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FOREWORD 

The National Examinations Council of Tanzania(NECTA) is pleased to issue the 
Candidates’ Item Response Analysis (CIRA)  report for Advanced Certificate of 
Secondary Education Examination (ACSEE) 2022 in the Economics subject. The 
analysis has been prepared to provide feedback to educational stakeholders. 

The Advanced Certificate of Secondary Education Examination (ACSEE) marks 
the end of the two years of Advanced Secondary Education. It is a summative 
evaluation which shows among other things, the effectiveness of education system 
in general and the education delivery system in particular. Essentially, the 
candidates’ responses to the examination report is a strong indicator of what the 
education system was or was not able to offer to the candidates in their two years 
of Advanced Secondary Education. 

The analysis presented in this report seeks to contribute towards the understanding 
of possible reasons for the candidates’ performance in each question. The general 
performance of the candidates in Economics was good as 99.73 per cent of the 
candidates passed the examination. Moreover, out of the 16 tested topics 12 had 
good performance, 3 topics were performed averagely while the performance of 1 
topic was weak. The report highlights some of the factors that made the candidates 
to score high marks. Such factors include the candidates’ ability to adhere to the 
demands of the questions, identify the tasks of the questions, ability to express 
themselves in the English language and knowledge of the concepts related to the 
subject. 

Furthermore, the analysis highlights the challenges faced by a few candidates who 
scored low marks in some questions. Such challenges include the candidates’ 
failure to adhere to the demands of the questions, failure to identify the tasks of the 
questions and lack of knowledge about the concepts related to the subject.  

The feedback provided will enable the educational administrators, school 
managers, teachers, and students to identify proper measures to improve the 
candidates’ performance in the future examinations administered by the Council. 

Finally, the Council would like to appreciate the examinations officers, examiners 
and those who participated in the data used in processing, analysing, and preparing 
this report. 

 
Athumani S. Amasi  

. EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

This report presents the performance of the candidates who sat for the 

Advanced Certificate of Secondary Education Examination in May 2022 in 

Economics subject. It shows how the candidates performed in each question. 

 

The examination tested the candidates’ competences as per the requirements 

of the 2009 syllabus. The examination comprised of two papers: 151/1 

Economics 1 (Economic Theory) and 151/2 Economics 2 (Economic 

Development). Each paper consisted of 8 questions which were distributed 

into Sections A, B, and C. In each paper, the candidates were required to 

answer a total of 6 questions. 2 questions in Section A and 2 questions from 

each of the sections B and C. In Section A each question carried 10 marks, 

while in Sections B and C, each question carried 20 marks. 

 

A total of 11,652 candidates sat for the ACSEE Economics paper. Among 

them, 11,574 (99.73%) candidates passed this examination while 31 (0.27%) 

candidates failed. Generally, the candidates’ performance in 2022 has 

increased by 0.46% compared to the 2021 performance, where 10,515 

candidates sat for the examination in which 10,402 (99.27 %) candidates 

passed and 77 (0.73 %) failed.  

 

This report analyses the candidates’ performance in each question by giving 

an overview of what the candidates were required to do, how they responded 

to the questions, and the reasons behind their good or poor performance. The 

candidates’ performance in each question was considered weak if their scores 

ranged from 0 to 34 per cent, average if the scores ranged from 35 to 59 per 

cent and good if the scores ranged from 60 to 100 per cent.  

 

Special colours are used to categorize the performance, whereby green stands 

for good, yellow for average, and red for weak performance as seen in figures 

and the Appendix. Some extracts showing the candidates responses are 

included to provide a general overview of how the candidates responded in 

accordance with the demands of each question. 
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2.0 ANALYSIS OF THE CANDIDATES’ PERFORMANCE IN EACH 

QUESTION 

2.1  PAPER 1: 151/1 ECONOMIC THEORY 

2.1.1 Question 1: Population 

This was a short answer question in which the candidates were required to 

explain the following economic concepts. (i) Dependence ratio (ii) An ageing 

population (iii) Optimum population (iv) Under population and (v) Over 

population.  

The question was attempted by all 11,652 (100%) the candidates, among 

them 361 (3.1%) scored from 0 to 3 marks, 829 (7.1%) scored from 3.5 to 

5.5 marks, and 10,462 (89.8%) scored from 6 to 10 out of the 10 allotted 

marks. Generally, the performance of the candidates in this question was 

good since 96.9 per cent scored from 3.5 to 10 marks. Figure 1 shows the 

distribution of the candidates’ scores. 

 

 
Figure 1: Candidates’ Performance in Question 1 

 

A total of 10,462 (89.8%) candidates who performed well in this question 

precisely explained the economic concepts in part (i), (ii), (iii), (iv) and (v). 

In part (i), the candidates explained dependence ratio as the ratio of aged 

population (65 and above years) plus young aged (0-15) years to a working 

population i.e;  
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Dependence ratio=  

Other candidates explained that, dependence ratio is a measure of the number 

of dependants aged 0-14 and 65 and above compared to total population aged 

15 to 64. 

However, the candidates’ scores in part (i) varied because some of them did 

not exhaust the explanations on the concepts as required.  

In part (ii), the candidates who performed well explained an ageing 

population as the situation where the number of the old people is higher than 

the other age group. Other candidates explained an ageing population as a 

structure of population that consists of larger number of old people above 64 

years in a population.  

In part (iii), the candidates who performed well explained that,  

optimum population occurs when the available labour combines with 

other factors of production to yield the maximum output, optimum 

population is a population on a given geographical area which directly 

corresponds to the natural resources available to sustain the whole 

population.  Also the candidates explained that, optimum population is the 

situation in which resources available are equal to the number of people 

in the population.  

In part (iv), of this questions some candidates who performed well explained 

that, ‘underpopulation occurs when an area falls short of optimum 

population, as a kind of population where by the number of people are low 

compared to the amount of resources that are available’. This means that 

resources are underutilized with the people available. Other candidates 

explained under population as a situation where by the population is low 

compared to the availability of natural resources in the country.  

In part (v), the candidates who performed well explained overpopulation as a 

situation where by the number of people in the country exceeds the available 

natural resources such as land, also it is when there is large number of people 

in a given geographical area compared to the available resources. Other 

candidates explained that, overpopulation happens when the resources 
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available are less than the existing population. A sample of the good 

responses in parts (i), (ii), (iii) (iv) and (v) is shown in Extract 1.1.  
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Extract 1.1: A sample of the good responses to Question 1 
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In extract 1.1, the candidate was able to explain the economic concepts. 

However, the 829 (7.1%) candidates with average performance did not 

explain all the required concepts. Most of these candidates had a better 

understanding of the question as they correctly explained some of the 

concepts. For example; one of the candidates managed to explain the 

concepts of optimum population and under population but the concepts of 

ageing population and overpopulation were insufficiently explained. 

 

On the other hand, 361 (3.1%) candidates who attempted this question 

failed to explain the given concepts due to poor mastery of the subject 

matter and poor command of the English language. For example, one of the 

candidates wrongly explained the meaning of ageing population as; an 

ageing population refers to the number of people who have high number of 

years old from 45 years up to 90. This response indicates that the candidate 

had insufficient knowledge of the concepts. A sample of the poor responses 

is shown in Extract 1.2. 
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Extract 1.2: A sample of the poor responses to Question 1 

In extract 1.2 the candidate failed to explain the five concepts by using proper 

English language. 

2.1.2 Question 2: Subject Matter of Economics 

In this question, the candidates were required to explain the importance of 

opportunity cost by giving five points. 

The question was attempted by 11,641 (99.9%) candidates; among them, 

2,398 (20.6%) scored from 0 to 3 marks, 3,194 (27.4%) scored from 3.5 to 

5.5 marks, and 6,049 (52%) scored from 6 to 10 out of the 10 allotted marks. 

Generally, the candidates' performance in this question was good since 79.4 

per cent of the candidates scored 3.5 and above marks. Figure 2 shows the 

distribution of the candidates’ scores. 
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Figure 2: Candidates’ Performance in Question 2 

A total of 6,049 (52%) candidates with good performance understood the 

requirements of the question, hence managed to explain the importance of 

opportunity cost which indicate that, they had sufficient knowledge on the 

particular sub topic. Also they managed to support their points with vivid 

examples. One of the candidates managed to explain the importance of 

opportunity cost such as; used by the government in planning process, 

helps producers and consumers to make choice on what to produce and 

what to consume and it is useful in international trade on products for 

importation and exportation. Other candidates explained that the 

government uses opportunity cost in determining tax incidence; in 

determining the burden of taxes on the purchasing power of tax payer. A 

sample of the good responses is shown in Extract 2.1. 
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Extract 2.1: A sample of the good responses to Question 2 

However, 3,194 (27.4%) candidates with average score explained a few 

points. For example, out of the five points a candidate explained partially 

only three points. Some of the candidates correctly provided relevant 

explanations to some points on the importance of opportunity cost while 

others failed due to inadequate knowledge.  
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On the other hand, the 2,398 (20.6%) candidates who performed poorly in 

this question failed to explain the importance of opportunity cost to meet 

the requirement of the question. For example, one of the candidates 

provided the points like; it helps to maximize profit also helps to reduce 

market failures with wrong explanations. This indicates that, the candidates 

not only had insufficient knowledge about the opportunity cost, but also 

failed to integrate the theories and practical application of opportunity cost 

into the economy. A sample of the candidates’ poor responses is shown in 

Extract 2.2. 

 

Extract 2.2: A sample of the poor responses to Question 2 

The extract shows that the candidate failed to explain the importance of 

opportunity cost. 
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2.1.3 Question 3: Theory of the firm 

This question had two parts (a) and (b). In part (a), the candidates were 

required to explain why the monopolist cannot charge any price in the market 

by giving five points. In part (b), demand and cost functions for mobile 

phone were given, whereby the candidates were required to (i) Find profit 

maximizing output level (ii) Price of mobile phones and (iii) Maximum 

profit.  

 

The question was attempted by 7,065 (60.6%) candidates; among them 2,313 

(32.7%) scored from 0 to 6.5 marks, 3,314 (46.9%) scored from 7 to 11.5 

marks and 1,438 (20.4%) scored from 12 to 20 out of the 20 allotted marks. 

Generally, the performance of the candidates in this question was good since 

67.3 per cent of the candidates scored 7 and above marks. Figure 3 shows the 

distribution of the candidates’ scores in Question 3. 

 

 

 

Figure 3: Candidates’ Performance in Question 3 
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The analysis shows that, 1,438 (20.4%) the candidates who performed well 

in this question were able to explain the reasons as to why monopolists 

cannot charge any price in the market in part (a). Some candidates 

explained the reasons like; He/she cannot charge the price below the 

marginal cost since the aim is to maximize profit, almost all commodities 

have substitutes of some kind, if the price is too high consumers would shift 

to substitutes even when they are not close substitute. Other candidates 

provided the reasons that private firms which are monopolies are usually 

controlled by the law which limits them from earning extremely high profit. 

Also they were equipped with mathematical skills since they managed to 

apply a correct formula to compute profit maximizing output level, price of 

mobile phones and maximum profit in part (b) (i), (ii) and (iii) respectively. 

A sample of the good responses is shown in Extract 3.1. 
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Extract 3.1: A sample of the good responses to Question 3 

However, 3,314 (46.9%) candidates with average marks provided some 

correct responses. For example, in part (a), most of the candidates provided 

insufficient, and less supported points per the requirements of the question. 

However, they managed to provide two to three reasons why the 

monopolists cannot charge any price in the market. In part (b), some of the 

candidates were good in calculation of profit maximizing output level but 

were unable to calculate the price of mobile phones in sub part (ii) and 

maximum profit in sub part (iii).  This indicates that the candidates had 

insufficient knowledge about the Theory of the Firm. 

A total of 2,313 (32.7%) candidates who performed poorly in this question 

misconceived the question.  Some of the candidates explained the features 

of perfect competition like; price is determined by the forces of demand 

and supply and there is no transport cost in part (a) instead of providing the 

reasons why a monopolist cannot charge any price in the market. While 

others provided the points such as; existence of many firms in the market, 

existence of the single buyers and sellers and one candidate provided the 

point that monopolist market is an imaginary market and does not exist in 

the real world of which all of the points were wrong. Also, the candidates 

in this category had poor mathematical skills, since they failed to proceed 

mathematically in part (b) hence failed. A sample of the poor responses is 

shown in Extract 3.2. 
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Extract 3.2: A sample of the poor responses to Question 3 

The extract shows response from the candidate who could not explain the 

reasons why monopolist cannot charge any price in the market in part (a).  

He/she also failed to correctly calculate the profit maximizing output level, 

price of mobile phones, and maximum profit in part (b). 



16 
 

2.1.4 Question 4: Theory of Demand and Supply 

This question had parts (a) and (b). In part (a), the candidates were required 

to give the meaning of cross elasticity of demand, explain how it is calculated 

and interpreted. In part (b), the candidates were required to explain why the 

demand curve slopes downwards from left to right by giving four points. 

The question was attempted by 10,957 (94.0%) of the candidates. Among 

them, 3,106 (28.3%) scored from 0 to 6.5 marks, 3,588 (32.7%) scored from 

7 to 11.5 marks, and 4,263 (38.9%) scored from 12 to 20 out of the 20 

allotted marks. Generally, the performance of the candidates in this question 

was good, since 71.7 per cent scored 7 marks and above. Figure 4 shows the 

distribution of the candidates’ scores. 

 

Figure 4: Candidates' Performance in Question 4 

The analysis shows that, 4,263 (38.9%) candidates who performed well in 

this question addressed the demands of the question by precisely explaining 

cross elasticity of demand, providing correct formula since they were 

competent in application of mathematical skill on how to calculate and 

interpret the results. Some candidates provided a correct formula for cross 

elasticity of demand such as; cross elasticity of commodity X in respect to 

another commodity Y is calculated as:  
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.  

Also, they managed to explain how the results obtained can be interpreted. 

Most of the candidates were well acquainted with the concept of cross 

elasticity of demand and interpretations of the economic information from 

the calculations. Most of the candidates in this category interpreted the 

results of cross elasticity of demand such as; when it is positive value it 

indicates that the commodities X and Y are substitute for example, pepsi 

and coca cola, when it is negative, commodities are complements for 

example, car and petrol and when it is zero, the two commodities are not 

related at all. Other candidates provided interpretation of the result for 

commodity with positive value that, when the price of X increases 

consumers reduce the consumption of commodity X since the two 

commodities X and Y compete in the market and they offer the same 

utility. He/she provided examples that, the commodities which exhibit this 

characteristic are like pepsi and cocacola. Also, most of the candidates 

applied relevant mathematical formulae in calculating and applying the 

results. They demonstrated sufficient knowledge of the practical 

application of the theories of demand and supply.  

In part (b), the candidates applied their relevant knowledge on the theories 

of demand to give reasons for demand curve to slope downwards from left 

to right. For example, some candidates provided the reasons that, it slopes 

downwards due to; the law of diminishing marginal utility, income effect 

and substitution effect. While other candidates provided the reasons that it 

is due to; different uses of a commodity and new consumer price effect. A 

sample of the good responses is shown in Extract 4.1. 
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Extract 4.1: A sample of the good responses to Question 4 

On the other hand, the 3,588 (32.7%) candidates with moderate 

performance were able to answer only one part of the question. In part (a), 

some candidates provided correct formula to calculate Cross elasticity of 

commodity X in respect to another commodity Y but failed to explain how 

the results is interpreted. In part (b), some candidates managed to provide 
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the correct diagram of demand curve but provided less points on why 

demand curve slopes downward from left to right. 

On the other hand, 3,106 (28.3%) candidates who performed poorly failed 

to show how cross elasticity of demand is calculated and interpreted in part 

(a) due to the misconceptions of the demand of the question. Some 

candidates used the price elasticity of demand concept instead of the cross 

elasticity of demand. Also, they failed to explain the reasons why demand 

curve slopes downwards from left to right in part (b). For example, one 

candidate explained the reasons such as; decrease in population, future 

expectations and economic depression. A sample of the poor responses is 

shown in Extract 4.2. 
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Extract 4.2: A sample of the poor responses to Question 4 

Extract 4.2 shows that the candidate misconceived the question by using 

price elasticity of demand instead of cross elasticity of demand to show how 

cross elasticity of demand is calculated and interpreted in part (a).  

2.1.5 Question 5: Production  

This question had two parts, (a) and (b). In part (a) the candidates were 

required to use illustration to show the stages of the law of diminishing 

marginal returns. While in part (b), they were required to explain five 

limitations of the law of diminishing marginal returns. 

The question was attempted by 5,225 (44.8%) of the candidates. Among 

them, 2,366 (45.3%) scored from 0 to 6.5 marks, 1,833 (35.1%) scored from 

7 to 11.5 marks, and 1,026 (19.6%) scored from 12 to 20 out of the 20 

allotted marks. Generally, the performance of candidates in this question was 

average, since 54.7 per cent scored 7 and above marks. Figure 5 shows the 

distribution of the candidates’ scores. 



23 
 

 

Figure 5: Candidates' Performance in Question 5 

The analysis shows that, the 1,026 (19.6) candidates who performed well in 

this question were familiar with the stages of production in relation to the 

law of diminishing marginal returns. These candidates provided clear 

illustrations in part (a). In part (b), they managed to provide correct 

limitations of the law of diminishing marginal returns which indicate their 

competence in that sub topic.  For instance, one of the candidates explained 

the limitation of the law of diminishing returns as; change in technology, 

soil rigidity and long run condition. Other candidates explained the 

limitation like; the law is restricted to the land only while in reality can be 

applied to other factors of production when they are fixed in supply, the 

theory does not consider other factors of production and unit of variable 

inputs are never homogeneous. A sample of the good responses is shown in 

Extract 5.1. 
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Extract 5.1: A sample of the good responses to Question 5 

However, 1,833 (35.1%) candidates with average scores were able to 

attempt only one part of the question and completely failed to answer the 

second part of the question i.e. most of them failed to draw and indicate the 

stages in part (a) but managed to explain the limitations of the law of 

diminishing marginal returns in part (b). For example, one of the candidates 

explained the limitations such as; constant technology, the law cannot be 

applied when technology is dynamic and short run condition.  

On the other hands, the 2,366 (45.3%) candidates with poor performance 

failed to understand the demands of the question which could be attributed 

by inadequate knowledge in that sub topic. Some of the candidates 

explained the factors affecting demand and supply such as; government 

policy, taste and preference and expectations. While other candidates 

explained the points like; ignorance of consumers and advertisement 

instead of the limitations of the law of diminishing marginal returns. Also, 
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they included irrelevant diagram to show the stages and limitations of the 

law of diminishing marginal returns in part (a) and (b) respectively. A 

sample of the poor responses is shown in Extract 5.2. 
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Extract 5.2: A sample of the poor responses to Question 5 

The extract shows a response from the candidate who provided a diagram 

related to returns to scale instead of the law of diminishing marginal 

returns in part (a). He/she also failed to explain the limitations of the law 

of diminishing marginal returns in part (b). 
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2.1.6 Question 6: Theory of Money 

 In this question, the candidates were required to examine six circumstances 

under which increase in money supply in the economy does not lead into the 

increase in the general price level. 

The question was attempted by 7,192 (61.7%) of the candidates, out of which 

1,146 (15.9%) scored from 0 to 6.5 marks, 1,476 (20.6%) scored from 7 to 

11.5 marks, and 4,570 (63.5%) scored from 12 to 20 out of the 20 allotted 

marks. Generally, the performance of the candidates in this question was 

good since 84.1 per cent of them scored 7 and above marks. Figure 6 shows 

the distribution of the candidates’ scores. 

 

Figure 6: Candidates' Performance in Question 6 

A total of 4,570 (63.5%) candidates who performed well in this question 

were able to examine the circumstances under which increase in money 

supply in the economy does not lead into increase in the general price level. 

For example, one of the candidates managed to explain the circumstances 

under which increase in money supply cannot increase the general price 

level such as; increase in liquidity preference, strict price control by the 

government, increase in taxation and use of increased money for 

importation. Other candidates explained the circumstances like; fall in cost 

of production, when commodities increase more than the increase in money 
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supply and increase in the velocity of money. These responses suggest that, 

the candidates were competent in the circumstances under which increase 

in money supply in the economy does not lead into increase in the general 

price level. A sample of the good responses is shown in Extract 6.1. 

 

Extract 6:1: A sample of the good responses to Question 6 

On the other hand, the 1,476 (20.6%) candidates with average scores 

provided a few points than required number. Out of the six required points, 

they provided only 1, 2 or 3 points. Some candidates in this category 

explained the circumstances such as; increase in the velocity of money, fall 

in cost of production and price control by the government with 
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explanations. Other candidates identified the circumstances but their 

explanations of the circumstances lacked clarity. 

However, 1,146 (15.9%) candidates with poor performance in this question 

failed to understand the demands of the question. They also lacked 

sufficient knowledge on the subject matter, since they were unable to 

examine the circumstances under which increase in money supply in the 

economy may not lead to increase in the general price level. One of the 

candidates provided the points like; increase in foreign investment and 

increase in government borrowing which were incorrect. Other candidates 

provided the incorrect points like; increase in government expenditure, 

construction of big projects and when the government gets gifts and grants 

from the donor countries. Their responses signalled poor understanding of 

the circumstances under which increase in money supply in the economy 

does not lead into increase in the general price level. A sample of the poor 

responses is shown in Extract 6.2. 
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Extract 6.2: A sample of an incorrect responses to Question 6  

The extract shows the response from the candidate who failed to examine 

the circumstances under which increase in money supply in the economy 

does not lead into increase in the general price level. He/she instead 

provided the ways of increasing money supply in the economy. 

2.1.7 Question 7: Privatization  

In this question, the candidates were required to substantiate the contention 

that “Privatization is vital in improving the Tanzanian economy”. 

The question was attempted by 10,794 (92.6%) of the candidates, out of 

which 85 (0.8%) scored from 0 to 6.5 marks, 1,345 (12.4%) scored from 7 to 

11.5 marks, and 9,364 (86.8%) scored from 12 to 20 out of the 20 allotted 

marks. Generally, the performance of candidates in this question was good 

since 99.2 per cent scored 7 and above marks. Figure 7 shows the distribution 

of the candidates’ scores. 

  

Figure 7: Candidates’ Performance in Question 7 
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A total of 9,364 (86.8%) candidates who scored from 12 to 20 marks 

addressed the demand of the question. The candidates provided five 

advantages and five disadvantages of privatization policy in Tanzania. The 

candidates who performed well in this question used appropriate English 

language, provided examples to support their points as well as logical flow of 

their arguments. Most of them provided the advantages of privatization as; 

increase in government revenue, helps to attract capital, helps to increase in 

national income and helps to increase employment in the country. Also, they 

provided the disadvantages of privatization such as; leads to emergency of 

monopolies, corruption, create the problem of unemployment and income 

gap in the economy. A sample of the good responses is shown in Extract 7.1. 
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Extract 7.1:  A sample of correct response to Question 7 

On the other hand, 1,345 (12.4%) candidates managed to provide a few 

points on advantages and disadvantages of privatization. These candidates 

understood the demands of the question but demonstrated partial 

knowledge about the advantages and disadvantages of privatisation policy 

in Tanzania.  For example, one candidate managed to provide two 

advantages and three disadvantages without supporting examples. 

However, 85 (0.8%) candidates who performed poorly did not meet the 

requirements of the question and failed to provide the required advantages 

and disadvantages of privatization. This is due to insufficient knowledge. 

For instance, one of the candidates substantiated the contention by giving 

advantages like; influence development of different sectors, and prevent the 

government to get total loss which are incorrect. A sample of the poor 

responses is shown in Extract 7.2. 
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Extract 7.2: A sample of an incorrect response to Question 7 

The extract shows the response from the candidate who provided wrong 

explanations on the advantages and disadvantages of privatization. 
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2.2.8 Question 8: Environmental Economics 

In this question, the candidates were required to give six causes of 

externalities in the economy to justify the statement that, “Interaction 

between economic system and development is one of the major reasons for 

the existence of externalities”.  

The question was attempted by 5,287 (45.4%) candidates. Among them, 

2,618 (49.5%) scored from 0 to 6.5 marks, 1,738 (32.9%) scored from 7 to 

11.5 marks, and 931 (17.6%) scored from 12 to 20 out of the 20 allocated 

marks. Generally, the performance of the candidates in this question was 

average since 50.5 per cent of them scored 7 marks and above. Figure 8 

shows the distribution of the candidates’ scores. 

 

Figure 8: Candidates' Performance in Question 8 

The analysis shows that the 931 (17.6%) candidates who performed well in 

this question addressed the demands of the question. They justified the 

causes of externalities based on the interaction between economic system 

and development as a major reason. For example, one of the candidates 

justified the causes of externalities as; ‘interdependence between producer 
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and consumers, market failure, presence of public goods and interaction 

between the economic activities and environment’. Other candidates 

provided the causes as; interdependence of production and consumption. A 

sample of the good responses is shown in Extract 8.1. 
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Extract 8.1: A sample of correct response to Question 8 

However, the 1,738 (32.9%) candidates who performed moderately in this 

question partially explained the required points. Most of the candidates 

provided two to three points with insufficient explanation. 

On the other hand, 931 (17.6%) candidates provided incorrect causes of 

externalities, suggesting that, they failed to understand the demands of the 

question. For example, some candidates provided ways of controlling 

externalities such as; subsidies and taxation for negative externalities and 

for positive externalities he/she provided; formulation of the law and 

provision of pollution permit. Other candidates grouped the externalities as 

positive and negative which is contrary to the demands of the question. A 

sample of the poor responses is shown in Extract 8.2. 
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Extract 8.2: A sample of an incorrect response to Question 8 

In extract 8.2, the candidate failed to justify the causes of externalities in 

the economy. Instead, he/she explained ways to reduce the negative 

externalities in the economy. 

2.2  PAPER 2:  ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

2.2.1:  Question 1: Economic Growth and Development 

In this question the candidates were required to explain five characteristics 

of economic growth in a country based on Rostow model of economic 

development. 

The question was attempted by 11,651 (100%) candidates. Among them, 

3,641 (31.3%) scored from 0 to 3 marks, 4,289 (36.8%) scored from 3.5 to 

5.5 marks, and 3,721 (31.9%) scored from 6 to 10 out of the 10 allocated 

marks. Generally, the performance of the candidates in this question was 
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good, since 68.7 per cent scored 3.5 marks and above. Figure 9 shows the 

distribution of the candidates’ scores. 

 

Figure 9: Candidates’ Performance in Question 1 

A total of 2,862 (31.9%) candidates who performed well in this question 

had sufficient knowledge of the concepts of economic growth and 

development. 

They correctly explained the characteristics of the economic growth in a 

country based on Rostow model of economic development. For example, 

some of the candidates explained precisely the characteristics such as; 

diversification of the industrial base, higher level of investment and 

improvement in production techniques. Other candidates provided the 

characteristics like; rapid development of the transportation infrastructure 

and improvement in technology. Their scores varied due to several factors; 

for example, the number of correct responses provided and the degree of 

accuracy of the candidates’ explanations. A sample of the good responses is 

shown in Extract 9.1. 
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Extract 9.1: A sample of correct responses to Question 1 
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However, 4,289 (36.8%) candidates with average scores explained a few 

points out of the five required points. For example, some candidates 

explained only three points. This indicates that, the candidates had 

insufficient knowledge on the sub topic. Other candidates in this group 

provided the five characteristics but backed them with partial explanation. 

On the other hand, 3,641 (31.3%) candidates with poor performance in this 

question failed to explain the characteristics of Rostow model of economic 

growth. Most of the candidates in this category were unable to meet the 

demands of the question. Some misinterpreted the question and others 

lacked competence in the subject matter which was exposed by irrelevant 

explanations of the characteristics of Rostow model of economic growth. 

For example, one candidate explained the characteristics of Rostow model 

of economic growth incorrectly as; it occurs more rapidly, it does not take 

account in technology and it occurs in a short period of time. A sample of 

the poor responses is shown in Extract 9.2. 
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Extract 9.2: A sample of an incorrect response to Question 1 

In this extract, the candidate wrongly explained the characteristics of 

Rostow model of economic growth. 
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2.2.2: Question 2. Public Finance  

In this question the candidates were required to briefly elaborate the five 

main components of direct taxes. 

The question was attempted by 11,649 (99.9%) candidates. Among them, 

6,499 (55.8%) scored from 0 to 3 marks, 2,288 (19.6%) scored from 3.5 to 

5.5 marks, and 2,862 (24.6%) scored from 6 to 10 out of the 10 allotted 

marks. Generally, the performance of the candidates in this question was 

average, as 44.2 per cent of the candidates scored 3.5 and above marks. 

Figure 10 shows the distribution of the candidates’ scores. 

 

Figure 10: Candidates’ Performance in Question 2 

A total of 2,862 (24.6%) candidates who scored from 6 to 10 marks 

managed to elaborate the main components of direct taxes. They understood 

the demands of the question and had a good mastery of the subject matter. 

Most of the candidates in this group arranged their answers in essay form 

starting with the introduction, the main body, and conclusion. They 

managed to elaborate the five main components of direct taxes. For 

example, some of the candidates elaborated the components such as; 

individual taxes, presumptive taxes and capital gain tax. Other candidates 

elaborated the components like; withholding taxes, estate duty and 

corporation tax. A sample of the good responses is shown in Extract 10.1. 
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Extract 10.1: A sample of correct response to Question 2 

Moreover, the 2,288 (16.6%) candidates with average scores mentioned 

some of the components of direct taxes but provided partial elaborations. 

For example, out of the five components, the candidates elaborated one or 

two components without support of vivid examples. Some of the candidates 

in this group repeated the same point with different explanations. Also, 
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some of the candidates did not organise their answers in essay form starting 

with the introduction, the main body, and the conclusion which claimed 

their marks off. 

However, 2,862 (24.6%) candidates with poor performance failed to 

interpret the demands of the question. They misconceived the question and 

elaborated the features and canons of taxation instead of the components of 

direct taxes. This was due to failure to understand the demand of the 

question and lack of competence in a sub topic. For example, one of the 

candidates incorrectly elaborated the canons of taxation such as; it is 

specific, certainty, simplicity, equality and convenience instead of the 

components of direct taxes. Other candidates provided the features such as; 

it is compulsory payment, it is economical, it is collected by the government 

officials, it is convenient means and it is difficult for individual to avoid 

instead of the components of the direct taxes. A sample of the poor 

responses is shown in Extract 10.2. 

 

Extract 10.2:  A sample of an incorrect response to Question 2 
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In extract 10.2, the candidate provided sources of government revenue 

through direct taxes instead of the components of direct taxes. 

  

2.2.3: Question 3: National Income 

The question had three parts (a), (b), and (c). The candidates were required 

to study carefully the data in the table provided then answer the questions 

that follow. In part (a), the candidates were required to convert the data into 

cumulative percentage and draw Lorenz curves for 2000 and 2010. In part 

(b), they were required to interpret the information revealed by the curves. 

While in part (c), they were required to suggest five measures which are 

adopted to reduce income inequality in the economy. 

The question was attempted by 10,312 (88.5%) candidates. Among them, 

1,232 (12.0%) scored from 0 to 6.5 marks, 3,756 (36.4%) scored from 7 to 

11.5 marks, and 5,324 (51.6%) scored from 12 to 20 out of the 20 allotted 

marks. Generally, the performance of the candidates in this question was 

good, as 88.1 per cent scored 7 marks and above. Figure 11 shows the 

distribution of the candidates’ scores. 

 

Figure 11: Candidates’ Performance in Question 3 
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A total of 1,232 (11.9%) candidates performed well in this question. They 

understood the requirements of the question due to their sufficient 

knowledge about national income. These candidates had good mastery of 

the subject matter. Most of them had sufficient mathematical knowledge 

and drawing skills. They correctly converted the data into cumulative 

percentage and managed to draw the Lorenz curve for 2000 and 2010 in 

part (a) and interpreted the information revealed by the curve in part (b). In 

part (c), most of the candidates in this category suggested the five measures 

to be adopted to reduce income inequality in the economy such as: ‘to 

employ progressive taxation system, provision of subsidies to farmers, use 

of price discrimination and increase investment in favour of the rural areas 

to reduce regional imbalances in development’. The variation of marks 

among the candidates was a result of the individuals’ ability, accuracy, and 

mathematical skills to calculate, interpret and provide the necessary details 

in responding to the question. A sample of the good responses is shown in 

Extract 11.1. 

 



51 
 

 



52 
 

 

Extract 11.1: A sample of the good responses to Question 3 

The extract shows a response from the candidate who managed to suggest 

the measures like; education reforms, provision of employment, 

improvement of infrastructure and progressive income tax to reduce income 

inequality in the economy. 

A total number of 3,756 (36.4%) candidates with moderate scores were able 

to attempt only part (c) of the question but completely failed to attempt part 

(a) and (b). Most of them gave a sufficient number of points in part (c). 

However, some of the candidates suggested less than the five measures to be 
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adopted to reduce income inequality in the economy. The weakness 

observed led the candidates to score low marks. 

On the other hand, 5,324 (51.6%) candidates who performed poorly were 

unable to apply mathematical and drawing skills to draw and interpret the 

Lorenz curves. As a result, they failed to suggest measures which can be 

used to reduce income inequalities. For example, one candidate provided 

wrong response to reducing income inequality such as; promotion of export, 

to control imports, to control population and adoption of the devaluation 

policy. Other candidates suggested incorrect measures like; combating 

corruption, use of monetary policy, privatization and employment 

opportunities. A sample of the poor response is shown in Extract 11.2. 
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Extract 11.2: A sample of the poor responses to Question 3 

 

The extract shows a response from the candidate who failed not only to 

convert the data in cumulative percentage but also failed to draw Lorenz 

curve and interpretations in part (a). In part (b), he/she failed to suggest 

measures to income inequality correctly. 
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2.2.4: Question 4: International Trade 

The question had two parts (a) and (b). In part (a), the candidates were 

required to state theory of (i) absolute advantage and (ii) Cost comparative 

advantage. In part (b), a table of countries producing maize and rice was 

given (i) candidates were required to give the reasons which country has 

cost comparative advantages in production of maize and (ii) which country 

has cost comparative disadvantages in production of rice and (iii) candidates 

were required to briefly elaborate in six points the significance of the cost 

comparative advantage in the economic development of the countries in 

trade. 

The question was attempted by 10,899 (93.5%) candidates; among them, 

2,354 (21.6%) scored from 0 to 6.5 marks, 5,632 (51.7%) scored from 7 to 

11.5 marks, and 2,913 (26.7%) scored from 12 to 20 out of the 20 allotted 

marks. Generally, the performance of the candidates was good, since 78.4 

per cent scored 7 and above marks.  Figure 12 shows the distribution of the 

candidates’ scores. 

 

Figure 12: Candidates’ Performance in Question 4 
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A total of 2,913 (26.7%) candidates performed well in this question. The 

candidates were familiar with the theories of absolute and comparative 

advantages in part (a). They were able to state the theories of absolute and 

comparative advantages.  In part (b), they managed to use a table to explain 

which country has comparative advantages in production of maize in (b) 

sub part (i), and which country has comparative disadvantages in rice 

production in sub part (ii). Also, in sub part (iii), the candidates explained 

well the six points on the significance of the cost comparative advantage in 

the economic development of the countries in trade. For example, in part 

(a), (i) and (ii), some of the candidates managed to state the theories as 

required. Others in part (b) (i) and (ii) managed to calculate the cost 

comparative advantage in the production of maize and cost comparative 

disadvantage in the production of rice by giving reasons. Similarly, in part 

(iii) the candidates managed to elaborate the significance of the cost 

comparative advantage in the economic development of the country in 

trade. For example, one candidate elaborated the significance of the cost 

comparative advantage such as; ‘it provides the basis for trade, it enables 

consumers to purchase goods not made in their country and it enables the 

country to utilize the idle resources to satisfy foreign demand’. Other 

candidates provided the significance like; ‘it will give firms access to larger 

markets, it enables a country to specialize in the commodity in which it has 

least opportunity cost and enabling the principle of division of labour to be 

extended to the international arena’. The candidates' good performance in 

the question could have been attributed by their knowledge with trade and 

commercial transactions in their daily life. This implies that the candidates 

had acquired sufficient knowledge about theories of international trade. A 

sample of the good responses is shown in Extract 12.1. 
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Extract 12.1: A sample of the good responses to Question 4 

The extract shows a response from a candidate who managed to state the 

theories of absolute and comparative advantages in part (a). Also, he/she 

managed to use a table to explain which country has comparative 

advantages in production of maize in (b) sub part (i), and which country has 

comparative disadvantages in rice production in sub part (ii). And in sub 

part (iii), the candidate explained well the significance of the cost 
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comparative advantage in the economic development of the countries in 

trade. 

On the other hand, 5,632 (51.7%) candidates with average scores were able 

to state the theories of absolute advantages and cost comparative 

advantages in part (a) of the question. In part (b) (i) and (ii) some 

candidates managed to calculate but failed to give reasons on the findings. 

In addition, part (b) sub part (iii) other candidates, managed to elaborate 

two to three points out of six significances of cost comparative advantages 

in the economic development of the countries in trade. This suggests that 

they had insufficient knowledge of the topic.  

Furthermore, 2,354, (21.6%) candidates with poor performance 

misconceived the question and failed to address its requirements of the 

question. Most of the candidates in this category lacked mathematical and 

calculation skills as well as knowledge and techniques in giving reason 

from the findings. For example, some of the candidates provided incorrect 

significance of the cost comparative advantage like; it helps a country to 

acquire desirable technology, help to solve balance of payment problem, 

increase the employment opportunity and it act as a source of importation. 

While other candidates provided the responses by mentioning the points 

only without explanation such as; it controls the importation of harmful 

goods, it protects domestic infant industries, it controls imported inflation 

and it help to collect revenue to the government. This suggests that the 

candidates had insufficient knowledge of the theories of international trade. 

A sample of the poor responses is shown in Extract 12.2. 
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Extract 12.2: A sample of the poor responses to Question 4  

Extract 12.2 shows a response from a candidate who failed to state the 

theory of absolute advantage and cost comparative advantage as well as 

failing to mention countries which have comparative advantage in the 
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production of rice and maize in part (a) sub part (i) and (ii). Also he/she 

provided incorrect significances of the cost comparative advantage in part 

(b) (iii). 

2.2.5: Question 5: Financial Institution   

This question had two parts (a) and (b). In part (a), the candidates were 

required to distinguish the following economic concepts: (i) Assets of a 

commercial bank from Liabilities of a commercial bank (ii) Reserve ratio 

from cash ratio (iii) Liquidity ratio from legal reserve requirement. (iv)  

Bank rate from rediscount rate and (v) Solvency from bankruptcy. While in 

part (b), the candidates were provided with a table showing a commercial 

bank’s initial capital, percentage of minimum legal reserve requirement ratio 

and loanable amount to the customers. The candidates were required to 

study carefully the data in the table and then fill in blank spaces. 

The question was attempted by 2,078 (17.8%) of the candidates; among 

them, 1,383 (66.6%) scored from 0 to 6.5 marks, 544 (26.1%) scored from 7 

to 11.5 marks, and 151 (7.3%) scored from 12 to 20 out of the 20 allotted 

marks. Generally, the performance of the candidates on this question was 

weak, since 33.4 percent scored 7 marks and above. Figure 13 shows the 

distribution of the candidates’ scores. 

 

Figure 13: Candidates’ Performance in Question 5 
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 1,383 (66.6%) candidates who performed poorly failed to meet the 

requirements of the question, since they were unable to make distinction 

between the given economic terms in part (a) due to incompetency in the 

subject matter. Also, most of the candidates failed to apply the correct 

formula for the arithmetical question in parts (b), since they were unable to 

operate the data given in the table systematically, thus they ended up with 

wrong answers in the blank spaces. In part (a), sub part (i) for example, some 

of the candidates provided incorrect distinction between the economic 

concepts such as; 

 asset of a commercial bank refers to the  ability of the commercial bank 

to recover the loss occurs in a business while liability of a commercial 

bank cannot be recovered by a commercial bank, (ii) Reserve ratio refers 

to the ratio deposited in the commercial bank that remains after credit 

creation while cash ratio refers to the ratio deposited in the commercial 

bank that is not created by commercial bank, (iii) liquidity ratio refers to 

the ratio that insures the ability of the commercial bank to change into 

cash while legal reserve requirement is the reserve deposited in the 

commercial bank that is not an asset, (iv) bank rate refers to the rate set 

by the central bank used to control money supply in the circulation while 

rediscount rate refers to the rate set by commercial bank on borrowing 

and depositing of money and (v) solvency refers to the failure of the 

commercial bank to lend and advance loans to the customer while 

bankruptcy refers to the failure of a central bank to advance loans and 

monetary policies to the commercial bank.  

Other candidates failed to apply the correct formula for the arithmetical 

question of parts (b) to find the percentage of minimum legal reserve 

requirement ratio and loanable amount to the customers, thus ended up with 

the wrong answers. This suggests that they had insufficient knowledge about 

the economic concepts from the topic of financial institution. A sample of the 

poor responses is shown in Extract 13.1. 
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Extract 13.1: A sample of the poor responses to Question 5 
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The extract shows a response from a candidate who failed to distinguish the 

economic concepts in part (a) (i), (ii), (iii), (iv) and (v). Also, he/she failed 

to use appropriate formula to calculate the percentage of minimum legal 

reserve requirement ratio and loanable amount to the customers to fill in the 

blanks in part (b). 

Furthermore, 544 (26.2%) candidates with moderate scores were not able to 

do better in all parts of the question, rather they gave partial explanations in 

making distinctions between economic concepts in part (a) sub part (i), (ii), 

(iii), (iv) and (v). Also, some candidates demonstrated adequate arithmetic 

skills and application of relevant formulae. The candidates identified the 

requirements of the question. However, they failed to provide correct 

responses to the whole question. 

Moreover, 151 (7.3%) candidates who performed well in this question were 

able to distinguish the given economic concepts in part (a) sub parts (i), (ii), 

(iii), (iv) and (v). Also, the candidates managed to apply mathematical 

formula to compute data and fill in the blanks in part (b). This implies a 

good masterly of arithmetical skills. For example, some of the candidates 

managed to distinguish the economic concepts such as; in sub part  

(i) assets of a commercial bank are possession of the bank plus claims 

on other financial institutions and claims of its clients while liabilities 

of commercial bank are claims against the assets of a business in sub 

part (ii), reserve ratio is a fraction of total deposits that remains in the 

bank to meet depositors’ cash demand while cash ratio is the fraction 

of total deposits that remains in the bank to meet customers’ cash 

demand in sub part (iii), liquidity ratio is the ratio of current assets to 

current liabilities while legal reserve requirement is the fraction of 

total deposits that commercial banks are required by law to deposit 

with the central bank in sub part (iv), bank rate (discount rate) refers to 

the interest charged on commercial bank by the central bank when 

commercial bank borrow from the central bank as the lender of last 

resort while a rediscount rate is the difference between the face value 

of approved short term securities of commercial bank and what the 

central bank actually pays for the security in sub part (v), solvency is 

the ability of the business to pay debts and remain operating while 
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bankruptcy is legal proceeding under which the property of insolvent 

debtor is taken for the benefit of his/her liabilities even if his/her 

creditors. A sample of the good responses is shown in Extract 13.2. 
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Extract 13.1: A sample of the good responses to Question 5 
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2.2.6: Question 6: Marketing and Distribution  

In this question the candidates were required to assess six factors which 

hinder the efficient running of marketing and distribution of commodities in 

the Tanzanian economy.  

The question was attempted by 9,338 (80.1%) candidates. Among them, 182 

(2.0%) scored from 0 to 6.5 marks, 2,587 (27.7%) scored from 7 to 11.5 

marks, and 6,569 (70.3%) scored from 12 to 20 out of the 20 allotted marks. 

Generally, the performance of the candidates in this question was good, 

since 98.1 per cent scored 7 and above marks. Figure 14 shows the 

distribution of the candidates’ scores. 

 

Figure 14: Candidates’ Performance in Question 6 

6,569 (70.3%) candidates who scored high in this question understood the 

requirements of the question. They assessed the factors which hinder 

efficient running of marketing and distribution of commodities in the 

Tanzanian economy. The candidates provided correct points supported with 

vivid examples. This implies that the candidates in this category were 

competent in marketing and distribution. For instance, some of the 

candidates assessed factors like; poor management, price fluctuation and 
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foreign competition. Other candidates assessed factors like; protectionism, 

poor development of the social and economic infrastructures and the 

occurrence of natural hazards such as drought, floods etc.  A sample of the 

good response is shown in Extract 14.1. 
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Extract 14.1: A sample of the good responses to Question 6 

However, the 2,587 (27.7%) candidates who scored averagely provided 

partial and insufficient explanations on the factors which hinder successive 

marketing and distribution. Some of the candidates provided some correct 
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points while other points were incorrect. For example, one candidate 

assessed correctly the factors such as; price fluctuation in the agricultural 

products and inadequate financial resources while other candidates 

provided the points which were incorrect like: corruption and 

embezzlement of funds, lack of proper knowledge to the farmers and lack of 

emphasize from the government. Also some of the candidates did not 

follow the instructions requiring writing an essay with the introduction, 

main body, and conclusion. This led them to score less marks. 

Furthermore, the 182 (2.0%) candidates with scores from 0 to 6.5 marks 

were unable to assess the six factors which hinder the efficient running of 

marketing and distribution of commodities in Tanzania. They were unable 

to provide relevant explanations of the points concerned. Also, they 

misinterpreted the need of the question due to incompetency in the subject 

matter as well as English language barrier. Some of them managed to 

assess only two points out of the six required points. A sample of the poor 

responses is shown in Extract 14.2. 
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Extract 14.2: A sample of the poor responses to Question 6 

In extract 14.2, the candidate failed to assess the factors which hinder 

efficient running of marketing and distribution of commodities in the 

Tanzanian economy. 
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2.2.7: Question 7: Planning  

In this question, the candidates were required to support by giving six points 

the argument that, “poor development of the social and economic 

infrastructures in rural areas is one of the major problems facing planners in 

the developing countries”. 

The question was attempted by 2,684 (23.0%) candidates; among them, 290 

(10.8%) scored from 0 to 6.5 marks, 669 (24.9%) scored from 7 to 11.5 

marks, and 1,725 (64.3%) scored from 12 to 20 out of the 20 allotted marks. 

Generally, the performance of the candidates was good, as 89.2 per cent 

scored 7 marks and above. Figure 15 shows the distribution of the 

candidates’ scores. 

 

Figure 15: Candidates’ Performance in Question 7 

1,725 (64.3%) candidates who scored high marks managed to justify the 

argument. The candidates understood the demands of the question and 

provided the problems encountered by planners. For example, some of the 

candidates provided the problems such as; lack of reliable information, lack 

of qualified personnel, presence of a large private sector and lack of control 

in terms of climate and foreign aid. Other candidates provided the problems 

faced by planners like; poor development of social and economic 
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infrastructures especially in rural areas, ineffective planning machinery, 

political interference and over-ambitious and fluctuating inflation rates. 

Therefore, the candidates demonstrated good mastery and competence in 

marketing and distribution. Nevertheless, some candidates in this category 

did not support their points with vivid examples in some of their points and 

this led into variation of scores among the candidates in the category. A 

sample of the good responses is shown in Extract 15.1. 
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Extract 15.1: A sample of the good responses to Question 7 

However, 669 (24.9%) candidates with average performance did not 

manage to provide all the required problems facing the planners. Most of 

these candidates understood what the question requires as they correctly 

argued on two or three problems while the rest of the points were incorrect. 

Others just listed the required points without providing supportive 

explanations. 

On the other hand, 1,725 (64.3%) candidates performed poorly. This 

indicates that they had insufficient knowledge of the subject matter. They 

provided irrelevant points and wrong examples. For example, one of the 

candidates explained the points like; makes difficult to reach remote areas 

and it hardening transportation of planners which were incorrect. A 

sample of the poor responses is shown in Extract 15.2. 
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Extract 15.2: A sample of the poor responses to Question 7 

In extract 15.2, the candidate failed to give the points to support the 

argument stated. 
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2.2.8: Question 8: Structure of Tanzanian Economy  

In this question, the candidates were required to substantiate in six points the 

contention that, “The industrial sector plays a significant role in the 

economic development in Tanzania”. 

The question was attempted by 11,238 (96.5%) candidates.  Among them, 

10 (0.1%) scored from 0 to 6.5 marks, 505 (4.5%) scored from 7 to 11.5 

marks, and 10,723 (95.4%) percent scored from 12 to 20 out of the 20 

allotted marks. Generally, the performance of the candidates in this question 

was good, since 99.9 per cent scored 7 marks and above. Figure 16 shows 

the distribution of the candidates’ scores. 

 

Figure 16: Candidates’ Performance in Question 8 

A total of 10,723 (36.9%) candidates who scored from 12 to 20 marks 

managed to substantiate the contention by giving six points about the 

significant role played by industrial sector in the economic development in 

Tanzania. These candidates understood the demands of the question. Some 

of the candidates argued that; 
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 it enables diversification of the economy, income earned from industrial 

products is likely to increase as prices rises, industrial products or 

manufactured goods are subject to less price fluctuations and also 

industries are a source of employment. Other candidates managed to 

state that; it increases savings, investments, promotes specialization of 

labour and it helps to generate foreign exchange in the economy. 

 Candidates in this group demonstrated a good mastery and competence in 

industrial sector. A sample of the good responses is shown in Extract 16.1. 

 

Extract 16.1: A sample of the good responses to Question 8 
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However, the 505 (4.5%) candidates with average scores in this question 

substantiated the argument stated by providing less than the six points as 

per the question's requirement. Most of them provided three to four correct 

roles while the rest were incorrect, hence earned the average scores. The 

observations made on the responses of the candidates in this category 

revealed that, they understood the subject matter, but they failed to present 

their points in the required format of an essay and their points were backed 

up with partial explanation. 

Most of the candidates in this question scored above average. However, a 

very few 10 (0.1%) candidates who scored the average failed to provide 

complete explanation on the roles of industrial sector on the economic 

development of Tanzania. This implies that either the candidates failed to 

understand the demands of the question or they were incompetent in the 

particular sub topic. For instance, one of the candidates misinterpreted the 

question by providing incorrect roles such as; lack of capital, poor market, 

poor government support, and poor infrastructure. Some of the candidates 

provided the points such as; shortage of raw materials, lack of fund and 

lack of labour. These candidates misinterpreted the question by providing 

the challenges faced by industrial sector instead of the roles played by the 

industrial sector. A sample of the poor responses is shown in Extract 16.2. 
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Extract 16.2: A sample of the poor responses to Question 8 

In this extract, the candidate failed to explain the roles played by industrial 

sector to the economic development of Tanzania, instead he/she provided 

the challenges faced by industrial sector in the economic development of 

Tanzania. 
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3.0 ANALYSIS OF THE CANDIDATES’ PERFORMANCE PER TOPIC 

The ACSEE 2022 Economics subject had 16 topics. The topic-wise analysis 

shows that, the candidates had good performance in 12 topics, average 

performance in three topics, and weak performance in 1 topic. 

The well performed topics include: The Structure of the Tanzanian Economy 

(99.9%), Privatization (99.2%), Marketing and Distribution (98.1%), 

Population (96.9%), Planning (89.2), National Income (88.6%), Theory of 

Money (84.1%), Subject Matter of Economics (79.4%), International Trade 

(78.4%), Theories of Demand and Supply (71.7%), Economic Growth and 

Development (68.8%) and Theory of the Firm (67.3%). The good performance 

in these topics was attributed by the candidates’ adequate knowledge of the 

concepts related to the topics, adherence to instructions, ability to identify the 

demands of the questions, and good command of the English language.  

Furthermore, the analysis shows that three topics were averagely performed. 

These topics were: Production (54.7%), Environmental Economics (50.5%) 

and Public Finance (44.2%). The reasons for average performance were; 

partial background in mathematics to some students, misconception of some 

concepts, partial knowledge about the concepts related to the questions, 

insufficient explanations or unsupported points, and poor command of the 

English language. 

The analysis further shows that, the topic; Financial Institutions (33.5%) is 

the topic which had weak performance out of the 16 topics examined in the 

2022.  Poor performance in this topic was attributed to wrong interpretations 

of the requirements of the question and inadequate knowledge on the topic. 

The performance of the candidates in the topics tested is summarized in the 

Appendix. 
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4.0 CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS  

4.1 Conclusion 

The general performance of the candidates in the Economics subject for 

the 2022 Advanced Certificate of Secondary Education Examination 

(ACSEE) was good. The candidates performed well in this examination 

because they managed to identify the demands of the questions, good 

command of the English language, followed the given instructions, and 

had sufficient knowledge as well as competence in the subject matter. 

However, the analysis revealed that, other candidates did not perform 

well because of wrong interpretations of the requirements of the 

questions and inadequate knowledge on arithmetic and drawing skills. 

4.2 Recommendations 

In order to improve the performance of prospective candidates in this 

subject, it is recommended that: 

 

(a) School administrators should ensure the availability and proper use of 

internet facilities or online materials and facilitate study tours, guest 

speakers with subject teachers as an alternative source of teaching and 

learning activities. This will broaden the students’ understanding and 

enable them to acquire knowledge and skills in different areas of the 

subject. 

 

(b) Subject teachers should equip themselves with learner centred 

teaching and learning methods. They should also equip themselves 

with knowledge on current economic issues and apply them in 

teaching and learning of Economics. This will develop interest or 

motivate students in the learning process. 

 

(c) Students should be encouraged by the subject teachers to do many 

exercises to gain experience in applying various formulas/concepts in 

answering questions as well as revising all the topics to make sure 

that they understand the concepts thoroughly. 
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Appendix  

A Summary of the Analysis of the Candidates’ Performance per Topic 

S/n Topic 
No.of 

questions 

Percentage of 

candidates who 

scored the 

average of 35 or 

above 

Remarks 

1 The Structure of the 

Tanzanian Economy 

1 99.9 Good 

2 Privatization 1 99.2 Good 

3 Marketing and 

Distribution 

1 98.1 Good 

4 Population 1 96.9 Good 

5 Planning 1 89.2 Good 

6 National Income. 1 88.1 Good 

7 Theory of Money 1 84.1 Good 

8 Subject Matter of 

Economics 

1 79.4 Good 

9 International Trade 1 78.4 Good 

10 Theories of Demand and 

Supply 

1 71.7 Good 

11 Economic Growth and 

Development 

1 68.8 Good 

12 Theory of the Firm 1 67.3 Good 

13 Production 1 54.7 Average 

14 Environmental 

Economics 

1 50.5 Average 

15 Public Finance 1 44.2 Average 

16 Financial Institutions 1 33.5 Weak 



84 
 

 




