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FOREWORD 
The Candidates’ Item Response Analysis (CIRA) of the Advanced Certificate of 
Secondary Education Examination (ACSEE) for 112 History subject provides a 
summative report of the performance of the candidates to all education 
stakeholders. Generally, the 2023 performance of the candidates in this paper was 
good since the majority of the candidates (99.85) passed the examination.  

In this report, the analysis of each question has been done in order to identify the 
aspects which affected the performance of the candidates. The analysis indicates 
that candidates with high performance provided appropriate responses since they 
were able to identify the requirements of each question. They also had good 
knowledge of the subject matter and good mastery of English language. The 
analysis further reveals that candidates with weak performance encountered 
various challenges in answering the questions. Some of these challenges include; 
lack of adequate knowledge on some historical concepts, failure to interpret the 
requirements of the questions and poor mastery of English language. 

 
This report will enable education stakeholders to identify measures to be taken in 
order to improve the candidates’ performance in the future examinations 
administered by the Council. It will also help them to take appropriate teaching and 
learning interventions to enable students obtain the required skills and knowledge. 
 
Finally, the Council would like to appreciate all who participated in the preparation 
of this report.  

 

 
Dr. Said A. Mohamed 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

The history subject examination paper was prepared in accordance to the 
2009 syllabus and the 2019 History Subject Examination Format. The 
examination had two papers; 112/1 History 1 and 112/2 History 2. Each 
paper comprised of seven (7) questions. In each paper, candidates were 
obliged to answer question 1 and other four (4) questions. Each question 
carried twenty (20) marks.  
 

This report analyses the 2023 examination responses of the candidates in 
history subject. The report provides feedback to educational stakeholders 
on the performance of the candidates.  
 

A total of 49,432 candidates sat for 112 History Subject examination in 
2023 out of whom 99.85 per cent passed and only 0.15 per cent failed. This 
shows that the rate of performance in this year has decreased by 0.05 per 
cent compared to the 2022 results whereby out of the 41,289 candidates 
who sat for that examination, 99.90 per cent passed and 0.10 per cent 
failed. 

 

The report indicates what the candidates were required to do in each 
question and points out their strengths and weaknesses in answering the 
questions. Furthermore, it provides statistical analysis of the candidates’ 
performance and extracts to exemplify their answers. Finally, the report 
gives the analysis of the candidates’ performance per topic, the conclusion 
and recommendations.  There are also appendices which show a summary of 
performance of the candidates in each topic basing on the percentage of the 
candidates who scored an average of 35 per cent or more and the 
comparison of the 2022 and 2023 performances.  

In this report, three colours; green, yellow and red are used to represent 
good, average and weak performances, respectively. The performance is 
good if a candidate scored from 12 to 20 marks (60% to 100%), average if 
the score is from 7 to 11.5 marks (35% to 59%) and weak if the score ranges 
from 0 to 6.5 marks (0% to 34%).  
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2.0 ANALYSIS OF THE CANDIDATES’ PERFORMANCE IN EACH 

QUESTION 

2.1 112/1 HISTORY 1 

2.1.1 Question 1: Political and Economic Development in Tanzania  
The question was set from the “Political and Economic Development in 
Tanzania since Independence topic”. It required the candidates to show the 
strategies which were adopted by the Tanzanian government to overcome 
education problems inherited from colonialists. All candidates were obliged 
to attempt this question. The general performance for this question was 
good as the majority of the candidates (85.25%) passed, among them, 53.73 
per cent scored from 12 to 19 while very few (14.75%) failed by scoring 0 
to 6.5 marks and 31.52 per cent scored average marks (from 7 to 11.5). 
Figure 1 shows the performance of the candidates for this question. 

 

Figure 1: Candidates’ performance for Question 1 

Candidates who scored from 12 to 19 marks had sufficient knowledge of 
the strategies which were adopted by the Tanzanian government to 
overcome educational hurdles to development which emanated from the 
colonial education system. Such candidates understood the challenges, thus 
were able to disclose the immediate and later tactics employed by the 
government to tackle them. Some of the points described include; abolition 
of discrimination in education, expansion of education facilities, 
Africanization of education, introduction of Education for Self Reliance 
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(ESR), introduction of Universal Primary Education (UPE), introduction of 
private secondary schools in 1990s and introduction of free education. 
Some candidates in this group also described some current strategies such 
as introduction of cost sharing in higher learning institutions and 
introduction of Education Sector Development Plan (ESDP). The varied 
quality of explanation and examples given, caused their scores to range 
from 12 to 19. Extract 1.1 shows a response from a candidate who 
attempted well this question.  
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Extract 1:1: A sample of a good response for question 1 

Extract 1.1 portrays a response from the candidate who correctly showed 
the strategies which were adopted by the Tanzanian government to 
overcome the obstacles of development caused by education system 
inherited from colonialists. 
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Candidates who scored 7 to 11.5 marks were aware of the problems caused 
by colonial education system. These candidates provided relevant 
explanations. However, they failed to show clearly appropriate strategies 
undertaken by the Tanzanian government as most of their explanations 
comprised of factual errors, false examples and mixture of correct and 
incorrect points as well as unclear explanations.  

On the other hand, candidates who scored 0 to 6.5 marks had more 
weaknesses than the candidates in the previous group. They provided 
wrong examples, irrelevant explanations in some correct points, and 
incorrect answers were prominent in their responses. Surprisingly, some 
candidates diverged from the demands of the question. For example, some 
responded on the features of colonial education hence, explained how 
colonial education was segregative, pyramidal, and the likes. Other 
candidates focused on the economic and social problems Tanzania faced 
after independence, and others explained the measures taken to solve 
economic problems. Extract 1.2 is an example of incorrect response from 
one of the candidates for question 1. 
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Extract 1. 2: A sample of an incorrect response for question 1 

Extract 1.2 reveals a sample of the response from a candidate who 
explained the measures taken by Tanzanian government to solve economic 
problems inherited from colonialists, contrary to the demands of the 
question. 
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2.1.2 Question 2: Pre-colonial African Societies 
The question was set from the “Pre-colonial African societies topic”. It 
required the candidates to examine the factors which contributed to the 
emergence and development of strong centralized feudal states in the 
interlacustrine region before colonialism.  The question attracted a good 
number of the candidates (93.10%). The performance was generally good 
since 64.69 per cent of the candidates scored good marks, 33.38 per cent 
had average performance and only 1.93 per cent failed. Figure 2 shows the 
performance of the candidates for this question. 
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Figure 2: Candidates’ performance for question 2 

Candidates who scored 12 to 19.5 marks were aware that the feudal states 
demanded by the question included Buganda, Bunyoro, Karagwe, Toro, 
Ankole and Haya. They therefore explained the factors for the emergence 
and development of these states. These included possession of strong 
armies for safeguarding the states and for conquering the neighbour states 
in the process of expansion, presence of good leaders, participation in 
economic activities such as trade and agriculture and the use of iron. 
However, their marks ranged from 12 to 19.5 depending on the ability of 
each candidate in explaining the influence of each factor in transforming 
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the interlacustrine societies and provision of relevant examples. Extract 2.1 
reveals a correct response from one of the candidates. 
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Extract 2.1: A sample of a good response for question 2 

In extract 2.1, the candidate provided the factors which contributed to 
emergence and development of strong centralized feudal states in 
interlacutrine region before colonialism. 

Some candidates who scored 7 to 11.5 marks provided appropriate 
responses, but lacked adequate explanations and relevant examples. Also, 
few candidates in this category did not exhaust all the six points which 
were demanded in the question due to insufficient knowledge on the 
concept in question. Moreover, some candidates in this group provided the 
general descriptions of the relevant factors. However, they failed to show 
clearly how those factors precisely triggered the transformations of feudal 
states in the region. For example, some candidates explained the way trade 
was conducted in the interlacustrine region by citing relevant examples, but 
failed to show its influence in transforming the feudal states in the region. 
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The responses of the candidates who scored 0 to 6.5 marks had several 
weaknesses. In most cases, their responses were characterised by a mixture 
of correct and incorrect points. A common error noted in their responses 
was a failure to restrict their answers in the interlacustrine regions. 
Moreover, even some few correct points raised were not well explained.  
On the other hand, other candidates diverged from the demands of the 
question.  For example, some explained the factors for the decline of 
African states like colonialism and slave trade. Other candidates explained 
the factors for the rise of centralized states in other geographical areas 
notably, Sudanic and forest states. Others stipulated the features of 
centralised states. Extract 2.2: portrays a response from the candidate who 
performed poorly in question 2. 
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Extract 2.2: A sample of an incorrect response for question 2 

Extract 2.2: shows a response from the candidate who explained the 
characteristics of centralised states in question 2, instead of examining the 
factors which accelerated the emergence and development of feudal states. 

2.1.3 Question 3: Africa and Europe in the 15th century 
The question was set from the topic of “Africa and Europe in 15th century”. 
The candidates were obliged to show how slave trade contributed to the rise 
of the gap in the development between Africa and Europe during Merchant 
Capitalism. It was opted by a reasonable number of candidates (87.90%) 
and its performance was relatively good since very few candidates (4.95%) 
had poor performance. In addition, 35.95 per cent and 59.10 per cent had 
average and good performance respectively, as shown in figure 3. 
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Figure 3: Candidates’ performance for question 3 

Candidates who scored 12 to 19.5 marks accredited the evils of slave trade 
to African development. Such candidates therefore exposed how the trade 
impacted Africa negatively at the same time creating a good environment 
for European development. Points like depopulation, decline of economic 
activities, stagnation of states and deterioration of African technology 
characterized their responses. Likewise, the candidates indicated how 
Europe benefited out of this trade by showing with examples, the 
development reached in various sectors such as marine technology, sea 
ports and financial institutions. Extract 3.1 portrays a sample of a good 
response for question 3. 
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Extract 3.1: A sample of a good response for question 3 

In Extract 3.1, the candidate pointed out how slave trade imbalanced 
development between Africa and Europe during merchantalism. 

Candidates who scored 7 to 11.5 marks were conversant with the impact of 
slave trade in the development of Africa and Europe. Most candidates in 
this group provided the general effects of slave trade but failed to show 
precisely how a gap was created. Moreover, a mixture of correct and 
incorrect points prevailed in the candidates’ responses and cases of not 
exhausting the required number of points were prominent. 

 



20 
 

Candidates who scored 0 to 6.5 marks showed numerous gaps in their 
responses. Most of them provided either inadequate or incorrect 
explanations.  On the other hand, other candidates went astray with the 
demands of the question. For example, some candidates compared the level 
of development between the two continents, while other candidates 
responded on how colonialism and neo colonialism triggered the gap 
between the two continents. Unexpectedly, some candidates traced the 
historical events which led to underdevelopment of Africa starting from 
early contacts period to globalization.  Extract 3.2 shows a sample of an 
incorrect response from one of the candidates. 
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Extract 3.2: A sample of an incorrect response for question 3 

In Extract 3.2, the candidate misconceived the time frame which was set by 
the term merchantalism in the question, thus came out with random 
historical events which led to underdevelopment of Africa. 

2.1.4 Question 4: From Colonialism to the First World War 
The question was set from the topic of “From colonialism to the First 
World War (1880’s – 1914)”. In this question, the candidates were required 
to appraise the role played by the colonial state in Kenya in the 
establishment of settler agricultural production. Apart from attracting a 
good number of candidates (80.50%), its performance was also one of the 
best as 94.68 per cent of candidates passed and only 5.32 per cent failed.  
The general performance of the candidates is shown in figure 4. 
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Figure 4: Candidates’ performance in question 4 
 
Candidates who scored 12 to 19 marks indicated clearly how colonial state 
in Kenya perpetuated the white settlers in older to establish a stable settler 
economy. Such candidates evaluated various economic, social and political 
favours granted to the settlers such as; assurance of labourers, land, 
subsidies, transport and communication, security, financial facilities, social 
services and political freedom. The variation of the scores among them was 
due to different abilities each candidate showed in providing clear 
responses. Extract 4.1 represents a response from one of the candidates who 
performed well in question 4.  
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Extract 4.1: A sample of a good response for question 4 
 

Extract 4.1 exemplifies the candidate who correctly explained the role 
played by the colonial state in establishing settler agricultural production in 
Kenya. 
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Candidates who scored 7 to 11.5 marks wrote responses which to a greater 
extent, contained correct responses although explanations given were 
inadequate to deserve higher marks.  Likewise, wrong examples and some 
erroneously concepts prevailed in the candidates’ responses.   
 
Some candidates with scores ranging from 0 to 6.5 marks had a number of 
scenarios in their responses; some presented few correct but partially 
clarified responses while others provided correct points but the 
explanations were wrong. Moreover, others focused on the general factors 
that favored peasant agricultural production such as unfavorable climate for 
European settlements, high population density, and strong political system. 
Other candidates’ responses focused on either the concept of plantation or 
peasant agriculture. Extract 4.2 represents an incorrect response from one 
of the candidates. 
 

 



28 
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Extract 4. 2: A sample of an incorrect response for question 4  

 
In extract 4.2, the candidate explained the factors which favored the 
establishment of settler and peasant agriculture, instead of evaluating the 
role played by the colonial state in Kenya in perpetuating settler 
agricultural production. 
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2.1.5 Question 5: Colonial Economy and Social Services 
The question was derived from the “Colonial Economy and Social Services 
after the Second World War topic”. It tasked the candidates to show how 
colonial services were used to maintain colonialism in Africa. Almost a 
half of the candidates (50.60%) attempted the question, and the 
performance was good as the majority of candidates (83.54%) passed while 
16.46 failed as shown in figure 5. 

 

Figure 5: Candidates’ performance in question 5 

Candidates who scored 12 to 19.5 marks understood the role of colonial 
social services in perpetuating colonial domination in Africa. Such 
candidates indicated the motive behind the provision of each social service 
namely; education, housing, health, financial institutions, infrastructure, 
water and electricity. However, the variation of the scores among the 
candidates in this category was due to the disparities in their strengths of 
explanations and provision of relevant examples. Extract 5.1 exemplifies 
the response from the candidate who correctly attempted this question. 
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Extract 5.1: A sample of a good response for question 5 

Extract 5.1 shows a part of a response from the candidate who correctly 
showed how colonial social services were used to maintain colonialism in 
Africa. 
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Candidates who scored from 7 to 11.5 marks relatively interpreted the 
question correctly hence provided appropriate social services. However, 
despite some other common errors such as repetition of the points, mixing 
the correct and incorrect responses, their main weakness was failure to 
show clearly the impact of each service in maintaining colonialism.  

On the other hand, the candidates who scored from 0 to 6.5 marks had 
varied weaknesses. For example, some mixed correct and incorrect 
responses and others presented irrelevant clarification on relevant points. 
Besides, candidates who scored zero mark in this group failed to 
understand the requirement of the question. For example, some wrote the 
responses related to sectors of colonial economy such as colonial 
agriculture and colonial industries, others gave the demands of the capitalist 
in Africa such as raw materials, markets, cheap labour and areas for 
investments, while others pointed out the patterns of the provision of social 
services. Extract 5.2 shows an incorrect response from one of the 
candidates.  
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Extract 5. 2: A sample of an incorrect response for question 5 

In extract 5.2, the candidate explained the factors which influenced the 
provision of social services in African colonies, instead of showing how 
colonial social services were used to maintain colonialism in Africa. 

2.1.6 Question 6: Colonial Economy and Social Services  
This question was set from the “Colonial Economy and Social Services 
topic” the candidates were obliged to explain how economic exploitation 
was intensified in the colonies during and after the Second World War. 
This was one of the question with relatively low frequency of being 
selected as only 43.90 per cent of the candidates attempted it. However, the 
question was well performed as 89.50 per cent of the candidates who 
attempted it passed while 10.50 per cent failed as shown in figure 6. 
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Figure 6:  Candidates’ performance in question 6 

Candidates whose performance ranged from 12 to 19 marks were aware of 
the damages caused by the Second World War, which necessitated the 
intensification of exploitation to curb the losses. They showed how 
exploitation was intensified in sectors of agriculture, industry, 
infrastructure, trade, commerce, education and labour force. However, 
some candidates presented more detailed explanation and relevant 
examples than others causing their marks to vary. Extract 6.1 shows a 
sample of a correct response from one of the candidates. 
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Extract 6.1: A sample of a good response for question 6 

In extract 6.1, the candidate justified how economic exploitation was 
intensified in the colonies during and after the Second World War. 

Candidates who scored 7 to 11.5 marks were aware of colonial 
intensification in various economic sectors. However, some had partial 
explanations, others mixed correct and incorrect responses while others 
explained various colonial exploitations without indicating how they were 
intensified during and after the said war. 

Candidates who scored 0 to 6.5 marks were characterized by several 
weaknesses. Some of the weaknesses include, providing wrong explanation 
on the correct points and providing answers based on one sector of 
economy, mainly agriculture. Other candidates gave the effects of the 
Second World War, thus provided points like depopulation, destruction of 
infrastructures and rise of nationalism. Others wrote the causes of the 
Second World War such as the effects of the Great Economic Depression 
and Versailles Peace Treaty. Some candidates traced the reasons behind 
underdevelopment of Africa, while others provided reasons for intensifying 
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exploitations. Extract 6.2 represents an incorrect response from one of the 
candidates.  
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Extract 6. 2: A sample of an incorrect response for question 6. 

In Extract 6.2, a candidate explained the reasons for underdevelopment of 
African instead of showing how economic exploitation was intensified in 
the colonies during and after the Second World War. 
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2.1.7 The Rise of Nationalism  
The question was set from the “Influence of External Forces and the Rise of 
Nationalism and the Struggle for Independence topic”. The candidates in 
this question, were required to examine economic effects of the Second 
World War in the European economy. They were also to explain how 
Europeans' possession of African colonies was vulnerable after the war. 
Few candidates (43.9%) attempted the question. The general performance 
of the candidates for this question was good though relatively lower than 
other questions in this papers. Figure 7 summarizes the performance of the 
candidates. 

 

Figure 7: Candidates’ performance in question 7 

Candidates who scored 12 to 19 marks were conversant with the economic 
effects of the Second World War in the European economy, which 
ultimately led to the demise of colonialism in Africa. In the first part of the 
question, their responses focused on the consequences of the war on the 
European economy, thus provided responses like high debts, loss of labour 
power and introduction of Marshal Plan. Moreover, in the second part of 
the question, they showed why European possession of colonies was 
vulnerable after the war by showing the consequences of the war such as 
destruction of European economy, the rise of USA and USSR as super 
powers, and the formation of the United Nations Organization (UNO) 
which activated decolonization processes. The variation in their scores 
depended on the quality of explanations and relevant examples they 
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provided. Extract 7.1 portrays a correct response from one of the 
candidates.  
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Extract 7.1: A sample of a good response for question 7 

In Extract 7.1, despite a few linguistic errors, a candidate correctly 
examined how European economy was affected by the Second World War, 
and explained the inevitability of the termination of colonialism after the 
war. 

The responses of the candidates who scored 7 to 11.5 marks were featured 
by varied strengths and weaknesses. Some candidates in this group 
provided partial explanations.  Others provided some responses with 
historical errors, while others focused only on one part of the question.  
 
The candidates who scored 0 to 6.5 marks showed numerous weaknesses. 
The notable ones include; giving general effects of the Second World War, 
providing partial explanations and a mixture of correct and incorrect 
responses. Moreover, some candidates failed to understand the 
requirements of the question, thus gave incorrect responses. For example, 
some candidates gave the causes of the Second World War such as the 
effects of Versailles peace treaty, effects of economic depression, the rise of 
dictatorship nations and the weakness of League of Nations. Others 
explained the social effects of the Second World War such as depopulation, 
spread of diseases and separation of families. Others explained the political 
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effects of the Second World War like the formation of UNO and the rise of 
USSR and USA.  
 
On the other hand, some candidates explained how Africa was affected by 
the war and others explained how the war triggered various development. 
In the second part of the question, some candidates explained the concept 
of Berlin Conference by either providing the reasons for calling the meeting 
or explaining its resolutions. Other candidates explained the reasons for the 
underdevelopment of the Third World countries.  Thus, they provided 
reasons like neo colonialism, poor leadership, corruptions, laziness, 
diseases, natural disasters and lack of technology. Other candidates pointed 
out the reasons behind the scramble and partition of Africa.  Extract 7.2 is a 
sample of an incorrect response from one of the candidates. 
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Extract 7. 2: A sample of an incorrect response for question 7 

In Extract 7.2 the candidate explained various developments attained by the 
European nations in the first part, and the reasons for the scramble and 
partition of African continent in the second part. 
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2.2 112/2 HISTORY 2 

2.2.1 Question 1: Neo Colonialism and Underdevelopment 
The question was derived from the “Neo Colonialism and the question of 
Underdevelopment to the Third World Countries topic”. It required the 
candidates to justify the statement that the freedom achieved by most 
African countries in 1960s was political by making reference on neo 
colonialism. The question was compulsory, thus all candidates attempted. 
The performance was encouraging since the majority of the candidates 
(86.17 %) passed and very few (13.83%) failed as shown in figure 8. 

 

Figure 8: Candidates’ performance for question 1 

The candidates who scored 12 to 20 marks understood the concept of neo-
colonialism and its manifestation to the Third World Countries. They 
justified that the independence of most African countries is political hence 
provided reasons like: existence of puppet leaders, presence of 
multinational corporations and investments, existence military bases and 
presence of economic and technical dependence. Other reasons provided 
were the presence of free market economy, dominance of Western media 
and culture and brain drain. Candidates elaborations revealed that the 
capitalist nations created an environment to control the Third World 
countries. However, candidates who scored relative higher marks than 
others in this group gave detailed explanations and supplemented them with 
relevant examples. Extract 8.1 is an example of a good response for 
question 8. 
 



52 
 

 



53 
 

   

 



54 
 

 



55 
 

 
Extract 8.1: A sample of a good response for question 8 
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Extract 8.1 indicates a relatively good response from one of the candidates. 
Despite some grammatical errors, the candidate used manifestations of 
Neo-colonialism in the Third World Countries to justify how freedom 
achieved by African countries in 1960s was political.  
 
The candidates who scored 7 to 11.5 marks provided some relevant 
reasons, though with some errors either in the explanations or in the 
examples given. Moreover, some candidates failed to exhaust the required 
number of points while others mixed the correct and incorrect responses. 
For instance, the incorrect examples given were like: the establishment of 
military base in Tanzania by United States of America and referring to 
some of the African patriotic leaders such as Dr. Kwame Nkrumah of 
Ghana and Dr. Kenneth Kaunda of Zambia as the examples of puppet 
leaders. This misconception was caused by the fact that the mentioned 
leaders were most popular in the African history, and a fallacy that all post-
independent African states were under neo-colonial powers.  
 
Some candidates had lowest scores that ranged from 0 to 6.5 marks. This 
was attributed by either the failure to understand the requirements of the 
question, or the provision of inadequate explanations and irrelevant 
examples. The candidates who provided insufficient explanations and poor 
examples, obtained few marks. Furthermore, some candidates scored zero 
because of deviating from the demands of the question. For example, some 
candidates justified that the freedom achieved by African countries in 
1960s was political without making reference to neo-colonialism as the 
question demanded. For this case therefore, they provided some elements 
and symbols of a political independent state like: Existence of national flag, 
presence of national anthem, existence of political leadership, and 
existence of political parties. This was caused by a fact that these 
candidates ignored a word ‘neo-colonialism’ which was the basis of the 
question. In addition to that, few candidates explained the strategies used 
by African countries to get rid of neo-colonialism by providing reasons 
like; to encourage the use of local technology and local industries, 
adoption of self-reliance policy, formation of regional integration, the use 
of good governance, discouraging importation of goods, investing more in 
agriculture and developing tourism industry. Other candidates based their 
responses on the means employed by the African countries in the 
decolonization processes with respect to the nature of colonizers. Such 
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candidates used means of decolonization and their causes such as 
constitutional means, arm struggles and revolutionary means to answer the 
question. The words ‘achieved’ and ‘freedom’ as used in the question 
confused the candidates, thus interpreted the question as the means used by 
African countries to achieve their freedom, leading to such answers. 
Furthermore, other candidates deviated from the requirements of the 
question by referring it to the strategies used by African countries to get rid 
of neo-colonialism. Extract 8.2 is an example of a candidate who gave an 
incorrect response to this question. 
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Extract 8.2: A sample of an incorrect response for question 1 

 
In extract 8.2, the candidate explained the strategies used by African states 
to get rid of neo-colonialism, contrary to the demands of the question. 
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2.2.2 Question 2: The rise of Capitalism in Europe 
This question was set from the “The rise of capitalism in Europe topic”. It 
obliged the candidates to show the contribution of marine technology to the 
development of capitalism in Europe.  The question was attempted by the 
majority of candidates (83.70%). The performance was excellent as 97.34 
per cent of the candidates passed with average and good scores and only 
2.66 per cent failed as shown in figure 9. 

 

Figure 9: Candidates’ performance for question 2 

The candidates who scored 12 to 19.5 marks established a link between 
marine technology and the development of capitalism in Europe. They had 
a clear understanding of the question, thus provided usefulness of marine 
technology on: geographical discoveries, European piracy, plundering and 
looting, acquisition of colonies, and development of financial institutions. 
Moreover, they indicated how marine technology enabled European 
merchants to control all the major seas, how it facilitated the 
transportation of labour to North America and West Indies as well as how 
it improved security in the seas. These candidates analysed the required 
points and provided examples to support their arguments. Besides, some 
candidates in this category had relative lower scores because they could not 
provide sufficient explanations and relevant examples to complement their 
responses. Others failed to meet the required number of points to fulfill the 
question demands. Extract 9.1 provides a sample of a good response to this 
question. 
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Extract 9.1: A sample of a good response for question 2 

 
In Extract 9:1, the candidate correctly showed how marine technology 
contributed to the development of capitalism in Europe, despite few 
spelling errors and failure to indicate periods of the key events.  
 
Candidates who scored 7 to 11.5 marks were familiar with the demands of 
the question, though, showed several inaccuracies in their responses. For 
instance, some failed to give in-depth explanations to their responses and 
others lacked appropriate examples to support their arguments while others 
repeated some points. This was likely contributed by their average 
knowledge of the subject matter in question 
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On the other hand, the candidates who scored 0 to 6.5 marks had varied 
weaknesses. Some of them associated marine technology with triangular 
trade. Thus, they focused on the contribution of Triangular trade to the 
development of capitalism, instead of the contribution of marine 
technology to the rise of capitalism in Europe. Therefore, such candidates 
scored marks from some points like: development of financial institutions 
in Europe and transportation of labour, which are the impact of both 
Triangular slave trade and marine technology. Mixing up the two concepts 
was due to the fact that, Triangular trade and marine technology 
contributed to the development of capitalism, and they were 
interdependent.  For instance, the rise of marine technology stimulated the 
emergence of Triangular trade on one hand, and the expansion of 
Triangular trade led to the improvement of marine technology on the other 
hand.  
 
Nevertheless, some candidates scored fewer marks by providing relatively 
correct points without exhaustive explanations and supportive examples.  
Some of them mistakenly responded on science and technology, instead of  
marine technology. The use of a word “technology” made some candidates 
generalize all other concepts taught in the sub-topic of scientific and 
technological revolution, and the way they contributed to the development 
of capitalism. Such concepts include; invention of locomotives and steam 
engine, establishment of textile industries, the improvement of agro-
implements industries and establishment of iron and steel industries. Other 
candidates scored low marks because their responses contained the relevant 
points on the contribution of marine technology to the development of 
capitalism and the characteristics of mercantilism such as protectionism, 
bullionism, militarism, expansionism which are in fact interrelated. 
Moreover, some candidates who scored zero diverged from the demand of 
the question by explaining the stages of the development of capitalism such 
as merchantalism, industrial capitalism and monopoly capitalism. Other 
candidates explained the impact of mercantilism on Africa. Extract 9.2 
shows a sample of a poor response for question 2. 
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Extract 8. 2: A sample of an incorrect response for question 2 
 
In Extract 8.2, a candidate deviated from the demand of the question by 
presenting the impact of mercantilism on Africa rather than the way marine 
technology contributed to the rise of capitalism in Europe. 

 

2.2.3 Question 3: The rise of dictatorships in Italy, Germany and Japan 
The question was set from the “The rise of dictatorships in Italy, Germany 
and Japan topic”. It demanded the candidates to explain the extent to which 
the Italian and Germany dictatorships affected the world after the First 
World War. The majority of candidates (74.90%) attempted the question, 
and the general performance was good as only 18.07 per cent of the 
candidates failed and 91.93 per cent passed. Figure 10 summarizes the 
performance for this question. 



67 
 

 

Figure 10: Candidates’ performance for question 3 

Candidates who scored 12 to 19.5 marks clearly explained the 
consequences of Italian and German dictatorships in the world. Some of the 
effects pointed out include: destabilization of democracy and 
democratization, influenced the spread of the expansionist policies, 
weakened the League of Nations, the rise and the spread of extreme 
nationalism, containing the spread of communism, contributed to the 
outbreak of Second World War, and the spread of dictatorship 
governments. However, the quality of their responses varied causing their 
marks to range from 12 to 19.5. Extract 10.1 is an example of the response 
from a candidate who performed well in this question. 
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Extract 10.1: A sample of a good response for question 3 

 
In Extract 10:1, the candidate correctly explained a degree to which Italian 
and Germany dictatorships affected the world as per question requirements.  
 

The candidates who scored 7 to 11.5 marks were familiar with the demands 
of the question. However, several errors were identified in their responses. 
Some of these errors include: provision of insufficient explanations in some 
points, repeating some points and providing irrelevant examples. In most 
cases, many candidates in this group concentrated on Germany dictatorship, 
and were silent on the Italy and Japan dictactorships. These challenges 
limited their scores.  

 
The candidates who scored 0.5 to 6.5 marks had partial knowledge on the 
concept of “Dictatorship governments”, and others diverted from the 
requirements of the question. Some candidates based on the effects of 
dictatorship governments in either Germany or Italy, instead of giving the 
effects of dictatorship governments in the entire world. For example, they 
provided the effects of dictatorships in Germany which are also found in 
other places such as: the rise of extreme nationalism, undermining 
democracy and suppression of communism. These candidates scored few 
marks. Surprisingly, other candidates explained the effect of Italian and 
Germany unifications and gave points like: development of industries, the 
rise of imperialism with territorial demands, the formation of military 
alliances, militarism and colonization of Africa. These candidates 
misconceived the Italian and Germany dictatorships with Germany and 
Italy states unifications. Other candidates focused on the causes of the rise 
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of dictatorships in Germany and Italy. They presented points like: the role 
of NAZI and the Fascist parties, threat of communism, economic 
depression of 1929-33, weaknesses of existing political system, impact of 
First World War and the Versailles Peace treaty, the role of Hitler and 
Mussolini, and the like. Extract 10.2 shows an incorrect response from one 
of the candidates.  
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Extract 10.2: A sample of an incorrect response for question 3 

 
In Extract 10.2, the candidate focused on the causes of the rise of 
dictatorships in Italy and Germany, instead of explaining the effects of the 
Italian and German dictatorships in the world after the First World War. 
Moreover, the candidate presented incorrect duration of events in the 
introductory part.  
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2.2.4 Question 4: Imperialism and Territorial Division of the World 
This question was derived from the “Imperialism and territorial division of 
the world topic’’. It tested the candidates’ ability to analyse the way 
political circumstances accelerated the formation of military alliances in 
Europe in the 19th century. The question attracted relatively few candidates 
(57.0%). The performance was, however, good since 90.88 per cent of the 
candidates passed, and only 9.12 per cent failed. Figure 11 indicates the 
percentages of candidates with good, average and poor performance. 
 

 

Figure 11: Candidates’ performance for question 4 

Candidates who scored from 12 to 18.5 marks understood the requirements 
of the question. They correctly provided the reasons behind military 
alliances in Europe. Some of the points provided were; protective purposes, 
isolation policy of Germany over France, self-ambitions of Otto Von 
Bismarck, balance of power among European nations, the rise of 
imperialism, the French revenge ambitions, the rise of strong nationalism 
in Europe and the like. However, the magnitude of accuracy of their 
responses varied.  Extract 11.1 shows one of the good responses for this 
question.  
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Extract 11.1 A sample of a good response for question 4 
 

In Extract 11.1, the candidate correctly represented the ways though which 
political conditions speeded up the formation of military alliances in 
Europe in the 19th Century.  
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The candidates who scored 7 to 11.5 marks had few shortcomings in their 
responses. Some of them failed to differentiate between social and 
economic factors from political factors. Therefore, they presented 
economic and social reasons like; industrial revolution, development of 
science and technology, the rise of economic imperialism and cultural 
imperialism, along with some few correct points, hence scored few marks. 
Other candidates provided insufficient explanations and irrelevant 
examples to support their arguments.  
 
The candidates who scored 0 to 6.5 marks encountered various challenges 
in answering the question.  Some of them gave points with partial 
explanations and inappropriate examples. Furthermore, some responses 
given based on the impact of the formation of military alliances and the 
Cold War.  Thus they provided points like; the rise of tension in the world, 
division of the world, eruption of wars and the like. Other candidates wrote 
the factors for the Berlin Congress of 1878 by providing factors such as the 
Balkan crisis of 1875-1878, the Russo-Turkish war of 1877-1878, 
weaknesses of the treaty of Paris of 1856, the impact of Crimean war and 
the role of British Prime Minister Disraeli. This deviation was caused by 
the historical connection between military alliances and the Berlin 
Congress of 1878, and indeed the Russo -Turkish war and Crimean war 
which indirectly contributed to the emergence of military alliances in 
Europe. Extract 11.2 shows an irrelevant response. 
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Extract 11.2: A sample of an incorrect response for question 4 

 
In extract 11:2, the candidate based on two historical phenomena which are 
closely related. These are the impact of armed camps and military alliance 
in Europe, contrary to the demands of the question. 

 

2.2.5 Question 5: The Rise of Socialism in the World 
The question was constructed from the “The Rise of Socialism in the 
World’’ topic. It demanded the candidates to analyse the effects of the 
collapse of USSR and the Communist bloc in the Third World Countries. 
The question was opted by 69.10 per cent of the candidates. The 
performance for this question was generally good as 82.17 per cent of the 
candidates passed and only 17.83 failed. Figure 12 shows the performance 
of the candidates for this question. 
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Figure 12: Candidates’ performance for question 5 

The candidates who scored higher marks (from 12 to 19) were able to 
provide clear and detailed responses with appropriate examples. These 
candidates had adequate knowledge on the influence of the socialist bloc 
led by USSR in the Third World countries thus, it was easy for them to 
trace the impact of its collapse. Some of the points explained include; the 
reduction of economic assistances, change of political system, the spread of 
US domination and influence in the Third World Countries, the change of 
formal objectives of Non Aligned Movement, the introduction of free market 
economy and ending of Cold War. Some of these candidates complemented 
their responses with vivid examples to justify their arguments. 
Nevertheless, varied accuracies of the responses and examples caused some 
candidates to score higher than others. Extract 12.1 shows a sample of a 
good response for this question.  
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Extract 12.1: A sample of a good response for question 5 
 

Extract 12.1, indicates a part of the response from a candidate who 
correctly analysed the effects of the collapse of USSR and the Communist 
Bloc in the Third World Countries. However, the candidate provided a 
wrong example of the assassination of Patrice Lumumba who was 
murdered in 1961, thus his assassination is not related to the collapse of 
USSR and the Communist Bloc in early 1990s. 
 
Candidates who scored 7 to 11.5 marks had moderate knowledge of the 
concept in question. Some failed to provide satisfactory explanations and 
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relevant examples, and others made repetitions of some points. Moreover, 
other candidates provided the general factors for the collapse of USSR and 
the socialist Bloc in the world.  
 
Candidates who scored 0 to 6.5 marks had different levels of understanding 
the demands of the question. Some of them provided responses with partial 
explanations, while others provided correct points with wrong explanations. 
Some candidates diverged from the demands of the question. For example, 
some focused on the effects of the collapse of USSR on the Communist 
bloc.  These candidates came up with some points like; the collapse of 
Berlin Wall in 1989, Re-unification of Germany in 1990, the collapse of 
Warsaw Pact and the arresting of former communist leaders of Eastern 
Europe. This uncertainty was caused by the fact that the effects of the 
collapse of USSR and the Eastern Bloc were more felt in the Eastern 
Europe than elsewhere. For instance, Yugoslavia broke into several new 
republics such as Serbia, Bosnia and Montenegro while Czechoslovakia 
broke into Czech Republic and Slovakia. Moreover, other wrote on the 
causes of the collapse of USSR and the communist bloc hence provided 
points like: economic crisis in the Eastern European states, violation of 
human rights, infringement of democracy, the role of perestroika and 
glasnost, suppression of freedom of worship, deterioration of standard of 
living and nationalistic reasons. Other candidates analysed the effect of 
Russian revolution to African countries. They gave points like: spread of 
nationalism in Africa, formation of single party system, development of 
education system in Africa, formation of socialism in Africa and provision 
of moral and materials supports. Extract 12.2 shows an incorrect response 
for question 5. 
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Extract 12.2: A sample of an incorrect response for question 5 

 
Extract 12.2 shows the candidate who analysed the effects of Russian 
revolution particularly after the Second World war to the Third World 
Countries, instead of the effects of the collapse of USSR and the 
communist bloc.  

 

2.2.6 Question 6: The Emergence of USA  
This question was set from the “The Emergence of USA as a New 
Capitalist Super Power’’ topic. The candidates were supposed to assess the 
effects of USA relations with Japan after the Second World War. A 
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relatively good number of candidates (68.20%) attempted the question and 
the general performance was good as the majority (93.89%) passed and 
only 6.11 per cent failed. Figure 13 summarizes the performance for this 
question. 

 

Figure 13: Candidates’ performance for question 6 

The candidates who scored 12 to 19 marks had knowledge about USA’s 
relations with Japan during and after the Second World War. In return, they 
provided relevant points which signified that the inter war relationship 
between two territories improved. Some of the points explained include; 
provision of financial and technical aid to Japan, the USA used Japan as a 
step ladder to contain the spread of communism in Asia, Japanese were 
forced by USA to outlaw their traditional religion “shinto’’ and USA 
introduced political and land reform in Japan.  However, other candidates 
in this group did not give the in-depth explanations and concrete examples. 
This caused disparities in the scores.  Extract 13.1 portrays a sample of a 
good response from one of the candidates. 
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Extract 13.1: A sample of a good response for question 6  
 

In Extract 13.1, the candidate correctly assessed the effects of USA 
relations with Japan after the Second World War. There is a fallacy that 
Japan waged war against North Korea, rather it was USA that waged war 
against North Korea (Korean War) and used Japan as the base.  
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On the other hand, the candidates who scored from 7 to 11.5 marks 
managed to give some relevant points, but failed to explain them clearly 
due to language barriers. Other candidates repeated some points and, thus 
did not meet the required number of points. Some presented only the 
negative effects of USA and Japan relations after the Second World War. 
These candidates chose negative effects because of the bad memories 
which emanated from the atomic bombing at Hiroshima and Nagasaki. 
Though these points were correct, they were too few to meet the required 
number of points.  
 
Those who scored 0 to 6.5 marks had several weaknesses. Most responses 
were featured by a mixture of correct and incorrect points. Moreover, some 
correct points were not well explained.  On the other hand, candidate who 
scored zero failed to understand the demands of the question. For example, 
some candidates focused on the effects of the Second World War on Japan 
and gave points like: death of people, environmental pollution, destruction 
of properties and infrastructures and spread of diseases. Other candidates 
explained the USA’s imperialistic demands of raw materials, cheap labour 
and areas for investment from Japan. Extract 13.2 shows an example of 
poor responses for this question.  
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Extract 13.2: A sample of an incorrect response for question 6 
 

In extract 13.2, the candidate assessed the effect of the Second World War 
to Japan instead of the USA relations with Japan. Also she/he presented the 
effect of cold war and arm race.   
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2.2.7 Question 7: Threat to the World Peace  
This question was set from the “Threat to the World Peace after the Second 
World War’’ topic. It required the candidates to provide an argument on the 
negative repercussions of the declaration of the new state of Israel on 
Palestine. Although the question attracted the least number of candidates 
(46.7%) in paper two, the performance was encouraging as 93.06 per cent 
passed and only 6.94 failed. The statistical data on good, average and poor 
performance are shown in figure 14. 
 

 

Figure 14: Candidates’ performance for question 7 

The candidates who scored 12 to 19 marks had sufficient knowledge on the 
basis of the Middle East crisis. These candidates were aware that, the 
creation of the Israel state in 1948 sparked off an armed conflict in the 
Middle East.  The conflict not only developed among the Palestinians and 
the Israelis, but also the neighboring Arab states of Egypt, Syria, Jordan 
and Lebanon. Moreover, the wars spread to other states including Iraq and 
Iran. These candidates knew how Palestinians were affected hence 
provided points like: fulfilment of the Zionist dream against the Palestinian 
dream, Rise of terrorist attack, increase of Palestinian refugees and 
Construction of new Jewish settlements in Palestinian land. Other points  
provided include; Shrinking of the Palestinian state, subjecting Palestine 
and Middle East to endless wars and Consolidation of the imperialist 
position in the Middle East. Some candidates in this category lacked 
sufficient details and appropriate examples in their responses which 
affected their scores accordingly. Extract 14.1 portrays an example of a 
correct response for this question. 
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Extract 14.1: A sample of a good response for question 7  
 

In Extract 14.1, the candidate gave negative repercussions of the 
declaration of the New State of Israel on the state of Palestine.  
 
The candidates who scored 7 to 11.5 marks were able to give the relevant 
points, but failed to explain them clearly due to language barrier and 
mixing up the correct and incorrect responses. Furthermore, others repeated 
some points and, thus failed to meet the required number of points.  

 
Candidates who scored 0 to 6.5 marks had different levels of understanding 
of the demands of the question. Some of them provided responses with 
partial explanations, while others provided correct points but their 
explanations were wrong since they associated issues of  the involvement 
of both USSR and USA. This error, was mixed up by the candidates’ little 
knowledge on socialist and capitalist ideologies during the Cold War, 
disregarding the fact that Israel was rather a greatest USA ally. Also, they 
did not grasp a historical fact that Jews were refugees before the creation of 
their state but not thereafter. However, some candidates diverged from the 
demand of the question. For example, some focused on the causes for the 
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creation of new state of Israel and thus provided points like: the role of 
Zionism, Balfour declaration and United Nations. Other points provided 
were: formation of Jewish terrorist groups, the influence of NAZI 
holocaust, the impact of Second World War as well as historical and 
biblical reasons. These candidates gave such answers because of their 
misconceptions of the words “repercussions’’ which was mistaken with 
“causes’’. Nevertheless, other candidates focused on the positive outcomes 
of the declaration of a state of Israel to Israelis, such as: creation of 
employment, improvement of transport and communication, improvement 
of science and technology, promoting unity among the people and 
improvement of other sectors. Extract 14.2 shows a sample of a poor 
response to this question from one of the candidates.  
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Extract 14.2: A sample of an incorrect response for question 7  

 
In Extract 14.2, the candidate failed to show the negative impact of the 
declaration of a new state of Israel on Palestine, instead the candidate 
explained the positive impact of the creation of the state of Israel  
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3.0 ANALYSIS OF THE CANDIDATES’ PERFORMANCE PER TOPIC 

The analysis of the topics shows that a total of 13 out of 15 topics in 
History subject in ACSEE 2023 were examined. These topics are: Pre-
colonial African Societies, Africa and Europe in the 15th century, From 
colonialism to the Fist World War (1880s – 1914), Colonial Economy and 
Social Services after the Second World War, The Influence of External 
forces and the Rise of Nationalism and the Struggle for Independence and 
Political and Economic Development in Tanzania since Independence in 
112/1 History paper 1. 
 
In 112/2 History 2, topics which were examined are: The Rise of Capitalism 
in Europe, the rise of Dictatorship in Germany, Italy and Japan, 
Imperialism and the Territorial Division of the World, Rise of Socialism, 
Emergence of USA as a New Capitalist Superpower, Threats to World 
Peace after the Second World War as well as Neo-colonialism and the 
Question of Underdevelopment in the Third World. However, the topics: 
People of African Origin in the New World (Paper 1) and The Rise of 
Democracy in Europe (Paper 2) were not examined.  

The analysis indicates that all topics had good performance (See appendix). 
Good performance in these topics reveals the efforts which are being done 
by educational stakeholders in the teaching and learning processes. 
Moreover, the analysis further shows that the performance for the topics: 
Emergence of USA as a New Capitalist Superpower and From colonialism 
to the Fist World War (1880s – 1914) which was average in 2022, was 
improved to good in 2023, and other topics have maintained their good 
performance. Appendix A summarizes the performance of the candidates in 
each topic in 2023 while appendix B shows the comparison of performance 
in each topic between 2022 and 2023. 

4.0 CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

4.1 CONCLUSION 
The analysis revealed that, the majority of candidates (99.85%) passed the 
examination and all 13 topics were well performed. Most candidates 
answered the questions correctly, and hence scored good marks. Such 
candidates were able to identify the requirement of each question and had 
good knowledge of the subject matter as well as good mastery of the 
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English language. The analysis further indicates that, a few candidates’ 
answers were of low quality due to their lack of knowledge of the concepts 
related to the questions, their inability to express themselves in English 
language and misinterpretations of some questions. 

4.2 RECOMMENDATIONS 
Although the general performance of candidates was good, few candidates 
(0.15%) failed. In order to maintain/improve performance in History 
subject, it is recommended that: 

(a) Students must be insisted to read relevant text and reference books so 
as to widen their understanding of various historical concepts.  

 
(b) Students should be encouraged to enhance their English language 

proficiency. This can be done through encouraging them to use 
English language in their day to day communication, participation in 
English debate sessions and the likes.  

 
(c) Before attempting the questions, candidates must be emphasised to 

read them carefully so as to comprehend their tasks.  
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Appendix A 
The Performance of Candidates in each Topic 

S/N Topic 
Number of 

questions per 
topic 

Percentage 
of 

candidates 
who scored 
an average 

of 35 
percent or 

more 

 
Remarks 

1.  Pre - Colonial African 
Societies. 

 

1 98.07 

Good 

2.  The Rise of 
Capitalism in Europe.  

 

1 97.34 

Good 

3.  Africa and Europe in 
The 15th  Century. 1 95.05 

Good 

4.  From Colonialism to 
Fist World War 
(1880s – 1914) 

 

1 94.68 

Good 

5.  Emergence of USA as 
a New Capitalist 
Superpower 

 

1 93.89 

Good 

6.  Threats to World 
Peace 

 

1 93.06 

Good 

7.  Imperialism and the 
Territorial Division of 
the World. 

 

1 90.88 

Good 
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S/N Topic 
Number of 

questions per 
topic 

Percentage 
of 

candidates 
who scored 
an average 

of 35 
percent or 

more 

 
Remarks 

8.  Colonial Economy 
and Social Services 
after the Second 
World War. 

2 86.52 

Good 

9.  Neo colonialism and 
the Question of 
Underdevelopment in 
the Third World 
Countries 

1 86.17 

Good 

10.  Political and 
Economic 
Development in 
Tanzania Since 
Independence. 

1 85.25 

Good 

11.  The  Rise of Socialism  

1 82.17 

Good 

12.  The Rise of 
Dictatorships in 
Germany, Italy and 
Japan.  

 

1 81.93 

Good 

13.  The Influence of 
External Forces, the 
Rise of Nationalism 
and the Struggle for 
Independence. 

 

1 74.75 

Good 
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Appendix B 
Comparison of the candidates’ performance by topic in 2022 and 2023 
 

 
S/N 

 
Topic 

2022 
 

2023 
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R
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1.  Political and 
Economic 
Development 
in Tanzania 
Since 
Independenc
e 

1 99.76 

 

Good 
1 85.25 Good 

2.  Africa and 
Europe in 
The 15th 
Century 

1 97.1 

 

Good 
1 95.05 

 

Good 

3.  Neo – 
Colonialism 
and the 
Question of 
Underdevelo
pment in 
Third World 
Countries 

1 95.44 

 

Good 

1 86.17 

 

 

Good 

4.  Pre - 
Colonial 
African 
Societies. 

1 95.4 

 

Good 
1 98.07 Good 

5.  The Rise of 
Capitalism in 
Europe 

1 93.42 

 

Good 
1 97.34 

 

Good 

6.  The 
Influence of 1 91.11 

 1 74.75  
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External 
Forces, the 
Rise of 
Nationalism 
and the 
Struggle for 
Independenc
e 

 

Good 

 

Good 

7.  The Rise of 
Democracy 
in Europe 

1 89.31 

 

Good 
  

 

8.  Colonial 
Economy 
and Social 
Services after 
the Second 
World War 

2 87.65 

 

Good 2 86.50 

 

Good 

9.  The Rise of 
Socialism 1 75.72 

 

Good 
1 82.17 

 

Good 

10.  Imperialism 
and the 
Territorial 
Division of 
the World 

1 70.09 

 

Good 1 90.88 

 

Good 

11.  Threats to 
World Peace 
After the 
Second 
World war 

1 61.21 

 

Good 1 93.06 

 

Good 

12.  Emergence 
of USA as a 
New 
Capitalist 
Superpower 

1 57.86 

 

Avera
ge 

1 93.89 

 

Good 

13.  From 
Colonialism 
to the First 
World War 
(1880s – 

1 41.98 

 

Avera
ge 

1 94.68 Good 
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1914) 

14.  The rise of 
Dictatorship 
in Germany, 
Italy and 
Japan, 

  

 

1 81.93 
Good 

 

15. People of 
African 
Origin in the 
new world 
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