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FOREWORD 
The Advanced Certificate of Secondary Education (ACSEE) is a summative 
evaluation marking the end of two years of Advanced Secondary School 
Education in Tanzania. This examination, among other things, shows the 
effectiveness of the educational system in general and educational delivery in 
particular. Essentially, candidates’ responses to the examination questions show 
the extent to which the teaching and learning objectives were achieved in the 
classroom. 

The Candidates’ Item Response Analysis report (CIRA) on the English 
Language subject for the 2022 Advanced Certificate of Secondary Education 
Examination (ACSEE) has been prepared to provide feedback to all education 
stakeholders on the candidates’  performance in the subject. 

This report aims to provide a clear understanding of the reasons behind the 
candidates’  success or failure in the English Language subject. It highlights the 
factors that made the candidates perform well in the examination. These include 
the ability to interpret the questions and to follow instructions as well as 
sufficient knowledge about the concepts and the principles related to the 
subject. In addition, the report indicates that some of the candidates scored low 
marks because they failed to interpret the requirements of the questions and they 
lacked sufficient knowledge about the concepts on which they were tested. 

The National Examinations Council of Tanzania (NECTA) expects that the 
feedback provided in this report will enable school managers, teachers, students, 
education administrators, school quality assurers, and other education 
stakeholders to take appropriate measures to improve the teaching and learning 
of the English Language subject in secondary schools. This will eventually 
strengthen the performance of prospective candidates.  

Finally, the Council would like to thank all those who participated in preparing 
this report. 

 

 

 Athumani S. Amasi 

 EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

This report analyses the candidates’ performance in the English Language 

subject for the Advanced Certificate of Secondary Education Examination 

(ACSEE) which was conducted in June 2022. The English Language subject 

was set following the English Subject syllabus of 2010 and the English 

Language Examination Format of July 2019. 
 

The examination consisted of two papers, namely 122/1 English Language 1 

and 122/2 English Language 2. Each paper had eight questions which were 

distributed across Sections A and B. Section A had four questions and the 

candidates were required to answer all the questions in this section. Each 

question weighed ten (10) marks, making a total of forty (40) marks. Section 

B had four questions. The candidates were required to answer three 

questions; two (2) of which were compulsory. Each question weighed 

twenty (20) marks, making a total of sixty (60) marks. 

The candidates’ performance analysis on each question is presented by 

indicating the requirements of each question, the expected responses, how 

the candidates responded and the explanations for the candidates’ responses. 

Samples of responses extracted from candidates’ scripts have been presented 

to show how the candidates responded in relation to the demands of each 

item. 

The analysis of candidates’ performance on each item in Section A is based 

on the percentage of the candidates with good performance, ranging from 

6.0 to 10.0 marks. Average performance ranges from 3.5 to 5.5 marks. Weak 

performance ranges from 0.0 to 3.0 marks. 

The analysis of candidates’ performance on each item in Section B focuses 

on the percentage of the candidates with good performance, ranging from 

12.0 to 20.0 marks. The average performance ranges from 7.0 to 11.5 marks, 

and weak performance, ranges from 0 to 6.5 marks. 

The three categories of performance are also used in the analysis of the 

candidates’ performance per topic. If the candidates’ performance ranges 

from 60 to 100 per cent, it is considered as good and it is presented by a 

green colour; from 35 to 59 per cent is average performance which is 

presented by the yellow colour, and from 0 to 34 per cent is weak 

performance, which is presented by the red colour. 

The candidates’ performance on each topic has been summarised in the 

Appendix section. 
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2.0 ANALYSIS OF EACH QUESTION IN ENGLISH LANGUAGE 1 

2.1 SECTION A: Short Answer Questions 

This section consisted of four questions. Each question carried 10 marks, 

making a total of 40 marks. The candidates were required to answer all the 

questions in this section. 

2.1.1 Question 1: Explanation on Human Language as a System of 

Subsystems 

The question required the candidates to use relevant examples to explain 

why human language is a system of systems. It aimed to test the candidates’ 

knowledge and understanding of the features (or characteristics) of human 

language. A few candidates attempted the question correctly. Most of those 

who performed poorly failed to supply relevant examples.  

Since the question was compulsory, it was attempted by all 26,763 

candidates (100%); out of whom 17.3 per cent scored from 6 to 10 marks; 

32.1 per cent scored from 3.5 to 5.5 marks; and 50.6 per cent scored from 0 

to 3 marks. The analysis shows that the candidates’ overall performance on 

this question was average because 49.4 per cent scored from average to good 

score categories. Their performance on this question is summarised in 

Figure 1. 
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Figure 1: Candidates’ performance on Question 1 
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The candidates who scored high marks on this question had sufficient 

knowledge and understanding of the sub-systems of human language. They 

managed to give relevant examples. They explained thoroughly how human 

language is a system of systems. They correctly demonstrated it consists of 

independent systems such as phonology and phonetics (specific human 

sounds and general human sounds respectively), syntax (the study of 

grammar and structure), semantics (the study of meaning), pragmatics (the 

rules of language usage in context), and morphology (the study of word 

formation). These elements only become fully meaningful when they are 

combined. 

Concerning phonetics, the study of human speech sounds, the candidates 

correctly explained how human speech sounds are produced by a series of 

interconnected movements of the speaker’s speech organs such as the 

tongue, lips, teeth, and vocal cords as well as how they are decoded by the 

hearer. 

In addition, the candidates explained the phonological system which deals 

with how consonant and vowel phonemes are arranged or patterned to 

obtain meaning in a particular language. For example, the word school in 

the English language consists of sounds /s/, /k/, /u/ and /l/ which must be 

organized to bring sense. If they are not organized, they will make no 

sense. 

Furthermore, the candidates correctly explained that the morphological 

system of language deals with patterning of morphemes (consonants and 

vowels) into words. Each language consists of systems of morphemes 

organized in a certain order that distinguishes it from other languages.  

Moreover, the candidates managed to explain the syntactical system that 

deals with the patterning of words into phrases and phrases into sentences.  

They showed how languages differ in the way they combine words into 

sentences. For example, in the English language, the adjective comes 

before the noun or noun phrase, while in Kiswahili, the adjective comes 

after the noun or noun phrase, as in the beautiful girl and msichana mzuri 

respectively. 

Furthermore, the candidates managed to explain the semantic system of 

language by showing how words in sentences are interpreted. They showed  
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how semantics is a system of meanings that are expressed through words 

and sentences. They demonstrated that each language has its own system of 

meaning, which distinguishes it from other languages.  

Extract 1.1 is a sampled response by a candidate who correctly explained 

how human language is a system of systems. The candidate also provided 

relevant examples. 

 

 
Extract 1.1 is a response of a candidate who scored high marks on this question. 
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The candidates who scored averagely on this question failed to explain 

effectively with relevant examples how human language is a system of 

systems. The analysis shows that most of them tried to explain only how 

language is a system of systems. Their explanations lacked relevant 

examples. Extract 1.2 is a response by a candidate who provided 

insufficient explanations to Question 1. 

 

 
Extract 1.2 is a sample response of a candidate who scored average marks on 

Question 1. 

 

It was further noted that the candidates who performed poorly on this 

question failed to explain how human language is a system of systems. This 

proves that they lacked knowledge and understanding of the features or the 
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characteristics of language, particularly language as a system. They failed 

to differentiate it from other features such as its duality, displacement 

nature, and discreteness. Some candidates failed to understand the question 

and they ended up discussing the key elements involved in the definition of 

language.  

Additionally, some candidates misinterpreted the question and wrote 

words, phrases and sentences on language as a set of subsystems. In reality, 

however, all these fall under the syntactical system.  

Moreover, some of them wrote that language is a system because it deals 

with speech organs such as the lips, teeth, diaphragm, and tongue which 

produce voiced and voiceless sounds.  

Furthermore, other candidates argued that language is a system of systems 

because it deals with communication channels such as the sender, message, 

channel, medium, receiver and feedback. Extract 1.3 is a sample response. 

The candidate discussed the functions of language instead of discussing the 

subsystems of human language. 
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Extract 1.3 is a sample response of a candidate who misinterpreted Question 1. 

2.1.2 Question 2: The Effects of Affixes on Roots 

The question required the candidates to demonstrate how affixes affect the 

roots of words decentralize, unattractive, anticlockwise, pre-connection 

and encouragement. The question tested the candidates’ knowledge and 

understanding of the meaning and uses of affixes. It also tested their ability 

to know how roots change meanings and word classes when affixes are 

attached to them.  

 

The question was attempted by 26,763 candidates (100%); out of whom 

5,027 (18.8%) scored from 6 to 10 marks; 11,308 (42.3%) scored from 3.5 

to 5.5 marks and 10,428 (39%) scored from 0 to 3 marks. Analysis shows 

that the candidates’ overall performance on this question was good; 

whereby 61.1 per cent scored from average to good marks. The 

performance is summarized in Figure 2. 
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Figure 2: Candidates’ performance on Question 2 

 

The candidates who scored high marks on this question managed to identify 

in the given words the affixes which affect the roots of the words they are 

attached to. Besides, they demonstrated their knowledge and good 

understanding of the meanings of the affixes and their effects on the roots 

after the affixation process. Furthermore, they showed their knowledge of 

how the words change their classes after receiving some particles or when 

some affixes are added to them as follows: 

 

(a) Decentralize 

The candidates identified that the word decentralise consists of two 

affixes (de- and –al) which are directly attached to the root. The suffix 

–ise is also an affix but not directly attached to the root. They knew 

that prefix de- meaning “to get rid of or removal of” changes the 

meaning of the root centre to its opposite. In addition, they realized 

that suffix -al is attached to mean “related to”. It changes the root 

centre (which is a noun) to an adjective central meaning “in the 

middle of a place or area.” 

 

(b) Unattractive 

The candidates knew that the word unattractive contains two affixes, 

namely un- and –ive attached to the root attract. They applied their 

knowledge to respond that prefix un- meaning “not or the opposite of”  
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changes the positive meaning of the root attract into its negative form 

not to attract.  They also demonstrated that the suffix -ive changes the 

root attract into its adjective form attractive. 

 

(c) Anticlockwise 

The candidates knew that the word anticlockwise consists of two 

affixes attached to the root clock. These are anti- and -wise. They were 

aware that prefix anti- meaning “against” changes the meaning of the 

root clock into its opposite. Furthermore, they were aware that suffix -

wise meaning “in the manner of” changes the root clock (which is a 

noun) into an adverb of manner clockwise which means “in the same 

direction as of the clock.” 

 

(d) Pre-connection 

The candidates who scored high marks on this question were aware 

that the word pre-connection consists of two affixes namely pre- and -

ion. They understood that prefix pre- which means “before” changes 

the root connect into pre-connect meaning “before connecting.” In 

addition to that, they realized that suffix -ion changes the verb connect 

to abstract noun connection. 

 

(e) Encouragement 

The candidates who scored highly on this part managed to identify en- 

and –ment as affixes attached to the root courage. They realized that 

prefix en- changes the abstract noun courage into the verb encourage.  

They also understood that the suffix -ment changes the root/one form 

of the abstract noun courage into another form which is the result of 

courage; hence encourage as a verb changes into the abstract noun 

encouragement. Extract 2.1 is a sample of the correct responses to the 

question.  
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Extract 2.1 is a response of a candidate who scored high marks on Question 2. 

 

The candidates who scored averagely on this question lacked sufficient 

knowledge about the affixation process. They demonstrated limited 

knowledge about roots; they failed to identify the roots to which the affixes 

were attached. A root is a morpheme to which other particles can be added. 

Additionally, these candidates demonstrated insufficient knowledge of how 

to identify affixes in the given words. For example, most of the candidates 
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managed to identify affixes, but they failed to state their impact on the root. 

Extract 2.2 is a response from a candidate who failed to determine the 

roots to which the affixes were attached.  

 

Extract 2.2 is a response of a candidate who scored average marks on Question 2. 

 

Analysis shows that the candidates who scored low marks failed to 

understand the requirement of the question. They showed their insufficient  

knowledge of the meaning and uses of affixes and the general process of 

affixation. Some of these candidates failed to identify the prefixes and 
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suffixes attached to the roots. Besides, some of them failed to explain the 

meaning and uses of the identified affixes and how they affect their 

respective roots. Moreover, some candidates failed to identify the roots in 

the given words and hence to understand how they were affected by the 

affixes. Furthermore, some candidates misunderstood the question and 

ended up explaining the functions of morphemes in the English language. 

In Extract 2.3 the candidate indicated only the roots in the given words 

without indicating the affixes and how they affect the roots. 

 

Extract 2.3 is a response of a candidate who scored low marks on Question 2. 

2.1.3 Question 3: Meanings Conveyed as Stress Shifts in the Sentence 

The question provided the sentence John went fishing Sunday night. It 

required the candidates to explain clearly the meanings that will be 

expressed when the stress is shifted to each of the five words in the given 

sentence.  

The question was attempted by all 26,763 candidates (100%), out of whom 

only 2,955 (11%) scored marks ranging from 6 to 10 marks and 2,843 

(10.6%) scored from 3.5 to 5.5 marks. The rest 20,965 (78%) scored from 0 

to 3 marks. Analysis shows that the candidates’ overall performance on this 

question was weak since only 5,798 (21.6%) candidates scored averagely or 

above. Their performance on this question is summarised in Figure 3. 
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Figure 3: Candidates’ performance on Question 3 

Analysis shows that 11 per cent of the candidates had high marks on this 

question. They read, understood and correctly responded to the question. 

They demonstrated their knowledge of stress and its use, signalling the 

speaker’s emphasis and focus. They assigned stress to each word (one after 

another) and stated the resultative meanings as follows: 

When stress is assigned to the proper noun John (John went fishing Sunday 

night), it means that it was only John who went fishing on Sunday and not 

any other person. Therefore, the emphasis is on the subject John. 

   

The candidates also knew that, when stress shifts to the verb went (John 

went fishing Sunday night), the meaning is that the speaker is emphasizing 

the action of leaving for an activity.  

 

Moreover, when stress is assigned to the word fishing (John went fishing 

Sunday night), it means the speaker is focusing on the activity which he left 

for.  

 

Furthermore, when stress is shifted to the word Sunday (John went fishing 

Sunday night), it means that the speaker is communicating the day that the 

activity was done. The speaker emphasizes states that it was on Sunday and 

not any other day that the fishing activity was done. 
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Additionally, the candidates understood that when stress is shifted to the 

word night (John went fishing Sunday night) it means that the speaker is 

focusing on the time or part of the day that the fishing activity was done. 

That is at night, not in the morning or afternoon when the fishing activity 

was done. Extract 3.1 is a sample of the correct responses. The candidate 

correctly explained how stress shift in the given sentence changes its 

meaning. 
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Extract 3.1 is a response of a candidate who scored high marks on Question 3. 

Moreover, the candidates with average marks on this question lacked 

sufficient knowledge of and skills in showing how stress shift from one 

word to another in a sentence can change the meaning of the sentence. 

Extract 3.2 is illustrative. 

 

Extract 3.2 is a response of a candidate who scored average marks on Question 3. 
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The candidates with low marks on this question failed to sufficiently 

explain how stress positioning in the given sentence can change the 

meaning of the sentence. Some candidates misunderstood the question. 

Hence, they assigned word classes to the words in the given sentence; for 

example, Juma (noun), went (verb) instead of explaining the meaning of the 

sentence after stress shifts from one word to another. In addition, some 

candidates explained the uses of stress such as changing the meaning of 

words, indicating word classes or showing emphasis in the English 

language. Some of them changed the sentence into negative, Juma did not 

go fishing on Sunday night, which was contrary to the demands of the 

question. Moreover, others kept repeating the same sentence five times 

without showing any difference. Extract 3.3 is a sample response. The 

candidate wrongly considered the shifting stress as a negating element in 

the sentence. 

 

Extract 3.3 is an incorrect response of a candidate who scored poorly on 

Question 3. 
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In Extract 3.3, the candidate demonstrated his/her inadequate knowledge of 

stress and its functions. He/she thought that stress has a negative effect on a 

word in a sentence. 

2.1.4 Question 4: Translating a Text Using the Communicative Translation 

Method 

The candidates were given a paragraph in Kiswahili. They were required to 

read, understand and translate it into English communicatively. The 

paragraph read:  

 

Wakati mizizi pekee inaweza kuwa mofimu huru, si mizizi yote ni huru. 

Mizizi mingi haina uwezo wa kujitokeza peke yake. Mara nyingi hujitokeza 

pamoja na vijenzi vingine vya maneno ambavyo hupachikwa katika mizizi 

hiyo. Vijenzi hivyo ni mofimu tegemezi.  Mofimu tegemezi pia vinajulikana 

kama viambishi. Kuna aina tatu za viambishi ambavyo ni viambishi awali, 

viambishi kati na viambishi tegemezi. Lakini lugha ya Kiswahili haina  

viambishi kati. Sasa unaweza kutoa mifano ya mofimu tehemezi. The 

question tested the candidates’ knowledge about language skills. It was set 

to test their ability to comprehend information written in one language and 

translate it into another language. 

The question was attempted by all 26,763 candidates (100%); out of whom, 

15,559 (58.1%) scored from 6 to 10 marks; 7,668 (28.7%) scored from 3.5 

to 5.5 marks; and 3,536 (13.2%) scored from 0 to 3 marks. Analysis shows 

that the candidates’ overall performance on this question was good since 

23,227 (86.8%) candidates scored averagely or above.  

As introduced earlier, the candidates were required to translate the given 

passage into the English language by using the communicative translation 

method. In this method, they were required to use alternative meanings of 

words to make sure that the same message is sent to their receivers in the 

target language. Their performance on this question is summarised in 

Figure 4. 
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Figure 4: Candidates’ performance on Question 4 

Analysis shows that the candidates with high marks on this question were 

15,559 (58.1%). These candidates demonstrated a good command of both 

English and Kiswahili; this ability helped them to translate the given 

passage by using the communicative translation method. Besides, the 

candidates were knowledgeable about translating since they correctly 

changed the information presented in Kiswahili to English. They 

demonstrated their language skills in understanding the passage particularly 

the vocabulary used. One candidate translated the passage as follows: 

 

 Extract 4.1 is a sample response of a candidate who applied the 

communicative method to correctly translate the Kiswahili text into 

English. 



19 

 

However, 7,668 candidates (28.7%) scored averagely on this question. 

Some of them lacked good writing skills; hence, they failed to use the 

correct punctuation marks in their translated texts. Some of them skipped 

some details in the Kiswahili text; as a result, the details did not feature in 

the translated version. This irregularity made the translated text sound 

inappropriate in the target language as Extract 4.2 shows. 

 

Extract 4.2 is a response of a candidate who scored averagely on Question 4. 

 

Furthermore, the candidates who scored low marks on this question lacked 

knowledge about language skills. Hence, they failed to translate the text 

from Kiswahili to English. For example, some candidates failed to identify 

the types of morphemes and affixes as they were mentioned in the original 

text. Besides, other candidates showed insufficient knowledge of 

vocabulary items such as mofimu tegemezi which they translated as 

allomorphs instead of bound morphemes and viambishi kati which they 

translated as bound morphemes instead of infixes. Moreover, other 

candidates failed to punctuate their translated texts and made them illegible. 

 

In Extract 4.3, the candidate failed to translate the text appropriately 

hence, his/her translated text differed from the original one. 
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Extract 4.3 is a response of a candidate who scored low marks on Question 4. 
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2.2 SECTION B: Essay Questions 

This section consisted of four questions. The candidates were required to 

answer three questions. Two of them were compulsory. Each question 

weighed 20 marks. 

2.2.1 Question 5: Factors which Influenced the Spread of the English 

Language in the World 

This question required the candidates to elaborate eight historical factors 

which influenced the spread of the English language in the world, using 

relevant examples. The question tested their knowledge about the spread of 

English in the world. 

This question was compulsory; it was attempted by all 26,763 candidates 

(100%). Among them, 15,268 (57.0%) scored from 12.0 to 20.0 marks; 

10,376 (38.8%) scored from 7.0 to 11.5 marks, and 1,119 candidates (4.2%) 

scored from 0.0 to 6.5 marks. Analysis shows that the candidates’ overall 

performance on this question was good because 95.8 per cent of them  

performed at average and good levels, as shown in Figure 5. 

 
Figure 5: Candidates’ performance on Question 5 

 

 

 



22 

The candidates with good performance on this question (57.0%) 

demonstrated good writing skills which helped them to present and defend 

their arguments on the factors which influenced the spread of English in the 

world. They organized their essays into three parts, namely the introduction, 

main body and conclusion. In the introductory part, some of them defined 

the key terms such as language to introduce a brief description of the subject 

matter, English language. 

In the main body, they elaborated eight (8) points on the factors that 

influenced the spread of the English language in the world. The factors 

included British colonialism, the industrial revolution in Europe, 

international capitalism, the rise of the United States of America as the 

world superpower, creation of the League of Nations, invention of 

communication technology and growth of international trade 

The candidates concluded their essays relevantly, summarizing their 

observations and stating informative concluding remarks. Some candidates 

concluded their essays by pointing out the influence of education on the 

spread of the English language. Extract 5.1 elaborates the factors that 

influenced the spread of English in the world. 
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Extract 5.1 is a response of a candidate who scored high marks on Question 5. 
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Moreover, the candidates who scored average marks on this question failed 

to elaborate their arguments adequately. Their failure to observe 

grammatical rules and their poor mastery of the subject matter account for 

the average marks they scored. Extract 5.2 is illustrative. Hence, the 

candidate scored average marks. 
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Extract 5.2 is a response of a candidate who scored average marks on 

Question 5.  
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Furthermore, analysis shows that the candidates who scored low marks on 

this question failed to interpret the question. Some of them discussed the 

criteria for a language to have the international status such as the number of 

speakers, its spread or dispersion geographically, and its vehicular load 

within the country contrary to the requirement of the question.  

 

Other candidates elaborated current factors such as the music by famous 

musicians such as Diamond Platinumz and current sports and games while  

the question was basically historical. Extract 5.3 is a sample response of a 

candidate who provided irrelevant factors.  
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Extract 5.3 is a response of a candidate who scored low marks on this 

question. 

 

2.2.2 Question 6: Essay Writing on the Effects of COVID 19 and Measures 

for Its Prevention 

This question instructed the candidates to write essays about four effects of 

COVID-19 and four measures for its prevention. The question aimed to test 

the candidates’ writing skills and ability to give information on a particular 

issue. The essays were to be well organised in terms of the introduction, 

main body and conclusion. They were also to be written using paragraphs, 

grammatical English language and coherent points. 

It was a compulsory question, and it was attempted by all 26,763 candidates 

(100%). Among them, 22,746 (85.0%) scored from 12.0 to 20.0 marks and 

3,891 (14.5%) scored from 7.0 to 11.5 marks. Only 126 (5.0%) candidates 

scored from 0.0 to 6.5 marks. Analysis shows that the candidates’ overall 

performance on this question was good because 26,637 candidates (99.5%) 

scored at average and good levels. Their performance is summarised in 

Figure 6. 
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Figure 6: Candidates’ performance on Question 6 

 

The candidates who scored high marks on this question were 22,746 (85%). 

They wrote their essays logically adhering to the essay writing rules and 

instructions given. They organised their essays into the three parts, namely 

the introduction, main body and conclusion.  

 

In the introduction, they correctly defined the term COVID-19 and briefly 

described the disease. COVID-19, which is also known as the Coronavirus 

disease, is an infectious disease caused by the severe Acute Respiratory 

Syndrome Corona Virus 2 (SARS – CoV-2). The most common symptoms 

of the disease include fever, coughing, tiredness, and loss of taste or smell. 

Less common symptoms include sore throat, headache, aches/pains, 

diarrhoea, skin rashes and red/irritated eyes. Most people who fall sick with 

COVID-19 can experience mild to moderate symptoms and recover without 

special treatment. However, some can become seriously ill and require 

medical attention. Serious symptoms include difficulty in breathing, loss of 

speech or mobility or mental confusion.    

 

In the main body, the candidates explained the effects of COVID-19 and 

the preventive measures for the disease. The effects presented include loss 

of life; isolation among community members; loss of household, 

community and national income; disruption of social, economic and 

cultural practices;  
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and healthcare challenges. The preventive measures given include regular 

hand washing; social distancing, wearing face masks, restriction of 

gatherings, quarantining and vaccination. 

 

Their essays ended with sound conclusions that COVID-19 has adversely 

affected our everyday lives. Members of the communities and the society at 

large are urged to observe preventive measures against this pandemic since 

its effects are extensive with far reaching consequences. Extract 6.1 is a 

sample response from a candidate who wrote an essay adhering to the 

demands of the question. 

 

 

Extract 6.1 is a response of a candidate who scored high marks on Question 6. 

Further, the candidates who scored average marks on this question were not 

expressive enough to explain the effects and the control measures of 

COVID-19. They provided weak arguments on the effects and unjustifiable 

control measures. Some essays had grammatical errors. Moreover, some 

candidates paraphrased the same points. Some of them lacked paragraphing 

skills. Their paragraphs began with the same sentence instead of topic 

sentences which differ depending on the point concerned. All of this 

contributed to their low marks. Extract 6.2 is illustrative of such 

grammatical errors and the monotonous repetitions of phrases in the 

paragraphs’ opening sentences. 
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Extract 6.2 is a response of a candidate who scored average marks on 

Question 6. 

 

Furthermore, analysis shows that the candidates who scored low marks on 

this question lacked argumentative essay writing skills. They failed to 

demonstrate their ability and knowledge about the effects and preventive 

measures against COVID-19. Due to lack of points and lack of proficiency 

in the English language, some candidates ended up repeating the same 

points; hence they scored low marks. Moreover, some candidates mixed 

languages (may be) due to their limited English vocabulary. They wrote 

Kiswahili words such as barakoa instead of face masks. Furthermore, other 

candidates misunderstood the question. Hence, they discussed the 
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symptoms of COVID-19 such as prolonged fever and breathing difficulties 

instead of social, economic, political or cultural effects of the disease in 

society. Extract 6.3 is a sample response of a candidate who discussed the 

symptoms of COVID-19 instead of effects of the disease to the 

community.
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Extract 6.3 is a response of a candidate who performed poorly on 

Question 6. 

2.2.3 Question 7: Proposing Strategies for Effective Listening 

This question required the candidates to propose eight listening techniques 

that students need to observe to become effective listeners in class and 

beyond. This question aimed to test candidates’ awareness of the strategies 

for effective listening in the school context. 

This was an optional question. It was attempted by 25,736 (96.2%) of the 

candidates; of whom, 21,790 (84.7%) scored from 12.0 to 20.0 marks and 

3,786 (14.1%) scored from 7.0 to 11.5 marks. Only 160 (6.0%) scored from 

0.0 to 6.5 marks. Analysis shows that the candidates’ overall performance 

on this question was good because 25,576 (95.5%) scored from average to 

good level. Their performance is summarised in Figure 7. 

 
Figure 7: Candidates’ performance on Question 7 
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The candidate with good performance on this question demonstrated the 

ability to propose viable strategies that one needs to become an effective 

listener in the school context.  

 

They appropriately introduced their compositions maintaining the term 

listening as the ability to accurately receive and interpret messages in the 

communication process. Effective listening, in this case, is the ability to 

actively understand information provided by the speaker.  

 

The candidates also provided detailed explanations in the main body that 

presented the strategies for effective listening. They included points such as 

having the desire to listen, being open-minded and willing to learn new 

ideas, distinguishing the speaker’s facts from his/her opinions, being 

observant, signalling that you are listening, adhering to the purpose of 

listening, and predicting as well as asking questions. 

 

They also made sound conclusions by summarizing the points presented in 

the body part. Extract 7.1 is a sample response of a candidate who 

correctly proposed effective listening strategies. 
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Extract 7.1 is a response of a candidate who scored good marks on 

Question 7. 
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Besides, the candidates who scored average marks on this question failed to 

provide all the required points. Some of them were not expressive enough 

to explain their proposed listening strategies. Grammatical rules, 

misspelling and poor essay organization skills were part of the weaknesses 

in their compositions. Consequently, they scored averagely. Extract 7.2 is 

a sample response of a candidate who scored average marks, in part due to 

some spelling and grammatical errors. 
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Extract 7.2 is a response of a candidate who scored average marks on 

Question 7. 

Furthermore, the candidates who scored below average marks on this 

question misunderstood the question.  Some of them provided weak points 

or strong points with weak explanations. Moreover, some of them 

misunderstood the question and discussed the processes of listening instead 

of listening strategies. Extract 7.3 is a sample response of a candidate who 

discussed the listening processes, contrary to the demands of the question. 
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Extract 7.3 is a response of a candidate who scored low marks on 

Question 7. 

2.2.4 Question 8: Writing a Speech on the Freedom of Expression in 

Tanzania 

In this question, the candidates were required to imagine they were 

principal speakers in debate sessions with the motion There is Freedom of 

Expression in Tanzania. In this debating environment, the candidates were  

instructed to write speeches to support the stated motion. The question 

tested the candidates’ skills in composition writing, speech organization, 

and presentation.  

This question was optional. It was the least selected question in this paper as 

only 1,025 candidates (3.8%) attempted it. Among them, 308 (30.0%) 

scored from 12 to 20 marks while 4010 (40.0%) scored from 7 to 11 marks. 

However, 307 (30.0%) scored from 0 to 6 marks. The candidates’ overall 

performance on this question was good because 718 candidates out of the 

1,025 (70.0%) who attempted the question scored at average or above levels. 

The candidates’ performance is summarised in Figure 8. 
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Figure 8: Candidates’ performance on Question 8 

 

The candidates who scored high marks on this question demonstrated their 

knowledge and ability to compose, organize and present speeches. They 

managed to organize their speeches from the title, salutation, introduction, 

main body and conclusion. They realized that, the speech is delivered in a 

debating environment; hence salutations must follow the debate format. 

They understood that any speech must have its title, salutations, main body 

and conclusion.  In the main body, the candidates pointed out factors 

supporting the motion that There is Freedom of Expression in Tanzania. 

They correctly presented the factors such as a relaxed environment for the 

establishment of religious denominations, establishment of political parties, 

establishment of clubs and games, and establishment of commercial 

advertisement. Extract 8.1 is a sample response of a candidate who wrote a 

good speech on the existence of freedom of expression in Tanzania.  
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Extract 8.1 is a response of a candidate who scored high marks on 

Question 8. 

 

Moreover, analysis shows that some candidates who scored average marks 

on this question failed to explain the points thoroughly and exhaustively. 

Some responses also missed relevant, supporting examples. Besides, these 

candidates lacked knowledge and understanding of the subject matter, 

which was freedom of speech/expression. Extract 8.2 is a sample response 

of a candidate who wrote a few points that resulted in an average score. 
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Extract 8.2 is a response of a candidate who scored averagely on Question 8. 

 

Furthermore, analysis indicates that the candidates who scored low marks 

on this question failed to understand the requirements of the question. They 

lacked organization, composition writing and presentation skills, which 

would enable them to score his marks. For example, some of the candidates 

misunderstood the question. They discussed human rights in general such 

as right to worship, movement, own property, right to live, and the like 

instead of concentrating on the freedom or right of expression as it was 

required. Moreover, other candidates discussed the importance of freedom 

of speech instead of areas or places where freedom of expression is vividly 

practised. Extract 8.3 is a sample response of a candidate who discussed 

the importance of freedom of expression.  
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Extract 8.3 is a response of a candidate who scored low marks on Question 8. 
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3.0 ANALYSIS OF EACH QUESTION IN ENGLISH LANGUAGE 2 

3.1 SECTION A: Short Answer Questions  

This section consisted of four questions. Each question carried ten (10) 

marks, making a total of forty (40) marks. The candidates were required to 

answer all the four questions.  

3.1.1 Question 1: The Difference between Creative Writing and Factual 

Writing  

  In this question, the candidates were required to imagine that they witnessed 

people arguing about whether there is no clear difference between creative 

writing and factual writing. In this situation the candidates were required to 

settle the argument by showing the difference between the two types of 

writing. The question tested the candidates’ knowledge of the types of 

writing.  

The question was attempted by all 26,762 (100%) candidates. Among them, 

4,348 (16.2%) scored from 6.0 to 10.0 marks; 6,641 (24.8%) scored from 

3.5 to 5.5 marks; and 15,773 (58.9%) scored from 0.0 to 3.0 marks. Analysis 

shows that the overall performance of the candidates on this question was 

average because 41.0 per cent scored from average and above. Their 

performance is summarised in Figure 9. 

 
Figure 9: Candidates’ performance on Question 1 
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The candidates who scored high marks on this question briefly showed how 

creative writing differs from factual writing. They stated that creative 

writing uses creative/artistic language due to the use of figures of speech, 

while factual writing uses common language. They also expressed that 

creative writing uses imaginary people as characters, while factual writing 

uses real people. Furthermore, they explained that creative writing uses 

imaginary settings, while factual writing uses real settings.  These 

candidates also wrote that creative writing uses artistic arrangement of 

events which may be in a chronological or flashback order. Lastly, they 

differentiated creative writing from factual writing by stating that creative 

writing is based on imaginary events, while factual writing is based on real 

events.  

The correct responses given by the candidates show that they were 

knowledgeable about the two types of writing. Extract 9.1 is a sample of 

correct responses from one of these candidates. 
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Extract 9.1 is a good response from a candidate who scored high marks 

on Question 9. He/she clearly differentiated creative writing from factual 

writing. 

Analysis further shows that the candidates who performed averagely 

provided some responses which differentiated creative writing from factual 

writing; some of which being incorrect. This made such candidates to score 

average marks, as Extract 9.2 exemplifies. 

 

Extract 9.2 is a response from a candidate who scored average marks. 

He/she provided both correct and incorrect responses. 

The candidates who had low performance on this question failed to give 

brief explanations on the differences between creative writing and factual 

writing as they lacked knowledge of the area in which they were tested. 

These candidates demonstrated the following weaknesses:  
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They did not know about the concepts of creative writing and factual 

writing; hence they regarded creative writing as an interesting story while 

factual writing as a type of writing that does not focus on the formalities of 

language. Similarly, one of them explained creative writing as the writing 

that is written in high knowledge and always stored in documents while 

factual writing is simple and may not be documented. This indicates that the 

candidates were not aware that both creative and factual writing can be 

documented because they are in the form of writing.  

Others explained creative writing as the type of writing that needs 

preparation while factual writing does not need any preparation. The 

candidates also regarded creative writing as the type of writing that lacks 

figures of speech such as hyperbole, personification and others. In contrast, 

they considered factual writing as the one that uses many figures of speech. 

Apparently, such candidates were not aware that creative writing involves 

literary works which employ figures of speech such as similes, metaphors, 

and hyperboles while factual writing does not employ figures of speech.  

Furthermore, they considered creative writing as the one that makes a 

person to be acceptable in a serious speech, while in factual writing, the 

person is not acceptable.  

Yet, others considered the use of rising and falling tone as a criterion that 

differentiates creative writing from factual writing, while this is used in 

spoken language and not in written language.  

There were also candidates who considered features of formal language 

such as long and complex sentences as aspects that differentiate creative 

writing and factual. This consideration is contrary to the demand of the 

question. 

Moreover, there were candidates who provided completely irrelevant 

responses. For example, one candidate provided factors which lead to the 

variation of language. Such factors included education, sex, age, status and 

setting and used them to differentiate creative writing from factual writing 

contrary to the demand of the question. Extract 9.3 is illustrative. 
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Extract 9.3 is a response from a candidate who scored low marks on 

Question 9. He/she used factors which lead to language variation to 

differentiate creative writing from factual writing. 
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3.1.2 Question 2: Distinguishing Literary Terms 

In this question, the candidates were required to differentiate literary terms 

given in pairs. The pairs were Autobiography and biography, Fable and 

myth, Narrative writing and descriptive writing, Fiction and non-fiction and 

Aesthetic and suspense. The differences needed were on how the terms are 

used in literary works. 

All 26,762 candidates (100%) attempted the question. Among them 11,553 

(43.2%) scored from 6.0 to 10.0 marks; 7,218 (27.7%) scored from 3.5 to 

5.5 marks; and 7,991 (29.9%) scored from 0.0 to 3.0 marks. Their overall 

performance on this question was good because 70.9 per cent scored from 

average and above. Their performance is summarised in Figure 10. 

 

Figure 10: Candidates’ performance on Question 2 

The candidates who performed well on this question briefly differentiated 

the given pairs of terms as they are used in literary writings, as follows: 

In item (i), the candidates stated that autobiography is a life story of 

someone written by the person himself or herself, while biography is a life 

story of someone written by another person. They also added that 

autobiography uses the first-person point of view, while biography uses the 

third person point of view.  

In item (ii), the candidates pointed out that fable is a short story that gives a 

moral lesson and uses animals as characters, while myth is explained as a 

story that deals with the nature or origin of some phenomenon on earth.  
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Furthermore, in item (iii), narrative writing was explained as an art that 

tells a story about certain past events or a person, while descriptive writing 

was the art of writing a story whereby the writer is obliged to provide 

detailed information on how someone or something looks like or appears, 

thus creating images or pictures into the reader’s mind.  

Moreover, in item (iv), the candidates differentiated fiction from non-

fiction by stating that fiction is a literary work that describes imaginary 

people and events, while non-fiction is referred to as works which are based 

on real or objective issues.   

Lastly, in item (v), the candidates explained aesthetics as the study of 

beauty in a literary work whereby language is used in a skillful manner, 

thus bringing pleasure to the audience. In contrast, suspense was said to be 

an expectation involving anticipation and doubt of what is going to happen 

in a literary work. This also refers to the desire or curiosity within the mind 

of the reader.  

This indicates that the candidates had adequate knowledge about the usage 

of these terms. Extract 10.1 is a sample from the candidates whose 

performance on this question was good. 
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Extract 10.1 shows that the candidate correctly differentiated the given 

pairs of terms as they are used in literary writings. 

Analysis also demonstrates that some candidates performed averagely. 

They managed to provide correct responses to some of the items, but not to 

all. For example, one candidate differentiated the terms in item (iv), stating 

that “Fiction refers to the story that tells about imaginative events while 

non-fiction deals with historical facts such as heroes.” In item (ii), the 

candidate correctly explained fable as the story about animals. However, 

he/she failed to give a clear definition of myth as he/she said myth deals 
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with past events. Equally, he/she provided unclear descriptions about 

narrative writing and descriptive writing.  Extract 10.2 is a good example. 

 

Extract 10.2 is a response from a candidate who provided both correct and 

incorrect responses to the given items. 

A further analysis shows that the candidates whose performance on this 

question was weak failed to differentiate the pairs of terms used in literary 

writings. This can be accounted for by lack of knowledge about the subject 

matter, as evidenced by the following weaknesses: 

In item (i), one of the candidates explained the term autobiography as the 

information that appears before the back or content and normally in the 

table of content. This response indicates that the candidate confused the 

term table of content and autobiography. He/she did not understand that 

autobiography refers to the story in which a person writes about 

himself/herself and does not have any relationship with the table of 

contents which highlights the arrangement of topics in a book.  

Equally, in item (ii), the candidate explained fable as a short story that is 

not true while myth is a short story that is based on true events. This 
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candidate did not understand that a story that is not true is referred to as 

fiction, a general term that applies to all literary works. He/she also did not 

know that a short story that deals with true events is known as legend and 

not myth which deals with natural phenomena and origin of things.  

Similarly, in item (iv) the candidate had the wrong perception of the terms 

fiction and non-fiction. He/she responded that “Fiction is a story that 

contains true events which is contrary to its real meaning which is the story 

that deals with imaginative characters, events and setting.” His/her wrong 

perception made him/her to provide incorrect explanation that non-fiction is 

a story that is not real while the opposite is true.  

Additionally, in item (v), the candidate failed to provide any response since 

he/she was not knowledgeable about the terms aesthetic and suspense.    

Other candidates were not aware of the terms autobiography and 

biography. They referred to autobiography as the report that is written by 

people to express other people while biography was considered to be the 

report that is written to express individual ideas. Such candidates also 

failed to differentiate a fable from a myth. They explained fable as a 

narrative story that deals with the history of particular things. Such 

candidates could not realize that a story that deals with the history of a 

particular society is referred to as legend. Likewise, myth was referred to as 

a story that deals with events without mentioning the kind of events. They 

failed to understand that there are different kinds of events such as real and 

natural events. Extract 10.3 is a sample of the poor responses to the 

question. 
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Extract 10.3 is a response from a candidate who failed to differentiate the pairs of 

terms as they are used in literary writings. 

 

3.1.3 Question 3: Importance of Literary Works 

This question required the candidates to defend in five points the existence 

and sustainability of literary works against the claims that they are a wastage 

of time. 

All 26,762 (100%) candidates attempted the question. Among them 22,747 

(85.0%) scored from 6.0 to 10.0 marks; 3,146 (11.8%) scored from 3.5 to 

5.5 marks and 869 (3.2%) scored from 0.0 to 3.0 marks. The candidates’ 

overall performance on this question was good because 96.8 per cent scored 

at average or good performance levels, as summarised in Figure 11. 
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Figure 11: Candidates’ performance on Question 3 

The candidates who performed well on this question provided arguments 

which support the view that it is wrong to abolish literary works. They 

argued that social life would be dull and boring since literature is a source 

of joy, pleasure and entertainment. They added that there would be little 

room for waging war against immoralities/evils which surround our society 

making social life chaotic because literary works expose the wrong and the 

good for people to avoid or accept them respectively. Another argument 

given was that since literary works include oral literature, abolition would 

threaten unity in the society; literary works bring people together through 

songs and stories. Similarly, they pointed out that literature raises 

awareness. Therefore, if it is abolished, people will not be aware of many 

societal matters. Finally, they argued that, if literary works are abolished, 

some skills and knowledge will not be acquired. Extract 11.1 is a sample 

of the correct responses to the question. 
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Extract 11.1 is a response of a candidate who scored high marks after 

providing arguments which support the view that it is wrong to abolish 

literary works.  

A further analysis shows that some candidates scored average performance. 

These outlined the reasons for not abolishing literary works, but they did 

not give any explanations. Extract 10.2 is illustrative. 
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Extract 11.2 is a response from a candidate who scored average marks. 

He/she provided reasons for not abolishing literary works without giving 

explanations. 

Analysis also demonstrates that the candidates who did not perform well on 

this question did not give convincing arguments to defend literary works 

lest they are deemed wastage of time, and they should be abolished. These 

candidates were not competent in the area of functions of literature in the 

society. They demonstrated the following weaknesses:  

Some candidates used the elements of form such as plot, setting, 

characterization and style as reasons which prove that it is a wrong move to 

abolish literary works. This response is not in line with the question’s 

demand. Similarly, some candidates argued that literature leads to the 

destruction of culture, literature is costly, and literature leads to waste of 

time, literature leads to the backwardness.   

Other candidates provided responses which were irrelevant to the statement 

given. For example, one candidate gave responses such as the lack of 

competent books, increase of illiterates, and lack of artistic codes as 

reasons which make the abolition of literature a wrong move. Additionally, 

other candidates argued that, if we abolish literary works, there will be a 

lack of themes, inadequate of figures of speech, lack of imagery, and the 

use of few styles. All these responses do not support the view that literary 

works should not be abolished.  Extract 11.3 exemplifies such responses. 
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Extract 11.3 is a response from a candidate who used elements of form as 

reasons for not abolishing literary works. 

3.1.4 Question 4: Reading a Poem and Answering Questions  

This question required the candidates to read a given poem and answer 

questions in parts (i), (ii), (iii), (iv), and (v). The poem read: 

The Louse in the Head (By Charles Mloka) 

The louse in the head is the one who shaves it, 

Don’t think of a frog, she resides in the well, 

Don’t even think the bedbug is the barber, 

When the gum aches, the poison comes from the mouth, 

If the toilet stinks the fly is around, 

The louse is the resident you call your neighbour, 

Once you find him in your head thread him down, 

Even if he hides in your cloth quickly mince him, 

The more you wait, you will get the more rashes, 

The louse in the head is the barber.  
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Questions:  

(i) With evidence, show what the words ‘louse’ ‘fly’ and ‘poison’ 

symbolize in this poem. 

(ii) What is the poet’s suggestion in the seventh and eighth verses in the 

poem? 

(iii) How is the title of the poem related to its content? 

(iv) Briefly explain the theme of the poem 

(v) Briefly show how this poem is relevant to the day to day life 

experience.  

 

The question was attempted by 26,761 candidates (99.9%). Among them, 

4,309 (16.1%) scored from 6.0 to 10.0 marks; 7,175 (26.8%) scored from 

3.5 to 5.5 marks; and 15,277 (57.1%) scored from 0.0 to 3.0 marks. 

Analysis shows that the candidates’ overall performance on this question 

was average since 42.9 per cent of them fall within the average and good 

score category. Their performance is summarised in Figure 12. 

 

  

Figure 12: Candidates’ performance on Question 4 
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The candidates whose performance on this question was good exhibited 

their skills in analysing and interpreting poems. These candidates provided 

the correct responses to almost all items.  

 

In item (i), the candidates showed that the words ‘louse’ ‘fly’ and ‘poison’ 

stand for problems which need to be solved. This is evidenced in a verse 

which reads:  

The more you wait; you will get the more rashes. 

 In item (ii) the candidates provided the poet’s suggestion that problems 

should be addressed immediately to avoid their effects. Moreover, in item 

(iii) the candidates stated that the title of the poem is symbolically related to 

the content of the poem since louse refers to the problems which always 

exist in society. In item (iv), the candidates stated the theme of the poem as 

human problems which are intensified when they are not solved on time. 

Lastly, in item (v), the candidates related the poem to today’s life 

experience. They showed how the poem relates to the problems which 

people face in life. They also added that, if those problems are not solved, 

they intensify and double their adverse effects. Extract 12.1 is illustrative. 
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Extract 12.1 is a response from a candidate who provided the correct 

responses. 

 

Furthermore, analysis indicates that the candidates who performed 

averagely responded correctly to questions in some of the items while in 

other items they provided unsatisfactory responses. For example, one of the 

candidates responded correctly to item (v), where he/she showed the 

relevance of the poem by writing, in our today’s life experience some 

people who initiate problems to others go laughing behind them especially 

when such people who face problems pass through hard times. However, 

the same candidate failed to respond correctly to items (iii) and (iv) where 

he/she provided responses that did not correspond to the given poem. 

Extract 12.2 illustrates this scenario.   
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Extract 12.2 is a response from a candidate who provided incorrect and 

correct responses to Question 4. 

 

On the contrary, the candidates whose performance on this question was 

weak failed to use the information obtained from the poem to respond 

correctly to the subsequent question items numbered (i), (ii), (iii), (iv) and 

(v). This could be explained by their lack of knowledge and skills in 

analyzing and interpreting poems. Some candidates provided incorrect 

responses which did not correspond with the given poem. The following 

examples are illustrative: 
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In item (i), one of the candidates responded incorrectly to the question. 

He/she wrote that the words louse, fly and poison symbolize a bad smell 

and dirtiness while those words stand for problems which need to be 

solved. Another candidate stated that louse and fly represent colonialists 

who are in our life to exploit us. 

 

In item (ii), the candidate responded to the question by using the poet’s 

suggestion that people should thread the louse down without giving its 

interpretation. Another candidate responded by providing the poet’s 

suggestion that people should have an endless war against exploitation. 

 

In item (iii), the candidate stated that the title related with the content since 

the poem explains more about the title which is not worth an award. 

Another candidate stated that the title relates to the content as it reveals 

themes like exploitation and consciousness which still exist in the society. 

 

In item (iv), the candidate explained the theme of the poem as maintaining 

cleanness of our bodies especially to our hairs. He/she might have been 

confused with the verse If the toilet stinks, the fly is around which relates 

with dirtiness. Another candidate responded that the theme of the poem is 

exploitation. 

 

Lastly, in item (v), the candidate failed to show the relevance of the poem. 

He/she wrote that the poem relates to today’s society since there are people 

who do not maintain their hygiene, making them suffer from diseases. 

Another candidate stated, the poem is relevant to the society as it reveals 

exploitation and consciousness that happen to the society. 

 

All these incorrect responses indicate that the candidates lacked knowledge 

and skills of analyzing and interpreting poems correctly. Thus they came up 

with irrelevant responses. Extract 12.3 is a sample of the incorrect 

responses to the question. 
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Extract 12.3 is a response from a candidate who provided incorrect 

responses to Question 4. 
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3.2 SECTION B: Essay Questions  

 

The section comprised four (4) questions. Each question weighed twenty 

(20) marks. This section required the candidates to answer three (3) 

questions. Questions seven (7) and eight (8) were compulsory. The total 

marks for this section were sixty (60).  

 

3.2.1 Question 5: Reasons for Conflicts in Society 

This question instructed the candidates to explain reasons for conflicts in 

society. They were instructed to support their arguments using two plays 

they had appreciated from the list of plays given.  

The question was optional. It was attempted by 22,913 candidates (85.6%). 

Among them, 19,234 (83.9%) scored from 12.0 to 20.0 marks; 3,448 

(15.0%) scored from 7.0 to 11.5 marks; and 231 (1.0%) scored from 0.0 to 

6.5 marks. The overall performance on this question was good because 98.9 

per cent of the candidates who attempted this question received average or  

good scores. 

 
Figure 13: Candidates’ performance on Question 5. 
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The candidates who scored high marks (12 to 20) on this question provided 

relevant introductory parts in their essays, maintaining the key term conflict 

as a misunderstanding or disagreement between two opposing forces. They 

specified appropriately the two plays for reference.   

In the main body, the candidates explained various causes of conflicts in 

the society. Those who referred to An Enemy of the People by Henrik 

Ibsen presented various causes of conflicts. These include differences in 

interests among people, selfishness and betrayal. 

The candidates who referred to Betrayal in the City by Francis Imbuga 

provided causes of conflicts, which include infidelity, ignorance and 

differences in interest.  

The candidates who used I Will Marry When I Want by Ngugi wa 

Thiong’o and Ngugi wa Mirii presented causes of conflicts such as 

drunkenness, unfulfilled expectations, irresponsibility and laziness.  

Those who used Black Mamba by John Ruganda said that the feeling of 

being exploited and differences in interests among members are causes of 

conflicts. Extract 13.1 is a sample of good responses to the question.  
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Extract 13.1 is a response from a candidate who scored high marks as 

he/she provided reasons for the occurrence of conflicts in society. 

Furthermore, the analysis shows that some candidates scored average 

marks. They provided responses with unclear explanations and grammatical 

errors. This indicates that they did not have a good command of English, as 

Extract 13.2 illustrates. 
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Extract 13.2 is a response from a candidate who scored average marks as 

he/she did not have a good command of English.  

However, analysis shows that the candidates who performed poorly on this 

question demonstrated different weaknesses. Instead of writing essays 

which explain causes of conflicts in society, some candidates merely 

outlined the points. Equally, others misinterpreted the question as they 

provided explanations about conflicts without showing the reasons for their 

occurrence in society. 
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 Additionally, some of the candidates managed to provide the reasons for 

conflicts in the society but used inappropriate characters. For example, one 

candidate used Wandika, a character that is not used in the play of his/her 

choice (I will Marry when I want). He/she also used characters such as 

the Man, the Teacher and Joseph Koomson from the novel The Beautyful 

Ones are not Yet Born while his/her reference was the play An Enemy of 

the People.  Other candidates used novels for reference instead of plays. 

Extract 13.3 is a sample of the candidates’ poor responses to Question 5. 
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Extract 13.3 is a response from a candidate who used novels instead of 

plays. 

3.2.2 Question 6: How Poverty Causes Problems in Society 

This question instructed the candidates to justify the statement that most 

social problems are caused by poverty. They were required to support their  
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arguments with reference to two novels they had appreciated from the given 

list of novels. They were to give four points from each novel.  

The question was compulsory. It was attempted by 26,760 candidates 

(99.9%). Among them, 17,061 (63.8%) scored from 12.0 to 20.0 marks; 7,854 

(29.3%) scored from 7.0 to 11.5 marks; and 1,845 (6.9%) scored from 0.0 to 

6.5 marks. Analysis shows that their overall performance on this question was 

good because 93.1 per cent of the candidates who attempted this question 

received average or good scores. 

 

Figure 14: Candidates’ performance  on question 6 

 

The candidates with good performance on this question wrote the 

introductory parts of their essays well, maintaining the key terms poverty 

and social problems. They correctly considered poverty as a state or the 

failure for people to afford certain basic needs or to get standard quality 

needs. They addressed the term social problems as social hardships that 

affect people and make them act in an unusual or undesirable manner. 

These candidates justified the statement by showing how most social 

problems are caused by poverty in society using two novels of their choice.  

 

The candidates who made reference to A Man of the People by Chinua 

Achebe showed different ways in which social problems are caused by 

poverty. They addressed the contribution of poverty to social unrest, denial 

of people’s rights and conflicts.  
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The candidates who used The Beautyful Ones Are Not Yet Born by Ayi 

Kwei Armah as their reference provided different social problems which 

are caused by poverty. Such social problems include immorality, 

oppression and humiliation and conflicts.  

 

The candidates who used Divine Providence by S.N. Ndunguru as their 

reference provided different social problems which are caused by poverty. 

These include denial of children’s rights to education, family separation 

and prostitution. 

 

The candidates who used A Season of Waiting by David Omowale, 

explained how way various social problems are caused by poverty, 

including family abandonment, emigration and uncertainty about life. 

Extract 14.1 is a sample of the correct responses to the question.  
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Extract 14.1 is a response from a candidate who performed well on the 

question. He/she showed clearly how poverty causes social problems. 

  

The analysis also shows that some candidates had average scores. These 

candidates provided both correct and incorrect points since they had 

insufficient knowledge of the area they were tested on. For example, one 

candidate provided responses which showed how poverty causes social 

problems. However, in some points he/she irrelevantly provided causes of 

poverty such as favouritism, irresponsibility, misuse of resources and 

others. Extract 14.2 is illustrative. 
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Extract 14.2 is a response from a candidate who had average performance 

on the question as he/she mixed correct and incorrect responses. 

 

Conversely, other candidates scored low marks on this question as they 

failed to justify how poverty can cause social problems. These candidates 

showed different weaknesses. Some of them were not familiar with novels; 

hence, they responded to the question using plays.  

 

Additionally, other candidates failed to show how poverty brings about 

social problems. Instead, they concentrated on showing how social 

problems such as poor leadership, ignorance, corruption, and 

irresponsibility lead to other problems such as underdevelopment, poverty 

and human rights abuse. Yet other candidates showed how conflicts are 

caused by poverty instead of showing how different social problems are 

caused by poverty. Moreover, other candidates explained the causes of 
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poverty instead of how poverty leads to social problems. All these incorrect 

responses show that the candidates did not understand the requirements of 

the question. They also reflect a lack of competence in the area on which 

they were tested. Extract 14.3 is a sample response by a candidate who 

scored low marks on this question. 
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Extract 14.3 is a response from a candidate who performed poorly. He/she 

provided the causes of poverty instead of showing how poverty can cause 

social problems. 

 

3.2.3 Question 7: How Plays Advocate for Change in Society 

This question required the candidates to show how playwrights strive to 

support change in the society. The candidates were expected to refer to any 

two plays on the given list, giving four points from each. 

The question was optional, and it was attempted by 3,847 candidates 

(14.4%). Among them, 2,503 (9.2%) scored from 12.0 to 20.0 marks; 990 

(25.7%) scored from 7.0 to 11.5 marks and 354 (65.1%) scored from 0.0 to 

6.5 marks. Analysis shows that the candidates’ overall performance on the 

question was good because 90.8 per cent of those who attempted the 

question scored from average to good marks. Their performance is 

summarised in Figure 15. 

 



85 

 
Figure 15: Candidates’ performance on Question 7 

The candidates who scored high marks on this question demonstrated their 

competence in analyzing and interpreting plays. They correctly provided 

the overview of the question by showing issues which need to be changed 

for the betterment of the society. The candidates also cited two plays as 

their references to substantiate the statement. 

 

The candidates who used Betrayal in the City by Francis Imbuga managed 

to substantiate the statement that plays advocate for change in various 

issues in the societies where they are set. They showed clearly how 

freedom of expression among people in the society is one of the changes 

that plays advocate. In various societies, some people are not free to 

express their views in public because they are limited by those in power. 

They cited Jusper telling Mr Tumbo that, if he wanted to know why his 

books which put things in black and white were not published, he should 

ask Wole Soyinka who was sentenced to death because of challenging the 

government.  

 

The candidates also explained that changes must be done where funds are 

misused. They showed that some people in the society cannot get basic 

needs because people who are entrusted with power always strive to benefit 

themselves. They cited Kabito and Nicodemo suggesting to meet every day 

as a preparation committee for visiting the foreign head of state.  
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However, they are interested in allowances which are paid and not the 

success of the event.  

 

Moreover, the candidates stated that the play reveals social injustices as a 

way of advocating changes in the society. Some members of the society are 

mistreated by people in power. They cited Askari telling Jere that Moses 

was given two mature strokes to ease his tension because he had too many 

questions. Exposing such evils in prisons is one of the ways by which the 

play advocates changes by stopping injustice in prisons.  

 

Additionally, the candidates exhibited how the play calls for changes by 

showing the need to reduce the economic gap among members of the 

society. They cited Mr Tumbo telling Jusper that the problem is not money 

but how to use money.  

 

In Black Mamba by John Ruganda, the candidates showed how the play 

advocates for changes by exposing various bad practices in the society. The 

candidates wrote that changes should be enforced to improve the payment 

of workers. Some workers are paid too low to afford their daily needs. They 

cited Berewa who works at Professor Coarx as a house boy is paid 100 

Tanzanian shillings per month. Surprisingly, the same amount is paid to 

Namuddu who sleeps with Professor Coarx for just one night.  

 

In addition, the play exposes unfaithfulness among married people. In the 

society, some married partners are not faithful to each other. In the play 

Professor Coarx is unfaithful to his wife when he involves himself in extra-

marital affairs with other women including Namuddu. By exposing a social 

problem like this, the play advocates for changes that will lead to a better 

society. 

 

The candidates moreover pointed out that plays advocate for changes as 

they expose humiliation that happens to women. They cited Namuddu 

being forced by her husband, Berewa, to have sex with Professor Coarx for 

money. This is because Berewa is interested in money rather than caring for 

his wife’s dignity. 

 

The candidates who used I Will Marry When I Want by Ngugi wa 

Thiong’o and Ngugi wa Mirii as their reference showed how the play  
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advocates for changes through exposing malpractices in society. The 

candidates cited various malpractices such as the singers’ leader asking for 

money from Kiguunda despite the latter being very poor. Also, John 

Muhuuni impregnates Gathoni and finally jilts her, contrary to Gathoni’s 

expectations. Additionally, the candidates cited Njooki cautioning 

Gathoni’s parents to tell their daughter to cut off her relationship with John 

Muhuuni because he would never marry her due to their social class 

differences.  

The candidates who used An Enemy of the People by Henrik Ibsen 

highlighted how the play advocates for changes. They cited leaders such as 

Peter Stockmann who are accumulating money through taxation while their 

people are suffering from deadly diseases such as typhoid fever. They also 

addressed hypocrisy, citing Mr Billing and Mr Hovstad who do not practise 

what they preach. Extract 15.1 is a sample of the correct responses to the 

question. 
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Extract 15.1 is a response from the candidate who scored high marks on 

this question as he/she responded to the question correctly.  

In contrast to those with good performance on this question, other 

candidate got average scores on the question. These candidates provided 

correct responses but with unclear explanations. Yet others used 

inappropriate characters. This exhibits their inadequate knowledge about 

such plays. Extract 15.2 is a sample of such responses. 
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Extract 15.2 is a response from the candidate who scored average marks. 

He/she responded to the question with unclear explanations.  

 

On the contrary, some candidates’ performance on this question was weak. 

These candidates were not knowledgeable about the subject matter. They 

failed to show how the plays of their choice advocate for changes in 

society. They reflected weaknesses such as the following:  

First, they failed to use characters. Some candidates responded to this 

question without using characters. Hence, they failed to address the 

requirements of the question. For example, one candidate used Betrayal in 

the City by Francis Imbuga as his/her reference but did not use any 

character. This means that the candidate did not know that any reference to 

a literary work cannot be credible without using characters when narrating 

supportive events.  

Second, some candidates merely outlined the points without giving 

explanations. Likewise, others briefly explained events without showing 

how the plays supported changes in society, which was the core of the 

question.  
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Third, some candidates used I will Marry When I Want by Ngugi wa 

Thiong’o and Ngugi wa Mirii without being familiar with the characters 

used in the play. Consequently, they mixed characters with those who had 

been used in the novel His Excellency the Head of State by Danny Safo. 

These candidates used characters such as Prophet Moses Akaba, Colonel 

Musante, and Dr Akida instead of Dr Takida from His Excellency the 

Head of State and Kioi from I will Marry When I Want.  

Fourth, some candidates misinterpreted the question, ending up providing 

irrelevant responses to the question. For example, one candidate dealt with 

the use of techniques instead of showing how plays advocate for changes. 

He/she, therefore, used play techniques such as setting, dialogue, 

symbolism, dramatic irony, suspense and soliloquy, as exemplified in 

Extract 15.3.  
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Extract 15.3 is a response from a candidate who showed play presentation 

techniques instead of how plays advocate for changes. 

3.2.4 Question 8: Poetry and the Issues it Depicts 

The question required the candidates to show how poetry manifests itself 

through the issues it successfully brings to surface. It required them to use 

any four poems on the reading list. The candidates were to give four points 

from each poem. 

The question was compulsory. It was attempted by 26,760 candidates 

(99.9%). Among them, 24,579 (91.8%) scored from 12.0 to 20.0 marks; 

1,390 (5.2%) scored from 7.0 to 11.5 marks; and 791 (3.0%) scored from 
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0.0 to 6.5 marks. Analysis shows that the candidates’ overall performance 

on the question was good because 97.0 per cent passed at the average or 

good performance levels. Their performance on this question is summarised 

in Figure 16. 

 
Figure 16: Candidates’ performance on Question 8 

The candidates who had good performance on this question provided good 

introductions, relevant and clear arguments in the main body, and good 

conclusions. In the introductory part, they provided brief explanations 

maintaining the key terms issues and poetry appropriately. Issues refer to 

ideas which are portrayed in different poems. Poetry is a literary genre that 

uses special language which arouses feelings/emotions. They also identified 

the four poems that they would use to answer the question.  

The candidates used appropriate poems such as The Dying Child by 

Freeman Peter Lwamba, Building the Nation by Henry Barlow, Your 

Pain by Armando Guebuza, and If We Must Die by Claude McKay. They 

clearly showed how poetry uses poetic language and literary devices to 

portray society issues in a way that appeals to the feelings and emotions of 

the audience. The poetic devices the candidates presented include imagery, 

poetic rhythmic patterns, contrast, satirical and ironical expressions. Extract 

16.1 is a sample response from a candidate who scored high marks on the 

question. 
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Extract 16.1 is a response from a candidate who scored high marks on the 

question. He/she clearly showed how poetry is seen through issues. 

 
Other candidates scored averagely because of several weaknesses in their 

responses. Some of them outlined points without giving explanations as per 

the demand of the question. Besides, others merely discussed themes of the 

poems without linking such issues to the art of poetry, as shown in Extract 

16.2. 
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Extract 16.2 is a response from a candidate who explained the themes portrayed 

by poets without linking the issues presented with poetic devices. 

 

However, some candidates performed poorly on this question. They did not 

address the requirement of the question. Some of them explained the poetic 

devices used without linking them with the issues the poets bring to 

surface. Others showed how social problems can be caused by poverty 

instead of showing how poetry is clearly seen through the issues it depicts. 

Some candidates also used poems which are set for use in Ordinary Level 

to respond to the question. They used poems such as Live and not Die by 

Kundi Faraja. All these reflect their limited knowledge about poetry. 

Extract 16.3 is a sample answer which received low marks. 
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Extract 16.3 is a response from the candidate who scored low marks. He/she used 

poems which were not on the list and used figures of speech instead of issues. 

 

4.0 ANALYSIS OF THE CANDIDATES’ PERFORMANCE PER TOPIC 

A total of 6 topics were included in the English Language examination. Four 

topics were in 122/1 English Language1 and two topics were in 122/2 

English Language 2. The analysis of the candidates’ performance on each 

topic in 122/1 English Language paper 1 shows that the topic Interpretation 

and Translation ranked first with 86.8 per cent of the candidates scoring an 

average of 43.4 per cent. The second topic was Language Skills (72.63%). 

This was followed by Introduction to Language on which they had the 

average performance of 72.6 per cent. The topic Word Formation ranked 

fourth with the performance of 61.95 per cent. 

The analysis of the candidates’ performance in 122/2 English Language 2 

indicates that the topic Appreciating Literary Works ranked first, on which 

they had the average performance of 91.25 per cent. This was followed by 

Writing - Literary Stylistics on which they had the average performance of 

41.95 per cent. The appendix summarises the candidates’ performance in 
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both 122/1 English Language 1 and 122/2 English Language 2 per topic for 

the year 2022. 

 

5.0 CONCLUSION 

The general performance in the subject was good because 26,643 candidates 

(99.94 %) out of the 26,763 candidates who sat for the examination passed. 

This performance stemmed from the candidates’ sufficient knowledge of the 

contents covered in the topics. They also addressed the requirements of the 

questions. Their good command of the English language enabled them to 

elaborate their points clearly. The candidates who performed well were good 

at communication and writing skills. 

In 122/1 English Language 1, the candidates scored the highest marks on 

Question 6, from the topic Language Skills, with the average performance of 

49.75 per cent. The lowest performance in this paper involved Question 3, 

from the same topic Language Skills, with the average performance of 10.8 

per cent. The factors for the failure included inadequate knowledge about 

the subject matter, specifically, the concept of stress and how stress 

functions in a sentence. The other factor was the candidates’ failure to 

understand the demand of the question. Accordingly, the candidates 

responded wrongly. 

Analysis shows that the highest performance in 122/2 English Language 2 

was on Question 5 from the topic Appreciating Literary Works, with the 

average performance of 49.45 per cent. The least performed question was 

Question 1 from the topic Writing – Literary Stylistics with the average 

performance of 20.5 per cent. The factors for the failure included the 

candidates’ inadequate knowledge about the features of creative and factual 

writing and the candidates’ failure to grasp the demand of the question. 
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6.0 RECOMMENDATIONS  

In order to improve the performance of prospective candidates, this report 

recommends the following: 

(i) Students with their teachers should spend their extra time in revising 

the topic of Language Skills especially Speaking (Pronunciation, stress 

and intonation). The topic generated the least performed question. 

According to the performance analysis, the candidates’ little 

knowledge of the subject matter (stress) and failure to understand the 

demand of the question accounted for the poor performance. 

(ii) Teachers should guide their students through responding to past 

examination questions. The practice will equip the students with the 

necessary skills to identify the demands of the questions in their 

examinations. 

(iii) Students should be encouraged to read widely to improve their 

vocabulary and grammar. This will eventually enable them to do well 

in translation, spell words correctly and construct grammatically 

correct sentences in both spoken and written English. 

(iv) In Paper 2, the candidates should be encouraged to read widely and 

systematically the recommended novels, short stories, plays and poems 

to gain a thorough understanding of both content and form for easy 

analysis and evaluation of the books read. This will help them to 

understand and remember the names of the characters and what they 

do in the respective works of art. It will also help them to improve 

their analytical skills. 
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7.0 Appendix A: The Candidates’ Performance on Each Topic in 2022 

ACSEE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Appendix B: Comparison of the Candidates’ Performance in English ACSEE 

between 2021 and 2022 by Topic 

 

 

S/N Topic 

Performance Per Question 

Number 

of 

Questions 

Percentage of 

Candidates who 

got 35% and 

Above 

Remarks 

1.  Appreciating 

Literary Works 
6 91.25 Good 

2.  Interpretation and 

Translation 
1 86.8 Good 

3.  Language Skills 4 72.63 Good 

4.  Introduction to 

Language 
2 72.6 Good 

5.  Word Formation 1 61.1 Good 

6.  Writing – Literary 

Stylistics 
2  41.95 

Average 

S/N Topics 
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1.  
Appreciating 

Literary Works 
6 91.25 

Good 
5 76.1 Good 

2.  
Interpretation and 

Translation 
1 86.8 Good 1 84.1 Good 

3.  Language Skills 4 72.63 Good 4        80.6 Good 

4.  
Introduction to 

Language 
2 72.6 Good 2 90.3 Good 

5.  Word Formation 1 61.1 Good 1 72.8 Good 

6.  
Writing – 

Literary Stylistics 
2 41.95 Average 3 65.4 Good 




