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FOREWORD

The Candidates’ Items Response Analysis (CIRA) for the Advanced Certificate of
Secondary Education Examination (ACSEE) 2016 was written in order to provide feedback
to candidates, teachers, parents, policy makers and other educational stakeholders on the
candidates’ performance in this subject. Generally, this subject had an average performance.
The analysis therefore, has tried to reveal a number of factors that can be attributed to this
performance.

The Advanced Certificate of Secondary Examinations marks the end of two years of
secondary education. It is a Summative evaluation which, among other things, shows the
effectiveness of the education system in general and education delivery system in particular.
Essentially, candidates’ responses to the examination questions is a strong indicator of what
the education system was able or unable to offer to the candidates in their two years of
Advanced Secondary School Education.

The analysis presented in this report is intended to contribute towards understanding of
possible reasons behind the candidates’ performance in Islamic Knowledge subject. The
report highlights some of the factors that made many candidates to score high marks in the
questions. Such factors include; ability to adhere to the demand of the question and
possession of the knowledge of the concepts related to the subject. On the other hand, the
report highlights factors which made some candidates to score low marks in the
examination. Such factors include; failure to identify the task of the question, inability to
express themselves in English Language and lack of knowledge on the concepts related to
the subject. The feedback provided will enable the education administrators, school
managers, teachers and candidates to identify proper measures to be taken in order to
improve candidates’ performance in future examinations administered by the Council.

Finally, the Council would like to thank all the Examination Officers, examiners and the
staff of the Department of Information and Communication Technology who participated in

analysing the data used in this report.
pA

Dr. Charles E. Msonde
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY



1.0

INTRODUCTION

This report analyses the performance of 115 Islamic Knowledge for the candidates
who sat for ACSEE 2016. The Islamic Knowledge examination consists of two
papers; paper 1 and paper 2. The items in these two papers covered the Islamic
Knowledge syllabus of 2012 where each paper consists of two sections, A and B,
with three and five questions, respectively. Candidates were required to attempt two
questions from section A and three questions from section B. The weight of each
question was 20 marks.

In Islamic Knowledge 1, most of the candidates answered question 4, 2, 1 and 3,
while question 7 and 8 were extremely omitted. In Islamic Knowledge 2, questions
which were answered by most candidates were 5, 6, 1 and 2 but question 7 and 3
were omitted by most candidates. Generally, the candidates had an average
performance.

A total of 842 candidates sat for this examination. The results show that 698
candidates (82.9%) passed with the following grades: A 1 (0.1 %), B 22 (3.1%), C
117 (16.7 %), D 248 (35.5%), E 239 (34.2 %) and S 71 (34.2%). However, 144
candidates (17.1) % failed the examination by obtaining grade F. The results show
that, the candidates’ performance in 2016 has decreased by 10 percent as 82.9
percent passed the examination in 2016 compared to 93 percent of the candidates
who passed the examination in ACSEE 2015.

The performance of the candidates in each question was categorized as good,
average and weak. The pass rate for each question was 35 percent and above of the
marks allocated to the question. The candidates who scored an average of 60 to 100
percent fall under good category, those who scored from 35 to 59 percent fall under
an average category, while those who scored from 0 to 34 percent fall under weak
category. The candidates’ performance is summarized in the attached appendix
whereby green colour presents good performance while yellow and red colours
imply average and weak performance, respectively.

Analysis of individual question for ACSEE 2016 Islamic Knowledge is presented in
the next sections. The presentation highlights the requirement of each question, the
way the candidates answered them and analysis of their responses. Extracts
responses from the candidates’ scripts have been inserted to illustrate the cases
presented.



2.0

It is expected that this report will be useful to stakeholders such as prospective
candidates, teachers, parents, and educationist. It is also expected that the report will
enable the teachers to improve teaching and learning of Islamic Knowledge subject.

ANALYSIS OF THE CANDIDATES PERFOMANCE IN EACH QUESTION
IN PAPER 1

2.1 SECTION A: QUR’AN AND TRANSLATION
2.1.1 Question 1. Qur’anic Concept of Education

This question required the candidates to review six concept of
education in Islam. The question was answered by 65.2 percent of all
the candidates, of which 58.4 percent scored from 0 to 6.5 marks
among whom 4.4 percent scored a 0 mark, 33.7 percent scored from 7
to 11.5 marks and 7.9 percent scored from 12 to 16 marks. Generally,
the performance of this question was average. Figure 1 below shows
the analysis of data on the performance of candidates in percentage.
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Figure 1: Candidates’ performance in percentage

Very few candidates who scored high marks in this question had
enough knowledge on the concept of education in Islam. They
reviewed the concept by explaining why Islam recommends its
followers to seek for knowledge. Most of them explained that; the
source of knowledge is Allah (s.w), Education is the best tool which
man has to acquire hence expected to be God conscious, being
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educated in Islam enable one to attain dignity, in Islam there were no
demarcation between secular and religious education because education
is obligatory to all mankind. However, these candidates’ marks ranged
from 12 to 16 depending on the clarity of their explanations and ability
to meet the required number of points. Extract 1.1 below serves as a
good sample of a response from a script of a candidate who performed
well in this question.

Extract 1.1
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Extract 1.1 shows a sample of a response from a script of a candidate
who reviewed well the concept of education in Islam.

On the other hand, candidates who scored average marks gave less than
six points with good reviews of education in Islam. Some of them
mixed incorrect concepts together with correct education concepts. Yet,
some candidates gave correct concepts of education in Islam without

explanations.



The candidates with poor performance explained the importance of
education to mankind like: enable man to know his creator; held
Muslim to avoid many evils; improve brotherhood and relationship and
contributes to effective communication. Other candidates explained the
importance of education and the meaning of education instead of
reviewing the concept of education. Extract 1.2 below is a sample of a
response from a script of a candidate which indicates weak
performance.

Extract 1.2
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Extract 1.2 shows a sample of a response from a script of a candidate
who explained the importance of education instead of reviewing six
concept of education in Islam.
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2.1.2 Question 2: Authenticity of the Qur’an

In this question, the candidates were required to provide six arguments
that show the weakness of contention that Qur’an was fabricated by
Muhammad (s.a.w) for material gain. The question was answered by
72.8 percent of all the candidates, of which 57.7 percent from 0 to 6.5
marks, 31.1 percent from 7 to 11.5 marks and 11.3 percent from 12 to
17.5 marks. The general performance of this question was average.
Figure 2 below shows the analysis of data which indicates a
performance of candidates in percentage in this question.

Scores
m0-6.5
O7-11.5
mi2-17.5

Figure 2: The performance of candidates in percentage.

The candidates who scored high marks were able to show the
weaknesses of the contention that Qur’an was fabricated by
Muhammad (s.a.w) for material gain by giving well elaborated points.
They gave points such as: financial position of Muhammad (s.a.w) was
better than after his prophethood; he rejected the offer of richness; his
deprivation was self-imposed; his willingness to die penniless; he and
his relatives did not receive Zakat and even non-Muslims used to
deposit money in the house of the Prophet Muhammad (s.a.w). Extract
2. 1 below is a sample of a response from a script of a candidate which
indicates good performance.



Extract 2.1
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Extract 2.1 indicates a sample of satisfactory response from a script
of a candidate who managed to provide arguments that show the

weakness of the contention that Qur’an was fabricated by
Muhammad (s.a.w) for material gain.

On the other hand, some candidates with average performance gave
less than three arguments, which failed them to score high marks. Yet,
some candidates mixed correct explanation with incorrect ones. For
example, they used arguments of power and glory, such as: Prophet
Muhammad rejected the offer from the people of Mecca to be the king,
his qualities, and he hated any privileges over the people. These are
arguments for power and glory and not against material gain.

Candidates with poor performance scored low marks because they
provided internal and external evidences which depict that Qur’an is
the word of Allah (s.w) due to misinterpretation of the question. Extract
2.2 below is a sample from a response from a script of a candidate who
fails to meet the demand of the question.



Extract 2.2
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Extract 2.2 indicates a sample of a response from a script of a
candidate who failed to show the weakness of the contention that
Qur’an was fabricated by Muhammad (s.a.w) for material gain. He/she
instead, provided internal and external evidence from the Qur’an to
prove that Qur’an is the word of Allah.

2.1.3 Question 3: Nations Mentioned in the Qur’an

In this question the candidates were required to draw six lessons to the
fashionable Muslims with reference to the behaviours of Jews as
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stipulated in the holy Qur’an. The question was answered by 55.4
percent of the candidates whereby, 31.9 percent scored from 12 to 18.5
marks, 41.4 percent scored from 7 to 11.5 marks and 26.7 percent
scored from 0O to 6.5 marks, among whom, 1.5 percent scored a 0 mark.
The general performance in this question was good since majority of
the candidates (73.3%) scored from 7 to 18.5. Figure 3 shows below
the analysis of data which indicates good performance in this question.
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20% -
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Figure 3: Shows the performance of candidates in percentage

The candidates who scored high marks in this question were able to
draw six lessons from the Jews’ behaviours to the fashionable Muslim
as stipulated in the Qur’an. However, their marks depended on the
clarity of their explanations and the ability to meet the required number
of points. Lessons explained by many candidates were: Muslims should
avoid sectarianism; interpolation of divine scriptures; suppression of
truth; fondness of the worldly gain and adherence of death; being
indifference towards the law; cooperation with unbelievers; Mutual
enmity and posing number of excuses. Extract 3.1 below provides an
example of a response from a script of a candidate whose essay
presents a relevant response.
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Extract 3.1
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Extract 3.1 represents a sample of a response from a script of
candidate who drew lessons to the fashionable Muslims from the
Jews’ behaviours as stipulated in the Qur’an.

Further analysis of this question showed that, some candidates with
average performance delivered less than six lessons with unsatisfactory
elaborations. Some candidates outlined correct lessons without
explanations which made them failed to score high marks.
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Other candidates scored low marks because they explained

lesson from

various battles, such as Uhud and Badr which Muslims fought. Extract

3.2 below presents a good example of a response from
candidate who failed to draw six lessons to the fashionab
from Jews’ behaviours as stipulated in the Qur’an.
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Extract 3.2 shows a sample of a response from a script of a candidate
who gave the teachings deducted from the battle of Uhud instead of
drawing six lessons with reference to the behaviours of Jews as
stipulated in the holy Qur’an.
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2.2 SECTION B: ISLAMIC HISTORY AND HADITH
2.2.1 Question 4: The Islamic State in Madinah

In this question the candidates were required to discuss six uses of
Mosque during the life time of Prophet Muhammad (s.a.w). The
question was opted by most candidates as 97 percent of all the
candidates attempted it. Out of these 52.5 percent scored from 12 to 20
marks, 41.5 percent scored from 7 to 11.5 marks and 6 percent scored
from 0 to 6.5 and among whom 0.1 percent scored a 0 mark. General
performance of question was good as 94 percent of the candidates
scored from 7 to 20 marks. Figure 4 below shows the performance of
candidates in percentage.
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o0 109 A
g 0
S 30% -
o
| =
S 20% 1
10% - 6.0%
el |
0-6.3 7-11.5
Scores

Figure 4: The performance of candidates in percentage

The candidates who scored high marks understood the requirements of
the question and had enough knowledge on the uses of Mosque during
the life time of Prophet Muhammad (s.a.w). Some of these candidates
discussed well and provided detailed instances, such as: mosque was
used as a centre for religion performing daily prayers; educational
centre where Islamic doctrine was taught and regular classes which
were performed by Prophet and his companion; cultural centre
activities; training centre where studies were carried out theoretically.
Other candidates discussed Mosque served as a State house, as a
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treasurer, as a house for guests and prison for those who were against
the law. Extract 4.1 below is a sample of a response from a script of a
candidate who performed well in this question.
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Extract 4.1 presents a sample of a response from a scrlpt of a
candidate who discussed in detail six uses of Mosque during the life
time of Prophet Muhammad (s.a.w).
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Further analysis showed that, the candidates with average performance
either discussed less than six uses of Mosque or mentioned uses of
mosque without elaborations.

The candidate who had weak performance in this question listed down
the Mosques that Prophet (s.a.w) visited during his prophethood instead
of discussing six uses of Mosque during the life time of Prophet
Muhammad (s.a.w). Therefore, they scored very low marks. Extract 4.2
below presents a sample of an answer which indicates poor
performance.

Extract 4.2
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Extract 4.2 presents a sample of a response from a script of a
candidate who mentioned the mosques visited by Prophet (s.a.w)
instead of discussing six uses of Mosque during the life time of
Prophet Muhammad (s.a.w).

2.2.2 Question 5: The Islamic State in Caliphate Era

In this question the candidates were required to evaluate six obligations
of Caliph in his capacity to protect Islam. The question was answered
by 50.5 percent of the candidates, whereby 27.7 percent scored from 12
to 18.5 marks, 35.4 percent scored from 7 to 11.5 marks, 36.9 percent
scored from 0 to 6.5 among whom, 2.8 percent scored 0 mark out of the
20 allotted marks for this question. General performance of question
was good as 63.1 percent of the candidates scored from 7 to 18.5
marks. Figure 5 below depicts the analysis of the data of candidates’
performance in percentage.

Scores
m0-6.5

O7-11.5
@12 -18.5

Figure 5: The performance of candidates in percentage

The candidates (27.7%) who scored high marks in this question were

able to follow instructions effectively and provide in detailed

obligations of Caliph together with examples. Obligations of Caliph

evaluated by many candidates were: The Caliph was responsible for
20



signing peace treaty with other States; he was executer of divine law
though he was not above the law; the leader of congregations prayer of
the believers; to appoint judges preachers and government officials; to
declare the war (jihad); stand for justice; responsible for collection
and distribution of Zakat and has a duty of guarding the frontiers of the
state by all strength and armed forces. Extract 5.1 below is a good
sample of a response from a script of a candidate who performed well
in this question.

Extract 5.1
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Extract 5.1 shows a sample of a response from a script of a candidate
who evaluated six obligations of Caliph in his capacity to protect

On the other hand, there were some candidates (35.4%) who scored
average marks. These candidates failed to exhaust all objectives
demanded. They evaluated less than six obligations of Caliph as a
leader of Islamic state. Some candidates with average performance
mixed right with irrelevant obligations. They explained things like
remove the evils, to sacrifice his wealth and to fight for the sake of
protecting Islam which are not obligations of Caliph.
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For those few candidates who scored low marks, they mentioned
political institution like Mosque, Agabah pledge, and building the
Muslim Ummah, administration, and medina’s charter established by
Prophet (s.a.w) to protect Islam as among the obligations of Caliph.
Extract 5.2 presents a sample of a response from a script of a candidate
who misunderstood the question.

Extract 5.2
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Extract 5.2 indicates a sample of a response from a script of a
candidate who mentioned political institution established by
Prophet (s.a.w) instead of evaluating the obligations of Caliph.
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2.2.3 Question 6: The Islamic State in Caliphate Era

In this question, the candidates were required to reveal six factors that
validate the statement that crumbling and finally the decline of Islamic
State after caliphate Era was resulted from heterogeneous phenomenon.
The question was answered by 52.1 percent of all the candidates of
which 58.9 percent scored from 0 to 6.5 marks among whom, 3.4
percent scored 0 mark, 34.9 percent scored from 7 to 11.5 marks, 6.2
percent scored from 12 to 17 marks. Generally, the performance in the
question was average. Figure 6 below shows the analysis of data which
indicates average performance of candidates in percentage.

100% -
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80% -
70%

58.9%

60% -
50% -

40% A 34.9%

30% ~

Percentage of Candidates

20% A

10% - 6.2%

0% -

0-6.5 7-11.5 12-17

Scores
Figure 6: The performance of candidates in percentage

The analysis of this question shows that, the candidates who scored
high marks (6.2%) understood the requirements of the question and had
enough knowledge on the topic of Islamic State in Caliphate Era. Some
of these candidates exhausted all the factors for the decline of Islamic
state after the fourth Caliph. For instance, they revealed that: the
Assassination of Sayyidna Othman; hypocrisy of Abdallah bin Sabaa,
civil war (The camel battle and Siffin); introduction of Sects (Shiaism,
Sunni; Khawarijism, Abbasid and Umayyad); The rise of kingships;
Abolition of Shourah (council); Rise of Immoral leaders and shift of
capital of Islam to Kufa as the main factors for the decline of Islamic
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State. However, their marks ranged from 12 to 18 depend on the clarity
of their explanations and ability to meet the required number of factors.
Extract 6.1 is a good sample of a response from a script of a candidate
who organised the points as required.

Extract 6.1
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Extract 6.1 shows a good sample of a response from a script of a
candidate who revealed six factors that validate the statement that
crumbling and finally the decline of Islamic State after caliphate Era
was resulted from heterogeneous phenomenon.

On the other hand, the candidates with average performance gave less
than three factors. Some candidates mixed the correct with incorrect
factors and therefore, performed averagely. Most of the incorrect

factors which were mixed with correct ones were;

lack of Muslim

intellectuals, interference of western ideology, especially Christianity,
Muslims refused to pay Zakat and the rise of apostasy. This happened
because these candidates did not know the exactly time for the decline
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of Islamic State as a result they related it with the time of the death of
Prophet Muhammad (s.a.w) while the question is based on post
Caliphate era.

The candidates with poor performance were not able to provide
relevant review of statement. They explained the political institutions
which established by Prophet (s.w), like madina charter, Mosque, army
and Muslim Ummah instead of factors which causes the decline of
Islamic State after Caliphate Era. Extract 6.2 below is a sample of a
response from a script of a candidate which indicates weak

performance.
Extract 6.2
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Extract 6.2 presents a sample of a response from a script of a
candidate who failed to reveal factors which causes the decline of
Islamic State after caliphate Era but instead, explained the political
institutions established by Prophet (s.a.w).
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2.2.4 Question 7: The Sunnah and Hadith

In this question, the candidates were required to examine six factors
which restricted the writing of Hadith during the life time of Prophet
Muhammad (s.a.w) and the necessity of that after his death. The
question was answered by 43.2 percent of all the candidates of which
63.8 percent scored from 0 to 6.5 marks, among whom 11.9 percent
scored a 0 mark, 27.9 percent scored from 7 to 11.5 marks and 8.3
percent scored from 12 to 19.5 marks. Generally, the candidates’
performance in this question was average. Figure 2 below illustrates the
performance in this question.

Scores
Wm0 -6.5
O7-11.5
m12 -19.5

Figure 7: The performance of candidates in percentage

The candidates who scored high marks were able to examine six factors
which restricted the writing of Hadith during the life time of Prophet
Muhammad (s.a.w) and the necessity of that after his death. Some
candidates had examined factors such as: Prophet himself was there so
his companions were there to learn from him and live accordingly,
fearing them to mix with Qur’an revelation, concentrated much in
writing, teaching and memorizing the Qur’an, expansion of the Islamic
State, problem of interpreting the Qur’an and the followers of Prophet
(s.a.w) were much eager to live in accordance to the teaching of
Qur’an and Sunnah. However, the candidates’ performance ranged
from 12 to 18 marks depends on the clarity of their explanation and
ability to meet the required number of points. Extract 7.1 is a sample of
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a response from a script of a candidate who performed well in this
question.

Extract 7.1
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Extract 7.1 presents a sample of a response from a script of a
candidate who examined six factors which restricted the writing of
Hadith during the life time of Prophet Muhammad (s.a.w).
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Most of candidates had average performance in this question. They
provided unsatisfactory explanations although they mentioned correct
factors. Some candidates answered only one part of the question and
left the other part, therefore lose some marks. This is because the
candidates were instructed to examine three factors for restricting the
writing of Hadith during the life time of Prophet Muhammad (s.a.w)
and three factors for writing of Hadith after the death of Prophet
Muhammad (s.a.w)

The candidates who scored low marks still discussed Matin and Isnad
which are criteria of good Hadith instead of factors which restricted the
writing of Hadith during the life time of Prophet Muhammad (s.a.w)
and the necessity of that after his death. Extract 7.2 below shows a
sample of an answer from a candidate which indicates poor
performance.

Extract 7.2
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Extract 7.2 presents a sample of a response from a script of a
candidate who explained criteria of good Hadith instead of
examining six factors which restricted the writing of Hadith during
the life time of Prophet Muhammad (s.a.w) and the necessity of that
after his death.
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2.2.5 Question 8: Islam in East Africa

In this question the candidates were required to explain six points on
how East African Muslim Welfare Society (EAMWS) contributed to
the development of Muslims in East Africa. The question was
answered by 47.8 percent of all the candidates of which 80 percent
scored from 0 to 6.5 among whom 6.3 percent scored 0 mark, 19.8
percent scored from 7 to 11.5 and only 0.2 percent scored 12 marks.
Generally, the performance of this question was very weak. Figure 8
below depicts the analysis of the performance of candidates in
percentage. The trend indicates poor performance in this question.
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Figure 8: The performance of candidates in percentage

The majority of the candidates (80%) had a poor performance in this
question. The main reason for this failure was inadequate knowledge
on the topic of Islam in East Africa. The candidates gave wrong
contributions of East African Muslim Welfare Society (EAMWS) to
the development of Muslims in East Africa. such as: the establishment
of Islamic court or the use of Islamic law in the court, promotion of
Islamic culture in the cities, provision of assistances to the special
groups like blinds, establishment of Islamic banks, provision of security
to the Muslims and provision of employments to the Muslims.
Moreover, the candidates (6.3%) who scored 0 a mark elaborated the
contribution of Islamic culture in making Tanganyika and then
Tanzania instead of explaining the contributions of EAMWS to the
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development of Muslims in East Africa. Extract 8.1below shows an
example of an answer which indicates weak performance of a
candidate.

Extract 8.1
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Extract 8.1 presents a sample of a response from a script of a
candidate who discussed the character and contribution of Islamic
culture to Tanganyika instead of explaining how East African
Muslim Welfare Society contributed to the development of Muslims
in East Africa.

=

Some candidates with average performance, gave less than six points as
required by the question, as a result they scored average marks.
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Very few candidates (0.2%) performed well in this question and scored
12 marks. They explained contributions such as: to organise several
festival ceremonies in East Africa; building schools and hostels in town
for rural children to get chance for studying; constructed Muslim
technical school; and secured scholarship to Egypt planned for
building a Muslim university in Tanzania the project which ended at
Chang'ombe Markaz Islamic in Tanzania. These contributions were not
well explained and therefore, they did not score all the twenty marks.
Extract 8.2 below is a sample of a response from a script of a candidate
who performed well in this question.

Extract 8.2
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Extract 8.2 presents a sample of a response from a script of a
candidate who explained well the contributions of East African
Muslim Welfare Society to the development of Muslims in East
Africa.
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3.0 ANALYSIS OF THE CANDIDATES' PERFOMANCE IN EACH QUESTION
IN PAPER 2

3.1 SECTION A: TAUHIID
3.1.1 Question 1:The Six Pillars of Faith

The candidates were required to discuss six practical values of belief in
Allah’s Qadar. The question was attempted by 70.2 percent of the
candidates of which 10.5 percent scored from 12 to 19 marks, 51.5
percent scored from 7 to 11.5 marks, 38 percent scored from 0 to 6.5
marks with 5.3 percent of them, scoring a 0 mark. Generally, the
performance of this question was good because the percentage of the
candidates who scored from 7 marks and above was 62. Figure 1 below
depicts the performance of the candidates’ performance in percentage.
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Figure 1: The performance of candidates in percentage

The candidates who scored high marks (10.5%) were able to discuss
well the practical values of belief in Allah’s Qadar. These candidates
were able to give practical values such as: to create a real believer in
God; people to avoid shirk; inspire bravely; to create peace and
harmony; fear non but Allah; less wastage of time; work hard and
being God conscious. Extract 1.1 below is a sample of a response from
a script of a candidate who performed well in this question.
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Extract 1.1 presents a sample of a response from a script of a
candidate who discussed how a belief in Qadar makes the Muslim to
be a strong believer.

However, some candidates had average performance in this question

because they mixed practical values of Qadar with importance of

Shahada. For example, they discussed that Qadar create a person away
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from shirk and creates a man to be not a victim of Satan which in
reality these values are the importance of Shahada to Muslims.

Further analysis showed that some candidates with poor performance
discussed the unlimited power of Allah (s.w) over all the creatures
instead of practical values of belief in Allah’s Qadar. Extract 1.2 below
indicates a sample of a poor performance of a candidate who provided
the signs for life after death instead of discussing the practical values of
belief in Allah (s.w).
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Extract 1.2 presents a sample of a response from a script of a
candidate who provided signs for life after death instead of the

practical values of belief in Allah’s Qadar.

3.1.2 Question 2: The Believe in Allah (s.w) and it’s Implication

In this question the candidates were required to refute the ideas of
dogmatism in believing in Allah (s.w) by providing six arguments. This
question was attempted by 66.7 percent of all the candidates of which
33.7 percent scored from 12 to 19 marks, 32.3 percent scored from 7 to
11.5 marks, 34 percent scored from O to 6.5 marks, among them 6.4
percent scored a 0 mark. Generally, the performance of the question
was good since many candidates’ (66%) scored from 7 to 19 marks.
Figure 2 below shows the performance of the candidates in percentage.

Scores

mo - 6.5
O7-11.5
m12 - 19

Figure 3: Shows the performance of candidates in percentage

The candidates who scored high marks in this question were able to
refute the idea of dogmatism in the believing in Allah by giving six
arguments that there is no dogmatism in Islam. The argument which
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was given by most of these candidates are: the advent of the Prophets;
they were given signs to prove the existence of Allah; mankind has
been given mechanism for purpose of acquiring knowledge; the first
and foremost thing to be given to mankind was education; those
discussing the question of Allah (s.w) without knowledge are
condemned in the sight of Qur’an and the meaning of the word Iman.
Extract 2.1 below is a sample of a response from a script of a candidate
who performed well by delivering points with vivid examples.

Extract 2.1
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Extract 2.1 presents a samplé of response from a script of a
candidate who refuted the idea of dogmatism in believing in Allah
by giving six arguments

Further analysis shows that, the candidates with average performance

mixed

correct with incorrect arguments which resulted in

misunderstanding of the question. They explained the benefits of
believing in Allah (s.w) together with the idea of dogmatism.

The candidates (27.6%) who scored low marks failed to provide
enough arguments on ideas of dogmatism in believing in Allah (s.w).
Moreover, the candidates who scored O mark did not meet the
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requirements of the question. These candidates refuted the argument
raised by disbelievers in denying the existence of Allah simply because
He is not perceivable. Yet, others used signs from history of life of man
to prove the existence of Allah as arguments to refute the ideas of
dogmatism in believing in Allah (s.w). Extract 2.2 below shows a
sample of a response from a script of a candidate which indicates weak
performance.
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Extract 2.2 presents a sample of a response from a script of a
candidate who explained the benefits of believing in Allah (s.w) like
promote unit, peace and tranquillity, patience, and justice and reduces
crimes, instead of refuting the ideas of dogmatism in believing in
Allah (s.w).
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3.1.3 Question 3: The Six Pillars of Faith

In this question the candidates were required to show five weaknesses
of the argument raised by disbelievers in denying hereafter. This
question was answered by 54.3 percent of all the candidates, of which
13.6 percent scored from 12 to 18.5 marks, 24.5 percent scored from 7
to 11.5 marks, 61.9 percent scored from 0 to 6.5 marks, among them
4.4 percent scored 0 mark. Generally, the performance of the question
was average. Figure 3 below shows the analysis of candidates’
performance which indicates average performance.
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Figure 3: Shows the performance of candidates in percentage

The analysis shows that very few candidates (13.6%) performed well in
this question as they scored high marks. The majority of candidates
were able to provide weaknesses like: no possibility of giving life to
decomposed body and dry bone;, bring back to life our forefathers;
considering death to be determined by time and space not Allah’s
command and love of this world. Extract 3.1 is a sample of a response
from a script of a candidate who performed well in this question.
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Extract 3.1 is a sample of a response from a script of a candidate who
showed five weaknesses of the argument raised by disbeliever in
denying hereafter.

Further analysis shows that, the candidates with average performance
showed less than five weaknesses of the arguments raised by
disbelievers in denying hereafter. Some candidates showed arguments
raised by disbelievers and left the weaknesses.

In addition, candidates with low performance explained the reasons on
the life after death instead of weaknesses of the arguments raised by
disbelievers in denying hereafter. Extract 3.2 below presents a sample
of a response from a script of a candidate who performed poorly in this
question.
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Extract 3.2
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Extract 3.2 presents a sample of a response from a script of a
candidate who explained the reasons on the life after death instead of
weaknesses of the arguments raised by disbelievers in denying
hereafter.

3.2 SECTIONB: FIQH
3.2.1 Question 4: Islamic Family Laws

In this question the candidates were required to analyse six drawbacks

towards better implementation of polygamy to the Tanzania Muslims.
The question was answered by 64 percent of all the candidates, of
which 21 percent scored from 11 to 19 marks, 22.9 percent scored from
7 to 11.5 marks, 56.1 percent scored from 0 to 6.5 marks among whom,
4.1 percent scored a 0 mark. Figure 4 below shows the analysis of
candidates’ performance in percentage which indicates average
performance in this question.

Scores

mo - 6.5
O7-11.5
mi2-19

Figure 4: Shows the performance of candidates in percentage
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The candidates who scored high marks were able to analyse six
drawbacks towards better implementation of polygamy to the Tanzania
Muslims. These candidates (21%) explained challenges facing better
implementation of polygamy for Tanzania Muslims and they suggested
solutions for these challenges. The drawbacks of polygamy given by
many candidates were: western propaganda, men perform as a
punishment to their wives, as show off to other people; wrong attitude
of women and failure to observe their responsibilities for their
husband. Extract 4.1 below is a sample of relative response from a
script of a candidate who performed well in this question.

Extract 4.1
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Extract 4.1 presents a sample of a response from a script of a
candidate who analysed six drawbacks towards Dbetter

implementation of polygamy to the Tanzania Muslim.

The candidates with average performance failed to exhaust all six
drawbacks towards better implementation of polygamy to the Tanzania
Muslims as they explained less than six drawbacks. Other candidates
mentioned drawbacks without any satisfactory explanations.

The candidates who scored low marks explained the importance of
implementation of polygamy, such as:

it reduces the spread of
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diseases; reduces illegal children, reduce adultery, maintain equality,
bring respect and create responsibility. Since these are justifications
for polygamy and not drawbacks, these candidates answered a question
which they were not asked. Extract 4.2 below shows a sample of a
response which indicates weak performance.

Extract 4.2
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Extract 4.2

indicates a sample of a response from a script of a

candidate who explained the importance of polygamy instead of

drawbacks

towards better implementation of polygamy to the

Tanzania Muslims.
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3.2.2 Question 5:The Five Fundamentals of Islam

In this question, the candidates were required to evaluate six practical
values of prayer to the contemporary Muslims. This was among the
questions which was answered by majority of the candidates as 91.2
percent of the candidates attempted it, whereby 55.8, percent scored
from 12 to 19.5 marks, 31.3 percent scored from 7 to 11.5 marks, 12.9
percent scored from 0 to 6.5 marks among whom, 0.7 percent scored a
0 mark out of the 20 allotted marks. Generally, the performance of the
candidates who attempted this question was good. Figure 3 below
presents the performance of the candidates in percentage.
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Figure 5: Shows the performance of candidates in percentage

The candidates who scored high marks were able to evaluate six
practical values of prayer to the contemporary Muslims. Most of these
candidates gave the correct answer together with impressive
explanations. The values of prayer evaluated by these candidates were:
teaches cleanliness and purity; teaches Allah’s sovereignty, creates
sense of God consciousness; is the foundation of social organization of
Muslim community; imbibes patience and perseverance to the Muslims
and it inculcates a sense of fraternity or Muslim brotherhood and
equality. Extract 5.1 below is a sample of a response from a script of a

candidate who performed well in this question.
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Extract 5.1
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Extract 5.1 shows a sample of a response from a script of a candidate
who evaluated six practical values of prayer to the contemporary
Muslims.
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The candidates with average performance mixed values of prayer with
some importance of other Islamic five fundamentals like fasting and
pilgrimage. In addition, some candidates did not concur with
instructions given as they evaluated less than six practical values of
prayers.

Some candidates with low performance explained the reasons which
made Muslims not attaining the objective of prayer, such as: praying as
fashion and not a part of worshiping Allah; misconception of praying
among Muslims themselves and some had no any knowledge on the
prayer. Extract 5.2 below shows a sample of an answer from a script of
a candidate which indicates weak performance.

Extract 5.2
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Extract 5.2 presents a sample of a response from a script of a
candidate who explained why Muslims are not attaining the objective
of prayer instead of evaluating six practical values of the prayer to
the contemporary Muslims.

3.2.3 Question 6: Islamic Legal Science and Criminal Law

This question required the candidates to explain six evils of adultery in
Islamic point of view. The question was attempted by 53.6 percent of
the candidates, whereby 36.1 percent scored from 12 to 18.5 marks,
35.3 percent scored from 7 to 11.5 marks, 28.6 percent scored from 0 to
6.5 marks among whom 7.5 percent scored a 0 mark. The general
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performance of the question was good as 71.4 percent of the candidates
scored from 7 to 18.5. Figure 6 below presents the performance of the
candidates in this question.

Scores
m0-6.5
O7-11.5
mi2-18.5

Figure 6: Shows the performance of candidates in percentage

The candidates who scored high marks elaborated the evils of adultery
in Islamic point of view. Evils which explained by many candidates
were: spread of fatal diseases; fatherless children; disturbances in
homes and families; it brings poverty and famine since there is wastage
of resources; fall of dignity and respect of human being; the
combination of all evil qualities and life span is reduced. Extract 6.1
below is a sample of a response from a script of a candidate who
performed well in this question.
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Extract 6.1
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Extract 6.1 presents a sample of a response from a script of a
candidate who explained well six evils of adultery in Islamic point of
view.

<

The candidates (19.7%) who scored averagely mixed evils of adultery
with ways of preventing Muslims from committing adultery such as to
stay away from a different sex, to avoid taking alcohol and women are
supposed to cover their bodies. This misconception of the question
made them to lose some marks.

Further analysis showed the candidates who scored low marks
explained how Muslims can be prevented from practising prostitution.
In addition, other candidates explained punishments proclaimed by
Islamic legal science and criminal law for those who commit the sin of
adultery like: to be stoned to death and stripped/caned one hundred
sticks which were not the correct answers. Extract 6.2 below is a
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sample of a response from a script of a candidate who performed
poorly in this question.

Extract 6.2
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Extract 6.2 indicates a sample of a response from a script of a
candidate who explained ways to avoid adultery instead of evils of
adultery in Islamic point of view.

3.2.4 Question 7: Rationale of Islam and Concept of Worship

This question required the candidates to analyse three levels of
misconception of worship and to correct them, as said by Prophet:
“Islam is built on five fundamentals”. The question was omitted by
many candidates as only 37.1 percent of the candidates attempted it. In
this regard, 19.2 percent scored from 12 to 16.5 marks, 43.6 percent
scored from 7 to 11.5 marks, 37.2 percent scored from O to 6.5 marks
among whom 8.3 percent scored a 0 mark. The general performance of
the question was good because the performance of the candidates who
scored from 7 marks and above was 62.8 percent. Graphical
presentation of candidates’ performance is given in Figure 7 below.
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Figure 7: Shows the performance of candidates in percentage

The analysis of the candidates’ performance shows that the candidates
who scored high marks analysed three level of misconception of
worship and corrected them. These candidates analysed misconceptions
such as: Islam is built on five fundamental; worship is for wash out the
sins and worship is an institution it may be changed and modified in
accordance to the self-interest and change in the same condition.
Through this misconception, candidates tried to correct them by
explaining the meaning of the word Ibada (worship). However, their
marks ranged from 7 to 16.5 depending on the clarity of their
explanations and ability to meet the required number of misconceptions
and to the extent on which these misconceptions has been corrected.
Extract 7.1 below is a sample of a response from a script of a candidate
who performed well in this question.
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Extract 7.1

7

Worship (tbadart) it cwe fom o werdABD

Meons  Slave, hw  alt bhuean becnc\ asl Slaes ap Allaby

(), iy woship ® e all Qoo& doods Thaf anl

C\cchch 1 Qeoocdante dn \samrz aled &QN\DQ g\@?pm,

\mﬁncl\ PFmQ\, Kiviao o baby el WCO e jc\\owmgf .
the m&co(reo})m cq_ﬁwcrs‘mp and 45 @mvection .

rhrs+ Ke»e\‘%g, m\scmcep?pcn i "Tdam & bulte

Ch\k\ 7@\»‘2 ﬁchQN)QMJ "R f due that ldam s bt o

Aue jgn&qmea}a&s but peope lSEL\ Qv tisconcopt bfv\

%MQMO\ (ot bf: %Qﬂ @ogelic mﬂl&\f\q ocly j%\mg

X.m&lm%ﬁb QEL lSlqm f\-\\ (23 enouq\ M&\ noW\mo\ J(L

a&ﬁ bt 2 «'m‘dk 8 Wk Yhow a0 ) W mng;

C\oqu :&em e LunSamentals U am It tudlin he

must to koo and prncb0 o order to establzh 1% vty

(lam), exemple Fabbog usth ok ((\\haf? ) S ader b

el amiz  Stahe. Mus ac a doe muslim be tud ot

eng,thm oo\g\ wh [he Hoe pls ot (slam but alse Do,

oY) qko\-u, 16 ing(haX ms siuggosecf o cher S &anmn

qecon&\mdo;; N\EconCQpb‘cn s "Worship (18ADAY) i

icr wash qut e Sins "+ Allah ) &%\Q Ihue who

«’n’\ne(\}\ 0oed Fer_forquueness and) ey (mmm o OQLr

tgpeo&* o0 ?m,\ aqcu‘n, Shus, Vﬁm who THio ueeShip 3

o waty ot Foir S Tat oot Anve pecounse due,

‘}@ lhat dact pecgd e en Qaﬂ%ncx b lbad peharsour

and_egils fu CQ’QPQ(\C{U\LW\"QD %Qq ge b 4 \bedy

(woship ) %tv o ol bQ wQS‘BQcQ m\* Thus, Thee ave.

twhes and ewwitwent % SQQ\mw\ *fex%\mess b Allah

Cw) CIXLCQ not onf mt\’S\'up ﬂ«\:\“ wQX\’» %Q' qur ‘?ms, ,

erQ tQUQ,Q Q!,_N\\XCG\(QP\’)*C!\ s wo&‘nfp R q

tosk b tyen [{- oy be d\aucocQ and modi {l,ecQ o aawdance

LT Sdﬂ oloost aad C"MQQ W Gme cndibon”s AN weh

CRADAT) avg well  deuapd Jrem:\necﬁ by nwp‘o@\‘ Muhamad

71



pae be g o b, s Yot mr\hmw ok nefing
}Mmow %vm hs «\EQQW\ and I wag w@f{qc\\ M
ke MW Nuhamimad QQQOQ be_4p an it M loyegf
3 Qﬂrag, @;C b dho \nQ "M s e Uam Q»Qq%‘(gﬂ
5wl W@kﬁw s n&hnq&z, q&Q A

W@%ﬁ e Al omnq e T B e?uo&amemoQ
oL daw anQ lhoce mf%@? \:QW §‘na1m&~ Swalet;
;%@’ﬁm?a\fai‘qn& HM cmcg e JX_'C\(""(Q vabies ang
C»eq’&}LcQ DAL peion, EMM LB \rqn;‘mﬂ m&v
[ oale St %Lﬁgpm&hhh\ cmc( Tm% mcmagmo#r

Extract 7.1 presents a sample of response from a script of a candidate
who analysed three levels of misconception of worship and corrected
them.

On the other hand, the candidates with average performance mentioned
all three misconceptions of worship without explanations. Yet, there
were some candidates who exhausted all three misconceptions of
warship with explanations but failed to correct these misconceptions
which led them to lose some marks.

The candidates with low performance did not comply with the
instruction given. Some of them explained five fundamentals of Islam.
Yet, some of them described the importance of worship to the Muslims.
However, some candidates had problem in using English language in
their explanations and therefore, used Swahili language to express their
ideas. Extract 7.2 below is an example of response from a script of a
candidate with weak performance in this question.
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Extract 7.2
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Extract 7.2 presents a sample of a response from a script of a
candidate who explained five fundamentals of Islam instead of
analysing three levels of misconceptions of worship. The candidate
also used Swahili words like “shahada” and “kusimamisha swala” in
the explantion.
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3.2.5 Question 8: Islamic Ways of Life

In this question the candidates were required to assess seven forms of
trade and transactions which are outlawed in Islam. The question was
answered by 45.8 percent of the candidate whereby 64.4 percent scored
from 12 to 19.5 marks, 23.9 percent scored from 7 to 11.5 marks, 11.7
percent scored from 0 to 6.5 marks among whom 1.8 percent scored a 0
mark. The general performance of the question was good because the
performance of the candidates who scored from 7 marks and above was
88.3 percent. Figure 8 below shows the analysis of data on performance
of candidates in percentage.

Scores
B0 -6.5

o7-11.5
w12 -19.5

Figure 8: shows the performance of candidates in percentage

The candidates who scored high marks were able to explain forms of
trade and transactions which are unlawful (haram) and Muslims are not
allowed by Islamic law to conduct them. The forms of trade and
transactions explained by these candidates were: selling of haram
(unlawful) goods; selling unknown commodity or uncertainty; price
manipulation; hoarding; income arising out of prostitution;
interference in the free-market; exploitation and fraud; frequent
swearing; buying stolen property; the prohibition of interests (Ar-Riba)
and sale for differed payment (Hawalah). However their marks ranged
from 12 to 19.5 depending on the clarity of their explanations and
ability to meet the required forms of trade and transactions which are
unlawful (haram) and Muslims are not allowed by Islamic law to
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conduct them. Extract 8.1 below is a sample of a response from a script
of a candidate who performed well in this question.

Extract 8.1
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Extract 8.1 presents a sample of a response from a script of a

candidate who assessed forms of trade and transactions which
outlawed in Islam.

However, the candidates who scored average marks assessed less than
seven forms of trade and transactions which outlawed in Islam. Since
the points given by these candidates were not enough to answer the
question as instructed, so they scored average marks.

The candidates who scored low mark misinterpreted the question. They
explained the conditions of buying and selling of commodities, such as:
to give full measure and weight in justice; the hazard commodities; to
cheat in trading and Pre-negotiation between seller and buyer. Extract
8.2 below shows a sample of the answer which indicates weak
performance.

Extract 8 .2
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Extract 8.2 presents a sample of a response from a script of a
candidate who explained obligations to be observed by a seller
according to the Islamic law instead of assessing forms of trade

and transactions which outlawed in Islam.
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4.0

5.0

THE PERFORMANCE OF CANDIDATES IN DIFFERENT TOPICS

The analysis of the candidates’ responses in each topic shows that the candidates had
a good performance in the topic of Islamic State in Madinah (94%), The Five
Fundamentals of Islam whereby (91.2%), Islamic Way of Life (88.3%), Nations
Mentioned in the Qur’an (73.3%), The Believe in Allah and its Implication (66%),
The Islamic Family Laws (64%) and lastly Rationale of Islam and the Concept of
Worship (62.8%). The reasons which made the candidates to have good performance
in these topics were understanding the demands of the questions and having
knowledge of subject matters.

The candidates performed averagely in Six Pillars of Faith (58.2%), Islamic Legal
Science and Criminal Laws (53.6%), The Islamic State in Caliphate Era (52.1%),
Authenticity of the Holy Qur’an (42.4%), Qur anic Concept of Education (41.6%)
and The Sunnah and Hadith (36.2%). The reasons which made the candidates to
perform averagely in these topics were delivering of fewer points than instructed,
mentioning of correct points without satisfactory explanations and mixing of correct
with incorrect answers.

However, the candidates had poor performance in the topic of Islam in East Africa
(20%). The reasons which made the candidates to have poor performance in this
topic were to answer against the demands of the questions and lack of knowledge of
the topic. The performance of these topics is summarized in the appendix.

CONCLUSION

Generally, the performance of Islamic Knowledge examination for Advanced
Certificate of Secondary Examination (ACSE) 2016 was average. An analysis which
has been conducted in paper 1 and 2 shows that candidates’ performance was good
in paper 2 compared to paper 1.

The candidates with good performance were able to answer the question correctly.
They showed understanding of the task of the questions answered and remembered
the appropriate content needed. They were able to write well organised essay. The
candidates with weak performance provided unsatisfactory answers due to
insufficient knowledge on the topics concerned. Some candidates answered against
the demands of the questions while others showed the understanding of the task of
the questions they answered. These candidates recalled the content required in
answering respective questions but failed to provide satisfactory explanations or
they just mentioned points without explanations as a result, they scored low marks.
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6.0

On top of that, the candidates with weak performance had the problem in expressing
themselves clearly in English Language and sometimes they used Kiswabhili in their
explanations.

RECOMMENDATIONS

In order to improve candidates’ performance in Islamic Knowledge subject, the
following has to be done:

(a)

(b)

(©)

(d)

Teachers should spend more time in imparting knowledge and techniques to
spark students on how to identify the task in a given question. This will help
the candidates to answer according to the demand of question.

The candidates should read carefully the examination question in order to be
in the position of identifying the requirements of the question.

The candidates should improve their English language. Some candidates
seemed to have ideas but fail to answer some questions because they lack
proficiency in English language. Therefore, the candidates should be
encouraged to read various books to enable them to improve their
vocabularies and to be competent in grammar. This will eventually, enable
them to use correct spellings and grammatically correct sentences.

Islamic institutions concerned with the Curriculum and teaching materials,

schools administration and managers should ensure the relevant teaching and
learning material are available and accessible to teachers and students.
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Appendix

The Summary of Candidates Performance in Topic Wise
Number of Percentage of Remarks

verage of 35%
r above

8 Six Pillars of Faith 2 58.2 Average
9 [Islamic Legal Science and Criminal Laws | 1 53.6 Average
10 [The Islamic State in Caliphate Era 2 52.1 Average
11 |Authenticity of the Holy Qur’an 1 42.4 Average
12 |Qur’anic Concept of Education 1 41.6 Average
13 [The Sunnah and Hadith 1 36.2 Average
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