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FOREWORD 

The National Examinations Council of Tanzania is pleased to issue the 2020 

Candidates’ Items Response Analysis Report (CIRA) of the Advanced Certificate 

of Secondary Education Examination (ACSEE) in 112 History subject.  This report 

provides feedback to students, teachers, parents, policy makers and the public in 

general about the performance of the candidates. 

The Advanced Certificate of Secondary Education Examination marks the end of 

the two years of Advanced Secondary Education.  It evaluates the effectiveness of 

the education system in general and education delivery in particular.  Basically, 

candidates’ responses to the examination questions is one of the indicators of what 

the education system was able or unable to offer to the students in their two years 

of Advanced Secondary School Education. 

In this report, factors which have influenced the candidates to answer the questions 

correctly/incorrectly have been analysed. The analysis shows that candidates with 

high performance provided appropriate responses since they were able to identify 

the task for each question and had good knowledge of the subject matter and good 

mastery of the English language while those with weak performance lacked such 

qualities. The analysis of each question has been done whereby the strengths and 

weaknesses of the candidates in answering the questions have been shown. 
 

The National Examinations Council of Tanzania believes that this feedback will 

enable various education stakeholders to take proper teaching and learning 

interventions so as to enable the students to master the required skills and 

knowledge. 
 

Finally, the Council would like to express its appreciation to all who participated in 

the preparation of this report.  

 

 

 
 

Dr  Charles E. Msonde 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

The ACSEE 2020 history examination paper covered the 2009 syllabus and 

was set basing on the 2019 Examinations Format. It consisted of two papers; 

112/1 History1 and 112/2 History 2. Each paper consisted of seven (7) 

questions. Candidates were required to attempt a total of five (5) questions in 

each paper. Each question carried twenty (20) marks. Question one (1) in each 

paper was compulsory. According to the 2019 Examination format, the 

compulsory question is derived from any topic. Hence, both teachers and 

students are obligated to do a thorough coverage of all topics during the 

teaching and learning process. 
 

This report analyses the responses of the 112 History questions for the 

candidates who sat for the Advanced Certificate of Secondary Education 

Examination (ACSEE) in June – July, 2020 so as to provide feedback to the 

educational stakeholders on the performance of the candidates. 
 

A total of 37,816 candidates sat for 112 History in 2020 out of which 37,480 

candidates (99.65%) passed while 133 candidates (0.35%) failed. The results 

of 203 candidates have been withheld due to various reasons. This shows that 

the rate of performance in this year has increased by 0.74 percent compared to 

the 2019 results whereby out of the 39,046 candidates who sat for that 

examination, 38,398 candidates (98.91%) passed and 422 candidates (1.09%) 

failed and 226 candidates had their results withheld. 
 

The report highlights what candidates were required to do in each question and 

evaluates the strengths and weaknesses of candidates’ responses. Furthermore, 

it provides a statistical analysis of candidates’ performance and extracts which 

illustrate candidates’ good and poor responses. Finally the report gives the 

analysis of the candidates’ performance per topic, the conclusion, 

recommendations and an appendix which shows the percentage of the 

candidates who scored 35 percent and above. (from 7 to 20 marks). In this 

report, green, yellow and red colours are used to show good, average and weak 

performance respectively. The performance of candidates in this report is 

considered good if candidate scored from 12 to 20 marks (60% to 100%), 

average if the score is from 7 to 11.5 marks (35% to 59%) and weak if the 

score is from 0 to 6.5 marks (0% to 34%).  

The council expects that this report will enable teachers and students to 

improve the teaching and learning of History subject. 
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2.0 ANALYSIS OF THE CANDIDATES’ PERFOMANCE IN EACH 

QUESTION 

2.1 112/1 HISTORY 1 

2.1.1 Question 1 
 

The question was derived from the topic “Political and Economic 

Development in Tanzania since Independence”. The candidates were 

required to suggest ways that Tanzania can use to get rid of neo-

colonialism. This question was compulsory thus all candidates (37,816) 

attempted it and performance in this question was good as only 2.6 percent 

of the candidates had poor performance (0 - 6.5 marks), 31.9 percent of the 

candidates scored average marks (7 – 11.5) and majority of them (65.5%) 

had  good performance (12 – 18.5 marks) as shown in figure 1. 

 

 

Figure 1: Performance of Candidates in Question 1 

Candidates who scored marks ranging from 12 to 18.5 were able to propose 

rational ways that Tanzania could use to overcome hurdles to development 

specifically neocolonialism. Candidates proposed economic, political, 

technological and social aspects such as: encouragement of local investors, 

practicing good governance, emphasizing on the use of science and 

technology and promotion of Tanzanian culture, sports and games. The 

marks for the candidates varied due to different abilities of candidates in 

presenting the content and in producing relevant examples. Extract 1.1 is an 

example of the response from a candidate who performed relatively well in 

this question. 
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Extract 1.1: Sample of a good response to question 1  

 

In extract 1.1 the candidate was able to recommend some political, 

economic, technological and social cultural ways which Tanzania can adopt 

to eradicate neocolonialism. 
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Candidates who scored from 7 - 11.5 marks partly understood the 

requirements of the question but their responses had some weaknesses such 

as, failure to provide relevant examples to validate their arguments, 

inadequate explanations of the points, as well as failure to exhaust the 

required number of points. Such weaknesses lowered their marks. 

Candidates who scored marks ranging from 0 - 6.5, either failed to grasp 

the demands of the question or provided responses that were partly correct. 

Some candidates who got a few marks in this category were able to 

mention some correct points but provided irrelevant explanations. Other 

candidates mentioned the points but gave wrong explanations and some of 

these candidates did not exhaust the required number of points.  

Some of these candidates failed to interpret the question correctly. Some 

for example, dealt with the methods used by the Europeans to establish 

colonial rule in Africa and gave points like making treaties, the use of 

military conquest, the use of collaboration and the use of intimidation. This 

indicates that these candidates failed to distinguish between colonialism 

and neo-colonialism. Other candidates offered responses related to either 

the resistance against the imposition of colonial rule or the nationalist 

struggles for independence hence pointed out issues relating to the Maji 

Maji uprising and the establishment of political parties like TANU.  Extract 

1.2 is an example of a candidate who gave incorrect answer to the question.  
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Extract 1.2: A sample of the poor response to question 1 

In Extract 1.2 the candidate pointed out the methods used by the 

colonialists to impose colonial domination in Africa giving unclear 

explanations. 
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2.1.2 Question 2  

The question was set from the topic: “Pre-colonial African societies”. The 

candidates were supposed to argue against the statement that pre-colonial 

African societies were static, classless and unchanging. It was attempted by 

86.9 percent of the candidates and performance in the question was good 

since 70.6 percent of the candidates scored from 12 to 19 marks and very 

few candidates (4%) failed by scoring from 0 to 6.5 marks while only 25.4 

percent scored average marks (from 7 to 11.5). Figure 2 shows the 

performance of the candidates in question 2. 

 

Figure 2: Performance of Candidates in Question 2 

Candidates with knowledge on African societies were able to score marks 

ranging from 12 to 19 as they argued against the statement. They pointed 

various economic, social, political and technological developments which 

were attained by the pre-colonial African societies such as development of 

trading activities, agricultural transformations, cultural transformations, 

development of socio- political organizations such as clans, age-sets and 

state organizations and development of technology. Their arguments were 

supported with vivid examples. The variation of scores however, was 

caused by the candidates’ disparities in providing adequate arguments, 

giving adequate examples and organizing their work. Extract 2.1 shows a 

sample of a good response in this question. 
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Extract 2.1: A sample of a good response to question 2 

Extract 2.1 shows a part of a response from a candidate who despite some 

grammatical errors pointed out various changes that were adopted by pre-

colonial African societies to substantiate their dynamism.  
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Candidates who scored from 7 to 11.5 understood the demands of the 

question and pointed out some developments. However, they were not able 

to offer sufficient explanations and examples to validate their arguments. 

Moreover, some did not exhaust the required number of points.  

Candidates who scored from 0 to 6.5 marks had several weaknesses in their 

explanations. Despite providing partial explanations, these candidates 

centered their explanations on either economic or political aspects. 

Moreover, some candidates interpreted the term static as state, thus 

capitalized their arguments on centralized and decentralized states. These 

weaknesses led them to attain a few marks. 

Furthermore, there were candidates who failed to meet the demands of the 

question and they provided irrelevant answers. Some candidates for 

example, understood the word argue as agree thus they argued contrary to 

the demands of the question. Other candidates dealt with the characteristics 

of pre-colonial African societies giving points like: division of work based 

on age and sex, production owned by societies or families, use of crude 

tools in production as well as low level of technology. It was also noted 

that, the word “classless” in the stem of the question distracted some 

candidates who explained primitive communalism which was one of the 

classless modes of production in pre-colonial time. Extract 2.2 is an 

example of a poor response to this question. 
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Extract 2.2: A sample of a poor response to question 2 

In extract 2.2, the candidate deviated from the demands of the question and 

presented the features of primitive communalism.  
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2.1.3 Question 3 

This question was derived from the topic “Africa and Europe in the 15
th

 

century”. It required the candidates to analyse the economic and political 

impact of trade on Africa by the 15
th

 century by giving three points on each 

aspect. It was attempted by 68.5 percent of the candidates. Majority of the 

candidates (52.3%) scored from 7 to 11.5 and only 18.1 percent scored 

from 12 to 18.5 while 29.6 percent scored from 0 to 6.5 marks. The general 

performance of the candidates was good. Figure 3 shows the performance 

of the candidates in this question. 

 

Figure 3: Performance of Candidates in Question 3 

Candidates who scored from 12 to 18.5 were able to consider both the 

economic and political impact of trade on Africa and were able to identify 

the time frame set in the question. They also presented appropriate 

examples to support their points. These candidates also adhered to the 

restrictions of giving three points for economic impact and three points for 

political impact. The economic impact they presented included; increase of 

African wealth, stimulation of production, exploitation of African resources 

and acquisition of resources which were not locally obtained and the 

political impact presented included; strengthening of power of states and 

ruling classes, stimulation of the development of famous political cities, 

strengthening the relationship among people who participated in trade and 

integration of Africa with other continents.  Extract 3.1 represents a sample 

of a candidate whose response was in accordance with the requirements of 

the question. 
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Extract 3.1: A sample of a good response to question 3 

 

In Extract 3.1 the candidate was able to explain the economic and political 

impact of trade on Africa by the 15
th

 century. 

  

Candidates who scored marks ranging from 7 to 11.5, understood the 

requirements of the question and therefore pointed out some relevant 

points. However, they failed to provide sufficient explanations and 

examples. Moreover, some of the explanations and examples they gave 

were irrelevant. Such weaknesses lowered their marks. 

 

Candidates whose scores ranged from 0 to 6.5 marks did not understand the 

requirements of the question fully and thus offered some irrelevant 

responses. There were candidates for example, who interpreted the term 

impact as only negative effects. Therefore, their responses focused only on 

the negative effects of trade. These candidates did not exhaust all points 

demanded. Other candidates included social effects of trade in their 

responses contrary to the demands the question. Candidates with such 

weaknesses did not score more than 6.5 marks. Some candidates explained 

the effects of trade after the 15
th

 century and capitalized their analysis on 

the Trans-Atlantic slave trade and legitimate trade. This deviation was 

caused by poor conception of the time boundary set in the question (by 

the15
th

 century). Extract 3.2 shows a sample of a relatively poor response 

on this question. 
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Extract 3.2: A sample of a poor response to question 3 

 

In Extract 3.2 the candidate focused on the effects of the Trans-Atlantic 

Slave trade on Africa due to failure to realize the time boundary set in the 

question.  
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2.1.4 Question 4  

The question was set from the topic: “People of African origin in the New 

World”. It required the candidates to examine the causes and objectives of 

the Civil Rights Movement in America.  It was attempted by 83.3 percent 

of the candidates. The performance in this question was good since the 

majority of the candidates (60.4%) scored from 12 to 18 marks, 37.7 

percent of the candidates scored from 7 to 11.5 and very few candidates 

(1.9%) failed by scoring from 0 to 6.5 marks. Figure 4 shows the 

performance of the candidates in this question. 

 

 

Figure 4: Performance of Candidates in Question 4 

Candidates who scored marks ranging from 12 to 18, identified the 

demands of the question and explained the causes of Civil Rights 

Movements which were advocated by the blacks in America giving vivid 

examples. Some of the causes which were pointed out included: excessive 

discrimination, denial of black rights, rise of black elites and evangelists as 

well as over exploitation and oppression. They were also able to explain the 

objectives of these movements such as: the need to attain their civil rights, 

need for equal employment opportunities, the need to acquire basic 

necessities as whites and the need to develop unity and solidarity of all 

blacks in the world. Extract 4.1 is a sample of a good response from one of 

the candidates to this question. 
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Extract 4.1: A sample of a relatively good response to question 4 

In Extract 4.1 despite some grammatical errors in the response, the 

candidate was able to explain the causes and objectives of the Civil Rights 

Movement in America. 

Candidates who scored marks ranging from 7 to 11.5 were able to identify 

the demands of the question but gave responses which were partly right. In 

most cases, they failed to provide detailed explanations in their responses 

and lacked vivid examples to justify their arguments. Moreover, some of 

these candidates failed to distinguish the causes from the objectives and 

thus mixed up the two. Candidates’ marks differed due to their degree of 

accuracy. 

Candidates who scored from 0 to 6.5 failed to understand fully the demands 

of the question. In most cases, some provided outlines that lacked specific 

examples. Some candidates provided either causes or objectives with 

scanty arguments which did not deserve high marks.  Some of these 

candidates dealt with the concept of back to Africa movement, while others 

dealt with the concept of black solidarity. Extract 4.2 is an example of one 

of the poor responses to this question. 
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Extract 4.2: A sample of a poor response to question 4 

In Extract 4.2 the candidate focused on the concept of back to Africa 

movement contrary to the demands of the question.  
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2.1.5 Question 5 

This question was derived from the topic “Colonial economy and social 

services after the 2
nd

 world war”. It required the candidates to analyse the 

major transformations in the colonial economy which were prompted by 

the impact of the 1939 – 1945 imperialist war.  The question was attempted 

by 56.1 percent of the candidates. Majority of the candidates (61.8%) 

scored from 12 to 18.5 marks and 32.2 percent scored from 7 to 11.5 marks 

while very few candidates (6%) scored from 0 to 6.5 marks. The general 

performance in this question was good. Figure 5 summarizes the 

performance of the candidates in this question. 

 

Figure 5: Performance of Candidates in Question 5 

The candidates who scored marks ranging from 12 to 18.5 were able to 

analyse the major transformations that were initiated in the colonial 

economy to revive the economy which was ruined by the 1939 – 1945 

imperialist war. These candidates realized that the 1939 - 1945 imperialist 

war mentioned in the question was the Second World War. Moreover, they 

were aware of the impact of the said crisis.  This knowledge enabled them 

to point out the strategies which were initiated to revive the capitalist 

economy that had a negative impact from the war. Their analysis therefore 

based on agricultural transformation, creation of processing industries in 

the colonies, improvement of transport and communication, expansion of 

colonial labour and intensification of colonial exploitation.  
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Their points were validated with vivid examples. Candidates’ marks in this 

group varied depending on the strength of the explanations and ability of 

the candidates in providing vivid examples. Extract 5.1 exemplifies a 

sample of a candidate who did well in the question. 
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Extract 5.1: An example of a good response in question 5 

 

Extract 5.1 shows a part of a response from a candidate who was able to 

analyse the major transformations done in the colonial economy in Africa 

after 1945. 

Candidates who scored from 7 to 11.5 marks understood the demands of 

the question but were unable to give sufficient explanations and relevant 

examples. In most cases, they mixed relevant and irrelevant points. 

The candidates who scored marks ranging from 0 to 6.5 had various 

weaknesses in their responses. Some for example, mentioned correct points 

but provided partial explanations and false examples and others provided a 

relevant introduction but their points and explanations in the main body 

were irrelevant. Some of the candidates went astray from the demands of 

the question and concentrated on the general effects of the Second World 

War giving points like: depopulation, destruction of African properties, 

poverty, famine and hunger, poor provision of social services as well as 

economic depression. Such responses were caused by the presence of the 

phrase “impact of the 1939 – 1945 imperialist war” in the stem of the 

question. Candidates with such responses read the question hurriedly and 

failed to associate that phrase with the basic phrase of the question “major 

transformations in the colonial economy”. Moreover, other candidates in 
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this category, dealt with the characteristics of colonial economy giving 

points like; monoculture agriculture, exploitative in nature, concentration 

on minerals and agricultural production, import and export oriented as 

well as existence of land alienation and forced labour. Extract 5.2 is an 

example from a candidate who provided wrong responses to this question. 
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Extract 5.2:  A sample of a poor response to question 5 

In Extract 5.2 the candidate deviated from the question by analysing the 

effects of the World Wars.   
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2.1.6 Question 6 

This question was set from the topic “Colonial economy and social services 

after the 2nd World War”. It required the candidates to examine the effects 

associated with the expansion of health, housing and water supply services 

in Africa after 1945. This question was the least attempted in 112/1 History 

1 as only 47.9 percent of the candidates did the question. However, the 

performance in this question was good since only 8.5 percent scored from 0 

to 6.5 and the majority of the candidates (51.6%) scored from 7 to 11.5 

marks while 39.9 percent of the candidates scored from 12 to 17.5 marks as 

shown in figure 6. 

 

 

Figure 6: Performance of Candidates in Question 6 

Candidates whose marks ranged from 12 to 17.5 provided relevant points 

such as: attraction of more settlers, expansion of towns, acceleration of 

racial segregation as well as uneven development. Moreover, they were 

able to give relevant examples to support their points. The more accurate 

the explanations and examples were, the higher the marks the candidate 

scored. Extract 6.1 represents a sample of a good response to question 6. 
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Extract 6.1: A sample of a good response to question 6 

 

Extract 6.1: shows a part of a candidate’s response. The candidates 

examined the effects of expanding the social services after the Second 

World War. 
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Candidates who scored marks ranging from 7 to 11.5 were also able to 

identify the demands of the question. However, their responses had some 

weaknesses such as; failure to provide sufficient explanations and vivid 

examples to support their points, providing of irrelevant explanations and 

providing a mixture of correct and wrong responses.  

 

Candidates who scored marks ranging from 0 to 6.5 had several limitations. 

Some of these candidates mentioned the points but explanations given were 

irrelevant. Some other candidates scored marks in the introduction because 

they had a general knowledge on the subject matter but they were unable to 

provide relevant explanations and vivid examples. Some candidates 

diverged from the demands of the question and thus scored 0. Some for 

example, examined the obstacles encountered in the provision of social 

services and others dealt with the effects people got after missing specific 

services notably, health and water and ignored other services. Extract 6.2 

provides an example of a poor response in question 6. 

 



36 

 

 



37 

 

 
Extract 6.2: A sample of a wrong response to question 6  

 

In extract 6.2, the candidate was wrong because of presenting the obstacles 

of providing/improving social services contrary to the demands of the 

question. 
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2.1.7 Question 7 

The question was set from the topic “Influence of external forces and the 

rise of nationalism and the struggle for independence”. The question tested 

the candidates’ ability to recognize the moral and material support of the 

United Nations in the decolonization process of Africa. It was attempted by 

57.1 percent of the candidates. The general performance of the candidates 

was good as only 15 percent of the candidates scored from 0 to 6.5 while 

52 percent of the candidates scored from 7 to 11.5 marks and 33 percent of 

the candidates scored from 12 to 18 marks. Figure 7 provides a statistical 

analysis of the performance. 

 

Figure 7: Performance of Candidates in Question 7 

Candidates who were competent on the concept of nationalism and the 

struggle for independence scored good marks ranging from 12 to 18. They 

showed various ways in which the United Nations supported the African 

nations to struggle against their colonial masters. Some of the responses 

given included: encouraging colonies to form political parties, supporting 

the anti-colonial pressure groups, herding conferences with African 

political leaders, establishing the charter on African decolonization and 

inspiring the principle of self-determination which forced the colonizers to 

grant independence. Candidates in this category were also able to 

substantiate their points with concrete examples and clear explanations. 

However, scores varied due to the degree of correctness of the explanations 

and examples among the candidates. Extract 7.1 shows a correct response 

to this question.  
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Extract 7.1: A sample of a relatively good response to question 7 

 

Extract 7.1 shows a part of a response in which despite minor grammatical 

and punctuation errors in the text, the candidate explained the contributions 

of the United Nations in the decolonization process of Africa.  

  

Most candidates who scored marks ranging from 7 to 11.5 provided mixed 

responses on the role of the United Nations with the United States of 

America and Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR). This was mainly 

caused by partial understanding of the requirements of the question. 

Candidates who concentrated on the role of the UN provided insufficient 

explanations to justify their points thus their marks did not exceed 11.5 

marks.  

 

The responses of the candidates who scored from 0 to 6.5 varied in 

weaknesses.  Some provided partial explanations of a few correct points 

while others scored a mark from the introduction only after giving a 

relevant description of the decolonization process.  Some candidates 

misinterpreted the question and thus did not score any mark in this 

question. Some for example, highlighted the problems facing African 
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countries. Other candidates explained the methods used by African nations 

to regain their independence focusing on revolutions, negotiations and 

armed struggles. However, most candidates who failed in this question 

responded solely on the motives used by USA and USSR to support the 

decolonization process in Africa. Extract 7.2 represents a sample from a 

candidate whose response did not meet the requirements of the question. 
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Extract 7.2:  A sample of a poor response to question 7 

 

In extract 7.2 the candidate went astray explaining the hurdles to 

development among African nations. 
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2.2 112/2 HISTORY 

2.2.1 Question 1 

The question was set from the topic “The Rise of Capitalism in Europe”. It 

required the candidates to show how Africa was affected by the new trade 

relations which developed after the abolition of Trans-Atlantic slave trade. 

This question was compulsory, thus all candidates attempted it. The 

performance in the question was good as 42.3 percent scored from 12 to 

19.5 and very few (8.5%) failed by scoring from 0 to 6.5 marks while 49.2 

percent of the candidates had their marks ranging from 7 to 11.5. Figure 8 

shows the performance of the candidates in the question. 

 

 

Figure 8: Performance of Candidates in Question 1 

The candidates who scored from 12 to 19.5 marks understood the effects of 

the abolition of the Trans-Atlantic slave trade in Africa, thus, they were 

able to provide correct points with clear explanations and vivid examples 

such as: technological stagnation, establishment of monopoly companies, 

integration of African economies to the capitalist economies, spread of 

Christianity in the interior of Africa, introduction of cash crops, intensive 

exploitation of African resources and collapse of African states. The points 

were also within the question time frame.  
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These candidates differed in scores because those who scored lower marks 

in this group had limitations like; failure to meet the required number of 

points, partial elaborations of some points, shortage of good examples in 

some points and answering out of the time boundary set in the question 

(after the abolition of Trans-Atlantic slave trade) while explaining or giving 

examples in some points. Extract 8.1 shows an example from a candidate 

who provided a good response to this question. 
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Extract 8.1:  A sample of a good response to question 1  

 

Extract 8.1 is part of a correct response from a candidate who understood 

the demands of the question and explained how Africa was affected by the 

so called legitimate trade which developed after the abolition of the Trans-

Atlantic slave trade. 

 

The candidates who scored from 7 to 11.5 marks were able to give 

relatively few correct points out of the required six points. Some of these 

candidates split some of the main points into several sub points which in 

real sense meant the same. A point like technological stagnation for 

example, was split into several sub points such as decline of handcraft 

industries and decline of iron technology. Other candidates presented 

relevant points but provided insufficient elaborations which lacked specific 

examples. One notable, serious challenge of some of these candidates was 

to center some of their explanations and examples beyond the time frame 

set in the question. These candidates mixed relevant responses with issues 

pertaining to pre-colonial long distance trade and triangular slave trade. 
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The responses of the candidates who scored from 0.5 to 6.5 marks had 

several weaknesses. Some of these weaknesses included; inability to 

express themselves well, lack of detailed facts and provision of irrelevant 

examples. In some cases, some of these candidates would score a mark 

only from the introduction part. 

 

Some candidates, who scored 0 mark diverged from the demands of the 

question. Some for example, dealt with the demands of the working class 

movements in Britain thus provided points like: improvement of working 

conditions, increase of salaries and reduction of long working hours.  The 

phrases “trade relations” in the stem of the question distracted these 

candidates to think of “trade unionism”. Other candidates dealt with the 

colonialists demands in Africa and thus provided points like: the need for 

raw materials, cheap labour and market. Furthermore, some other 

candidates in this category centered their responses on the rise of 

mercantilism, triangular slave trade, effects of the East Africa long distance 

trade and Trans Saharan slave trade. Extract 8.2 illustrates one of the 

examples of a poor response to this question. 
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Extract 8.2: A sample of a poor response to question 1  

 

Extract 8.2 shows a response from a candidate who explained the impact of 

mercantilism on Africa. 

 



49 

 

2.2.2 Question 2 

This question was derived from the topic “The Rise of Democracy in 

Europe”. It required the candidates to assess the contributions of scholars to 

the rise of democracy in Europe. A reasonable number of candidates (64%) 

attempted this question. The performance  in this question was generally 

good  since only a few candidates (9%) scored from 0 to 6.5 marks, 42.1 

percent scored from 7 to 11.5 marks while 48.9 percent scored from 12 to 

18.5 marks. Figure 9 shows the performance of the candidates in the 

question. 

 

Figure 9: Performance of Candidates in Question 2 

The candidates who scored from 12 to 18.5 marks showed good mastery of 

the question and thus, they were able to evaluate numerous ways through 

which intellectuals accelerated democracy in Europe. They gave points 

like: insisting on free election of leaders, propagating the removal of 

government interference in trade and other economic sectors, encouraging 

separation of power, freedom of exchanging ideas, women empowerment, 

discouraging classes in the society and discouraging hereditary 

leaderships. Other candidates went further and assessed the contribution of 

each individual philosopher/ intellectual such as Jean Jacques Rousseau, 

Marie Voltaire, Baron de Montesquieu, John Locke, Adam Smith, John 

Dewey and Karl Marx. The disparity of the marks in this category was due 

to differences in coherence of points, explanation and examples given. 

Extract 9.1 shows an example of a relatively well presented response to this 

question.  
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Extract 9.1: A sample of a good response to question 2  

 

Extract 9.1 shows a part of a response from a candidate who was able to 

evaluate the contributions of the intellectuals to the rise of democracy in 

Europe. 
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The candidates who scored from 7 to 11.5 marks understood the demands of 

the question and provided some relevant points. However, some errors were 

identified in their responses. Such errors included: partial explanation of 

some points, lack of vivid examples and repetition of some points. The point 

of “free election” for example, was fragmented into “fair election” and “free 

election”. Although such points were regarded separately by few candidates, 

in the real sense they had the same perspective. Others also mixed some 

irrelevant points in their explanations.  

 

The common traits observed in the responses of the scorers of 0 to 6.5 marks 

were; shallow explanations with few examples and insufficient elaborations 

and good examples. Some candidates in this group dealt with the pillars of 

democracy providing points like: rule of law; good governance and 

accountability. These candidates scored a mark only from the introduction. 

The candidates who scored 0 mark had misconceptions of the demands of 

the question and failed to provide a good introduction. The misconceptions 

included; dealing with the effects of Glorious, Bolsheviks and French 

Revolutions. Similarly, some candidates mixed the humanitarians’ efforts to 

the abolition of slave trade in Africa and the rise of democracy in Europe. 

Humanitarians like William Wilberforce and Granville Sharp were used as a 

point of reference. 

 

Some other candidates relied on economic perspectives such as the demise 

of feudalism and emergence of capitalism as the contribution to the rise of 

democracy in Europe. Such candidates focused their discussion on 

industrial, scientific and commercial revolutions. Extract 9.2 is a sample of a 

poor response to this question. 
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Extract 9.2: A sample of a poor response to question 2 

  

Extract 9.2 shows a part of the response of a candidate who explained the 

effects of democracy in Europe instead of the contribution of intellectuals to 

the rise of democracy. 
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2.2.3 Question 3 

This question was derived from the topic “Imperialism and the Territorial 

Division of the World”. It demanded the candidates to examine factors 

which facilitated the unification in Germany and Italy. Majority of the 

candidates (88.3%) attempted the question whereby only 8.1 percent scored 

from 0 to 6.5 marks, 45.4 percent scored from 7 to 11.5 percent and 46.5 

percent scored from 12 to 18.5 marks as shown in Figure 10. 

 

 

Figure 10: Performance of Candidates in Question 3 

The scorers of 12 to 18.5 marks demonstrated better understanding of the 

unification which occurred in Italy and Germany between late 1840s and 

1870s. They presented the factors that accelerated the unification of the 

states in question. Such factors included: the role played by leaders, writers 

and philosophers, the desire for development, influence of the military, the 

use of common language, foreign assistance and the role of 1848 

revolutions. The variation of scores among candidates was caused by the 

disparities in their ability to provide adequate arguments, examples and in 

organizing their work. Extract 10.1 shows an example from a candidate 

who performed well in this question. 



55 

 

 
Extract 10.1: A sample of a correct response to question 3 

 

Extract 10.1 is a part of a response from a candidate who examined the 

factors that facilitated unification in Germany and Italy. 
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Some candidates who scored from 7 to 11.5 marks provided fewer relevant 

points. Some provided superficial explanations on the correct points while 

others provided false examples of scanty explanations. These weaknesses 

limited the candidates to score high marks. 

 

Candidates whose scores ranged from 0 to 6.5 marks outlined their points 

giving scanty explanations with no precise examples. Other candidates in 

this category wrote irrelevant issues on the unification of Germany and 

Italy and thus scored a mark only from the introduction. Candidates who 

scored 0 mark relied much on the rise of the dictatorial regime in Germany 

and Italy in 1920s. They explained the effects of the First World War as a 

catalyst of Nationalism in these countries. They gave points like: the effects 

of Versailles Peace Treaty and weakness of the League of Nations. 

Furthermore, some candidates misunderstood the question and regarded the 

unification in the two states as either European nationalism or unification 

between German and Italy. Extract 10.2 shows one of the poor responses in 

this question. 
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Extract 10.2: A sample of a poor response to question 3  

 

In extract 10.2 the candidate went astray by explaining how the First 

World War activated Germany and Italy unification instead of examining 

the factors for unification in German and Italy. 

2.2.4 Question 4 

The question was set from the topic “Rise of Socialism”. It required the 

candidates to analyse the impact of Chinese Communist Revolution in 

China. It was attempted by 64.6 percent of the candidates. The performance 

in this question was good since only 4.3 percent of the candidates failed by 

scoring from 0 to 6.5 marks and 39.2 percent scored average marks (from 7 

to 11.5 marks) while the majority (56.5 %) scored from 12 to 18 marks. 

Figure 11 shows the performance of the candidates in the question. 

 



59 

 

 

Figure 11: Performance of Candidates in Question 4 

Candidates with good performance (from 12 to 18 marks) had a correct 

interpretation of the question and provided the impact of the Chinese 

revolution such as: elimination of feudal relations, economic reforms, 

development in agricultural and industrial sectors, establishment of a 

communist state and development of science and technology. Variation of 

the candidates’ scores was due to disparity in strengths of arguments and 

comprehensiveness of the responses. A few obstacles such as wrong 

examples and scanty explanations for example, denied some candidates 

higher marks. Extract 11.1 demonstrates a good response to this question. 
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Extract 11.1: A sample of a good response to question 4 

 

In extract 11.1 the candidate analysed correctly the impact of the Chinese 

Communist Revolution. 

 

 

 

 



62 

 

Candidates who scored from 7 to 11.5 marks had several weaknesses. Some 

failed to give the required number of points, some mixed correct and 

incorrect points and others exhausted the required number of points but 

failed to provide appropriate explanations and examples.  

 

Candidates who score from 0 to 6.5 marks, had the following mistakes; 

failure to meet the required number of points, repetition of some points, 

shallow explanations and false examples in some points. Candidates’ marks 

varied depending on the number of such errors. Some of these candidates 

did not understand the demand of the question. Some for example, dealt 

with the causes of the Chinese Revolution and provided points like: 

presence of the feudal system, the influence of the 1917 Russian revolution 

and poor living conditions while others focused on communal mode of 

production. Extract 11.2 is an example from one of the candidates who 

deviated from the demands of the question. 

 
Extract 11.2: A sample of a poor response to question 4 
 

Extract 11.2 shows a part of a poor response from a candidate who 

concentrated on showing the problems China faced. 
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2.2.5 Question 5 

The question was derived from the topic “Emergence of USA as a New 

Capitalist Superpower”. It required the candidate to analyse factors that led 

to USA’s great economic prosperity after the First World War. The 

question was done by 83.6 percent of the candidates. The performance in 

the question was good as 35.8 percent scored from 12 to 18.5 marks, 44.7 

percent scored from 7 to 11.5 and only 19.5 percent of the candidates failed 

by scoring from 0 to 6.5 percent. Figure 12 shows the performance of the 

candidates in question 5. 

 

 

Figure 12: Performance of Candidates in Question 5 

 

The candidates who scored from 12 to 18.5 marks had enough knowledge 

on the USA as a capitalist super power. They were able to responds to the 

demand of the question by providing the required number of points with 

clear explanations and supporting examples.  Some of the points they 

provided include; presence of plenty of raw materials, good government 

economic policies, development of giant corporations, development of 

transport infrastructures, advertisements, cosmopolitan nature of USA 

citizens and the role of USA in World Wars.  The variation of their scores 

however, was caused by disparities in providing adequate and relevant 

examples and in organizing their work. Extract 12.1 is an example of a 

relevant response to this question.  
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Extract 12.1: A sample of a good response to question 5 

 

In Extract 12.1, the candidate was able to analyse the factors that led to 

USA’s great economic prosperity after the First World War. 
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The candidates who scored from 7 to 11.5 marks provided suitable 

arguments on the factors that stimulated the USA economic hegemony with 

some limitations. This showed their partial knowledge of the subject matter 

in question. Failure to provide detailed clarifications on some points, 

repetitions of some points and incorporating examples which were out of 

context were some of their weaknesses. The marks varied because of the 

mistakes they made. 

 

Candidates who scored from 0 to 6.5 marks failed to exhaust the demands 

of the question. Most of these candidates concentrated only on the analysis 

of the profits USA made after playing the middleman role in the World 

Wars. This was attributed to the presence of the phrase “after the first war” 

in the stem of the question. These candidates were able to score some few 

marks out of this point depending on the degree of accuracy of their 

explanations. Other scanty analyses in other points were awarded weak 

marks too. Some candidates gave the effects of the First World War and 

provided points like: the destruction of properties and death of people. 

Some concentrated on the strategies employed by the USA to reconstruct 

the economy of the capitalist powers in Europe focusing their analysis on 

points lik;e Marshall Plan, New deal and open door policy. Extract 12.2 

illustrates one of the poor responses to this question.  
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Extract 12.2 : A sample of  a poor response on question 5 

 

Extract 12.2 shows a part of a poor response from a candidate who deviated 

from the demands of the question by analysing the impact of the First 

World War on USA. 
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2.2.6 Question 6 

The question was derived from the topic “Threats to World Peace after the 

Second World War”. It required the candidates to justify the statement that 

the Jewish Arab war of 1967 was inevitable. This question was not done by 

most candidates. It was also the question that had the least performance in 

this paper. It was attempted by only 33.6 percent of the candidates and the 

general performance of the question was average as few candidates (12.5%) 

scored good marks (from 12 to 19.5), 45.9 percent scored from 7 to 11.5 

marks while a considerable number of candidates (41.6%) failed by scoring 

from 0 to 6.5 marks. Figure 13, summarizes the performance in this 

question. 

 

 

 

Figure 13: Performance of Candidates in Question 6 

The candidates who scored from 12 to 19.5 marks had knowledge on the 

Middle East crisis and were able to explain the circumstances that triggered 

off the 1967 Jewish - Arab war (Six Days War). Besides, their good 

performance was a result of their understanding of the series of wars in the 

Middle East including the 1956 (Suez Sinai war) and the 1973 (Yom 

Kippur). These candidates were able to differentiate the wars in the Middle 

East and justify the inevitability of the 1967 war by giving points like: the 

refusal of Arab states to give Israel official and legal recognition, Political 

upheavals in Syria in 1966 which brought Ba’ath Party to power, the 

extreme hatred of the Jews by the Arab which brought Arab states together 

and Israel attack of Arab land. Moreover, their essays were well organized 
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and were supported by concrete examples. Extract 13.1 is one of the good 

responses to question 6. 

 

 
Extract 13.1: A sample of a good response to question 6  

 

Extract 13.1 shows a part of a response from a candidate who was able to 

state the causes of Jewish - Arab war of 1967. 
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Although candidates who scored from 7 to 11.5 managed to give some 

relevant points, they failed to explain them clearly. Some candidates failed 

to exhaust the required number of points. Other candidates repeated some 

points and thus could not exhaustively answer the required number of 

points. 

 

Candidates who scored marks ranging from 0.5 to 6.5 had several 

weaknesses. Some failed to understand the demands of the question. In 

most cases, they either outlined or split some of the main points into several 

independent points. Some provided scanty explanations on the relevant 

points. Furthermore, some of these candidates scored a mark from the 

introduction part only since their responses in the main body were 

irrelevant. 

 

Candidates that got 0 mark diverged from the demands of the question. 

Some explained the causes of 1956 (Suez - Sinai war) and Ramadan War of 

1973. These candidates failed to differentiate the sequence of events 

pertaining to the Middle East Crises.  Some candidates explained the causes 

of creation of the Jewish state as the reason for the occurrence of the war 

whereas others explained the effects of Jewish - Arab war.  Extract 13.2 

demonstrates a irrelevant response to the question. 
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Extract 13.2: A sample of a poor response to question 6 

 

Extract 13.2 shows a part of a poor response from a candidate who 

explained the effects of Jewish-Arab war instead of explaining the causes 

of Jewish-Arab war of 1967. 
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2.2.7 Question 7 

This question was set from the topic “Neo- colonialism and the Question of 

Underdevelopment in Third World Countries”. It required the candidates to 

validate the statement that the underdevelopment in the third world 

countries is caused by the internal dynamics.  

 

The question was attempted by 94 percent of the candidates. The 

performance  in the question was good since the majority of the candidates 

(73.8%) scored from 12 to 19.5 marks, 23.6 percent scored from 7 to 11.5 

marks and very few candidates (2.6%) failed by scoring from 0 to 6.5 

marks. Figure 14 shows the performance of the candidates in this question. 

 

 

 

Figure 14: Performance of Candidates in Question in Question 7 

Candidates who performed well in this question validated the statement by 

providing the internal dynamics that brought about the underdevelopment 

of Third World countries. They pointed out facts like: overpopulation and 

high dependency, diseases, poor planning and implementation of economic 

policies, political instabilities in some countries, natural disasters, poor 

infrastructures, corruption and embezzlements of public funds. Such points 

were supported by relevant examples from the countries with such 

challenges. The degree of accuracy of explanations and examples provided 

differed among the candidates hence their marks ranged from 12 to 19.5. 

Extract 14.1 shows a good response from one of the candidates. 
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Extract 14.1: A sample of a good response to question 7 

 

Extract 14.1 shows a part of a response from a candidate who was able to 

show the internal dynamics that led to the underdevelopment of the Third 

World countries. 

 

Candidates who scored from 7 to 11.5 marks were able to provide 

appropriate answers but their responses had several weaknesses. Majority 

of candidates in this group mixed internal and external factors. Other 

candidates provided fewer points than the required number and some 

repeated some of the points. Moreover, most of these candidates failed to 

provide relevant examples to validate their points.  
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Other candidates who got from 5 to 6.5 marks had partial explanations, few 

points, false examples in some points and an irrelevant introduction. Some 

candidates scored 0 mark as they diverged from the demands of the 

question. Some of these candidates focused on external factors of 

underdevelopment providing points like: neo-colonialism, unequal 

exchange, mercantilism, slave trade and slave trade. This implies that, 

these candidates did not understand the concept of internal dynamics. 

Likewise, other candidates explained the solutions to overcome 

underdevelopment in the Third World countries by providing points like: 

improvement of science and technology and improvement of social services. 

Extract 14.2 illustrates one of the poor responses to this question. 
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Extract 14.2: A sample of a poor response to question 7  

 

In extract 14.2 the candidate explained the external factors for the 

underdevelopment of the Third World Countries instead of the factors 

explaining internal dynamics.  
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3.0 ANALYSIS OF THE CANDIDATES’ PERFOMANCE PER TOPIC 

 

The analysis of the questions reveals that a total of 13 out of all 15 topics 

were examined. These topics are: Pre-colonial African societies, Africa and 

Europe in the 15
th

 century, people of African origin in the New World, 

colonial economy and social services after the second world war, The 

influence of external forces and the rise of nationalism and the struggle for 

independence and political and Economic Development in Tanzania since 

independence in 112/1 History paper 1. 

 

In 112/2 History 2, topics which were examined were: The rise of 

capitalism in Europe, the rise of democracy in Europe, imperialism and the 

territorial division of the world, rise of socialism, emergence of USA as a 

new capitalist superpower, Threats to world peace after the Second World 

War as well as Neo-colonialism and the question of underdevelopment in 

the third world.   

 

The 2020 ACSEE analysis done on each question in History subject 

revealed that twelve (12) topics had good performance and only one (01) 

topic (Threats to world peace after the Second World War) had  average 

performance (See appendix). 

The analysis farther shows that the performance in the topics: Emergence of 

USA as a new capitalist superpower has improved from average 

performance in 2019 to good performance in 2020. The same applies to the 

topics People of African origin in the New World and Threats to world 

peace after the Second World War which had poor performance in 2019. 

The performance in these topics has improved to good and average 

performance respectively. A total 9 topics have maintained good 

performance in 2020.  
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4.0 CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

4.1 CONCLUSION 
 

Despite improvement of performance, some candidates’ responses were of 

poor quality. The limitations observed included; lack of knowledge of the 

concepts in the questions, inability to express themselves in English 

language and misinterpretation of some questions. Moreover, the topic 

Threat to the World Peace after the Second World War has continued to be 

a “threat” to some candidates. The question in this topic was attempted by 

relatively a few number of candidates (33.6%). The performance in this 

question was the lowest in both papers.  

 

4.2 RECOMENDATIONS 
 

In order to improve the performance of the candidates it is suggested that: 

(a) Teachers should guide students to read relevant written texts so as 

to acquire adequate knowledge. 
 

(b) Teachers and students should follow up the Darasa on line series of 

lessons on the topic Threats to World Peace after the Second World 

War on www.nectaonline. The lessons will enable them to acquire 

adequate knowledge of the topic in question. 

 

(c) Various teaching and learning strategies stipulated in the syllabus 

such as inviting guest speakers should be used by the teachers so as 

to cement students’ knowledge. The emphasis should be put on the 

topic: Threats to World Peace after the Second World War. If 

possible, an expatriate with knowledge of international affairs 

especially on the Middle East crisis should be invited. 
 

(d) Students should be encouraged to use English language in their day 

to day communication so as to improve their language skills. 
 

(e) Candidates must be emphasized to read the questions carefully 

before attempting them so as to understand the requirements. 
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Appendix  

The Performance of Candidates in each Topic 

 

S/N 

 

Topic 

Number of 

questions 

per topic 

Percentage 

of 

candidates 

who 

scored an 

average of 

35 percent 

or more 

 

Remarks 

1.  
People of African 

Origin in the New 

World. 

1 98.1 
Good 

2.  
Political and 

Economic 

Development in 

Tanzania Since 

Independence. 

1 97.4 

Good 

3.  
Neo – Colonialism 

and the Question 

of 

Underdevelopment 

in Third World 

Countries. 

1 97.4 

Good 

4.  
Pre - Colonial 

African Societies. 
1 96.0 

Good 

5.  
The  Rise of 

Socialism 
1 95.7 

Good 

6.  
Colonial Economy 

and Social 

Services after the 

Second World 

War. 

2 92.75 

Good 

7.  
Imperialism and 

the Territorial 

Division of the 

World. 

1 91.9 

Good 
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S/N 

 

Topic 

Number of 

questions 

per topic 

Percentage 

of 

candidates 

who 

scored an 

average of 

35 percent 

or more 

 

Remarks 

8.  
The Rise of 

Capitalism in 

Europe. 

1 91.5 

Good 

9.  
The Rise of 

Democracy in 

Europe. 

1 91 

Good 

10.  
The Influence of 

External Forces, 

the Rise of 

Nationalism and 

the Struggle for 

Independence. 

1 85 

Good 

11.  
Emergence of 

USA as a New 

Capitalist 

Superpower. 

1 80.5 

Good 

12.  
Africa and Europe 

in The 15
th

 

Century. 

1 70.4 

Good 

13.  
Threats to World 

Peace 
1 58.4 

Average 

 

 




