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FOREWORD 
The Candidates’ Items Response Analysis (CIRA) of the Advanced Certi� cate of 
Secondary Education Examination (ACSEE) in 112 History subject is an analysis 
report of the performance of the candidates in their two years of Advanced 
Secondary School Education. 

The report delivers feedback to all education stakeholders on the performance of 
the 112 History candidates in 2022. The analysis done in this report indicates that, 
generally, the performance was good since the majority of the candidates (99.90%) 
passed while very few (0.10%) failed and there was no any topic with poor 
performance. 

In this report, the analysis of each question has been done in order to identify the 
factors which influenced the candidates to answer the questions correctly or 
incorrectly. The analysis indicates that candidates with high performance provided 
appropriate answers since they were able to identify the requirement of each 
question and had good knowledge of the subject matter and good mastery of 
English language. On the contrary, the analysis reveals that candidates with weak 
performance faced various challenges in answering the questions. Some of these 
challenges include; lack of sufficient knowledge on some historical concepts, 
failure to interpret the demands of the questions and poor mastery of English 
language. 

 
The report provided will enable education stakeholders, teachers and students to 
identify measures to be taken in order to improve candidates’ performance in the 
future. It will also help them take appropriate teaching and learning interventions 
to enable students obtain the required skills and knowledge. 
 
Finally, the Council would like to express its appreciation to all who participated in 
the preparation of this report.  

 
Athumani S. Amasi 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY  
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

The history subject examination paper adhered to the 2009 syllabus and the 

2019 History subject Examination Format. The examination comprised of 

112/1 History 1 and 112/2 History 2. Each paper had seven (7) questions. 

Candidates were required to answer question 1 and other four (4) questions in 

each paper. Each question carried twenty (20) marks.  
 

This report analyses the candidates’ responses to the Advanced Certificate of 

Secondary Education Examination (ACSEE) questions in history subject. 

Therefore, the report provides feedback to the educational stakeholders on the 

performance of the candidates.  
 

A total of 41,289 candidates sat for 112 History Subject examination in 2022 

out of whom 99.90 per cent passed and only 0.10 per cent failed. This shows 

that the rate of performance in this year has increased by 0.22 per cent 

compared to the 2021 results whereby out of the 36,589 candidates who sat 

for that examination, 99.68 per cent passed and 0.32 percent failed. 
 

The report highlights what the candidates were required to do in each question 

and describes their strengths and weaknesses in answering the questions. 

Moreover, it provides a statistical analysis of the candidates’ performance and 

extracts which illustrate their answers. Finally, the report gives the analysis of 

the candidates’ performance per topic, the conclusion, recommendations and an 

appendix which shows the performance of the candidates in each topic basing 

on the percentage of the candidates who scored an average of 35 per cent or 

more.  

In this report, green, yellow and red colours are used to show good, average 

and weak performance, respectively. The performance is considered good if a 

candidate scored from 12 to 20 marks (60% to 100%), average if the score is 

from 7 to 11.5 marks (35% to 59%) and weak if the score ranges from 0 to 6.5 

marks (0% to 34%).  
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2.0 ANALYSIS OF THE CANDIDATES’ PERFORMANCE IN EACH 

QUESTION 

2.1 112/1 HISTORY 1 

2.1.1 Question 1: Political and Economic Development in Tanzania  

The question was set from the topic “Political and Economic Development 

in Tanzania since Independence”. It required the candidates to propose 

ways of overcoming poverty in Tanzania.  It was a compulsory question 

thus, all candidates (41,289) attempted it. This question had the best 

performance as 99.76 per cent of the candidates passed. Among them, the 

majority (91.6%) scored high marks ranging from 12 to 19.5 while very 

few (0.2%) failed by scoring from 0 to 6.5 and 8.2 per cent of the 

candidates scored from 7 to 11.5 marks. Figure 1 summarises the 

performance of the candidates in this question. 

 

 

Figure 1: Performance of Candidates in Question 1 

Many Candidates (91.6%) scored from 12 to 19.5 marks as they were able 

to propose various ways of overcoming poverty in Tanzania. They gave 

detailed descriptions on how poverty can be overwhelmed in Tanzania by 

offering points like: diversification of economy, reduction of government 

expenditures, expansion and improvement of infrastructure and “investing 

on development projects. The candidates were able to clarify these points 

and provide vivid examples. This was largely attributed by the fact that, 

poverty is a widely discussed phenomenon in our societies, thus candidates 

were conversant with the solution. However, the quality of their responses 

varied causing their marks to range from 12 to 19.5 marks. Extract 1.1 is an 
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example of the response from a candidate who performed well in this 

question. 
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Extract 1.1: A sample of a good response to question 1. 

In extract 1.1, the candidate was able to recommend the ways of eradicating 

poverty in Tanzania. 
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Despite being aware of the existence of poverty in Tanzania, some 

candidates suggested relevant ways but failed to show clearly how such 

ways can eradicate poverty. For example, some candidates could 

acknowledge the significance of innovating industries and infrastructures 

but failed to show clearly, how such innovations can eliminate poverty. In 

most cases, candidates of this nature had their marks ranging from 7 to 11.5 

depending on the relevance of their responses. Moreover, other candidates 

in this group provided partial explanations and irrelevant examples to 

support their responses. 

The candidates who scored from 0 to 6.5 marks encountered varied 

limitations in answering the question. Some candidates had the same 

weaknesses like those which the candidates in the previous group (from 7 

to 11.5) had, but in an extreme way. Moreover, candidates who scored zero 

diverged from the demand of the question. Some candidates pointed out the 

causes of poverty thus provided points like absence of industries, lack of 

capital, effects of colonialism, effects of neo colonialism, and laziness 

nature of the Africans. Other candidates responded on the impact of 

poverty thus provided points like high mortality rate, high infant mortality 

rate, social and political unrest and scarcity/ absence of services. Extract 

1.2 is an example of a candidate who provided irrelevant responses to 

question 1. 

 

 

Extract 1.2: A sample of the poor response to question 1. 
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Extract 1.2 shows a part of the response from a candidate who examined 

the causes of poverty in Tanzania contrary to the demand of the question.  

2.1.2 Question 2: Pre-colonial African Societies 

The question was set from the topic “Pre-colonial African Societies”. It 

required the candidates to provide the reasons which made some pre-

colonial African societies evolve into feudal mode of production. 

It was attempted by 83.8 per cent of the candidates and its performance was 

good since very few candidates (4.6%) failed by scoring from 0 to 6.5 

marks and the majority (71.6%) scored higher marks (from 12 to 19.5), 

while 23.8 per cent scored average marks (from 7 to 11.5). Figure 2 shows 

the performance of the candidates in question 2. 
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Figure 2: Performance of Candidates in Question 2 

Candidates who scored higher marks (12 to 19.5) were able to show the 

factors which activated economic transformations of some societies. Some 

of the correct points given include; advancement of science and technology, 

the role of good leadership, involvement in local and long distance trade 

and growth population. However, their marks ranged from 12 to 19.5 

depending on the ability of each candidate in explaining the impact of the 

stipulated factors in transforming the societies and provision of relevant 

examples. Extract 2.1 shows a sample of a relatively good response in this 

question. 
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Extract 2.1: A sample of a good response to question 2 

In Extract 2.1, the candidate provided the reasons which activated 

economic transformations in pre – colonial Africa. 

Some candidates who scored from 7 to 11.5 marks provided proper 

responses but lacked adequate explanations and relevant examples. Also, 

few candidates in this category did not exhaust all six points which were 

demanded by the question due to insufficient knowledge on the subject 

matter in question. Moreover, some candidates in this group provided the 

general descriptions of the relevant factors but they failed to show clearly 

how those factors specifically caused transformations. For example, a 

candidate could explain on how trade was conducted during pre-colonial 
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time, citing relevant examples but fail to show its impact in transforming 

the societies. 

The responses of the candidates who scored from 0 to 6.5 marks had 

several weaknesses. Most responses in this category were featured by a 

mixture of correct and incorrect points and were not organized in essay 

format. Moreover, some correct points were not well explained.  On the 

other hand, candidate who scored zero diverged from the demands of the 

question. Some candidates focused on the features of feudalism, giving 

points like existence of classes, the use of land as the major means of 

production and existence of exploitation. Some candidates focused on 

various forms of feudalism such as Obugabire, Mvunjo, Umwinyi and, 

Nyarubanja. Moreover, some candidates concentrated on the evolution of 

man thus pointed out the stages of human development. Surprisingly, some 

candidates explained the obstacles which hindered the societies to evolve 

into feudalism. Extract 2.2 is an example of a weak response to this 

question. 
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Extract 2.2: A sample of a poor response to question 2 

In extract 2.2, a candidate deviated from the demands of the question by 

presenting the factors which hindered some societies to transform instead 

of the factors which enabled the societies to transform to feudalism. 

2.1.3 Question 3: Africa and Europe in the 15
th

 century 

This question was derived from the topic “Africa and Europe in the 15
th

 

century”. It required the candidates to show how Africa was affected by the 

developmental gap between her and the Western Europe from the 15
th

 

century to 1960s. Majority of the candidates (92.1%) attempted this 

question and its general performance was good since 73.1  per cent of the 

candidates scored from 12 to 19.5 marks and 24 per cent scored from 7 to 

11.5 marks, while very few candidates (2.9%) failed by scoring from 0 to 

6.5 marks. Figure 3 shows the performance of the candidates in this 

question. 
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Figure 3: Performance of Candidates in Question 3 

The candidates who scored from 12 to 19.5 marks had knowledge that the 

level of development between Africa and Europe was almost the same by 

the15
th

 century but the gap started to widen from 15
th

 c onward. During the 

time in question, Africa was detrimentally affected and Europe colossally 

benefited from this gap. This was largely caused by five aspects notably 

unequal exchange, slave trade, legitimate trade, colonialism and to some 

extent neo colonialism. Thus, candidates with such knowledge provided 

answers on such concepts. Points like: stagnation of agriculture, industries, 

local trade and technology, and exploitation of African resources prevailed 

in their responses.  Moreover, other effects such as tribalism, Regional 

imbalance, and all effects of slave trade and neo colonialism featured their 

responses. Extract 3.1 represents a sample of response of a candidate who 

responded relatively well.  
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Extract 3.1: A sample of a good response to question 3. 

 

In Extract 3.1, a candidate was able to show how Africa was affected by 

the economic gap that arose between her and Europe from the 15
th

 century 

to 1960s 
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Candidates who scored from 7 to 11.5 marks had knowledge on the concept 

in question but their modes of presentations were not convincing to deserve 

higher marks. One of the notable weaknesses was repetition of some points. 

For example, some candidates explained the issue of exploitation of 

African resources before, during and after independence as independent 

points. 

 

The candidates who scored from 0 to 6.5 marks had weaknesses in their 

responses. Some points presented were either wrong or shallowly 

elaborated. Other candidates responded on few points. On the other hand, 

candidates who scored zero went astray with the subject matter. For 

example, some candidates compared the level of development reached by 

the two continents, others differentiated the level of development of the 

continents while others responded on the factors which amplified the gap 

between the two continents by providing points related to effects of 

mercantilism, slave trade and colonialism. Extract 3.2 shows a sample of a 

relatively poor response on this question. 
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Extract 3.2: A sample of a poor response to question 3 

 

In Extract 3.2, a candidate responded on the similarities in the level of 

development between Africa and Europe contrary to the demands of the 

question. 

2.1.4 Question 4: From Colonialism to the First World War 

The question was set from the topic: “ From Colonialism to the First World 

War (1880s – 1914)”. The candidates were supposed to give reasons which 

made the capitalists to permit Africans to produce cash crops during 
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colonial time. Apart from having a least frequency in paper 1 (35.1%), even 

its performance was relatively lower than other topics since the majority of 

the candidates (58%) failed by scoring from 0 to 6.5 marks and very few 

candidates (14.5%) scored high marks (from 12 to 19.5), while 27.5 per 

cent scored from 7 to 11.5 marks as shown in figure 4. However, the 

general performance in this topic was average. 

 

 

Figure 4: Performance of Candidates in Question 4 

The candidates who scored higher marks (from 12 to 19.5) were able to 

provide clear and detailed answers which were featured with appropriate 

examples. These candidates had adequate knowledge on the reasons which 

made the colonialists to adopt various colonial agricultural systems. 

Therefore, they realised that it was only in peasant agricultural system in 

which Africans were allowed to produce cash crops. Such candidates 

therefore, provided factors which forced Europeans to accept peasantry 

like:  climatic conditions of the area, presence of centralized and strong 

kingdoms, dense population in the colonies and individual interest of some 

governors. Varied accuracies of explanations and examples caused some 

candidates to score higher than others. Extract 4.1 is a sample of a 

relatively good response from one of the candidates in this question. 
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Extract 4.1: A sample of a relatively good response to question 4 

In Extract 4.1, despite some grammatical errors in the response, the extract 

suffices the requirements of the question. 
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The responses of the candidates who scored from 7 to 11.5 marks embodied 

some errors. Some contained correct points which were shallowly 

explained and lacked examples. On the other hand, repetition of some 

points was a common attribute in some candidates’ responses.  For 

example, explanations on centralized kingdom matches with avoiding 

resistances but some candidates treated them independently. 

The candidates whose marks ranged from 0 to 6.5, had varied weaknesses. 

In most cases, the weaknesses observed in the previous group prevailed in 

an extreme manner in this range of scores. Moreover, most candidates in 

this group provided limited number of correct points. On the other hand, 

candidates who scored zero misinterpreted the question thus provided 

irrelevant answers. For example, some candidates provided the advantages 

of cash crops such as: Source of income, provision of raw materials for the 

industries and Rise of a national economy. Some candidates explained the 

reasons which made the colonialists to prohibit Africans to produce cash 

crops like; avoiding to loose laborers and avoiding competition in the 

production of cash crops and other candidates responded on the features of 

colonial economy. Extract 4.2 is an example of one of the weak responses 

to this question. 
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Extract 4.2: A sample of a weak response to question 4 

Extract 4.2 indicates a part of the responses from a candidate who focused 

on features of colonial economy contrary to the demands of the question. 
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2.1.5 Question 5: Colonial Economy and Social Services 

This question was set from the topic “Colonial Economy and Social 

Services after the 2
nd

 World War”. It demanded the candidates to show the 

significance of physical infrastructural systems in the colonial economy. It 

was attempted by 88.7 per cent of the candidates. Majority of them (40.3 

%) scored from 7 to 11.5 marks and 39.2 per cent of the candidates scored 

from 12 to 19.5 marks, while 20.5 per cent of the candidates scored from 0 

to 6.5 marks. However, the general performance in this question was good. 

Figure 5 summarizes the performance of the candidates in this question. 

20.5%
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39.2% 0 - 6.5

7 - 11.5

12 - 20

Scores

 

Figure 5: Performance of Candidates in Question 5 

The candidates who scored from 12 to 19.5 comprehended and interpreted 

the question correctly, thus they were able to realize that, the physical 

infrastructural systems include railways, roads, marine services, and air 

transport.  Such candidates were aware that many railway lines, roads and 

ports were set up in Africa from 1890 to 1926. The candidates showed how 

transport and communication played a great role in the development of 

colonial economy by transporting raw materials, goods, troops, laborers, 

equipment, administrators and the like.  However, candidates’ scores varied 

due to their diverse ability in elaborating, organizing their responses and 

providing relevant examples. Extract 5.1 provides a sample of a candidate’s 

correct responses.  



26 

 

 

 



27 

 

 

Extract 5.1: An example of a good response to question 5 

Extract 5.1 shows a part of the response of a candidate who correctly 

indicated the roles of colonial infrastructural systems in consolidating 

colonial economy in Africa. 
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Candidates who scored from 7 to 11.5 marks had moderate knowledge of 

the concept in question. Some candidates failed to provide satisfactory 

explanations and relevant examples and others made repetitions of some 

points. A widely notable error observed in most scripts was the candidates’ 

general explanations on the existence of infrastructures but without 

showing their significance in the colonial economy.  

Candidates who scored from 0 to 6.5 marks had different levels of 

understanding the demands of the question. Some of them provided 

responses with partial explanations while some candidates provided correct 

points but the explanations were wrong. However, some candidates 

diverged from the demand of the question. For example, some candidates 

focused on colonial education by either showing its significance or its 

features while others focused on the significance of colonial economy and 

other candidates provided the advantages of colonial infrastructural systems 

to the Africans. Extract 5.2 is an example of a candidate who provided a 

wrong response to this question. 

 
Extract 5.2: A sample of a poor response to question 5 

In a part of extract 5.2, a candidate explained the benefits of colonial 

infrastructural systems to the Africans contrary to the demands of the 

question. 



29 

 

2.1.6 Question 6: Colonial Economy and Social Services 

This question was derived from the topic “Colonial Economy and Social 

Services after the Second World War”. It required the candidates to 

validate the statement that colonial education was nothing but education for 

subordination, creation of mental confusion and the development of 

underdevelopment. It was attempted by 62.8 per cent of the candidates and 

its performance was good since only 4.2 per cent of the candidates failed by 

scoring from 0 to 6.5 marks and the majority (66.1%) passed by scoring 

from 12 to 19.5 and from 6.5 to 11.5 marks (29.7%) marks as shown in 

figure 6. 

 

Figure 6: Performance of Candidates in Question 6 

Candidates whose marks ranged from 12 to 19.5 realised that, Colonial 

education was purely characterized by a white brain-washing philosophy 

which intended to discredit the African education and culture in general. In 

its purest form, it aimed at serving the interests of colonialism in Africa. 

Therefore, these candidates were able to show the impact of colonial 

education in consolidating colonialism in Africa by analysing its features 

and aims. Extract 6.1 represents a sample of a good response to this 

question. 
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Extract 6.1: A sample of a good response to the question 6 

Extract 6.1, shows a part of the response from a candidate who was able to 

indentify the evils of colonial education in Africa. 

Candidates who scored marks ranging from 7 to 11.5, provided relevant 

responses which embodied some errors. Some of these errors include: 
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giving superficial explanations, repetition of some points and provision of 

wrong examples.  

 

The candidates who scored from 0 to 6.5 marks had inadequate knowledge 

on the subject matter. For example, some candidates presented weak 

introductions, arguments and conclusions. Some candidates responded on 

less than six points and others provided scanty explanations. On the other 

hand, some candidates failed to comply with the requirements of the 

question, thus came up with diverse answers. Most candidates in this 

category responded on the advantages of colonial education Africa, other 

candidates provided the features of colonial economy and some candidates 

compared colonial and pre-colonial education. Extract 6.2 provides a 

sample of a weak response to the question. 
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Extract 6.2: A sample of a weak response to question 6. 

 

In extract 6.2, a candidate explained the usefulness of colonial education in 

Africa instead of its evilness.  

2.1.7 Question 7: The Rise of Nationalism  

The question was set from the topic “Influence of External Forces and the 

Rise of Nationalism and the Struggle for Independence”. The question 

required the candidates to show how colonialism activated anticolonial 

struggles in Africa. Despite having low frequency (37.3%), its performance 

was good since only 8.9 per cent of the candidates failed by scoring from 0 

to 6.5 marks and the majority (54.6%) passed by scoring from 12 to 19.5 

and from 7 to 11.5 marks (36.5%) as shown in figure 7.  
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Figure 7: Performance of Candidates in Question 7 

The candidates who scored from 12 to 19.5 marks understood and 

interpreted the question correctly. They were aware of how colonialism dug 

its own grave. Their explanations focused on exploitation and humiliation 

nature of colonialism which sparked off African desires to terminate 

colonialism. Likewise, they showed how colonial education and wars 

triggered off decolonization processes. However, candidates’ scores varied 

due to their diverse strengths in explaining and providing relevant 

examples. Extract 7.1 shows a relatively appropriate response to question 7. 
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Extract 7.1: A sample of a relatively good response to question 7 

 

In Extract 7.1 the candidate was able to show how colonialism activated 

struggle for independence. 
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The candidates who scored marks ranging from 7 to 11.5 presented their 

points with varied strengths and weaknesses. Some candidates provided 

partial explanations, other candidates failed to meet the required number of 

points. In most cases, such candidates in this category focused only on 

colonial economic exploitations yet, others provided responses which 

embodied historical errors. 

 

The responses of the candidates who scored from 0 to 6.5 marks comprised 

several weaknesses. The notable ones include; responding on the general 

causes of nationalism thus scoring some marks on the points which based 

on the influence of colonialism in triggering the decolonization processes, 

providing partial explanations, and providing a mixture of correct and 

incorrect responses.  Moreover, some candidates failed to interpret the 

question thus came up with diverse answers. For example, some candidates 

focused on the role of the independent nations such as India and Burma, the 

capitalist and socialist nations like USA and USSR respectively, United 

Nations, Bandung conference, Pan Africanism and other related 

international organs in supporting decolonization process in Africa. Others 

candidates responded on various African reactions against colonial 

penetration in Africa such as the Maji Maji war of 1905 – 1907 and Nama 

and Herero of 1904 – 1907.  Extract 7.2 is a sample of a response from a 

candidate whose response did not meet the requirements of the question. 
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Extract 7.2: A sample of a poor response to question 7 

 

Extract 7.2 is a part of the response of a candidate who deviated from the 

requirements of the question by responding on how America assisted 

Africa’s decolonisation processes. 
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3.0 ANALYSIS OF THE CANDIDATES’ PERFORMANCE IN EACH 

QUESTION 

3.1 112/2 HISTORY 2 

3.1.1 Question 1: Neo Colonialism and Underdevelopment 

The question was set from the topic “Neo Colonialism and the Question of 

Underdevelopment to the Third World Countries”. It demanded the 

candidates to explain the reasons for Neo colonialism to persist in Third 

World countries despite achieving their political independence. The 

question was compulsory, thus all candidates (41,289) attempted it. 

Performance in this question was good since the majority of the candidates 

(58.2%) passed by scoring from 12 to 19.5 marks and from 7 to 11.5 marks 

(37.2%) and very few candidates (4.6%) failed by scoring from 0 to 6.5 

marks. Figure 8 shows the performance of the candidates in the question. 

 

 

Figure 8: Performance of Candidates in Question 1 

The candidates who scored from 12 to 19.5 clarified how the developed 

nations dominate the poor countries economically, culturally and socially. 

They provided the reasons which based on the superiority nature of 

developed nations over the Third World Countries. The reasons provided 
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by those candidates focused on the activities of the developed nations in 

Africa such as the establishment of military bases, provision of aids and 

grants, overseas training and creation of puppet leaders. Such activities 

make the Third World Countries continue to be dominated through what is 

known as Neo colonialism. Extract 8.1 shows an example of a relatively 

good response to this question. 
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Extract 8.1: A sample of a good response to question 1 

 

Extract 8:1 indicates a relatively good response from one of the candidates 

who gave reasons for the perpetuation of neo-colonialism in the Third 

World Countries even after attaining their political independence. 

 

The candidates who scored from 7 to 11.5 marks, understood the 

requirement of the question and provided some relevant points. However, 

several errors were identified in their responses. For example, some 

candidates provided inadequate explanations and others failed to exhaust 

the required number of points. A severe noted weakness of the candidates 
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in this group was failure to link the ways through which Neo colonialism 

operates in the Third world with persistence of neo colonialism.  

 

Some weaknesses of the candidates who scored from 0 to 6.5 marks 

include; failure to meet the required number of points, providing 

insufficient explanations with no precise examples and providing false 

historical facts. On the other hands, the candidates who scored zero had 

several weaknesses: Some of them regarded the word “persist” as “profit” 

and thus provided the positive impact of neo colonialism to Africa such as 

development of infrastructure, provision of scholarship to African students, 

building of schools and provision of educational equipment like books, 

laboratory. Likewise, others provided the negative impact of neo-

colonialism in the third world countries like: distortion of African culture, 

killings of nationalistic leaders, devaluation of currencies and retrenchment 

of workers. Surprisingly, some candidates provided the reasons which made 

the capitalist to colonise the African continent. Extract 8.2 is an example of 

a candidate who gave an incorrect answer to this question. 
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Extract 8.2: A sample of a poor response to question 1 

 

In extract 8.2, the candidate explained the reasons which made the 

capitalists to colonise Africa contrary to the demand of the question which 

required a candidate to provide reasons for persistence of neo- colonialism. 

3.1.2 Question 2: The rise of Capitalism in Europe 

The question was set from the topic “The rise of Capitalism in Europe”. It 

required the candidates to analyse the measures which were taken to 

overcome the obstacles which hindered the development of agricultural 

sector in Britain during feudalism. A reasonable number of candidates 

(94.6%) attempted it. The performance in this question was good as only 

6.6 per cent of the candidates failed by scoring from 0 to 6.5 marks and 

others passed by scoring from 7 to 11.5 marks (36.7%) and from 12 to 19.5 
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marks (56.7%). Figure 9 shows the performance of the candidates in the 

question.  

 
Figure 9: Performance of the Candidates in Question 2 

 

The candidates who scored from 12 to 19.5 marks were able to analyse the 

measures used to overcome the obstacles which delayed agricultural 

development in Britain. Such candidates had knowledge that during 

feudalism, the Open Field System which prevailed in Europe encountered 

some problems which hindered a reasonable production. They therefore 

analysed the measures which were taken to overcome such obstacles during 

Agrarian Revolution by giving points like crop rotation, enclosing the 

lands, scientific breeding of livestock, land reclamation, mechanisation of 

agriculture and improvement of transport infrastructure. Most candidates 

supported their analysis with relevant explanations and vivid examples. 

However, the candidates’ scores varied from 12 to 19.5 marks due to 

disparities in strength of arguments and examples presented. Extract 9.1 

shows a sample of a relatively good response to this question. 
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Extract 9.1: A sample of a good response in question 2.  
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Extract 9.1, shows a part of the response of a candidate who analysed the 

measures which were taken to overcome the obstacles which hindered the 

development of agricultural sector in Britain during feudalism. 

 

The candidates who scored from 7 to 11.5 marks were conversant with the 

demands of the question. However, several mistakes were identified in their 

responses. Some of these errors include: provision of insufficient 

explanations in some points, providing irrelevant examples and repeating 

some points. These weaknesses limited their scores to 11.5 marks.  

 

The candidates who scored marks ranging from 0.5 to 6.5, had partial 

knowledge on the concept “Agrarian Revolution”. Some candidates were 

able to give relevant introduction but scored zero in the main discussion. 

Moreover, other candidates listed few relevant points without explanations, 

other candidates failed to meet the required number of points. On the other 

hand, some candidates failed to interpret the question thus scored zero. For 

example, some candidates provided the methods used in open field system 

like: bush fallowing, common grazing and, hiring of land for agriculture, 

others presented the problems facing the open field system during 

feudalism such as; low level of productive forces, division of land into small 

pieces, difficult to control diseases, and serfs revolts. Some candidates 

provided responses related to colonial agriculture in Africa. Extract 9.2 

shows sample of an irrelevant response to this question. 
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Extract 9.2: A sample of good response to question 2 

 

Extract 9.2 indicates a candidate who explained on the colonial economy 

exploitations in Africa as a measure of revamping European economy 

contrary to the demands of the question. 
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3.1.3 Question 3: The rise of Democracy in Europe 

The question was set from the topic “The rise of Democracy in Europe”. It 

required the candidate to show how the 1848 revolution crumbled the 

despotic and divine rule in Europe. It was attempted by 79.9 per cent of the 

candidates. The performance in this question was good since 51.5 per cent 

of the candidates scored from 12 to 19.5 marks, 37.8 per cent scored from 7 

to 11.5 marks while a small percentage of candidates (10.7%) failed by 

scoring from 0 to 6.5 marks as shown in figure 10. 

 

 
Figure 10: Performance of Candidates in Question 3 

 

The candidates who scored from 12 to 19.5 marks were able to show how 

the 1848 revolutions grounded the autocratic and divine rule in Europe. 

Such candidates knew that, the 1848 revolutions were series of 

unprecedented dramatic political revolts for political and socio-economic 

changes by the European masses against autocratic conservative regimes. 

The revolutions that started in the Italian state of Sicily in January 1848, 

spread very fast sweeping through most of central and Eastern Europe for 

example, in the autocratic empire of France, the Austrian Empire, German 

states, and Switzerland were thrown causing sudden political and socio-

economic changes. The revolutions were mostly against the arrangements 

of the Vienna Congress of 1848 and the conservativeness of the Europeans 

rulers who were reluctant to make reforms to accommodate the new forces 

of change such as constitutionalism. The candidates appreciated the 

remarkable contributions of the 1848 Revolutions in transforming 
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European politics by giving points like increasing people’s freedom of 

voting, accelerating the rise of nationalism in Europe, creating independent 

democratic states, bringing in social reforms, abolishing serfdom, 

popularizing the demands for constitutional governance, strengthening 

religious tolerance and overthrowing the conservative autocratic rulers. 

The scores in this group differed due to diverse strengths of the candidates’ 

elaborations and their varied abilities in giving proper examples. Extract 

10.1 shows an example of relevant response in this question. 
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Extract 10.1: A sample of a good response to question 3. 
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The Candidates who scored from 7 to 11.5 marks understood the demands 

of the question but their responses had several weaknesses. For example, 

Majority of the candidates in this group provided scanty explanations which 

were not supported by proper examples and other answers were 

characterised by duplications of points. Moreover, some explanations 

embodied grammatical errors which distorted the intended meaning. 

 

The candidates who scored marks ranging from 0 to 6.5, had a number of 

limitations. Some candidates were able to give relevant points but 

explanations and examples given reflected either on the Glorious Revolution 

of 1688 or the English civil wars from 1640s to 1680s. Other candidates 

scored a mark in the introduction because they had little knowledge about 

the subject matter. On the other hands, candidates who scored zero diverged 

from the demands of the question. Some candidates responded on the causes 

of 1848 revolutions. Other candidates associated the word “Revolution” 

with other revolutions which occurred in Europe thus responded on 

industrial revolution, political revolution or agrarian revolution. Extract 10:2 

shows a sample of a weak response. 
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Extract 10.2: An example of an irrelevant response to question 3. 
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In Extract 10.2, the candidate explained the strategies used to uproot 

authoritarianism in Europe instead of explaining how autocratic European 

rule was crumbed by the 1848 revolution. 

3.1.4 Question 4: Imperialism and Territorial Division of the World 

The question was set from the topic “Imperialism and Territorial Division 

of the World”. It tested the ability of the candidates to analyse the political 

and economic changes that necessitated the transition from competitive to 

monopoly capitalism. The question was attempted by 79 per cent of the 

candidates. The general performance of the candidates was good as only 

29.9 per cent scored from 0 to 6.5 marks while 41.4 per cent scored from 7 

to 11.5 marks and 28.7 per cent scored from 12 to 19.5 marks. Figure 11 

shows the performance of the candidates in this question. 
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Figure: 11: Performance of Candidates in this Question 4 

 

The candidates who scored marks ranging from 12 to 19.5, portrayed a 

great knowledge on the evolution of capitalism. They were able to expose 

the inevitability of transition by analysing the circumstance within 

competitive capitalism. Some of the points raised include; Development of 

science and technology, cut throat competition among the capitalist firms, 

export of capital, the unification of Germany and Italy and the economic 
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depression of 1873. The variation of the candidates’ scores was due to 

disparities in strength of the arguments presented. A few constraints such as 

irrelevant examples and scanty explanations in some points denied some 

candidates of scoring higher marks. Extract 11.1 shows an example of 

relevant response in this question.  
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Extract 11.1 A sample of a relevant response to question 4 

 

Extract 11.1 shows relevant response to question 4 from one of the candidates who 

portrayed great knowledge on the evolution of capitalism. 

 

The candidates who scored from 7 to 11.5 marks had several shortcomings. 

Some candidates failed to give the required number of points and others 

mixed correct and incorrect points. For example, some candidates’ 

responses focused on the 1929 to 1933 economic depression instead of the 

1873 depression. Other candidates analysed the changes that rose in 
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competitive capitalism but failed to show how those challenges impacted 

the transition.  

 

The candidates who scored from 0.5 to 6.5 marks had a variation of errors. 

Some candidates analysed the general factors which led to the development 

of capitalism. In this sense, they scored few marks only from relevant 

points, other candidates repeated points and, some candidates had shallow 

explanations and false examples in some points. On the other hand, some 

candidates diverged from the demands of the question thus scored zero. For 

example, some candidates analysed the features of competitive and 

monopoly capitalism, some candidates responded on the factors which 

necessitated colonisation of Africa and other candidate focused on 

mercantilism by analysing the factors for its rise. Extract 11.2 is a sample 

of irrelevant answers from one of the candidates.  
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Extract 11.2: An example of an irrelevant response to question 4. 

 

In extract 11:2, the candidate responded on the factors which contributed to 

the development of mercantilism contrary to the demand of the question. 
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3.1.5 Question 5: The Rise of Socialism in the World 

The question was derived from the topic “The Rise of Socialism in the 

World”. It demanded the candidates to examine challenges emanating from 

the 1967 Arusha Declaration.  A reasonable number of candidates (66.1%) 

attempted it. The performance in this question was good as only 24.3 per 

cent of the candidates failed by scoring from 0 to 6.5 marks and others 

passed by scoring from 7 to 11.5 marks (57.3%) and from 12 to 18.5 marks 

(18.4%). Figure 12 shows the performance of the candidates in this 

question. 

 

 
Figure 12: Performance of Candidates in Question 5 

 

The candidates who scored from 12 to 18.5 marks had enough knowledge 

about the Arusha declaration. Such candidates were aware that Arusha 

declaration is a proclamation which was issued by the ruling party, TANU 

under the then president of Tanzania Mwalimu Julius Nyerere in Arusha to 

introduce socialism and self-reliance in the country. The declaration 

identified four main basic principles for development; land, people, good 

policies and good leadership. Also, during the declaration, the United 

Republic of Tanzania was declared as a country of peasants and workers. 

Arusha Declaration introduced different kind of political, social and 

economic policies like educational reforms, industrialization, 

villagelization and nationalization.  These candidates knew that Socialism 

and Self-Reliance policy was applied in Tanzania from 1967 to 1985 when 

it deemed incompatible to global changes. Having knowledge about the 

policy, the candidates examined challenges emanating from the declaration 

such as Negative attitude of some people towards Ujamaa, Lack of political 
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will of some leaders, corruption and embezzlement of public funds,  

Pressure from the capitalists, poor planning, Economic dependence and 

poor agriculture production due to lack of technology. The variation of 

scores was caused by the candidates’ disparity in providing adequate and 

relevant explanations and examples. Extract 12.1 shows an example of a 

relevant response in this question. 
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Extract 12.1: A sample of a good response to question 5 

 

Extract 12.1 indicates a part of the response from the candidate who was 

able to examine the challenges emanating from the 1967 Arusha 

declaration. 

 

Despite having knowledge on the concept in question, some candidates 

scored averagely (from 7 to 11.5 marks) due to;  failure to provide detailed 

clarification in some points, failure to meet the required number of points 

and repetition of some points.  

 

The candidates who scored from 0.5 to 6.5 marks provided scant 

descriptions. In some cases, some candidates were able to give relevant 

introduction but scored zero in the main body. Moreover, many candidates 



71 

 

in this group mixed relevant points with the problems which faced the 

implementation of the Arusha declaration. The candidates who scored zero 

revealed poor understanding of the subject matter. Some candidates 

responded on the challenges facing economic development in Tanzania, 

others examined the impact of Arusha declaration in Tanzania. 

Furthermore, others candidates examined the measures which are 

undertaken to solve various social, political and economic problems in 

Tanzania and other candidates regarded the declaration as a tool of 

eradicating colonial exploitations. Extract 12.2 shows an example of 

problematic response to question 5. 
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Extract 12.2: A sample of a poor response to question 5 

 

Extract 12.2 indicates a response from the candidate who believed that 

Arusha declaration was introduced to solve various colonial exploitations in 

Tanzania contrary to the demands of the question.  

3.1.6 Question 6: The Emergence of USA  

The question was derived from the topic “The Emergence of USA as a New 

Capitalist Super Power”. The candidates were supposed to give the reasons 

which made the New Deal Programmes fail to achieve economic recovery 

in USA. Almost a half of the candidates (50.8%) attempted the question 

and the general performance was average since 42.1 per cent of candidates 

failed by scoring from 0 to 6.5 marks and few candidates (17.5%) scored 
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from 12 to 18.5 marks while a reasonable number of candidates (40.4%) 

scored from 7 to 11.5 as shown in Figure 13.  

 

 
Figure 13: Performance of candidates in question 6 

 

The candidates who scored from 12 to 17.5 had knowledge about the New 

deal policy which was introduced in the USA by President Franklin D. 

Roosevelt to solve the problems brought by economic depression. The 

depression affected more US economy than any other country in the world. 

The policy had a theoretical underpinning from an English economist 

Adam Smith’s theory of State Capitalism which propagates that 

‘‘capitalism has grown so large that is no longer a self-regulating system so 

there should be an intervention of the state to regulate the production and 

consumption”. Thus, in 1933, Roosevelt applied a state capitalism to 

intervene and regulate the capitalist economy. Candidates in this group 

were able to evaluate the policy and come out with the reasons which made 

it fail to recover the wounded American economy. Some of the reasons 

presented were its failure to end employment, did little to improve the 

position of the Black Americans, it used huge US expenditures, did not help 

small farmers, did not benefit the poor  and did not contributed to the 

recovery and growth of the USA economy. Extract 13.1: Portrays a sample 

of a relatively good response to question 6. 
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Extract 13.1: A sample of a good response to question 6 

 

Extract 13.1 indicates a response from a candidate who, despite some 

grammatical errors, provided reasons to justify the failure of the New Deal 

programmes.  
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The candidates who scored from 7 to 11.5 marks understood the demands 

of the question. However, they provided a mixture of correct and incorrect 

responses. For example, some candidates used the ideas of “the New Deal” 

and “Marshall Plan” economic programmes interchangeably. This was 

mainly caused by partial understanding of the subject matter. Some 

candidates failed to meet the required number of points and others 

exhausted the required number of points but failed to provide appropriate 

explanations and examples. 

 

The candidates who scored from 0 to 6.5 marks provided limited number of 

points with shallow explanations. Moreover, some candidates scored a 

mark from the introduction part but diverged from the demands of the 

question in the main body. Candidates who scored zero deviated from the 

reuirement of the question. Some candidates responded on the 

achievements of the New Deal by explaining the success of various 

programmes such as National Industrial Recovery Act, Tennessee Valley 

Authority and Federal Economic Recovery Act. Other candidates gave the 

weaknesses of the Marshall plan, while some candidates provided the effect 

of the Great Economic Depression such as: high rate of unemployment, 

closure of enterprises and spiral inflation. Extract 13.2: Displays a sample 

of irrelevant answers to question 6. 
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Extract 13.2: A sample of a poor response to question 6 

 

In extract 13.2, the candidate explained the achievements of the New deal 

policy instead of providing the reasons for its failure. 
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3.1.7 Question 7: Threat to the World Peace  

The question was set from the topic “Threat to the World Peace after the 

Second World War”. It required the candidates to validate the statement 

that the Middle East Crisis negotiations face a number of impediments. The 

question had a least frequency as only 28.3 candidates attempted it. Despite 

having a reasonable number of candidates who failed (38.8%), its general 

performance was average as more than a half of the candidates passed by 

scoring from 7 to 11.5 (38.2%) and from 12 to 18.5 (23%). Figure 13, 

displays the performance of the candidates in this question. 

 
Fiqure14: Performance of Candidates in Question 7 

 

The candidates who scored from 12 to 18.5 marks had adequate knowledge 

on the Middle East history. They realized that the crisis started with the 

creation of state of Israel in 1948. Since then Arabs and Jews have gone 

into wars several times. The major Arab-Jewish wars were fought in 1948, 

1956, 1967 and 1973. Also some armed conflicts occurred between Israel 

and Hezbollah, HAMAS, etc. The candidates acknowledged the efforts 

which have been made to end the conflict but in vain. The negotiations 

were opened in 1978 during the Camp David Accord under the auspice of 

the USA president Jimmy Carter. Other negotiations included the Oslo 

Accord, Madrid Peace Negotiation and Camp David Accords II.  These 

candidates knew that all these efforts have not yielded the expected results 

due to Religious question, the issue of ownership of land, the role of 

Zionism, Internationalization of the conflict, Existence of many parties 

among the Palestinians, Disunity among the Arab nations, Weakness of the 
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UNO, Existence of terrorists and  presence of extremist groups. Extract 

14.1: Displays a sample of a relatively good response to question 7. 
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Extract 14.1: A sample of a good response to question 7  

 

In Extract 7.1, the candidate was able to show the obstacles encountered in 

the Middle East peace negotiations. 
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Although the candidates who scored from 7 to 11.5 managed to give some 

relevant points, they failed to explain them clearly due to language barriers. 

Other candidates repeated some points and thus did not meet the required 

number of points. 

Candidates who scored from 0.5 to 6.5 marks provided few relevant points 

with very scanty explanations and most of the examples given were 

irrelevant. Furthermore, candidates who scored zero did not understand the 

demands of the question. Some candidates focused on the 1933 economic 

crisis, thus dealt with either the causes or the effects of the Depression. 

Some candidates focused on the causes of the Middle East crisis thus 

provided points like; the struggle for land between Arabs and Jews and the 

refusal of Arab states to give Israel official and legal recognition. 

Moreover, other candidates examined the significance of peace negotiations 

giving points like, to stop costly wars, the need to bring peace and to 

prompt economic development. Surprisingly, some candidates dealt with 

economic crisis facing African countries. 14.2: Extract shows an irrelevant 

response from a candidate who failed to understand the demands of the 

question.  
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Extract 14.2: A sample of an irrelevant response to question 7 

 

In Extract 7.2, the candidate focused on the challenges facing the Third 

World countries contrary to the demand of the question. 

4.0 ANALYSIS OF THE CANDIDATES’ PERFORMANCE PER TOPIC 

The analysis of the questions show that a total of 13 out of 15 topics in 

History subject were examined. These topics are: Pre-colonial African 

Societies, Africa and Europe in the 15
th

 century, From colonialism to the 

Fist World War (1880s – 1914), Colonial Economy and Social Services 

after the Second World War, The Influence of External forces and the Rise 

of Nationalism and the Struggle for Independence and Political and 

Economic Development in Tanzania since Independence in 112/1 History 

paper 1. 

 

In 112/2 History 2, topics which were examined are: The Rise of Capitalism 

in Europe, The Rise of Democracy in Europe, Imperialism and the 

Territorial Division of the World, Rise of Socialism, Emergence of USA as 

a New Capitalist Superpower, Threats to World Peace after the Second 

World War as well as Neo-colonialism and the Question of 
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Underdevelopment in the Third World. However, the topics: People of 

African Origin in the New World (Paper 1) and the rise of Dictatorship in 

Germany, Italy and Japan (Paper 2) were not examined.  

The analysis indicates that eleven (11) out of 13 topics had a good 

performance (See appendix). Good performance in these topics reveals the 

efforts which are being done by educational stakeholders in the learning 

and teaching processes. Moreover, the analysis further shows that the 

performance in the topics: Emergence of USA as a New Capitalist 

Superpower and From colonialism to the Fist World War (1880s – 1914) 

was average. The appendix summarises the performance of the candidates 

in each topic. 

5.0 CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

5.1 CONCLUSION 

The analysis done revealed that, majority of the candidates (99.90%) 

passed. Most of the candidates answered the questions correctly and hence 

scored good marks. Such candidates were able to identify the requirement 

of each question and had good knowledge of the subject matter and good 

mastery of the English language. The analysis further indicates that, a few 

candidates’ responses were of poor quality due to candidates’ lack of 

knowledge of the concepts related to the question, their inability to express 

themselves in English language and misinterpretation of some questions. 

The analysis further shows that, with exception of the topics; Emergence of 

USA as a New Capitalist Superpower and From colonialism to the Fist 

World War (1880s – 1914) which had average performance, other 11 topics 

had good performance. Generally, the performance of the candidates in this 

subject was good. 

5.2 RECOMMENDATIONS 

Although the general performance of candidates was good, few candidates 

(0.10%) failed and there were candidates whose performances were weak 

in some of the questions. Moreover, the topics; Emergence of USA as a 

New Capitalist Superpower and, From colonialism to the Fist World War 

(1880s – 1914) had average performance. In order to improve the 

performance in History subject, it is suggested that: 
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(a) Before attempting the questions, candidates must be emphasised to 

read them carefully so as to comprehend their tasks.  

 

(b) Students must be encouraged to read relevant text and reference 

books so as to broaden their understanding on various historical 

concepts.  

 

(c) Students should be encouraged to enrich their English language 

proficiency. This can be done through encouraging them to use the 

language in question in their day to day communication.  
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Appendix  

The Performance of Candidates in each Topic 

 

S/N 

 

Topic 

Number of 

questions 

per topic 

Percentage 

of 

candidates 

who 

scored an 

average of 

35 percent 

or more 

 

Remarks 

1.  
Political and 

Economic 

Development in 

Tanzania Since 

Independence 

1 99.76 
Good 

2.  
Africa and Europe 

in The 15
th

 

Century 
1 97.1 

 

Good 

3.  
Neo – Colonialism 

and the Question 

of 

Underdevelopment 

in Third World 

Countries 

1 95.44 

 

Good 

4.  
Pre - Colonial 

African Societies. 1 95.4 

 

Good 

5.  
The Rise of 

Capitalism in 

Europe 
1 93.42 

 

Good 

6.  
The Influence of 

External Forces, 

the Rise of 

Nationalism and 

the Struggle for 

Independence 

1 91.11 

 

Good 
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S/N 

 

Topic 

Number of 

questions 

per topic 

Percentage 

of 

candidates 

who 

scored an 

average of 

35 percent 

or more 

 

Remarks 

7.  
The Rise of 

Democracy in 

Europe 
1 89.31 

 

Good 

8.  
Colonial Economy 

and Social 

Services after the 

Second World 

War 

2 87.65 

 

Good 

9.  
The  Rise of 

Socialism 1 75.72 

 

Good 

10.  
Imperialism and 

the Territorial 

Division of the 

World 

1 70.09 

 

Good 

11.  
Threats to World 

Peace After the 

Second World war 
1 61.21 

 

Good 

12.  
Emergence of 

USA as a New 

Capitalist 

Superpower 

1 57.86 

 

Average 

13.  
From Colonialism 

to the First World 

War (1880s – 

1914) 

1 41.98 

 

Average 

 




