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FOREWORD 

The National Examinations Council of Tanzania is pleased to issue the Candidates’ 

Items Response Analysis Report (CIRA) of the Advanced Certificate of Secondary 

Education Examination (ACSEE) 2017 in 112 History subject.  This report 

provides feedback to students, teachers, parents, policy makers and the public in 

general about the performance of the candidates. 

The Advanced Certificate of Secondary Education Examination marks the end of 

the two years of Advanced Secondary Education.  It is a summative evaluation 

which among other things shows the effectiveness of education system in general 

and education delivery system in particular.  Essentially, candidates’ responses to 

the examination questions is a strong indicator of what the education system was 

able  or unable to offer to the students in their two years of Advanced Secondary 

School education. 

In this report, issues which influenced the candidates to answer the questions 

correctly/incorrectly have been analysed. The analysis shows that higher achievers 

provided appropriate responses since they were able to identify the task of each 

question and had enough knowledge on the subject matter and good masterly of 

English language while the low achievers lacked such qualities. The analysis of 

each question has been done, thus the strengths and weaknesses shown by the 

candidates in answering the questions have been exposed. 
 

The National Examinations Council of Tanzania believes that this feedback will 

enable various education stakeholders to take proper teaching and learning 

interventions so as to enable the students to master the required skills and 

knowledge. 
 

Finally, the Council would like to express its appreciation to all who played a key 

role in the preparation of this report. The Council will appreciate suggestions and 

recommendations on how to improve future CIRA reports. 

 

 
Dr. Charles E. Msonde 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

The ACSEE 2017 History examination paper covered the 2009 Syllabus and 

adhered to the 2011 Examination Format. It consisted of two papers (1 and 2) 

and each paper comprised three (3) sections, namely A, B and C. Section A 

and B each comprised four (4) questions from which the candidates were 

required to choose two (2) questions from each section.  Section C had two (2) 

questions and the candidates were required to choose one (1) question. The 

candidates were required to attempt a total of five (5) questions in each paper 

and every question carried 20 marks. 

 

This report analyses the responses of the 112 History items for the school 

ccandidates who sat for the Advanced Certificate of Secondary Education 

Examination (ACSEE) in 2017. It aims at giving a feedback to the educational 

stakeholders on the performance of the candidates in each question by stating 

what the candidates were required to do in each question, highlighting the 

performance analysis and indicating candidates’ strengths and weaknesses in 

their responses. 

 

A total of 26,015 candidates sat for 112 History paper in 2017 out of which 

25,935 candidates (99.69) passed while 80 candidates (0.31%) failed. This 

shows that the rate of performance in this year has decreased by 0.27 

compared to the 2016 performance in which out of 29,326 candidates who sat 

for that examination, 29,314 candidates (99.96. %) passed and only 12 

candidates (00.4%) failed. 

In this report, the task of each question and the candidates’ strengths and 

weaknesses observed in their responses are analysed. Additionally, the 

samples of good and poor responses have been extracted from the candidates’ 

scripts and presented to illustrate their responses. Finally, the report provides 

the conclusion, recommendations and attachments which show the 

percentages of the candidates who scored 35 percent marks or above in each 

question (7 marks or above) and the trend of performance of topics between 

2016 and 2017. In these attachments, green, yellow and red colours are used 

to show good, average and weak performance, respectively whereby the 

performance of candidates is considered as good if the candidate scores from  
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12 to 20 marks (60% to 100%), average if the candidate scores from 7 - 11.5 

marks (35% to 59%) and weak if the candidate scores from 0 - 6.5 marks (0% 

to 34%). 

It is expected that the report will enable teachers and students to improve the 

teaching and learning process of History subject. 

2.0 ANALYSIS OF THE CANDIDATES’ PERFOMANCE IN EACH 

QUESTION  (PAPER ONE) 

2.1 Question 1 

The question was derived from the topic “Pre-colonial African Societies.” The 

candidates were to examine the influence of Mfecane War in the formation of 

centralized states in Central and East Africa in the 19
th

 Century. It was 

attempted by 13,857 (53.1%) candidates.  The statistical analysis indicates that 

the performance of the candidates in this question was good since only few 

candidates (18%) failed by scoring weak marks (0 - 6.5).The majority of 

candidates (82%) passed after scoring 35 marks or above (7 - 17 marks)  , 67.8 

percent scored average marks (From 7 - 11.5 marks) and 14.2 percent scored 

good marks (12 - 17 marks) as it is shown in Figure 1. 

   

Figure 1: the percentages of the candidates’ scores. 

The scores from 12 - 17 marks comprised of candidates who showed a correct 

interpretation of the question and better conceptualization of Mfecane War 

and its contributions to the state formation. Points like; rise of strong leaders, 

improvement of military tools and tactics, establishment of standing army, 

growth of population and unification of states were clearly elaborated by these 
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candidates. However, the ability to clarify, exhaust the six points and give 

specific examples from the Central and East African regions as the question 

demanded, caused differences in their scores as candidates with relatively 

higher marks in this group managed to strongly explicate their points with 

vivid examples. Extract 1.1 illustrates a well presented essay on this question. 

Extract 1.1 
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In Extract 1.1, the candidate tried to adhere to the questions task though 

with some shortcoming of misplacing examples and grammatical errors in 

his/her essay. 

The answers of the candidates who scored from 7 - 11.5 marks mostly based 

on general ideas of the role of Mfecane War towards the formation of states in 

Africa and thus were not specific on the concerned regions specified in the 

question, that is, Central and East Africa. Therefore, they incorporated 

examples from other regions like South Africa by citing examples of Shaka 

and the Zulu state. The disparity in their scores was due to the extent of 

superficiality in explanations and the extent of meeting the required number of 

points.  

A total of 11 (0.1%) candidates scored zero. Such worse responses were a 

result of both failures to grasp the role of Mfecane in state formation and to 

provide considerable introductions. Surprisingly, most of them diverged from 

the task of the question as they explained the causes of Mfecane. Such 

candidates might have read the question hurriedly, thus failed to grasp its 

specific requirements.  However, the strength commonly observed in the 

responses of the candidates who scored from 0.5 - 1 mark was their ability to 

give meaningful introductions. This was possible to some as Mfecane is a 

known concept to most candidates since it is also covered in the Ordinary 

Level syllabus. However, some candidates who scored from 1.5 - 6.5 marks 

could mention few points with shallow or irrelevant explanations and others 

gave the general factors for state formation in Africa despite the fact that the 

question was too specific on Mfecane and on Central and East Africa. 

Moreover, since state formation is an impact of Mfecane War, it was probably 

hard for some to illustrate how that single impact was responsible for the state 
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formation. Extract 1.2 shows a sample of candidate who gave irrelevant 

answer. 

Extract 1.2 

 

In the Extract 1,2, the candidate tried to give the causes of Mfecane War 

instead of the role of Mfecane War in state formation in Central and East 

Africa. 
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2.2 Question 2 

The question was set from the topic “Africa and Europe in the 15
th

 century.” It 

assigned the candidates to analyse the social impact of trade contacts between 

Europe and Africa in the 15
th

 century by giving three points on each continent. 

It was attempted by 8,723 (33.4%) candidates of which, 33.2 percent of 

candidates scored from 0 - 6.5, 52.9 percent scored from 6.5 - 11.5 and very 

few (13.9%) scored from 12 - 18 marks. Generally, the percentage of the 

candidates who scored 35 percent or more (7 - 18 marks) was 66.8. This 

reveals a good performance in this question.  

 

The candidates who scored from 12 - 18 marks revealed a greater mastery of 

the question and so were able to provide points which based on realistic 

arguments and evidences on historical and current situations. They were able 

to stick to the points by stipulating only the social effects of trade contact on 

Europe and Africa because the topic is very familiar as it incorporates the 

Ordinary level background information. Some impact of such contact is still 

also prevailing, for example development of swahili language with European 

words like the Portuguese words “mvinyo” and “meza” and development of 

towns and cities like Mombasa, Kilwa and Lamu where the remains of 

European involvement like Fort Jesus in Mombasa are still evident.  Basing on 

this experience, points such as depopulation, introduction of European culture 

in Africa like dressing codes and art, and development of swahili language 

were well explained as impact on Africa and points like rise of towns, increase 

of population and the rise of the class of rich people were explained on the 

side of Europe. The variations in their scores were determined by the quality 

of their arguments as those with higher marks had a more articulated 

responses. Extract 2.1 is a sample of a candidate who scored highly in the 

question. 
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Extract 2.1 
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Extract 2.1, is an illustration of a relatively well presented response in this 

question whereby a candidate was able to examine the social 

consequences of the 15
th
 century trade on Africa and Europe. However, 

this candidate failed to appreciate the fact that slaves were mostly 

exported to America and not Europe.  

Furthermore, the scorers of 7 - 11.5 marks understood the demands of the 

question but with some discrepancies. For example, some of them provided 

the effect of the trade contact on Africa exhaustively, but partially on Europe 

while others had insufficient explanations on both sides of the question. Those 

who surpassed others by scoring relatively higher marks in this group 

presented more stronger and accurate arguments than others.  

On the other hand, the lower scores in this question ranged from 0.5 - 6.5 

marks. The candidates in this group provided partial explanations and 

insufficient examples. Others incorporated economic and political effects in 

their responses while others lacked social impact on Europe thus based only 

on Africa but with faint explanations. Unexpectedly, few candidates (0.1%) 

scored a zero mark.  Their responses deviated from the question demand as the 

majority for example, responded on the economic impact and few of them on 



11 

political impact. Extract 2.2 shows a candidate who was not able to abide by 

the question task. 

Extract 2.2 
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The Extract 2.2 is an example of candidates who provided the economic 

impact of the contact rather than the social impact as the question instructed. 
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2.3 Question 3 

The question was derived from topic “People of African Origin in the New 

World.” It required the candidates to explain three prejudices which faced 

people of African origin in the New World and show their three legal 

struggles which brought about equal education. Certainly, this was the least 

attempted and lowly performed question in Section A of this paper as only 

31.3 percent of candidates opted for it with 32.9 percent scoring from 0 - 6.5 

marks, 66.5 percent scoring 7 - 11.5, and very few (0.6%) percent scoring 

from 12 - 17.5 marks. Failure to understand the meaning of the term 

“prejudices” and “legal” on one hand and to pinpoint specific legal struggles 

which brought about equal education for the Blacks in the New World on the 

other hand, dissuaded many candidates from attempting the question. Figure 2 

shows the performance of the candidates in question 3. 

 

Figure 2: The candidates who scored poorly (0 to 6.5), 

averagly (7 to 11.5) and good (12-17.5). 

Good scores of 12 to 17.5 were reached by candidates who possessed greater 

knowledge of the history of the People of African Origin in the New World 

and who understood the requirements of the question. These candidates were 

able to explain the prejudices which Blacks faced in the US, such as poor 

education and health services, poverty, inhabitance separation and being 

treated as foreigners. Moreover, they were able to explain the legal struggles 

in the process of attaining equal education.  Such struggles include the court 

case of Linda Blown against the Board of Education in Topeka, which was 
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charged by The National Association for the Advancement of Coloured 

People (NAACP) which made the supreme court announce in favor of Brown 

to study with whites in the same class, the Little Rock School – Arkansas 

which still segregated black people up to 1956 but in 1957 the supreme court 

ordered the governor to let nine black students attend a white school in Little 

Rock, the Montgomery bus boycott in Alabama in which blacks resisted the 

law which forced them to seat at the back seats of the bus and to surrender 

their seats whenever whites wanted them. Following this boycott, the Supreme 

Court declared Montgomery’s bus law to be illegal in 1956 and the Nashville 

– Tennessee in which 400 teachers wanted to resign following the expelling of 

students who organized seats in the restaurants, libraries and churches, the 

college backed them and that ended segregation and prejudice in schools. 

However, some candidates in this group lacked thorough explanations and 

vivid examples particularly on the legal struggles for equal education. Extract 

3.1 is an example of good responses to this question. 
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Extract 3.1 
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Extract 3.1 shows a part of response of a candidate who exposed some 

prejudices Black people encountered and he/she tried to indicate some legal 

attempts done in some issues.  

Furthermore, most candidates (66.5%) scored marks ranging from 7 - 11.5 

after providing unsatisfactory explanations on either one part or both parts of 

the question. In most cases, such candidates were able to tackle the part of 

prejudices but the second part which demanded specific cases of legal 

struggles challenged them. Moreover, candidates who tried to explain both 

parts failed to exhaust relevant explanations to deserve higher score.  
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Some candidates (32.9%) could not score above 6.5 marks. Among these were 

those who could attain a mark only in the introduction since they were able to 

describe the People of African Origin in the New World but fail to score any 

mark in the main body. Such candidates failed to disclose the meaning of the 

word “prejudices” and “legal”, hence could hardly interpret the question 

correctly. On such basis, these candidates could not ascertain what really the 

question required them to do, so, they mixed-up ideas of different aspects of 

the topic, such as; the methods Blacks used to fight for their rights, problems 

which they faced in the course of their struggles or the achievements they  

attained in  their struggle for equal rights. Others highlighted different 

movements like Pan-Africanism, Back to Africa Movement and Civil Rights 

as the legal struggles which led to equal education. These candidates could 

attain little marks from few correct mentioned points on civil right movements 

that matched with correct responses. However, scorers of a 0 mark, failed to 

give even reasonable introductions. Extract 3.2 is a sample that represents 

candidates who went astray from the requirements of question. 

Extract 3.2 
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In Extract 3.2, the candidate went astray by giving the problems which 

faced African states as the prejudices and in the second part, he/she 

mixed up the ideas in decolonization struggles in Africa and America. 
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2.4 Question 4 

This question demanded the candidates to elaborate four (4) features of 

peasant agriculture and four (4) features of plantation agriculture during 

colonialism. The question was set from the topic “From Colonialism to the 

First World War (1880s – 1914).” A reasonable number of candidates (82.1%) 

attempted this question and the performance was good as 76.4 percent scored 

from 12 - 18.5 marks, 22.4 percent scored from 7 - 11.5 and only 1.2 percent 

scored from 0 - 6.5 marks. The high frequency and good performance can be 

attributed to the familiarity of the topic to the candidates since it is also 

covered in Ordinary Level syllabus. Figure 3 below shows the percentage of 

scores in this question. 

   

Figure 3: The percentages of the candidates who scored poorly 

(0 - 6.5 marks), averagly (7 -11.5marks) and good (12-18.5 

marks). 

The candidates who scored from 11.5 - 18.5 marks showed good essay 

organization by stipulating the four features of each peasant and plantation 

agriculture separately and clearly. Points, such as; it based on small scale 

farming, used simple tools, least capital intensive and low production were 

specified as features of peasant agriculture, while points like foreign 

ownerships, specialization of a single crop, and land alienation featured 

plantation agriculture. The variations of their scores however, were caused by 

the disparities in providing adequate examples, relevant examples and 

organization of their work. Extract 4.1 is an illustration of a candidate who 

responded well in this question. 
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Extract 4.1 
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Extract 4.1 is a representation of candidates who stipulated features of 

both peasant and plantation agriculture during colonial period. 
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The responses of the candidates who scored from 7 - 11.5 marks showed 

varied magnitude of strengths and weaknesses which caused their marks to 

range from 7 - 11.5. They managed to give adequate points on both sides of 

the question but lacked vivid examples in some points. Moreover, language 

barrier hindered some of them to score high marks as their explanations were 

not coherent. Some of them however, could not explicate well some of their 

points and others could not meet the asked number of points. 

 

Very few candidates (5) scored a 0 mark. Such candidates could not provide 

the features of either peasant or plantation agriculture. Some of them for 

example, highlighted the methods used to establish colonial economy other 

than the features. Surprisingly, some candidates interchanged the features by 

relating those of peasant to plantation agriculture and vice versa and likewise 

could not provide meaningful introductions.  

 

However, some candidates could attain few marks by outlining few relevant 

points but fail to elaborate them deeply. Also  there were others who 

explained the required features in line with settler agriculture but attained few 

marks for mentioning the points like massive land alienation and taxation that 

matched with plantation agriculture, others could score at least a mark from 

the introduction by defining peasant or plantation agriculture. These strengths 

and weaknesses made some candidates’ marks to vary from 0.5 - 6.5 

depending on the intensity of correctness. Extract 4.2 exemplifies candidates 

who presented irrelevant responses. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



23 

Extract 4.2  
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Extract 4.2 shows a response from a candidate who performed poorly after 

interchanging features of peasant and plantation agriculture. 

2.5 Question 5 

This question was set from the topic “Colonial Economy and Social Services 

after the Second World War.” The candidates were to analyse six strategies 

that were undertaken by the colonial states to improve agriculture in Africa 

after the Second World War. Majority of the candidates (72.1%) attempted 

this question and the performance was generally good since only 6.5 percent 

scored from 0 - 6.5 marks, 43.2 percent scored from 7 - 11.5 and the majority 

(50.3%) scored good marks (from 12 - 18).  
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The candidates with good marks were familiar with the strategies which were 

employed to improve agriculture in the colonies after the Second World War, 

thus they were in a position of providing logical introductions, realistic details 

on points, such as; introduction of progressive farmers, development schemes 

like destocking and crop cultivation, encouraging marketing boards, 

expansion of transport infrastructures, increase of plantation and settler farms 

and development of State farms with appropriate conclusions. However, not 

all in this range of score had the same degree of point clarification, thus 

shortage of clear example and clarity in some points caused the variations in 

their scores with some scoring better than others. Extract 5.1 exemplifies a 

sample of candidates with a relatively good response. 

Extract 5.1 
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Extract 5.1 is an example of a candidate who was able to abide by the 

question requisite by explaining well the strategies that were used by the 

colonial states to improve agriculture after the Second World War. 

Moreover, candidates who scored from 7 - 11.5 marks provided suitable views 

on the strategies undertaken by colonial states to improve agriculture in Africa 

after the Second World War, but with some restrictions that showed their 

partial knowledge of the subject matter in question. For example, failure to 

provide detailed clarifications in the points given and incorporation of 

examples which were out of context as they involved issues pertaining to the 

period before the Second World War.  The degree of their errors however 

made their scores to range from 7 - 11.5 marks. 

In contrast, the candidates who scored from 0.5 - 6.5 marks portrayed a 

number of pitfalls that include, explaining the strategies that were used by the 

colonial state to improve colonial economy in general. Though others 

managed to stick on agriculture, they did not suffice the required number of 

strategies, and provided trivial explanations on their points. On the other hand, 

the candidates with a 0 mark deviated from the question demands in different 

ways. For example, some dealt with the general strategies that were used to 

establish colonial economy and others explained the impact of colonial 
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agriculture in the colonies. Moreover, some candidates gave the strategies that 

were employed to establish the colonial state. Such candidates must have read 

the question partially or hastily thus put entire attention on the part of the 

question that stated “Analyse six strategies which were undertaken by the 

colonial states,” ignoring “to improve agriculture in Africa after the Second 

World War.”  Extract 5.2 is an example of a candidate who had a completely 

irrelevant answer. 

Extract 5.2 
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In extract 5.2, the candidate tried to explain the methods that were used by 

colonial states to establish colonial economy instead of the strategies that 

were used to improve agriculture after the Second World War. 

2.6 Question 6 

The question was set from the topic “Colonial Economy and Social Services 

after the Second World War.” The candidates were asked to examine two (2) 

roles of colonial trade and show in four points how Africans were affected by 

this trade after the Second World War. Very few candidates (15%) attempted 

this question but the performance was relatively good since only 25.8 percent 

of the candidate had a poor performance (0 - 6.5 marks), 56.9 percent had 

average performance (7 - 11.5 marks) and 17.3 percent had good performance 

(12 - 17 marks).  

 

The candidates who scored from 12 - 17 marks depicted a greater 

understanding of the task of the question and met the asked number of points 

with relevant arguments on both parts of the question. Points such as; to find 

markets for European manufactured goods, to collect raw materials, such as 

cash crops and minerals, and influence and expand money economy were well 
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presented as role of colonial trade. In the second part, points like development 

of towns and cities, such as Dar es Salaam, Nairobi and Lagos, development 

of infrastructure, intermingling of African societies and intensification of 

colonial exploitation were given as effects of colonial trade. However, the 

disparities in their scores were determined by the ability of some candidates to 

give more detailed responses than others. Extract 6.1 is an illustration of a 

good answer in this question. 

Extract 6.1 
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Extract 6.1 shows a part of the  candidate response who managed to deal 

with both parts of the question amicably as he/she stipulated roles of 

colonial trade and show how Africa were affected by that trade. 

The strength and weaknesses of scorers of 7 - 11.5 marks varied; some failed 

to meet the required number of points, others gave partial explanations in 

some points while others could not provide adequate examples to strengthen 

their arguments. The candidates who could meet the required number of 

points and provide fairer arguments outshone others in this group by scoring 

relatively higher marks in this range of score. 

The common traits observed on the responses of scorers of 0.5 - 6.5 marks 

were; shallow explanations with shortage of examples and obtaining a mark 

only on the introductory part of their essays. However, candidates who scored 

a 0 mark could neither provide a meaningful introduction nor outline any 

relevant point. Surprisingly, some responded on the effects of Slave Trade and 

colonialism in Africa as exemplified in extract 6.2. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



33 

Extract 6.2 
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Extract 6.2 indicates a candidate who misconceived the question by 

explaining the effects of slave trade and colonialism in Africa contrary to 

the demands of the question. 

2.7 Question 7 

The question tasked the candidates to show how the consequences of the 

Second World War speeded up Nationalist struggles in Africa by using six 

points. The question was set from the topic “Influence of External Forces, the 

rise of Nationalism and the Struggle for Independence”. This was among the 

highly attempted questions with good scores as 74.8 percent of the candidates 

opted it and only 5.9 percent failed by scoring from 0 - 6.5 marks while 38.4 

scored from 7 - 11.5  and the majority of the candidates (63.7) had good 

performance (scored from 12 - 18.5 marks). The candidates were attracted by 

the question since the World wars are also taught in Ordinary Level thus 

candidates might have widened up their knowledge in the Advanced level 
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syllabus thus become more familiar with the topic. Additionally, the World 

Wars are universally discussed and are featured in many books, documentaries 

and media which candidates might have come across. Figure 4 shows the 

percentage of the candidates’ scores. 

 

Figure 4: The percentages of the candidates’ scores. 

Moreover, the candidates who scored good marks revealed a better mastery of 

the question hence explicated how the consequences of the Second World War 

hastened nationalist struggle in Africa. They were able to give clear arguments 

on how the outcomes of the war triggered off the struggles. Thus points like 

destruction of European economy, expansion of education, formation of the 

UNO, role of ex-soldiers and emergency of the USSR and USA as world 

superpowers were explained with sufficient examples. However, these 

candidates differed in scores as those who attained lower marks in this group 

exhibited some limitations, such as shortage of consistent examples in some of 

their points. Extract 7.1 illustrates a well explained answer in this question. 
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Extract 7.1 
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In Extract 7.1, the candidate revealed possession of enough knowledge as 

he/she related relatively well the consequences of the Second World War with 

Nationalist struggles in Africa. 

The candidates who scored from 7 - 11.5 marks provided some relevant points 

but were somehow inconsistent in their explanations by incorporating some 

irrelevant points and examples. Besides, some could not meet the six points 

due to repetitions of points, for example, the points of the “role of Pan 

Africanism and “influence of the 1945 Manchester conference” were 

explained as different points by some candidates.  
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On the other hand, the scorers of 0.5 - 6.5 marks revealed the following 

disparities in their responses that justified their low scores: While some of the 

candidates failed to give clear introductions, the majority in this group could 

only mention few correct points but failed to enhance them with broad 

relevant details. Likewise, other candidates combined their few correct points 

with incorrect ones. Moreover, only 6 candidates scored a 0 mark. Some of 

these candidates misconceived the term “consequences”, thus responded on 

the causes of the Second World War. Moreover, other candidates must have 

read the question hurriedly or partially thus responded on the socio-economic 

consequences of Second World War probably due to the fact that the question 

statement began as “show how the consequences of the second world war ...” 

Scorers of 0 marks could not even provide a meaningful introduction. Extract 

7.2 reveal one of the poor response in this question. 

Extract 7.2 
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In the Extract 7.2, the candidate diverged from the question requisites as 

he/she explained the impact of the Second World contrary to the demands of 

the question. 
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2.8 Question 8 

The question demanded the candidates to evaluate the role of socialism in 

championing decolonization process in Africa after the Second World War by 

giving six points. This question was derived from the topic “Influence of 

External Forces, the rise of Nationalism and the Struggle for Independence”. 

Only 37.9 percent of the candidates attempted this question of which 8.2 

percent scored from 0 - 6.5, 58.4 percent scored from 7 - 11.5 and 33.4 percent 

scored from 12 - 18 marks. 

 

Possession of greater competence in the subject matter made some candidates 

qualify for higher marks ranging from 12 - 18.  Their responses had more 

relevant points with substantive arguments, logical flow of ideas and 

particular examples on the required points that included provision of moral 

and material support, use of Veto power by socialist states at UNO and 

ideological support. However, some candidates scored higher marks than 

others in the group due to their greater capability of validating their points. 

Extract 8.1 exemplifies a group of candidates who answered the question 

relatively well. 
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Extract 8.1 
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Extract 8.1 indicates a candidate who presented a relatively good response 

as he/she was able to value the role of Socialism in championing ant 

colonial struggles in Africa. 

The candidates whose marks ranged from 7 - 11.5 were able to point out 

correct points but with some constraints like inability to support their points 

with concrete arguments and specific examples to some points and failing to 

meet the six asked points. With such shortcomings, these candidates could not 

exceed 11.5 marks. 

Unlike the two previous groups, the candidates with weak performance went 

off-track by writing irrelevant ideas. For example, some responded on the 

reasons which made the socialist countries’ to support decolonization of 

Africa and others responded on the general factors for decolonization of 

Africa. However, the scorers of a zero mark were very few (4 candidates) 

since apart from providing contrary responses in the main body; many could 

at least score a mark from the introduction by defining either socialism or 

decolonization. In the most cases, the 0.5 - 6.5 scores characterized candidates 

who tried to list down the roles of socialism but failed to disentangle their core 

contribution in facilitating decolonization struggle in Africa. Extract 8.2 

illustrates a poorly presented answer in this question.   
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Extract 8.2 
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In the Extract 8.2, the candidate showed how socialism can improve the 

different sectors of production and lives of the people contrary to the demand 

of the question. 
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2.9 Question 9 

The question required the candidates to discuss six important issues which 

need changes in the 1977 Tanzanian constitution for strengthening Tanzania 

as a democratic society. The question was derived from the topic “Political 

and economic development in Tanzania since independence.” It was expected 

to attract a good number of the candidates putting into consideration that the 

issues of a new constitution were widely discussed in the recent parliamentary 

constitution and are discussed in the mass media regularly. Surprisingly, only 

374 candidates (1.4%) opted for this question with the majority (40.9%) 

scoring weak marks (0 - 6.5), 38.2 percent scoring marks ranging from 7 - 

11.5 and 28.9 percent scoring from 12 - 17 marks.  

 

The candidates with good marks revealed their competence in understanding 

Tanzanian constitutional matters. On such basis, they were able to articulate 

the required six important issues which need changes in the 1977 constitution 

for strengthening democracy in Tanzania. Their good knowledge of the 1977 

constitution enabled them to argue more accurately on points like 

contradictions over the sovereignty of Zanzibar, absence of an independent 

electoral commission, the issue of presidential powers, recognition of the 

Mainland lakes, absence of articles which explains various issues for instance, 

the conditions and procedures of protecting natural environment. Also they 

were able to relate their explanations on the basic issues pertaining to 

historical and current constitutional matters of Tanzania. The disparity in their 

scores was determined by the strength of the points presented and specificity 

of arguments and examples. Extract 9.1 is a sample from one of the candidates 

who understood the demand of the question. 
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Extract 9.1 

 

Extract 9.1 is an example of a part of a relatively good response in this 

question as the candidate was able to show some amendments which have to 

be made in the current constitution. 

The candidates who scored from 7 - 11.5 marks possessed incomplete 

knowledge on constitutional matters of Tanzania and thus could not 

exhaustively lay down the important matters which need changes in the 

current Constitution for strengthening democracy. For that case, they provided 

fairly supported arguments that were curtailed with some limitations, such as 
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poor organization of ideas, shortage of specific information on the 1977 

Tanzanian constitution and failure to relate some of their points to the 

Tanzania context. Moreover, though some had good ideas and specific 

examples, they failed to exhaust the required six points and others related 

some of their points to other constitutions like the 1962 Republican and 1964 

interim Constitutions. 

On the other hand, some candidates (3.7%) scored a 0 mark. Some of these 

candidates relied on different aspects related to Tanzanian constitutional 

changes like significance of constitutional changes in Tanzania or the 

difficulties against efforts of coming up with new constitution. Others 

explained on the different constitutional changes since independence while 

others related the question with the principles of democratic society probably 

due to the fact that the statement (democratic society) appeared in the 

question. Worse enough, these candidates could not provide meaningful 

introductions and conclusions. Nevertheless, candidates with 0.5 and 1 mark 

could only score a mark from the introduction as they could define the 

constitution and/or write about democracy or a democratic society. However, 

in most cases, candidates who scored from 2 - 6.5 marks provided few correct 

points which were insufficiently explained. Extract 9.2 depicts candidates who 

scored a 0 mark. 
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Extract 9.2 
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Extract 9.2 is a sample of the response from the candidate who deviated 

from the question demand by explaining the reasons (according to him/her) 

as to why the constitution should be changed instead of addressing the 

issues which need to be amended in the current constitution. 
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2.10 Question 10  

This question was set from the topic "Political and Economic Development in 

Tanzania since Independence". The candidates were supposed to evaluate six 

challenges to Tanzania’s economic growth. This was a question with the 

highest frequency in this paper as 98.5 of the candidates attempted it and the 

performance was also good since only 1.5 percent of the candidates scored 

weak marks (from 0 -  6.5 marks), 42. 3 scored average marks (from 7 - 11.5) 

and the majority (56.2%) had good performance after scoring from 12 - 18 

marks. The question attracted more candidates due to the fact that the 

challenges encountered by Tanzania’s economic growth are extensively 

known and experienced by many Tanzanians regardless of their status. 

Moreover, the issues pertaining economic growth are interdisciplinary taught 

in other subjects like Geography, Economics and General Studies. Figure 5 

shows the percentage of scores in this question. 

   

Figure 5: The percentages of the candidates who scored poorly 

(0 - 6.5), averagly (7 - 11.5) and good (12-18) marks. 

The candidates with good performance illustrated better awareness of the 

question as they built concrete arguments on the real challenges like; low level 

of technology, natural calamities, corruption and diseases. They based their 

arguments on the historical and current actual evidences to reinforce their 

arguments. However, the strength of arguments of candidates in this range of 

score differed in comprehensiveness causing variations of their scores. A few 

obstructions like insufficient particular examples in some points and poor 

language skills by some candidates denied them higher marks. Extract 10.1 
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demonstrates a candidate who provided a more meaningful response in this 

question. 

Extract 10.1 
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In Extract 10.1, the candidate abided to the question demands by giving 

the challenges to Tanzania’s economic growth.  

The candidates who scored from 7 - 11.5 marks understood the demands of 

question as they provided relevant points. However, some common mistakes 

which were identified in their answers include; provision of insufficient 

explanations and repetition of some points. For example, the point of poor 

linkage between economic sectors was fragmented into points like poor 

agriculture and poor industry by some candidates. The problems mentioned 

were relatively more intense to some candidates, thus led to variations in 

scores. 

Nevertheless, some candidates failed to provide appropriate responses as some 

wrote the attempts undertaken to alleviate the challenges to economic growth 

by providing points like proper budgeting, proper resources utilization and 

education readjustment, others highlighted the solutions that should be taken 

to arrest economic challenges in the country.  The candidates of this kind 

could hardly provide a meaningful introduction and, therefore deserved a 0 

score. The reasons for such divergences were probably failure to 

conceptualize the term “challenges”, since the commonly known term to them 

is “problems.”  On the other hand, candidates whose marks ranged from 01 -

6.5 slightly understood the demands of the question but due to inadequate 

knowledge, they only outlined points with a very minimal explanations and 

lacked specific examples that failed to meet the criteria of better performance.  
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3.0 ANALYSIS OF THE CANDIDATES’ PERFOMANCE IN EACH 

QUESTION    (PAPER TWO) 

3.1 Question 1 

This question was set from the topic “The Rise of Capitalism in Europe.” It 

demanded the candidates to explain six factors which made Britain to adopt 

Enclosure System and discard the Open Field system during the Agrarian 

Revolution. It was attempted by the majority of the candidates (68.5%) of 

which 22.4 percent scored from 0 - 6.5 marks, 68.3 percent scored from 7 - 

11.5 mark, and only 9.3 percent scored from 12 - 16.5 marks.  

 

The candidates who scored good marks were able to elucidate the factors that 

made Britain to adopt Enclosure and abandon the Open Field system, such as; 

demand for more raw materials, population pressure, expansion of science and 

technology, commercial revolution and expansion of towns. The differences in 

their scores depended on the accuracy of their descriptions and specified 

examples in reference to Britain. Extract 1.1 indicates an example of one of 

the candidate who answered this question relatively correctly.  

Extract 1.1 
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Extract 1.1 portrays a response of a candidate who managed to explain 

relatively well the factors for adoption of the Enclosure system. 

Though the candidates with the average score of 7 - 11.5 marks were able to 

correctly interpret the question and point out some correct points, they were 

incapable of scoring higher marks due to lack of thorough explanations and 

scarcity of specific examples on Britain in some of their points.  

On the other hand, candidates whose scores ranged from 1 - 6.5 marks could 

only list a few correct points while others concentrated in showing the 

differences between the Open Field and Enclosure systems. Such candidates 

scored little marks or at least a mark from the introduction. However, 

candidates who scored a 0 mark showed the least understanding or complete 

departure from the question requisite. Their answers were totally inconsistent 

to the Open Field and Enclosure systems or Agrarian Revolution. Extract 1.2 

shows one of the poor responses in this question. 
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Extract 1.2 

  

Extract 1.2 shows a sample of a response from a script of a candidate who 

wrote ideas that relate to the development of capitalism in Europe instead of 

the factors for the transition from Open Field to Enclosure System. 
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3.2 Question 2 

Question two (2) demanded the candidates to show how the growth of the 

Factory System was a catalyst to the rise of workers consciousness in Britain 

in the 18
th

 Century. This question was also set from the topic “The Rise of 

Capitalism in Europe”. It was attempted by only 48.7 percent of the 

candidates whose performance was good since only 14 percent had weak 

performance (0 – 6.5 marks) and the rest passed by scoring from 7 - 11.5 

(65.4%) and from 12 - 18 marks (28.6%). 

 

The scorers of 12 - 18 marks exemplified better understanding of the history 

of the Industrial Revolution from which the Factory System is found. Thus, 

they presented well the six required points showing how the Factory System 

accelerated the rise of workers’ consciousness in Britain by using points like; 

poor working conditions, restrictions of workers’ unions, low wages and long 

working hours. Extract 2.1 is an illustration of such good responses. 
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Extract 2.1 
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Extract 2.1 displays an example of a candidate who managed to show how 

peoples’ discontents in the factory system accelerated the rise of workers’ 

consciousness in Britain. 

 

The responses of candidates with 7 - 11.5 marks embodied some weakness 

that adversely affected their performance. For example, provision of 

insufficient explanations, lack of specific examples to bolster some of their 

points and repetitions of points. The variations in their performance were 

determined by the intensity of their arguments and appropriateness of 

examples given. 
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In contrast to the previous two groups, some candidates scored from 0 - 6.5 

marks. Among these, there were those who diverged from the requirement of 

the question, thus scored a 0 mark. These candidates responded on the factors 

for the rise of Factory System or Early Industrial Revolution in Britain, while 

others diverged their responses on the factors for the rise of working class 

movements, the role of the movements, how the Factory System improved the 

living conditions of workers and the effects of the Industrial Revolution or 

Factory system. Such divergences might have been caused by their failure to 

understand the meaning of the word “accelerated.” The second group 

comprised the candidates who outlined the points, lacked logical arrangement 

of explanations, repeated some points and failed to meet the required number 

of points. Such candidates could attain a mark from the introduction part after 

giving few details about the factory system or attained marks that could not 

exceed 6.5 from the few outlined points or partial explanations on some 

relevant points. Extract 2.2 shows an example of the candidate who provided 

diverse answers. 

 

Extract 2.2 
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In the Extract 2.2, the candidate diverged from the question task by 

explaining ways through which the factory system improved workers 

conditions and the economy. 

3.3 Question 3 

The question required the candidates to examine the effects of the 1789 

French Revolution in the development of Europe by providing six points. It 

was set from the topic “The Rise of Democracy in Europe.”  Majority of the 

candidates (75.7%) attempted this question where by 17.3 percent scored from 

0 - 6.5, 69.3 percent scored from 7 - 11.5 marks and only 13.4 percent scored 

from 12 - 17 marks.  

 

The candidates with good scores (from 11.5 - 17 marks) managed to explain 

the impact of the French Revolution on the development of Europe, whereby 

points like; spread of the human rights principles of equality, liberty and 

fraternity; formation of secular states, national unifications, and abolition of 

slavery were appropriately linked with the development of Europe. However, 

the disparity in their scores was caused by the degree of correctness of 

examples and clarity of explanations that barred some candidates in this group 

to score higher marks than others. Extract 3.1 illustrates a candidate who 

provided a relatively good response. 
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Extract 3.1 
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Extract 3:1 shows the candidate whose answer is displayed, to some extent 

adhered to the task of the question as he/she managed to explain how 

French revolution triggered off European Development. 

Likewise, candidates with marks ranging from 7 - 11.5 illustrated proper 

understanding of the impact of French Revolution to the development of 

Europe though with varying degrees. Some failed to exhaust the six points, 

others included non-factual points and examples and others repeated the 

points, for example, the point of “creation of a secular state was treated 
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differently from “religious freedom” by some candidates. Others referred their 

explanations and examples to France only and not the entire Europe as the 

question demanded.  

The weak scores in this question (1 - 6.5 marks) were due to greater 

misconception of the question demands as some candidates could score a 

mark only from the introduction by describing the French Revolution but 

failed to explain the relevant effects.  Other candidates could only outline a 

few relevant points while others responded on the roles of the revolution to 

development of democracy in France, thus could not reach higher scores. A 

zero score, however, was a result of the total misconception of the question 

demands and failure to provide expressive introductions. The misconceptions 

included giving the causes of the revolution and, amazingly there were few 

cases observed where candidates responded on ideas that are related to other 

revolutions, such as the English Revolution. This can either be attributed to 

lack of knowledge, or probably the candidates read the question hurriedly, 

thus misconceived its demand. Extract 3.2 is a practical example of candidates 

who completely diverge from the task of the question. 
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Extract 3.2 

 



72 

 

Extract 3.2 shows an example of candidates who strayed by explaining the 

factors for the French revolution and mixed the ideas and examples of the 

English Revolution.  
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3.4 Question 4 

The question was composed from the topic “Imperialism and Territorial 

Division of the World.” It instructed the candidates to explain the events that 

led to the Berlin Congress of 1878. This was the least attempted and scored 

question in this paper since only 1,769 (6.8%) candidates opted for it. 

However, the candidates’ performance was good since 27.5 percent scored 

from 0 - 6.5 marks, 54.2 percent scored from 7 - 11.5 marks and 18.3 percent 

scored from 12 - 16.5 marks. Most candidates might have avoided this 

question because the 1878 Berlin Congress is not as common to most 

candidates as the 1884/85 Berlin Conference, and in most cases its reading 

materials are relatively scarce. Moreover, the 1878 congress has no link with 

the Ordinary Level history topics. 

 

The candidates who scored higher marks were able to point-out the correct 

events that included; the signing of the treaty of San Stefano, Russian 

expansionism, the 1878 Russo – Turkish war, the 1854 – 1856 Crimean war 

and the influence of Chancellor Otto Von Bismarck. These candidates were 

able to explain these events, thus produce more genuine arguments on the 

correct points (events). The lesser mistakes shown by some candidates with 

lower scores in the group was shortage of examples in some points and 

presence of few unclear statements in their responses. Extract 4.1 is a good 

illustration of a candidate who had a relatively good response. 
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Extract 4.1 
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The Extract 4.1 is an example of few candidates who portrayed a better 

understanding of the question thus wrote a detailed essay with factual 

examples though he/she explained the events in the form of reasons. 

The responses of candidates who scored from 7 - 11.5 marks revealed 

superficial explanations which could not fully suffice for the good answer.  

These candidates had a clearer picture of the demanded events and thus were 

in the position of giving some stronger explanations. However, the 

explanations had a few shortcomings like scarceness of relevant examples on 

the events, region and countries which were affected by the 1878 Berlin 

Assembly in some points. The magnitude of errors differed among the 

candidates in this group and this is reflected in their range of scores. 

 

Nevertheless, some candidates (8.2%) scored a 0 mark. Among these, many 

inappropriately answered about the Berlin Conference of 1884-85 by 

highlighting events that precipitated for this meeting, such as the rise of 

monopoly capitalism and the territorial disputes among European powers 

scrambling for colonies in Africa.  Others responded on the effects of the 

1884/85, thus provided answers like; division of Africa and settling territorial 

disputes among European powers. Moreover, there were candidates who 

explained the reasons for colonization of Africa. Such candidates lacked 
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knowledge of the 1878 Berlin Congress or hurriedly read the question, thus 

failed to distinguish the congress in question from the 1884/85 Berlin 

Conference. On the other hand, partial explanations, outlining few points, 

false examples in some points, relevant introduction with either partial or 

wrong answers, characterized the responses of the candidates with 0.5 - 6.5 

marks depending on the extent of errors. Extract 4.2 is an example of 

candidates who did not do well in this question. 

Extract 4.2 
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In the Extract 4.2, the candidate tried to give the events that precipitated the 

Berlin Conference of 1884-5 rather than the Berlin Congress of 1878.  

3.5 Question 5 

This question was derived from the topic “The Rise of Dictatorship in 

Germany, Italy and Japan.” It required the candidates to explain six strategies 

that were employed by the Nazi Government to improve Germany economy in 

the 1930s. A total of 33.8 percent of the candidates attempted this question 

and the performance was average since 53.1 percent of the candidates scored 

from 0 - 6.5 marks, 41.6 percent scored from 7 - 11.5 and only 5.3 percent 

scored from 12 - 17 marks as shown in Figure 6. 

   

Figure 6: The percentages of the candidates’ scores. 
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The candidates who scored from 12 - 17 marks were able to pinpoint six 

strategies used by the Nazi government to improve Germany economy in the 

1930s. Points like; encouraging agriculture, introducing vast schemes of 

public works, instructing industrialists what to produce and increasing 

expenditure on armaments were comprehensively explained. However, the 

accuracy of explanations and examples provided in this range of scores 

differed among candidates. This led to deviations of scores among them. 

Extract 5.1 illustrates a candidate who provided a relatively good response in 

this question. 

Extract 5.1 
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Extract 5.1 indicates a candidate who managed to adhere to the question 

demand by revealing the strategies that were employed by the Nazi 

Government to improve Germany economy in the 1930s. 

Moreover, unclear clarifications giving inadequate examples and unsystematic 

presentations that had little consideration that the question was strictly on Nazi 

Germany in 1930s were some of the features observed in the candidates’ 

responses with 7 - 11.5 range of scores though with some variations. The 

candidates with relatively low marks in the group incorporated relevant points 

with some incorrect ones while others just answered in a nutshell. Some could 

mention the economic strategies but failed to show how the strategies 

improved German economy. On the other hand, candidates whose scores were 

relatively higher were able to give more clarified points and examples though 

their responses lacked consistency to deserve more marks. 
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In contrast, candidates who scored from 0.5 - 6.5 marks lacked a number of 

essential elements required for higher marks. Such elements include; good 

introduction, correct points, appropriate explanations and examples and good 

language to express their ideas well.  Those who scored a few marks were able 

to provide mainly the introduction and a few outlined points. Moreover, the 

scorers of 0 went astray as some explained the factors for the rise of Nazism 

while others explained Hitler’s dictatorial regime. Such responses did not 

reflect German economy.  

3.6 Question 6 

This question was derived from the topic “The Rise of Socialism.” The 

candidates were supposed to show how Tanzanians were benefited by a new 

economic strategy which was adopted in 1967. The question attracted 55.8 

percent of all the candidates and its performance was generally good since 

only 11.5 percent scored from 0 - 6.5 marks, 69.8 percent scored from 7 - 11.5 

marks and 18. 7 percent scored from 12 - 17.5 marks.  

The candidates who scored higher marks were able to indentify that the 

strategy adopted in 1967 was the Ujamaa and Self-reliance Policy thus, they 

were able to display factual details basing on historical and current indicators 

of Ujamaa and Self-reliance Strategy in Tanzania. They exhibited points like 

creation of state-owned enterprises, nationalization of means of production, 

provision of free social services and addressing income inequalities. However, 

the levels of correctness of details in their responses varied, thus leading to 

differences in their scores. Extract 6.1 is an illustration of a good response in 

this question. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



83 

Extract 6.1 
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Extract 6.1 shows a sample of a relatively good essay of a candidate who was 

able to realize that the economic strategy of 1967 was Socialism (Ujamaa) 

and Self-reliance and was able to explain the required six benefits of the 

strategy. 
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The candidates whose scores ranged from 7 - 11.5 were not much conversant 

with the Ujamaa policy thus were not specific in their explanations. They 

could not provide clear information and vivid examples on how Tanzanians 

were benefited by this policy.  Other weaknesses in their answers include; 

partial expiations and repetitions of some points. 

On the other hand, the observations made on the essays with marks extending 

from 0.5 - 6.5 revealed that some candidates failed to ascertain that the 

economic strategy adopted in 1967 was the “Ujamaa and Self-reliance.” 

Therefore, some believed that what was asked were the benefits of Education 

for Self-reliance while others responded on the strategies undertaken by 

Tanzania to improve her economy since independence. Hence, the candidates’ 

responses were characterized by guess work. Thus they could only score little 

marks (from 1 - 6.5) from the few points that relate to benefits on Ujamaa in 

Tanzania.  

On the other hand, though some candidates discovered that economic strategy 

asked was Ujamaa, they failed to correctly interpret the question thus gave the 

reasons of initiating the policy instead of the benefits the policy brought to 

Tanzanians. The candidates who scored a 0 mark could not even write a 

meaningful introduction and they provided diverse responses contrary to the 

demand of the question. For example, some explained the benefits of a stable 

economy, others explained on a New  Economic Order which the Third World 

country need in order to prosper their economy and others explained the ways 

through which Tanzania can improve her economy.  Extract 6.2 is a response 

of one of the false answer in this question. 
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Extract 6.2 

 

 

The Extract 6.2 shows a candidate who diverted from the correct answer by 

showing the means that can be used to improve the economy of the country. 
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3.7 Question 7 

The question was derived from the topic “Emergence of USA as a New 

Capitalist Superpower.” In this question, the candidates were supposed to 

show how the United States of America was negatively affected by the 1920s 

Great Boom. The question was attempted by 37 percent of the candidates and 

its performance was average since 45 percent of the candidates scored from 0 

- 6.5 marks, 48.1 percent scored from 7 - 11.5 and only 6.9 percent scored 

from 12 - 17.5 marks as shown in figure 7 below. 

   

Figure 7: The percentages of the candidates’ scores 

 

The candidates who scored from 12 - 17.5 provided relevant points which 

were supported by concrete details and examples. Points like; hostility to 

immigrants, widespread of poverty, fall of the prices of farm produces, decline 

of banks, and the decline of prosperity of Black population were well 

discussed as some of the negative impact of the 1920s Great Boom. However, 

the slight variations in their scores were caused by diverse abilities of the 

candidates in giving some specific examples and comprehensive explanations 

in their points. Extract 7.1 is an example of a good essay presentation in this 

question. 
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Extract 7.1 illustrates a sample of a relatively good response in this question 

whereby the candidate managed to give satisfactory explanations and vivid 

examples on the negative effects of the 1920s boom in USA. 
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The scores from 7 - 11.5 included candidates who provided few points than 

the required six (6), repeated points and failed to provide ample explanations 

which could not capture higher marks. In addition, they lacked some specific 

examples to support their arguments. Alteration of candidates’ scores in this 

group (7 - 11.5) was caused by the extent of the above errors.  

 

Nonetheless, scorers of 0 - 6.5 marks had the following weaknesses: some of 

the candidates with 1 - 6.5 scores could only respond on few points and others 

responded on the general impact of the boom by incorporating the negative 

with the positive ones. Some candidates entirely dealt with other issues like 

the causes of the First World War or impact of the Great Economic 

Depression. This was probably due to the fact that the two phenomena have 

close relations with the Great Boom, that is, while the First World War is a 

cause of the boom, the depression was among its effects. Others gave the 

factors for the ascendency of USA to a supreme capitalist position. All these 

candidates could hardly avoid a 0 mark.  Extract 7.2 demonstrates a candidate 

with irrelevant responses in this question. 
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Extract 7.2 
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Extract 7.2 is an example of candidates who related the Great Boom to the 

factors for the rise of USA to the supreme capitalist position. 
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3.8 Question 8 

The question required the candidates to explain three causes and three 

outcomes of the 1956 Jewish-Arab war (the Suez Canal Crisis). It was set 

from the topic “Threats to the World Peace after the Second World War.”  

Despite its higher frequency (72.7%), the performance was weak since the 

majority of the candidates (70.6%) scored weak marks (from 0 - 6.5 marks) 

and 26.3 percent scored average marks (from 7 - 11.5) while very few 

candidates (3.1%), had good performance (12 - 18.5 marks) as shown in 

Figure 8 below. 

   

Figure 8: The percentages of the candidates’ scores 

 

Poor performance in this question is attributed to unfamiliarity with the topic 

from which the question was extracted because the topic has no link with the 

Ordinary Level topics and; failure of candidates to recognize a specific asked 

war from massive Jewish-Arab wars like the 1948 Liberation War and Yom 

Kippur war. The Jewish-Arab war of 1956 was the Suez Canal Crisis. 

The candidates who scored from 0 - 6.5 marks had the following limitation; 

inability to express themselves well, lack of detailed facts about the Suez 

Canal Crisis thus relied on trial and error and responding on the general 

factors which caused Jewish-Arab crisis. With such weaknesses, candidates of 

this kind could not exceed 6.5 marks. On the other hand, some candidates 

(1.3%) scored a 0 mark because they completely diverged from the question 

demands. Some of them centered their responses entirely on other Jewish-

Arab wars like the Liberation war of 1948 and the Six Day war of 1967. 

Moreover, some candidates responded on the factors for Middle East Crisis 
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and for the creation of the New State of Israel. Worst enough, there were those 

who wrote elements that were completely out of the topic from which the 

question was derived, such as the causes and effects of First or Second World 

War. Extract 8.1 shows part of a candidate’s responses who diverged from the 

requirement of the question.  

Extract 8.1 
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Extract 8.1 exemplifies a category of candidates who went astray by 

presenting the factors for the rise of the Middle East crisis and its impact. 

 

Furthermore, the candidates whose marks ranged from 7 - 11.5 were able to 

recognize that the question was about the Suez Canal War but were liable to 

lower scores because of the inadequate explanations in some points, repetition 

of points, lacking specific examples, unclearly explained points and 

accommodating some points that explains the other wars like the 1948 

Liberation War and Yom Kippur fought between Israel and Arab countries.  

 

The Candidates who scored good marks managed to notice that “the 1956 

Jewish-Arab war” meant the “Suez Canal Crisis of 1956.” They presented 

well organized essays in which they were able to meet the required number of 

points and supported them with factual details and vivid examples on the two 

sides of the question. Points like, Nasser’s aggression, the nationalization of 

the Suez Canal and the influence of the Cold War were well explained as the 
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causes of the war, while points like intensification of liberation struggles, 

Egypt blocked the Suez Canal and Algerians were encouraged to struggle for 

their independence were shown as effects. The variation in their performances 

was determined by the coherence of their responses and the ability to provide 

more vibrant examples. Extract 8.2, portrays a well answered essay.  

Extract 8.2 
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Extract 8.2 shows a sample of a response from a script of a candidate who 

explained relatively well the causes and outcomes of the 1956 Jewish-Arab war. 
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3.9 Question 9 

Question 9 was derived from the topic “Neo-colonialism and the Question of 

Underdevelopment in the Third World Countries.” The candidates were 

supposed to examine six conditions of the Structural Adjustment Programs 

(SAPs) in the developing countries. Bearing in mind that the phenomena of 

Neo-colonialism and SAPs are widely known and discussed with plenty of 

live examples in daily life, the question attracted a good number of candidates 

(79.2%). However, the performance in this question was average since the 

majority of the candidates (47.4%) scored average marks while a relatively 

few candidates (15.7%) and (36.9%) had weak (0 - 6.5 marks) and good (12 - 

18) performance, respectively.  

 

Candidates with good performance were precise in examining the conditions 

of SAPs in the Developing World by raising points like; devaluation of 

currencies, trade liberation, retrenchment and removing price control and state 

subsidies. They provided sound arguments and examples on the Developing 

Countries. They also provided suitable introductions and conclusions to secure 

such high marks. The difference in their scores was an outcome of different 

ability in providing in-depth clarification and relevant examples. Extract 9.1, 

portrays an example of a well answered essay in this question. 
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Extract 9.1 
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105 

 
The Extract 9.1 exemplifies a category of candidates who explained the 

conditions of SAPs in the developing world with relevant examples. 

 

The attributes observed on candidates’ responses with scores from 7 - 11.5 

marks include; presence of some inadequately explained points, mixing the 

conditions with effects and lacking specific examples on some points. Also, 

inability to meet the required six points mostly caused by repetition of some 

points like the point of trade liberalization which was explained differently 

with that of economic liberalization by some candidates attributed to the 
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scores. All these weaknesses reduced the candidates’ marks depending on the 

magnitude of faults. 

On the other hand, the candidates who scored a 0 mark diverged from the 

question demand. Some of them provided the forces behind SAPs and others 

provided irrelevant aspects that did not relate to the SAPs. Nevertheless, 

scorers of marks from 0.5 - 6.5 exposed a number of flaws in their responses. 

For example, failure to give suitable explanations on most of the points, 

including false ideas, partial explanations of some points and provision of 

relevant introduction or conclusion with false explanations in the body. 

Extract 9.2 illustrates a sample of a candidate who performed poorly in this 

question. 

Extract 9.2 
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In Extract 9.2, the candidate relates his/her responses to the benefits of SAPs 

in the developing countries contrary to the requirement of the question. 

3.10 Question 10 

Question 10 was drawn from the topic “Neo-colonialism and the Question of 

Underdevelopment in the Third World Countries.” The candidates were 

required to assess six recommendations of the 1980 Brandt Report on the 

Third World poverty. The question had lower frequency than its counterpart in 

Section C probably due to the fact that the Brandt Report is not as common as 

SAPs and its materials are scarce to many teachers and students. Thus, only 

20.2 percent attempted it and, its performance was not satisfactory since the 

majority (65.5%) scored from 0 - 6.5, 30.4 percent scored from 7 - 11.5 marks 

and only 4.1 percent scored from 12 - 16.5 marks as Figure 9 below shows. 
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Figure 9: The percentages of the candidates’ scores 

 

A total of 97 candidates (0.4%) scored a 0 mark. Such candidates deviated 

from the demands of the question. In most cases, the majority responded on 

the reasons for Third World poverty in general and some highlighted the types 

of poverty which was stipulated in the Brandt Report while others responded 

on the outcomes of either the Brandt Report or the outcomes of the Third 

World poverty. Moreover, some candidates could only outline a few 

recommendations of the report others provided a description of the Brandt 

Report, and some managed to give only a relevant introduction. All these 

could score low marks ranging from 0.5 - 6.5 depending on the intensity of 

discrepancies. Extract 10.1 represents a candidate with a poor response in this 

question. 
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Extract 10.1 
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In the Extract 10.1, the candidate explained the reasons for Third World 

poverty instead of the recommendations of the Brandt Report on the Third 

World Poverty. 
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The scorers of 7 - 11.5 marks raised the required points but provided 

insufficient explanations to justify their arguments. Others integrated the 

recommendation with the reasons and/or impact of the Brandt Report. 

Furthermore, some fragmented some of the points which denied them higher 

scores. Nevertheless, scorers of relatively higher marks in this group exposed 

some capabilities like provision of some specific explanations and examples 

in some of their points. 

Few (4.1%) candidates who scored good marks revealed a better 

understanding of the Brandt Report and its recommendations on the Third 

World poverty. They managed to present well organized essays and meet the 

required number of points which were backed with factual details. Some 

recommendations like; stabilization of price in the Third World countries, 

enabling the Third World to have power in the International Financial 

Institutions, more aids to Third World countries, disarmament, Inter-

government agreements to guarantee fair treatment of migrant workers, 

improvement of agriculture in the South and the control of the population 

growth were exposed. However, the variation of the candidates performances 

was determined by the consistency of their responses and the ability to 

provide more sound examples as shown in one of the candidates’ response in 

extract 10.2. 
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Extract 10.2 
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Extract 10.2 shows a candidate who answered this question relatively well 

by stipulating some of the recommendations which were advanced in the 

Brandt report.  
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4.0 CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

4.1 CONCLUSION 

The analysis of questions made reveal that; all 15 topics were examined in this 

paper. Such topics are:  Pre- Colonial African Societies, Africa and Europe in 

the 15
th

 Century, People of African Origin in the New World, From 

Colonialism to the First World War (1880s – 1914), Colonial Economy and 

Social Services after the Second World War, The Influence of External Forces, 

the Rise of Nationalism and the Struggle for Independence, Political and 

Economic development in Tanzania since Iindependence in Paper One. On the 

other hand, topics in the Paper Two were: The Rise of Capitalism in Europe, 

The Rise of Democracy in Europe, Imperialism and Territorial Division of the 

World, The Rise of Dictatorship in Germany, Italy and Japan, The Rise of 

Socialism, Emergence of USA as a New Capitalist Superpower, Threats to 

World Peace after the Second World War and Neo – Colonialism and the 

Question of Underdevelopment in the Third World Countries. 

 

From the analysis made on individual question, it is evident that the general 

performance of the History candidates in the ACSEE 2017 was good. Most 

candidates answered the questions correctly, hence scored good marks. Of all 

the topics, eleven (11) had good performance whereby the percentage of 

candidates who scored an average of 35 percent or more ranged from 66.8 to 

98.8. Three topics had average performance. Such topics were: The Rise of 

Dictatorships in Germany, Italy and Japan, Emergence of USA as a New 

Capitalist Superpower Neo Colonialism and the Question of 

Underdevelopment in Third World Countries. However, a topic on Threats to 

World Peace after the Second World War had a weak performance. This topic 

has shown weak performance in 2016 and 2017 consecutively. (Appendix A 

shows the performance of all topics). 

 

However, it has been noted that, few candidates with poor quality of responses 

were influenced by a number of factors such as lack of knowledge of the 

concept related to the question, inability to express themselves in English 

language, misinterpretation of some questions and poor transfer of knowledge. 

 

The analysis of the candidates’ performance shows that, there were questions 

which were relatively omitted by the candidates. In paper 1, questions six (6) 

and nine (9) had a relatively low frequencies while in paper 2, questions four 
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(4) and ten (10) were highly omitted. Low frequency in these questions was 

probably caused by total/ partial coverage of the topics concerned. 

 

Comparing the 2016 and 2017, the trend of performance of the topics 

indicates that many topics (9) have maintained their good performance, three 

(3) have dropped to average performance, one has maintained its weak 

performance while two topics were not examined in 2016 but has showed 

good performance in 2017. (See Appendix B). 

 

In order to improve the performance of the prospective candidates, all 

challenges observed in this report should be addressed by all educational 

stakeholders.  

4.2 RECOMMENDATIONS 

Although the general performance of candidates in History in both Paper one 

(112/1) and two (112/2) was good, there were some candidates whose 

performance were not good in some of the questions and there were some 

questions which were omitted. Moreover, the topic on Threats to World Peace 

after the Second World War has proved to be a threat to the candidates since it 

has remained with weak performance. In order to maintain/improve the 

performance in History subject, the examiners suggest the following: 

(a)  Teachers should make sure that all topics are well covered so as to enable 

candidates to acquire the intended knowledge in the syllabus. More 

emphasis should be put in the topic of Threats to World Peace after the 

Second World War, in which candidates had weak performance in 2016 

and 2017.   

 

(b) Students should be encouraged to use English language in their day to day 

communication so as to improve their language proficiency. 

 

(c)  Students should be encouraged to read different sources (books, journals 

and pamphlets) in order to widen their knowledge. 
 

(d) Teachers are advised to guide the students on how to identify the 

task/requirement in a given question. 

 

(e) History seminars should be conducted so as to enable teachers to build the 

capabilities and share experience. 
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Appendix A 

The 2017 Performance of Candidates in each Topic 

 

S/N 

 

Topic 

Number of 

questions 

per topic 

Percentage of 

candidates who 

scored an 

average of 35 

percent or more 

 

Remarks 

1.  
From colonialism to 

the First World War 

(1880s – 1914) 

1 98.8 

Good 

2.  
The Influence of 

External Forces, the 

Rise of Nationalism 

and the Struggle for 

Independence. 

2 92.95 

Good 

3.  
The  Rise of 

Socialism 
1 88.5 

Good 

4.  
Colonial Economy 

and Social Services 

after the Second 

World War. 

2 83.85 

Good 

5.  
The Rise of 

Democracy in 

Europe. 

1 82.7 

Good 

6.  
Pre - Colonial 

African Societies. 
1 82 

Good 

7.  
The Rise of 

Capitalism in 

Europe. 

2 81.8 

Good 

8.  
Political and 

Economic 

Development in 

Tanzania Since 

Independence. 

2 78.8          Good 

9.  
Imperialism and the 

Territorial Division 

of the World. 

1 72.5 

Good 
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S/N 

 

Topic 

Number of 

questions 

per topic 

Percentage of 

candidates who 

scored an 

average of 35 

percent or more 

 

Remarks 

10.  
People of African 

Origin in the New 

World. 

1 67.1 

Good 

11.  
Africa and Europe in 

The 15
th

 Century. 
1 66.8 

Good 

12.  
Neo – Colonialism 

and the Question of 

Underdevelopment 

in Third World 

Countries. 

2 59.4 

Average 

13.  
Emergence of USA 

as a New Capitalist 

Superpower. 

1 55 

Average 

14.  
The Rise of 

Dictatorships in 

Germany, Italy and 

Japan. 

1 46.9 

Average 

15.  
Threats to World 

Peace after the 

Second World War. 

1 29.4 Weak  
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Appendix B 

TRENDS OF CANDIDATES’ PERFOMANCE BETWEEN 2016 AND 2017 

IN EACH TOPIC  

S/N Topic 

2016 2017 

N
u

m
b

er
 o

f 

q
u

es
ti

o
n

s 
p

er
 t

o
p

ic
 

P
er

ce
n

ta
g

e 
o

f 

C
a

n
d

id
a

te
 w

h
o

 

sc
o

re
d

 a
n

 a
v

er
a

g
e 

o
f 

3
5

 p
er

c
en

t 
o

r 
a

b
o
v

e
 

R
em

a
rk

s 

N
u

m
b

er
 o

f 

q
u

es
ti

o
n

s 
p

er
 t

o
p

ic
 

P
er

ce
n

ta
g

e 
o

f 

C
a

n
d

id
a

te
 w

h
o

 

sc
o

re
d

 a
n

 a
v

er
a

g
e 

o
f 

3
5

 p
er

c
en

t 
o

r 
a

b
o
v

e
 

R
em

a
rk

s 

1 
From 

Colonialism 

to the First 

World War 

(1880s – 

1914) 

   1 98.8 Good  

2 
Political and 

Economic 

Development 

in Tanzania 

Since 

Independenc

e. 

2 98.25     Good 2 78.8 Good  

3 
The rise of 

Socialism 
   1 88.5 Good  

4  
The Rise of 

Capitalism in 

Europe. 

2 95.1 

Good 

2 81.8 Good  

5 
Imperialism 

and the 

Territorial 

Division of 

the World. 

1 94.9 

Good 

1 72.5 Good  

6 
Pre - 

Colonial 

African 

Societies. 

2 94.55 

Good 

 

 

1 82 Good  
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S/N 
 

 

 

 

Topic 

2016 2017 

N
u

m
b

er
 o

f 
 

q
u

es
ti

o
n

s 
p

er
 t

o
p

ic
 

P
er

ce
n

ta
g

e 
o

f 

C
a

n
d

id
a

te
 w

h
o
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o

re
d

 a
n

 a
v

er
a

g
e 

o
f 

3
5

 p
er

c
en

t 
o

r 
a

b
o
v

e 

R
em

a
rk

s 

N
u

m
b

er
 o

f 
q

u
e
st

io
n

s 

p
er

 t
o

p
ic

 

P
er

ce
n

ta
g

e 
o

f 

C
a

n
d

id
a

te
 w

h
o

  

sc
o

re
d

 a
n

 a
v

er
a

g
e 

o
f 

3
5

 p
er

c
en

t 
o

r 
a

b
o
v

e 

R
em

a
rk

s 

7 
Colonial 

Economy 

and Social 

Services after 

the Second 

World War. 

2 92.25 

Good 

2 83.85 Good  

8 
People of 

African 

Origin in the 

New World. 

1 91.8 

Good 

1 67.1 Good  

9 
The 

Influence of 

External 

Forces, the 

Rise of 

Nationalism 

and the 

Struggle for 

Independenc

e. 

2 90.95 

Good 

2 92.95 Good  

10 
Neo – 

Colonialism 

and the 

Question of 

Underdevelo

pment in 

Third World 

Countries. 

2 84.25 

Good 

2 59.4 Average  

11 
The Rise of 

Dictatorships 

in Germany, 

Italy and 

Japan. 

2 84.15 

Good 

1 46.9 Average  
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S/N Topic 

2016 2017 

N
u

m
b
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f 
q

u
e
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n

s 

p
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o

p
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P
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n
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C
a

n
d
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h
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o
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d
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n
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v
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a
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e 
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f 

3
5

 p
er
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a

b
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a
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N
u

m
b

er
 o

f 
q

u
e
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s 

p
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 t
o

p
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P
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n
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C
a

n
d
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h
o
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d
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n
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a

g
e 

o
f 

3
5

 p
er

c
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t 
o

r 
a

b
o
v

e 

R
em

a
rk

s 

12 
Africa and 

Europe in 

The 15
th

 

Century. 

1 82.9 

Good 

1 66.8 

Good  

13 
The Rise of 

Democracy 

in Europe. 

1 79.6 

Good 

1 82.7 

Good  

14 
Emergence 

of USA as a 

New 

Capitalist 

Superpower. 

1 72.9 

Good 

1 55 

 

Average  

15 
Threats to 

World Peace 

after the 

Second 

World War. 

1 0.8 Weak  1 29.4 

 

 

Weak  




