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FOREWORD 

The National Examinations Council of Tanzania is pleased to issue the Candidates’ 

Item Response Analysis (CIRA) report in Economics subject for Advanced 

Certificate of Secondary Education Examination (ACSEE) 2018. The analysis 

provides feedback to the students, teachers, parents, policy makers and the public 

in general on the performance of the candidates. 

The Advanced Certificate of Secondary Education Examination (ACSEE) marks 

the end of the two years of Advanced Secondary Education. It is a summative 

evaluation which shows among other things, the effectiveness of the education 

system in general and the education delivery system in particular. Essentially, the 

candidates’ response to the examination questions is a strong indicator of what the 

education system was or was not able to offer the candidates in their two years of 

Advanced Secondary Education. 

The analysis presented in this report intends to contribute towards the 

understanding of possible reasons behind the candidates’ performance in each 

question. The report highlights some of the factors that made the candidates to 

score high marks in the questions. Such factors include ability to adhere to the 

demand of the questions, identify task of the questions, express themselves in 

English Language and the acquisition of knowledge of the concepts related to the 

subject. Furthermore, the analysis highlights the factors that made a few of the 

candidates to score low marks in the questions. Such factors include failure to 

adhere to the demand of the questions, failure to identify the task of the questions 

and lack of knowledge on the question related to the subject. The feedback 

provided will enable the educational administrators, school managers, teachers and 

students to identify proper measures to be taken in order to improve the candidates’ 

performance in future examinations administered by the Council. 

The National Examinations Council of Tanzania will highly appreciate comments 

and suggestions from teachers, students, school inspectors, curriculum developers 

and the public in general that can be used for improving future examination 

reports.  

Finally, the Council would like to thank the Examinations Officers, Examiners and 

those who participated in processing, analysing and preparing this report. 

 
Dr Charles E Msonde 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

This report represents the performance of the candidates who sat for the 

Advanced Certificate of Secondary Education in May 2018 in Economics 

examination. It shows how the candidates performed on each question per 

topic. 

 

The examination tested the candidates’ abilities as per requirements of the 

2009 syllabus. The examination comprised two papers: 151/1 Economics 1 

(Economic Theory) and 151/2 Economics 2 (Economic Development). Each 

of the examination paper consisted of 8 questions which were distributed into 

sections A and B. In each paper the candidates were required to answer 5 

questions, choosing at least 2 questions from each section. Each question 

carried 20 marks. 

 

A total of 11,126 candidates sat for the ACSEE 151 Economics paper out of 

which 10,682 candidates (96.62%) passed this examination while 374 

candidates (3.38%) failed. Generally, the candidates’ performance in this 

subject declined by (2.94%) compared with that of 2017 in which out of 9,364 

candidates who sat for that examination, 9,294 candidates (99.56%) passed 

and 41 candidates (0.44%) failed.  

 

This report provides the analysis of each question by briefly giving an 

overview of what the candidates were required to do, the way they responded 

to the questions and the reasons for their good/poor performance. In this 

analysis, a question /topic is graded as weak performed, average performed or 

good performed using the following pass rate: 0 - 34 percent (0 - 6.5 marks) 

weak, 35 - 59 percent (7 – 11.5 marks) average and 60 - 100 percent (12 - 20 

marks) good. 

  

Special colours have been used to show the candidates’ performance, whereby 

green stands for good, yellow for average and red for weak as seen in the 

graphs and in the appendix. Some extracts of the answers showing the 

candidates responses have been included in order to provide a general 

overview of the way candidates responded according to the demand of each 

question. 
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2.0 ANALYSIS OF THE CANDIDATES’ PERFORMANCE IN EACH 

QUESTION 

2.1 PAPER 1: 151/1 ECONOMIC THEORY 

2.1.1 Question 1: Subject Matter of Economics  

This question had two parts (a) and (b). In part (a), the candidates were 

required to give the meaning of the following concepts: (i) Economic 

laws, (ii) Technological efficiency and (iii) Productivity. In part (b), 

the candidates were required to explain seven roles of capital in the 

economy.  

The question was attempted by 49.9 percent of the candidates, out of 

which 27.1 percent scored from 12 to 18 marks, 52.1 percent scored 

from 7 to 11.5 marks and 20.8 percent scored from 0 to 6.5 out of the 

20 allotted marks. Generally, the performance of candidates in this 

question was good as 79.2 percent scored 7 marks and above. Figure 1 

shows the distribution of the candidates’ scores. 

 

Figure 1: Candidates’ Performance in Question 1. 

The candidates who performed well in this question were able to meet 

the requirement of the question, which indicates good masterly of the 

subject matter. For example in part (a), most of them managed to give 

the meaning of the terms, such as (i) Economic laws are the statement 

which shows the relationship between variables. For example, the law 

of demand and supply. In part (b), a candidate managed to explain 

seven roles of capital in the economy like Creation of employment, 
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Diversification of economy, used in transportation. A sample of a 

good response is shown in extract 1.1. 

Extract 1.1 
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Extract 1.1 is a response from the candidate who managed to explain 

the economic concepts in part (a) and provided roles of capital in the 

economy in part (b).  

Some candidates, who had average performance, provided a few 

correct points and other incorrect points in both parts of the question. 

In part (a) for example, out of three economic concepts, a candidate 

managed to explain only one concept and failed completely to explain 

the other two concepts. In part (b), the candidates provided few points 

as it was required by the question. For example, one of the candidates 

provided only four correct points out of seven required points.  

However, few candidates who scored poorly failed to provide the 

correct meaning of the concepts. For example in part (a) (i), one of the 

candidates explained Economic laws as an equal amount of input is 

proportional unequal amount input (ii) Technological efficiency is the 

ability of technology in economics. (iii) Productivity is an actual which 

takes place in economy. In part (b), most of the candidates failed to 
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explain the roles of capital in the economy. Some candidates provided 

incorrect points. For example, one of the candidates provided points 

like: expanding extent of market, stimulate consumption and 

opportunity cost. Others wrote is used in settling of debt, it helps in 

income distribution, it reduces the dependence ratio, it is used to know 

size of the market and provision of welfare instead of the roles of 

capital in the economy. Extract 1.2 shows a sample of a poor response. 

Extract 1:2 
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Extract 1.2 presents a sample of one of the candidates who performed 

poorly in this question. In part (b), he/she provided the characteristics 

of capital instead of the roles of capital.  

2.1.2 Question 2: Theories of Demand and Supply 

This question had two parts, (a) and (b). In part (a) (i) and (ii), the 

candidates were required to use the information given in the table to 

calculate the cross elasticity of demand for product Y and G and, by 

giving reasons to name the commodity Y and G. In part (b), the 

candidates were required to explain five practical applications of the 

concept of elasticity of demand. 

The question was attempted by 55.5 percent of the candidates out of 

which 23.6 percent scored from 12 to 19 marks, 40.6 percent scored 
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from 7 to 11.5 marks and 35.8 percent scored from 0 to 6.5 out of the 

20 allotted marks. The candidates’ performance in this question was 

generally good. Figure 2 shows the distribution of the candidates’ 

scores. 

 

Figure 2: Candidates’ Performance in Question 2. 

The candidates who performed well in this question were familiar with 

mathematical calculation skills applied in economics. In part (a) (i) and 

(ii), the candidates were able to apply the information given to 

calculate the cross elasticity of demand for products Y and G. 

Furthermore, they were able to name commodity Y and G as required 

by the question. For example, most of the candidates were able to use 

appropriate formula to calculate the cross elasticity of demand of good 

Y and G by using the formula Cedy = ∆Y/∆PX × Po/Yo and CedG = 

∆G/∆PX × Po/Go. They also managed to name commodity Y and X as 

substitute goods (X = coffee and Y = tea) and G and X as Complement 

goods (G stand for car and X petrol). In part (b), majority of the 

candidates managed to explain the practical application of elasticity of 

demand. For example, one of the candidates provided the points, like 

revenue determination, price discrimination, in taxation, and 

devaluation as shown in the Extract 2.1. 
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Extract 2.1 
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Extract 2.1 shows a sample of a response from a candidate who was 

able to compute the cross elasticity of demand in part (a) and naming 

the commodity Y and G as required. In part (b), he/she managed to 

explain the practical applications of elasticity of demand.  

However, some of candidates who scored from 7 to 11.5 marks 

provided wrong answer due to inadequate arithmetic skills and 

application of wrong formula. For example, one of the candidates 
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used wrong formula Ced = 
Qx

Py

Qy

Px





, which result to a wrong 

answer and wrong interpretation in (ii). In part (b), most of the 

candidates provided insufficient points required by question. For 

example, one of the candidates provided two out of five points.  

Moreover, candidates who performed poorly in this question failed to 

obtain correct answers because they applied incorrect formulae of 

cross elasticity of demand in part (a) (i) and (ii). For example, one of 

the candidates used incorrect formula to calculate cross elasticity of 

demand as: (Ced = .
Qo

Po

PnQo

PnQn





) and incorrectly named the 

commodity Y and G as Y = car and G = oil.  

In part (b), some of the candidates failed to explain the practical 

application of elasticity of demand. Others provided incorrect points. 

For example, one of the candidates provided the points, such as 

pricing of substitutes and complementary goods, freedom of 

consumption and it control inflation rather than the practical 

application. Extract 2.2 shows a sample of a poor response. 

Extract 2.2 
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Extract 2.2 is a sample of a responses from a candidate who failed to 

apply the formula of computing the cross elasticity of demand and 

named wrongly commodity Y and G in part (a). He/she also explained 

the types of elasticity of demand instead of the practical application of 

elasticity of demand in part (b). 

2.1.3 Question 3: Population  

This question had two parts, (a) and (b). In part (a), the candidates 

were required to explain four points explaining the way population 

pressure increases in an area in Tanzania. In part (b), the candidates 
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were required to justify the statement by providing six points on the 

social and economic desirability of population census in a country. 

The question was attempted by 74.6 percent of the candidates. Out of 

these, 9.4 percent scored from 12 to 18 marks, 46.5 percent scored 

from 7 to 11.5 marks and 44.1 percent scored from 0 to 6.5 out of the 

20 allotted marks. The performance in this question was generally 

average (55.9%). Figure 3 shows the distribution of the candidates’ 

scores. 

 

Figure 3: Candidates' Performance in Question 3. 

Most of the candidates who performed well in this question were able 

to explain the way population pressure increases in an area in 

Tanzania. For example in part (a), a candidate explained by giving 

points, such as availability of natural resources, soil fertility, good 

climatic condition and availability of social services. Furthermore, in 

part (b) a candidate managed to justify the socially and economical 

desirability of population census in an economy by providing points, 

like used in planning process, provision of population structure, 

determination of population size, easy to determine government 

budget and help the government in adopting different policies as 

shown in the Extract 3.1. 
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Extract 3.1 
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Extract 3.1 shows a sample of a response from a candidate who was 

able to explain the way population pressure increases in an area in 

Tanzania in part (a), and in part (b) to justify the socially and 

economical desirability of population census in a country. 

Furthermore, the candidates who scored from 7 to 11.5 were able to 

explain less points on the way population pressure increases in an 

area in Tanzania. In part (a) for example, one of the candidates 

provided less than required correct points. He/she managed to provide 
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only two correct points and other points were irrelevant. In part (b), 

some of the candidates were able to mention correct points without 

detailed explanations. 

However, the candidates who performed poorly in this question failed 

to explain both parts of the question (a) and (b). For example, in part 

(a), one of the candidates failed to give brief explanation on ways 

population pressure increases in an area in Tanzania. He/she instead 

wrote the causes of population growth, for example high birth rate 

and high life expectancy as factors for population pressure. In part (b), 

the candidates gave incorrect justification, like time consuming, 

expensive, diseases, increase in government expenditure. Extract 3.2 

shows a sample of a candidate’s poor response.  

Extract 3.2 
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Extract 3.2 is a sample of a response from a candidate who was 

unable to explain on ways population pressure increases in an area in 

Tanzania in part (a). He/she failed to justify the contention that 

“Population census in a country is socially and economically 

desirable” in part (b).  
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2.1.4 Question 4: Theory of the firm 

This question had two parts, (a) and (b). In part (a), the candidates 

were required to illustrate the type of profit earned by a firm operating 

under monopolistic competition in: (i) short run and (ii) long run. In 

part (b), the candidates were required to explain five internal 

economies of scale as the firm grows in size. 

The question was attempted by 58.0 percent of the candidates out of 

which 7.8 percent scored from 12 to 18 marks, 54.2 percent scored 

from 7 to 11.5 marks and 38.0 percent scored from 0 to 6.5 out of the 

20 allotted marks. The performance in this question was generally 

good (62%). Figure 4 shows the distribution of the candidates’ scores 

in question 4. 

 

Figure 4: Candidates’ Performance in Question 4. 

The candidates performed well in this question managed to 

demonstrate well the profit earned by a firm operating under 

monopolistic competition in short run and long run in part (a). This 

indicates that, the candidates were able to identify the tasks of the 

question and they had acquired sufficient knowledge of the theory of 

the firm. For example, one of the candidates managed to show 

graphically the areas representing monopolistic profit, in the short run 

and long run. Moreover, in part (b) the candidates who performed 

well were able to explain the internal economies of scale of an 

individual firm as it grows in size. For example, the points explained 

by the candidate who scored more marks were: managerial 

economies of scale, financial economies of scale, technological 

economies of scale, market economies of scale and research 
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economies of scale. Extract 4.1 shows a sample of a candidate who 

responded well in this question. 

Extract 4:1 
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Extract 4.1 shows a response from a candidate who was able to show 

the type of profit earned by a firm operating under monopolistic 

competition in short run and long run in part (a). He/she also managed 

to explain internal economies of scale of an individual firm as it 

grows in size in part (b). 
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Furthermore, some of candidates who scored from 7 to 11.5 marks in 

part (a) used irrelevant diagrams. Other candidates were unable to 

relate their explanations with the type of a profit earned by a firm 

operating under monopolistic competition. Some candidates also 

failed to explain sufficiently the type of profits earned by 

monopolistic competitive firms in short run and in long run period. In 

part (b), candidates were able to explain few points of internal 

economies of scale which occur to an individual firm as it grows in 

size.  

However, the candidates who performed poorly in this question failed 

to provide correct diagrams that illustrate the type of profit earned by 

a firm operating under monopolistic competition. For example, one of 

the candidates used total product curve and marginal product curve to 

explain types of profit earned by a monopolistic competitive firm. In 

part (b), poorly performed candidates were unable to give sufficient 

explanation on internal economies of scale which occur to an 

individual firm as it grows in size. Most of the candidates 

misunderstood the demand of the question. For example, one 

candidate provided the external economies of scale such as 

government policy and availability of factors instead of the internal 

economies of scale. Extract 4.2 shows a sample of this response. 

Extract 4.2 
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Extract 4.2 presents a sample of the candidates’ poor response. The 

candidate provided incorrect illustrations of a profit earned by a firm 

operating in monopolistic competition in a short run and long run 

period in part (a). In part (b), the candidate failed to explain the 

internal economies of scale of an individual firm. 

2.1.5 Question 5: Trade Cycle 

The question had two parts, (a) and (b). In part (a), the candidates 

were required to describe four policies that can be used to achieve 

economic stability, while in part (b) they were required to discuss six 

problems associated with instability of the growth of an economy.  

The question was attempted by 43.9 percent of the candidates out of 

which 7.4 percent scored from 12 to 17.5 marks, 39.9 percent scored 

from 7 to 11.5 marks and 52.7 percent scored from 0 to 6.5 out of the 

20 allotted marks. Generally the performance in this question was 
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average (47.3%). Figure 5 summarizes the candidate scores in this 

question.  

 

Figure 5: Candidates' Performance in Question 5. 

The candidates who performed well in this question were able to 

describe the policies used to achieve economic stability in part (a), 

such as monetary policy, fiscal policies, trade policy and direct 

control. In part (b), the candidates who performed well were able to 

discuss the problems associated with instability of the growth of an 

economy. For example, one of the candidates discussed the points 

like income inequality, disequilibrium in balance of payment and 

unemployment problem. Extract 5.1 present a sample of the candidate 

good response. 
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Extract 5.1 
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Extract 5.1 shows a good response from a candidate who was able to 

describe four policies used to achieve economic stability in part (a). 

The candidate also managed to discuss problems associated with 

instability of economic growth in part (b). 

Moreover, the candidates who scored from 7 to 11.5 marks managed 

to describe few policies that can be used to achieve economic 

stability. In addition, some of them gave inadequate descriptions 

which led them to lose some marks in part (a). In part (b), most of 

the candidates with average performance inadequately discussed the 

problems associated with instability of the growth of an economy.  

However, majority of the candidates who performed poorly in this 

question were unable to describe four policies that can be used to 
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achieve economic stability in part (a). This is due to poor mastery of 

the subject matter of the trade cycle. For example, one of the 

candidates gave incorrect response like avoid price instability, 

increase employment, encourage the foreign investment, industrial 

development and encourage the policies of agricultural activities 

instead of monetary, fiscal and trade policies. In part (b), most of the 

candidates misunderstood the demand of the question. For example, 

one of the candidates provided the factors which lead to decline of 

an economy, such as unfavourable climatic condition, existence of 

poor infrastructure and underinvestment instead of the problems 

associated with instability of economic growth. A sample of a poor 

response is shown in Extract 5.2. 

Extract 5.2 
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Extract 5:2 shows one of the poor responses from a candidate who was 

unable to describe policies to achieve economic stability in part (a). In 

part (b), a candidate failed to discuss the problems associated with 

instability of the growth of an economy. 

2.1.6 Question 6: Theory of Money 

The question had two parts (a) and (b). In part (a), the candidates were 

required to describe five secondary roles of money in promotion of 

economic activities. In part (b), they were required to examine five key 

issues to consider for a successful devaluation.  

The question was attempted by 45.1 percent of the candidates, out of 

which 88.4 percent scored from 0 to 6.5 marks, 9.7 percent scored from 

7 to 11.5 marks and 1.9 percent scored from 12 to 19 out of the 20 

allotted marks. Generally, the performance in this question was poor as 

88.4% of the candidates scored from 0 to 6.5 marks. Figure 6 shows the 

distribution of the candidates’ scores. 

88.4%

9.7%

1.9%

0 - 6.5

7 - 11.5

12 - 20

Scores

 

Figure 6: Candidates' Performance in Question 6. 

Most of the candidates who attempted this question were unable to 

describe five secondary roles of money in promotion of economic 
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activities. In part (a), some of the candidates misconceived the 

question by explaining the stages in development of money, such as 

commodity money, paper money, near money and deposit money 

instead of explaining secondary roles of money. In part (b), instead of 

explaining five key measures to consider for successful devaluation, 

some candidates provided aims of devaluation such as decreasing 

government spending, decreasing money supply, discourage imports, 

encourage export, promote domestic industry, provide employment 

and balance of terms of trade. Extract 6.1 is a sample of a poor 

response. 

Extract 6.1  
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Extract 6.1 is a sample of a poor response which shows a candidate 

who explained the functions of money instead of the secondary roles of 

money in part (a), and failed to explain key measures to consider for 

successful devaluation in part (b). 
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The candidates who performed moderately gave insufficient 

explanations on both parts of the question. In part (a), most of the 

candidates were unable to describe five secondary role of money in 

promotion of economic activities instead described the functions of 

money which were not demanded by the question. In part (b), some 

of the candidates were able to examine five key issues to consider 

for a successful devaluation. Others managed to provide few points 

without explanation. 

However, the candidates who performed well in this question 

showed partial understanding of the topic of money. In part (a) for 

example, a candidate managed to describe secondary roles of money 

as aid to specialization, influence income and consumption, tool of 

making loans, instrument of economic policy and instrument of 

monetary management. In part (b), one of the candidates examined 

five key issues to be considered for a successful devaluation, like 

price elasticity of country's imports, and price elasticity of country's 

export. Extract 6.2 shows a sample of a good response from a 

candidate. 
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Extract 6.2 
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Extract 6.2 shows good responses from a candidate who explained 

the secondary roles of money in promoting economic activities in 

part (a). He/she was also able to give key issues for successful 

devaluation in part (b). 

2.1.7 Question 7: Privatization 

In this question candidates were required to define and assess nine 

points of usefulness of privatization to the economic development of 

the country. 

The question was attempted by 93.2 percent of the candidates, out of 

which 56.6 percent scored from 12 to 20 marks, 38.1 percent scored 

from 7 to 11.5 marks and 5.3 percent scored from 0 to 6.5 out of 20 

allotted marks. Generally, the performance in this question was good. 

Figure 7 shows the distribution of the candidates’ scores. 
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Figure 7: Candidates' Performance in Question 7. 

Candidates who performed well in this question understood the 

demand of the question. Most of the candidates managed to define 

Privatization. For example, a candidate defined Privatization as a 

process in which the public sector is transformed to private sector. 

Some candidates were also able to make assessment of usefulness of 

privatization to the economic development, such as capital inflow, 

increase in efficiency, reduction of government burden, encourage 

competition and bring foreign currency. Extract 7.1 is a sample of a 

good response. 
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Extract 7:1 
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Extract 7.1 is a sample of a good response from a candidate who 

managed to give the correct definition of the term Privatization and 

also a sample of response to assess the usefulness of privatization to 

the economic development.  

The candidates who scored average marks, inspite of understanding 

the demand of the question, some of them managed to point out only 

four out of nine required points on assessment of the usefulness of 

privatization to the country economic development. Other candidates 

provided weak and unsupported points.  

On the other hand, the candidates who performed poorly failed to 

identify the usefulness of privatization to the country economic 



39 

development. Other candidates misconceived the question by 

explaining features of privatization instead of the advantages of 

privatization. For example, one of the candidates provided points, 

such as deregulation, competitive tendering, and divestiture. Extract 

7.2 shows a sample of a poor response from a candidate.  

Extract 7.2 

 
Extract 7.2 shows a response from a candidate who explained 

disadvantages of privatization instead of the advantages of 

privatization. 

2.1.8 Question 8: Employment and Unemployment 

The question had two parts, (a) and (b). In part (a), the candidates were 

required to describe five types of employment existing in Tanzania. In 
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part (b), they were required to analyse the five problems of 

unemployment. 

The question was attempted by 78.6 percent of the candidates, out of 

which 23.5 percent scored from 12 to 20 marks, 49.1 percent scored 

from 7 to 11.5 marks and 27.4 percent scored from 0 to 6.5 out of the 

20 allotted marks. The performance in this question was generally 

good as 72.6% scored 7 marks and above. Figure 8 shows the 

distribution of the candidates’ scores. 

 
Figure 8: Candidates’ Performance in Question 8. 

The candidates who scored high marks (from 12 to 20) were able to 

meet the demand of the question. In part (a), most of the candidates 

managed to describe five types of employment. For instance, one of 

the candidates managed to describe types of employment, such as 

casual work employment, full time employment, seasonal employment 

and part time employment. In part (b), a candidate was able to analyse 

the problems of unemployment, such as dependency ratio, burden to 

the government, crimes and decline in standard of living. This 

indicates that candidates have enough knowledge on the topic of 

employment and unemployment. A sample of a good response is 

shown in Extract 8.1. 
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Extract 8:1 
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Extract 8.1 shows a good response from a candidate who was able to 

describe the types of employment existing in Tanzania in part (a). 

He/she was also able to analyse the problems of unemployment in part 

(b). 

The candidates who scored from 7 to 11.5 marks were able to explain 

few points possibly due to insufficient knowledge of employment and 

unemployment. For example, in part (a) some of the candidates 

misinterpreted the demand of the question. Instead of describing the 

types of employment, they explained the levels of production. In part 
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(b), some of them were able to analyse a few correct point of the 

problems of unemployment.  

Furthermore, the candidates who had poor performance failed to 

describe the types of employment existing in Tanzania in part (a). For 

example, one of the candidates provided irrelevant points, such as 

industrial employment, frictional employment massive employment 

which was wrong. In part (b), some of the candidates provided the 

causes of unemployment instead of the problems of unemployment 

like political instability, poor government support, poverty, low level 

of science and technology and rural urban migration. Others 

provided irrelevant points such as lack of capital, lack of education 

and training and it determine level of wealth of a country as problems 

of unemployment. Extract 8.2 represents a sample of poor response 

from one of the candidates. 

Extract 8:2 
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Extract 8.2 shows one of the poor responses from a candidate who 

provided wrong types of employment existing in Tanzania in part (a), 

and were unable to analyse the problems of unemployment in part (b).  
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2.2 PAPER 2: 151/2 ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

2.2.1 Question 1: National Income 

This question had two parts, (a) and (b). In Part (a) (i), the candidates 

were required to explain expenditure method and in (ii) income 

methods as the ways of computing National Income. In part (b), 

candidates were required to explain eight factors which hinder proper 

and accurate measuring of the National Income of a particular country. 

The question was attempted by 59.1 percent of the candidates out of 

which 19.3 percent scored from 12 to 19 marks, 51.0 percent scored 

from 7 to 11.5 marks and 29.7 percent scored from 0 to 6.5 out of the 

20 allotted marks. Generally, the performance of the candidates in this 

question was good. Figure 9 shows the distribution of the candidates’ 

scores. 

 

Figure 9: Candidates’ Performance in Question 1. 

Most of the candidates who performed well in this question depict that 

they acquired sufficient knowledge of the subject matter. In part (a) (i) 

for example, one of the candidates was able to define expenditure 

method as a method of calculating national income by summing up the 

total expenditure from different sources and, in (ii) income method as 

the method of calculating the national income by summing up all 

income from different factors of production.  

Furthermore, the candidates managed to account for factors that hinder 

proper and accurate measurement of National Income. For example, in 

part (b) one of the candidates provided the factors that hinder proper 

and accurate measurement of National Income as double counting, 
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subsistence economy, illegal trade, self-employment, house wife 

activities, difficult in estimating the income from abroad and inflation. 

Extract 9.1 shows the candidate’s good response. 

Extract 9.1 
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Extract 9.1 shows a good response of a candidate who was able to 

explain expenditure and income approaches in part (a), and also 

managed to account for factors which hinder proper and accurate 

measurement of National Income in part (b).  

The candidates who scored average marks were able to explain one of 

the methods correctly. Furthermore in part (b), the candidates gave 

insufficient factors which hinder proper and accuracy in measurement 

of National Income.  
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However, the candidates who scored poorly were unable to give 

correct explanation of expenditure and income method in part (a). 

This is due to insufficient knowledge relevant to concepts asked. In 

part (b), some of the candidates failed to account for factors hindering 

proper and accurate measurement of the National Income. For 

example, one of the candidates explained irrelevant points such as 

poor government policy, poor living standard of people, low per 

capita income and poor research instead of providing factors that 

hinder proper and accurate measurement of National Income. A 

sample of a poor response is shown in Extract 9.2. 

Extract 9.2 
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Extract 9.2 shows a response of a candidate who provided wrong 

explanation of expenditure and income methods of measuring 

National Income in part (a). The candidate also in part (b) provided 

the determinants of national income instead of the factors hindering 

proper and accurate measurement of National Income. 
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2.2.2 Question 2: Public Finance 

The question had two parts (a) and (b). In part (a), the candidates 

were required to provide five reasons which force the government to 

impose tax in a country. In part (b), candidates were required to 

elaborate five functions of the government budget. 

The question was attempted by 95.9 percent of the candidates out of 

which 23.7 percent scored from 12 to 19 marks, 56.1 percent scored 

from 7 to 11.5 marks and 20.2 percent scored from 0 to 6.5 out of the 

20 allotted marks. Generally, the performance of the candidates in this 

question was good. Figure 10 shows the distribution of the 

candidates’ scores.  

 

Figure 10: Candidates’ Performance in Question 2. 

The candidates who performed well in this question understood the 

requirements of the question. For example, in part (a) most of the 

candidates provided the reasons for taxation, such as to attain 

economic stability, to redistribute income, discourage the 

consumption of harmful goods and to raise its government revenue. In 

part (b), the candidates were able to elaborate the functions of the 

government budget, such as to ensure proper allocation of resources, 

to correct disequilibrium in the balance of payment and to control 

inflation. This indicates that the candidates had good knowledge of 

the subject matter. Extract 10.1 shows a sample of a good response.  
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Extract 10.1 
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Extract 10.1 shows a response of a candidate who provided reasons 

for the government to impose taxes in a country in part (a) and was 

able to elaborate functions of the government budget in part (b).  

The candidates who scored average marks from 7 to 11.5 were able to 

provide few reasons which force a country to impose tax in part (a). 

Some of the candidate responses were: government revenue, to 

control income inequality and to control importation. Other 

candidates failed to give detailed elaboration of each point. For 

example, one of the candidates wrote that government budget is used 
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to improve social services, support economic planning and points like 

financing wars, used in buying technologies, support environmental 

conservation, which were wrong. 

The candidates who performed poorly in this question provided 

wrong reasons which force the government to impose tax in a 

country. In part (a) for example, one of the candidates wrote incorrect 

points like it provide government expenditure, increase the national 

income, it provides loans, it provide wages to the worker. In part (b), 

some of the candidates wrote that the government budget helps to 

balance government expenditure, it helps to know the function of 

national income, it provides salaries to workers, it direct the 

allocation of the activities instead of the functions of the government 

budget. This indicates that the candidates had insufficient knowledge 

in government budget. A sample of a poor response is shown in 

Extract 10.2. 

Extract 10.2 
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Extract 10.2 shows a response from one of the candidates who 

provided wrong reasons which force the government to impose tax in 

the country in part (a). In part (b), he/she failed to elaborate the 

correct functions of the government budget. 
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2.2.3 Question 3: Economic Growth and Development 

In this question, the candidates were required to describe the 

advantages and disadvantaged of foreign aid to the recipient country.  

The question was attempted by 84.7 percent of the candidates out of 

which 46.1 percent scored from 12 to 19 marks, 46.8 percent scored 

from 7 to11.5 marks and 7.1 percent scored from 0 to 6.5 out of the 20 

allotted marks. Generally, the performance in this question was good 

because 92.9 percent of the candidates scored 7 marks and above. 

Figure 11 illustrates the distribution of the candidates’ performance. 

 

Figure 11: Candidates’ Performance in Question 3. 

Majority of the candidates, 46.1 percent, who scored high marks from 

12 to 19 in this question were able to examine the advantages and 

disadvantages of foreign aid to the recipient country. This indicates 

that the candidates had sufficient knowledge in Economic Growth and 

Development. For example, one of the candidates examined the 

advantages of foreign aid as: it fills saving investment gap, it create 

employment opportunity, it helps transfer of technology, it fills foreign 

exchange gap and fills man power gap; and the disadvantages of 

foreign aid as: increase debt burden, may lead to price instability, less 

employment opportunities, may lead to low quality of the products 

produced. A sample of a good response is shown in Extract 11.1. 

 



57 

Extract 11.1 
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Extract 11.1 shows a response from a candidate who managed to 

examine the advantages and disadvantages of foreign aid to the 

recipient country. 

The candidates who had average performance in this question 

examined insufficiently advantages and disadvantages of foreign aid 

to the recipient country. However, some of the candidates gave few 

advantages and disadvantages as required. Others mentioned the 

advantages and disadvantages without giving detailed explanations.  



59 

Furthermore, some of the candidates, 7.1 percent, who scored low 

marks (0 to 6.5) lacked sufficient knowledge on advantages and 

disadvantages of foreign aids. Most of them examined not more than 

two advantages of foreign aid to the recipient country and missed all 

points of disadvantages while others provided wrong answers. For 

example, one of the candidates gave wrong answers, such as to 

improve economic development, it influence trade and communication 

and it influence government expenditure as the advantages of foreign 

aids and increase poverty and collapse of trade cycle as the 

disadvantages. Extract 11.2 is a sample of a poor response. 

Extract 11.2 
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Extract 11.2 shows a candidate who failed to examine advantages 

and disadvantages of foreign aid to a recipient country. 

2.2.4 Question 4: Marketing and Distribution 

The question had two parts, (a) and (b). In part (a), the candidates 

were required to summarize three strengths and three weaknesses of 

Savings and Credit Cooperative Societies (SACCOS) operating in 

Tanzania. In part (b), candidates were required to describe four 

methods used by farmers to market their products in the rural areas in 

Tanzania. 

The question was attempted by 23.7 percent of the candidates out of 

which 7.4 percent scored from 12 to 19 marks, 29.1 percent scored 

from 7 to 11.5 marks and 63.5 percent scored from 0 to 6.5 out of the 

20 allotted marks. The performance in this question was generally 

average, 36.5 percent. Figure 12 shows the distribution of the 

candidates’ scores. 
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Figure 12: Candidates' Performance in Question 4. 

The candidates with good performance, from 12 to 19 marks, 

explained the strengths and weaknesses of SACCOS with accurately 

vivid examples in part (a). For instance, one candidate provided 

strengths like provides long term loans to its members, give advice to 

its members, require a fair rate of return, and weaknesses of 

SACCOS as did not provide banking services like creation of credit 

in the economy, incur high investment risk, lack of enough fund for 

smooth operation. In part (b), the candidates were able to describe 

four methods used by farmers to market their products in the rural 

areas in Tanzania. For example, one of the candidates described the 

methods like marketing boards, co-operative societies and use of 

private crop buyers. Extract 12.1 shows a sample of a good response. 
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Extract 12.1 
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Extract 12.1 shows a good response from a candidate who was able to 

explain strengths and weaknesses of SACCOS operating in Tanzania in 

part (a). He/she also described four methods used by farmers to market 

their products in the rural areas in Tanzania in part (b). 

The candidates who performed averagely gave insufficient 

explanations on both parts of the question. In part (a), some of the 

candidates provided few points while others provided the correct 

points without explanations. In part (b), some of the candidates 

described only two instead of four methods used by farmers to market 

their products in the rural areas in Tanzania. 

The candidates who performed poorly in this question were unable to 

provide strengths and weaknesses of SACCOS operating in Tanzania 

in part (a). They also failed to provide various methods used by 

farmers to market their products in the rural areas in part (b). This 

indicates that the candidates had insufficient knowledge in marketing 
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and distribution. For example, in part (a), one candidate provided high 

initial capital, economies of scale, high number of branches as 

strengths of SACCOS, and Bureaucratic tendency, located in town 

places and use of low level trained personnel in order to reduce the 

cost of running cooperative as weaknesses of SACCOS. In part (b), 

some of the candidates described the factors leads to economic welfare 

instead of the methods used by farmers to market their products in 

rural areas in Tanzania. For example, one candidate wrote methods of 

production, distribution of wealth and nature of increase in national 

income. Another, candidate described the essentials of market such as 

presence of buyers and sellers, an area or a region, contact between 

buyers and sellers and existence of commodity instead of the methods 

used by farmers to market their products in rural areas in Tanzania. A 

sample of a poor response is shown in Extract 12.2. 
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Extract 12.2. 
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Extract 12.2 shows response from a candidate who was unable to 

provide the correct strength and weakness of SACCOS operating in 

Tanzania in part (a). In part (b), one of the candidates described the 

methods used to improve agricultural production instead of the 

methods used by farmers to market their products in rural areas in 

Tanzania. 
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2.2.5 Question 5: International Trade 

The question had two parts (a) and (b). In part (a), the candidates 

were required to distinguish five economic concepts: (i) Balance of 

Trade from Balance of Payments (ii) Trade Diversion from Trade 

Creation, (iii) Theory of Absolute Advantage from theory of 

Comparative Advantage, (iv) Devaluation from Depreciation and (v) 

Quotas from Tariffs. In part (b), the candidates were required to 

explain five main items falling under the invisible trade of the 

Balance of Payment.  

The question was attempted by 50.8 percent of the candidates out of 

which 72.9 percent scored from 0 to 6.5 marks, 27 percent scored 

from 7 to 11.5 marks and 0.1 percent scored from 12 to 14.5 marks 

out of the 20 allotted marks. The performance in this question was 

generally poor as 72.9% of the candidates scored from 0 to 6.5 marks. 

Figure 13 shows the distribution of the candidates’ scores. 

 

Figure 13: Candidates’ Performance in Question 5. 

The candidates with poor performance failed to meet the requirements 

of the question. In part (a), majority of the candidates failed to 

distinguish the given economic concepts while others provided 

partially incorrect answers. In part (b), most of the candidates gave 

incorrect main items falling under the invisible Balance of Payment. 

For example, one of the candidates mentioned the types of Balance of 

Payment like favourable and unfavourable Balance of Payment. 

Another candidate explained things, such as technology, education, 

devaluation, quotas and free trade, rather than invisible Balance of 

Payment. This indicates that the candidates had insufficient 
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knowledge of International Trade concepts. Extract 13.1 shows a 

sample of such responses. 

Extract 13.1 
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Extract 13.1 shows responses from a candidate who failed to 

distinguish the given economic terms in part (a). In part (b), he/she 

provided intangible items, such as Sound, Air, God, Angles and Satan 

instead of the items falling under the invisible Balance of Payment 

account.  

Furthermore, the candidates who performed moderately managed to 

distinguish few economic concepts but were unable to distinguish 

other concepts in part (a). Others were unable to mention even a 

single item falling under the invisible balance of payments in part (b). 

Few candidates who performed well in this question, 0.1 percent, 

were able to distinguish the given economic concepts in part (a). In 

part (b), these candidates managed to explain the main items under 
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invisible Balance of Payment like banking services, insurance 

services, tourist activities, training services and medical services. 

Extract 13.2 shows a good response from one of the candidates. 

Extract 13.2 
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Extract 13.2 shows a sample of a response from a candidate who was 

able to distinguish the given economic concepts in part (a), and also 

explained main items falling under invisible Balance of Payment in 

part (b). 
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2.2.6 Question 6: Economic Integration and Cooperation 

The question had two parts, (a) and (b). In part (a), the candidates 

were required to explain six principles guiding the United Nations 

Organization in fulfilling its objectives. In part (b), the candidates 

were required to describe the four forms of regional economic 

integration.  

The question was attempted by 44.1 percent of the candidates out of 

which 2.3 percent scored from 12 to 16 marks, 48.2 percent scored 

from 7 to 11.5 marks and 49.5 percent scored from 0 to 6.5 out of the 

20 allotted marks. The performance in this question was generally 

average as 50.5 % of the candidates scored from 7 marks and above. 

Figure 14 shows the distribution of the candidates’ scores. 

 

Figure 14: Candidates' Performance in Question 6. 

The candidates who scored high marks, 2.3 percent, were able to meet 

the requirements of the question. In part (a), most of candidates 

explained principles guiding the United Nations Organization. For 

example, one of the candidates provided the principles like sovereign 

equality, peaceful settlement of disputes, territorial integrity and 

political independence and non-intervention in domestic matters. In 

part (b), most of the candidates managed to explain forms of 

economic integration, such as free trade area, custom union, common 

market union, common monetary union. Extract 14.1 shows a good 

response from one of the candidates. 
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Extract 14.1 
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Extract 14.1 is a good response from a candidate who was able to 

provide the principles guiding the United Nations Organization in part 

(a), and he/she managed to explain forms of economic integration in 

part (b). 

The candidates who performed moderately provided insufficient 

explanations on both parts of the question. In part (a), some of the 

candidates were able to explain principles which guide the United 

Nations Organization in fulfilling its objective by providing two 

correct points out of the six required. Others provided the points 

without explanations. In part (b), most of the candidates were able to 

describe four forms of regional economic integration.  



77 

On the other hand, the candidates with poor performance, 49.5 

percent, failed to meet the demand of the question. In part (a), some 

of the candidates provided wrong answer. Others misinterpreted the 

question by providing the condition necessary for economic 

integration, such as common language and one currency. Others 

provided points like to ensure availability of resource, availability of 

market, and to improve technology which was incorrect. In part (b), 

the candidates failed to describe the forms of regional economic 

integration. For example, one of the candidates described forms, such 

as transaction, development, different resources and technological 

gain which were wrong. This shows that the candidates had 

inadequate knowledge on forms of regional economic integration. 

Extract 14.2 shows poor responses of a candidate. 
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Extract 14.2  
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Extract 14.2 shows responses from a candidate who was unable to 

explain principles which guide the United Nations Organization in 

fulfilling its objectives in part (a). He/she also failed to describe the 

four forms of regional economic integration in part (b). 
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2.2.7 Question 7: Economic Planning  

This question had two parts, (a) and (b). In part (a), the candidates 

were required to explain the meaning of economic concepts: (i) 

General planning, (ii) Compulsory planning, (iii) Short term 

planning, (iv) Medium term planning and (v) Perspective planning. 

In part (b) candidates were required to differentiate planning under 

command economies from planning under free market economies. 

The question was attempted by 42.9 percent of the candidates out of 

which 8.5 percent scored from 12 to 19.5 marks, 59.2 percent scored 

from 7 to 11.5 marks and 32.3 percent scored from 0 to 6.5 out of the 

20 allotted marks. The performance in this question was generally 

good. Figure 15 shows the distribution of the candidates’ scores. 

 

Figure 15: Candidates’ Performance in Question 7. 

Few candidates who scored high marks, 12 to 19.5, managed to 

provide the meaning of the given economic concepts. In part (a), the 

candidates had enough knowledge on the concepts of planning. For 

example, one of the candidates provided the meaning of general 

planning as the type of economic planning which cover all economic 

sectors of a country. In part (b), some of the candidates managed to 

distinguish planning under command economies from planning 

under market economies, i.e, under command economies the 

ownership of resources is under public while under free market 

economies the ownership of economic resources is by individual. 

Under command economy, planning is comprehensive, while under 

free market economies there is partial planning and under command 

economies the public is given first priority while under free market 
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economies the individual capitalist is given first priority. Extract 

15.1 shows a sample of a good response. 

Extract 15.1 
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Extract 15.1 is a good response from a candidate who was able to 

provide the meaning of economic concepts in part (a). He/she 

correctly distinguished planning under command economies from 

planning under market economies in part (b). 

The candidates who performed averagely in this question were able 

to explain the meaning of economic concepts. In part (a), some of 

the candidates were able to explain two or three meaning, while 

others were unable to explain any of those terms. In part (b), 

candidates differentiated planning under command economies from 

planning under free market by giving only few points. For example, 

one candidate provided only three points instead of five points. 

Moreover, the candidates who scored poorly were unable to explain 

all economic concepts given. For example, one of the candidates 

failed to explain the meaning of perspective planning. He/she 

explained that based on issue in the country economy for the 

production process in the country. In part (b), the candidates failed 

to differentiate planning under command economies from planning 

under market economies. For example, one of the candidates gave 

differences like planning in command economy not free planning 
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while planning for market economy are free planning for economic. 

In addition, some candidates provided the meaning of the concepts 

instead of distinguishing economic concepts. Extract 15.2 shows a 

sample of a poor response from a candidate.  

Extract 15.2 
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Extract 15.2 is a response of a candidate who was unable to explain 

the meaning of economic concepts in part (a). He/she also failed to 

differentiate planning under command economies from planning 

under market economies in part (b). 

2.2.8 Question 8: Structure of the Tanzanian Economy 

The question had two parts, (a) and (b). In part (a), the candidates 

were required to identify six obstacles faced by developing countries 

like Tanzania in their efforts to industrialization. In part (b), 

candidates were required to provide four solutions to overcome 

obstacles faced by developing countries like Tanzania in the process 

of industrialization.  
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The question was attempted by 96.6 percent of the candidates. Out of 

these, 76.5 percent scored from 12 to 20 marks, 21.1 percent scored 

from 7 to 11.5 marks and 2.4 percent scored from 0 to 6.5 out of the 

20 allotted marks. Generally, the performance in this question was 

good as 97.6 of the candidates scored from 7 marks and above. 

Figure 16 shows the distribution of the candidates’ scores. 

 

Figure 16: Candidates’ Performance in Question 8. 

The candidates who scored high marks (12 to 20 marks) were able to 

identify obstacles of industrialization processes faced by developing 

countries in part (a). For instance most of the candidates identified 

obstacles, such as shortage of hydroelectric power, low level of 

science and technology, lack of fund and poor development of the 

social and economic infrastructure. In part (b), the candidates 

managed to provide solutions on those obstacles, such as ensuring 

constant supply of hydroelectric power, improvement of 

infrastructure, clear policies on industrial sector. This indicates 

good mastering and competence of the subject matter in 

industrialization. Extract 16.1 shows a candidates' good response. 
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Extract 16.1 
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Extract 16.1 shows a sample of good response from a candidate who 

managed to identify obstacles of industrialization processes in 

Tanzania in part (a). A candidate also managed to provide solutions 

for obstacles of industrialization in part (b). 

The candidates who had average scores, 7 to 11.5 marks, were able 

to identify few obstacles of industrialization in developing 

countries. Some of the candidates managed to explain three 

obstacles. Others failed to explain their points correctly in part (a). 

In part (b), some of the candidates managed to provide only two 

points out of four while others listed all required points without 

explanations.  
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Moreover, few candidates who performed poorly, 2.4 percent, were 

unable to identify obstacles and solutions to overcome those 

obstacles faced by the developing countries in their effort to 

industrialize. This indicates that they had insufficient knowledge of 

the subject matter. For instance, in part (a), some of the candidates 

gave only two points. Others misinterpreted the demand of the 

question and identified things, such as population pressure, 

unstable export sector and dependence of one sector instead of 

obstacles of industrialization. In part (b), some of the candidates 

provided incorrect solutions for obstacles of industrial development. 

For example, one candidate provided incorrect solution such as 

quotas on pollution, environmental regulation and better property 

rights. A sample of a poor response is shown in Extract 16.2. 

Extract 16.2 
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Extract 16.2 shows responses from a candidate who provided types 

of trade barriers instead of obstacles faced by developing countries 

like Tanzania in their effort to industrialize in part (a). In part (b), a 

candidate failed to provide solution to overcome those obstacles.  
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3.0 ANALYSIS OF CANDIDATES’ PERFORMANCE PER TOPIC 

The topicwise analysis of 2018 ACSEE in Economics subject shows that the 

performance of the candidates was good since the candidates had good 

performance in 10 out of 16 topics examined. The performance of the 

candidates in the topics tested is summarized in Appendix A, where green 

colour indicates topics with good performance, yellow colour indicates topics 

with average performance and red colour indicates topics with weak 

performance. 

The topics with good performance include: Structure of the Tanzanian 

Economy (97.6%), Privatization (94.7%), Economic Growth and 

Development (92.9%), Public Finance (79.8%), Subject Matter of Economics 

(79.2%), Employment and Unemployment (72.6%), National Income (70.3%), 

Economic Planning (67.7%), Theories of Demand and Supply (64.2%) and 

Theory of the Firm (62%). The good performance on these topics was 

attributed to the fact that, the candidates were able to follow the required 

instructions; they were able to identify the tasks of the questions; and had 

sufficient knowledge on the subject matter. 

The averagely performed topics were Population (55.9%), Economic 

Integration and Cooperation (50.5%), Trade Cycle (47.3%) and Marketing and 

Distribution (36.5%). Average performance was a result of misconception of 

some concepts, partial knowledge on the concept related to the questions and 

inadequate explanations of some points. However, the performance in the 

topics of International Trade and Theory of Money was weak with an average 

of (27.1%) and (11.6%), respectively. The poor performance in these topics 

was caused by misinterpretation of the question, inadequate knowledge on the 

topics and attitude of students towards those topics. 

Furthermore, a comparison of candidates’ performance per topic for ACSEE 

2017 and 2018 is shown in Appendix B. The analysis shows that in 2018 

examination there has been a noticeable improvement in candidates’ 

performance on the topic of Theory of the Firm compared with 2017 

examination. Moreover, compared to 2017, on average, the candidates 

performed poorly in the topics of the International Trade and Theory of 

Money in 2018 Economics Examination (See Appendix B). The poor 

performances in these topics were caused by misinterpretations of the question 

in part (b) of both questions and inadequate knowledge on the sub-topics 

tested.  
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4.0 CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS  

4.1 Conclusion 

The general performance of the candidates in Economics subject for the 

2018 the Advanced Certificate of Secondary Education (ACSEE) was 

good. The candidates had good performance in 10 out of 16 topics 

examined in paper 1 and 2. The candidates performed well in this 

examination because they were able to identify the demand of the 

questions, follow the required instructions and they had a sufficient 

knowledge on the subject matter. Furthermore, other candidates did not 

perform well because of wrong interpretations of the requirements of the 

questions and inadequate knowledge on arithmetic and drawing skills. 

4.2 Recommendations 

In order to improve the performance of prospective candidates in this 

subject, it is recommended that: 

 

(a) Students should be encouraged to do many exercises to get experience 

in applying various formulas/concepts in answering questions as well 

as revising all the topics to make sure that they understand the 

concepts thoroughly well. 

 

(b) Subject teachers should strive to equip themselves with learner 

centred teaching and learning methods. They should also equip 

themselves with knowledge on current economic issues and apply 

them in teaching and learning of Economics. This will build interest 

or motivate students in the learning process. 

 

(c) Subject teachers should ensure that questioning and discussion elicit 

students’ thinking and solution strategies and should build on them, 

leading to greater clarity and precision. 

 

(d) Economics Syllabus should be covered on time by subject teachers in 

order to make students to acquire enough knowledge for all topics.  

 

(e) School administrators should ensure the availability and proper use of 

internet facilities or online materials and facilitate study tours, guest 

speakers with subject teachers as an alternative source of teaching and 

learning activities. This will broaden the students’ understanding and 

enable them to acquire knowledge and skills in different areas of the 

subject. 
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Appendix A 

Analysis of Candidates’ Performance in each topic 

 

S/n Topics 
No.of 

questions 

% of candidates 

who scored the 

average of 35 or 

above. 

Remarks 

1 Structure of the Tanzanian 

Economy 

1 97.6 Good 

2 Privatization 1 94.7 Good 

3 Economic Growth and 

Development 

1 92.9 Good 

4 Public finance 1 79.8 Good 

5 Subject Matter of 

Economics 

1 79.2 Good 

6 Employment and 

Unemployment 

1 72.6 Good 

7 National Income 1 70.3 Good 

8 Economic Planning 1 67.7 Good 

9 Theories of Demand and 

Supply 

1 64.2 Good 

10 Theory of the Firm 1 62.0 Good 

11 Population 1 55.9 Average 

12 Economic Integration and 

Cooperation 

1 50.5 Average 

13 Trade Cycle 1 47.3 Average 

14 Marketing and 

Distribution 

1 36.5 Average 

15 International Trade 1 27.1 Weak 

16 Theory of Money 1 11.6 Weak 
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Appendix B 

Comparison Summary of Candidates’ Performance per topic for ACSEE 

2017 and 2018 

S/N Topic 

2017 2018 
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3
5

 p
er

ce
n

t 
o
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a
b

o
v

e 

R
em

a
rk

s 

1 

Structure of 

Tanzanian 

Economy 

1 94.9 Good 1 97.6 Good 

2 Privatization   
 1 94.7 Good 

3 
Economic 

Growth and 

Development 

1 83.5 
 1 92.9 Good 

4 Public 

Finance 
1 65.9 

Good 1 79.8 Good 

5 
Subject Matter 

of Economics 
1 89.7 Good 1 79.2 Good 

6 

Employment 

and 

Unemploymen

t 

   1 72.6 Good 

7 
National 

Income 
1 54.7 

Average 
1 70.3 Good 

8 
Economic 

Planning 
  

 
1 67.7 Good 

9 

Theories of 

Demand and 

Supply 

1 75.7 Good 1 64.2 Good 

10 
Theory of the 

Firm 
1 18.7 

Weak 
1 62.0 Good 

11 Population 1 71.1 Good 1 55.9 Average 

12 

Economic 

Integration 

and 

Cooperation 

1 94.4 Good 1 50.5 Average 
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13 Trade Cycle 1 88.8 
Good 1 47.3 Average 

14 
Marketing and 

Distribution 
1 99.2 Good 1 36.5 Average 

15 
International 

Trade 
1 87.8 Good 1 27.1 Weak 

16 Theory of 

Money 
1 51.2 Average 

1 11.6 Weak 

17 Production 1 81.4 
Good 

   

18 Markets 1 49.9 
Average 

   

19 
Financial 

Institutions 
1 48.8 

Average 
   




