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  FOREWORD 
The Candidates Item Response Analysis Report (CIRA) for General Studies 
subject provides feedback to students, teachers, policy makers, curriculum 
developers and other education stakeholders on the performance in the 2022 
Advanced Certificate of Secondary Education Examination (ACSEE). It gives an 
analysis of how candidates responded in examination items in this subject. This is 
in light of the fact that candidates’  responses are important indicators of the 
academic progress achieved in course of the study.  
 
The candidates’  performance in the ACSEE 2022 for the General Studies subject 
was good as 82,078 (97.12%) candidates passed the examination. A comparison 
with the ACSEE 2021 shows a decline by 0.45 percent. as a total of 78,341 
(97.57%) candidates passed. Candidates who passed demonstrated adequate 
knowledge of the topics from which questions were set. They correctly identified 
the requirements of questions, had skills in answering essay questions and had 
adequate English language skills.  
 
On the contrary, the weak scores by the candidates is attributed to the lack of 
adequate knowledge of the sub topics from which questions were set.  Likewise, 
some of them failed to identify the requirements of questions while others lacked 
specific skills in answering essay questions. Moreover, the poor proficiency in the 
English language compounded this problem for some of the candidates. Finally, 
the failure to adhere to instructions, especially on the number of questions to be 
attempted and the required number of points, accounted for some candidates’ weak 
performance.  
 
The National Examinations Council of Tanzania expects that appropriate measures 
to enhance the performance of candidates in General Studies subject will be taken 
by various stakeholders based on this candidates’ performance analysis feedback 
and recommendations. 
 
Finally, the Council would like to thank examination officers, subject examiners 
and all individuals who participated in the preparation and processing of data used 
in this report.  

 

       Athumani S. Amasi 

    EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

This report analyses the performance of candidates in 111 General Studies 

for the 2022 Advanced Certificate of Secondary Education Examination 

(ACSEE). The paper assessed candidates’ competences (knowledge, skills 

and attitudes) according to the Form Five and Six 111 General Studies 

2009 Syllabus and to the 2019 revised Examination Format. 

 

There were seven (7) questions in this paper whereby candidates were 

instructed to answer only five questions; of which, question 1 was 

compulsory. All the questions were essay-type and each question carried 

20 marks. 

 

A total of 84,865 candidates sat for 111 General Studies ACSEE in 2022, 

out of which 82,078 (97.12%) candidates passed. In 2021, candidates who 

sat for ACSEE were 80,294 out of which 78,341 (97.57%) candidates 

passed. This indicates that the performance has decreased by 0.45 percent 

in 2022 compared to 2021 performance. However, the general 

performance in this subject for the past four years (2018 t0 2021) has been 

increasing from 94.45 per cent in 2018 to 97.57 per cent in 2021. 

Moreover, the quality of candidates’ performance (grade wise) has been 

improving considering that the number of candidates scoring from grade D 

and above has been increasing in each grade while those scoring grade F, 

S and E has been decreasing. (See appendix II). The candidate' 

performance in the 2022 ACSEE is illustrated in Table 1and Figure 1. 

 

Table 1: Candidates' Performance in General Studies Subject in the 

2022 ACSEE 

SEX 
GRADES PASSED 

A B C D E S F Number % 

M 0 56 3,033 18,632 20,344 3,500 1,533 54,565 96.75 

F 0 94 3,233 16,538 14,458 2,190 902 36,513 97.59 

T 0 150 6,266 35,170 34,802 5,690 2,435 82,078 97.12 
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 Figure 1: The Candidates’ Performance in General Studies in ACSEE  

in 2022 

 

The analysis of the performance in each question has been presented in 

this report. The analysis highlights the requirements of each question as 

well as the strengths and weaknesses in the candidates' responses. The 

percentage of scores in each question is presented in graphs and charts. 

Furthermore, samples of good and poor responses, extracted from the 

candidates' scripts, have been presented to illustrate some cases. 

 

The standard grading system used in ACSEE examination is in seven 

categories namely A, B, C, D, E, S and F whereas, grade A – S are pass 

grades. Grade A is awarded to a candidate whose range of marks is (80-

100) signifying an excellent performance, B (70-79) very good, C (60-69) 

good, D (50-59) average, E (40 – 49) satisfactory, S (35 – 39) Subsidiary 

and F (0-29) Fail.  

 

In this report, three categories of scores have been used to analyse the 

candidates' performance in each question. Scores ranging from 0 – 34 

marks illustrate a weak performance, 35 – 59 marks is an average 

performance and 65 - 100 marks show a good performance. The 

candidates’ performance in these categories in each question and topic is 

presented in cloured tables and charts. The green colour represents a good 

performance, yellow represent’s an average performance and red 
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represents a weak performance respectively. A summary of the 

candidates’ performance in each topic and question in the 2022 ACSEE is 

shown in the Appendix. 

 

Finally, the report provides a conclusion and recommendations useful to 

prospective candidates, teachers, parents and other education stakeholders 

for improving the teaching and learning of General Studies subject, 

particularly in topics in which the candidates had a weak performance. 

 

2.0 ANALYSIS OF THE CANDIDATES' PERFORMANCE IN EACH 

QUESTION 

This section analyses the performance of the candidates in each question. 

It shows the number of candidates who attempted each question and 

explains the quality of their responses. The candidates’ performance in 

each question is categorized as good, average and weak.  

 

2.1 Question 1: Democratic Process and Practices 

Candidates were required to assess how the democratic civilization is 

maintained and promoted in Tanzania. The candidates were required to 

give six points. The quotation “Democracy rests in the growth of people’s 

ability to participate in governance activities and to hold their rulers 

accountable for their political actions” was to be the base of the 

candidates’ answers. The question was attempted by all candidates 

(84,865) because it was compulsory. The data analysis shows that 11.8 per 

cent of the candidates scored from 0 to 6.5, 45.6 per cent scored from 7 to 

11.5 and 42.6 percent scored from 12 to 20 marks allotted to this question. 

Therefore, their performance was good (as 88.21 per cent scored from 7 to 

20 marks). The performance of the candidates is summarized in Figure 2.  
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 Figure 2: The Candidates’ Performance in Question 1 

 

The analysis of the candidates’ responses shows that the candidates who 

scored from 12 to 20 marks (42.6%) were able to interpret and respond to 

the question according to its requirements. They demonstrated a high 

mastery of essay writing format which includes relevant introduction, 

main body and conclusion. Peculiarly, candidates’ responses in this 

category showed a good command of the English language. In the 

introductory part for instance, one candidate wrote;  

 

Democracy is the government of the people, by the people for the 

people, whereby of the people means power rests in the hands of 

citizens and it is the people who put the government in power. By the 

people means the few rule on behalf of the majority and for the 

people means the government is there to serve the interests of the 

people. Democratic civilization in Tanzania means the extent to 

which the political, economic and cultural ways of life and 

organization are influenced by the practice of democratic values in 

the country. 
 

This popular definition of democracy was given by the ex USA president, 

Abraham M. Lincolns. It refers to representative kind of democracy. 

Another candidate defined it as a system of government and leadership in 

which supreme power belongs to the people. Further, another candidate 

defined the democratic civilization as; a situation whereby people adhere 
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to the democratic principles such as equality and citizen participation. 

This suggest that the candidates understood the democratic civilization as 

a degree or stage in the development of effective democratic values. To 

prove that, they demonstrated how Tanzanian political, economic and 

cultural life and organization is influenced by these democratic values. 

Such candidates were aware that in a democratic society, citizens accept 

the rule by the government because they have given such a government 

the legitimate power through elections to govern on their behalf. Above 

all, they knew that the democracy exists in a country because people 

believe in it and practice its principles.  

 

In the main body, candidates under this category were able to assess how 

the democratic civilization is maintained and promoted in Tanzania. They 

further provided appropriate and detailed elaborations, and supported their 

arguments with valid examples. Some candidates for instance, assessed 

the maintenance and promotion of democratic civilization in Tanzania by 

providing points such as; presence of multipartism, permitting existence of 

freedom of mass media and press, promoting citizen participation, 

enhancing accountability and transparency, upholding the principles of 

rule of law and encouraging values of tolerance, cooperation and 

compromise. Furthermore, some candidates wrote;  

 

Promoting and respecting self-governance, conducting regular 

periodic free and fair elections, ensuring the presence of 

constitutional limits in government, ensuring the separation of 

powers among state organs, allowing social and economic pluralism, 

ensuring the peaceful transfer of power, guaranteeing the provision 

of basic human rights and fundamental freedoms and the 

establishment of regulatory authorities such as the Controller and 

Auditor General offices and Public leadership Code of Ethics.  

 

These comprehensive and well detailed responses indicate that the 

candidates in this category were confident that the democratic civilization 

makes people to govern themselves and improve their wellbeing through 

participating in political, cultural and economic matters. They also knew 

that it helps citizens to take part in making important decisions directly or 

indirectly through the available avenues like political meetings, election 

campaigns, rallies, local administrations and parliamentary sessions. 

Furthermore, some candidates provided relevant conclusions. For 



 

 

6 
 

example, one candidate concluded by showing the importance of 

maintaining democratic civilization in Tanzania. He or She wrote; 

generally, it is important to maintain democratic civilization as it ensures 

peace and security among the people in the country, it helps to stimulate 

development within the country due to competition which is brought by 

multiparty politics. Extract 1.1 is a sample of a relevant response from a 

script of a candidate with a good performance. 
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Extract 1.1: A Sample of a Relatively Correct Responses to Question 1 

 

In Extract 1.1, the candidate was able to assess how democratic 

civilization is maintained and promoted in Tanzania. 

 

On the other hand, 45.6 per cent of candidates scored from 07 to 11.5 

marks, indicating that they had a relatively adequate knowledge about the 

topic of the democratic processes and practices. However, they could not 

score higher marks due to various reasons. First; some of their definitions 

were incomprehensive and/or gave partial explanations in the introductory 

part which could not merit a full mark. One candidate, for example, wrote; 

democracy is rule of the people and by the people. Second; some of them 

presented fewer points than the required in the question. For example, one 

candidate provided only three points, namely ensure accountability, 

equality and promote human rights instead of six required points. Third; 

some repeated points. For instance, one candidate presented four alike 

points, such as periodic election, free and fair election, right to elect and 

be elected, participation of citizen and participating in political gathering. 

All these refers to only two points which are conducting regular periodic 
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free and fair elections and promoting the citizen participation. Fourth; 

they provided incoherent conclusion. For example, one candidate 

concluded that the government of Tanzania has ensured that in any 

democracy there must be rules and principles which must be followed. 

Fifth; they presented the mixture of correct and incorrect points. For 

instance, one candidate gave incorrect points related to the importance of 

democracy such as; by promoting peace and security, by promoting 

provision of better social services, putting in power a government of 

peoples’ choice and make the government responsive to the demands of 

the citizens. Likewise, another candidate mentioned irrelevant points 

(associated with socio - economic development) such as; provision of 

social services and paying tax contrary to the instruction. Generally, the 

analysis of the candidates’ responses in this category suggests that some 

candidates had a relative mastery of the concept of democracy and 

democratic civilization.  

 

In contrast, the candidates whose scores ranged from 0 to 6.5 marks did 

not realize the requirements of the question, while others had poor 

organizational skills, difficulties in communicating in the English 

language and the lack of either relevant introductions and/or lacked 

conclusions. For instance, one candidate misinterpreted the concept of 

democracy and democratic civilization to mean the national constitution 

by defining the democracy as rules which are made in a certain country so 

as to govern a certain community or group of people. Similarly, another 

candidate mistakenly defined the democratic civilization as the situation 

where the countries are free and fair and the country belong to people. 

Such candidates could not differentiate the democracy and democratic 

civilization from the constitution and sovereignty. Moreover, such 

candidates were not aware that democracy is a system of government and 

leadership in which the supreme power belongs to the people and 

democratic civilization as a degree or stage of the development in the 

pursuit of democratic values and organization. A few candidates who 

lacked knowledge about the democratic processes and practices could not 

grasp the task of the question. As a result, they demonstrated several 

misconceptions in their responses. One candidate, for example, explained 

the functions of the government and some of its organizations such as 

providing education, enactment of the law, provision of civic education to 
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the people by using non-governmental organizations like PCCB and 

TAMWA, to maintain and protect environment in the society, to provide 

social services to the people and to encourage citizen to choose their 

representatives. Likewise, some candidates discussed the advantages of 

democracy by pointing out; presence of unity, peace and love, presence of 

uncorrupt leaders, absence of dictatorship, absence of civil wars, create 

awareness, facilitate development through accountability and help to 

combat corruption. Additionally, some candidates misinterpreted the 

question requirements to mean the responsibilities of the citizen. Two 

candidates, for example, expounded the following points; paying taxes, 

attending all political meetings, working hard, citizen should engage in 

economic activities and citizen should clean the environment. Equally, 

another candidate discussed the roles of non-governmental and civil 

societies organizations. He or she wrote that; it acts as a watchdog to see 

what the government do, it is used in monitoring and regulate the state 

performance, it provides link between government and people, civil 

societies participate in different economic activities and civil societies 

participate in election that is done in a nation. Such misconceptions 

indicate that the candidates in this category did not know that for a country 

to maintain and promote the democratic civilization, it must implement 

and observe the principles of democracy through enhancing self-

governance, conducting regular, free and fair election, allowing citizens’ 

participation in socio-economic and political matters, adherence to human 

rights and respecting the freedom of mass media among other things.  

Moreover, a low mastery of the English language skills, inability to 

organize responses in the essay format and presenting fewer correct points 

were among the setbacks to scoring higher marks in this category. Extract 

1.2 is a sample showing the wrong responses from a candidate in question 

1. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

12 
 

 
 



 

 

13 
 

 

 
Extract 1.2 A Part of the Candidates’ Incorrect Responses to Question 1 



 

 

14 
 

In extract 1.2, the candidate presented the suggestions on what to be done 

to promote peoples’ participation in governance activities and holding their 

leaders accountable instead of assessing how the democratic civilization is 

promoted and maintained in the country. 

2.2 Question 2: Contemporary/Cross Cutting Issues  

The question required candidates to examine six major challenges that 

weaken the government of Tanzania’s efforts to control corruption. The 

data shows that a total of 74,539 (87.8%) candidates attempted the 

question. The performance in this question was good, as 72.5 per cent 

scored from 7 to 20 marks out of the 20 allotted marks. Further analysis 

indicates that 27.5 per cent scored from 0 to 6.5 marks, 61.2 percent scored 

from 7 to 11.5 marks, while 11.3 percent scored from 12 to 20 marks. 

Figure 3 illustrates the candidates’ performance in question 2. 

 

27.5%

61.2%

11.3%

0 - 6.5

7 - 11.5

12 - 20

Scores

 
Figure 3: The Candidates’ Performance in Question 2 

 

The analysis of the candidates’ responses has revealed that the candidates 

who managed to score from 12 to 20 marks were able to examine the major 

challenges that weaken the government’s efforts to control corruption and 

demonstrated good and logical essay organizational skills. Likewise, they 

provided relevant introduction and conclusions. One candidate for 

example, wrote the following introduction:  

 



 

 

15 
 

Corruption refers to the act of misusing the public funds and offices 

for private or personal gains. It can be in many forms like bribery, 

grafts, patronage, kickbacks and nepotism. Corruption can be caused 

by many factors including erosion of moral values among the people 

in the society.  

 

In the main body, they interpreted the question demands correctly and 

presented good arguments. Hereunder is a sample of the points they gave.  

 

ineffective coordination among anti-corruption organs, little support 

from the public to the anti-corruption activities, failure to hold some 

of the high ranked government officials responsible, unsatisfactory 

discipline measures against those found guilt, inadequate transparency 

in some government programmes, lack of the political will and 

commitment, limited freedom of media, complexity of the corruption 

cases and insufficiency of resources.  

 

Such responses suggest that the candidates were aware that corruption is an 

unlawful act committed by individuals or organizations for personal gains 

or for the benefit of a group to which one owes allegiance. The public 

office is abused for private gains when an official accepts a bribe or 

through patronage and nepotism. It also involves the theft of state assets or 

diversion of state’s revenues. Likewise, they knew that the corruption is 

categorized into two types, namely petty and grand corruption.  

 

In addition, such candidates wrote very good conclusions in which they 

advised the government to continue to fight corruption due to its effects. 

One candidate, for example, wrote; therefore, the government of Tanzania 

has to solve the problem of corruption as it leads to misallocation of 

resources, retard economic growth, undermine democracy, increase crime 

rate in the country, lower investment levels and reduce the international 

reputation.  Such conclusions suggest that for the government to achieve its 

goals of preventing and combating the corruption in Tanzania, more effort 

is needed in inculcating or raising the political will of our government and 

political will of leaders to fight corruption. Similarly, it is important to 

review our laws on corruption to make every person responsible and 

accountable in his/her capacity. Moreover, efforts such as strengthening 

relations and coordination of all institutions that deal with corruption, good 

governance, human rights and leadership ethics are required to win the war. 

Lastly, increasing the community awareness and understanding their 
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position in the fight against corruption is very crucial. Despite such a good 

performance, their scores varied due to the level of grammatical errors, 

variations in the number of correct points and unequal weight of their 

arguments. Extract 2.1 is a sample of the candidates’ correct responses. 
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Extract 2.1: A Sample of a Relatively Correct Responses to Question 2 

 

On the other hand, candidates with moderate scores ranging from 7 to 11.5 

marks, would have done better if they had avoided repetition of points, 

mixing correct points with incorrect ones, providing a few correct points 

and shallow explanations. For instance, one candidate considered poor 

cooperation among the members as a separate point from division among 

leaders and their citizens. In reality, both points lead to the existence of the 

lack of enough support from the public to the government in fighting 

corruption. Additionally, another candidate treated poverty and inadequate 

funds as separate points, whereas both refers to the insufficiency of 

resources such as human experts, financial, and technological resources 

which are crucial for fighting corruption. Likewise, another candidate 
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wrote poor interpretation of strict laws to those who are found to be 

corrupt in one paragraph and lack of strict laws to the people who are 

corrupt in the next paragraph. In real sense, both points refer to 

unsatisfactory disciplinary measures against those found guilt. Some 

candidates in this category mixed correct and incorrect points. One 

candidate, for example, wrote; the presence of large market in the nation 

and geographical location of rural places. Nevertheless, these were not 

correct points in the question. 

 

Moreover, some candidates in this group provided weak explanations. For 

example, one candidate introduced corruption as the process of use of 

power for self-benefit, example use power to get money for self-benefit and 

use of power to get resources for self-benefit. Another candidate stated that 

corruption is the situation where by a person or government provide or use 

money without special permission. Lastly, some candidates’ points were 

weak. For instance, one candidates wrote poverty as in Tanzania we have 

problem of poverty so this is the challenge to the government to control 

corruption in the country. The response shows the inability of the candidate 

to examine the challenges that weaken the government of Tanzania’s 

efforts to control corruption. As a result, she/he scored low marks. 

 

Despite the good performance in this question, a few candidates (27.5%) 

scored marks ranging from 0 to 6.5 marks. These scored poorly because 

their essays demonstrated a low understanding of the subject matter and 

low comprehension of the requirements of the question. Some of the 

candidates deviated. For example, some associated the challenges with the 

effects of corruption such as;  

 

it undermines democracy, it leads to the spread of diseases such as 

HIV/AIDS when sex corruption is involved, it may lead to the 

political instability, technological dependence, it has led to the 

death of people, it may cause the country to lose its international 

reputation, civil war inflation, increase of accidents in the country, 

unemployment, decrease of national income, increase of social 

crime, poor provision of social services, loss of the government‘s 

legitimacy and the poor construction of infrastructure. 

 

Likewise, some candidates stipulated different factors which push people to 

engage in corruption. One candidate, for example, provided the incorrect 
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responses such as people’s desire to get cheap things, lack of social 

services, tribalism and increase of tax rates. Another candidate went 

further to examine the causes of poverty such as lack of qualification to 

people to apply different jobs, absence of social service to the society and 

increase of the population of people with low conducive environment, 

which were incorrect. Some candidates shifted their attention to the 

strategies for combating corruption. For example, one candidate suggested 

for the government to increase salaries of workers, to introduce different 

ant-corruption clubs in schools, to increase number of workers, promote 

education to the society, the government to take appropriate measures to 

people who are corrupt and promote online transactions. In addition, some 

candidates misinterpreted the question to mean the features of Mwalimu 

Nyerere’s philosophy of socialism. These wrote: villagilization policy, 

unity and cooperation, maintenance of peace and order, absence of 

exploitation of man by man, equality and absence of classes. This indicates 

that the candidate was aware that socialism is a better weapon against the 

corruption if well practiced. Hence, it is not a challenge that weakens the 

efforts to control corruption. All these responses were contrary to the 

requirement of this question. 

 

Another notable weakness observed in some candidates’ responses was the 

repetition of some points. One candidate treated the shortage of 

government officers to promote anti-corruption and the shortage of fund as 

two separate points, whereas they both mean the shortage of resources. 

Another candidate presented the high illiteracy rate and low awareness and 

consciousness among people as two points whereas the two responses 

mean the lack of proper awareness on corruption which limit the 

meaningful participation in stopping corruption. In the same vein, another 

candidate treated the low level of science and technology, poor means of 

transport and communication and the lack of enough capital as three 

separate points, whereas they mean the shortage of resources for 

investigating and running the corruption cases. Another example of 

repeated points was observed from a candidate who presented selfishness of 

an individual and self-desire for an individual, which both refer to 

individualism, resulting in the lack of willingness to fight corruption among 

political leaders. 
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Similarly, some candidates’ responses had poor introductions. Some only 

presented outlines in the introduction. For example, one candidate wrongly 

defined the corruption as the public gain for personal interests in the 

introductory part. Another candidate wrote; corruption refers to the 

situation whereby dishonest to the state law, while another one wrote; 

corruption is one of the cross cutting issues in Tanzania which undermines 

people’s development as well as country’s development. The later response 

suggests that the candidate was aware of the effects of corruption but failed 

to define it. Similarly, other candidates supplied only one or a few 

responses in the main body. This indicates that the candidates had 

inadequate knowledge of the subject matter. Additionally, the poor mastery 

of English language restrained some candidates’ ability to supply the 

required number of points. Extract 2.2 is a sample of the poor responses in 

the question. 
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  Extract 2.2: A Sample of the Incorrect Responses to Question 2 
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In Extract 2.2, the candidate presented the measures for fighting corruption 

and not the challenges that retards the governments of Tanzania’s efforts in 

fighting corruption. 

 

2.3 Question 3: International Affairs  

The question instructed candidates to account for six root causes of intra 

state conflicts in Africa. This was to be done in the light of the quotation 

“The continent of Africa has been highly susceptible to intra and inter-state 

wars and conflicts”. Most candidates 77,431 (91.2%) opted for this 

question. The data shows that 16.8 per cent scored from 0 to 6.5 marks, 

59.5 scored from 7 to 11.5 marks and 23.7 per cent scored from 12 to 20 

marks. The highest score in this question was 18.5 marks out of the 20 

allotted marks for the question. In view of these data, the general 

performance for this question was good as 83.2 percent scored from 7 to 

18.5 marks. The candidates’ performance is summarized in Figure 4.  

16.8%

59.5%

23.7%

0 - 6.5

7 - 11.5

12 - 20

Scores

 
Figure 4: The Candidates’ Performance in Question 3. 

 

The analysis of the candidates’ responses exposes that the candidates 

whose scores ranged from 12 to 20 marks showed a good mastery of the 

subject matter, had logical flow of ideas and were able to address the 

requirements of the question. In addition, the candidates in this category 

followed essay writing rules. That is most of the candidates presented a 

good introduction, main body and conclusion in a good English Language. 

For example, one of the candidates defined intra state conflicts as; the kind 
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of conflicts which occur between or among opposing groups or groups 

against state authorities or another group inside a particular country or 

state. Another candidate defined it as follows; intra state conflict refers to 

the misunderstanding between individuals or groups in a country. This 

testifies that such candidates were aware that an intra state conflicts is the 

one in which armed violence occurs primarily inside the borders of a single 

state as opposed to interstate conflicts which involve two or more 

countries. They knew that it is a situation characterized by the absence of 

peace or prevalence of disputes, disagreement, quarrels, struggle, fights and 

wars between individuals and groups within the borders of a particular 

country.  

 

In the main body, such candidates described the root causes of intra state 

conflicts in Africa by giving their arguments such as: presence of 

corruption, greedy for power, severe poverty situation, unequal 

dissemination of national resources, tribalism, state organs brutality, 

colonial legacy, limited religious tolerance, political intolerance, 

mismanagement of elections and its results and regionalism. Such 

impressive performance indicates that the candidates were aware that since 

the 1960’s, Africa has witnessed series of civil wars which include Sudan 

(1955 – 1972 and 1983 - 2005), Chad (1965 – 1985), Somalia (1993 – 

1999), Burundi, Rwanda and Sierra Leone (1991 – 2001). Furthermore, in 

the conclusion, a good number of the candidates were able to present 

plausible conclusions. One candidate, for instance, concluded by 

highlighting the negative effects of intra state conflicts and argued for 

having such conflicts resolved as follows;  

 

conclusively, the effects of conflicts include the death of people, the 

separation of families, reduction of the living standards of people and 

the reduction of government revenues, as individuals stop producing 

due to social and political unrests. The African states which are in 

conflicts should resolve conflicts within their countries through 

negotiation and reconciliation or arbitration because further conflicts 

can stagnate the country’s development.   
  

This conclusion calls for resolving intra-state conflicts in Africa through 

various methods including negotiations, and ensuring that individuals, 

groups or countries share equal powers and wealth of the nation. Another 

method is conscientizing African leaders who have always been the 
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causatives of these conflicts to remember that conflicts slow down 

development efforts that Africa has been making to recover from the 

colonial domination. It further calls for the democratic governance and 

poverty eradication in Africa which have been suggested by many conflict 

analysts as the best solution to African conflicts. However, such candidates 

could not score above 18.5 marks due to the quality of their responses and 

elaborations. Extract 3.1 is a sample of the correct responses from a script 

of candidate. 
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Extract 3.1: A Sample of a Relatively Correct Responses to Question 3 

 

The analysis of the candidates’ responses who scored 7 to 11.5 marks (59.5 

%) demonstrates both strengths and weaknesses. It shows that the 

candidates had moderate knowledge and skills in the subject matter (as they 

were conversant with the root causes of intra state conflicts in Africa). 

Others failed to provide clear elaborations of some points, while others 

wrote incomprehensible introduction or conclusions. Furthermore, the 

repetition of some points, presenting few points and numerous English 

Language grammatical inaccuracies prevented some candidates from 

scoring above average marks. One candidate, for instance, wrote; intra 
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state conflict is the misunderstanding, there are two types of conflicts 

which are personal and social conflicts”. Such a response suggests that the 

candidate had a moderate knowledge that intra state conflict involves the 

misunderstanding but failed to give more details; that it must be within a 

country boundaries and may involve groups against other groups or the 

government. With regard to repetitions, one candidate for example, 

presented poverty and economic problems as separate points, while they are 

the same. In addition, some candidates separated points such as; unequal 

distribution of resource and shortage of land, misuse of public fund and 

corruption. Similarly, another weakness observed in the candidates’ 

responses was the mixing up of correct and incorrect points. Some 

candidates for example, presented a few correct points together with some 

irrelevant points such as; oil crisis, terrorism, persistence of poverty and 

boundaries problem. Besides, some candidates in this category failed to 

exhaust the required points while others could not provide relevant 

elaborations of some points. As a result, such faults obstructed candidates 

from scoring high marks.  

 

Inversely, candidates who scored from 0 to 6.5 marks (16.8%) had some 

severe weaknesses in their responses. Some provided incorrect 

introductions and conclusions. For example, one candidate, in the 

introduction, defined inter-state conflicts as the misunderstanding arises 

among the different states to mean intra state conflict. Similarly, another 

candidate defined cross cutting issues instead of intra-state conflicts, by 

writing cross cutting issues are the issues that are trending in the society 

among the people. Others candidates’ responses lacked coherence, while 

some failed to adhere to essay writing principles. Others were not able to 

write good English sentences. Likewise, the repetition of points and 

shallow elaborations of points denied candidates in this category of high 

scores.   

 

In addition, in the main body some candidates’ responses were mainly 

dominated by misinterpretations of the requirements of the question. For 

instance, one candidate explained the effects of globalization in the world 

such as existence of foreigner investment, existence of foreign aid and 

control of the world market. Again, some candidates failed to differentiate 

intra state conflicts from interstate conflicts. Thus, they dwelt on discussing 

the root causes of interstate conflicts. For example, one candidate presented     
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causes such as state boundary problems, sharing resources between two 

states, difference in ideology of states, personal interest of the state, 

environmental pollution and industrialization and betray of some states”. 

Another candidate accounted for the problems facing regional economic 

integrations such as language barrier, low level of science and technology, 

diseases, nationalism and disunity. Equally, other candidates gave points 

on the indicators and causes of poverty such as presence of many number of 

illiteracy, bad beliefs, bad planning and absence of government support in 

the rural areas, poor communication, diseases, famine and hunger, and 

disasters. Moreover, another candidate pointed out the effects moral values 

erosion and lack of life skills such as increase of crime, decline in 

economic development, promote violation of human rights, lack of 

effectiveness and efficiency in work, death of people, separation of family, 

drop out from school and drug abuse. The notable ones were those who, 

explained a mixture of irrelevant responses.  One of the candidates gave 

points such as terrorism, exploitation of one country to another, 

competition in production, killing of people from one country to another 

and poor cooperation. Therefore, such candidates did not understand that 

intra state conflicts transpire within the boundaries of a particular state. In 

Africa they are mostly caused by among other things; religious and 

political intolerance, corruption, prevalence of extreme poverty, biased 

mechanism of sharing the national cake and the colonial hangover. On the 

whole, such weaknesses in the candidates’ responses prevented them from 

scoring above 6.5 marks. This indicates that they lacked knowledge about 

conflicts in Africa. Extract 3.2 is a sample of the incorrect responses from a 

script of a candidate. 
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Extract 3.2: A Sample of the Incorrect Responses to Question 3 

 

In extract 3.2, the candidate explained the factors for the growth of pre-

colonial African states instead of giving reasons for the persistence of intra 

state wars and conflicts among post-colonial African states. 

 

2.4 Question 4: Science and Technology in Development 

The question required candidates to suggest six qualities of the appropriate 

technology to Tanzania in the light of the quotation “An appropriate 

technology is the one that is intended to be suitable within the context of its 

use”. This was one of the least attempted questions; only 42,120 (49.6%) 

candidates attempted it, whereas 35,221 (83.6%) scored from 0 to 6.5 
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marks, 5,938 (14.1%) scored from 7 to 11.5 marks and only 961 (2.39%) 

scored from 12 to 20 marks. Generally, the performance in this question 

was weak, as only 6,929 (16.4%) candidates scored from 7 to 20 marks 

while, 13,902 (33.2%) scored a zero mark. The candidates’ performance in 

this question is illustrated in Figure 5. 
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 Figure 5: The Candidates’ Performance in Question 4 

 

The analysis of the responses of candidates who scored 0 to 6.5 marks 

revealed several weaknesses in their responses. Majority of the candidates 

in this category deviated from the requirements of the question. For 

example, one candidate provided a wrong introduction by defining the 

appropriate technology as the progressive changes from lower standard of 

living to higher standard. The candidate confused the appropriate 

technology with development. The candidate focused on the major 

contributions of the science and technology in the development. In their 

main body, a good number of the candidates misinterpreted the qualities of 

the appropriate technology to mean the importance of science and 

technology. For example, some candidates presented the following points; 

improvement of transport and communication, increasing employment 

opportunities, improvement of local industries, improvement of social 

services, improvement of agriculture sector, saving time and improving 

market. Moreover, some candidates presented the reasons for people to 

require the sophisticated science and technology instead of the qualities of 
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the appropriate technology. For example, two candidates wrote; the society 

need science and technology in order to improve infrastructure, to improve 

social service, to easern movement of people and trade, to boost industries 

and to boost transport and communication services. 

 

Additionally, some candidates associated the appropriate technology with 

factors which may facilitate the development of science and technology in 

the third world countries like Tanzania. Such candidates focused their 

discussion on points such as; presence of capital, government support, 

provision of training and accountability. Equally, some candidates 

explained the factors for socio-economic development such as; presence of 

industries, presence of skilled labour, sufficient capital, suitable transport 

and communication, supportive government and presence of essential 

natural resources. Similarly, some candidates mistakenly linked the 

appropriate technology with the advantages of transfer of science and 

technology. A good example is from a candidate who presented the 

following points; improvement of infrastructure, rise of science and 

technology, improved science and technology and it has led to good 

provision of social services like education. Likewise, some candidates 

proposed different efforts to be taken by the government in order to 

promote the local technology, contrary to the requirement of the question. 

For example, one candidate suggested the following techniques; to 

motivate local scientist as possible, to teach science subject in our schools, 

allocation of fund for example, to finance research projects, to ensure 

effective utilization of natural resources and to improve local technological 

craft. These responses imply that such candidates had an inadequate 

knowledge about appropriate technology. 

 

Apart from providing incorrect responses, other notable weaknesses were 

the candidates’ inability to present their responses in grammatical English 

sentences.  With regard to poor essay writing skills, some candidates only 

listed points without explaining them. Likewise, some candidates provided 

incompact and partial introductions and conclusions. Some of them only 

defined the technology. One candidate stated; technology refers to   the 

application of science for the benefit of human being. His/her main body 

had wrong points and the conclusion was weak. Some candidates presented 

the correct and incorrect points simultaneously for example; environmental 

friendly together with incorrect points like; improvement of social services, 
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improvement of agriculture, improvement of transport and communication 

and domestic services. Extract 4.1 is a sample of the incorrect responses 

from the script of the candidates. 
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  Extract 4.1: A Sample of the Incorrect Responses to Question 4 

 

In Extract 4.1, the candidate suggested the importance of the appropriate 

use of technology instead of the qualities of the appropriate technology to 

Tanzania. 

 

Furthermore, the data analysis shows that 5,938 (14.1%) of the candidates 

scored from 7 to 11.5 marks. The analysis of their responses shows that 

they had a relatively adequate knowledge about appropriate technology and 

satisfactory organizational skills in terms of adhering to essay writing rules. 

Further, they provided relatively relevant introductions and conclusions. 

Thus, to a large extent, they managed to express the qualities of the 

appropriate technology. However, they could not score above 11.5 marks 

because of the repetition of some points, the inability to explore all the 

required points and the lack of comprehensive elaborations to some points. 

With regard to the repetition of points, one candidate, for example, treated 

points like; should involve the use of local people’s ability and make use of 

local skills as separate points, which both refer to one of the qualities of the 

appropriate technology; it must recognize, appreciate and make use of local 

skills, knowledge and aspirations rather than the outside experts. 

Furthermore, some candidates mixed up correct points with incorrect ones. 

For example, one candidate wrote incorrect points such as should be 

discovered, should be researchable and should be non-renewable. 

Moreover, some candidates provided wrong or less exhaustive 

introductions and/or conclusions which fetched zero or half marks. For 

instance, in the introductory part, one candidate wrongly defined the 

appropriate technology as; it refers to the proper way of using discovered 

technology. This definition indicates that the candidate confused the 
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appropriate technology with the appropriate use of the technology. 

Moreover, such candidate provided a weak conclusion after focusing on the 

mode of transferring the technology by stating; To sum up, also 

appropriate technology can be transferred from one people to another, 

through different techniques such as imitation, exporting, expertise and 

taking people abroad also through turnkey point. 

 

On the contrary, a few candidates (2.3 %) scored from 12 to 20 marks. 

Their responses showed the ability to identify the requirements of the 

question. That is, they suggested the correct qualities of the appropriate 

technology needed by the local people such as; it should be manageable 

technology, must be affordable, must be user friendly, must be durable, 

should be environmental friendly, should be able to use available local 

resources. Likewise, some of the candidates added; it must be able to solve 

technological challenges that the local are facing, must recognized, 

appreciate and make use of local skills, it should be affordable, it must be 

manageable and of small scale. Such responses suggest that the candidates 

knew that the appropriate technology can produce better results in the 

production process because it suits a certain environmental condition. So 

local communities need such a technology to improve their standard of 

living.             

                                                                                                                 

Additionally, most candidates in this category introduced their essays by 

writing plausible introductions and conclusions. One candidate, for 

example, wrote; Appropriate technology is the one which is suitable for 

application in a particular area and is environmentally friendly. In 

Tanzania appropriate technology involves the use of biogas, the use of 

solar energy, the use fossils fuel, pottery and so forth. This implies that 

such candidates were aware that the appropriate technology refers to a 

technology which suit the social and economic conditions of a geographic 

area in which it is to be applied. It is environmentally sound and promotes 

self-sufficiency for those using it. Moreover, it is used to address issues in a 

wide range of fields. Some of the well-known examples of such technology 

includes bikes, streetlights, passive solar building designs, hand powered 

water pumps and other self-powered equipment. However, their scores 

varied from one candidate to another depending on the clarity and strength 

of their arguments.  Extract 4.2 is a sample of the correct responses from 

one of the candidates. 
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Extract 4.2 A Sample of the Correct Responses to Question 4. 



 

 

42 
 

2.5 Question 5: Life Skills 

The question instructed candidates to show how the interpersonal 

communication skills can be useful in the society by giving six points. This 

was among the most opted for questions, as it was selected by 57,728 

(68.02%) candidates. The performance in this question was good as 13,852 

(24.0%) candidates scored from 0 t0 6.5 marks, 32,554 (56.4%) scored 

from 7 to 11.5 and 11,322 (19.6%) scored from 12 to 20 marks.  The data 

analysis shows that 43,876 (76%) candidates who attempted the question 

scored from 7 to 20 marks, out of the 20 allotted marks. Figure 6 shows the 

performance of the candidates in question 5. 
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Figure 6: Candidates’ Performance in Question 5 

 

A few candidates (19.6%) scored marks ranging from 12 to 20. These 

provided relevant points coupled with exhaustive elaborations. Above all, 

they wrote legible English sentences, had a logical flow of ideas and 

observed the essay writing rules. For instance, one candidate defined the 

interpersonal communication skills as the ability of a person to pass and 

receive information among people in the society while another one put it as 

the behavior and tactics that a person uses to interact with others 

effectively. Another candidate provided a detailed introduction such as 

interpersonal communication skills refer to a process by which people 

exchange information, facts, ideas, opinions, knowledge, skills, feelings or 

emotions and meaning through verbal and non-verbal massages. This 

implies that the candidates were aware that interpersonal communication 
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skills are face to face communication and can involve two or more persons. 

It is not just about what is said (the language used) but how is it said and 

the non-verbal massages sent through tone of voice, facial expressions, 

gestures and body language. This includes, active listening, expressing 

feelings and giving feedback. The skills include empathy, negotiation and 

mediation skills, problem solving and friendship formation skills. A good 

interpersonal communication leads to better human relations.                                                                                                                                      

 

In the main body, the candidates presented correct points which show how 

the interpersonal communication skills can be useful in the society. Their 

points included; helps in conflicts resolution, promote unity and 

cooperation among people, improving decision making process, reduce 

misunderstanding, to give and collect information, guide and counsel 

people in the society, build team work and develop mutual relationship 

among each other. Some observed logical responses from the candidates’ 

scripts were communicate to people with different impairments like 

hearing, visual and speech impairments, make sense of the world and our 

experience on it, express personal needs and understand the needs of 

others and to regulate power through negotiation. Furthermore, some 

candidates provided relevant conclusions. For instance, one candidate 

wrote; in general, interpersonal communication skills are useful to any 

society as they help to reduce conflicts and develop a mutual relationship 

among people. This situation results into peaceful environment and 

develops a sense of togetherness, within a particular society. Such a 

conclusion shows that some candidates were aware of the usefulness of the 

interpersonal communication skills in the society of creating a sense of 

living as human beings. However, despite the good performance, the 

candidates scores varied due to the variation of grammatical errors, quality 

of examples and the weight of their arguments. Extract 5.1 is a sample of 

the correct responses from a script of one of the candidates. 
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Extract 5.1 A Sample of a Relatively Correct responses to Question 5 

 

Moreover, the candidates who scored 7 to 11.5 had an average 

performance. Such candidates demonstrated a good knowledge of 
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identifying the requirements of the question and good organizational skills 

in terms of adhering to essay writing format. They also had a reasonable 

mastery of the English language. However, the quality of their responses 

was not satisfactory due to several weaknesses. For example, in some 

candidates’ essays, unnecessary repetitions of some points were noted. 

There were also wrong examples, weak introductions and conclusions. In 

most cases they could not exhaust all the required points to merit higher 

scores. An example of the repeated points is from a candidate who treated 

it promotes unity and it enhances cooperation as two separate points. 

Another example, is from a candidate who argued that communication 

skills play a big part in building strong friendship in one paragraph and 

presented a similar point communication skills enable one to form healthy 

relationship in the next paragraph. In reality, the points have the same 

meaning. Moreover, some candidates provided sketchy introductions, 

including defining the interpersonal communication skills as the skills 

which is applied by other people in the certain country or state and which 

differs to other person. Another candidate defined skills instead of 

interpersonal communication skills in the introduction by stating that skills 

refer to the ability of doing something well in the society and such thing 

must be acceptable to people. Additionally, some mixed up correct and 

incorrect points and elaborations.  

 

Marks ranging from 0 to 6.5 were scored by candidates who provided 

irrelevant responses and who demonstrated several weaknesses in their 

responses. Some of the weaknesses included the inability to identify the 

requirement of the question, the lack of essay writing skills and some 

candidates’ failure to provide the correct introduction. For example, one 

candidate, defined the interpersonal communication skills as the ability of 

the person or capacity of doing different entrepreneur skills for the 

improvement in the life standard of the people and reduce poverty in the 

country. Another candidate defined it as the capacity and willingness to 

organize and manage business venture with any of its risk in order to make 

profit. In short, such candidates failed to distinguish between the term 

entrepreneurship from interpersonal communication skills. Similarly, 

another candidate defined the interpersonal communication skills as the 

transmission of skills from one person to another. It is the skill within 

community members. This indicates that the candidate had a low 
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proficiency in English language skills, hence failed to provide a clear 

definition.  

 

In the main body, some candidates deviated from the requirements of the 

question by citing different personal and social life skills such as: self-

awareness, assertiveness, peer resistance, negotiation skills, good 

communication skills, copying with stress. empathy, negotiation, forming 

friendship and decision making skills. Likewise, others analysed the 

sources of life skills. For example, one candidate pointed out; schools, 

religion, family, peer groups and technology. Moreover, another candidate 

focused, on the qualities of individuals with personal skills by presenting 

points such as self-esteem, self-confidence, self-separation and self-respect. 

Some candidates focused on the qualities of people with good behaviors 

such as the use of good language, the person should be well dressed and 

disciplined and the individual should help elders, orphans and disabled 

people. Similarly, another candidate pointed out the pillars of the stable 

marriage like love, respect, cooperation and maintaining unity. Likewise, 

other candidates focused on the context in which one can apply the 

interpersonal communication skills by pointing out at school, at heath 

centers, at market places, in political matters, in group discussion, during 

an interview. in solving peoples’ problems, to increase critical thinking, in 

providing different services to the society and in providing both practical 

and theoretical education. Moreover, another candidate with the same 

stand suggested in maintaining moral values, in handling surrounding 

environment and in maintaining human rights.  

 

In another development, some candidates erroneously focused on the 

necessary skills required for an effective communication. A good example 

is the candidate who wrote, reading skills, writing skills, speaking skills 

and listening skills. Moreover, some candidates misinterpreted the question 

to mean different forms of communication. For instance, one candidate 

explained verbal communication and non- communication skills. The same 

candidate added other irrelevant points such as listening and questioning. 

Some candidates mistakenly analyzed strategies to promote the provision 

of social services such as establishment of colleges, provision of loans and 

credits, provision of education among people, involvement of 

entrepreneurship in curriculum improvement, improvement of transport 

and communication and conducting training programs. Similarly, some 
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candidates who misinterpreted the question to mean the importance of the 

formal sector. One candidate, for instance, gave/provided responses such as 

improve government revenue, improvement of infrastructure, provision of 

social services and it create employment opportunities. Similarly, some 

candidates demonstrated the necessity of the informal sector in our society.  

One candidate, for example, provided points such as; helps to create 

employment opportunities, helps to increase government revenue, helps to 

create markets for goods, helps to make goods and services available, 

helps to enhance mobility of labour and bring about balanced development 

in the society. In similar vein, some candidates provided a mixture of 

correct and incorrect responses. Such incorrect responses include; it 

promotes peace and security, improve transport and communication, 

improve science and technology and facilitate economic development.  

 

On the whole, some candidates did not score above 6.5 marks because they 

mentioned points without giving clear explanations, mixed correct and 

incorrect points, failed to provide the required number of points, 

grammatical errors and the repetition of some points, lack of plausible 

introductions, conclusions and inadequate English language skills. This, in 

turn, contributed to poor performance in this question. Extract 5.2 is a 

sample of the responses from a scripts of the candidates who failed to meet 

the requirements of the question. 
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Extract 5.2: A Sample of the Incorrect Responses to Question 5 
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In Extract 5.2, the candidate confused the word interpersonal 

communication skills with the entrepreneurship skills. Thus he/she 

suggested the measures to promote it instead of showing how the 

interpersonal communication skills is useful to the society.  

 

2.6 Question 6: International Affairs 

The question instructed candidates to discuss six ways through which the 

globalization has influenced Tanzania’s foreign relations. The question was 

optional and was selected by 56,986 (67.2%) candidates. The performance 

in the question was good, as 14,339 (25.2%) candidates scored from 0 to 

6.5 marks, 32,939 (57.8%) candidates scored from 7 to 11.5 marks and 

only 9,708 (17.0%) candidates scored from 12 to 20 marks. The data 

analysis further shows that 42,647 (74.8%) candidates scored from 7 to 20 

marks, out of the 20 allotted marks. Figure 7 shows the performance of the 

candidates in question 6. 

 
Figure 7: The Candidates’ Performance in Question 6 

 

Marks ranging from 12 to 20 were scored by the candidates who had a 

good organization skill, those who had plausible introductions and 

conclusions, and those who presented factual arguments in sound English 

language. For example, one candidate, defined the globalization as; the 

increase of interdependence and interconnectedness among the political, 

social and economic components of the world or among nations, regions 

and organizations. Such responses suggest that the candidates were aware 
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that globalization entails the free movement of goods and people across the 

world in an integrated manner. This movement, among other things, is 

mostly accelerated by the high technological advancement, especially in 

the 20
th

 Century, which has come with sophisticated manufacturing, 

transport, information and communication technologies. The candidates 

demonstrated clearly how the globalization has influenced Tanzania’s 

foreign relations by presenting points such as;  

 

Promotion of foreign investment, free movement of people, 

adoption of trade liberalization, development and use of Information 

and communication technology, political liberalization, adoption of 

the economic diplomacy policy, has facilitated Tanzania to be 

among influential developing countries especially on matters related 

to peace talks and conflict resolutions, the promotion of greater 

interdependence among nations, increasing the global and regional 

security due to the growing transnational crimes, the advancement 

of education and globalization has compelled Tanzania to work 

towards regionalism. 

 

Another candidate concluded that; Apart from the influences of 

globalization on Tanzanian’s foreign relations, also globalization have 

brought both negative and positive impacts in the country. This includes 

cultural deterioration, economic dependence, laziness, improvement of 

infrastructures, unemployment and development of industries. Such a 

conclusion proves that some candidates were aware of the uneven influence 

of the globalization on countries’ foreign affairs. On the one hand, it has 

increased interdependence, but on the other hand, it has broadened the 

disparity between the rich and poor countries and within specific countries. 

It has also increased the disparity among the social groups.                                                                                   

Above all, these plausible responses from some candidates presuppose that 

they were well prepared for the examination and had a sufficient 

understanding of the influence of the globalization on Tanzania’s foreign 

relations. Nevertheless, the scores of candidates in this category varied 

depending on their ability to supply the required number of points. The 

avoidance of the repetition of points and the elaboration of points. Extract 

6.1 is a sample from candidates who performed well in the question. 



 

 

53 
 

 

 
 



 

 

54 
 

 
 

 

 



 

 

55 
 

 
Extract 6.1 A Part of a Relatively Good Response to Question 6 

 

The candidates who scored averagely (7 to 11.5 marks) had a relatively 

good knowledge about the subject matter. They identified the requirement 

of the question and had a satisfactory mastery of the English language. 

Hence, they could not score higher marks due to several weaknesses in 

their responses such as the failure to provide the required number of points, 

as some of them presented three to five points out of the six required. 

Likewise, some presented points without explaining them exhaustively 

while others repeated points. Some of them presented implausible 

introductions and conclusions. 

 

Contrarily, the analysis shows that the candidates who scored 0 to 6.5 

marks revealed severe weaknesses. For example, in their introductions 

most of them failed to define the globalization. One wrote; globalization is 

the world of foreign technology to the underdevelopment country. 

Globalization leads to the development of Tanzania to the encourage the 

science and technology The following are ways globalization influenced 

Tanzania foreign relations. Another candidate defined the globalization as 

a science of transferring scientific knowledge and being used in 

formulating new thing which beneficial to the country. And this may be in 

terms of Agricultural sector, industrial sector, education sector, as well 

transport and communication. Such misconceptions affected the 

plausibility of their introductions.  

 

Moreover, in the main body, they mostly discussed the negative impacts of 

the globalization. For example, some candidates pointed out; making the 

country to be a dumping area, led to improper behavior, led to 

unemployment, spread of disease, environmental degradation and new 

colonialism, contrary to the requirement of the question. Some candidates 
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presented points related to the positive impacts of the globalization. One 

candidate wrote; to promote democracy, to boost economy, to promote 

introduction of machines, to promote development of industries, flow of 

culture and cultural change, to improve international cooperation and 

improvement of social services. Furthermore, some candidates discussed 

the advantages of Tanzania’s foreign policy such as strengthening and 

establishment of friendship with countries, membership in international 

organization, inflow and outflow of foreign currency and expansion of 

tourism activities. Similarly, some candidates listed down the principles of 

Tanzania’s foreign policy like promotion of good economic relations, 

promotion of good neighbouring, fight against racial discrimination, 

protection of African unity and fight against colonialism. Besides, some 

candidates explained the benefits that Tanzania gets from being a member 

of the bilateral cooperation such as; scholarship given to Tanzanian 

students, importation and exportation of goods, and grants and Aids given 

to Tanzania. Another candidate discussed points related to how Tanzania 

implements her foreign policy. For example, Tanzania is a member of UN, 

Tanzania has engaged in regional and economic relations, Tanzania 

engaged in diplomatic relations, Tanzania is a member of AU, Tanzania 

receives diplomatic affairs and Tanzania is a member of different 

international organizations. Some candidates focused on other topics not 

related to the question. One candidate for example, discussed the personal 

life skills such as; self-awareness, decision making, problem solving, 

critical thinking, assertiveness. Another one described the means of 

transferring the technology from one country to another such as; through 

industrial espionage, through importing foreign experts, through turn-key 

operation and through foreign aids. Furthermore, some candidates in this 

category enumerated the factors for economic development by pointing out 

availability of labour, availability of market, availability of capital, 

improve education and communication and improve science and 

technology. Moreover, some candidates provided incorrect and irrelevant 

points such as; presence of tourist attraction, presence of tradition culture, 

the presence of language and communication in Tanzania, through 

formation of military forces and security, intermarriage and migration of 

people.  

 

Other noted weaknesses from the candidates’ responses were the failure to 

supply the required number of points and elaborations, the repetition of 
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some points, low English language Skills and the inability to organise their 

responses in essay format. Some listed points without enough elaborations. 

Some copied some sentences and phrases from other questions. Such 

irrelevant responses caused the candidates to fail to score above 6.5 marks, 

out of the 20 allotted marks. It can be argued that most of the candidates 

who attempted the question could not grasp the task of the question and 

lacked knowledge of the subject matter. Extract 6.2 is a sample of the 

incorrect responses from a script of candidate. 
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Extract 6.2 A Sample of the Candidate’s Incorrect Responses in Question 6.  

In extract 6.2, the candidate associated the influence of the globalization on 

Tanzania’s foreign relations with various social media. He/she described 

how the use of such media can help in sharing and communicating 

information in order to bring social, political and economic development of 

a country. 

 

2.7 Question 7: Philosophy and Religion 

The question required candidates to describe six strategies currently used to 

revive Nyereres’ philosophy of socialism and self-reliance in Tanzania. 

Most of candidates did not attempt this question (only 28,706 (33.8%) 

percent of all candidates attempted it). The question proved to be 

challenging to most candidates who attempted it, as 24,109 (84.0%) 

candidates scored from 0 to 6.5 marks, out of which 1,665 (6.9%) scored 

between 0 to 0.5 mark. Furthermore, the data analysis shows that 4,410 
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(15.3%) candidates scored 7 to 11.5 marks, and only 187 (0.7 %) 

candidates were able to score from 12 to 20 marks in this question. The 

highest score was 17 marks out of the 20 allotted marks. The candidates’ 

performance is illustrated in figure 8. 

 
Figure 8: The Candidates’ Performance in Question 7 

 

The analysis of the candidates’ responses shows that 24,109 (84.0%) 

candidates who scored from 0 to 6.5 marks failed to identify the 

requirements of the question. As a result, they provided irrelevant 

responses. For example, one wrote etymological meaning of the term 

philosophy as; philosophy means love for wisdom. Equally, another 

candidate gave irrelevant introduction by explaining that Nyereres’ 

philosophy of socialism and self-reliance brought about the impact that 

they till now is reviving. In the final analysis. Such candidates lacked 

knowledge about philosophy of socialism and self-reliance by Nyerere. 

Instead of introducing Nyereres’ philosophy of socialism and self-reliance, 

one candidate introduced a short history of Mwalimu Nyerere as follows; 

Nyerere was the prime minister and the first president of Tanganyika who 

was born in Butiama in 1922. He was the son of chief in his small village. 

He studied at Makerere University in Uganda and later become the 

president of Tanzania. He died on 14
th

 October, 1999.  

 

In the main body, such candidates misinterpreted the requirements of the 

question by describing the principles of Tanzania’s philosophy such as; 

peace, unity, love, work and equality. Likewise, some candidates explained 

Nyereres’ ideas on education such as students should begin school at age 7, 

both students and teachers should engage in productive work, productive 
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work should be kept as part of school curriculum, primary school should be 

complete by itself, the importance of education should be downgrade. 

Additionally, some candidates analysed the features of the socialism policy 

such as equality to all human beings, state ownership of the major means 

production and absence of classes among the people in the society. Some 

candidate elaborated reasons for the collapse of the socialism in Tanzania 

by giving points such as the collapse of USSR led to no support to 

Tanzania, conditions from World Bank and IMF, economic crisis and 

influence from donor countries. In similar vein, some candidates mixed 

irrelevant with relevant responses. For example, one candidate explained 

the Nyereres’ ideas on education and the characteristics of the socialism 

such as equality among the people, nationalization of major means of 

production, presence of mono party system, productive work should be kept 

as part of school curriculum and both students and teachers should engage 

in productive work. The candidates’ responses suggest that he/she was 

unaware that the socialism and self-reliance was the key ideology in the 

Tanzania politics from 1967 to mid-1980’s. Socialism refers to a political 

and economic system of social organization which advocates for the 

communal ownership of the major means of production, the distribution 

and exchange should be owned by the community as a whole. Likewise, 

Nyerere’s socialism (Ujamaa) did not allow the exploitation of man by 

man. It emphasized people to work hard, discouraged social classes created 

by the colonialists. It required all major means of production to be owned 

by the people under the control of the government. Extract 7.1 is a sample 

of the incorrect responses from a script of one of the candidate. 
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Extract 7.1: A Sample of the Incorrect Responses to Question 7 
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In extract 7.1, the candidate misunderstood the requirements of the 

question as the factors for re-introduction of the multiparty politics in 

Tanzania. However, the question required candidates to describe six 

strategies currently used to revive Nyerere’s philosophy of socialism and 

self-reliance in Tanzania. 

 

The analysis further indicates that the candidates whose score ranged from 

7 to 11.5 marks demonstrated a relatively adequate knowledge of the 

strategies used today to revive Nyereres’ philosophy of socialism and self-

salience in Tanzania and had a good mastery of the English language. They 

also managed to observe essay writing rules by providing the introduction, 

main body and the conclusion. However, they did not score above 11.5 

marks for mixing correct and incorrect responses and for repeating some 

points. Some of them could not provide all the required points and others 

failed to provide exhaustive elaboration. On the repetition of some points, 

some candidates, for instance, explained the free provision of education in 

primary schools in Tanzania separately from promoting education 

provision to enhance self-reliance. This candidate failed to realize the 

strategy of introducing the competence-based curriculum in primary, 

secondary schools and tertiary level of education to enhance self-reliance 

among learners. Another candidate presented provision of education and 

improvement of education system as two distinct points while they are 

replicas. Furthermore, some candidates, in this category, mixed correct 

with incorrect responses. One candidate, for example, confused the end of 

war between Tanzania and Uganda with the end of Cold War. Another, 

weakness demonstrated by most of the candidates in this category, was the 

failure to provide insufficient points which led to scoring average marks. 

 

On the contrary, the analysis of the candidates’ responses shows that the 

candidates whose scores ranged from 12 to 20 marks supplied relevant 

responses in the question. They managed to give appropriate introductions 

and conclusions. For example, one candidate wrote; Nyerere’s philosophy 

of Socialism and Self-reliance was once declared in the Arusha declaration 

found in 1967 in Arusha for the aim making the people to be independent 

on themselves and create a self-sufficient economy so as to revive the 

sovereignty of a country. Another candidate stated; Socialism and Self-

reliance was a policy introduced by the late Mwl Nyerere during Arusha 

Declaration in 1967. The aim of introducing this policy was to enhance 
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unity among Tanzanians and build a self-sufficient economy. Different 

strategies are taken to implement this policy today. Such introductions 

specify that the candidates had sufficient knowledge of Nyerere’s 

philosophy of socialism and self-reliance. They were aware that the 

philosophy of socialism and self-reliance was the declaration of TANU’s 

leadership aimed at building a non-exploitative society and the utilization 

of the natural resources to meet the needs of people. It sought to organize 

Tanzanians in communal villages and build a self-reliant national economy 

upon a foundation of collective, hard work and rural cooperation. In short, 

self-reliance was the cornerstone of Ujamaa socialism. In the main body, 

the candidates managed to present points such as;  

 

Promotion of investment in self-reliance projects like the construction 

of the standard gauge railway line, the inclusion of life skills and 

entrepreneurship education in schools, the use of slogans which 

encourage hard working spirit among the people, the re-introduction of 

the national service program to form six graduates, the promotion of  

cooperation and solidarity among Tanzanians, fighting the corruption, 

the introduction of competence based curriculum, enabling public 

ownership of the major means of production like land and promotion of 

democracy in the country. 
 

Nevertheless, they could not score all the 20 allotted marks because of the 

repetition of points, failure to elaborate some correct points thoroughly and the 

weakness of their introductions and conclusions. For example, one candidate 

wrote in the conclusion: Generally, the philosophy of socialism and self-reliance 

failed due to different reasons. However, still it has great importance in today’s 

Tanzania in order to impart the ideas of self-reliance in the minds of all 

Tanzanians regardless of their economic and political differences. This is a clear 

indication that such a candidate was aware that the influence of socialist ideology 

in Tanzania waned since the post-cold war period. The culture of self-reliance and 

the spirit of hard work changed as the community continue to heavily rely on the 

foreign aids and support. Overall, there is a need to integrate socialism and self-

reliance ideology in all spheres of development in Tanzania. This is necessary to 

build to build a society which is independent. Extract 7.2 is a sample of the 

candidates’ correct responses.  
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Extract 7.2: A Sample of the Correct Responses to Question 7. 

 

In Extract 7.2, the candidate was able to describe, impressively, the strategies in 

place to revive Nyerere’s philosophy of socialism and self-reliance in today’s 

Tanzania. 
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3.0 ANALYSIS OF CANDIDATES’ PERFORMANCE IN EACH TOPIC 

The 2022 ACSEE General Studies paper had 7 questions set from six 

topics covered in both form Five and Six. The analysis of candidates’ 

performance in each topic shows that four topics had a good performance 

while two topics had a weak performance. The topics with a good 

performance were Democratic Process and Practices (88.21%), 

International Affairs (79.03%), Life Skills (76%) and Contemporary/Cross 

cutting Issues (72,53%). The topics in which the candidates’ performance 

was weak are Science and Technology in Development (16.38%) and 

Philosophy and Religion (16.01%). 

 

A comparative analysis of candidates’ performance in both the 2021 and 

2022 ACSEE shows that the candidates performance in the topic of 

International Affairs has tremendously improved from week in 2021 to 

good in 2022 while the performance in the topic of Philosophy and 

Religion and Science and Technology in Development has dropped from 

good in 2021 to weak in 2022. On the other hand, the performance in the 

topics of Democratic Process and Practices, Life Skills and 

Contemporary/Cross cutting Issues has remained good. See the attached 

Appendix. 

 

The candidates with good performance demonstrated knowledge of the 

subject matter, ability to interpret the requirements of the question, good 

English language command, factual arguments and good organizational 

skills. Nevertheless, the major reasons noticed for the weak performance 

include: lack of in-depth knowledge of some topics from which the 

questions were set, inability to interpret and identify the task of the 

question, low English language skills and the failure to adhere to essay 

writing principles. In addition, some candidates mentioned points without 

exhaustive elaborations, gave fewer relevant points and repeated some 

points severely. With regard to the weakly performed topics, all 

stakeholders are needed to make effort towards overcoming the observed 

challenges. 
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4.0 CONCLUSION 

Candidates performance in General Studies subject in the 2022 ACSEE 

was good, as 82,078 (97.12%) candidates passed the examination. In 

comparison to the 2021 ACSEE where a total of 78,341 (97.57%) 

candidates passed there is a decline by 0.45 percent. The analysis of the 

candidates’ performance in various questions indicates that most 

candidates scored an average of 35 per cent and above. This is a clear 

indication that the candidates had adequate knowledge and skills in the 

respective topics and subtopics from which the questions were set. They 

identified the requirements of the questions, had skills in answering essay 

questions and adequate English language skills.  

 

The analysis further indicates that despite the encouraging performance 

much efforts are needed to address the shortcomings observed such as the 

candidates lack of in-depth knowledge about the philosophy of socialism 

and self-reliance and issues related to the appropriate technology (See 

Appendices). The topics were not well comprehended by most candidates 

who attempted the questions. Other problems noted were the inability to 

provide exhaustive explanations of some points due to the low proficiency 

in the English language, the mixing up of correct and incorrect points, the 

lack of essay writing skills and the failure to observe examination 

instructions. For example, a total of 1,849 (2.18%) candidates attempted 

less than four questions, out these only 550 (29.75 %) candidates managed 

to score an average of 35 and above marks.  

 

5.0 RECOMMENDATIONS 

In order to improve candidates’ performance in Genera Studies subject, 

the following are recommend:  

(a) Teachers should pay more attention to teaching and learning 

strategies suggested in the syllabus, particularly for the topics or sub 

topics in which the candidates’ performance was weak. For example, 

they should use the learner centered strategies such as group 

discussion, question and answers and debates in the teaching and 

learning of the philosophy of socialism and self-reliance and the 

application of Nyerere’s ideas in our society. The same can be done 

to the sub-topic of transfer of technology to enable candidates’ 

mastery of the subject matter. This can also be complemented by 

remedial sessions. 
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(b) General studies teachers should be provided with regular in service 

training, seminars and workshops in order to enhance their 

competence and mastery of General studies topics, especially on the 

current issues. This will enhance their skills in preparing and 

administering quality test items and examinations to prospective 

candidates in the upcoming national examinations. This will also 

help to bridge the gap in the candidates’ inability to respond 

correctly in some questions.  

 

(c) The analysis of the candidates’ responses has shown that some 

candidates skipped some questions, some lacked essays writing 

skills, whereas some were unable to identify tasks of the questions. 

Therefore, school-based assessments should enhance the prospective 

candidates’ ability and confidence in responding correctly to 

National Examination questions.  

 

(d) The analysis shows that some candidates lacked in-depth knowledge 

of the topics from which the questions were set. Hence, candidates 

should be encouraged to read a variety of sources like journals, 

newspapers, supplementary books and internet sources in order to 

broaden their knowledge and skills in various General studies topics. 

This will help them to enrich their mastery of General studies topics. 

 

(e) Schools should initiate the English language proficiency programme 

to help candidates to understand the requirements of the questions 

and respond clearly and exhaustively in the English language.  

 

(f) The data analysis shows that 1,299 (53. 35%) candidates who failed 

attempted less than four questions. Likewise, the analysis of their 

responses indicates that most of them provided fewer points than the 

required. Therefore, prospective candidates should observe both the 

general instructions and specific question instructions when 

responding to the national examination questions.  
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Appendix I 

 

The Candidates’ Performance in Each Topic in the 2022 ACSEE in 

General Studies 

 

S/N 

 

 

 

Topic  

Question 

number 

The percentage 

of candidates 

who scored 

35% and above 

Remarks  

1 
Democratic Process and 

Practices 1 83.21 Good  

2 
International Affairs 

3 and 6 79.03 
Good 

3 
Life Skills 

5 76.00 
Good 

4 
Contemporary/Crosscutting 

Issues 
2 72.53 

Good 

5 
Science and Technology in 

Development  4 16.38 Weak  

6 Philosophy and Religion 7 16.91 Weak  
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Appendix II 

Graphical Comparative Analysis of Candidates’ Performance in 

General Studies Subject from 2018 to 2021 

 

0
5000

10000
15000
20000
25000
30000
35000
40000
45000

A B C D E S F

N
u

m
b

er
 o

f 
th

e 
C

a
n

d
id

a
es

Grades

2021 2020 2019 2018

 

 




