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FOREWORD 

The National Examinations Council of Tanzania is pleased to issue the Candidates’ 

Item Response Analysis Report of the Advanced Certificate of Secondary 

Education Examination (ACSEE) 2016 in 112 History subject.  This report 

provides feedback to students, teachers, parents, policy makers and the public in 

general about the performance of the candidates. 

The Advanced Certificate of Secondary Education Examination marks the end of 

the two years of Advanced Secondary Education.  It is a summative evaluation 

which among other things shows the effectiveness of education system in general 

and education delivery system in particular.  Essentially, candidates’ responses to 

the examination questions is a strong indicator of what the education system was 

able  or unable to offer to the students in their two years of Advanced Secondary 

School Education. 

The analysis presented in this report aims at showing how the candidates 

responded in this examination. The report analyses the performance and factors 

behind candidates’ good/poor performance in each question.  The feedback 

provided will enable the educational administrators, school managers, teachers, 

students and other stakeholders to identify proper measures to be taken in order to 

improve candidates’ performance in future examinations administered by the 

Council. 

The National Examinations Council of Tanzania will highly appreciate comments 

and suggestions from teachers, students and the public in general that can be used 

for improving future Candidates’ Item Responses Analysis Reports. 

Finally, the Council would like to thank the Examination officers, examiners and 

all others who participated in the preparation of this report. 

 

 
Dr. Charles E. Msonde 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

 

The ACSEE 2016 History examination paper covered the 2009 Syllabus and 

the 2011 Examination Format. It consisted of two papers (1 and 2) and each 

paper comprised three (3) sections, namely A, B and C. Section A and B each 

comprised 4 questions from which the candidates were required to choose 2 

questions from each section.  Section C had 2 questions and the candidates 

were required to choose 1 question. The candidates were required to attempt a 

total of 5 questions in each paper and every question carried 20 marks. 

 

This report analyses the responses of the 112 History items for the School 

Candidates who sat for the Advanced Certificate of Secondary Education 

Examination (ACSEE) in 2016. It aims at giving a feedback to the educational 

stakeholders on the performance of the candidates in each question by stating 

what the candidates were required to do in each question, highlighting the 

performance analysis and indicating candidates’ strengths and weaknesses in 

their responses. 

 

A total of 29,326 candidates sat for 112 History paper in 2016 out of which 

29,314 candidates (99.96%) passed while 12 candidates (0.04%) failed. This 

shows that the rate of performance in this year is the same as that of 2015 in 

which out of 11,227 candidates who sat for that examination, 11,223 

candidates (99.96.%)  passed and only 04 candidates (00.4) failed. 

In the analysis, the minimum pass grade is 35 percent (7 marks in each 

question). The performance of candidates is considered as good if the 

candidate scores from 12 to 20 marks (60% to 100%) represented by green 

colour, average if the candidate scores from 7 to 11.5 marks (35% to 59%) 

represented with yellow colour and weak from 0 to 6.5 marks (0% to 34% ) 

represented by red colour. 

Samples of candidates’ answers are attached to illustrate their responses.  It is 

expected that the report will enable teachers and students to improve the 

teaching and learning process of History subject 
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2.0 ANALYSIS OF THE CANDIDATES’ PERFOMANCE IN EACH 

QUESTION  (PAPER ONE) 

2.1. Question 1 

 

The question was set from the topic "Pre-colonial African Societies". It 

demanded candidates to analyse the characteristics of pre-colonial 

exploitative modes of production in Africa by giving four characteristics of 

each mode of production. The percentage of candidates who attempted this 

question was 57.9 and the general performance was good as it is shown in 

figure 1 below. 

 
Figure 1 indicates the percentages of the candidates’ scores. 

 

The candidates who scored from 12 to 19 marks were able to show proper 

understanding of the question demand. However, the variations of marks in 

this group depended on the clarity of the explanations of the given points. 

For example, candidates whose marks ranged from 11 to 14 were affected 

by some drawbacks, such as low clarifications in some points but scorers of 

15 marks and above had their points more clarified. Points, like exploitation 

of man by man, existence of classes and surplus production characterised 

the Slave Mode of Production while land as the major means of production, 

ownership of productive forces by few individuals and existence of 

exploitation that based on payment of rent cemented the Feudal Mode of 

Production. Extract 1.1 below shows a part of one of the candidates’ 

relevant response. 
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Extract 1.1 
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A part of response in extract 1.1, indicates the candidate who 

elaborated relatively well the features of the exploitative modes of 

production, such as existence of antagonistic classes. 

The average scores of 7 to 11.5 marks was mainly attained by the 

candidates who either managed to exhaustively analyse the characteristics 

of only a single mode of production, provided general characteristics of 

exploitative modes of production or provide inadequate elaborations on the 

relevant characteristics. 

On the other hand, the Candidates who scored from 0 to 6.5 marks 

portrayed varied shortcomings. For instance, 17 candidates (0.1%) who 

scored a 0 mark, deviated from the demand of the question. For example, 

some of them regarded non-exploitative as exploitative mode, on that 

ground they responded on the characteristics of the ccommunal mode of 

production. Similarly, some candidates responded on the forms of colonial 

exploitation, such as land alienation, forced labour and low wages. Such 

candidates probably misunderstood the term "exploitative" thus associated 

it with colonialism which in most cases exploited African resources. On the 
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other hand, some candidates scored a mark only from the introduction. 

Some of them provided shallow explanations on the characteristics of one 

mode of production only while others just mentioned the points on both 

modes of production but could hardly provide satisfactory explanations. 

With such weaknesses, they had their marks ranging from 1 to 6.5 

depending on the intensity of the weaknesses. Extract 1.2 below shows a 

part of the candidates' responses that deviated from the question demands. 

 

Extract 1.2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Extract 1.2 shows a part of the candidate’s responses who responded 

on the non exploitive mode of production. Thus, elaborated the 

features of communal mode of production, such as presence of 

democracy and absence of classes contrary to the demand of the 

question. 



6 

2.2 Question 2 

This question was derived from the topic "Pre-colonial African Societies". 

The candidates were supposed to describe six factors for the development 

of state organization in pre-colonial West African societies. This question 

attracted 78.2 percent of all the candidates and its performance was good 

since only 5.7 percent scored from 0 to 6.5 marks, 54.2 percent scored from 

7 to 11.5 marks and 40.1 percent scored from 12 to 18.5 marks. 

Only five candidates scored a 0 mark in this question because of providing 

inappropriate responses as most of them mistaken pre-colonial state 

organization for colonial state thus responded on factors for the 

establishment of the colonial state in Africa. However, some candidates 

scored only a mark from the introduction part as they cited the types of 

socio-political organization, such as clan organization and age set 

organization in the main body. Nevertheless, other candidates mentioned 

the development attained by pre-colonial African states by giving points 

like trade; technological developments and Agriculture which somehow 

relate with the asked question thus scored some few marks. The Extract 2.1 

below portrays a candidate who went off point. 

 

Extract 2.1 

 

Extract 2.1 shows a part of the response in which the candidate 

explained the points which resemble various developments attained 
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by pre-colonial Africans societies, such as development of science 

and technology contrary to the demand of the question. However, 

he/she was able to score some few marks from the related factors, 

such as development of science and technology. 

The candidates whose marks ranged from 7 to 11.5 understood the question 

but failed to give adequate explanations. The common mistakes identified 

in their answers include; provision of insufficient explanations and 

repetition of some points.  For example, the point of strong military power 

was explained independently from that of military conquest, and trade was 

treated separately from that of the role of trans-Saharan trade. Such 

weaknesses hindered the candidates to score higher marks. 

 

Moreover, candidates with 12 to 18.5 marks were able to meet the demands 

of the question by pinpointing six factors for the development of state 

organization in pre-colonial West African societies. Points like; 

development of trade, good leadership, strong military power and the role 

of Jihad were observed. However, the strength of arguments of candidates 

in this range of score differed in depth thus accounted for the variations of 

their scores. A few setbacks like; lack of particular examples on West 

Africans States in some points and poor language skills in some candidates' 

work denied them to attain above 15 marks. Extract 2.2 below demonstrates 

a candidate who provided a more meaningful work in this question. 
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Extract 2.2 
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Extract 2.2 shows the candidate who abided to the question 

needs by giving the factors for development of states in pre-

colonial West Africa, such as environmental factors and good 

leadership.  

 

2.3 Question 3 

This question came from the topic "Africa and Europe in the 15
th

 Century". 

In this question, candidates were instructed to use six points in analysing 

the impact of the international trade (Mercantilism) on the development of 

European political, social and economic systems in the 15
th

 century. It was 

opted for by 34.3 percentage of the candidates, with 17.1 percent scoring 
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from  0 to 6.5 marks and more than a half (53.8%) scoring from 7 to 11.5 

marks while  29.1 percent scored from 12 to 19 marks. 

 

Inability of some candidates to determine that the 15
th

 Century trade was 

Mercantilism rendered them to score a 0 mark as they responded 

haphazardly on other trades. Surprisingly, some candidates explained the 

impact of international trade on the development of Africa by giving out 

points like decline of states, decline of trade, interference of culture and 

spread of Christianity. Such candidates, probably read the question 

hurriedly thus lost concentration in identifying its task. The candidates 

whose scores ranged from 0.5 to 6.5 marks, just mentioned few points but 

provided either irrelevant or inadequate justifications. The scope of their 

score however, depended on the accuracy of their points and explanations. 

The candidate whose work is shown in the Extract 3.1 below depicts one of 

the poor performances in this question. 

 

Extract 3.1 

 
Extract 3.1 shows a part of the candidate’s response which 

featured the impact of Mercantilism on Africa instead of 

Europe.   
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On the other hand, mentioning points without giving adequate explanations 

and giving the general impact of international trade with little consideration 

that the question was specifically on Europe were some of the notable 

attributes of the candidates’ responses who scored from 7 to 11.5 marks. 

 

The candidates who scored from 12 to 19 marks depicted greater mastering 

of the question as they were able to enumerate correct points with 

elucidated arguments on various points: such, as development of science 

and technology, accumulation of capital and the rise of towns and cities. 

However, candidates who could not score beyond 15 marks in this group 

encountered some shortcomings like shortage of appropriate details in a 

number of points. Extract 3.2 below illustrates a good work performed by 

one of the candidates. 

 

Extract 3.2 
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Extract 3.2 is part of a candidate’s works that reveals a good 

example of the candidates who performed well in question 3. 

The candidate was able to analyse the impact of 

mercantilism, such as development of towns and 

accumulation of wealth on the development of Europe in the 

15
th
 century. 
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2.4 Question 4 

This question was set from the topic "People of African origin in the New 

World". The candidates were to give three similarities and three differences 

between the Black solidarity and Pan - Africanism. This was one of the 

questions with the least frequency in this paper since only 29.5 percent 

opted for it. However, its performance was relatively good as only 8.2 

percent scored from 0.5 to 6.5 marks, 57.1 percent scored from 7 to11.5 

marks and 34.7 percent scored from 12 to 17 marks. 

 

None of the candidates scored a 0 mark in this question. However, two 

candidates scored a 0.5 mark as their responses revealed to have no 

correlation with the demand of the question though their introductions were 

relatively relevant. Similarly, a few others (192) scored from 1 to 6.5 marks 

due to either just highlighting the points without giving adequate 

explanations, giving explanations of Black solidarity in line with Back to 

African Movements; putting much concentration on Pan-Africanism only 

or relating the question with different matters of the topic like the Civil 

Rights movement which shares some similar objectives with Black 

Solidarity and Pan-Africanism.  Extract 4.1 below is an example of a 

candidate who responded poorly in this question. 

 

Extract 4.1 
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Extract 4.1 shows the candidate whose essay part provided 

similarities and differences which ignored factual issues. 

 

The attributes observed on candidates’ responses who scored from 7 to 11.5 

marks include: inability to meet the required number of points mostly 

caused by repetition of some points; responding to only one part of the 

question, partial clarification of points; lacking specific examples and 

basing on general views of the people of African origin. 

 

The scorers of 12 to 17 marks understood the history of people of African 

origin in the New World. However, provision of explanations which 

focused on one part of question specifically on similarities and provision of 

insufficient explanations on the part of differences caused some candidates 

in this group to fail to score above 15 marks. The candidates with above 15 

marks dealt thoroughly with similarities like: origin that both originated 

among Africans in the diaspora; same objectives that both aimed at 

regaining their dignity and freedom; success that all managed to achieve 

some of their objectives; suppression that all were suppressed by the 

capitalist governments. They were also able to give the differences which 

mainly centered on the scope of coverage like, the Black Solidarity was the 

movement of the Black People in the New World while, Pan-Africanism 

was the movement of the Black People all over the world, and Black 
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solidarity emphasized Black American economic and moral development, 

while Pan Africanism emphasized on full black rights and equality 

worldwide. Extract 4.2 below portrays a meaningful presentation of this 

question. 

 

Extract 4.2 
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Extract 4.2 is the sample of an example of a candidate who 

managed to show the similarities and differences between 

the Black Solidarity and Pan-Africanism. 
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2.5 Question 5 

Question 5 was drawn from the topic "Colonial Economy and Social 

Services after the Second World War". The demand of the question was to 

explain six factors that influenced the choice of location of industries in 

Africa during colonial time. More than a half (56.7%) of all the candidates 

opted for this question, of which 10.5 percent scored from 0 to 6.5 marks, 

62.1 percent scored from 7 to 11.5 marks and 27.4 percent scored from 12 

to 17.5 marks. 

 

Only two candidates deviated from the question requirements with one 

responding on the significance of industries and the other one on 

contradictions of Monopoly Capitalism contrary to the demand of the 

question, thus were eligible to a 0 score. On the other hand, candidates who 

scored marks which ranged from 0.5 to 6.5 portrayed some weaknesses, 

such as:  provision of a relatively relevant introductions but going astray in 

the main body; outlining points without giving elaborations and including 

irrelevant points in their work. Extract 5.1 below shows one of the 

candidate who diverged from the demand of this question. 
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Extract 5.1  

Extract 5.1 is a part of the candidate’s response which 

explains the contradictions of Monopoly Capitalism such as 

overproduction and under consumption contrary to the 

demand of the question. 

 

Furthermore, 7 to 11.5 marks were scored by the candidates who provided 

unsatisfactory views on the factors that influenced the choice of location of 

industries in Africa during colonial time. Thus, lack of vivid examples and 

clear explanations denied them higher scores. This reveals that such 

candidates had partial knowledge on the subject matter of the question. 
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Better understanding of the question demand and possession of sound 

knowledge on the factors that influenced the location of industries in Africa 

during colonial time enabled some candidates to score above 11.5 marks. 

These candidates, beside giving detailed explanations, supported their 

arguments with relevant examples. They articulated factors that influenced 

the location of industries like: potentiality of raw materials, availability of 

market, availability of labour and presence of energy. The variations of the 

scores of these candidates were caused by their varied elucidations of 

points since some provided clearer flow of ideas than others. An 

exemplified good performance is displayed in the Extract 5.2 below 

 

Extract 5.2  
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Extract 5.2 is a sample of a candidate who performed 

relatively well by elucidating the factors which influenced the 

choice of location of industries during colonial time, such as 

availability of raw materials and cheap labourers. 
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2.6 Question 6 

This question originated from the topic "Colonial Economy and Social 

Services after the Second World War". It demanded the candidates to use 

six points in assessing the impact of expanding transport and 

communication systems in the colonies after 1945. It was attempted by 36.5 

percent of all candidates who sat for this paper and their performance was 

good as only 5 percent scored from 0 to 6.5 marks, 49.8 percent scored 

from 7 to 11.5 and 45.2 percent scored 12 to 18 marks. 

 

The Candidates who scored from 12 to 18 marks  provided valid 

assessments on the points, like: accessibility of more areas which 

previously were not accessible; overexploitation of Africans; development 

of economic activities; social interactions; expansion of trade; expansion of 

various centers, facilitation of the struggle for independence in Africa and 

influx of Europeans in Africa.  However, the strengths of the responses 

varied due to a number of limitations, such as absence of factual examples 

and inaccurate flow of ideas. Extract 6.1 below is a good example of a 

candidate with a relatively good response in this question. 
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Extract 6.1 
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 Extract 6.2 indicates a candidate who discussed the impact of 

expanding transport and communication systems in the 

colonies after 1945, thus provided points like increase of 

exploitations and urbanization. 
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The candidates, whose scores ranged from 7 to 11.5 marks, portrayed a 

number of limitations which hindered them to score highly. Such 

weaknesses include; inability to suffice the asked number of points due to 

repetitions or presenting few points than the required number and failure to 

provide in-depth explanations of some points. 

   

 The irrelevance of the four candidates' responses rendered them to score a 0 

mark. Their responses focused on the impact of the Second World War. 

Popularity of the year 1945 when the Second World War ended probably 

drove these candidates to such mistakes. Moreover, lack of enough 

explanations, failure to meet the required number of points, treating 

transport as a separate entity from communication and provision of relevant 

introductions only, featured the responses of the candidates who scored 

from 0.5 to 6.5 marks. Extract 6.2 below is a demonstration of a poor score 

for question 6. 

 

 Extract 6.2 

  

 
 Extract 6.2 shows a part of a candidate’s response who 

deviated from the task of the question by writing the impact 
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of the Second World War on Africa rather than the impact of 

expanding transport and communication systems in the 

colonies after 1945. 

2.7 Question 7 

This question was composed from the topic "The Influence of External 

Forces, the rise of Nationalism and the Struggle for Independence". It 

demanded the candidates to give six points that justify the year 1945 as the 

turning point toward Nationalist Struggles in Africa. It was one of the 

highly attempted questions in this paper as 75.1 percent opted for it and its 

performance was good as shown in figure 2. 

25.5%

6.6%

 

67.9%  0 - 6.5 

 7 - 11.5

 12 - 18.5

 

Figure 2 indicates the percentages of the candidates who 

scored poorly (0 to 6.5), averagly (7 to 11.5) and good (12-19). 

The candidates with 12 to 18.5 marks were able to give and elaborate the 

required number of points correctly and provide adequate examples. They 

exhibited more details on the points like intensive colonial exploitation 

after 1945, the role played by the returned soldiers, UNO, Pan Africanism, 

African Elites, USA, USSR, Non -Aligned Movement and the role of 

Independence of other nations like India and Pakistan. However, others had 

slight difficulties like: lack of specific examples in some points and 

insufficient explanations which hindered them from scoring above 14 

marks. Extract 7.1 below indicates a candidate who scored highly in 

question 7. 

Scores 
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Extract 7.1 
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Extract 7.1 indicates a response of a candidate who was able to show 

how the year 1945 was a turning point towards nationalist struggles in 

Africa. 

 

The candidates who scored from 7 to 11.5 marks showed a number of 

inadequacies. For example, some gave the general factors for the rise of 

African nationalism therefore they could not meet the six correct points 

demanded. Their concentration on the factors before and after 1945 led 

them to provide superficial explanations on the correct points, thus limiting 

their marks to 11.5. 
 

On the other hand, the term "turning point" made 65 candidates (0.3%) who 

scored a 0 mark and 42 candidates (0.2%) who scored a 0.5 mark to lose 

focus of the demand of the question and dwell on irrelevant facts. Apart 

from giving a superficial meaning of African Nationalism, some candidates, 

for example turned to the impact of the Second World War on Africa which 

ended in 1945 while others focused on the factors for the rise of 

Nationalism before 1945. Nevertheless, candidates (6.1%) with few 

attributes like citing few correct point and provision of inadequate details, 

scored from 1 to 6.5. Extract 7.2 below is an example of a candidate who 

responded poorly in this question. 
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Extract 7.2 

 
Extract 7.2 shows the candidate who diverted from the 

demand of question by responding on the impact of Second 

World War on Africa. 

2.8 Question 8 

The question called for the candidates to show how the decline of European 

capitalism accelerated the process of African decolonization by giving three 

points and provide three points that explain why USA developed the anti-

colonial tradition. It was derived from the topic "The Influence of External 

Forces, the rise of Nationalism and the Struggle for Independence". The 

question was attempted by 31.3 percent of all candidates who sat for this 

paper, out of which 11.5 percent scored from 0 to 6.5 marks, 53.9 percent 

scored from 7 to11.5 marks and 34.6 percent scored from 12 to 18.5 marks. 

 



31 

A total number of twenty six candidates (0.3%) scored from 0 to 0.5 mark as 

they responded on the factors for the decline of European capitalism and/or 

universal factors for decolonization of Africa in the first part of the question, 

and the factors for the rise of USA capitalism or the mechanisms employed by 

USA to support decolonization in the second part of the question. Moreover, 

candidates who scored from 1 to 6.5 marks (11.2%) faced a number of 

challenges such as inability to elaborate the few points they managed to put 

forward. Moreover, some managed to exhaust some points in the first part of 

the question but failed to exhaust the second part. Others could attain a mark 

only by giving a superficial introduction. Extract 8.1 below indicates an 

example of a candidate who performed poorly in this question. 

Extract 8.1 
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Extract 8.1 shows a response from a candidate who managed to 

show how the decline of European capitalism accelerated 

decolonization process of Africa in the first part of the question 

but explained the factors for the rise of USA capitalism in the 

second part contrary to the demand of the question. 
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Most candidates who managed to score from 7 to 11.5 marks failed to 

respond correctly to the first part of the question but managed to provide 

satisfactory details on the second part. This is because the role of USA 

towards decolonization of Africa is more popular to many candidates than the 

role of the decline of European capitalism. 

 

The candidates who scored from 12 to 18.5 marks responded well on both 

parts of the question by elaborating the required number of points with 

relevant examples. However, the variations in their scores were due to varied 

clarity of their arguments and ability to provide plausible examples on each 

of the points given. Their arguments in the first part were built on points like: 

excessive exploitation of African resources which sparked off African desires 

to terminate colonial domination; European weak economy which could not 

maintain the colonies; inability of the capitalists to fulfill the promises made 

to ex-soldiers and loans from the USA through the Marshall Plan which 

embodied decolonization conditions. On the other hand points like: check the 

spread of communism; the need to spread capitalist ideology; the need to 

build military bases and US economic needs in Africa were raised as the 

reasons as to why the USA developed anti-colonial tradition. Extract 8.2 

below portrays an example of a relatively good response. 
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Extract 8.2 
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Extract 8.2 portrays a sample of a candidate who was able to 

show how the decline of European capitalism accelerated 

decolonization and why USA developed the anti- colonial 

tradition. 



37 

2.9 Question 9 

This question was set from the topic "Political and Economic Development in 

Tanzania since Independence". It required the candidates to discuss the major 

problems facing the agricultural sector in Tanzania. It was opted by the 

majority of the candidates (86.7%) probably due to the fact that it was easy for 

them to grasp the challenges from their local surroundings thus even their 

performance was also good as shown in figure 3 below. 

 

Figure 3 indicates the percentages of the candidates with good 

score (12-19), average score (7 to 11.5) and poor score (0 to 

6.5). 

The responses of the candidates who scored from 12 to 19.5 marks were 

characterised by relevant points which were cemented by details and 

examples basing on Tanzania as the question demanded. Points like 

Climatic barriers, pests, diseases and weeds, transport and communication 

problems, inadequate technology, poor marketing facilities, conflicts 

between farmers and pastoralists and traditionalism among farmers were 

discussed as some of the challenges of agricultural sector in Tanzania. 

However, shortage of some specific examples and ambiguity in some of the 

points barred some candidates to score above 14 marks. Extract 9.1 below 

is an example of a good essay presentation in this question. 
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Extract 9.1 
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Extract 9.1 is a good example of a candidate who expounded 

the challenges of agriculture in Tanzania, such as low level of 

technology, pest and diseases and land conflicts. 

Furthermore, the scores from 7 to 11.5 marks incorporated candidates who 

provided few points than the required ones, repeating points like 

environmental and climatic factors as separate points, provision of trivial 

explanations which could not deserve higher score and lacking peculiar 

examples basing on the Tanzanian context. 

 

Amazingly, despite the fact that issues on agriculture are inter-disciplinary as 

they are taught in other subjects like Geography and Agricultural Science and 

are widely discussed in the mass media, yet two candidates scored a 0 mark 

and 47 others could not score beyond 6.5 marks. Failure to abide by the 
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question demand, mentioning few relevant points, lacking explanations to 

cater for the demand of the question and discussing other sectors of economy 

like trade, mining and tourism alongside agriculture were some of the 

weaknesses observed in the candidates’ scripts which caused their marks to 

range from 0 to 6.5 depending on the magnitude of the weaknesses in each 

candidates’ response. Extract 9.2 below shows a candidate who performed 

poorly in this question. 

 

Extract 9.2 

 
Extract 9.2 indicates a candidate whose partial elaborations on 

some relevant points could not satisfy fully the demands of the 

question. 
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2.10 Question 10  

This question was derived from the topic "Political and Economic 

Development in Tanzania since Independence". It demanded the candidates to 

use six points to support the statement that Structural Adjustment Programmes 

(SAPs) are among the hurdles to Tanzanian social, political and economic 

development. This question had the least frequency in this paper as only 13.3 

percent of the candidates tackled it. However, its performance was good as 

shown in figure 4 below. 

  

  

Figure 4 indicates a trend of the candidates’ perfomance in 

question 10. 

The candidates who scored from 12 to 18.5 showed better conceptualization of the 

SAPs and its hindrances to Tanzanian social, political and economic development. 

They provided specific problems, such as mass unemployment, unequal 

distribution of resources, marginalization of local investors, the negative impact of 

privatization of government owned enterprises, increase of corruption and 

perpetuation of Neo Colonialism. However, the disparities of marks in this range 

of score were caused by the degree of clarity of each individual response. Extract 

10.1 below portrays a sample of a candidate who had a good performance in this 

question. 

 

Extract 10.1 
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 Extract 10.1 indicates a sample of a well presented work of a 

candidate on the hurdles of SAPs to Tanzanian social, 

political and economic development. 

 

Some candidates who scored from 7 to 11.5 marks were able to cite the 

problems of SAPs but their points were not localized to the Tanzanian 

situation. Some of them mixed up conditions and reasons for SAPs alongside 
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the problems thus lowered the possibility of scoring good marks. Others 

responded on the positive and negative effects of SAPs while others provided 

relevant points but failed to give thorough explanations in some points. 

 

The candidates whose marks ranged from 0 to 6.5 were probably challenged 

by the words "Structural Adjustment Programmes" and "hurdles". They, 

therefore responded on the general problems facing Tanzania, benefits that 

Tanzania gains from SAPs and/or the SAPs’ conditions. With such 

irrelevances, they were liable to a 0 score except in some minor cases where 

the introductions were somehow relevant. Moreover, despite showing 

relevance in some of the explanations, most responses in this group were not 

well organized and coordinated to deserve higher marks. Extract 10.2 below is 

a sample of a response from a script of a candidate who scored low marks. 

 

Extract 10.2 
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Extract 10.2 shows a candidate who in most cases responded on 

the positive effects of SAPs, such as its contribution to 

economic, political and social development contrary to the 

demand of the question. 
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3.0 ANALYSIS OF THE CANDIDATES’ PERFOMANCE IN EACH 

QUESTION   (PAPER TWO) 

3.1 Question 1 

This question came from the topic "The Rise of Capitalism in Europe". It 

required the candidates to explain six factors which speeded up the rise of 

Merchant Capitalism in Europe. It was opted by 64.6 percent of the 

candidates whereby 8.7 percent scored from 0 to 6.5 marks, 60.9 percent 

scored from 7 to 11.5 marks and 30.4 percent scored 12 to 18 marks. 

  

Lack of concentration in identifying the task of the question made 

candidates who scored a 0 mark to deviate from the demand of the 

question. Thus, some of them responded on the overall factors for the 

decline of capitalism while others explained how mercantilism contributed 

to the rise of capitalism in Europe. However, the scorers of 0.5 to 6.5 marks 

had some valuable responses which earned them some few marks. For 

example, some were able to outline some relevant points, others due to lack 

of specificity combined the factors for the rise of Mercantilism with its 

impact and its contribution to the rise of capitalism in Europe. Extract 1.1 

below shows a sample of one of the candidate’s response that deviated from 

the question demands. 

 

Extract 1.1 

 
Extract 1.1 shows a part of the response from a candidate who 

explained the factors for the decline of British capitalism 

contrary to the demand of the question. 
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The candidates in the range of 7 to 11.5 marks were able to understand the 

demands of the question, hence presented some correct points.  However, 

some of their weaknesses which hindered them from scoring higher marks 

include: provision of inadequate explanations in some points; repetition of 

some points, and failure to exhaust the required number of points. 
 

Most of the candidates who scored from 12 to 18 marks provided the 

required number of points with relatively adequate explanations and cited 

vivid examples to support their arguments. The accuracy of their responses 

differed, those who scored 15 marks and above were more conversant with 

mercantilism. They provided relevant expiations to points like development 

of marine technology; discovery of sea routes; prior accumulation of 

capital; development of financial institutions and government assurance of 

security to merchants. Extract 1.2 illustrates the case. 
 

Extract 1.2 
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Extract 1.2 shows a part of a response from a script of a candidate who 

explained correctly factors which accelerated the rise of Mercantilism in 

Europe. 

 



49 

3.2 Question 2 

The question was set from the topic "The Rise of capitalism in Europe". It 

required the candidates to examine six factors which favored British 

industrial progress in the 18
th

 century. This question had the highest 

frequency in this paper as 94 percent of the candidates opted for it. The 

candidates’ performance was also good since only 1.1 percent scored from 

0 to 6.5 marks, 34.8 percent scored from 7 to 11.5 marks and majority 

(64.1%) scored from 12 to 19 marks. 

 

The Candidates who scored from 12 to 19 marks illustrated better 

understanding of the question. They presented well organized essays and 

were able to meet the required number of points which were supported with 

factual details and vivid examples. The variation in their performances was 

determined by the coherence of their responses and the ability to provide 

more vibrant examples to support their answers. Points like Britain 

geographical position, availability of natural resources, and the stability of 

the British government were well expounded as shown in one of the 

candidates’ response in Extract 2.1 below. 

 



50 

Extract 2.1 

 



51 

 
Extract 2.1 shows a sample of a response from a script of a 

candidate who examined the factors which favored British 

industrial progress in the 18
th 

Century. 

Furthermore, the candidates whose marks ranged from 7 to 11.5 understood 

the question but failed to give adequate explanations. Some of the 

weaknesses identified in their answers include: provision of insufficient 

explanations, and lack of vivid examples to support their points. 

On the other hand, four candidates who scored a 0 mark diverged from the 

demand of the question by giving points which do not link to the question’s 

requisite. Their responses centered on either the factors for the decline of 

British industrial hegemony or the factors for the decline of European 

capitalism. Extract 2.2 below shows part of a candidate’s work who 

explained the factors for the decline of British industrial supremacy. 
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Extract 2.2 

 
Extract 2.1 shows a sample of a response from a script of a 

candidate who tried to explain the factors for the decline of 

British industrial hegemony contrary to the demands of the 

question. 
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However, the candidates who scored from 0.5 to 6.5 marks could not meet 

fully the requirements of the question due to a number of reasons, such as 

repeating or splitting some of the similar points into numerous points. For 

example, the point like geographical advantage was split into minor points 

like position of Britain, the British coastline and the size of Britain. 

Moreover, some provided superficial explanations on some points while 

others responded on the general factor for the rise of European capitalism 

thus, they were able to score some marks only from the few relevant points. 

3.3 Question 3 

The question was derived from the topic "Rise of Democracy in Europe".  

The candidates were asked to show the role of philosophers in the 

development of democracy in France during the year 1780. This question 

was among the least attempted since only 10.9 percent of candidates opted 

for it, of which 20.4 percent scored 0 to 6.5 marks, 45.6 percent scored 

from 7 to 11.5 marks and 34 percent scored from 12 to 18 marks. 

 

Four candidates deviated  from the demand of the question and focused 

their responses on either the causes or the aims of the French Revolution 

thus scored a 0 mark. However, the scorers of 0.5 to 6.5 marks outlined 

some relevant points. Some of them due to lack of specificity mixed up the 

correct points with the aims of French revolution. Others gave an account 

of various philosophers but failed to show how such philosophers 

contributed to the rise of democracy in France. Extract 3.1 below shows an 

example of the candidate who performed poorly. 
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Extract 3.1 

 
Extract 3.1 shows that, though the candidate mentioned the word 

philosophers in the points but he/she failed to show how the 

philosophers contributed to development of democracy in France in the 

1780s. 

 

The responses of the candidates who scored from 7 to 11.5 marks mostly 

based on general ideas of the role of philosophers towards development of 
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democracy in Europe, and thus included examples from other countries like 

England. Moreover, some of them could not meet the required number of 

points and others provided superficial explanations which could not suffice 

the demand of the question. 

The candidates whose scores ranged from 12 to 18 marks portrayed a 

number of strength such as providing appropriate explanations on the 

relevant points. However, the responses of the candidates whose scores 

ranged from 12 to 14 marks lacked sufficient examples and exhaustive 

explanation of some points. On the other hand, those who scored from 15 to 

18 marks exposed the roles of the philosophers which ultimately stimulated 

the development of democracy in France. Some of these roles include: 

criticizing the Catholic Church; advocating the equality of the people; 

suggesting the system of the government, suggesting the limitation of 

power of the monarchy, criticizing the power of clergy and nobles; 

criticizing the system of taxation, and advocating secularization. Extract 3.2 

below indicates a candidate who managed to give relevant responses. 

 

Extract 3.2 
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Extract 3.2 shows part of a response from a script of a candidate 

who managed to show the contributions of philosophers in the 

development of democracy in France. 
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3.4 Question 4 

This question was composed from the topic "Imperialism and the Territorial 

division of the World". The candidates were supposed to analyse six 

reasons which accelerated European rivalries in Africa. Only 30.2 percent 

opted for this question but their performance was good as indicated in 

figure 5. 

 

Figure 5.1. indicates the percentages of the candidates with 

good score (12-19), averagy score  (7 to 11.5) and poor score 

(0 to 6.5) in question 4. 

The range of 12 to 17.5 marks comprised of candidates who showed correct 

interpretation of the question. They provided detailed points and sound 

examples to clarify their arguments. However, the ability to organize, 

clarify and give relevant examples brought the differences in their scores as 

candidates with more than 14 marks managed to strongly elucidate their 

points. Points which focused on: the effects of the Industrial and 

Demographic Revolutions; potentiality of African resources; the problem of 

balance of power and the need of national prestige were clearly elaborated 

by the candidates who scored highly.  An example of such a good answer in 

this question is shown in Extract 4.1 below. 
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Extract 4.1 
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Extract 4.1 shows a sample of a response from a script of a 

candidate who analysed the reasons which accelerated 

European rivalries in Africa. 
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The candidates who scored from 7 to 11.5 marks were able to identify the 

reasons for the scramble for Africa. However, some gave partial 

explanations which could not deserve higher marks and others could not 

meet the asked number of points. 

 

Furthermore, the phrase "accelerated European rivalries" distracted thirty 

six candidates who read the question hurriedly. They focused on the causes 

of European rivalries in Europe by citing issues like militarism and the 

alliance systems. Others dealt with the aspects of colonial economic 

exploitation and African resistance against colonial rule by highlighting 

points like land alienation and forced labour, thus scored a 0 mark. Extract 

4.2 below is an example of the candidate who went astray in this question. 

 

Extract 4.2 
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Extract 4.2 shows a response from a script of a candidate who 

failed to analyse the reasons which accelerated European 

rivalries in Africa instead he/she explained the ways through 

which Europeans exploited Africans. 

 

The candidates who scored from 0.5 to 6.5 marks shared the same 

shortcomings with those who scored a 0 mark. However, they were able to 

analyse few appropriate points and give relevant introductions and 

conclusions. 

3.5 Question 5 

This question was set from the topic "The Rise of Dictatorships in 

Germany, Italy and Japan". It demanded the candidates to explain six 

factors which triggered off the rise of dictatorship in Japan. It was 

attempted by 84.8 percent of the candidates and its performance was good 

as shown in figure 6.1. 
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39.5%

57.0%

3.5%

 0 - 6.5 

 7 - 11.5 

 12 - 19

 

Figure 6.1. indicates the percentages of the candidates with 

good score (12-19), average score (7 to 11.5) and poor score (0 

to 6.5) in question 5. 

The candidates who scored from 12 to 19 marks were aware of the Japanese 

dictatorship; thus their arguments and examples were directly related to 

Japanese situation. They were able to raise specific points like: the 

Manchurian crisis, the weakness of Emperor Hirohito, the  impact of the 

Great Economic Depression; the role of the 1919 Versailles Treaty; 

corruption; weakness of the League of Nations; weak parliamentary system; 

influence of Italian and Germany dictatorship governments, and fear of 

communism. The differences in their scores, however, differed depending 

on the accuracy of their descriptions. Extract 5.1below portrays an example 

of one of the candidate who responded relatively well in this question. 

Scores 
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Extract 5.1 
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Extract 5.1 shows a part of a response from a script of a 

candidate who managed to explain the factors which prompted 

the rise of dictatorship in Japan. 
 



66 

In most cases, the candidates who scored from 7 to 11.5 marks relied on 

general factors for the rise of dictatorships but failed to connect their 

arguments with the Japanese situation, thus they failed to exceed 11.5 

marks. 

Twenty candidates provided incorrect responses thus were eligible to a 0 

score. For instance, most of them responded on the impact of dictatorship in 

Japan by raising points like death of people, end of democracy and the 

outbreak of Second World War. However, some candidates were able to 

score from 0.5 to 6.5 marks. Such candidates lacked appropriate details to 

support their points as they relied on general views of dictatorships. Other 

setbacks in their essays include provision of partial facts and outlining some 

few relevant points. Extract 5.2 below shows an example of a candidate 

who explained the impact of dictatorship in Japan. 

Extract 5.2 

 

Extract 5.2 shows a sample of a response from a script of a 

candidate who wrote the consequences of the dictatorship 
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instead of the factors that speeded up the rise of dictatorship in 

Japan. 

3.6 Question 6 

This question was composed from the topic "Rise of Dictatorship in 

Germany, Italy and Japan". The task of the question was to show how the 

Agreements reached in 1919 in Paris Peace Conference activated extreme 

nationalism in Western Europe. It was opted by 35.6 percent of all 

candidates of which 28.2 percent scored 0 to 6.5 marks, 48.7 percent scored 

from 7 to 11.5 marks and 23.1 percent scored from 12 to 18.5 marks. 

 

A total of ninety candidates scored a 0 mark. Such a worse performance 

was caused by a number of drawbacks including failure to discover that the 

1919 Paris Peace Conference is the Versailles Peace Treaty. This error 

made some candidates to respond haphazardly to other conferences, such as 

the 1919 Pan African Conference. On the other hand, others associated 

nationalism in Europe with African nationalism. However, the candidates 

who scored from 0.5 to 6.5 marks could only give an account of only few 

terms of the Paris Peace Conference of 1919. Extract 6.1 below indicates a 

candidate who misinterpreted the question. 

 

Extract 6.1 
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Extract 6.1 shows part of a response from a script of a candidate 

who assumed that extreme nationalism in Europe meant the 

struggle for independence. 
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On the other hand, candidates who scored from 7 to 11.5 marks were able 

to point out some correct points and relevant examples. However, they were 

incapable of scoring higher marks due to lack of enough explanations and 

paying more attention to Germany but neglecting other powers like Italy. 

 

The candidates with 12 to 18.5 marks were able to associate the Paris Peace 

Conference with the rise of extreme nationalism in Europe. They were able 

to identify the weaknesses of the conference that activated extreme 

nationalism in Western Europe, particularly in Germany and Italy. Such 

weaknesses included the punishments given to German and Italy, which 

ignited sentiments among the people. The punishments include: 

surrendering colonies; limitations in the armaments; payments of 

reparations and ignoring Italy a portion of mandate colonies. The disparities 

in their scores were due to the ability of some candidates particularly those 

with 15 marks and above to highlight all the major powers that developed 

extreme nationalism that is, Germany and Italy and presentation of more 

factual arguments as shown in extract 6.2 below. 

 

Extract 6.2 
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Extract 6.2 shows a sample of a response from a script of a 

candidate who managed to show how Paris Peace Treaty 

accelerated extreme nationalism in Western Europe. 
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3.7 Question 7 

This question was derived from the topic "Emergence of USA as a New 

Capitalist Superpower". The ccandidates were required to analyse eight 

factors for the Great Economic Boom of 1920s in USA. The question was 

opted by 57.1 percent of the candidates with 27.1 percent scoring from 0 to 

6.5 marks, 50.1 percent from 7 to 11.5 marks and 22.8 percent from 12 to 

18.5 marks. 
 

A total of 640 candidates (3.8%) misconceived the demands of the 

question, thus scored a 0 mark. Such candidates deviated from analysing 

the factors which caused the Economic Boom and instead they analysed the 

factors which led to the Great Economic Depression. Moreover, others 

explained the measures which were taken to control the effects of the Great 

Economic Depression in USA.  These candidates must have hurriedly read 

the question, thus failed to differentiate between the ‘‘boom’’ and 

‘‘depression’’, putting into consideration that even the periodization of the 

two events resembles. However, some candidates who scored from 0.5 to 

6.5 marks just mentioned the points. Others mixed up relevant points with 

incorrect ideas. This hindered them to perform highly. Extract 7.1 below is 

an example of a candidate who presented a poor performance in this 

question. 
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Extract 7.1 

 
Extract 7.1 shows a part of a response from a script of a 

candidate who explained the measures which were taken to 

curb the impact of the Great Economic Depression in USA 

contrary to the demand of the question. 

 



74 

The candidates who scored from 7 to 11.5 marks understood the question 

and mentioned correct points though their explanations were inadequate. 

Some of them mixed the facts with incorrect points and examples. 

 

On the other hand, the candidates who scored from 12 to 18.5 marks were 

able to give correct points with sufficient explanations and enough 

examples, for example, they came up with points like: US economic 

benefits in the First World War; liberalization of the US economy; the role 

of advertisement; innovations; availability of both human and natural 

resources; application of restriction policies and increase of wages. 

However, the degree of clarity of responses caused some of them to score 

more marks than others. Extract 7.2 below shows an example of the 

candidate with relevant responses. 

 

Extract 7.2 
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Extract 7.2 shows a part of a response from a script of a 

candidate who managed to analyse factors which led to 

Economic Boom of 1920s in USA. 
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3.8 Question 8 

This question was set from the topic "Threats to World Peace after the 

Second World War". The question demanded the candidates to give six 

reasons as to why thawing of the Cold War between the Eastern and 

Western blocs was frozen again in 1980s. This was among the least 

attempted and poorly performed question as only 21.4 percent of all the 

candidates attempted it, of which 99.2 percent scored from 0 to 6.5 marks, 

0.8 percent scored from 7 to 11 marks and only three candidates managed 

to score from 12 to 17 marks. 

 

Two factors might have contributed to that scenario. Firstly, the 

misconceptions of the terminologies "thawing and frozen" which confused 

many candidates and as a result, they provided inappropriate responses. For 

example, majority of the candidates provided the reasons, manifestations or 

the effects of the Cold War or factors which led to the thaw of Cold War 

tensions. With such approach, they could either score a 0 mark or could 

score a mark from the introduction part. Secondly, total lack of knowledge 

on the subject matter of the question. Majority of the candidates, therefore 

scored few marks mainly from the introduction and superficial explanations 

as shown in Extract 8.1 below. 
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Extract 8.1 

Extract 8.1 shows a part of a response from a script of a 

candidate who responded on the factors which caused the Cold 

War instead of the reasons for the frozen of the thawing of cold 

war in 1980s. 
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The ccandidates were supposed to understand that toward the end of the 

Second World War, tensions developed between Western and the Eastern 

camps but after 1953 there was thawing of these tensions. However, from 

the 1980s, such tensions rejuvenated due to a number of reasons like: 

 

(i) Revolution in Iran: the Shah of Iran was overthrown in 1979. The 

USA had supported the Shah because it needed Iran’s oil. The new 

government was strongly anti-American but also strongly anti – 

Communist. Iran wanted a society based on Islamic values. The 

Iranian revolution changed the balance of power in the Middle East 

and increased tension between the superpowers, who were worried 

about how other would react. 

 

(ii) Civil wars in Nicaragua and Salvador and Angola. Communist 

rebels supported by Cuban and Soviet money and expertise tried to 

overthrow the governments of these states in South America and 

Africa. The USA funded the governments against the rebels. In 

Angola, the USA and the USSR helped to fund a long-running civil 

war. 

 

(iii) Human rights: In 1977- 1981, Jimmy Carter, the US president 

openly criticized the USSR’s suppression of dissident people who 

spoke out against the government in both the USSR and the Eastern 

Europe. 

 

(iv) New nuclear weapons: In 1977 the USSR began replacing outdated 

missiles in Eastern Europe with new SS-20, nuclear missiles. The 

West saw these missiles as a new type of battlefield weapon that 

could be used in a limited nuclear war confined only to Europe. In 

response, President Carter allowed the US military to develop the 

Cruise missile. By 1979 the USA had stationed Pershing missiles in 

Western Europe as an answer to the SS-20. 

 

(v) In1979, the pro-Soviet regime in Afghanistan was under serious 

threat from its Muslim opponents, the Mujahideen. To protect the 

regime, Soviet forces entered Afghanistan on 25 December 1979,. 

Western powers were alarmed that the USSR could get so close to 

the West’s oil supplies in the Middle East. President Carter 

described the Soviet action as the most serious threat to peace since 

the Second World War. The USA secretly began to send very large 
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shipments of money, arms and equipment to Pakistan and from 

there to the USSR’s Mujahideen opponents. 

 

(vi) The Moscow and Los Angeles Olympics: In protest at Soviet 

involvement in the Afghan War, the USA boycotted the 1980 

Olympic Games held in Moscow. In retaliation, the USSR and 

Eastern European teams boycotted the Los Angeles Olympics held 

four years later. 

 

(vii) In 1980, the USA elected the former Hollywood film actor Ronald 

Reagan as President. Reagan made no secret of his dislike of 

Communism and the USSR, calling it Evil Empire. He supported 

anti-Communist forces in Afghanistan and Nicaragua. Reagan was 

helped by the fact that many of the Europe’s leaders at that time 

supported his tough line against USSR. His boldest plan was to 

escalate the arm race in order to end it. 

3.9 Question 9 

The question was drawn from the topic "Neo-colonialism and the question 

of underdevelopment in the Third World Countries". The candidates were 

to analyse six reasons for the economic dependence of developing nations. 

The candidates who opted for this question comprised of 63.4 percent of all 

the candidates who sat for this paper. The scorers of 0 to 6.5 marks were 

6.6 percent, the average marks from 7 to 11.5 were scored by 59.1 percent, 

while good performance from 12 to 19 marks were scored by 34.3 percent. 

The ccandidates who scored from 12 to 19 marks were able to provide 

points which based on realistic arguments and evidences on historical and 

current situations in developing countries. The ccandidates’ marks in this 

group fluctuated due to the quality of their responses as those with broader 

and more articulated arguments scored higher marks than others. Some of 

the points advanced were: the impact of neo colonialism; mono economy; 

higher rate of population growth;  civil wars; natural calamities; corruption 

and embezzlements. Extract 9.1 below illustrates one of the modal 

responses in this question. 



80 

Extract 9.1 
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Extract 9.1 shows part of a response from a script of a candidate 

who was able to give reasons for economic dependence of 

developing nations. 

Furthermore, the scorers of 7 to 11.5 marks raised the required points but 

provided insufficient explanations to justify their arguments. Others 

repeated or fragmented some of the points which denied them higher 

scores. The mostly fragmented points were natural hazards which were 

split into sub points like drought and floods, and political instability which 

was split into sub points of boarder conflicts and civil wars. 
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Fifteen candidates who scored a 0 mark deviated from the demand of the 

question. Some of them analysed the reasons for the economic 

development of various countries. Others analysed the economic reasons 

which forced the developing nations, particularly in Africa to fight for 

their independence. Such candidates might have read the question 

hurriedly thus misconceived some terms. However, candidates who scored 

from 0.5 to 6.5 marks revealed several weaknesses in their responses; 

some of these weaknesses include: failure to give appropriate explanations 

on some points, mixing a few correct facts with incorrect ones, and 

provision of a relevant introduction but false responses in the main body. 

 

3.10 Question 10 

This question was composed from the topic "Neo-colonialism and the 

Question of Underdevelopment in the Third World Countries". It required 

the candidates to prove that Africa’s extreme poverty is partly attributed to 

historical phenomena. The question was attempted by 36.5 percent, of 

which 24.9 percent scored from 0 to 6.5 marks; 49.3 percent scored from 7 

to 11.5 marks, and 25.8 percent scored from 12 to 19.5 marks. 

 

The candidates who scored from 12 to 19.5 marks were able to validate the 

statement by giving required number of points that indicates how extreme 

poverty in Africa is traced from a historical perspective by giving points 

like: Africa’s contact with external worlds, slave trade, colonialism, neo 

colonialism and globalization. However, the variations in their scores were 

due to lack of some crucial examples in some points. Furthermore, 

language proficiency hindered some of them from providing clearer views, 

thus limited them from scoring more than 14 marks. Extract 10.1 below 

displays a candidate’s model response of this question. 
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Extract 10.1 
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Extract 10.1 shows a sample of a response from a script of a 

candidate who managed to show Historical factors that has 

contributed to the persisting poverty in Africa. 
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Furthermore, the candidates whose scores ranged from 7 to 11.5 marks 

presented some correct points with little correct examples. However, their 

work lacked detailed and rational explanations. Besides that, they also 

included some contemporary factors for the persisting poverty in Africa 

something that limited them to excel beyond 11.5 marks. 

 

On the other hand, the responses of eighteen candidates who scored a 0 

mark were illogical as they were contrary to the demands of the question. 

For example, most of them responded by giving the contemporary factors 

for Africans poverty, thus they came up with points like civil wars, diseases 

and corruption. The ccandidates who scored from 0.5 to 6.5 based on the 

overall factors for poverty in Africa, that is, contemporary and historical 

factors. Extract 10.2 below indicates a candidate who provided irrelevant 

response in this question. 

 

Extract 10.2 
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Extract 10.2 shows part of a response from a script of a 

candidate who failed to give historical factors for Africa’s 

extreme poverty and instead the candidate gave contemporary 

factors for Africa’s poverty. 

4.0 CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

4.1 CONCLUSION 

From the analysis of individual question made, it is evident that the general 

performance of the History candidates in the ACSEE 2016 was good. Most 

candidates answered the questions correctly, hence scored good marks. 

Moreover,  with the exception of only one topic Threats to World Peace 

After the Second World War, which had a poor performance (thus marked 

by a red color in the appendix),  other topics had a good performance since 

the percentage of candidates who scored an average of 35 percent or more 

ranged from 72.9 to 98.25. These topics are shaded by green color in the 

appendix. 

 

However, it has been noted that, few candidates with poor quality of 

responses were influenced by a number of factors, such as lack of 

knowledge of the concept related to the question, inability to express 

themselves in English language, misinterpretation of the questions and poor 

transfer of knowledge. 

 

The analysis of the candidates’ performance shows that, there were 

questions which were relatively omitted by the candidates. In paper 1, 
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questions 4 and 10 had a relatively low frequencies while in paper 2, 

questions 8 was highly omitted. Low frequency in these questions was 

probably caused by total/ partial coverage of the topics concerned. 

 

In order to improve the performance of the prospective candidates, all 

challenges observed in this report should be addressed by all educational 

stakeholders. 

4.2 RECOMMENDATIONS 

Although the general performance of candidates in History in both Paper 

one (112/1) and two (112/2) was good, there were some candidates whose 

performance were not good in some of the questions and there were some 

questions which were avoided.  In order to maintain/improve the 

performance in History subject, the examiners suggest the following;- 

(a) Teachers should make sure that all topics are well covered so as to 

enable candidates to acquire the intended knowledge in the syllabus. 

For example, in the topic of Threats to World Peace after the 

Second World War, issues pertaining to the thawing of tension 

between Eastern and Western Blocs after 1953 have to be discussed 

as the process which shows the trend of that tension in a specified 

time. Thus factors for thawing and freezing of Cold War have to be 

discussed. Presence of 78.6 percent of candidates who avoided 

question 8 from this topic and a very significant failure of the 

candidates in this question denote that the topic was either not 

taught or understood by the majority of the candidates. 

 

(b) Students should be encouraged to use English Language in their day 

to day communication so as to improve their language proficiency. 

 

(c) Students should be encouraged to read various sources (books, 

journals and pamphlets) in order to widen their knowledge. 
 

(d)  Teachers are advised to guide the students on how to identify the 

task/requirement in a given question. 

 

(e) History seminars should be conducted so as to enable teachers to 

build the capabilities and share experience. 
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Appendix  

The Performance Of Candidates Topic Wise 

 

S/N 

 

Topic 

Number of 

questions 

per topic 

Percentage of 

candidates who 

scored an average 

of 35 percent or 

more 

 

Remarks 

1.  
Political and 

Economic 

Development in 

Tanzania Since 

Independence. 

2 98.25 Good 

2.  
The Rise of 

Capitalism in 

Europe. 

2 95.1 

Good 

3.  
Imperialism and 

the Territorial 

Division of the 

World. 

1 94.9 

Good 

4.  
Pre - Colonial 

African Societies. 
2 94.55 

Good 

5.  
Colonial Economy 

and Social 

Services after the 

Second World 

War. 

2 92.25 

Good 

6.  
People of African 

Origin in the New 

World. 

1 91.8 

Good 

7.  
The Influence of 

External Forces, 

the Rise of 

Nationalism and 

the Struggle for 

Independence. 

2 90.95 

Good 

8.  
Neo – Colonialism 

and the Question 

of 

Underdevelopment 

2 84.25 

Good 
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S/N 

 

Topic 

Number of 

questions 

per topic 

Percentage of 

candidates who 

scored an average 

of 35 percent or 

more 

 

Remarks 

in Third World 

Countries. 

9.  
The Rise of 

Dictatorships in 

Germany, Italy 

and Japan. 

2 84.15 

Good 

10.  
Africa and Europe 

in The 15
th

 

Century. 

1 82.9 

Good 

11.  
The Rise of 

Democracy in 

Europe. 

1 79.6 

Good 

12.  
Emergence of 

USA as a New 

Capitalist 

Superpower. 

1 72.9 

Good 

13.  
Threats to World 

Peace after the 

Second World 

War. 

1 0.8 Weak  

 




