
THE NATIONAL EXAMINATIONS COUNCIL OF TANZANIA

CANDIDATES’ ITEM RESPONSE ANALYSIS REPORT
FOR THE ADVANCED CERTIFICATE OF SECONDARY 

EDUCATION EXAMINATION (ACSEE) 2018

112 HISTORY



 

THE NATIONAL EXAMINATIONS COUNCIL OF TANZANIA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CANDIDATES’ ITEM  RESPONSE ANALYSIS 
REPORT FOR THE ADVANCED CERTIFICATE OF 

SECONDARY EDUCATION EXAMINATION  
(ACSEE) 2018 

 

 

 

 

112 HISTORY 

 



ii 

Published by 

The National Examinations Council of Tanzania, 

P.O. Box 2624, 

Dar es Salaam, Tanzania. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

© The National Examinations Council of Tanzania, 2018. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All rights reserved. 

 

 

 



iii 

Table of Contents 

FOREWORD ........................................................................................................... iv 

1.0 INTRODUCTION ......................................................................................... 1 

2.0 ANALYSIS OF THE CANDIDATES’ PERFOMANCE IN EACH 

QUESTION ................................................................................................... 2 

2.1 112/1 HISTORY) ....................................................................................... 2 

2.1.1 Question 1 ............................................................................................... 2 

2.1.2 Question 2 ............................................................................................... 7 

2.1.3 Question 3 ............................................................................................. 14 

2.1.4 Question 4 ............................................................................................. 20 

2.1.5 Question 5 ............................................................................................. 25 

2.1.6 Question 6 ............................................................................................. 30 

2.1.7 Question 7 ............................................................................................. 36 

2.1.8 Question 8 ............................................................................................. 42 

2.1.9 Question 9 ............................................................................................. 49 

2.1.10 Question 10 ....................................................................................... 55 

2.2 112/2 HISTORY ...................................................................................... 66 

2.2.1 Question 1 ............................................................................................. 66 

2.2.2 Question 2 ............................................................................................. 69 

2.2.3 Question 3 ............................................................................................. 74 

2.2.4 Question 4 ............................................................................................. 80 

2.2.5 Question 5 ............................................................................................. 85 

2.2.6 Question 6 ............................................................................................. 88 

2.2.7 Question 7 ............................................................................................. 94 

2.2.8 Question 8 ........................................................................................... 100 

2.2.9 Question 9 ........................................................................................... 104 

2.2.10 Question 10 ..................................................................................... 109 

3.0 CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS ...................................... 113 

3.1 CONCLUSION ...................................................................................... 113 

3.2 RECOMMENDATIONS ....................................................................... 114 

Appendix A ....................................................................................................... 116 

Appendix B ....................................................................................................... 118 

 

 

 



iv 

FOREWORD 

The National Examinations Council of Tanzania is pleased to issue the Candidates’ 

Items Response Analysis Report (CIRA) of the Advanced Certificate of Secondary 

Education Examination (ACSEE) 2018 in 112 History subject.  This report 

provides feedback to students, teachers, parents, policy makers and the public in 

general about the performance of the candidates. 

The Advanced Certificate of Secondary Education Examination marks the end of 

the two years of Advanced Secondary Education.  It is a summative evaluation 

which among other things shows the effectiveness of the education system in 

general and education delivery system in particular.  Essentially, candidates’ 

responses to the examination questions is a strong indicator of what the education 

system was able  or unable to offer to the students in their two years of Advanced 

Secondary School Education. 

In this report, issues which have influenced the candidates to answer the questions 

correctly/incorrectly have been analysed. The analysis shows that high achievers 

provided appropriate responses since they were able to identify the task of each 

question and had enough knowledge on the subject matter and had good mastery of 

English language while the low achievers lacked such qualities. The analysis of 

each question has been done. The strengths and weaknesses shown by the 

candidates in answering the questions have been exposed. 
 

The National Examinations Council of Tanzania believes that this feedback will 

enable various education stakeholders to take proper teaching and learning 

interventions so as to enable the students to master the required skills and 

knowledge. 
 

Finally, the Council would like to express its appreciation to all who played a key 

role in the preparation of this report. The Council will appreciate suggestions and 

recommendations to improve future CIRA reports. 

 

 
Dr. Charles E. Msonde 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

The ACSEE 2018 History examination paper covered the 2009 Syllabus and was 

based on the 2011 Examination Format. It consisted of two papers (1 and 2) and each 

paper comprised three (3) sections; A, B and C. Section A and B each comprised four 

(4) questions from which the candidates were required to choose two (2) questions 

from each section.  Section C had two (2) questions and the candidates were required 

to choose one (1) question. The candidates were required to attempt a total of five (5) 

questions in each paper and every question carried 20 marks. 

 

This report analyses the responses of the 112 History items for the school candidates 

who sat for the Advanced Certificate of Secondary Education Examination (ACSEE) 

in 2018. It aims at giving a feedback to the educational stakeholders on the 

performance of the candidates in each question by stating what the candidates were 

required to do in each question, highlighting the performance analysis and showing 

candidates’ strengths and weaknesses in the responses. 

 

A total of 35,552 candidates sat for 112 History paper in 2018 out of which 34,995 

candidates (99.05) passed while 337 candidates (0.95%) failed. This shows that the 

rate of performance in this year has decreased by 0.64 percent compared to the 2017 

performance in which 25,935 candidates (99.69%) passed and only 80 candidates 

(0.31%) failed. 

In this report, the task for each question and the candidates’ strengths and 

weaknesses observed in their responses are analysed. Additionally, the 

samples of good and poor responses have been extracted from the candidates’ 

scripts and presented to illustrate their responses. Finally, the report provides 

the conclusion, recommendations and attachments which show the percentage 

of the candidates who scored 35 percent marks or above in each question (7 

marks or above) and the trend of performance of topics in 2017 and 2018. In 

these attachments, green, yellow and red colours are used to show good, 

average and weak performance respectively whereby the performance of 

candidates is considered as good if the candidate scores from  

 

12 to 20 marks (60% to 100%), average if the candidate scores from 7 - 11.5 

marks (35% to 59%) and weak if the candidates scored from 0 - 6.5 marks 

(0% to 34%). 

It is expected that the report will enable teachers and students to improve the teaching 

and learning process of History subject. 
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2.0 ANALYSIS OF THE CANDIDATES’ PERFOMANCE IN EACH 

QUESTION  

2.1 112/1 HISTORY 1 

2.1.1 Question 1 

The question was derived from the topic “Pre-colonial African Societies.” The 

candidates were supposed to examine the objectives of pre-colonial education 

in African societies by giving vivid examples. It was attempted by 48.7 percent 

of the candidates. The statistics show that the performance of the candidates in 

this question was generally good as 44.4 percent of the candidates scored from 

12 to 17.5 marks, 50.8 percent scored from 7 to 11.5 marks and the minority 

(4.8%) scored from 0 to 6.5 (where 0.4 percent of these scored zero mark). 

Figure 1 shows the performance of the candidates in the question.  

 

  
 

Figure 1: Performance of the Candidates in Question 1  

  

The candidates who scored from 12 to 17.5 marks were able to examine the 

objectives of pre-colonial education in African societies. They outlined points 

such as; to impart economic skills such as iron working, pottery, basketry 

weaving and fishing; to promote peace; to encourage good relations and 

behaviors; to perpetuate culture of the society by participating and imitating 

traditions and cultural events and to develop personality characteristics so as to 

create effective leadership. Points were well explained and backed up with 
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concrete examples on pre-colonial African setting by these candidates. 

However, the accuracy of explanations and vivid examples among the 

candidates on some points varied leading to variation in their scores (from 12 

to 17.5 marks).  Extract 1.1.1 is an example of good responses to this question. 

Extract 1.1.1 
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Extract 1.1.1 portrays an example of a good answer to this question. 

Though he/she repeated some of the points, the candidate showed great 

ability of explaining the objectives of pre-colonial education. 

The responses of the candidates who scored from 7 to 11.5 marks had featured 

varied strengths and weaknesses which caused their marks not to exceed 11.5. 

Although most of them exhausted the required six points, they did not explain 

well some of their points and they lacked the relevant examples that denote 

pre-colonial African settings. Some of them failed to meet the required number 

of points. Those who exceeded others by scoring relatively high marks in this 

group had stronger responses and relatively accurate examples. 
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Those that scored from 0.5 to 6.5 marks had the following drawbacks that 

included; explaining the strength and weaknesses of pre-colonial education 

hence scoring a few marks from some points that embody some objectives of 

pre-colonial education such as preservation of culture and promotion of good 

morals. Some of them met the required number of points but did not provide 

sufficient explanations required for higher scores. Some only scored a mark 

from the introduction and then diverted their explanations to other irrelevant 

responses such as colonial education. 

 

In this group, very few candidates (0.4%) scored 0 mark. Such candidates 

diverged from the demand of the question, some of them for example, dealt 

with the features of pre-colonial education while others responded to the 

objectives of colonial education. Such candidates must have read the question 

hastily and thus overlooked the term "pre-colonial" or could not differentiate 

between pre-colonial and colonial eras. Generally these candidates failed to 

provide even meaningful introduction thus got zero score. Extract 1.1.2 

exemplifies the candidates who presented irrelevant responses in this question. 

Extract 1.1.2 
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Extract 1.1.2 shows a candidate whose response contains mixed up 

details of the features of pre - colonial and colonial education contrary 

to the demand of the question. 
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2.1.2 Question 2 

The question was set from the topic "Africa and Europe in the 15
th

 century". 

The candidates were supposed to show the developmental variations that arose 

between Africa and Europe from the 15
th

 century onwards. The question was 

attempted by 49 percent of the candidates and the performance was good since 

only 27.1 percent scored from 0 to 6.5 (and only 0.3 percent scored zero mark). 

46.4 percent scored from 7 to 11.5 marks and 26.5 percent scored from 12 to 

17.5 marks. Figure 2 shows the performance of the candidates in the question.  

 

  
Figure 2: performance of the candidates in question 2 

 

Good performance was attained by candidates who made a correct 

interpretation of the question. They adhered to the developmental differences 

which occurred between Africa and Europe from the 15
th

 century onwards 

basing on specific fields, notably; agriculture where they were able to show 

how Europe had made more scientific progress in this field like adoption of 

scientific breeding and beginning of commercial farming contrary to Africa 

where agriculture was mainly for subsistence, marine technology where Europe 

advanced in high sea’s going vessels and marine compass that enabled them to 

circumnavigate the world while Africa had poor sailing vessels such as canoes 

to move to high sea, military technology, in which Europe developed firearms 

while Africa could only make spears, arrows and bows, and industrial 

development in which Europe had taken a step ahead by establishing more 

advanced cottage industries that made relatively better quality goods in large 

quantities than Africa's handcraft industries.  
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In addition, they provided vivid examples of both Europe and Africa. Some of 

them however, could not show clear differences or provide vivid examples, 

thus this caused their marks to vary from 12 to 17.5. Extract 1.2.1 shows a 

correct response of one of the candidates in this question. 

 

Extract 1.2.1 
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Extract 1.2.1 shows a candidate who provided correct arguments to 

justify developmental variations which occurred between Europe and 

Africa from the 15
th
 century onwards in spite of some grammatical 

errors and irrelevant examples. 
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Those that scored from 7 to 11.5 marks portrayed strengths like pointing out 

some clear variations of the developmental aspects of the two continents in the 

15
th

 century onwards. However, the following flaws limited them from scoring 

higher marks; showing  the variations by giving explanations that based on 

either Europe or Africa in some points, repeating some points and providing 

weak arguments on some relevant points. 

 

Most of the candidates who scored from 0.5 to 6.5 marks responded only on 

the level of development reached by either Africa or Europe by the 15
th

 

century. Others simply provided sketchy explanations which lacked factual 

examples. Moreover, other candidates in this category gave the developmental 

aspects of the two continents in separate paragraphs and treated them as 

different points. Others scored a few marks mainly from either the introduction 

or a few facts (outlines) that related to the correct points or both.  

 

Moreover, zero score was a product of a total misinterpretation of the question 

that made some candidates (0.3%) to deviate from the task of the question in a 

number of ways. Among the notable divergences include; explaining the 

factors which created a developmental gap or the effects of the widening gap 

between Europe and Africa and outlining irrelevant responses which are found 

in some historical  aspects that relate to the “widening gap” such as 

mercantilism, colonialism and neo colonialism. Extract 1.2.2 is an illustration 

of the candidates who provided an irrelevant response in this question. 
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Extract 1.2.2 
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Extract 1.2.2 shows a response of one of the candidates who despite 

giving a relevant introduction, he/she responded on the reasons for 

the widening gap between Africa and Europe contrary to the demand 

of the question. 
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2.1.3 Question 3 

The question was composed from the topic "People of African origin in the 

new world." The candidates were supposed to describe the major reasons for 

the rise of Black American Solidarity. It was attempted by 36.6 percent of the 

candidates and the performance of the candidates was generally good since the 

majority of the candidates (55.4%) scored from 7 to 11.5 marks while the 

minority (10.3%) scored from 12 to 16.5 and only 34.3 percent scored from 0 

to 6.5 marks. Figure 3 shows the performance of the candidates in the question.  

 
Figure 3: performance of the candidates in question 3  

 

The good performers exposed relevant points such as the American war of 

independence and American Civil War that raised Black American unity and 

awareness, the rise of independent churches that united Black Americans 

against segregation and oppression, role of Black elites like W. E. B Du Bois 

and Marcus Garvey that raised and spread the ideas of Black solidarity and the 

American constitution that declared all people equal and condemned 

segregation. Besides giving sufficient explanations, these candidates provided 

relevant examples on the Black American Solidarity without incorporating 

ideas of other Black American movements like the Back to Africa Movement 

and Civil Right Movement. However some candidates in this group had some 

few shortcomings like lack of supportive examples and in-depth explanations 

in some of their points which made their scores to vary from 12 to 16.5. Extract 

1.3.1 is an example of a candidate with a relatively good response in this 

question. 



15 

Extract 1.3.1 
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Extract 1.3.1 shows a candidate who provided relevant reasons for the 

rise of Black Solidarity in America. 
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Those that scored marks ranging from 7 to 11.5 understood the demands of the 

question but had answers with aspects that limited their scores in the above 

range. Though some could give the required number of points, they did not 

elaborate them adequately with relevant examples. Others mixed the ideas of 

Black American movements like Pan-African Movement and Back to Africa 

Movement with those of Black American Solidarity. Some of them failed to 

give the six required number of points. Those who had relatively higher scores 

in the group illustrated stronger arguments than others.  

 

In most cases, those that scored from 0.5 to 6.5 marks provided relevant points 

but gave inadequate explanations and false examples. Some of them responded 

to the factors for the rise of Pan-African or Back to African Movements. Some 

gave the objectives of the Black American solidarity hence; these candidates 

scored low marks from either the few points that relate with the factors for the 

rise of Black American Solidarity, the introductory part of the question or both.  

 

Moreover, a few of these candidates (0.2%) scored 0 marks due to failure to 

abide to the question demand. Some of these candidates for example gave 

incorrect answers such as explaining the problems encountered by the Black 

Americans in the New World and others responded on the manifestations of the 

Black Solidarity by mentioning points like Pan-African Movement and Back to 

Africa Movement. Moreover, such candidates failed even to provide a relevant 

introduction. Extract 1.3.2 shows one of the poor responses in this question. 
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Extract 1.3.2 
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Extract 1.3.2 shows a candidate who explained the genesis of the 

People of African Origin in the New World and mixed it up with 

other concepts such as industrial Revolution contrary to the demand 

of the question. 

2.1.4 Question 4 

The question was set from the topic "From Colonialism to the First World War 

(1880 -1914)." The candidates were expected to justify the statement that the 

colonial state is the most violent as it was once remarked by Frantz Fanon. 

Bearing the fact that the question has an Ordinary Level background and taught 

early in Form Five, attracted many candidates (65.6%) and the performance 

was generally good since only 9.5 percent scored from 0 - 6.5 marks, 64.1 

percent scored from 7 to 11.5 and 26.4 percent scored from  12 to 18.5 marks. 

Figure 4 shows the performance of the candidates in the question.  

  

 
Figure 4: performance of the candidates in question 4  
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Candidates who scored from 12 to 18.5 marks illustrated better understanding 

of the colonial state as they were able to portray its violence. They built their 

arguments on the points like; the use of force in the conquering and imposing 

colonial rule whereby African resistances were brutally suppressed, use of 

force in  destroying pre-colonial economies particularly trade and industries, 

use of violence in establishing colonial economy and suppressing African 

demands for independence such as imprisonment of freedom fighters like 

Nelson Mandela and Jomo Kenyatta, assassination of nationalist leaders like 

Edwardo Mondlane and Patrice Lumumba and crushing liberation movements 

like banning  political parties. Extract 1.4.1 provides a vivid example of one of 

the candidates with a relatively good response in this question. 

 

Extract 1.4.1 
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Extract 1.4.1 shows a candidate who justified the violence of the 

colonial states in establishing and maintaining colonialism in Africa. 

 

Although candidates who scored from 7 to 11.5 marks managed to give some 

correct points, some of them failed to clarify them clearly; others failed to 

exhaust the six points required while some repeated some points and thus could 

not exhaustively meet the required number of points. 

 

A few candidates scored from 0.5 to 6.5 marks due to failure to profoundly 

internalize the demands of the question. In most cases, they either outlined or 

fragmented some of the points into several independent points which in real 

sense meant the same. Furthermore, some candidates scored a mark on the 

introductory part only since their responses in the main body were irrelevant. 

 

Those who scored 0 mark (0.03%) diverged from the question demand in 

number of ways such as; giving the factors for colonization, providing the 

objectives of the colonial state, explaining the mechanism of establishing and 

consolidating the colonial state, the nature of the colonial state and the factors 

for the pre-colonial state formations. Furthermore, these candidates could not 

provide a meaningful introduction relating to the colonial state and/or its 

violence nature. Extract 1.4.2 is an example of a candidate who provided 

irrelevant responses to this question. 
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Extract 1.4.2 
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Extract 1.4.2 shows an example of a candidate who illustrated 

relatively well the reasons for the rise of states in pre - colonial Africa 

instead of showing the violence nature of the colonial state. 

2.1.5 Question 5 

The question was set from the topic "Colonial Economy and Social Services 

after the Second World War." Candidates were required to explain six effects 

of colonial education in Africa. This was the most attempted question in paper 

1 since 81.9 percent of the candidates answered it. Moreover, candidates’ 

performance was also good since only 7.9 percent scored from 0 to 6.5, 51.8 

percent scored from 7 to 11.5 marks and 40.3 percent scored from 12 to 18 

marks. The high number of responses and good performance in this question 

was probably due to the fact that the question is from a topic which is also 

taught at Ordinary Level. Hence candidates might have covered it exhaustively 

in Ordinary and Advanced Levels. Figure 5 shows the performance of the 

candidates in the question. 
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Figure 5: performance of the candidates in question 5  

 

Candidates who scored from 12 to 18 marks were able to provide plausible 

explanations with concrete examples in their arguments of points like; creation of 

classes in African societies, destruction of African culture as Africans adopted western 

cultural life, intensification of exploitation by imparting irrelevant skills to Africans, 

regional imbalances as social services were mainly introduced in productive areas and 

non-productive areas were ignored and acceleration of independence struggle in Africa 

as it produced elite nationalist leaders such as J. K Nyerere, Kwame Nkrumah, Jomo 

Kenyatta, Nelson Mandela and Nnandi Azikiwe who championed decolonization 

processes. Variation of scores in this group depended on the degree of strength of the 

candidates’ responses. Extract 1.5.1 represents one of the relatively good responses to 

this question. 
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Extract 1.5.1 
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Extract 1.5.1 is an example of a candidate who explained the 

impact that colonial education had to Africans. 
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Some candidates scored from 7 to 11.5 marks due to varied strengths and weaknesses 

portrayed in their responses. Although most of these candidates provided correct 

points with examples, their responses had some weaknesses such as lack of 

appropriate examples and trivial explanations on some points. Moreover, some of 

them mixed relevant points with some characteristics of colonial education. The 

magnitude of such errors varied among the candidates in this group thus some scored 

better marks than others. 

 

Some candidates scored from 0.5 to 6.5 marks due to weaknesses on their responses. 

Most of these outlined the points but gave no relevant explanations. Moreover, some 

of them misunderstood the question by giving the characteristics of colonial education 

thus, scored some marks on a few relevant concepts. Some of these candidates 

explained on the general changes which took place in colonial economy and social 

services after 1945 but they could score some few marks from the few related concepts 

on the changes of colonial education and its effects. 

 

A few candidates (0.1%) provided incorrect responses thus were prone to a zero score. 

Some responded on the effects of colonial economy. Others explained the effects of 

pre-colonial education. These candidates might have read the question hastily not 

noticing the term "pre-colonial" in the stem of the question. 

2.1.6 Question 6 

The question was derived from the topic "Colonial Economy and Social 

Services after the Second World War." It required the candidates to describe 

the effects of expanding colonial trade after 1945. It was attempted by 41.2 

percent of the candidates. The performance in this question was good since 

only 21.5 percent scored from 0 to 6.5 marks, 56.7 percent scored from 7 to 

11.5 marks and 21.8 percent scored from 12 to 17.5 marks.  Figure 6 shows the 

performance of the candidates in the question  
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Figure 6: performance of the candidates in question 6 

 

Candidates with good performance (from 12 to 17.5 marks) were able to 

explain the impact of expanding colonial trade in Africa by giving points like; 

it influenced the development of transport and communication services, it led 

to expansion of towns, contributed to intensification of exploitation, it led to 

influx of foreigners in Africa for the purpose conducting trade, and it 

contributed to the rise of African commercial class. The candidates also 

provided relevant examples. However, a few from this group could not provide 

sufficient explanations on some points and provide precise examples that relate 

with the relevant period (after 1945) hence, this lowered their marks. Extract 

1.6.1 is an example from a candidate who performed well in this question. 
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Extract 1.6.1 
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Extract 1.6.1 shows a good response from one of the candidates who 

described the effects of expanding colonial trade in Africa after 

1945. 
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Candidates who scored from 7 to 11.5 marks got such scores because some of 

their responses were not clear enough. Although they raised enough points, 

they failed to provide thorough explanations and give relevant examples that 

relate to the period in question. 

 

The candidates who scored from 0.5 to 6.5 marks had several weaknesses in 

their responses such as presenting outlines of points and dwelling on 

knowledge of colonial trade in the period before 1945. The major weakness of 

most candidates in this group was failure to distinguish between the effects of 

colonial economy in general and the effects of expanding colonial trade in 

Africa after 1945. Some of these candidates were able to provide a relevant 

introduction but they gave incorrect explanations such as; the mechanisms that 

were used to introduce colonial trade, changes that were made in colonial trade 

after 1945 and the objectives of colonial trade. 

 

Some candidates (0.1%) failed to provide appropriate responses. Some of these 

provided the strategies that were used to establish colonial economy, that is, 

creation, preservation and destruction or the strategies which were used to 

establish colonial trade.  Moreover, others explained the effects of the Second 

World War. This might have been caused by the candidates’ association of the 

year “1945” in which the Second World War ended with “effects” and “1945” 

in the stem of the question, thus concluded that the question demanded the 

impact of this war. These candidates also failed to provide an appropriate 

introduction hence they got zero mark. Extract 1.6.2 is an example of the 

candidates who failed to attempt this question. 
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Extract 1.6.2 

 

 
Extract 1.6.2 is an example of a candidate who in most cases 

responded on the effects of the Second World War in the world 

contrary to the demand of the question. 
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2.1.7 Question 7 

This question was set from the topic "Influence of External Forces, the Rise of 

Nationalism and the Struggle for Independence." The candidates were 

supposed to substantiate the statement that "The United Nations played a 

significant role towards the development of nationalism and the struggle for 

African independence." Majority of the candidates (52.1%) attempted this 

question. The performance in the question was good since only 28.4 percent of 

the candidates scored from 0 to 6.5 marks, 55.9 percent scored from 7 to 11.5 

and 15.7 percent scored from 12 to 16.5 marks. A number of candidates 

answered the question due to the fact that issues pertaining nationalism are 

known extensively and have been discussed by many historians. Moreover, the 

topic on nationalism is taught in Ordinary Level and students’ understanding 

on this topic is broadened in Advanced Level. Figure 7 shows the performance 

of the candidates in the question. 

 
Figure 7: performance of the candidates in question 7  

 

The candidates with good performance were able to provide relevant 

arguments. Some of relevant points which were pointed out include; the UN 

Charter has a clause on the decolonization that stipulates the right to self-

governance, UN sent  a visiting mission to monitor colonies until they attained 

independence, UN provided a forum in the UN conferences for African 

political leaders to appeal for their rights, UN established of VETO powers that 

enabled permanent member states USA and USSR in particular, to oppose 

colonialism, and UN exerted pressure on the colonial powers to decolonize 

their colonies.  
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These candidates strengthened their arguments with concrete examples of UN's 

involvement in the decolonization of countries like Zimbabwe, Namibia and 

South Africa. Candidates’ scores in this group ranged from 12 to 16.5 marks 

due to variations of impediments among the candidates such as shallow 

explanations and insufficient examples in some points which denied some of 

them to score higher marks. Extract 1.7.1 shows an example of a candidate 

who provided a relatively good response to this question. 

 

Extract 1.7.1 
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Extract 1.7.1 is part of a candidate’s relevant response that gives 

correct explanations on the role of the United Nations towards the 

development of nationalism and the struggle for African independence. 

The candidates who scored from 7 to 11.5 marks recognized the demand of the 

question but had partial knowledge on the role of the UN in the decolonization 

of Africa. The common mistakes in their responses included; provision of 

insufficient explanations and lack of concrete examples of countries where the 

UN attention was intensive. Moreover, some of these candidates had good 

ideas and examples but failed to provide the all six points required, whereas 

other candidates in this category related their points with other factors on the 

development of nationalism and the struggle for independence in Africa. 
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The responses of the candidates who scored from 0.5 to 6.5 marks had several 

weaknesses. Some of these candidates failed to give a clear introduction.  The 

majority of candidates in this group could only mention a few correct points 

but fail to enrich them with extensive details. Some of these candidates 

combined a few correct points with incorrect details. The prominent incorrect 

point given in these candidates’ responses was the role of superpowers as 

candidates highlighted points like provision of material support and 

intensification of the Cold War. Such candidates probably believed that it was 

the UN which extended help to African liberation struggles through the 

superpowers. 

Some candidates (0.5%) scored 0 mark due to the following reasons; some of 

these wrote the general factors for the development of nationalism and the 

struggle for African independence by explaining points like the role of USA 

and USSR, the role of ex-soldiers, the role of Bandung Conference, impact of 

the Second World War, impact of Pan-African Movement and the 1919 

Versailles Treaty. Furthermore, some of these candidates explained the role of 

OAU in the decolonization process of Africa. Candidates in this group also did 

not provide a meaningful introduction. Extract 1.7.2 is an example of poor 

responses from these candidates. 
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Extract 1.7.2 
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Extract 1.7.2 shows a response from a candidate who explained the 

role of the USA and USSR in the decolonization process of Africa as 

opposed to the demand of the question. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



42 

2.1.8 Question 8 

This question was set from the topic "Influence of External Forces and the Rise 

of Nationalism and the Struggle for Independence." The candidates were 

required to defy the statement that "Had it not been the role of capitalist and 

socialist antagonism (Cold War), African countries would not have been 

conscious of their self-rule. This was a question that was done by very few 

candidates as only 24.6 percent of candidates attempted it. The general 

performance in this question was average. The majority of candidates (51.1%) 

scored from 0 to 6.5 marks. A few of the candidates (19.8%) scored from 7 to 

11.5 likewise, 29.1 percent scored from 12 to 18 marks. Many candidates failed 

to interpret the phrase in the question thus failed to understand that "capitalist 

and socialist antagonism" implied the "Cold War" and "conscious of their self-

rule" implied "awareness for their independence."  Figure 8 shows the 

performance of the candidates in the question. 

                                        

 
Figure 8: performance of the candidates in question 8  

 

The candidates who had a correct understanding of the question were able to 

score from 12 to 18 marks. Such candidates understood the contribution of the 

Cold War in the decolonization process but argued against the phrase in the 

question by highlighting other factors which played a similar role in 

accelerating nationalist movements in Africa. They were able to provide 

correct arguments on points like; colonial intensive exploitation, role of ex-

soldiers, the impact of the second world war, the Italo-Ethiopian war of 1935, 

the role of Pan-Africanism and the independence of India and Burma. 

However, these candidates differed in scores as those who scored lower marks 

in this group had some limitations such as partial elaborations and shortage of 

vivid examples in some of their points. Extract 1.8.1 shows a relatively good 

response to in this question from one of the candidates. 
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Extract 1.8.1 
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Extract 1.8.1 is an example from a candidate who understood the 

demand of the question thus explained other factors that played a key 

role in the decolonization process. 
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The responses of the candidates who scored from 7 to 11.5 marks had some 

weaknesses. For example, some of the candidates’ points contained the role of 

the Cold War in decolonization processes and other factors for the development 

of nationalism in Africa. Another common mistake identified in their answers 

was provision of insufficient explanations and examples in some points.  

The candidates who scored from 0.5 to 6.5 marks also portrayed several 

weaknesses. Some showed the role of the USA and the USSR in the liberation 

process of Africa together with other relevant points while others explained the 

role of capitalist and socialist antagonism (Cold War) in the development of 

African nationalism and struggle for independence. These candidates could 

only score a mark from the introduction. 

 

The candidates that scored 0 mark (13.1%) did not understand the question. 

Some of these candidates tried to give either the reasons or the effects of the 

Cold War. Some of these candidates explained about manifestations of the 

Cold War and the role of the Cold War in the rise of African nationalism such 

as the provision of military support to freedom fighters and the provision of 

financial support. Other candidates in this category highlighted the means 

through which the superpowers assisted the African countries in their struggle 

for independence. Extract 1.8.2 shows one of the responses from the candidate 

illustrating the misunderstanding they had in answering this question. 
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Extract 1.8.2 
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Extract 1.8.2, shows a response from a candidate who went astray by 

explaining the role of the superpowers in the decolonization of Africa.    
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2.1.9 Question 9 

The question was derived from the topic "Political and Economic Development 

in Tanzania since Independence." It required candidates to analyse the impact 

of industrial backwardness in Tanzania. Most candidates (60.9%) attempted 

this question. The candidates’ performance was good since only 9.4 percent 

scored from 0 to 6.5 marks, 58.5 percent scored from 7 to 11.5 marks and 32.1 

percent scored from 12 to 17.5 marks. Figure 9 shows the performance of the 

candidates in the question  

 

 
Figure 9: performance of the candidates in question 9  

 

Those with good performance showed their competences by understanding that 

industrial development is a prerequisite for economic development. They 

raised and analysed the effects of the failure of industrial development citing 

vivid examples in Tanzania. Some of the points raised included; 

unemployment, stagnation of other sectors like trade and agriculture, poor 

provision of social and physical infrastructure, dependence on foreign aid and 

explosion of social evils. Candidates were able to relate these effects with the 

modest economic growth in Tanzania. Extract 1.9.1 shows a relatively good 

response to this question. 
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Extract 1.9.1 
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Extract 1.9.1 shows one of the candidates’ responses that explains 

the effects of industrial backwardness in Tanzania.   

The candidates who scored from 7 to 11.5 marks had partial knowledge on the 

industrial backwardness in Tanzania and its effects. Although some raised 

some correct points, they failed to provide thorough explanations and relevant 

examples in the Tanzanian setting. Furthermore, some candidates mixed the 

effects of industrial backwardness with some causes of industrial backwardness 

in Tanzania.  
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Candidates who scored from 0.5 to 6.5 marks had a poor understanding of the 

impact of industrial backwardness in the country. Despite providing a relevant 

introduction, some of them explained the reasons for industrial backwardness 

in Tanzania. Such responses got a mark from the introductory part. Generally, 

the majority in this group provided insufficient explanations and lacked vivid 

examples from Tanzania. 

Unfortunately some candidates (0.6%) scored  0 mark as they diverged totally 

from the demand of the question. some of these candidates explained the 

causes of industrial backwardness in the country and others analysed the causes 

of poverty in general. Furthermore, some of these candidates gave the benefits 

of industrial development in the country by providing points like; growth of 

some cities, increase of government revenue and creation of employment 

opportunities. Extract 1.9.2 and 1.9.3 are illustrations of the responses from 

candidates who deviated from the demand of the question.  

Extract 1.9.2 
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Extract 1.9.2 shows a response from a candidate who explained 

the effects of industrial progress instead of the effects of industrial 

backwardness in Tanzania. 
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Extract 1.9.3 
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Extract 1.9.3 shows a response from a candidate who gave reasons for industrial 

backwardness in Tanzania instead of the effects of industrial backwardness. 

2.1.10 Question 10  

The question was derived from the topic “Political and Economic Development 

in Tanzania since Independence." In this question, candidates were required to 

give the reasons as to why Tanzania continued to have modest economic 

growth in spite of receiving aid from donor countries in the 1970's. The 

question was attempted by only 39 percent of the candidates. However, the 

performance of the candidates was good since only 7.9 percent failed by 

scoring from 0 to 6.5 marks, 49 percent scored from 7 to 11.5 marks and the 

majority (43.1%) percent scored from 12 to 18.5 marks. Figure 10 shows the 

performance of the candidates in the question  
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Figure10: performance of the candidates in question 10  

 

The candidates who scored from 12 to 18.5 marks were able to explain various 

issues which have been hindering development in the country despite receiving 

aid from donors. These candidates gave on reasons like; prolonged drought of 

1973-4 which forced the country to spend its foreign reserves on importing 

food, corruption due to embezzlement of public funds by the state officials, the 

oil crisis of 1973 where OPEC increased prices for western countries due to 

their support to Israel in its conflict with the Arab world and the 1978-9 Kagera 

war that depleted national resources. They also provided specific and vivid 

examples that Tanzania has experienced from the 1970's. Extract 1.10.1 is an 

example of a response from one of the candidates who provided a relatively 

good response to this question. 
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Extract 1.10.1 
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Extract 1.10.1 shows a candidate who was able to show various hurdles to 

development in Tanzania in spite of receiving aid from donors. 

 

The candidates whose marks ranged from 7 to 11.5 had inadequate knowledge 

on the developmental impediments in Tanzania. Thus they did not provide 

detailed accounts. Although their responses were relevant, their explanations 

were partial. 

 

Candidates who scored from 0.5 to 6.5 marks mostly provided outlines and 

lacked specific examples. Some of them concentrated only on the role of 

foreign aid in slowing economic growth in Tanzania. Some other candidates in 

this category gave the effects of the social – economic challenges that Tanzania 

faced in the 1970's like destruction of infrastructure, loss of lives, due to the 

Kagera war, shortage of food without connecting such effects with the modest 

economic development in Tanzania. There were also a few others who 

provided relevant introduction but went astray in the content of the main 

response.  

The candidates who scored 0 mark (0.4%) provided irrelevant responses. Some 

for example, gave solutions for economic problems in Tanzania by explaining 

points like eradication of poverty and disease.  Some of these candidates gave 

the achievements the country has made in social, economic and political arena 

like provision of better social services and improvement of industries.  Others 

elaborated the mechanisms for improving the Tanzanian economy.  Extract 



62 

1.10.2 and 1.10.3 show responses of the candidates who provided irrelevant 

responses to the question.  

Extract 1.10.2 
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Extract 1.10.2 shows a response from a candidate who explained 

the economic and social progress in Tanzania contrary to the 

question demand. 
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Extract 1.10.3 
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Extract 1.10.3 illustrates a response from a candidate who showed the 

mechanisms that can be used to improve the economic situation in 

Tanzania contrary to demand of the question. 
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2.2 112/2 HISTORY  

2.2.1 Question 1 

The question was set from the topic "The Rise of Capitalism in Europe" The 

candidates were required to explain the conditions which forced European 

merchants to enslave Africans in the New World during mercantile period. A 

reasonably good number of candidates (48.8%) attempted this question. The 

performance in this question was good since only 11.4 percent failed by 

scoring from 0 to 6.5 marks whereas the rest passed by scoring from 7 to 11.5 

marks (47.5%) and from 12 to 18.5 marks (41.1%). Figure 11 shows the 

performance of the candidates in the question  

 

 
Figure 11: performance of the candidates in question 1  

 

Candidates who scored from 12 to 17.5 highlighted correct points like; 

shortage of labour power due to low population in Europe which was reduced 

by the Bubonic Plague (1348-50), expansion of plantations and mines which 

demanded extra labour, guilty consciousness of enslaving fellow Europeans, 

cheapness of African slaves and unreliability of Red Indians and European 

indentured labourers who unlike Africans, were affected by tropical diseases. 

Moreover, these candidates provided a meaningful introduction and 

conclusion. The difference in their scores was determined by their varied 

ability to provide in-depth clarifications. Extract 2.1.1 shows an example of a 

relatively well answered response to this question. 
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Extract 2.1.1 
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Extract 2.1.1 shows an example from a candidate who was able to 

elucidate the conditions which forced Europeans to enslave 

Africans during the merchant period. 
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The responses of candidates who scored from 7 to 11.5 marks had unclear 

clarifications of the points, inadequate examples and unsystematic 

presentations of ideas. Most of these presented a number of required points but 

provided incomplete explanations to justify some of the arguments. Some of 

these candidates split some of the main points into several sub points which in 

the real sense meant the same. Candidates who scored relatively higher marks 

in this category provided more detailed explanations on some of the points. 

The candidates who scored from 0.5 to 6.5 marks had the following problems; 

inability to express themselves well, lack of detailed facts about the mercantile 

era and the enslavement of Africans and provision of false examples. In some 

cases, some of these candidates could score a mark from the introductory part 

only. 

A few candidates (0.5%) scored 0 mark because they completely diverged from 

the requirement of the question. Some of these concentrated on showing the 

problems which African slaves encountered in the New World while others 

focused on the effect of mercantilism to Africa and others centered their 

discussion on the abolition of slave trade. 

2.2.2 Question 2 

This question required the candidates to show how Africa was affected by the 

trade relations with America and Europe in the 15
th

 century onwards. The 

question was derived from the topic "The Rise of Capitalism in Europe." 

Nearly a half of all the candidates who sat for this paper (46.1%) attempted this 

question. The performance in this question was generally good since the 

majority (58.1%) scored from 12 to 17.5 marks, 37.1 percent scored from 7 to 

11.5 marks while only 4.8 percent failed by scoring from 0 to 6.5 marks. Figure 

12 shows the performance of the candidates in the question  
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Figure 12: performance of the candidates in question 2  

 

The candidates with good performance were able to understand the question. 

They showed that the trade relation that involved Africa, America and Europe 

in the 15
th

 century was the Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade. Moreover, they were 

able to illustrate knowledge of its effects using vivid examples and by 

providing concrete arguments on points like; depopulation, social unrest, 

insecurity and uncertainty, downfall of great states such as Oyo, famine, 

exploitation of resources, rise of trading state such as Bony and separation of 

families. However, the arguments of the candidates differed in detail hence 

their scores ranged from 12 to 17.5. Extract 2.2.1 illustrates an example from 

one of the candidates who provided a meaningful response to this question. 
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Extract 2.2.1 
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Extract 2.2.1 indicates a response from a candidate who was able to 

show how Africans were affected by the trade relations with Europe 

and America in the 15
th
 century. 

The candidates who scored from 7 to 11.5 marks understood the demand of the 

question and provided some relevant points by using examples. However, some 

errors were identified in their responses. Such errors included; partial 

elaboration of relevant points, lack of vivid examples and repetition of some 

points. The point of "depopulation" for example was split into sub-points like 

“exportation of slaves from Africa" and "loss of lives." Although such points 

were treated separately by some candidates, in the real sense they had the same 
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impact (depopulation). Those who had better presentations scored more marks 

than others. 

Candidates who scored from 0.5 to 6.5 marks portrayed the following mistakes; 

failure to meet the required number of points, repetition of points, shallow 

explanations and provision of irrelevant examples on some points. Marks 

varied depending on the number of mistakes. However, some candidates 

(0.1%) did not understand the question. For example, some gave the features of 

mercantilism while others had their responses centered on Trans-Saharan 

Trade. 

2.2.3 Question 3 

This question required the candidates to explain the causes of the 1789 French 

Revolution. It was set from the topic "The Rise of Democracy in Europe." 

Majority of the candidates (77.4%) attempted this question. The performance 

in the question was also good as 56.5 percent scored good marks (from 12 to 

19) and very few (4%) failed by scoring from 0 to 6.5 marks while 39.5 percent 

of the candidates had their marks ranging from 7 to 11.5. Figure 13 shows the 

performance of the candidates in the question.  

 

Figure 13: performance of the candidates in question 3   
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The candidates who scored from 12 to 19 marks were conversant with the 1789 

French Revolution and thus explained its causes easily. Some of the sound 

arguments presented included; autocratic rule of King Louis XVI, stratification 

of the French society, the influence of the English Glorious Revolution of 

1689, the impact of the American Revolution of 1776 - 1783 in which the 

French participated against the British colonizers and the role of French 

philosophers like Voltaire and Rousseau who influenced the French masses 

against the old French Regime. These candidates in most cases managed to 

meet the required number of points. The disparity in their scores was 

determined by the appropriateness of explanations and examples that made 

some candidates to score higher marks than others. Extract 2.3.1 demonstrates 

good responses to this question. 

Extract 2.3.1 
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Extract 2.3.1 gives an example of a response from the candidate who 

elaborated the root causes of the 1789 revolution in France. 

The responses of the candidates who scored from 7 to 11.5 marks had correct 

explanations in varying degrees. Some of the candidates failed to exhaust the 

required number of points; others provided false examples from other 

revolutions especially the English Revolution by naming English monarchs like 

King Charles I and Kings James II who were responsible for the English 

Puritan and Glorious revolutions respectively. Others also mixed some relevant 

points with explanations of the 1848 Revolutions in Europe.  

The responses of the candidates who scored from 0 to 6.5 marks varied in 

weaknesses. Some of the candidates in this category mixed their answers with 

the causes of other revolutions like the Chinese and Russian revolution; some 

provided partial explanations on the few correct points they gave while others 
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scored a mark from the introduction only after giving the relevant description 

of the French Revolution. Moreover, some of these (0.1%) misinterpreted the 

question thus did not score any mark in this question.  Among these were 

candidates who either explained the causes of the English Revolution (1640s - 

1680s) or the 1848 Revolutions. Extract 2.3.2 is an example from the 

candidates who deviated from the question demand. 

Extract 2.3.2 

 

Extract 2.3.2 shows a response of a candidate who tried to show various 

revolutions that occurred in Europe instead of explaining the reasons for 

the 1789 revolution in France. 



80 

2.2.4 Question 4 

The question was set from the topic "Imperialism and the Territorial Division 

of the World." The candidates were required to explain in detail the reasons 

that propelled the unification of Italian states by 1870. Very few candidates 

(27.6%) attempted this question. However, the performance in the question was 

relatively good as only 10.8 percent of the candidates had poor performance (0 

to 6.5 marks) while the rest passed by scoring from 7 to 11.5 marks (46.8%) 

and 12 to 17 marks (42.4%). Figure 14 shows the performance of the 

candidates in the question.  

 

 
Figure 14: performance of the candidates in question 4  

 

The candidates who were conversant with Italian Unification managed to score 

from 12 to 17 marks. Such candidates expounded on points like: the role 

played by leaders like Camilo de Cavour, the influence of Italian philosophers, 

writer and lecturers and the role of foreign assistance. These candidates also 

managed to provide relevant examples on the Italian unification. However, the 

ability of giving detailed explanations and vivid examples differed among these 

candidates. Thus some scored better than others. Extract 2.4.1 shows an 

example from a candidate who performed well in this question. 
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Extract 2.4.1 
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Extract 2.4.1 illustrates an essay of a candidate who was able to explain 

the factors that facilitated the unification of Italy.  

Candidates who scored from 7 to 11.5 marks understood the demand of the 

question although they lacked some detailed explanations that would have 

helped them to present better answers. Some of their mistakes included; failure 

to exhaust the required six points, provision of shallow details and 

incorporating ideas of the German unification in some of their points. 

 

The responses of the candidates who scored from 0 to 6.5 marks had ample 

mistakes; some confused the Italian Unification with German Unification and 
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score few marks from crosscutting points. Some provided superficial 

explanations that lacked appropriate examples. Others gave relevant 

explanations on the introductory part of their essays but provided irrelevant 

responses in the main body. Whereas, candidates who scored 0 mark (0.1%), 

neither provided a meaningful introduction nor outlined any relevant points. 

These included candidates who gave the obstacles or the effects of either the 

Italian Unification or the German Unification which was not part of the 

question. It is noted that such candidates were not conversant with the history 

of the Italian Unification. Extract 2.4.2 gives an example from the candidates 

who responded incorrectly.  

Extract 2.4.2 
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Extract 2.4.2 shows a response from a candidate who misconceived the 

question by providing the obstacles that delayed the unification of Italy.  
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2.2.5 Question 5 

This question required the candidates to examine the foreign policies of Italy, 

Germany and Japan between the First and Second World Wars. It was derived 

from the topic “The Rise of Dictatorship in Germany, Italy and Japan.” The 

question was done by very few candidates since only 10.6 percent of the 

candidates attempted it. The performance in this question was relatively low 

compared to other questions in this subject. Very few candidates (9.6%) scored 

high marks (from 12 to 17.5) and 34.8 percent scored from 7 to 11.5 marks 

while the majority (55.6%) failed by scoring from 0 to 6.5 marks whereby 2.3 

percent scored 0 mark. Figure 15 shows the performance of the candidates in 

the question. 

  

Figure 15: performance of the candidates in question 5 

 

The candidates with good performance were able to explain the foreign policies 

in these dictatorship states during the inter-war period. The candidates gave 

points such as expansionist policies, signing treaties, reclaiming lost territories 

and ambition of creating strong empires. However, due to lack of thorough 

explanations and examples in some points, the candidates’ scores varied from 

12 to 17.5 marks.  

Candidates with average performance scored from 7 to 11.5 marks. Their 

responses had various strengths and weaknesses. Most of them didn’t exhaust 

the required six points, some provided partial details and others lacked relevant 

examples on the foreign policies of the countries concerned.  

Candidates who scored from 0 to 6.5 marks had several weaknesses. Some of 

them explained on the characteristics of dictatorship such as expansionism and 

ant communism which to some extent correlated with the foreign policies of 

the respective countries while others provided scanty explanations. Moreover, 
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some of these candidates either gave the reasons for the rise of the dictatorship 

systems in Italy, Germany and Japan or centered their response on the effects 

of the dictatorship system. These candidates however scored a mark from the 

introduction in which they provided relevant explanations on dictatorship.   

Some candidates in this category (2.3%) scored 0 mark because of some of the 

above weaknesses and failure to provide a relevant introduction. Some of these 

candidates deviated completely from the issue of dictatorship. They explained 

the causes or effects of the First/Second World Wars. Extract 2.5.1 is an 

example of irrelevant responses from a candidate to this question. 

 

Extract 2.5.1 
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Extract 2.5.1 is an example of a response from a candidate who gave 

mixed up ideas that related with the rise of dictatorship, outbreak of the 

World War I and others issues.  
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2.2.6 Question 6 

The question was derived from the topic "The Rise of Socialism." It required 

the candidates to describe the causes of the 1949 Chinese Revolution. It was 

attempted by majority of the candidates (66.2%). The general performance in 

this question was good because very few candidates (6.1%) scored from 0 to 

6.5 marks, 45.3 percent scored from 7 to 11.5 marks and the majority (48.6%) 

scored from 12 to 19.5 marks. Figure 16 shows the performance of the 

candidates in the question  

 

 
Figure 16: performance of the candidates in question 6.  

 

Candidates with good performance were able to describe in detail the causes of 

the revolution by providing points like; the weaknesses of Kuomintang 

Government, the poverty, the influence of the 1917 Russian Socialist 

Revolution, corruption and the role of Mao Tse Tung. Along with good 

explanations they gave relevant examples to clarify their points. Their marks 

ranged from 12 to 19.5 depending on the strength of the arguments among the 

candidates. Extract 2.6.1 is an example of a relatively good response to this 

question. 
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Extract 2.6.1 
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Extract 2.6.1 shows one of the responses from a candidate who was 

able to describe the causes of the Chinese Revolution although some of 

his/her examples were false.  

 

The candidates who scored from 7 to 11.5 marks understood the demand of the 

question hence explained their points with examples but they lacked details in 

their responses. Some other candidates in this category mixed their responses 

with examples from other socialist revolutions especially the 1917 Russian 

Revolution. The variation in strengths and weaknesses of the candidates’ 

responses caused their marks to vary.  

 

Candidates who scored from 0.5 to 6.5 marks outlined their points with scanty 

details and lacked precise examples. Some other candidates in this category 

wrote irrelevant issues on the Chinese Revolution and thus scored a mark from 

the introduction only. Some candidates (0.2%) scored 0 mark since their 

responses were not connected to the Chinese Revolution, for instance, some 

responded on the causes of Russian Socialist Revolution. Moreover, although 

some explained the concept of Chinese Revolution, they wrote about its effect 
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and had an irrelevant introduction. Extract 2.6.2 illustrates one of the poor 

responses to this question.  

 

Extract 2.6.2 
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Extract 2.6.2 shows a response from a candidate who provided the 

reasons for the occurrence of other revolutions like the 1848 

Revolutions, English Revolution and other events like the World War II 

contrary to the demand of the question. 
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2.2.7 Question 7 

The question was derived from the topic "Emergence of the USA as a New 

Capitalist Superpower." Candidates were required to assess the impact of the 

rise of the USA's capitalism in the world. The topic from which the question 

was derived, and the history of the USA’s involvement in world affairs made 

this question to be popular to the majority of the candidates (90%). The 

performance in this question was good since 40.5 percent of the candidates 

scored high marks (12 to 19.5) and 45.4 percent scored average marks (7 - 

11.5). Very few candidates (14.1%) failed by scoring from 0 to 6.5 marks. 

Figure 17 shows the performance of the candidates in the question  

 

 
Figure 17: Performance of the Candidates in Question 7 

 

The candidates who scored high marks delineated the major issues required by 

giving concrete examples and evidence from current and historical facts. They 

explained points such as; acceleration  of the Cold War, stimulation of the 

decolonization of the Third World Countries,  the rise of neo-colonialism, 

decline of European capitalism and formation of European Economic 

Community. However, the variation of scores of these candidates' performance 

was determined by their ability to provide evidence and facts as shown in one 

of the candidates’ responses in extract 2.7.1. 
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Extract 2.7.1 
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Extract 2.7.1 shows an example from one of the candidates who 

exhausted the demands of the question by providing relevant details 

and examples on the consequences of US capitalism in the world.  

The candidates that scored from 7 to 11.5 marks had the following weaknesses; 

provided a few correct points, mixed relevant responses with the factors for the 

rise of USA capitalism and lacked relevant examples on some points. 

Moreover some failed to meet the required number of points mainly due to 

repetition of some points like neo-colonialism which they split into parts like 

exploitation of the Third World and provision of foreign aid.  

Candidates who scored from 0 to 6.5 marks had numerous weaknesses; some 

gave a few points and others integrated the impact of USA capitalism in the 

world with the factors for the rise of the USA capitalism. Some candidates 

highlighted other issues which link with the USA such as the factors for the 

rise of USA capitalism or the USA relations with other countries but they 

scored a mark from the introduction only. However, candidates who scored 0 

mark (0.5%) wrote issues that relate with the USA such as; the impact of the 

Great Economic Depression or the USA role in the Second World War while 

others just responded on the characteristics and/or factors for the rise of 

capitalism. Furthermore, some candidates explained the impact of the Fist 

World War after linking the impact of the First World War with the rise of 

USA capitalism. Extract 2.7.2 demonstrates a response from a candidate that 

was irrelevant responses to the question. 
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     Extract 2.7.2 
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Extract 2.7.2 shows a response from a candidate who gave the effects of 

World War I contrary to the demand of the question. 
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2.2.8 Question 8 

The question required the candidates to explain six effects of the Jewish-Arab 

War of 1967 (the Six Day War). The question was derived from topic "Threats 

to World Peace after the Second World War." Only 32.4 percent of the 

candidates did the question. The performance in this question was generally 

good since only 24.3 percent scored from 0 to 6.5 marks, 54.5 percent scored 

from 7 to 11.5 marks and 21.2 percent scored from 12 to 17 marks. Figure 18 

shows the performance of the candidates in the question. 

 

 

Figure 18: performance of the candidates in question 8  

 

The Candidates who scored from 12 to 17 marks presented well organized 

essays and met the required number of points. They also provided specific 

details and examples on the 1967 Jewish-Arab war. They provided detailed 

arguments on points such as; Sowing the seed for another war - The Yom 

Kippur war of 1973, Occupation of parts of Arab land, Rising of terrorist 

gangs, Increase of the problem of refugees and Strengthening of the USA-

Israel relations. The marks varied depending on consistency of their responses 

and the ability to provide more accurate examples. Extract 2.8.1 is an 

illustration of a relatively well presented response. 
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Extract 2.8.1 
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Extract 2.8.1 shows a response from a candidate who was able to 

explain the impact of the 1967 Jewish Arab war. 

Candidates scored from 7 to 11.5 marks due to unclear explanations and 

unsystematic presentations which had little reflection on the 1967 Jewish-Arab 

war. The candidates with relatively low marks in this group explained the 

effects of other Jewish-Arab wars like the Jewish- Arab war of 1948-9 and the 

Suez Canal war of 1956. Some other candidates had sketchy explanations on 

some crucial points. Some candidates in this category provided relatively clear 

points and examples than others leading to disparity of marks. 
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The candidates that scored from 0 to 6.5 marks lacked detailed facts of the 

1967 Jewish-Arab war. Hence they based on general effects of the wars. Some 

other candidates provided too shallow responses while others could only give a 

brief description of the "Jewish - Arab war" but had irrelevant points. They 

scored a mark from the introduction. The candidates getting 0 mark (13.1%) 

deviated from the question demand. Some of them for example, concentrated 

on the causes of Jewish-Arab war and others on the background of Middle East 

crisis such as the Camp David Accord of 1978/79. Moreover, some candidates 

gave the factors for Middle East Crisis. Some candidates in this category were 

totally out of topic by explaining issues on world wars. Extract 2.8.2 is an 

example from one of the candidate who diverged from the task of the question. 
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Extract 2.8.2 

 

Extract 2.8.2 shows a response from a candidate who explained various 

challenges for social and economic development that are not directly 

linked with Jewish - Arab war of 1967.  

2.2.9 Question 9 

In this question candidates were required to evaluate the obstacles in the 

implementation of the South - South Commission's goals. The question was 

derived from the topic “Neo-colonialism and the Question of 

Underdevelopment in the Third World Countries.” The question was done by a 

few candidates (28.2%). Nonetheless, the performance in the question was 

good since very few candidates (12.1%) scored from 0 to 6.5 marks, 63.3 

percent scored from 7 to 11.5 and 24.6 percent scored from 12 to 17.5 marks.  

Figure 19 shows the performance of the candidates in the question.   
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Figure 19: performance of the candidates in question 9  

 

The candidates, who scored from 12 to 17.5 marks, explained the challenges 

the commission encounters in the accomplishment of its goals. Their essays 

were composed with points like; financial dependence from the Northern 

countries, technological dependence, low cooperation among the Southern 

countries, unequal distribution of resources among the Southern countries, 

presence of puppet regimes and political instabilities among the Southern 

countries. Their explanations were supported by vivid examples of the 

challenges in the Southern countries. The range of scores among the candidates 

was due to the differences in providing adequate relevant examples and 

organization of their work. Extract 2.9.1 is an illustration of a good response 

from one of the candidates to this question. 
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Extract 2.9.1 
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Extract 2.9.1 shows a candidate who was able to point out the 

hindrances the South – South Commission encounter in implementing 

its objectives.  
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Some candidates scored from 7 to 11.5 marks. These candidates’ responses 

differed in strength and weakness which made them have varied performance 

(7 – 11.5 marks). Some of the candidates managed to give adequate points and 

some relevant examples but their explanations were not sufficient enough. 

Some of these could not give the required number of points although they 

adequately explained the few points they gave. The major problem of the 

candidates in this group was inadequate explanations and examples to support 

their arguments. Moreover, some of them failed to explain their arguments well 

due language barriers. 

 

The candidates who scored from 0 to 6.5 marks had the following 

shortcomings; lack of detailed facts about the South - South Commission on 

the challenges it faces in implementing its goal and provision of partial details 

on the relevant points. A few candidates (0.04%) scored 0 mark by explaining 

either the goals of the commission or the challenges of North - South 

Commission (Brandt Commission).  

2.2.10 Question 10 

In this question, candidates were required to explain six economic indicators of 

underdevelopment in the developing nations. The question was derived from 

the topic “Neo-colonialism and the Question of Underdevelopment in the Third 

World Countries.” It was done by a majority of the candidates (71.7. %) 

probably due to the fact that most of the indicators of underdevelopment are 

practically encountered by people in their daily life. The performance in this 

question was good since only 22.1 percent of the candidates failed by scoring 

from 0 to 6.5 marks while the rest passed by scoring from 7 to 11.5 marks 

(63.2%) and 12 to 18 marks (14.7%). Figure 20 shows the performance of the 

candidates in the question. 
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Figure 20: performance of the candidates in question 10  

 

The candidates who scored from 12 to 18 marks were able to explain correctly 

the economic indicators and not the political and social indicators. They 

explained the following economic indicators; low per capita income, wide 

disparities between the rich and poor, backward industrial sector, deficit 

balance of payment and burden of internal and external debts. The difference in 

the level of correctness of the details in the responses led to variation of scores 

(from 12 to 18 marks). Extract 2.10.1 is an illustration of a good response to 

this question. 
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Extract 2.10.1 
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Extract 2.10.1 shows an example from a candidate who explained the 

economic indicators of underdevelopment although some of the 

examples given were false. 

The responses of candidates who scored from 7 to 11.5 marks were generally 

characterized by correct understanding of the indicators of underdevelopment 

in the developing nations though with varying degrees of weaknesses.  Some of 

the candidates failed to exhaust the required number of points and others 

provided shallow explanations. Most of the candidates from this category did 

not provide practical examples and also included political and social indicators 
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of underdevelopment in their responses. These weaknesses varied among these 

candidates thus had their marks ranged from 7 to 11.5. 

Candidates who scored from 0 to 6.5 marks had a partial understanding of the 

demand of the question. Some scored some marks from a few correctly 

outlined points. Some of these candidates mixed a few economic with social 

and political indicators while others scored a mark from the introductory part 

only.  Moreover, the candidates who scored 0 mark (0.02%) diverged from the 

demand of the question.  Some gave the causes of underdevelopment, others 

explained the impact of underdevelopment whereas others provided the 

solutions for underdevelopment in the developing countries.  

3.0 CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

3.1 CONCLUSION 

The analysis of the questions reveals that; all seven (7) topics were examined 

in 112/1 History 1. These topics are:  Pre- Colonial African Societies, Africa 

and Europe in the 15
th

 century, People of African Origin in the New World, 

From Colonialism to the First World War (1880s – 1914), Colonial Economy 

and Social Services after the Second World War, The Influence of External 

Forces, the Rise of Nationalism and the Struggle for Independence and 

Political and Economic development in Tanzania since Independence. 

Likewise, all eight (8) topics were examined in 112/2 History 2. These topics 

are: The Rise of Capitalism in Europe, The Rise of Democracy in Europe, 

Imperialism and Territorial Division of the World, The Rise of Dictatorship 

in Germany, Italy and Japan, The Rise of Socialism, Emergence of USA as a 

New Capitalist Superpower, Threats to World Peace after the Second World 

War and Neo – Colonialism and the Question of Underdevelopment in the 

Third World Countries. 

 

Generally, the ACSEE performance of the candidates in 2018 was good. 

Most candidates adhered to the demands of the questions. The analysis 

reveals that fourteen (14) topics had a good performance since the percentage 

of the candidates who scored the average of 35 percent or more ranged from 

60.3 to 96 and only one topic The Rise of Dictatorships in Germany, Italy 

and Japan had an average performance since the percentage of candidates 

who scored the average of 35 percent or more was only 44.4.  There was no 

topic with poor performance. (Appendix A shows the performance in all 

topics).  
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The analysis reveals that, factors such as lack of knowledge of the concept 

related to the question, inability to express themselves in English language 

misinterpretation and misconceptions of some questions contributed to weak 

responses of some of the candidates. 

 

The analysis further shows that, question (8) was mostly skipped by the 

candidates in paper 1 and question four (4), five (5), eight (8), and nine (9) 

were attempted by relatively few candidates in paper 2. This suggests that the 

topics in which such questions were set, were not well covered. 

 

The trend of performance in the topics between 2017 and 2018 indicates that 

the topic on Threats to World Peace after the Second World War which has 

had weak performance in two consecutive years (2016 and 2017), has raised 

from 29.4 percent in 2017 to 75.7 percent in 2018. Good performance has 

been maintained in many topics (11) while average performance has been 

maintained in the topic on The Rise of Dictatorships in Germany, Italy and 

Japan. The performance in two topics (Emergence of USA as a New 

Capitalist Superpower and Neo – Colonialism and the Question of 

Underdevelopment in Third World Countries) has improved from average in 

2017 to good performance in 2018. (Refer Appendix B) 

3.2 RECOMMENDATIONS 

Although the general performance of candidates in History in both Paper one 

(112/1) and two (112/2) was good, there were some candidates whose 

performance was not good in some of the questions and there were some 

questions which were highly skipped. In order to improve the performance in 

History subject, the examiners suggest the following: 

(a) Teachers should make sure that all topics are well covered so as to 

enable candidates to acquire the intended knowledge in the syllabus. 

More emphasis should be put on the topic of The Rise of Dictatorship 

in German, Italy and Japan where candidates have continued to have 

average performance in two consecutive years (2017 and 2018). 

 

(b) Students should be encouraged to use English language in their day to 

day communication so as to improve their language proficiency. 

 

(c) Students should be encouraged to read different sources (books, 

journals and pamphlets) in order to widen their knowledge. 
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(d) Teachers are advised to guide the students on how to identify the 

correct task for a given question. 

 

(e) History seminars for teachers should be conducted so as to enable 

teachers to build their capacity and to share experience. 
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Appendix A 

The Performance of Candidates Topic Wise 

 

S/N 

 

Topic 

Number of 

questions 

per topic 

Percentage 

of 

candidates 

who 

scored an 

average of 

35 percent 

or more 

 

Remarks 

1.  
The Rise of 

Democracy in 

Europe. 

1 96 

Good 

2.  
Pre - Colonial 

African Societies. 
1 95.2 

Good 

3.  
The  Rise of 

Socialism 
1 93.9 

Good 

4.  
The Rise of 

Capitalism in 

Europe. 

2 91.9 

Good 

5.  
Political and 

Economic 

Development in 

Tanzania Since 

Independence. 

2 91.35 Good 

6.  
From colonialism 

to the First World 

War (1880s – 

1914) 

1 90.5 

Good 

7.  
Imperialism and 

the Territorial 

Division of the 

World. 

1 89.2 

Good 

8.  
Emergence of 

USA as a New 

Capitalist 

Superpower. 

1 85.9 

Good 
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S/N 

 

Topic 

Number of 

questions 

per topic 

Percentage 

of 

candidates 

who 

scored an 

average of 

35 percent 

or more 

 

Remarks 

9.  
Colonial Economy 

and Social 

Services after the 

Second World 

War. 

2 85.3 

Good 

10.  
Neo – Colonialism 

and the Question 

of 

Underdevelopment 

in Third World 

Countries. 

2 82.9 

Good 

11.  
Threats to World 

Peace after the 

Second World 

War. 

1 75.7 Good 

12.  
Africa and Europe 

in The 15
th

 

Century. 

1 72.9 

Good 

13.  
People of African 

Origin in the New 

World. 

1 65.7 

Good 

14.  
The Influence of 

External Forces, 

the Rise of 

Nationalism and 

the Struggle for 

Independence. 

2 60.3 

Good 

15.  
The Rise of 

Dictatorships in 

Germany, Italy 

and Japan. 

1 44.4 

Avarage 
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Appendix B 

TRENDS OF CANDIDATES’ PERFOMANCE BETWEEN 2017 AND 

2018  IN EACH TOPIC  

S/N Topic 

2017 2018 

N
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p
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P
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R
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a
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3
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p
er
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n

t 
o

r 
a

b
o

v
e 

R
em

a
rk

s 

1 
From 

Colonialism to 

the First World 

War (1880s – 

1914) 

1 98.8 Good  1 90.5 Good 

2 
The Influence of 

External Forces, 

the Rise of 

Nationalism and 

the Struggle for 

Independence. 

2 92.95 

Good 

2 60.5 Good 

3 
The rise of 

Socialism 
1 88.5     Good 1 93.9 Good 

4 
Colonial 

Economy and 

Social Services 

after the Second 

World War. 

2 83.85 

Good 

2 85.3 Good 

5 
The Rise of 

Democracy in 

Europe. 

1 82.7 

Good 

1 96 Good 

6 
Pre - Colonial 

African 

Societies. 

1 82 

Good 

1 95.2 Good 

7 
The Rise of 

Capitalism in 

Europe. 

2 81.8 

Good 

2 91.9 Good 
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8 
Political and 

Economic 

Development in 

Tanzania Since 

Independence. 

2 78.8     Good 2 91.35 Good 

9 
Imperialism and 

the Territorial 

Division of the 

World. 
1 72.5 

Good 

1 89.2 Good 

10 
People of 

African Origin 

in the New 

World. 

1 67.1 

Good 

1 65.7 Good 

11 
Africa and 

Europe in The 

15
th
 century. 

1 66.8 

Good 

1 72.9 Good 

12 
Neo – 

Colonialism and 

the Question of 

Underdevelopm

ent in Third 

World 

Countries. 

2 59.4 

 

 

Average 2 82.9 Good 

13 
Emergence of 

USA as a New 

Capitalist 

Superpower. 

1 55 

 

Average  1 85.9 Good 

14 
The Rise of 

Dictatorships in 

Germany, Italy 

and Japan. 

1 46.9 

 

Average 
1 44.4 Avarage 

15 
Threats to 

World Peace 

after the Second 

World War. 
1 29.4 Weak  1 75.7 

 

 

Good 




