question and its performance 
was relatively good as only eight candidates (0.1%) scored a 00 mark, 1.5 
percent scored from 0.5 to 5.5 marks, 12.2 percent scored from 06 to 9.5 
marks while many candidates (86.2%) scored from 10 to 19 marks.  

The candidates who scored from 10 to 19 marks were able to explain the aims 
and effects of the New Deal more correctly. The three aims explained were 
relief, recovery and reform and some of the effects put forward include 
provision of relief, welfare benefit and revival of Banking and financial 
strength. The range of scores from 10 to 19 marks was due to the fact that 
some candidates demonstrated better understanding of the subject matter than 
others. Extract 15.1 is an example of a candidate with a good response. 
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Extract 15.1 
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Extract 15.1 shows an example of a candidate who provided relatively good 
responses on the aims and effects of the New deal in the USA. 
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The inadequacies observed in the responses of the candidates who scored 
from 06 to 10 marks include; provision of insufficient explanations and 
examples on their points and provision of irrelevant answers in part one and 
relevant answers in the second part of the question or vice versa.  

The candidates in the range of 0.5 to 5.5 marks had shortage of points and 
shallow explanations. Most of them failed to stipulate the aims of the New 
Deal, hence scored only some few marks on its effects which however were 
not explained exhaustively. 

Like in other questions, the presentations of the candidates who scored a 00 
mark were erroneous. They proved to have limited knowledge on the New 
Deal as their responses deviated from the question demands, for example 
some centered their explanation on the Great Boom and others examined the 
effects of USA imperialism. Extract 15.2 indicates a candidate who even 
failed to realize where the New Deal worked.  

Extract 15.2 

 



73 
	  

 

Extract 15.2 is an example of a candidate who responded irrelevantly by 
associating the New Deal with the mechanisms of reviving the British 
economy in the first part of the question and provided the effects of the Great 
Boom in the USA in the second part. 

 
 
. 
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3.6 Question 6 

Question six (6) was drawn from the topic “Rise of Dictatorship in Germany, 
Italy and Japan”. Candidates were required to analyse six effects of Nazi 
dictatorship in Germany during the 1930s.  It was attempted by 59.4 percent 
of all the candidates of which only one candidate (0.0%) scored 1 mark, 11.9 
percent scored from 0.5 to 5.5 marks, 39.1 percent scored from 06 to 9.5 
marks and 49 percent scored from 10 to 17.5 marks.  

Upper scorers’ responses were endowed with detailed explanations and good 
flow of ideas across their works which proved their possession of adequate 
knowledge on the dictatorship in Germany.  Such candidates were able to 
present relevant points like; effective organization of the economy, 
persecution of the Jews, state control of the media and outbreak the Second 
World War. However, scores for this group ranged from 10 to 17.5 marks 
depending on the clarity of each individual response. Extract 16 provides a 
sample of a relatively good response.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



75 
	  

Extract 16 
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Extract 16 is an example of candidate’s response which reveals a mastery of 
the effects of Nazism on Germany. 
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The range of 06 to 9.5 marks was revealed in the candidates’ responses which 
had insufficient knowledge on the German Nazism. Candidates in this group 
failed to exhaust the required number of points and others failed to provide 
well elaborated arguments on some of the points.  Some of the candidates 
however, based their arguments on the general impact of Nazism on Europe 
and the world at large. Though some of the points had a direct relationship 
with the impact of Nazism in Germany but such candidates had their marks 
lowered for not being specific because their responses revealed guesswork. 

The candidates who scored from 0.5 to 5.5 marks provided partial responses 
which cold not deserve more marks, for instance, some presented a mixture 
of ideas between German Nazism and Italian Fascism while others 
haphazardly wrote several aspects in relation to Nazism such as the causes, 
internal and external policies which embodied little elements of effects.  Such 
weaknesses limited them to score higher marks.  

The candidates could hardly score a 00 mark in this question due to the fact 
that Nazism and Adolf Hitler are inseparable, yet Hitler is one of the most 
notable characters in the world history that every candidate would have 
admired to take hold of his history, however, still one candidate scored a 00 
mark after providing arguments basing on Italian fascism.  

 
3.7 Question 7 

 
This question was attempted by only 3,929 (34.9%) candidates. In this 
question, the candidates were required to examine six reasons for the demise 
of Russia and the communist bloc. It was composed from the topic “Rise of 
Socialism”. The performance of the candidates was relatively good as only 
three candidates (0.0%) scored a 00 mark,   6.8 percent scored from 0.5 to 5.5 
marks, 23.2 percent scored from 06 to 9.5 marks whereas the majority 
(69.4%) scored from 10 to 18.5.  
 

Scores from 10 to 18.5 marks were awarded to the candidates who were able 
to expound the reasons for the demise of Russia and the communist bloc by 
bringing up better arguments on points like, the nationalist pressure within 
the union, economic stagnation, capitalist maneuvers and rise of weak 
leaders.  More interestingly, many concluded their work by pointing out some 
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effects of the demise of the Communist bloc such as overthrow of 
Communist regimes and reduction of aid to Third World countries. The 
disparities of marks among them were caused by their variations in the ability 
to produce extensively elaborated work. Extract 17.1 portrays a good 
example of a good response. 

Extract 17.1 
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Extract 17.1 is a part of an illustration of a candidate who was able to 
provide a relatively well presented reasons for the demise of Russia and the 
Communist bloc. 

Though candidates who scored from 06 to 9.5 marks showed better 
understanding of the question, they could not earn higher marks due to their 
insufficient knowledge on what was desired for higher score. They were 
affected by inadequate explanations, running short of relevant examples and 
failure to exhaust the required number of points. 

The candidates who scored from 0.5 to 5.5 marks demonstrated possession of 
very little knowledge on the demands of the question.  Some for example, 
scored a mark from only the introduction as they could only tell what the 
communist bloc was but failed to provide relevant points on the demise of the 
bloc while others gave few correct points but still could not manage to stress 
truthfulness on them. 

The candidates who scored a 00 mark misinterpreted the question by 
attributing it to the Russian Revolution therefore, gave the reasons for the 
outbreak of the Russian revolution. Surprisingly, one candidate embraced the 
reasons for the occurrence of the Cold war probably due to the fact that the 
communist bloc was involved in this war. Extract 17.2 shows an example of a 
candidate who misinterpreted the question. 
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Extract 17.2 
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Extract 17.2 shows an example of candidates who expressed the causes of 
the Russian Revolution instead of the reasons that contributed to the demise 
of Russia and the Communist bloc. 
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3.8 Question 8 

This question instructed the candidates to explain three factors which initiated 
the Cold War and to analyse three reasons that forced USSR to set a nuclear 
missile in Cuba. It was coined from the topic “Threats to World Peace after 
the Second World War”.  Almost a half (49.5%) of all the candidates 
attempted this question and its performance was good since only one 
candidate scored a 00 mark, 2.4 percent scored from 0.5  to  5.5 marks, 22.6 
percent scored from 6 to 9.5 marks and many candidates (75%) scored from 
10 to 18 marks. 

The candidates who scored from 10 to 18 marks managed to explain the 
specific reasons for cold war such as; difference in principles between 
communism and capitalism, Stalin’s foreign policies, hostile attitude of USA 
and British politicians against the Soviet government, Marshal Plan and 
emergence of military alliances.  Likewise, they explained reasons as to why 
USSR launched Nuclear Missiles in Cuba by arguing on the points like ; the 
need to defend Cuba, to test the USA and to get an upper hand in the arms 
race by the USSR.  Extract 18.1 provides a sample of a relatively good 
answer. 
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Extract 18.1 
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Extract 18.1 is a sample of a candidate who was able to give a more 
elaborated work on the factors for the Cold War and the Cuban Missile 
crisis. 
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Candidates whose scores ranged from 06 to 9.5 marks possessed relatively 
few weaknesses which hindered them from scoring high marks, for example, 
some relied much on the manifestations of the cold war which slightly 
explains the causes of the cold war, therefore scored some few marks on the 
part which required reasons for the Cold War but managed to exhaust the 
three reasons for the installation of Nuclear Missiles in Cuba. Moreover, 
despite giving some correct points in either part of the question, a 
considerable number of candidates distorted their responses by providing 
inadequate elaborations and false examples in some points.  

Some candidates scored from 0.5 to 5.5 marks due to poor quality of the 
responses observed in their essays. Most of them were off points but largely 
managed to score the little they could from either the introduction or some 
few points. 

A candidate who scored a 00 mark failed to grasp the central theme of the 
question hence responded on the effects of Cold War. A part of his/her 
response in extract 18.2 reveals such a case. 

Extract 18.2 

 

Extract 18.2 indicates a candidate who argued on the points which resemble 
the impact of cold war.  

Other points which were pointed out by this candidate include, formation of 
military camps such as NATO and WARSAW PACT and the collapse of 
Russia. 

3.9 Question 9 

This question was set from the topic “Neo-colonialism and the question of 
Underdevelopment in the Third World Countries”. It required the candidates 
to explain four merits and four demerits of privatization Policy in Tanzania. 
Of all the questions in this paper, it was the least attempted as only 16.5 of all 
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the candidates attempted it, however, the candidates’ performance was good 
since no any candidate scored a 00 mark and very few candidates scored low 
marks, that is 4.9 percent scored from 1 to 5.5 marks and 33 percent scored 
from 6 to 9.5 marks while the majority (62.1%) scored from 10 to 16.5 
marks.   

The candidates who scored from 10 to 16.5 marks proved their ability in 
understanding what the question required and possessed enough knowledge 
on Privatization policies in Tanzania.  Their explanations featured points like; 
increase in production, reduction of government burden, improvement of 
technology as advantages of Privatization in Tanzania. Moreover, points like 
reduction in provision of some social services, loss of job and corruption 
were cited as disadvantages of privatization.  Differences in their responses 
were determined by variations in abilities to meet the required number of 
points and failure to elaborate deeply and cite specific examples as the result 
candidates had their scores ranging from 10 to 16.5. Extract 19 provides a 
sample of a relatively good response. 
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Extract 19 
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Extract 19 illustrates a good presentation of the advantages and 
disadvantages of privatization in Tanzania. 
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The candidates whose marks ranged from 06 to 10 had some desirable 
knowledge though they had some few limitations.  Some weaknesses which 
denied most of them the chance  for higher score include; failure to provide 
satisfactory explanations on some points, shortage of specific examples on 
the Tanzania’s situation and inability to meet the demanded number of points. 
The observed strength was the correct interpretation of the question which 
enabled them to provide relatively correct points. 

The candidates who scored from 01 to 5.5 marks answered the question 
haphazardly mixing up correct and incorrect responses. Moreover, they were 
not able to expound their few points effectively and others simply outlined 
some relevant points. 

3.10  Question 10 

This question which required the candidates to explain six indicators of 
underdevelopment was coined from the topic “Neo-colonialism and the 
question of underdevelopment of Third World Countries”. Majority of the 
candidates (83.1%) opted for it. Such a high frequency was probably 
attributed by the fact that the issues of underdevelopment are popular among 
most Tanzanians. Its performance was also good as only three candidates 
(0.0%) scored a 00 mark, 2.9 percent scored from 0.5 to 5.5 marks, 36 
percent scored from 6 to 9.5 marks and 61.5 percent scored from 10 to 17.5 
marks. 

The candidates who performed well demonstrated greater abilities in their 
arguments due to possession of enough knowledge on the subject matter. 
They explained points like; dependent economy, low per capita income, poor 
social services, low technology and monoculture economy. However, 
performance in this group varied from 10 to 17.5 marks due to differences in 
competence of explaining the relevant points accurately in a Tanzanian 
situation. Extract 20.1 is sample of such a good response. 
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Extract 20.1 
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Extract 20.1 is a good illustration of a candidate who managed to explain 
well the six indicators of underdevelopment.   
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The candidates who scored from 06 to 9.5 marks managed to meet the 
required number of points though their explanations were shallow. Other   
weaknesses observed in their responses include lack of specific examples and 
failure to meet all the six required points.  

Furthermore, the candidates whose marks ranged from 0.5 to 5.5 marks were 
characterised by several limitations.  Most of them failed to meet a required 
number of points while others responded on the indicators of 
underdevelopment alongside either the causes or effects of 
underdevelopment.  

The candidates who scored a 00 mark provided wrong responses which 
certainly had no connection with the question, for example, one candidate 
responded on the factors which can accelerate development as shown in 
extract 20.2 below. 

Extract 20.2 
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Extract 20.2 shows an example of a candidate who responded on the factors 
which lead to development 

4.0 ANALYSIS OF ITEMS PER TOPIC 
The performance of the History candidates in the ACSEE 2015 in all the 
topics was good. Most candidates answered the questions correctly hence 
scored good marks. Generally, the performance of the ACSEE 2014 and 2015 
in all topics were also good since the percentage of candidates who scored an 
average of 30 percent or more ranged from 86.4 to 99 and 88.10 to 99.35 in 
2014 and 2015 respectively. (See Appendix). 

5.0 CONCLUSION 
Despite the good performance in individual questions and in all the topics, It 
has been noted that, few candidates with poor quality of responses were 
influenced by a number of factors such as lack of knowledge of the concept 
related to the questions, inability to use English language, poor transfer of 
knowledge and misinterpretation of the questions. 
 
Furthermore, the analysis of the candidates’ performance shows that, there 
were some questions which were relatively avoided to some extent by the 
candidates. In paper 1, questions three (3), four (4), five (5) and six (6) had a 
relatively low frequencies while in paper 2, questions three (3), seven (7) and 
nine (9) were highly omitted. Low frequency in these questions was probably 
caused by partial coverage of the topics concerned which made some 
candidates to luck sufficient knowledge on such topics thus disregarded them. 
 
In order to improve the performance of the prospective candidates, all these 
observations should be addressed by the educational stakeholders.  
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6.0 RECOMMENDATIONS 
Although the performance of candidates in History in both Paper one (112/1) 
and two (112/2) was good, there were some candidates whose responses were 
not good in some of the questions and there was some questions which were 
avoided.  In order to improve the performance in History subject, the 
examiners suggest the following;- 

(a) Teachers should make sure that all topics are well covered so that 
candidates can be knowledgeable in all specified areas according to the 
syllabus. 
 

(b) Students should be encouraged to use English Language in their day to 
day communications so as to improve their language proficiency. 

 
(c) Students should be encouraged to read different sources (books, journals 

and pamphlets) in order to widen their knowledge. 
 

(d)  Teachers are advised to guide the students on how to identify the 
tasks/requirements of the questions. 
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Appendix  

A summary of Candidates’ Performance in 2014 and 2015 topic wise 

S/N Topic 

2014 2015 

Number 
of 
questions 
per topic 

Percentag
e of the 
candidates 
who 
scored an 
average of 
30 percent 
or more 

Remarks 

Number 
of 
questio
ns per 
topic 

Percenta
ge of the 
candidate
s who 
scored an 
average 
of 30 
percent 
or more 

Remarks 

1 
Political and 
Economic 
Development in 
Tanzania Since 
Independence. 

2 92.80 good 2 99.35 

 

good	  

2 
From Colonialism to 
the First World War 
(1880s - 1914). 

1 96.90 
good	  

1 98.80 

good	  

3 
Emergence of USA 
as a New Capitalist 
Superpower. 

1 98.30 
good	  

1 98.40 

good	  

4 
Africa and Europe in 
The 15th Century. 

1 90.00 good	  
1 98.30 good	  

5 
People of African 
Origin in the New 
World. 

1 91.60 good	   1 98.30 good	  

6 
The Influence of 
External Forces, the 
Rise of Nationalism 
and the Struggle for 
Independence. 

2 92.70 good	  
2 98.25 

good	  

7 
The Rise of 
Democracy in 
Europe. 

1 97.00 good	   1 98.20 good	  

8 
Pre - Colonial African 
Societies. 

1 96.40 good	  
1 98.10 

good	  

9 
Threats to World 
Peace after the 
Second World War. 

1 95.40 good	   1 97.60 good	  

10 
Neo – Colonialism 
and the Question of 
Underdevelopment in 
Third World 
Countries. 

2 98.45 good	  
2 96.10 

good	  

11 
Imperialism and the 
Territorial Division of 

1 86.40 good	  
1 95.20 

good	  
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S/N Topic 

2014 2015 

Number 
of 
questions 
per topic 

Percentag
e of the 
candidates 
who 
scored an 
average of 
30 percent 
or more 

Remarks 

Number 
of 
questio
ns per 
topic 

Percenta
ge of the 
candidate
s who 
scored an 
average 
of 30 
percent 
or more 

Remarks 

the World. 

12 
Colonial Economy 
and Social Services 
after the Second 
World War. 

2 96.60 
good	   2 95.15 good	  

13 
The Rise of 
Socialism. 

1 95.50 good	  
1 93.20 

good	  

14 
The Rise of 
Capitalism in Europe. 

2 92.50 good	  
2 89.55 

good	  

15 
The Rise of 
Dictatorships in 
Germany, Italy and 
Japan. 

1 99.00 
good	   1 88.10 good	  

 




