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FOREWORD 

The National Examinations Council of Tanzania is pleased to issue this report on Item 

Response Analysis for the 2016 Advanced Certificate for the Secondary Education 

Examination (ACSEE) in Geography subject. The report provides feedback to 

students, teachers, parents, policy makers and the public in general on the 

performance of candidates and the extent the instructional goals and objectives were 

met. 

The Advanced Certificate of Secondary Education Examination marks the end of the 

two years of advanced level of secondary education. It is a summative evaluation 

which shows the effectiveness of the education system in general and education 

delivery system in particular. Basically, the candidates‟ responses to the examination 

questions indicate what the education system was able/unable to offer students in their 

two years of the Advanced Certificate of Secondary Education. 

In this report, factors which enabled the candidates to answer the questions correctly 

or incorrectly have been analysed. The analysis shows that candidates with higher 

scores provided appropriate responses; were able to understand demands of the 

questions; had basic knowledge on the subject matter; possessed skills in computing 

and drawing; and had good mastery of English Language proficiency and essay 

writing skills. However, the candidates with lower scores depicted contrary attributes. 

The feedback provided is expected to enable the education administrators, school 

managers, teachers and students to identify proper measures to take in order to 

improve candidates‟ performance in future examinations administered by the Council. 

The National Examinations Council of Tanzania will highly appreciate comments and 

suggestions from teachers, students and the public in general that can be used for 

improving future item response analysis reports. Finally, the Council is grateful to all 

stakeholders who provided valuable assistance in the preparation of this report. 

 
Dr. Charles E. Msonde 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

The 2016 Advanced Certificate of Secondary Education Examination 

(ACSEE) in Geography subject covered the 2009 syllabus and adhered to the 

2011 Examination Format. The examination consisted of two papers, Paper 

One and Paper Two. 

 

Paper One consisted of two sections, A and B. Section A had four questions 

from Topographic Map Interpretation, Field Research Strategies, Simple 

Survey and Map Making and Photograph Interpretation. Question number 1 

was compulsory and candidates were required to choose any 1 from the three 

remaining questions. Section B had five questions set from Physical 

Geography topics out of which candidates were required to attempt 3 

questions. The candidates were required to attempt a total of 5 questions in 

this paper. 

 

Paper two consisted of two sections, A and B with a total of eight questions. 

Section A had three questions set from Population and Development topic and 

the candidates were required to attempt any 2 questions. Section B had 5 

questions set from Regional Focal Studies. Out of which candidates were 

required to attempt 3 questions. The candidates were required to attempt a 

total of 5 questions in this paper. 

 

This report analyses the 2016 performance of the school candidates who sat 

for the Advanced Certificate of Secondary Education Examination (ACSEE) 

in Geography subject. The performance in each topic is ranked as weak, 

average or good if the percentage of candidates who scored 35 percent or 

above of the marks allocated to the question lies in the range of 0 - 34, 35 - 59 

or 60 – 100 respectively. The report is intended to give feedback to the 

educational stakeholders on the performance of the candidates on each 

question by showing what the candidates were required to do as well as the 

strengths and weakness in their responses. 

 

A total of 36,807 candidates sat for the ACSEE in Geography papers out of 

which, 36,204 candidates (98.96%) passed while 379 candidates (1.04%) 

failed. Generally, the performance in 2016 decreased by 0.99 percent as 

compared to that of 2015 in which 99.95 percent of candidates passed and 

0.05 percent of the candidates failed. Samples of the candidates‟ answers are 

attached to illustrate their responses. It is expected that the report will be 
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useful to educational stakeholders and will enable teachers and students to 

improve the teaching and learning process in Geography subject. 

 

2.0 ANALYSIS OF THE CANDIDATES’ PERFORMANCE IN EACH 

QUESTION 

2.1 113/1 GEOGRAPHY PAPER ONE  

Section A: Topographical Map Interpretation, Field Research Strategies, 

Simple Survey and Map Making and Photograph Interpretation.  

2.1.1 Question 1: Topographic Map Interpretation 

 

This question consisted  of seven parts in which the  candidates were required 

to study carefully the map of HANANG sheet 84/4 and to: (a) calculate the 

area covered by lake Balangida in square kilometers, (b) mention types of 

landscapes shown on the map, (c) identify type of drainage pattern on the map, 

(d) mention three major indicators of climate with evidences from the map (e) 

outline the soil types found on the mapped area with vivid evidences, (f) 

explain four land uses in the mapped area  and  (g)  (i) find the grid reference 

for the position of the fire, (ii) name the physical obstacles which the farmer 

will face if he walks in a straight line to the position of the fire. The total 

marks allocated for this question was 25. 

The question was compulsory, therefore it was attempted by 100 percent of 

the candidates whereby 9.3 percent scored from 0 to 8.5 marks; 51.2 percent 

scored from 9 to 14.5 marks and 39.5 percent scored from 15 to 25 marks. The 

general performance in this question was good since 90.8 percent of the 

candidates scored 35 marks and above. Figure 1 illustrates performance in this 

question. 
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Figure 1: Trend of Candidates‟ Perfomance in Question 1. 

The candidates who scored from 15 to 25 marks were able to understand the 

demand of the question. Due to their knowledge on the subject matter, they 

were able to calculate the area covered by the Lake Balangida in square 

kilometers which is 9km
2
. Although some of them got wrong, they were not 

able to calculate the area of the lake. However, some of the candidates 

managed to mention the landscapes depicted on the map, such as hills and 

escarpment. Furthermore, they were able to identify the types of drainage 

pattern found on the mapped area like dendritic and radial drainage patterns. 

They also managed to mention latitude, vegetation and drainage system as 

three major indicators of climate in the area. Apart from that, they managed to 

outline types of soil found in the area. In addition, they managed to explain 

four land uses on the mapped area like fishing, pastoralism, lumbering and 

agriculture. Moreover, they were able to find grid reference for the position of 

the fire and to name the physical obstacles which the farmer would have faced 

if he walked in straight line to the position of the fire, such as hills, crater and 

valley. However, their marks varied from 15 to 25 depending on the strengths 

and accurateness on their answers as some of the candidates did not get all the 

items correct. Extract 1.1 is a sample of good responses. 
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Extract 1.1 

 

Extract 1.1 is a part of responses from a candidate who managed to calculate 

the area covered by Lake Balangida in kilometers; mentioned hill and 

escarpment as types of land scape; identified indicators of climate, such as 

latitude and vegetation cover, identified the correct land uses; and identified 

the grid reference for the position of the fire. 

The candidates who scored from 9 to 14.5 marks had several strengths and 

weaknesses in answering this question. In part (a), some of the candidates 
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managed to identify the correct number of full and half squares but failed to 

follow the procedures of calculating the area covered by the Lake Balangida in 

square kilometers. In part (b), some of them mentioned types of landscapes as 

high land but failed to identify their location on the map; others might have 

been confused by the word depict, hence they provided irrelevant answers, for 

instance one candidate mentioned North part, South part, East part and West 

part. Others wrote crater, mountains, steep slopes and lakes as types of 

landscapes. 

In part (c), some of the candidates provided incorrect types of drainage 

patterns which were not on the mapped area, such as trellis and rectangular 

drainage patterns. Such candidates showed low understanding of types of 

drainage patterns and skills of identifying them on the maps. 

In part (d), some managed to mention three major indicators of climate but 

failed to support their answers with evidences from the map. Others 

misinterpreted the question by mentioning the climatic conditions of an area, 

such as tropical, equatorial and desert climatic conditions. These candidates 

might have been attracted by the term “climate” which appeared on the 

question.  

In part (e), some of them failed to outline the types of soil found on the area. 

For instance some mentioned fertile and infertile soils, some mentioned acidic 

and basic soils, while others mentioned loam, alluvial, intrazonal and azonal 

soils. 

In part (f), some of the candidates mentioned land uses correctly but failed to 

provide supportive evidences while  others failed completely to explain any 

land uses found on the mapped area. 

In part (g), some of them managed to locate the grid references given (position 

of the farmer) but failed to identify the position of the fire, which shows poor 

knowledge and inadequate skills of locating bearing. Others managed to locate 

the position of the farmer by using the given grid references and identified the 

position of the fire but failed to name the physical obstacles which the farmer 

would have faced if he had walked in a straight line to the position of the fire. 

Instead, they mentioned loss of biodiversity which showed that they confused 

the question with the impact of bush fire. 

Most of the candidates who scored from 1 to 8.5 marks failed to understand 

the demand of the question in some of the parts. Some of them answered only 
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few parts of the question correctly and left some parts unanswered. Others 

mixed up relevant and irrelevant answers. For instance, one candidate in part 

(a), managed to get correct number of full squares but failed to get the correct 

number of half squares. He or she was able to derive the formula but failed to 

get the correct answer. In part (b), he/she managed to describe the landscape 

as high and low but without supportive evidences from the map. In part (c), he 

or she wrote river, seasonal swamps and lake as types of drainage pattern 

found on the mapped area. In part (d), he or she identified only one indicator 

of climate as water body such as lake. In part (f), he/she was able to mention 

only two land uses but failed to provide evidences from the mapped area. In 

part (g), he/she failed to identify the correct grid references and suggested 

death and skin cancer as obstacles that the farmer would have faced if he had 

walked in a straight line to the position of the fire. 

The few candidates (0.1%) who scored 0 marks showed lack of knowledge on 

the subject matter. These candidates failed to provide correct answers in all 

parts of the question. 

In part (a), they failed to calculate the area covered by Lake Balangida in 

square kilometers. For instance, one candidate provided incorrect formula 

where he or she wrote: Grid squares × half grid square ÷ 2, hence he or she 

got incorrect answer. In part (b), he/she failed completely to write anything. In 

part (c), he/she wrote the type of drainage pattern as River. In part (d), he/she 

wrote indicator of climate as cold climate. In part (f), he/she wrote the uses of 

land as used for building while in part (g), he/she failed to find the position of 

the fire, and the obstacles that the farmer would have faced if he had walked in 

a straight line to the position of the fire. 

Other candidates provided the following irrelevant responses. For instance, 

one candidate failed to identify the full and half squares, hence he or she got 

12 km
2
 as an answer in part  (a). In part (b), he or she wrote land alienation as 

the type of landscapes. In part (c), he or she wrote river, soil and mountain as 

the type of climate. In part (d), he/she wrote desert, mountain area and river 

as the indicators of climate. In part (e), he or she wrote soil catena as the type 

of soil; in part (f), she or he failed to write anything. In part (g), he or she 

failed to find the correct position of the fire and wrote death, skin cancer, 

defect to production and depression as the obstacle that the farmer would have 

faced if he walks in a straight line to the position of the fire. Extract 1.1 is an 

example of a candidate who performed poorly in this question. 

 



7 
 

Extract 1.2 

 

Extract 1.2 is a response from a candidate who provided irrelevant responses 

to all parts of the question. For example, in part (c), he/she wrote river and 
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seasonal swamps as drainage patterns and in part (d), wrote cold climatic 

condition and large rainfall as major indicators of climate. 

2.1.2 Question 2: Field Research Strategies 

 

This question had two parts, (a) and (b). In part (a), the candidates were 

instructed to: describe six shortcomings of using questionnaires in research 

data collection and in part (b) to analyse advantages and disadvantages of case 

study design. Total marks allocated for this question was 15.  

 

This question was attempted by few candidates (12.8%), and its general 

performance was good since 66.9 percent of the candidates who attempted it 

scored 35 marks and above. Data analysis in this question shows that only 0.3 

percent of the candidates who attempted this question scored 0 mark; 32.8 

percent scored from 1 to 5 marks; 42.4 percent scored from 5.5 to 8.5 marks, 

and 24.5 percent scored from 9 to 15 marks. Figure 2 below illustrates the 

perfomance. 

 

Figure 2: Candidates‟ Perfomance in Question 2. 

Most of the candidates who scored from 9 to 15 marks managed in part (a), to 

give correct meaning of the term questionnaire and correct shortcomings of 

using questionnaires in data collection, such as: it is limited to literate people, 

it is costly the questionnaires may get lost on the way and it is time consuming. 

Moreover, in part (b) they were able to analyse correctly the advantages and 

disadvantages of the case study design. However, variation in their scores 

depended on correctness and clarity of their answers. Extract 2.1 is a sample 

of such good responses. 
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Extract 2.1 

 

Extract 2.1 shows a candidate who was able to describe short comings of 

using questionnaires in research data collection, such as: it is limited to 

literate people; it is costly; time consuming and questionnaires may be lost on 

the way.   
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The candidates who scored from 5.5 to 8.5 marks had some strengths and 

weaknesses in their responses. In part (a), some of them described partially the 

shortcomings of using questionnaires, while others mentioned only few 

shortcomings of using questionnaires in research data collection. In part (b), 

some of the candidates provided few correct advantages and disadvantages of 

the case study design. Therefore, their marks ranged from 5.5 to 8.5. 

 

The candidates who scored from 1 to 5 marks had some weaknesses on their 

answers. For example, in part (a), some of them provided partial definitions of 

the term questionnaire and only few correct shortcomings of questionnaires 

while others provided disadvantages of interview methods in research data 

collection, such as language barrier and difficultness in reaching the 

conclusion instead of shortcomings of using questionnaires in research data 

collection. In part (b), majority of them failed to define the term case study 

design and mixed up relevant and irrelevant advantages and disadvantages of 

the case study design while others provided very few advantages and 

disadvantages of the case study design which lowered their scores.  

 

Moreover, few candidates (0.3%) who scored 0 mark failed completely to 

respond correctly in all parts of the question. Some of them wrote the general 

knowledge or different ideas from the topic of Field Research Strategies. 

Others mentioned importance of conducting research, such as to solve 

problems existing in the society, to develop knowledge and to draw conclusion 

to a certain phenomenon as advantages of using questionnaire in research data 

collection. This might have been contributed by poor knowledge of these 

candidates on the techniques of research data collection. Extract 2.2 is an 

example of a poor response.  
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Extract 2.2 

 

Extract 2.2 represents a candidate who wrote the importance of conducting 

research, such as: to solve problems existing in the society, to develop 

knowledge and to draw conclusion to a certain phenomenon as advantages of 
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using questionnaire in research data collection. In addition he/she wrote 

irrelevant ideas as advantages and disadvantages of case study design. 

2.1.3 Question 3: Simple Survey and Map Making 

 

This question contained two parts, (a) and (b). In part (a), the candidates were 

required   to explain five qualities and three limitations of prismatic compass 

survey, and in part (b), to classify obstacles encountered in chain survey. The 

total marks allocated for this question was 15.  

 

This question was opted by 4.4 percent of the candidates of which: few 

candidates, 0.2 percent, scored 0 mark; 17.1 percent scored from 1 to 5 marks; 

37.2 percent scored from 5.5 to 8.5 marks and 45.5 percent scored from 9 to 

15 marks. The above data shows that the general performance in this question 

was good since 82.7 percent of the candidates scored 35 marks and above 

(from 5.5 to 15 marks). Figure 3 below illustrates performance in this 

question. 

 

Figure 3: Trend of Candidates‟ Perfomance in Question 3. 

The candidates who scored from 9 to 15 marks managed to provide correct 

definition,  correct explanations of qualities and limitations of prismatic 
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compass survey in part (a). For example, one candidate wrote: it is a rapid 

method in the field, can be used with other methods of survey, enables the 

surveyor to check back the observation on the bearing compass, helps to 

reduce an accumulative errors and distance and near objects can be pin 

pointed as qualities of prismatic compass survey. In part (b), they were able to 

classify obstacles encountered in chain survey that are obstacles that hinder 

chaining but not vision, obstacles which hinder both chaining and vision and 

obstacles which hinders chaining but not vision. Extract 3.1 below is a sample 

of good responses.  

Extract 3.1 
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Extract 3.2 represent a candidate who managed to provide qualities and 

limitations of prismatic compass survey as well as obstacles encountered in 

chain survey, such as obstacles that hinder chaining but not vision, obstacles 

which hinder both chaining and vision and obstacles which hinders chaining 

but not vision. 

The candidates who scored from 5.5 to 8.5 marks showed some strengths and 

weaknesses in their responses. In part (a), some of them managed to provide 

correct definition, few qualities as well as limitations of prismatic compass 

survey. Others had partial explanation of qualities and limitations of prismatic 

compass survey. In part (b), they failed to classify obstacles encountered in 

chain survey.  

The candidates who scored from 1 to 5 marks had some variations in their 

responses. For instances, in part (a), some of the candidates provided 

irrelevant responses. For instance, one candidate wrote: the use of compass, 

few people can conduct it and measuring angles. On other hand, they provided 

partial limitations of prismatic compass survey. 

In part (b), some of the candidates were not able to classify all obstacles 

encountered during chaining processes. Majority of them mixed up relevant 

and irrelevant points and their explanation were very partial. Moreover, the 

candidates who scored 0 mark lacked knowledge on the subject matter thus, 
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were not able to provide relevant answers in this question. Extract 3.2 is a 

sample of poor responses. 

Extract 3.2 

 

Extract 3.2 is a response from a candidate who mixed up different ideas 

found in survey instead of giving qualities and limitations of prismatic 
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compass survey in part (a). In part (b), he/she defined chain survey instead of 

classifying obstacles encountered in chain survey. 

2.1.4 Question 4: Photograph Interpretation 

 

This question instructed the candidates to study carefully the given photograph 

and then to: (a) name the type of photograph, (b) explain three basic 

techniques for interpreting the type of photograph named in (a) above, (c) 

identify the major economic activity that might be taking place in the area, (d) 

describe four factors that favour the development of the major economic 

activity in (c) above, (e) briefly describe the natural causes of loss of 

biodiversity in the area, (f) describe parts of the given photograph with 

supportive evidences from the photograph and (g) name three possible places 

in Tanzania where the photograph might have been taken. The total marks 

allocated for this question was 15. 

 

This question was attempted by majority of the candidates (82.7%) and its 

general performance was good since 93.7 percent scored 35 marks and above. 

Data analysis on the performance of candidates in this question shows that 

majority of the candidates (62.8 percent) scored from 9 to 15 marks; 30.9 

percent scored from 5.5 to 8.5 marks and 6.3 percent scored from 0 to 5 

marks. Figure 4 below illustrates performance in this question. 

 

Figure 3: Candidates‟ Perfomance in Question 4. 

The candidates who scored from 9 to 15 marks were able to provide correct 

responses. In part (a), they were able to name the correct type of photograph as 



17 
 

ground level or low oblique. In part (b), they managed to explain three basic 

techniques for interpreting the ground level photographs such as: studying the 

parts of the photograph and making a note of all important features shown, 

reading the caption and look up the position of the feature, drawing a tracing 

diagram of the photograph as well as writing description of the features 

shown. In part (c), they identified the major economic activity that might take 

place in the area as tourism. 

 In part (d), they managed to describe four factors that favour development of 

tourism such as: good climatic conditions; presence of historical sites; 

presence of recreation resort; availability of capital; presence of advanced 

transport and communication infrastructure; availability of social services; 

political stability and supportive government policy. 

In part (e), they described correctly the natural causes of loss of bio diversity 

in the area like drought; floods; pest and diseases; global warming; volcanic 

eruption; earth quake; lighting and mass wasting. 

In part (f), they were able to describe the parts of photographs with supportive 

evidences from the photograph, such as the fore ground being occupied by 

grasses and animals; the middle part being occupied by scattered trees and 

the back part being occupied by the forest. 

In part (g), they managed to name three possible places in Tanzania where the 

photograph might have been taken like Selou Game Reserve, Mikumi, 

Ngorongoro, Serengeti, Manyara, Katavi and Ruaha National parks.  

However, some of the parts which challenged some of the candidates in this 

group thus hindered them to score full marks (25) were (b) and (e). 

The candidates who scored from 5.5 to 8.5 marks managed to answer this 

question relatively well in some parts. In part (a), the candidates were able to 

name the correct type of photograph as ground level or low oblique. 

In part (b), some of the candidates mixed up correct and incorrect basic 

techniques for interpreting ground photograph. Some explained characteristics 

of ground level photograph; while others explained techniques for interpreting 

vertical aerial photograph, such as size, colour, tone and shadow. Others failed 

to list the techniques to be observed in systematic manner, these candidates 

lacked practical orientation skills on basic techniques for photograph 

interpretation.  



18 
 

In part (c), majority of the candidates managed to identify correctly major 

economic activity that might take place in the area. In part (d), they managed 

to explain the correct factors which favoured the development of tourism 

activity. 

In part (e), some of the candidates mixed up natural and human induced 

factors for the loss of biodiversity. In part (f), some of the candidates managed 

to describe parts of the photograph but failed to provide evidences to support 

their answers. Some misconceived the question, thus they wrote the part of the 

photograph is the national park and game reserve due to the presence of wild 

animals like zebra, due to the presence of grasses and forest. In part (g), 

majority of candidates managed to mention the three possible places where the 

photograph might have been taken, such as Mikumi, Ngorongoro and 

Serengeti National Parks. 

The candidates who scored from 1 to 5 marks had some weaknesses in their 

responses. In part (a), some of the candidates were able to name the correct 

type of photograph as ground level or low oblique while others gave incorrect 

type of photograph, such as high oblique photograph. 

In part (b), majority of the candidates were not able to explain three basic 

techniques for interpreting  ground level photograph instead they explained the 

characteristics of ground level photograph, such as: front part of the 

photograph is  shown clearly, the scale decreases from fore to back ground as 

well as the back objects are hidden on the photograph. Others wrote that, it is 

taken when the focal land axis is near the ground, shows only the front view 

and its scale decreases from the position of the camera man instead of 

explaining the basic techniques for ground photograph interpretation. 

In part (c), majority of these candidates managed to identify the major 

economic activity that might take place in the area while few candidates 

provided incorrect responses, such as agriculture and lumbering. In part (d), 

some of them explained few correct factors which favoured the development 

of tourism activity while others were not able to describe any factor. 

In part (e), majority of them failed to describe any natural causes of loss of 

biodiversity. Others described human factors like deforestation, migration, 

corruption, poaching and bush fallowing. Other candidates provided human 

induced factors for the loss of biodiversity, such as cutting the trees and 

excessive hunting instead of the natural causes. Their failure might have been 
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caused by the lack of analytical skills on causes of loss of biodiversity; hence 

they failed to differentiate between natural and human induced factors. 

In part (f), majority of the candidates managed to describe parts of the 

photograph but failed to provide evidences to support their answers. In part 

(g), some of them managed to mention three possible places where the 

photograph might have been taken while few candidates mentioned names of 

the regions like Morogoro, Arusha and Mara instead of giving specific 

National Parks and Game Reserves. 

 

Section B: Physical Geography 

2.1.5 Question 5: Water Masses 

This question required the candidates to explain eight factors responsible for 

the occurrence of river regime. The total marks allocated for this question was 

20. 

The majority of the candidates (97.1%) opted for this question and their 

general performance was good as 98.4 percent scored 35 marks and above 

(from 7 to 20 marks). Furthermore, data analysis in this question shows that 

few candidates (0.2 %) scored 0 mark; 1.4 percent scored from 1 to 6 marks; 

13.9 percent scored from 7 to 11.5 marks and majority of the candidates 

(84.5%) scored from 12 to 20 marks. Figure 5 below illustrates performance in 

this question. 
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Figure 5: Trend of Candidates‟ Perfomance in Question 5. 

The candidates who scored from 12 to 20 marks, managed to provide relevant 

introduction and conclusion as well as correct explanations on the factors 

responsible for the occurrence of river regime, such as: temperature, nature of 

the underlying rocks, relief, vegetation cover, presence of feeder streams or 

tributaries, size of the river basin and human activities. The observed good 

performance was triggered by sufficient knowledge on the subject matter, 

proficiency in English language and real life experience on river systems 

possessed by the candidates. The variation in their scores was influenced by 

the strength and clarity of their explanations. Extract 5.1 is a sample of such 

good responses. 
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Extract 5.1 
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In Extract 5.1, the candidate abided by the question by providing relevant 

introduction, correct factors responsible for the occurrence of river regime, 
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such as nature of the rock, relief, climate, river capture, presence of feeder 

streams, vegetation and human activities. 

The candidates who scored from 7 to 11.5 marks had several strengths and 

some few weaknesses on their responses. Some provided relevant introduction 

and conclusion but explained partially their points. Others managed to provide 

relevant introduction, few correct points and some incorrect points, such as: 

isostatic processes, eustatic processes, living organisms, nature of saturated 

materials and amount of deposited waste product materials.  

However, the candidates who scored from 1 to 6 marks had several 

weaknesses on their responses. Some of them provided partial introduction, 

mixed up correct and incorrect factors, such as nature of the soil, position of 

water and soil erosion. They also provided weak conclusion by just 

reproducing the points explained on their main body. Others managed to 

provide relevant introduction, but their explanations were very partial, and 

they also failed to provide good conclusion. The majority of candidates in this 

category had partial understanding on the concept of river regime. Few 

candidates (0.2%) scored 0 marks as they failed completely to provide relevant 

introduction, factors responsible for the occurrence of river regime as well as 

irrelevant conclusion. Some of their wrong answers were oxbow lakes, 

drainage pattern, soil water, erosion, earthquake and weathering process.  

 

2.1.6 Question 6: The Dynamic Earth and Consequence 

 

This question required the candidates to analyse causes of plate‟s movements 

of the lithosphere. Total marks allocated to this question were 20. 

This question was opted by 83 percent of the candidates, of which 12 percent 

scored from 0 to 6.5 marks; 43.8 percent scored from 7 to 11.5 marks and 44.2 

percent scored from 12 to 20 marks. The general performance in this question 

was good since 88 percent of the candidates who attempted this question 

scored 35 marks and above (from 7 to 20 marks). Figure 6 gives illustration. 
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Figure 6: Trend of Candidates‟ Perfomance in Question 6. 

The candidates who scored from 12 to 20 marks managed to answer this 

question relatively well. They provided relevant introduction, correct causes of 

plate‟s movement with well labeled diagrams, as well as strong conclusion. 

These candidates showed high level of understanding the subject matter. 

Furthermore, they had good drawing skills and proficiency in English 

language.  Some of the responses provided by the candidates were: mantle 

convection, formation of new crust, cooling and sinking of lava, topography and 

angle of elevated material.  However, their marks varied due to the strengths on 

their responses. Extract 6.1 is a sample of a candidate who answered this 

question relatively well. 
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Extract 6.1 
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Extract 6.1 represent a candidate who managed to provide relevant causes of 

plates movements, such as mantle convection, formation of new crust, 

cooling and sinking of lava, topography and angle of elevated material with 

supportive diagrams, as well as relevant conclusion. 
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The candidates who scored from 7 to 11.5 marks managed to answer well 

some parts of this question. Some provided partial introduction and irrelevant 

conclusion while in the main body managed to provide correct causes and few 

relevant diagrams. Others provided partial introduction, few correct points 

with relevant diagrams and managed to draw relevant conclusion. Others 

managed to provide relevant introduction and conclusion, few correct points 

without any supportive diagrams. 

However, the candidates who scored from 1 to 6.5 marks had inadequate 

knowledge on the subject matter. Some provided the proper definition of 

lithosphere, partial explanations of the causes of plate‟s movement and failed 

to provide clear supportive diagrams. Others failed to provide relevant 

introduction and conclusion but managed to provide few correct causes of 

plate‟s movement exhaustively without diagrams. Some misconceived the 

question instead of writing the causes of plate movement they wrote minor 

causes of earthquakes like: underground nuclear bomb testing, falling of 

heavy objects from the space, construction of large water reservoirs, heavy 

quarrying and blasting; and improper construction of large buildings. 

Finally, the few candidates (0.5%) who scored a 0 mark failed to understand 

the demand of the question. They provided irrelevant introduction and 

conclusion. They also failed to analyse the causes of the plate‟s movements of 

the lithosphere, instead some wrote the types of plate movements, such as 

convergence, divergence and shear movements. Others wrote the internal and 

external forces and their resultant features, such as faulting, folding, plateau, 

rift valley and basin. Extract 6.2 is a sample of irrelevant responses. 
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Extract 6.2 

 

Extract 6.2 indicates a candidate who wrote minor causes of earthquakes such 

as construction of large water reservoirs, falling of heavy objects, underground 

nuclear bomb testing and heavy querying and blasting instead of causes of 

plate‟s movement of lisosphere. 
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2.1.7 Question 7: Space Dynamics 

 

This question instructed the candidates to describe five meteological and 

edaphic effects on globe vegetation variations. Total marks allocated for this 

question was 20.  

This question was attempted by few candidates (13.7%), whereby 4.7 percent 

scored 0 mark; 38 percent scored from 1 to 6.5 marks; 35.8 percent scored 

from 7 to 11.5 marks and 21.5 percent scored from 12 to 19.5 marks. The 

general performance in this question was average since 57.3 percent of the 

candidates scored 35 marks and above (from 7 to 20 marks). Figure 7 below 

gives illustration. 

 

Figure 7: Candidates‟ Perfomance in Question 7. 

The candidates who scored from 12 to 19.5 marks had good understanding of 

the topic from which this question was derived. They managed to provide 

relevant introduction and clearly explained meteological and edaphic effects 

on global vegetation variations, such as: temperature, rainfall, wind, sunshine, 

humidity, soil texture, soil structure, soil water, soil colour, soil thickness and 

pore spaces. These candidates also managed to write relevant conclusion. 

Moreover, most of the candidates in this group had good English language 

skills which enabled them to write good arguments. However, some of them 

were able to write correct answers on edaphic factors only, while others wrote 

meteological factors only. This situation rendered them not to score higher 

marks. Extract 7.1 below is a sample of good responses.                                                                               
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Extract 7.1 
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Extract 7.1 indicates a candidate who answered this question relatively well. He/she 

managed to provide relevant introduction, well explained meteological and edaphic 

effects on global vegetation variation and relevant conclusion. 
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Furthermore, the candidates who scored from 7 to 11.5 marks had some 

strengths and weaknesses in their responses. Some provided relevant 

introduction but explained their points partially. Others provided partial 

introduction, few relevant effects and some irrelevant effects, such as drainage 

and altitude.  

On the other hand, the candidates who scored from 1 to 6.5 marks had several 

weaknesses in their responses. Some of these candidates provided irrelevant 

introduction and they mixed up relevant and irrelevant effects on global 

vegetation variations, such as human activity, volcanic activity, land pollution, 

global warming and occurrence of acidic rain, desertification, and loss of 

biodiversity and living organisms. Others provided relevant introduction but 

failed to provide good explanations on their points and were not able to draw a 

relevant conclusion. 

Moreover, the candidates who scored 0 mark, failed completely to understand 

the demand of the question and were not able to provide relevant introduction 

and conclusion. Some of these candidates did not describe any meteological or 

edaphic effects on global vegetation variations. Others misconceived the 

question by referring to the effects of global warming, such as: loss of 

biodiversity, loss of life, drought, increase of temperature and diseases. 

Extract 7.2 below is a sample of candidates with such wrong responses. 
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Extract 7.2 

 

Extract 7.2 shows a candidate‟s responses who described causes and effects of global 

warming instead of meteological and edaphic effects on global vegetation variation. 
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2.1.8 Question 8: Space Dynamics  

 

In this question the candidates were required to examine eight adoptive 

features of plants to desert hostile environment. The total marks allocated for 

this question were 20. 

This question was attempted by 61.9 percent of the candidates. Among them, 

0.3 percent scored 0 mark;  8 percent scored from 1 to 6.5 marks; 46.8 percent 

scored from 7 to 11.5 marks and 44.9 percent scored from 12 to 20 marks. The 

general performance of the candidates in this question is good as 91.7 percent 

scored 35 marks and above (7 to 20 marks). Figure 8 below gives illustration. 

 

Figure 8: Candidates‟ Perfomance in Question 8. 

The candidates who scored from 12 to 20 marks had sufficient knowledge of 

the subject matter. These candidates provided relevant introduction and 

explained well adaptive features of plants to desert hostile environment; such 

as: long roots, development of special storage organs; deciduous in nature; 

special leaves which limit the rate of transpiration; some plants produce 

dormant seeds; sparse distribution of plants and some plants have thorns to 

protect them from dangerous animals. Moreover they managed to provide 

relevant conclusion. However, the variations on their scores were determined 

by the strengths of their explanations. Extract 8.1 is a sample of relevant 

responses on this question. 
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Extract 8.1 
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Extract 8.1 shows responses from a script of a candidate who managed to 

examine adaptive features of plants to desert hostile environment, such as 
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deciduous plant, long roots, root tubes, sparsely located plants, ephemeral 

plants, thick barks and sunken stomata. 

On the other hand, the candidates who scored from 7 to 11.5 marks tried to 

answer this question well although there were some weaknesses in their 

responses. Some of them managed to provide relevant introduction as well as 

relevant point but failed to provide relevant conclusion. Others provided 

correct points but with partial explanation and weak conclusions. 

The candidates who scored from 1 to 6.5 marks had several weaknesses on 

answering this question. For example, some managed to provide correct 

introduction, mixed the correct points with incorrect ones. Some of incorrect 

points were: thick leaves, being small in body, low stomata and thick branches 

of trees. Moreover, their conclusion was very partial. Others were able to write 

correct introduction but provided irrelevant answers and conclusion which 

rendered them to score the lowest marks. 

The candidates who scored 0 mark provided irrelevant responses contrary to 

the requirement of the question. Some of them responded on the factors which 

lead to desertification, others responded on the types of desert surfaces while 

others provided incorrect adoptive features. For example, one candidate wrote: 

acidic rainfall, burning of plants, monoculture and overgrazing instead of 

adaptive features of plants to desert hostile environment. Moreover, most of 

the candidates in this group were not able to express themselves in English 

language. Extract 8.2 is a sample of poor responses on this question. 
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Extract 8.2 

 

In Extract 8.2, a candidate described the factors that lead to desertification, 

such as acidic rainfall, burning of plants, monoculture and overgrazing 

instead of adaptive features of plants to desert hostile environment. 
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2.1.9 Question 9: The Dynamic Earth and Consequence  

 

This question required the candidates to describe volcanoes according to their 

mode of formation. The total marks allocated for this question were 20. 

This question was opted for by 42.9 percent of all the candidates, of which few 

candidates (2%) scored 0 mark; 22.9 percent scored from 1 to 6.5 marks, 38.5 

percent scored from 7 to 11.5 marks and 36.6 percent scored from 12 to 20 

marks. The general performance in this question was good since 75.1 percent 

of the candidates scored 35 marks and above. Figure 9 below illustrates 

performance in this question. 

 

Figure 9: Candidates‟ Perfomance in Question 9. 

Furthermore, the candidates who scored from 12 to 20 marks were able to 

describe volcanoes according to their mode of formation and provided well 

labeled diagrams to support their explanations.  Moreover, most of the 

candidates in this group had good English language skills which enabled them 

to write good arguments and good drawing skills. Some of the relevant 

responses provided by candidates were: lava dome, shield volcano, composite 

volcano, caldera and ash and cinder cone. Extract 9.1 below is a sample of 

such relevant responses.  
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 Extract 9.1 
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Extract 9.1 indicate a candidate who was able to describe volcanoes 

according to their mode formation, such as lava dome, shield volcano, 

composite volcano and ash, and cinder cone. 

 

The candidates who scored from 7 to 11.5 marks had strengths and some 

weaknesses on their responses. Some managed to provide relevant 

introduction but had partial explanations and poor diagrams. This might have 

been caused by poor drawing skills on specific diagrams of volcanoes. Some 

mixed up the intrusive and extrusive volcanic features.  

Finally, the candidates who scored from 1 to 6.5 marks had partial 

understanding on the concept of volcanism, especially on the types of 

volcanoes according to their mode of formation. Some of them provided 

relevant introduction but failed to provide relevant types of volcanoes hence 

they mixed up the correct and incorrect ones. Others provided intrusive 

volcanic features, such as sill, dyke, batholith, laccolith and lopolith. In 
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addition, they provided classification of intrusive igneous rocks, such as 

hypabyssal and plutonic volcanoes. A good number of candidates also 

provided types of volcanoes according to their activities, such as active, 

dormant and extinct volcanoes, which enabled them to score 01 mark only. 

Others explained different classification of volcanoes according to the 

different variables. For example, one candidate wrote: chemical composition 

(i.e. acidic and basic volcanoes) and nature of eruption (i.e. Peaceful and 

violent eruption volcanoes). The variations on their responses were determined 

by partial understanding of the classification of volcanic features. Extract 9.2 

below is a sample of poor responses. 

 

  Extract 9.2 
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Extract 9.2 represents a candidate who managed to give correct definition of 

volcanoes but described intrusive volcanic features instead of volcanoes 

according to their mode of formation. 
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2.2 PART II: 113/2 GEOGRAPHY PAPER TWO  

SECTION A: Population and Development 

2.2.1 Question 1: Population and Development 

 

This question instructed the candidates to provide eight points accounting for 

high fertility rate in Tanzania. It was one of the questions with high frequency 

since 33,306 (90.5%) opted for it. The general performance in this question 

was also good since 57.2 percent scored from 12 to 19 marks; 39.7 percent 

scored from 7 to 11.5 marks and 3.1 percent scored from 0 to 6 marks. Total 

marks allocated for this question was 20. This data indicates that the 

performance of candidates in this question was good as 96.9 percent of the 

candidates scored 35 marks and above as illustrated in Figure1 below.  

 

  Figure 1: A Trend of the Candidates‟ Performance in Question 1. 

The candidates who scored from 12 to 19 were able to understand the demand 

of the question. They had good knowledge on the subject matter and good 

writing skills since they were able to organize their responses in a logical 

manner. They also managed to provide eight points accounting for high 

fertility rate in Tanzania, such as: improvement in food production, early 

marriage, religious beliefs, economic factors, low level of female education, 

cultural aspects, poor government support, poor family planning and 

improved health facilities. The variations of their scores were determined by 
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the strengths and correctness of their explanations. Extract 1.1 illustrates a 

sample of the candidate who performed well. 

   Extract 1.1 
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Extract 1.1 represents a candidate who managed to give reasons for high 

fertility rate in Tanzania, such as: low implementation of family planning 

education, availability of food, modernization, improvement of social 

services, religious influence and cultural aspects. 
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The candidates who scored from 7 to 11.5 marks had some strengths and 

weaknesses in their responses. Some mixed relevant and irrelevant points, for 

example one candidates wrote high mortality rate, migration, preventive 

checks and political stability as the reasons for high fertility in Tanzania, 

which is not correct. Others repeated the same points by presenting them in 

other words, for instances early marriage and forced marriage, poor method 

of preventing pregnancies and poor family planning programs. On the other 

hand, majority of them provided partial explanation in their points which 

adversely affected their performance by scoring not more than 11.5 marks. 

Furthermore, the candidates who scored from 0.5 to 6.5 marks were able to 

attempt the question partially by providing correct and incorrect points. They 

combined together factors for high fertility rate with the impact of high 

fertility rate. For example, one candidate pointed out: increase of labour force, 

early marriage, increase population, increase in food production, utilization 

of resources, environmental degradation and rapid population growth. 

However, those few correct points provided were partially explained which 

enabled them to score not more than 6.5 marks.  

On the other hand, there were very few candidates (0.1%) who scored 0 mark. 

These candidates failed to understand the demands of the question. Instead of 

providing factors for high fertility rate in Tanzania, some of them provided 

causes of high mortality rate in Tanzania. For example, one candidate pointed 

out: poor maternal health care, remoteness of the areas, poor transport and 

communication, ignorance, poverty, low level of science and technology and 

local ideologies as well as early pregnancies. Others provided measures of 

controling high fertility rate in Tanzania, such as: the use family planning 

programs, provision of child and health care education, using of vasectomy, 

provision of better education to women and discouraging early marriages.  

Extract 1.2 illustrates this. 
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Extract 1.2 

 

In Extract 1.2, a candidate explained reasons for high mortality rate instead of 

accounting for high fertility rate in Tanzania. 
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2.2.2 Question 2: Population and Development 

 

This question instructed the candidate to examine four benefits and four 

problems of „one child policy‟ in China. It was opted for by 10,943 (29.7%) of 

all candidates of which 54.3 percent scored from 7 to 11.5 marks; 30.9 percent 

scored from 12 to 19 marks and 14.8 percent scored from 0 to 6.5 marks. Total 

marks allocated for this question was 20. This data indicates that the 

performance of candidates in this question was good as 85.2 percent of the 

candidates scored 35 marks and above (from 7 to 19 marks) as illustrated in 

Figure 2.  

54.3%

14.8%

30.9%  0 - 6.5

 7 - 11.5

 12 - 19

 

Figure 2: A Trend of the Candidates‟ Performance in Question 2. 

The candidates who scored from 12 to 19 marks managed to answer this 

question relatively well. This is probably because of adequate knowledge on 

the topic from which the question was derived. These candidates managed to 

examine benefits and problems of one child policy in China. For example, one 

candidate cited: environmental conservation, increase in standard of living as 

benefits, ageing population, sex imbalance and violation of human rights as 

problems of the policy. Extract 2.1 is a sample of a good response in this 

question. 

 

 

 

 

Scores 
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Extract 2.1 
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Extract 2.1 indicates a candidate who was able to examine benefits and 

problems of one child policy such as: environmental conservation, increase in 

standard of living as benefits, ageing population, sex imbalance and violation 

of human rights as problems of the policy. 

 

On the other hand, the candidates who scored from 7 to 11.5 marks had 

inadequate knowledge of the subject matter. They failed to focus on the 

demands of the question, consequently they provided fewer points. Others 

were able to attempt well on some parts of the question. They were not able to 

meet exactly what the question demanded. Some of these mentioned only 

three to four correct points on benefits, such as: reduced pressure on land, 
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improvement in life standard of the people and two on problems of one child 

policy, such as it accelerates gender imbalance, increased aged population. 

Others were able to mention a reasonable number of points as the question 

demanded them but provided partial explanation on each point. Some points 

were: reduced fertility rate, improvement of social services, reduced rate of 

over population, as a result their scores ranged from 7 to 11.5 marks.  

The candidates who scored from 1 to 6.5 marks were able to attempt the 

question partially by providing correct and incorrect points. For example, one 

candidate pointed out that it stimulates science and technology, decreased 

number of people and poor implementation of the policy. Majority of them 

showed poor understanding of the subject matter since some of them mixed up 

relevant and irrelevant responses. Furthermore, these candidates had poor 

mastery of English language as they failed to express themselves. Some of 

them responded only on the benefits of „one child policy‟ in China without 

explaining the problems as the question instructed them. Others explained 

only few points with partial explanation which enabled them to score not more 

than 6.5 marks.  

On the other hand, six candidates scored zero mark. Some of these candidates 

failed to understand the demand of the question, others had poor knowledge of 

the one child policy in China while most of them had poor organization skills. 

For example, one candidate gave incorrect responses, such as: abortion 

becomes compulsory, marriage was set and glory certification introduced as 

benefits of „one child‟ policy in China. Also the candidates wrote poor policy 

implementation and resistance from the rural as the problems of one child 

policy in China. Extract 2.2 is a sample of poor responses. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



55 
 

Extract 2.2 

 

Extract 2.2 represents a candidate who failed to meet the demand of the 

question by providing irrelevant points. 
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2.2.3 Question 3: Population and Development 

 

This question instructed the candidates to discuss eight impact of rapid 

population growth to the environment. It was opted for by 29,335 (79.7%) of 

all candidates of which 49.6 percent scored from 12 to 20 marks; 40.0 percent 

scored from 7 to 11.5 marks and 10.4 percent scored from 0 to 6.5 marks. 

Total marks allocated for this question was 20. This data indicates that the 

performance of candidates in this question was good as 89.6 percent of the 

candidates scored 35 marks and above as illustrated in Figure 3 below. 

 

Figure 3: Trend of the Candidates‟ Performance in Question 3. 

The candidates who scored from 12 to 20 marks had sufficient knowledge on 

the population issues. These candidates were able to provide relevant and good 

arguments with supportive examples. For example, one candidate pointed out: 

exhaustion of natural resources, increase of environmental pollution, land 

degradation, global warming, destruction of water catchment area, eruption 

and spread of diseases, deforestation, poor social services, loss of biodiversity 

and deterioration of aquatic resources. Such good responses showed that 

these candidates had the ability to transfer classroom knowledge from the 

topic and relate it with daily real life situation of rapid population growth on 

their environment. Extract 3.1 is a sample of such good responses. 
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Extract 3.1 
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Extract 3.1 represents a candidate who managed to give 8 impact of rapid 

population growth to the environment, such as exhaustion of natural 

resources, increase in environmental pollution, global warming, destruction 

of water catchment areas, land degradation, soil erosion, deforestation and 

eruption of diseases.  
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The candidates who scored from 7 to 11.5 marks had showed average 

understanding of the population issues. Some were able to point out the impact 

of rapid population growth but provided partial connection with the 

environment as a result they were not able to score above 11.5 marks. Others 

provided few correct impact of rapid population growth which could not 

enable them to meet the desired number of points demanded by the question. 

Most of the candidates in this group had good organization of their responses 

by having a clear start and good end of the question which helped them to add 

value in their responses. 

The candidates who scored from 1 to 6.5 marks had insufficient knowledge on 

population issue. Most of their scores were obtained from a good start or good 

ending of the question which enables them to score from one to three marks. 

However, others mixed up relevant and irrelevant points, for instance one 

candidate mixed up the following points with some correct points, such as: 

migration, global warming, urbanization, environmental pollution, high 

dependency economy, soil erosion and improvement of social services. With 

such responses their scores never exceeded 6.5 marks. 

The candidates who scored 0 mark failed completely to understand the 

demand of the question and also had poor knowledge of English language and 

poor organization skills as they failed to write correct grammar. Some of the 

candidates explained the social and economical problems caused by rapid 

population growth. For example, one candidate explained: shortage of food, 

increase of social crime, inadequate social services, and unemployment. 

Others provided the importance of population growth, such as: growth of 

industries, promote development in science and technology, growth of towns, 

and availability of labour force. Extract 3.2 is a sample of such poor 

responses. 
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 Extract 3.2 

 

Extract 3.2 indicates a candidate who wrote the social and economic impact 

of rapid population growth instead of impact of population growth to the 

environment. 
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Section B: Regional Focal Studies 

2.2.4 Question 4: Transport and Communication 

 

This question instructed the candidates to analyse eight problems facing 

transport and communication sector in Tanzania. It was one of the questions 

with high frequency since 33,040 (89.8%) of all candidates opted for it, of 

which 49.0 percent scored from 12 to 20 marks; 43.7 percent scored from 7 to 

11.5 marks and 7.3 percent scored from 0 to 6.5 marks. Total marks allocated 

for this question was 20. This data indicates that the performance of 

candidates in this question was good as 92.7 percent of the candidates scored 

35 marks and above as illustrates in Figure 4 below.  

 

Figure 4: A Trend of the Candidates‟ Performance in Question 4. 

The candidates who scored from 12 to 20 marks were able to provide relevant 

facts on problems facing transport and communication sector in Tanzania. For 

example, one candidate wrote: low capital, remoteness, climatic condition, 

physical barrier like mountains, repairing cost, low level in science and 

technology, traffic congestion, language barrier as well as overloading of 

trucks and vehicles which damage the infrastructure. Good performance of 

candidates in this question was probably attributed to the facts that they use 

transport and communication in their daily life, therefore it was easy for them 

to analyse the problems facing this sector.  Extract 4.1 below is a sample of 

such good responses. 
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Extract 4.1 
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Extract 4.1 indicates a candidate who managed to analyse problems facing 

transport and communication sector in Tanzania, such as: low level of capital 

invested, cost, climatic conditions, physical barriers and low level of science 

and technologies.  
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Furthermore, the candidates who scored from 7 to 11.5 marks managed to 

meet partly the demand of the question. Some managed to have good 

organization of their responses by having good start and good end mark of the 

question. Others pointed few correct points with partial explanations or wrong 

explanation. For example, one candidate wrote: Lack of funds, climatic 

conditions, political conflicts, relief, and poor infrastructures.  

On the other hand, the candidates who scored from 1 to 6.5 marks provided 

only relative introduction and conclusion which covered one to three marks. 

However, in the main body which carried more weight, some of the candidates 

mixed up relevant and irrelevant points on the problems facing transport and 

communication sector. For example, one candidate wrote: frequent occurrence 

of accidents, absent of skilled labour, lack of enough raw materials, 

corruption by traffics, low enforcement of the laws, occurrence of earth 

quakes and high tax. Others analysed factors hindering development of 

transport and communication sector in Tanzania, such as: poor infrastructure, 

unskilled labour, poor government support, accidents and poor power supply. 

Some wrote poor infrastructures, scarcity of travelling vessels, low market, 

and ignorance. Extract 4.2 is a sample of such responses. 
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  Extract 4.2 
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Extract 4.2 indicates a candidate who mixed relevant and irrelevant points in 

explaining problems facing transport and communication sector in Tanzania. 
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2.2.5 Question 5: Sustainable Use of Forestry 

 

This question instructed the candidates to justify with six points the statement 

that “Timber industry and environmental conservation are incompatible”. Few 

candidates (27%) opted for this question but their performance was good as 

the majority of the candidates (68.2%) scored from 12 to 20 marks; 28.1 

percent scored from 7 to 11.5 marks and 3.7 percent scored from 0 to 6.5 

marks. This data indicates that the performance of candidates in this question 

was good as 96.3 percent of the candidates scored 35 marks and above (7 to 20 

marks) as illustrated in Figure 5 below.  

 

Figure 5: A Trend of the Candidates‟ Performance in Question 5. 

The candidates who scored from 12 to 20 marks showed high understanding of 

the question since they were able to meet the demands of the question. These 

candidates showed high ability of transferring the knowledge gained in class 

into the real life situation. They had good framework and organization of their 

responses from the introductory part of the question to the end point; they 

clearly showed the effects of timber industry on the environment, such as: 

acceleration of soil erosion, destruction of water catchment areas, loss of 

biodiversity, drought and desertification and emission of toxic gases. 

Furthermore, they provided relevant conclusion. However, the clarity and 

relevance of their explanations caused variation of their scores from 12 to 20 

marks. Extract 5.1 is a sample of one of the good responses. 
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Extract 5.1 
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Extract 5.1 represents a candidate who was able to justify clearly that timber 

industry and environmental conservation are incompatible. 

Furthermore, the candidates who scored from 7 to 11.5 marks scored this 

question moderately. Some provide relevant introduction and conclusion as 

well as correct points but with partial explanations. Others fragmented some 

points into several points with the same meaning, for example drought and 

desertification, environmental degradation and soil erosion, destruction of 

ozone layer and air pollution. 

The candidates who scored from 1 to 6.5 marks had several weaknesses in 

their responses. Some of them managed only to provide relevant introduction 
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and conclusion but their justifications based on the factors for the development 

of timber industry. Some provided partial introduction and conclusion and 

explained problems hindering the development of timber industry. Some of 

the points were: overutilization of environmental resources, loss of 

biodiversity, soil erosion, and acidic rain. 

On the other hand, the candidates who scored 0 mark were not able to justify 

how timber industry and environmental conservation are incompatible thus 

they provided irrelevant responses, for instance one candidate provided 

importance of timber industry, such as: promotion of employment 

opportunities, income generation to individual and government, provision of 

foreign currency and development of other sectors. Some of them provided the 

importance of forestry resources which are: promoting sustainable use of 

resources, promoting climatic conditions, help to protect drought, help to 

preserve biodiversity and promotion of better climatic conditions. Others 

provided factors for the development of timber industry, such as: availability 

of capital, improved infrastructures, availability of market, good government 

support, and presence of land as well as good climatic condition. Extract 5.2 is 

a sample of candidate‟s poor responses. 
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  Extract 5.2 

 
Extract 5.2 is one part of a response from a candidate who explained 

problems facing timber industry instead of the problems of timber industry on 

the environment.  
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2.2.6 Question 6: Agricultural Development 

 

This question instructed the candidates to justify with six points how 

agricultural sector is the backbone of Tanzania‟s economy. This was the most 

attempted question as 35,365 (96.1%) of all the candidates opted for it and 

their performance was good as 79.3 percent scored from 12 to 20 marks; 19.1 

percent scored from 7 to 11.5 marks and 1.6 percent scored from 0 to 6.5 

marks. Total marks allocated for this question was 20. These data indicate that 

the performance of candidates in this question was good as 98.4% of the 

candidates scored 35 marks and above as illustrates in Figure 6 below.  

 

Figure 6: A Trend of the Candidates‟ Performance in Question 6. 

The candidates who scored from 12 to 20 marks had good organization of 

their answers with most of the candidates focusing on the importance of 

agricultural sector. For example, one candidate argued that: it provides 

employment opportunities, source of food to human and animals, provision of 

raw materials for industrial production, promoting international trade, 

income generation for the government and individuals, generation of capital 

and development of other economic sectors. Moreover, they were able to 

associate their points with the development of Tanzania‟s economy. The 

variations of their scores were due to the strengths and clarity of explanations 

given. Good performance of candidates in this question probably resulted from 

the facts that most of the people in Tanzania are involved in agricultural 
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activities in one way or another. In addition, this topic is taught from primary 

school level thus probably candidates had a good background of some issues. 

Extract 6.1 below is an example of relevant responses from the candidates. 

  Extract 6.1 
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Extract 6.1 shows responses from a script of a candidate who was able to 

justify well the importance of agricultural sector to Tanzania‟s economy. 

Furthermore, the candidates who scored from 7 to 11.5 marks had showed 

average understanding of the agricultural sector in Tanzania. Some were able 

to point out the importance of agricultural sector but were not able to link 

them directly with the Tanzania‟s economy as results they could not score 

above 11.5 marks. For example, one candidate wrote: source of employment, 

development of infrastructures, increases national income, food production 

and source of raw materials. Others provided few correct points showing the 

importance of agricultural sector for Tanzania‟s economy.  

Moreover, the candidates who scored from 1 to 6.5 marks had some 

weaknesses in their responses. Some of them managed to provide relevant 

introduction, but had partial explanations of their points and weak conclusion. 

Some mixed relevant and irrelevant points. For example, one candidate mixed 

the importance of agriculture and factors for the development of agricultural 

sector thus provided points like: availability of capital, stimulates the growth 

of regions, availability of market, presence of skilled labour force, improved 

science and technology, good transport and communication and government 

support.  
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On the other hand, the candidates who scored 0 mark failed to understand the 

demands of the question, which showed that they lacked knowledge on the 

subject matter. Furthermore, most of these candidates reflected inadequate 

skills on the subject matter hence provided irrelevant responses. For instance, 

one candidate explained problems facing agricultural sector in Tanzania, such 

as: price fluctuation, competition from other sectors, pests and diseases, low 

level of science and technology, shortage of capital and poor policy 

implementation. Another candidate provided factors for the development of 

agriculture, such as good climatic condition, availability of capital, reliable 

market, good infrastructure as well as government support. Extract 6.2 is an 

example of irrelevant responses. 
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Extract 6.2 
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Extract 6.2 is a sample of response from a candidate who provided irrelevant 

response of problems facing agricultural sector in Tanzania instead of the 

importance of agricultural sector to the Tanzania‟s economy. 
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2.2.7 Question 7: Sustainable Use of Fuel and Power 

 

This question required the candidates to evaluate six dangers of nuclear power 

in the world by using Japan as an example. It was extensively omitted by 

many candidates as it was opted for by 9,136 (24.8%) of all candidates, of 

which 48.6 percent scored from 7 to 11.5 marks; 40.8 percent scored from 12 

to 19.5 marks and 10.6 percent scored from 0 to 6.5. Total marks allocated for 

this question was 20. This data indicates that the performance of candidates in 

this question was good as 89.4 percent of the candidates scored 35 marks and 

above (from 7 to 19.5) as illustrated in Figure 7 below.  

40.8%

48.6%

10.6%

0 - 6.5

7 - 11.5

12 - 19.5

 

Figure 7: A Trend of the Candidates‟ Performance in Question 7. 

The candidates who scored from 12 to 19.5 marks were able to provide 

relevant introduction and conclusion. Moreover, some of them were able to 

evaluate the six dangers of nuclear power in the world, such as: environmental 

deterioration, decline of economy, destruction of farm land, difficultness in 

handling the nuclear plant, disturbance of the world peace, effects of global 

warming and problems associated with nuclear plant site location. Others 

explained only three to four points instead of six, hence scored lower marks. 

Extract 7.1 below is a sample of the candidate who attempted well this 

question. 

 

 

 

 

 

Scores 
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   Extract 7.1 
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In Extract 7.1, a candidate managed to evaluate six dangers of nuclear power 

in the world, such as: environmental deterioration, decline of economy, 

destruction of farmland, difficultness in handling the nuclear plant.  
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The candidates who scored from 7 to 11.5 marks were able to answer this 

question relatively well. Some of them provided relevant introduction and 

conclusion but their points had partial explanations, such as: eruption of 

diseases, threatens the world peace, causes death of people, pollution, 

increases world terrorism, increases world political instability. Some 

provided only four relevant points instead of six as the question demanded.  

Moreover, the candidates who scored from 0.5 to 6.5 marks had several 

weaknesses in their responses. Some of the candidates misconceived the 

question by explaining the importance of nuclear power. Some provided 

irrelevant introduction, few correct points with partial explanations and also 

provided irrelevant conclusion. Others mixed up the correct points with 

incorrect ones. For instance, one of the candidates mixed up correct with 

incorrect points, such as: it causes acidic rainfall, deflection of the ozone layer 

and increasing number of refugees. 

On the other hand, the candidates who scored 0 mark failed to understand the 

demand of the question. This might have been caused by lack of knowledge on 

the topic from which the question was derived. These candidates failed 

completely to evaluate the dangers of nuclear power in the world. On top of 

that, they were not able to provide relevant introduction and conclusion. Some 

of them provided the importance of nuclear power, such as: encourage living 

standards, encourage development of science and technology, respectability 

and recognition of Japan, development of sectors in Japan and rise of 

dictatorship. Extract 7.2 is a sample of candidate who provided irrelevant 

responses. 
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  Extract 7.2 

 

Extract 7.2 indicates a candidate who failed to understand the demand of the 

question. He/she provided advantages of nuclear power in the world instead 

of dangers of nuclear power in the world. 
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2.2.8 Question 8: Livestock Keeping and Management 

 

This question instructed the candidates to give eight points accounting for the 

development of dairy industry in the Netherland. It was opted for by 22,820 

(62.0%) of all candidates, of which 69.7 percent scored from 12 to 19 marks; 

27.8 percent scored from 7 to 11.5 marks and 2.5 percent scored from 0 to 6.5. 

Total marks allocated for this question was 20. This data indicates that the 

performance of candidates in this question was good as 97.5 percent of the 

candidates scored 35 marks and above as illustrated in Figure 8 below.  

 

 

Figure 8: A Trend of the Candidates‟ Performance in Question 8. 

The candidates who scored from 12 to 19 marks were able to answer this 

question correctly by providing relevant introduction and conclusion and 

giving reasons for the development of dairy industry in Netherlands. For 

example, one candidate pointed out favourable climatic condition, presence of 

highly developed research centers, availability of capital, advancement of 

science and technology, market, government support, availability of pastures, 

improved infrastructure and presence of skilled manpower. Extract 8.1 is an 

example of good responses. 
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 Extract 8.1 

 



88 
 

 

In Extract 8.1, a candidate managed to account for the development of dairy 

industry in Netherlands. 

Furthermore, the candidates who scored from 7 to 11.5 marks responded well 

to the question. However, they had some weaknesses in their responses which 

hindered them to score above 11.5 marks. Most of them, managed to have a 

good start of the question and a correct ending. The variations of their scores  
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was determined by a number of relevant points each managed to provide at the  

core part of the question. Others mixed up relevant and irrelevant points. 

The candidates who scored from 1 to 6.5 marks, some of them failed to 

provide relevant introduction, provided only few correct points without 

explanations. For example, one candidate explained availability of skilled 

labour, availability of capital, availability of employment opportunity. 

Another candidate described availability of science and technology, 

availability of materials and availability of machines.  

On the other hand, the candidates who scored 0 mark failed to address the 

demand of the question. Majority of them could not figure out the meaning of 

the word „account for‟, hence they provided irrelevant responses, for instance 

one candidate provided the importance of dairy industry in Netherlands, such 

as: growth of the country, improvement of living standards, creation of good 

relationship, increase social services and increase economy of the country. 

Others explained the problems facing dairy industry in Netherlands, such as: 

environmental conservation, price fluctuation, improvement of soil fertility, 

over production, stiff competition; while others responded on the problems 

facing dairy industry in Netherlands. Extract 8.2 is an example of poor 

responses. 
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  Extract 8.2 
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In Extract 8.2, a candidate failed to understand the demand of the question. 

He/she explained problems facing dairy industry in Netherland instead of 

factors accounting for the development of dairy industry. 
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3.0 PERFORMANCE OF CANDIDATES IN EACH TOPIC 

The analysis of candidate‟s performance in each topic shows that, candidates 

had good performance in all the topics as they scored an average of 35 marks 

and above; these topics are Agricultural Development (98.4%), Water Masses 

(98.4%), Livestock Keeping (97.5%), Sustainable Use of Forestry (96.3%), 

Photograph Interpretation (93.7%), Transport and Communication (92.7%), 

Topographic Map Interpretation (90.7%), Sustainable Use of Fuel Power 

(89.4%), Population and Development (88.9%), Simple Survey and Map 

Making (82.7%), The Dynamic Earth and Consequence (81.76%), Space 

Dynamics (74.5%) and Field Research Strategies (66.9%). (See appendix). 

 

4.0 CONCLUSION 

As it has been observed in the analysis question wise, the performance in the 

Geography subject for Advanced Certificate of Secondary Education 

Examination (ACSEE) 2016 was good. The analysis shows that the 

candidates‟ good performance was caused by the ability of candidates to 

identify the demand of the question, candidates‟ sufficient knowledge on the 

subject matter, and proficiency in English language as well as computation 

and drawing skills. However, the candidates with weak performance revealed 

lack of these factors. 

 

5.0 RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

Basing on the observation made through the Candidates‟ Item Response 

Analysis CIRA) Report, in order to improve the performance of prospective 

candidates in this subject, the following are recommended: 

(a) Students and teachers should be encouraged to use English Language 

so as to improve their language skills. This can be done through 

various ways including the practices of speaking English inside and 

outside the classrooms, during their group discussion as well as the 

introduction of essay writing competitions in schools. 

(b) Practical activities should be carried out in these topics; topographical 

map interpretation, statistics, field research strategies, simple survey 

and map making and photographic map interpretation so as to improve 

students‟ skills in drawings, measurements, calculation, observation 

and recording. 
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(c) Teachers should guide students to go through all topics across the 

Advanced Geography Syllabus to make exhaustive revision so as to 

equip them with knowledge and skills that are needed in answering 

examination questions. 
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Appendix 

The performance Of Candidates Topic wise 

S/N Topic ACSEE 2016 

Number of 

question 

per topic 

Percentage of 

Candidate who 

scored an 

average of 35 

percent or more 

Remarks 

1. Agricultural Development 1 98.4 
Good 

2. Water Masses 1 98.4 Good 

3. Livestock Keeping 1 97.5 Good 

4. Sustainable Use of 

Forestry 

1 96.3 Good 

5. Photograph Interpretation 1 93.7 Good 

6. Transport and 

Communication 

1 92.7 Good 

7. Topographic Map 

Interpretation 

1 93.7 Good 

8. Sustainable Use of Fuel 

Power 

1 89.4 Good 

9. Population and 

Development 

3 88.9 Good 

10. Simple Survey and Map 

Making 

1 82.7 Good 

11. The Dynamic Earth and 

Consequence 

2 81.5 Good 

12. Space Dynamics 2 74.5 Good 

13. Field Research Strategies 1 66.9 Good 

 




