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FOREWORD
The National Examinations Council of Tanzania is pleased to issue this booklet
on the Item Response Analysis in the Advanced Certificate of Secondary
Education Examination (ACSEE) 2015 on Geography subject. The booklet
provides feedback to students, teachers, parents, policy makers and the public in
general about the performance of the candidates.
The Advanced Certificate of Secondary Education Examination marks the end of
two years of the Advanced Secondary Education. It is a summative evaluation
which among other things shows the effectiveness of the education system in
general and education delivery system in particular. Essentially, candidates’
responses to the examination questions is an indicator of what the education
system was able or unable to offer to the students in their two years of Advanced
Secondary School Education.
The booklet highlights analysis of the item response and some factors behind the
candidates’ good/poor performance in each question. The feedback provided will
enable the educational administrators, school managers, teachers and students to
identify proper measures to be taken in order to improve candidates’ performance
in future examinations administered by the Council.
The National Examinations Council of Tanzania will highly appreciate comments
and suggestions from teachers, students and the public in general that can be used
for improving future Item Response Analysis Reports.
Finally, the Council would like to express sincere appreciation to the Examination
Officers, Examiners and all those who participated in the preparation of this
report.

Dr. Charles E. Msonde
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
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1.0

INTRODUCTION
The Advanced Certificate of Secondary Education Examination (ACSEE)
2015 in Geography subject covered the 2010 syllabus and adhered to the
2011 Examination Format. The Examination consisted of two papers, one
and two.
Geography paper one consisted of two sections, A and B. Section A had
four questions from Topographical Map Interpretation, Application of
Statistics in Geography, Field Research Strategies and Photograph
Interpretation. The candidates were required to attempt two questions in
this section whereby question number one (1) was compulsory. Section B
had five questions from Physical Geography. Out of which candidates were
required to attempt any three (3) questions. The candidates were required to
attempt a total of five (5) questions.
Geography paper two consisted of two sections, A and B with a total of
eight (8) questions. Section A had three (3) questions from Population and
Development. Candidates were required to attempt two (2) questions of
their choice. Section B had five (5) questions from Regional Focal Studies
whereby the candidates were required to attempt any three (3). Thus, each
candidate was required to attempt a total of five (5) questions from Paper
two.
This report analyses the performance of the school candidates who sat for
the Advanced Certificate of Secondary Education Examination (ACSEE) in
Geography Subject in 2015. It is intended to give feedback to the
educational stakeholders on the performance of the candidates on each
question by showing what the candidates were required to do as well as the
strengths and weaknesses in their responses.
A total of 18,774 candidates sat for the ACSEE in Geography papers out of
which 18,764 candidates (99.95%) passed while 10 Candidates (0.05%)
failed. Generally, the performance in 2015 increased by 0.47 percent as
compared to that of 2014 in which 99.48 percent of candidates passed and
0.52 percent failed. Samples of the candidates’ answers are attached to
illustrate their responses. It is expected that the report will be useful to
educational stakeholders and will enable teachers and students to improve
the teaching and learning process in Geography Subject.
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2.0

ANALYSIS OF THE ITEM RESPONSE IN EACH QUESTION

2.1

113/1 - GEOGRAPHY PAPER ONE
Section A: Topographical Map Interpretation, Application of Statistics
in Geography, Photograph Interpretation and Field Research
Strategies.

2.1.1

Question 1: Topographic Map Interpretation
	
  

The question required the candidates to use map extract of Lembeni Sheet
73/3 to: (a) Calculate the area covered by a seasonal swamp in km2 (b)
Identify the grid reference of the location of (i) Kiverenge School (ii)
Lokira hill (c) Calculate the distance covered by loose surface road in
kilometres from grid 509848 to 460819 (d) Identify the types of vegetation
of the area by citing examples from the map and (e) Describe five
usefulness of topographical maps to a geographer. The question aimed at
testing candidates’ ability to participate actively in map work related
activities such as observing, measuring, interpreting, recording and use the
information obtained to answer the questions asked. Total marks allocated
for this question were 25.
A total of 99.6 percent of all the candidates attempted this question and the
general performance was good as 78.5 percent of candidates scored 7.5 and
above out of the 25 marks allotted for this question. However, few
candidates (21.5%) did not perform well in this question as they scored
from 1 to 7 marks and only 8 candidates scored a 0 mark.
Majority of the candidates (76.7%) scored from 7.5 to 20 marks. Such
candidates were able to answer correctly part a, b, c and d of the above
named question. However, they failed to score full marks because some of
them failed to calculate the area covered by seasonal swamp due to their
failure to identify full and half squares. Others failed to identify appropriate
grid references of Kiverenge school and Lokira hill. In addition, some of
the candidates failed to convert map distance into ground distance. Others
were able to identify the type of vegetation of the area but failed to cite
examples from the map while some described only few usefulness of
topographical maps to a geographer.
On the other hand, candidates who scored from 20.5 to 24 marks had
mastered the skills of observation, measurement, recording, calculations as
2
	
  

well as interpretation of topographical maps which made them to answer all
parts of the question mentioned above correctly. However, the variation of
their scores was determined by the strength of their answers. Extract 1.1 is
an example of such a good response.

Extract 1.1
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Extract 1.1 indicates part of the response from a candidate who managed
to calculate the area covered by a seasonal swamp in km2 and distance
covered by loose surface road in kilometres from grid 509848 to 460819.
Furthermore, he/she identified the types of vegetation of the area by citing
examples from the map and described usefulness of topographical maps to
a geographer.

The candidates who scored from 1 to 5 marks failed to give correct answers
to some parts of the question. In part (a), some candidates failed to
calculate the area covered by a seasonal swamp in km2. The main problem
in this part might be inability of the candidates to identify the total number
of full and half squares on the	
  given map.
In part (b), most of them did not manage to identify the grid reference of
the location of (i) Kiverenge school and (ii) Lokira hill. In part (c) they
managed to measure the distance of the loose surface road but failed to
5
	
  

convert into ground distance in kilometres. In part (d) they managed to
identify the types of vegetation of the area, by citing examples from the
map. In part (e) few candidates managed to describe partially usefulness of
topographical maps to a geographer.
Finally, the candidates who scored a 0 mark failed because they lacked
knowledge of the subject matter in all parts of the question and were unable
to identify the demand of the question.
In part (a) They failed to calculate the area covered by a seasonal swamp in
km2 because they failed to establish the total number of full and half
squares given on the map.
In part (b) candidates did not manage to identify the grid reference of the
location of both (i) Kiverenge school and (ii) Lokira hill because they
lacked reading skills of grid reference.
In part (c) they failed to calculate the distance covered by loose surface
road in kilometres from grid 509848 to 460819 simply because they were
not able to get the required map distance in kilometres.
In part (d) they were not able to identify the types of vegetation of the area
by citing examples from the map because they were not familiar with the
map symbols that show vegetation.
In part (e) they did not manage to describe five usefulness of topographical
maps to a geographer.
Extract 1.2 represents the candidate with a poor response.
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Extract 1.2

Extract 1.2 is a part of the answer of the candidate who failed to calculate the area
covered by a seasonal swamp in km2, because he/ she failed to identify the correct
full and half squares on the map.

2.1.2 Question 2: Application of Statistics in Geography
This question required the candidates to describe the types and
characteristics of measures of central tendency.
The question was extensively omitted by most of the candidates as it was
opted by 21.3 percent of all the candidates, of which 6.9 percent scored a 0
mark, 33.4 percent scored from 0.5 to 4 marks, 65.8 percent scored from 4.5
to 10 marks and 0.8 percent scored from 10.5 to 14 marks. The general
performance of this question was good with the majority of candidates
(66.6%) scoring 4.5 marks and above out of the 15 allotted marks,
The majority of the candidates who scored 4.5 to 10 marks managed to
identify the types of measures of central tendency but failed to describe their
characteristics. However, some of the candidates managed to describe
7
	
  

measures of central tendency but provided partial explanation on their
characteristics.
The candidates who scored from 10.5 to 14 marks had more convincing
answers. These candidates showed good knowledge of the topic and they
had good organisation of ideas and explanations on the types and
characteristics of measures of central tendency. For example, they described
mean as the average value of the data obtained after summing all the value
and dividing by the total number, mode as a measure of central tendency
which refer to a value a value which has the highest frequency in the data
given and median is measured by checking the middle value when data is
arranged in ascending order. However, the disparity in accuracy of their
responses made them to score varied marks. Extract 2.1 is a sample of the
candidates’ responses who failed to meet the demand of the question.
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Extract 2.1

Extract 2.1 is a sample of a response from the candidate who managed to
identify and describe measures of central tendency.

Finally, the candidates who scored a 0 mark misinterpreted the demand of
the question hence failed to describe the types and characteristics of
measures of central tendency. Some of these candidates explained types of
statistical data, some described measures of dispersion (mean deviation,
variance and standard deviation), and others presented statistical charts and
graphs with their characteristics, while others explained types of survey. As
it is seen in extract 2.2 which is an example of a poor response.
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Extract 2.2

Extract 2.2 is a sample of response from a candidate who misinterpreted
the question. He/ she explained types of survey instead of measures of
central tendency.

2.1.3

Question 3: Photograph Interpretation
This question had two parts A and B. The candidates were required to: (a)
Explain five techniques for analyzing ground photograph (b) Briefly
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explain the following terms (i) Photo mosaic (ii) Stereoscope (iii) Camera
station and (iv) Principal point. This question carried fifteen (15) marks.
The question was extensively omitted as it was opted for by only 6.6
percent of all the candidates of which, 17.8 percent of the candidates scored
a 0 mark, 56.4 percent scored from 0.5 to 4 marks, 21.9 percent scored
from 4.5 to 10 marks and 3.9 percent scored from 10.5 to 15 marks. The
general performance of this question was poor since the majority of the
candidates (74.2%) scored 0 to 4 marks out of the 15 allotted marks.
The candidates who scored a 0 mark failed to meet the demand of the
question. In part (a), majority of them explained the characteristics of
ground photograph such as it is taken when the camera is held level, its
scale decreases from fore to back ground and it shows clearly features in
the foreground. Some described advantages of ground photograph instead
of techniques for analyzing ground photograph while others provided
irrelevant answers to both part (a) and (b) of this question. In part (b) they
failed to explain briefly the given terms. Extract 3.1 is a sample of the
candidate’s responses who failed to meet the demand of the question.
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Extract 3.1

Extract 3.1 is a part of a response from a candidate who wrote on the
characteristics of ground photograph instead of explaining the techniques for
analyzing ground photograph.

The candidates who scored from 0.5 to 4 marks were able to explain few
techniques for analyzing ground photograph but they were not able to
explain briefly the given terms. Others managed to explain only few points
in part (a) and (b).
The candidates who scored from 4.5 to 10 marks were able to explain some
few techniques for analyzing ground photograph and described some of the
given terms.
The candidates who scored from 10.5 to14 marks managed to answer the
question properly. However, the disparity in accuracy of their responses
accounted for the variations in their scores. Extract 3.2 is a sample of such
responses.
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Extract 3.2
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Extract 3.2 is a sample from a candidate who managed to explain
techniques for analyzing ground photograph and to describe the given
terms.
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2.1.4

Question 4: Field Research Strategies
This question had three parts (a), (b) and (c). In part (a) candidates were
required to identify four problems associated with poorly formulated
hypothesis (b) candidates were required to describe six uses of research and
(c) required candidates to give three reasons as to why it is crucial for a
researcher to identify a site before the actual research. The question carried
15 marks.
The question was opted for by 70.4 percent of the candidates and its
general performance was good since 72 percent of the candidates scored
4.5 marks and above out of 15 allocated marks. However, there were few
candidates who did not perform well in this question as 27.3 percent scored
from 0.5 to 4 marks and 0.7 percent scored a 0 mark.
The candidates who scored from 4.5 to 10 marks managed to mention
correct points but with irrelevant explanations; others provided partial
explanations which account for variations of their scores.
The candidates who managed to score from 10.5 to 15 marks were able to
answer correctly all parts of the question. For example in part (a) the
candidates wrote that poorly constructed hypothesis can lead to wrong
research results, wastage of time and selection of wrong methods of data
collection. The variation of marks is a result of differences in strength of
their answers. Extract 4.1 is an example of a well performed response.
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Extract 4.1
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Extract 4.1 is a sample from a candidate who managed in part (a) to
identify four problems associated with poorly formulated hypothesis,
(b) to describe six uses of research and part (c) to give three reasons
while explaining as to why it is crucial for a researcher to identify a site
before the actual research.

The majority of candidates who scored from 0.5 to 4 marks were able to
answer part (b) of the question which demanded six uses of research but
failed to answer correctly parts (a) and (c). However, few candidates
managed to attempt all parts of the question but gave only few points from
each part and because of that, their scores varied.
Moreover, the candidates who scored a 0 mark were unable to answer
correctly all parts of the question. It is evident from their responses that
17
	
  

such candidates lacked knowledge on the named concepts of research.
Extract 4.2 is a sample of the response of the candidate who performed
poorly in this question.
Extract 4.2
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Extract 4.2 is a sample of the responses from a candidate who explained in
part (a) causes of poverty instead of problems associated with poorly
constructed hypothesis and also in part (b) failed to describe uses of
research.
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2.2

Section B: Physical Geography
This section comprised of five (5) questions set from Physical Geography
topics. Candidates were required to attempt any three (3) questions and
each question had twenty (20) marks.

2.2.1

Question 5: Water Masses
This question required the candidates to describe five environmental
problems facing the coastal areas and four measures to be taken so as to
overcome them. It was opted for by 28.8 percent of all candidates and the
general performance for this question was good with majority of the
candidates (91.8%) scoring 6 marks and above out of 20 allocated marks,
8.1 percent scored from 0.5 to 5.5 marks and only 0.1 percent of candidates
scored a 0 mark.
The candidates who scored from 6 to 9.5 marks demonstrated various
strengths and weaknesses in their responses. Some managed to provide
relevant explanations in some points. Others failed to score higher marks
because they provided explanations which were characterized by illogical
flow of ideas and spelling mistakes. Their marks ranged from 6 to 9.5
depending on the clarity and relevance of their explanations and examples.
On the other hand, candidates who scored from 10 to 20 marks were in
most cases able to describe environmental problems facing the coastal areas
and measures to be taken so as to overcome them. For example, these
candidates wrote that environmental problems which face coastal areas
include erosion, pollution and deforestation. Their scores varied from one
candidate to another depending on the quality of their answers. Extract 5.1
is a sample from a candidate who performed well in this question.
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Extract 5.1
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Extract 5.1 is a sample of a response from a candidate who answered well
this question. He/ she explained erosion, pollution and deforestation as
environmental problems facing coastal areas and proper waste disposal,
environmental education and afforestation as measures to be taken.
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The Candidates who scored from 0.5 to 5.5 marks had partial knowledge of
the subject matter, as some of them described partially environmental
problems facing the coastal areas and measures to be taken, while others
explained few environmental problems without describing the measures to
be taken to overcome the problems.
The candidates who scored a 0 mark provided irrelevant responses contrary
to the demand of the question such as climatic change variations, river
capture and nature of the rocks. Extract 5.2 is an example of a response
from a candidate who performed poorly in this question.	
  

23
	
  

Extract 5.2

Extract 5.2 is a sample of responses of a candidate who mixed up
geographical information such as climatic change variations, river capture
and nature of the rock materials as environmental problems facing coastal
areas.
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2.2.2

Question 6: Water Masses
This question required the candidates to explain eight human activities that
degrade wetlands. Total marks allocated for this question were 20. The
question was opted for by 62.9 percent of the candidates of which, 0.1
percent scored a 0 mark, 1.4 percent scored from 1 to 5.5 marks, 10.8
percent scored from 6 to 9.5 marks, 667.2 percent scored from 10 to15
marks and 20.5 percent scored from 15.5 to 20 marks. The general
performance for this question was good since 98.5 percent of the candidates
who opted for it scored 6 marks and above out of 20 marks.
The candidates who scored from 6 to 9.5 marks, managed to mention
correct points but with irrelevant explanation to some of the points, others
provided partial explanations while others failed to give relevant examples.
On the other hand, the candidates who scored from 10 to 20 marks were
able to mention points correctly and provided relevant introduction and
explanations with conclusions. They explained agricultural activities,
construction activities and cutting down of trees and vegetations as human
activities that degrade wetlands. However, variations of their scores was
determined by the strength of the answers of the individual candidates.
Extract 6.1 shows a sample of the candidate with correct responses
according to the demand of the question.
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Extract 6.1
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Extract 6.1. is a sample of a response from a candidate who managed to
explain human activities that degrade wetlands such as settlement
activities, industrial activities, pouring of wastes in the wetlands, cutting
down trees, harmful fishing activities .

The candidates who scored from 1 to 5.5 marks (1.4%) lacked appropriate
knowledge in answering this question. Few candidates managed to explain
human activities that degrade wetlands but gave unsatisfactory elaboration.
Some were able to provide introduction but failed to give human activities
that degrade wetlands, while others mentioned few points without
27
	
  

elaboration. Hence, this accounted for the candidates’ failure to score more
than 5 marks in this question.
Finally, the candidates who scored a 0 mark (0.1%) lacked knowledge on
the subject matter hence failed to explain human activities that degrade
wetlands. For example some explained the benefits of wetlands instead of
human activities that degrade wetlands, while others provided incorrect
answers. Extract 6.2 is a sample response from the candidate who
performed poorly in this question.
Extract 6.2
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Extract 6.2 is an example of a response from a candidate who performed
poorly in this question, as he/ she explained the benefits of wetlands such
as wetlands influence tourism, irrigation and fishing activities,
development of timber industry and habitat of some living species and
control of floods instead of human activities that degrade wetlands.

2.2.3

Question 7: Study of Soils
This question had two parts A and B. Part (a) required the candidates to
describe the following terms: (i) Soil (pH) (ii) Soil Temperature (iii) Cation
exchange in soil and (iv) Soil Catena. In part (b) candidates were required
to explain the importance of each item in (a) above. The total marks
allocated for this question were 20. The question was opted for by 52.3
percent of all the candidates and the general performance was good since
the majority of the candidates (94.5 %) scored 6 marks and above, 5.5
percent scored from 1 to 5.5 marks and only 2 candidates scored a 0 mark.
Most of the candidates who opted for this question scored from 10 to 15
marks, whereby in part (a) they managed to describe Soil (pH) as the
degree of acidity or basicity of the soil, Soil Temperature as the degree of
29

	
  

hotness or coldness of the soil, Cation exchange in soil as the capacity of
soil to retain some nutrients by replacing hydrogen ion and Soil catena as
the sequence of soils with same age and structure but different
characteristics from upper layer to the lower soil. However, in part (b) they
provided partial explanation on the importance of each item. Some
candidates described both the given terms with their importance partially.
Such performance shows that the candidates had not mastered some areas
of this topic.
The candidates who scored from 16 to 20 marks were able to answer
correctly both parts (a) and (b). In part (a) they managed to describe Soil
(pH) as the degree of acidity or basicity of the soil, Soil Temperature as the
degree of hotness or coldness of the soil, Cation exchange in soil as the
capacity of soil to retain some nutrients by replacing hydrogen ion and Soil
catena as the sequence of soils with same age and structure but different
characteristics from upper layer to the lower soil. In part (b) they described
the importance of each item as soil pH facilitates some micro-bial activities
in the soil, soil temperature affects the rate of decomposition and
breakdown of rocks and cation exchange ensures the availability of the
nutrients which are needed by plants for its growth. These candidates
addressed the demands of the question but their scores varied depending on
the strengths in individual candidate’s explanation. Extract 7.1 is a sample
of responses from a candidate who performed well.
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Extract 7.1
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Extract 7.1 is a sample of responses from a candidate who managed to
answer this question correctly. She/he described all the terms and
explained the importance of Soil (pH), Soil Temperature, Cation
exchange in the soil and Soil Catena.

The candidates who scored from 1 to 5.5 marks had partial knowledge on
the subject matter. Some managed to explain only few given geographical
terms accordingly. Others managed to answer correctly part (a) of the
question but were not able to answer part (b). Extract 7.2 is a sample of
responses from the candidate who managed to describe partially the given
geographical items in part (a), but failed to explain their importance.
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Extract 7.2

Extract 7.2 is an example from the candidate who managed to describe
partially the given geographical items in part (a), but did not explain their
importance.
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2.2.4

Question 8: The Dynamic Earth and Consequence
This question required the candidates to explain eight values of rocks to
human kind. The question carried 20 marks. It was opted for by 95.6
percent of all candidates of which only 2 candidates scored a 0 mark, 1
percent scored from 1 to 5 marks, 16.2 percent scored from 6 to 10 marks,
56.1 percent scored from 10.5 to 15 marks and 26.7 percent of the
candidates scored between 15.5 and 20 marks. The general performance on
this question was good since 99 percent of candidates who opted for it
scored from 6 to 20 marks.
The majority of the candidates who scored from 10 to 15 marks provided
relevant introduction and explanations with conclusions. These candidates
managed to examine values of rocks to human kind such as they form the
basis for soil formation, used in construction activities, sources of minerals
and in some cases rocks are used as minerals. However, some of them had
explained few points while others had many points with incomplete
explanations. Their scores varied depending on the correctness and
strengths in their explanations.
The responses of the candidates who scored from 16 to 20 marks were more
convincing. They defined the term rock correctly as aggregates of various
minerals and managed to examine values of rocks to human kind by
providing clear explanation and specific examples. Such values explained
by these candidates were: rocks contain mineral ores which are very useful
to human beings, rocks are very important in construction activities as they
provide various building materials, they form the basis for soil formation,
they are very important for salt extraction, cement production and
sometimes are used as tourist attractions. Discrepancy in the accuracy of
their responses accounted for the variation of their marks from 16 to 20.
Extract 8.1 is an example of the candidate who performed well in this
question.
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Extract 8.1
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Extract 8.1 is a sample of a response from a candidate who managed to
define the term rock and explained the values of rocks to human kind such
as tourist attractions, salt extraction, cements manufacturing and used as
fuel.
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2.2.5

Question 9: Position, Behaviours and Structure of the Earth
The question required the candidates to describe the composition of the
atmosphere and its functions to the universe. The total marks for this
question were 20. It was opted for by 58.8 percent of all candidates and the
general performance for this question was good since majority of the
candidates (85.6%) scored 6 marks and above out of 20 allocated marks.
However, there were few candidates who did not perform well in this
question as 14.1 percent scored from 1 to 5.5 marks and only 0.3 percent
scored a 0 mark.
The candidates who scored from 6 to 9.5 marks managed to define the term
atmosphere and gave the composition of the atmosphere with partial
explanation. Some provided a correct introduction with few points while
others provided points with partial explanation. Such performance shows
that these candidates had not mastered some areas of this topic.
On the other hand, the candidates who scored from 10 to 20 marks
exhausted the points by providing relevant introduction and description on
the composition of the atmosphere and associated functions such as; an
insulator, hydrological and life support functions. Extract 9.1 represents a
sample of response from a candidate who answered well this question.
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Extract 9.1
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Extract 9.1 represents a part of a response from a candidate who described
well the composition of the atmosphere and its function to the universe
such as facilitates communication, supports life of organisms, provides
habitat for organisms and it filters off the harmful incoming ultraviolet
radiation from the sun.

The candidates who scored from 1 to 5 marks had few correct responses as
some of them managed to define atmosphere and others explained some of
the functions of the atmosphere.
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Furthermore, the candidates who scored a 0 mark (0.3%) failed to describe
the composition of the atmosphere and its functions to the universe, simply
because they were not able to define the term atmosphere and they
provided the structure of the atmosphere and associated zones such as
Troposphere, Stratosphere, Mesosphere and Thermosphere instead of the
composition of the atmosphere. Extract 9.2 represents a sample of poor
responses.
Extract 9.2

Extract 9.2 shows a sample of a response from a candidate who failed to
answer the question correctly as he/she provided the structure of the
atmosphere and associated zones such as Troposphere, Stratosphere,
Mesosphere and Thermosphere instead of the composition of the
atmosphere and its function.
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3.0

113/2: GEOGRAPHY PAPER TWO

3.1

SECTION A: Population and Development

3.1.1

Question 1: Population and Development
This question required the candidates to describe eight problems associated
with human population in East Africa. The total marks allocated for this
question were 20.
The question was opted for by 99.2 percent of all candidates out of which
7.8 percent scored from 16 to 19 marks, 61.2 percent scored from 10 to 15
marks, 27.5 percent scored from 6 to 9 marks, 3.5 percent scored from 1 to
5 marks and only 6 candidates (0%) scored a 0 mark. The general
performance of this question was good as majority of the candidates
(96.5%) scored 6 marks and above.
The candidates who scored from 16 to 19 showed their competence on the
subject matter. They were able to give the meaning of human population
and described well problems associated with human population in East
Africa. Some of the points given were such as; spread of diseases,
environmental pollution, exploitation of natural resources, emergence of
street children, these candidates also had a good concluding remark which
added value to their responses. The difference in the clarity of their
explanation and clarification accounted for disparities in their scores.
Extract 1.1 is an example of the response from a candidate who managed to
answer this question correctly.
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Extract 1.1
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Extract 1.1 indicates the responses from a candidate who managed to
describe problems associated with human population in East Africa such
as environmental pollution, spread of diseases and emergency of street
children.

On the other hand, the responses of the candidates who scored from 10 to
15 marks demonstrated some strengths and weakness. Some were able to
provide their responses in a logical manner such that they gave correct
introduction and reasonable explanation on problems associated with
human population in East Africa while others provided few points with
strong arguments and the rest had many points with weak arguments.
The candidates who scored from 6 to 9 marks were able to mention correct
points but failed to give strong elaboration in some of them. Furthermore,
some of these candidates lacked organisational skills such that they failed
to give relevant introduction and conclusion which lowered their scores.
The variations in their scores were caused by the strengths and weaknesses
of their arguments.
Those who scored from 1 to 5 marks showed inadequate knowledge on the
subject matter, for example, some managed to define the term human
population, but failed to describe problems associated with human
population. Some gave few correct points but provided unsatisfactory
elaboration. While others mixed up relevant and irrelevant points.
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However, six candidates (0.0%) scored a 0 mark due to failure to identify
the demands of the question while others lacked knowledge of the subject
matter. For example, one candidate explained factors for population growth
in East Africa such as early marriage and poor family planning while others
mixed up with measures used to control population such as use of family
planning. Extract 1.2 illustrate the typical case.
Extract 1.2

Extract 1.2 is a sample of the responses of the candidate’s who failed to
explain problems associated with human population in East Africa instead
he/she explained factors for population growth such as early marriage and
poor family planning.
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3.1.2

Question 2: Population and Development
In this question the candidates were required to evaluate eight priority areas
of the explicit population policy in Tanzania. Marks allocated for the
question were 20.
The candidates who opted for this question were 2.1 percent.
Comparatively, it was the least opted question by candidates. Probably it
was due to the fact that most of them did not know the demands of the
questions or other factors like lack of knowledge on the subject matter.
About 10.1 percent of them scored from 16 to 19 marks, 25 percent scored
from 10 to 15 marks, 24.4 percent scored from 6 to 9 marks, while 32.5
percent scored from 1 to 5 marks and 8 percent of candidates scored a 0
mark. However, the general performance of this question was good with
majority of the candidates (59.5%) scored 6 marks and above.
The candidates who scored from 16 to 19 marks had more convincing
answers. They showed good knowledge of the topic and had good
organization of ideas and clear explanation to justify their answers. They
provided relevant definition of the term population policy and evaluated
well the priority areas of the explicit population policy in Tanzania such as;
population growth and employment, gender equity, environmental
conservation for sustainable development, integration of population
variables into development planning and policies etc. However, the
disparity in accuracy of their responses accounted for the variations in their
scores. Extract 2.1 provides a relevant sample for the candidates who were
able to attempt it correctly.
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Extract 2.1
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Extract 2.1 is a sample of response from a candidate who managed to give
priority areas of the explicit population policy in Tanzania such as
integration of population variables in economic planning, population
growth and employment and problems of special groups.
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The candidates who scored from 10 to 15 marks varied in their responses.
Some of them were able to provide correct meaning of population policy
and gave few correct explanations on the priority areas of the explicit
population policy in Tanzania while others provided reasonable number of
points with partial explanation and failed to give suitable conclusion to
windup their essay.
On the other hand, the candidates who scored from 6 to 9 marks some
managed to give the meaning of population policy and explained very few
points on priority areas of the explicit population policy in Tanzania.
While others mixed up the ideas by providing correct and incorrect points
which is an indication of misconception of the subject matter.
The candidates who scored from 1 to 5 marks lacked appropriate
knowledge in answering this question. Some managed to give correct
definition of the term explicit population policy but they failed to give
clear elaboration on priority areas of the explicit population policy in
Tanzania, other candidates provided few correct points with partial
explanation. These weaknesses hindered them from scoring high marks.
The candidates who scored a 0 mark had a poor understanding of the
subject matter. Majority of them provided problems of population policy
in Tanzania while others explained factors which influence population
distribution in Tanzania such as; conducive climate, soil fertility, relief
factor and political stability instead of priority areas of the explicit
population policy in Tanzania. Extract 2.2 indicates an example of a
candidate’s poor responses.
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Extract 2.2

Extract 2.2 is a sample of the responses of the candidate who failed to
evaluated eight priority areas of explicit population policy in Tanzania,
instead he/she explained factors influencing population distribution in
Tanzania such as conducive climate, soil fertility and relief.
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3.1.3

Question 3: Population and Development
This question had two parts, A and B. In part (a) candidates were required
to explain briefly the following concepts: (i) Mortality, (ii) Gender, (iii)
Ageing population and (iv) Age Specific Fertility Rate. Part (b) demanded
the candidates to give six reasons on why death rates in many parts of the
world have become low. Total marks allotted for this question were 20.
The question was opted for by 97.9 percent of all candidates. About 1.6
percent scored from 16 to 19 marks, 43 percent scored from 10 to 15
marks, 43 percent scored from 6 to 9.5 marks, 12.3 percent scored from 1
to 5.5 marks and only 13 candidates (0.1%) scored a 0 mark. The general
performance of this question was good with majority of candidates (87.6%)
scored 6 marks and above.
The candidates who scored from 16 to 19 marks managed to explain
correctly all demographic concepts as per the demand of the question.
These candidates proved to have mastery of the subject matter as they
provided detailed explanation with relevant conclusion on reasons for low
death rates in many parts of the world. For example one candidate wrote:
“Gender is the social relationship between men and women in the society.
These social relationships can be fair or not fair, positive or negative. It is
said to be negative or unfair when there is one sex either men or women is
undermined, and is said to be positive or fair when all people are living
and considered equally or as one/same”. However, some of them gave
better arguments than others hence scored higher marks. Extract 3.1
provides a sample of the answers from a candidate who managed to answer
the question correctly.
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Extract 3.1
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Extract 3.1 is a sample of candidate’s good responses. The candidate
managed in part (a) to explain (i) Mortality, (ii) Gender, (iii) Ageing
population and (iv) Age Specific Fertility Rate and in part (b) managed to
give reasons on why death rates have became low in many parts of the
world.

The candidates who scored from 10 to 15 marks managed to give the
meaning of demographic concepts correctly and few reasons on why death
rates in many parts of the world have become low with clear elaboration.
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However, some of them were able to explain the given demographic terms
but failed to provide enough reasons for the low death rates in many parts
of the world. Therefore, this explains the variation of their scores.
The candidates who scored from 6 to 9.5 marks managed to present correct
meanings of some of the demographic concepts and in part (b) could not
sufficiently exhaust the reasons on why death rates in many parts of the
world have become low. This in turn contributed to their unsatisfactory
performance.
The majority of the candidates who scored from 1 to 5.5 marks managed to
attempt only part (a) of this question by defining only one demographic
concept among the given four, but failed to provide reasons on why death
rates in many parts of the world have become low. Others were not able to
explain the given demographic concepts but managed to give only one
reason on why death rates in many parts of the world have become low
while others managed to explain one demographic concept and one reason
on why death rates in many parts of the world have become low. Hence,
this accounted for their failure to score higher marks.
The candidates who scored a 0 mark failed to give the definitions of all
demographic terms stipulated in part (a) of the question. On the other hand,
they were not able to explain reasons on why death rates in many parts of
the world have become low. For example, one candidate wrote: “Gender is
the situation of make the area to be in different condition”. Another
candidate wrote “decline in diseases, population policy and political
stability” as the reasons as to why there is decrease in death rates in many
parts of the world. This shows that, these candidates had no knowledge on
population issues.
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3.2

SECTION B (REGIONAL FOCAL STUDIES)

3.2.1

Question 4: Sustainable Mining
	
  

This question required the candidates to analyse eight problems facing
mining industry in Africa. The total marks allocated to this question were
20.
The question was opted for by 98.1 percent of all candidates, an indication
that the question was most popular with many candidates performing
excellently probably due the fact that the subtopic is very familiar and also
the candidates understood the demands of the question. About 15.4 percent
scored from 15.5 to 20 marks, 70.6 percent scored from 10 to15 marks, 13
scored from 6 to 9.5 marks, 1 percent scored from 1 to 5 marks and only
one candidate (0.0%) scored a 0 mark. The general performance of this
question was good with majority of candidates (99%) scoring 6 marks and
above.
The candidates who scored from 15.5 to 20 marks had more convincing
responses. They showed good knowledge of the topic and had good
organization of ideas and clear explanation to justify their answers. They
analysed well the problems facing mining industry in Africa such as; lack
of skilled labour, low capital, poor transport systems, price fluctuation etc.
With such an analysis these candidates demonstrated mastery of the subject
matter. Differences in their scores were determined by the variations in the
accuracy and intensity of their elaboration. Extract 4.1 provides sample of
the answer from a candidate who managed to answer the question correctly.
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Extract 4.1
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Extract 4.1 is a well done response. The candidate managed to analyse
well the problems facing mining industry in Africa such as political
instability, competition from other sectors, unreliable market, lack of
trained personnel, lack of sufficient capital and poor technological base.

59
	
  

The candidates who scored from 10 to 15 marks had good sequential flow
of ideas and organisation of their answers. They managed to introduce well
the question by defining the term mining industry correctly but gave few
reasons with clear elaboration on the problems facing mining industry in
Africa. However, some of them were able to provide many reasons but with
less details or little explanation. Therefore, the discrepancies in their
responses accounted for variation of their scores.
The candidates who scored from 6 to 9.5 marks showed good
understanding of the subject matter in their explanation. Some provided
few elaborated points on problems facing mining industry in Africa while
others provided reasonable number of points with partial explanation.
However, the variations in their scores depended on the correctness,
strengths of their responses and total number of points provided.
Those candidates who scored from 1 to 5 marks demonstrated partial
understanding of the problems facing mining industry in Africa, as they
mentioned few problems of which some points were correct and some were
totally wrong and failed to support them with strong arguments. Some
provided correct introduction of mining industry, but explained problems
caused by mining activities on the environment such as acceleration of
green house effect and occurrence of political conflicts, instead of problems
facing mining industry in Africa. Moreover, others provided the definition
of mining industry with few problems facing mining industry in Africa.
Extract 4.2 is a sample of a response provided by a candidate who did not
meet the requirements of the question.
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Extract 4.2
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Extract 4.2 is a poorly done response. The candidate failed to analyse the
problems facing mining industry in Africa instead he/she explained
disadvantages of mining industry such as increase of social evils, decline
of other economic sectors and death of people and disappearance of plant
species.
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3.2.2

Question 5: Sustainable use of Forestry
In this question candidates were required to describe five environmental
problems caused by forestry and to give four possible ways for forests
sustainability. The question had 20 marks. It was opted for by 44.8 percent
of all the candidates and the general performance of this question was good
with majority of candidates (97.6%) scoring 6 marks and above. Moreover,
15.8 percent scored from 15.5 to 20 marks, 68.5 percent scored from 10 to
15 marks, 13.3 percent scored from 6 to 9.5 marks, 2.3 percent scored from
1 to 5.5 marks where as 0.1 percent scoring a 0 mark.
The candidates who scored from 15.5 to 20 marks had their answers more
convincing. They proved to have a good knowledge of the subject matter.
They managed to describe the environmental problems caused by forestry.
Some of their correct responses were; loss of biodiversity, drought,
deforestation. Furthermore, they were able to point out possible ways for
forests sustainability like; afforestation, reforestation and mass education.
Extract 5.1 is a sample of the candidate who answered the question
correctly.
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Extract 5.1
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Extract 5.1 is a sample of a response from a candidate who managed to
describe well environmental problems caused by forestry and possible
ways for forests sustainability.
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The candidates who scored from 10 to 15 marks were able to described
environmental problems caused by forestry but most of them ended up by
providing fewer points contrary to the question demand of the question.
Furthermore, the candidates who scored from 6 to 9.5 marks were able to
provide correct points but failed to give detailed explanation to support
their answers, hence failed to score above 10 marks.
On the other hand the candidates who scored from 1 to 5.5 marks showed
some weaknesses in their answers. Some were able to define the term
forestry, they mentioned very few environmental problems caused by
forestry with partial explanation but they failed to give possible ways for
forests sustainability. While others provided few environmental problems
caused by forestry and also gave unsatisfactory elaboration.
It was also observed that the candidates who scored a 0 mark were not able
to describe environmental problems caused by forestry and possible ways
for forests sustainability. One candidate provided the importance of forests
with other irrelevant points such as “some trees have high density, and
many forest contain tree species which are not valuable”. Extract 5.2
represents the candidate with a poor response.
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Extract 5.2

Extract 5.2 presents part of a response from a candidate who failed to
describe environmental problems caused by forestry as he described
irrelevant points such as some trees have high density, and many

forest contain tree species which are not valuable. However, he/she
managed to identify one solution to forest sustainability which is to
promote afforestation.

3.2.3

Question 6: Sustainable Fishing
The question required the candidates to describe six factors that make
fishing industry in Russia to be highly developed. The question had 20
marks. It was opted for by 88.9 percent of the candidates of which, 10.2
percent scored from 15.5 to 20 marks, 52.3 percent scored from 10 to 15
marks, 34.4 percent scored from 6 to 9.5 marks, 3.1 percent scored from 1.5
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to 5.5 marks and only 2 candidates scored a 0 mark. The general
performance of this question was good with majority of candidates (96.9%)
scoring 6 marks and above.
The candidates who scored 15.5 to 20 marks showed their competence on
the subject matter by providing strong arguments on factors that make
fishing industry in Russia to be highly developed. Examples of such good
response are; availability of various fish species, the use of advanced
technology, modern fishing equipment and availability of capital. However,
their scores ranged from 15.5 to 20 because of the variations in accuracy
and correctness of their elaboration. Extract 6.1 shows the response from
the candidate who performed well.
Extract 6:1
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Extract 6.1 presents a sample of a response from a candidate who
managed to provide correct definition of fishing industry and explained
factors that make fishing industry in Russia to be highly developed such
as presence of reliable internal and external market, presence of many fish
species and availability of enough capital invested in fishing industry.

The candidates who scored from 10 to 15 marks were able to give sufficient
introduction of fishing industry in Russia and explain factors that make
fishing industry in Russia to be highly developed. However, some of them
failed to give relevant introduction and conclusions but managed to
describe factors that make fishing industry in Russia to be highly
developed. The difference in clarity of their explanations and clarifications
caused disparities in their scores.
69
	
  

The candidates who scored from 6 to 9.5 marks were able to provide the
meaning of fishing industry, but gave weak arguments to describe factors
that make fishing industry in Russia to be highly developed.
On the other hand, candidates who scored from 1.5 to 5.5 marks had partial
knowledge of the subject matter, as some of them were able to define the
term fishing industry, but failed to describe factors that make fishing
industry in Russia to be highly developed. Moreover, others were able to
give the meaning of fishing industry and very few factors that make fishing
in Russia to be highly developed with unsatisfactory elaboration. The rest
were able to explain only few points on the factors that make fishing
industry in Russia to be highly developed. Extract 6.2 presents a sample of
the response of a candidate who provided partial correct responses.
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Extract 6.2

Extract 6.2 shows the response from a candidate who provided partial
correct answers to the question.
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3.2.4

Question 7: Agricultural Development
The candidates were required to elaborate four problems facing Cassava
production in Tanzania and suggest four ways which can be used to
promote this crop. The question carried 20 marks. It was opted for by 58.6
percent of the candidates of which, 7.6 percent scored from 15.5 to 19
marks, 69 percent scored from 10 to 15 marks, 21.2 percent scored from 6
to 9.5 marks, 2.2 percent of candidates scored from 1 to 5 marks and only 2
candidates scored a 0 mark. The general performance of this question was
good as majority of candidates (97.8%) scored 6 marks and above. The
reason behind these, it is a fact that most candidate were able to borrow
from their daily life experiences because the crop is a staple food for many
Tanzanians.
Moreover, the candidates who scored from 15.5 to 19 marks provided good
introduction and elaborated problems facing Cassava production in
Tanzania like, pests and diseases, lack of market, lack of capital. They also
suggested ways which can be used to promote this crop such as; Pests and
diseases control, promotion of marketing system, improvement of transport
and communication. Furthermore, they were able to provide relevant
conclusion of their essays. Extract 7.1 provides a sample of a candidate
who was able to answer the question correctly.
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Extract 7.1
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Extract 7.1 is part of a candidate’s response who provided relevant
responses by elaborating problems facing Cassava production in Tanzania
as well as ways to promote this crop such as improvement of
infrastructures such roads and railway lines and provision of education to
farmers .

The candidates who scored from 10 to 15 marks were able to provide
reasonable number of points with convincing elaborations to supports their
answers to some of the points. On the other hand, some of these candidates
provided partial explanations. All these accounted for their varied scores.
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The candidates who scored from 6 to 9.5 marks (21.2%) were able to
provide correct introduction and few correct points and others showed
misconceptions to the question in some points. Hence, they did not score
more marks than the previous group because their points were not well
exhaustively discussed.
Those candidates who scored from 1 to 5 marks (2.2%), some of them
mixed up relevant and irrelevant explanation. Some managed to provide the
meaning of cassava, but failed to elaborate problems facing cassava
production in Tanzania and ways to promote it. Examples of incorrect
responses on problems facing Cassava production in Tanzania were “lack
of skilled labours, par government supporters and political instability”.
Moreover, some of their relevant explanations were not detailed such that
contributed to their unsatisfactory performance.

Question 8: Manufacturing Industries
With reference to the statement that Tanzania has a great potentiality to
iron and steel industry, candidates were required to identify these potentials
and explain seven steps which should be taken by Tanzania in developing
iron and steel industry. The question had 20 marks. It was opted for by 8.4
percent of the candidates of which, 1.5 percent scored from 16 to 19 marks,
53.1 percent scored from 10 to 15 marks, 40.9 percent scored from 6 to 9.5
marks, 4.4 percent scored from 1 to 5 marks and 0.1 percent scored a 0
mark. The general performance of this question was good with majority of
candidates (95.5%) scoring 6 marks and above.
The candidates who scored from 16 to 19 marks were able to answer the
question correctly by providing good introduction as well as demonstrating
good organisation skills. They identified potentials and articulated steps
which should be taken by Tanzania in developing iron and steel industry
such as; improvement of science and technology, expanding market and
improvement of transport system. Extract 8.1 is a sample of the candidate
who provided relevant answers in this question.
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Extract 8.1
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Extract 8.1 is a sample of the candidate’s responses who managed to
identify potentials of iron and steel and explain steps which should be
taken by Tanzania in developing iron and steel industry.

The candidates who scored from 10 to 15 marks were able to provide
reasonable introduction and explain steps which should be taken by
Tanzania in developing iron and steel industry. The variation of their
elaboration caused disparities in their scores as others failed to give
relevant conclusion in their essays.
The candidates who scored from 6 to 9.5 marks were able to explain only
few steps which should be taken by Tanzania in development iron and steel
industry. Some of them managed to give introduction with partial
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explanations on the steps to be taken by Tanzania in developing iron and
steel industry. The disparity in their marks was a result of partial
explanation.
Those who scored from 1 to 5 marks had several weaknesses and a reduced
amount of strengths in their responses. For example, some provided correct
introduction, but they explained the importance of iron and steel instead of
steps which should be taken by Tanzania in developing iron and steel
industry; while others mentioned correct points but failed to give correct
and exhaustible elaboration in some points. The rest elaborated only very
few points. Extract 8.2 is an example of a partial correct response provided
by a candidate.
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Extract 8.2

Extract 8.2 is a sample of the candidate’s responses who explained
advantages of iron and steel industry such as it has provided employment
opportunity, contributes to government revenue and development of
transport and communication instead of potentials of iron and steel.
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3.0

ANALYSIS PER TOPIC
The analysis of the candidates’ performance in ACSEE 2015 in each topic
examined shows that many questions were performed well. In Geography
paper one the topics which were performed well by the candidates are Field
Research Strategies (72%), the Dynamic Earth and Consequences (99%),
Water Masses (95.2%), Position Behaviours and Structure of the Earth
(85.6%), Study of Soils (94.5%) and Application of statistics in Geography
(66.6%). On the other hand, the topic which was poorly performed by the
candidates is Photograph Interpretation with only 25.8 percent of
candidates scoring an average of 30 percent and above.
It is evident from the analysis that the performance of the candidates in this
topic in 2014 was average with only 45.6 percent of the candidates scoring
an average of 30 percent and above where as in ACSEE 2015 the
performance of the candidates in the topic was even worse. The reasons for
a continued decline of candidates’ performance in the topic of Photograph
Interpretation are poor mastery of the subject matter and in ability of the
candidates to identify the demands of the question.
In Geography paper two the performance of candidates in ACSEE 2015 in
all topics was good. Most of the candidates answered the questions
correctly hence scored good marks. (See appendix)

4.0

CONCLUSION
The overall performance of candidates in Geography is good as many
candidates were able to address the demands of the questions, showed
mastery of the subject matter and most of them demonstrated good
organizational skills of essay. Furthermore, it has been noted that the
candidates had competence in different skills like mathematical, drawing
and writing skills. Other factors which accounted for their good
performance are good transfer of knowledge which in turn enabled the
candidates to meet the requirement of the questions as well as good
interpretation of the questions. However, few candidates who did not
perform well had problems in understanding the demands of the questions
and poor knowledge of the subject matter. It is expected that the feedback
given in this report will enable stakeholders to take appropriate initiatives
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to improve the future performance of Geography subject in national
examinations.

5.0

RECOMMENDATIONS
In order to improve the performance in Geography subject, the following
recommendations are made:
(a) Teachers should make sure that all topics are well covered so that
candidates can be knowledgeable in all specified areas according to the
syllabus.
(b) Students should be encouraged to read different sources such as books,
journals and pamphlets in order to widen their knowledge on the
information about Population and Regional Focal Studies.
(c) Teachers are advised to guide the students on how to identify the
tasks/requirements in a given question so as to improve their
performance.
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Appendix 1
The Comparison of the Performance of Candidates in 113 Geography
Paper 1 and 2 in 2014 and 2015
S/N

Topic

Number
of
questions per
topic
2014

2015

2

1

88.1

Remarks

1.

The dynamic earth and consequence

99

Good

2.

Sustainable Mining

99

Good

3.

Agricultural development

97.8

Good

4.

Sustainable use of Forestry

97.6

Good

5.

Sustainable Fishing

1

1

67

96.9

Good

6.

Manufacturing Industries

1

1

98.6

95.5

Good

7.

Water masses

1

2

70.2

95.15

Good

8.

Study of soils

1

1

80.1

94.5

Good

9.

Position, Behaviours and Structure of
the Earth

85.6

Good

10.

Space dynamics

1

11.

Population and Development

3

3

54.3

81.2

Good

12.

Topographic map interpretation

1

1

92.2

78.5

Good

13.

Field research strategies

1

1

89.1

72

Good

14.

Application of statistics in Geography

1

1

69.5

66.6

Good

15.

Photograph interpretation

1

1

45.6

25.8

16.

Sustainable use of fuel and power

1

37.7

Average /
Weak
Average

17.

Environmental friendly tourism

1

17.7

Weak

1
1

1

88.7

1

1
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Percentage
of
candidates
who
scored average of
30
marks
and
above
2014
2015

77.6

Good

