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FOREWORD

The National Examinations Council of Tanzania is pleased to issue
Geography Examiner’s Report on the Performance of the Candidates in
Certificate of Secondary Education Examination (CSEE) 2012. The report
was prepared in order to provide feedback to students, teachers, parents,
policy makers and the public in general about the performance of the
candidates.

The Certificate of Secondary Education Examination marks the end of four
years of secondary education. It is summative evaluation which among other
things shows the effectiveness of education system in general and education
delivery system in particular. Essentially, candidate’s responses to the
examination questions is a strong indicator of what the education system was
able or unable to offer to the students in their four years of secondary school
education.

The analysis presented in this report is intended to contribute towards
understanding of possible reasons behind poor performance of candidates.
The report highlights some of the factors for example, failure to identify the
task of the concepts related to the subject. The feedback provided will enable
the educational administrators, school managers, teachers and students to
identify proper measures to be taken in order to improve candidates’
performance in future examinations administered by the Council.

The National Examinations Council of Tanzania will highly appreciate
comments and suggestions from teachers, students and the public in general
that can be used for improving future Examiners Reports. Each school is
given a complimentary copy of the report; extra copies can be purchased
from the Council. Information about the cost and postage charges can be
provided on request.

Finally, the Council would like to thank all Examination officers, Subject
Teachers and all others who participated in preparation of this report. We
would like also to express sincere appreciation to all staff of the Department
of Research, Evaluation and Data processing who participated in analyzing

data in this report.

Dr. Charles E. Msonde
Ag.EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
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1.0

INTRODUCTION

The CSEE 2012 Geography examination paper covered the revised syllabus
(2005) and examination format (2008). The paper consisted of four (4) sections
namely; A, B, C and D, of which sections A to C were compulsory questions.
Section A had three (3) questions; Section B had three (3) questions, while
section C had two (2) questions. Section D was comprised of four essay type
questions which were set into two parts (I and II), from which the candidates
were required to choose one question from each part. The candidates were
required to attempt a total of 10 questions

This report analyses the performance of the school candidates in Geography
who sat for the Certificate of Secondary Education Examination (CSEE) in
2012. It aims at giving a feedback to the educational stakeholders on the
performance of the candidates on each question by indicating the task which the
candidates were required to do and their performance.

A total of 396,159 candidates sat for the Geography paper CSEE 2012, out of
which 113,058 (30.5%) passed this examination by obtaining grades A-D. The
candidates who got A — were 0.002 percent, B — were 0.44 percent, C — were
6.5 percent, and D — were 23.6 percent; and the rest 256,853 (69.8%) failed by
obtaining F grade. Generally, student’s performance in Geography paper
(CSEE 2012) was lower than that of 2011 examination, whereas 42.2 percent of
the candidates passed and 57.8 percent failed.

Sample answers to the questions have been extracted from the candidates’
scripts and attached to illustrate their responses. It is expected that the report
will be useful to educational stakeholders and enable teachers and students to
improve the teaching and learning process of Geography.



2.0

2.1

2.1.1

2.1.2

ANALYSIS OF THE CANDIDATE’S PERFORMANCE IN EACH
QUESTION

SECTION A: PHYSICAL AND MATHEMATICAL GEOGRAPHY

Question 1: Multiple Choice

This question consisted of ten multiple choice items. The candidates were
required to choose one correct answer among the five alternatives given.

A total of 95.5 percent of candidates attempted this question, of which 3.1
percent scored 0 mark, 88.6 percent scored between land 5 marks, 3.7 percent
scored between 6 and 8, only 0.2 percent scored 9 which was the highest score
out of the 10 allotted marks.

The multiple choice items which were not answered correctly were items (iii)
and (vii). Item (iii) required the candidates to identify the feature formed due to
rain action characterized by columns of clays capped by boulders. The correct
answer was ‘earth pillars’. However, most candidates opted for ‘gullies’, which
are wide and deep grooves formed when heavy rainfall rushes down a steep
slope, of the land. This indicated that the candidates choose this alternative
because they fail to differentiate the characteristics of gullies with that of earth
pillars.

In item (vii), candidates were required to identify wind erosion process among
the given alternatives. The answer was ‘abrasion’, but most candidates choose
‘attrition” which is erosion process caused either by running water or wave
action. The observed wrong response might have been caused by poor
knowledge on the difference between abrasion and attrition.

Question 2: Matching Items

The question required the candidates to match the statements in list A with the
responses in list B by writing the letter of the correct response beside the
statement number.

It was attempted by 95.1 percent of the candidates, of which 25 percent scored
0, 49.8 percent scored between 1 and 3, and 11.9 percent scored between 4 and
5 out of the 10 allotted marks.

The items which were not matched correctly by most candidates were (i) and
(v). In item (i) the candidates were required to identify the earth’s zone which is
made up of nickel and iron. Majority of the candidates matched it with ‘mantle’
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2.1.3

instead of ‘core’. The observed wrong response might have been caused by the
fact that mantle and core are concentric zones of the earth, thus the candidates
failed to differentiate the two zones. Item (v) required the candidates to select
the term used to the magma which reaches the earth’s surface and solidifies to
form extrusive features. The correct match was ‘lava’. However most of the
candidates matched it with ‘volcano’. It seems that these candidates relate it
with ‘extrusive features’ and opted for ‘volcano’ because a volcano is one of
the extrusive features and confused it with an extruded magma which is lava.

Question 3: Physical Geography

This question had three parts, a, b and c. Part (a) required the candidates to give
the meaning of earthquake, part (b) requirements was to provide a brief
explanation on five effects of earthquakes and part (c) task was to describe four
ways of reducing the risks of earthquakes.

This question was attempted by 82.8 percent of the candidates, of which 30.2
percent scored 0, 59.6 percent scored between 1 and 5 and 1.6 percent scored
between 6 and 7 marks out of the 10 allotted marks. Some of these candidates
were able to give the meaning of earthquake but failed to give detailed
explanation and description of the effects and ways of reducing the risks of
earthquakes. This indicates that the candidates lacked the knowledge of
earthquake.

However, 0.1 percent scored between 8 and 10 out of the 10 allotted marks.
Some of these candidates were able to define earthquake, to explain the effects
of earthquakes and described ways of reducing the risks of earthquakes
correctly. Extract 3 is sample of a candidate who answered the question
correctly.
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2.2.1
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Extract 3 is a sample of a candidate who defined earthquake, outlined the effects
of earthquakes and ways of reducing the risks of earthquakes correctly.

SECTION B: APPLICATION OF STATISTICS, INTRODUCTION TO
RESEARCH AND ELEMENTARY SURVEYING

Question 4: Application of Statistics

The candidates were required to study carefully the hypothetic data of the
export of crops from Tanzania which were provided. The question had two
parts, (a) required the candidates to present the data by using compound bar
graph and part (b) requirement was to explain two advantages and
disadvantages of compound bar graph

The question was attempted by 89.7 percent of the candidates. The
performance was low as 51.7 percent scored 0 marks, 34.9 percent scored
between 1 and 5 out of the 9 allotted marks. Most of these candidates were
able to write the title, advantages and disadvantages of compound bar graph
but failed to compose the graph correctly. This indicates that they lacked
mathematical skills in calculating cumulative totals and application of
appropriate scales as well as statistical skills in drawing graphs

Only 0.4 percent of candidates managed to score 09 out of 09 allotted marks to
the question. These candidates were able to compose the compound bar graph
and explained the advantages of the graph correctly such as; it can be used for
comparison, it gives high visual impression, it can be used to show the trend of

5



2.2.2

export or production and it can be used to present massive data. And its
disadvantages such as, it is time consuming since it involves several variables,
it involves some mathematical calculations, it become difficult to determine the
vertical scale to represent values with a wide range of data and it takes time to
read and interpret the actual values.

Question 5: Introduction to Research

This question had three parts: in part (a) the candidates were required to give
the meaning of sampling techniques as used in research, part (b) demanded the
candidates to explain briefly the concepts applied in sampling such as; a
sample, random sampling, systematic sampling and stratified sampling, and
the last task was to outline the procedures in conducting an interview.

The question was attempted by 70.5 percent of the candidates. The
performance was very low as 98.1 percent scored between 0 and 3 marks, of
which 69.2 percent scored a 00 out of the 09 allotted marks. Those candidates
(98.1%) who scored below 03 out of the 09 allotted marks were able to give
the meaning of sampling techniques, and give partial explanation of few
sampling concepts asked.

Very few candidates (0.1%) scored 05 marks out of the 09 allotted marks.
These candidates managed to define Sampling techniques and explained the
sampling concepts such a sample, random sampling, systematic sampling and
stratified sampling. They also outlined the procedures of conducting an
interview correctly. Extract 5.2 is an example of such response.
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Extract 5 presents a sample of the candidates who managed to define sampling and explained
concepts used in sampling such as a sample, random sampling, systematic sampling and
stratified samplings and was also able to outline the procedures of conducting an interview.
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2.2.3

Question 6: Elementary Surveying

This question required the candidates in part (a) to define the term leveling
survey and state four benefits of leveling survey and the part (b) task was to
explain the essential equipments used in leveling surveying.

The question was attempted by 70.2 percent of the candidates. The
performance in this question was poor with majority of candidates (98.8%)
scoring below 05 marks, of which 44.8 percent scored 0 out of the 09 allotted
marks. Some of these candidates failed to define leveling survey correctly,
instead they defined survey, while others defined chain survey and listed
equipments used in chain survey, and explained the benefits of survey instead
of leveling survey. Extract 6 represent a sample of a poor responses.

Extract 6
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Extract 6.1, presents a sample of the candidate who lacked the knowledge of
leveling survey , she/he failed to define, identify the benefits of leveling survey,
and listed some equipments used in chain surveying instead of those used in
leveling surveying.




2.3

231

Very few candidates (2.3%) scored between 05 and 09 marks of which a
negligible percent of them (10 candidates) scored the full 09 allotted marks.
Some of these candidates managed to define leveling survey as a method of
survey whereby the relative heights of the objects between two points are
determined. They also stated the benefits of leveling survey such as;
determining the elevation of land surface features, used in land use planning,
drawing contour maps and used by engineers in construction purposes.
Furthermore they explained the essential equipments used in leveling survey
like, leveling staff, surveyor’s level, tape measure, theodolite field sheets and
pencil.

SECTION C: MAP READING AND PHOTOGRAPH
INTERPRETATION

Question 7: Map Reading

In this question candidates were provided with a map extract of Korogwe
series Y742 sheet 129/2 and were required in part (a), to describe the relief
of the mapped. In part (b), to calculate the area of the whole map of
Korogwe in Km” by using grid squares. In part (c) to examine the settlement
patterns of the area and in part (d) to express the scale of the map into
statement scale.

The question was attempted by 78 percent of candidates. The general
performance of this question was poor, with majority of the candidates (99.2
%) scoring below 10 marks, among them 40.6 percent scored 0 and 51.6
percent scored between 1 and 5 marks out of the 18 allotted marks. Those
candidates who scored below 05 marks failed to give correct answers in parts
(a) and (b) of the question. In part (a) majority of the candidates failed to
describe the relief of the mapped area instead they mentioned different relief
features and methods of showing relief features on a map, such as, Hill: at
Likoka Hill near G107 there is trigonometrical which show a Hill, Gentle
slope-there are parts whose contours are widened like place around
Morogoro, Steep slopes: there are some places where contours are too near
to each other, example places around MGUHA.

In part (b) majority of candidates failed to identify full squares in the mapped
area of Korogwe, which were 156 and incomplete squares which were 54,
hence failed to get correct answer. The following responses are an example
of such answers.



Full Square - 168,
Half square - % =21

168+21=189
lem = lkm
2

2cm = Xx

1
x=— x2km
2

x=1km|\
Tkmx 11km = Lkm’
189 _ lkm’
189 km’

Very few candidates (0.8%) scored between 10 and 18 marks, of which 0.1
percent scored 13 marks and negligible percentage of them (4 candidates)
scored full 18 allotted marks. Those who scored full marks managed to
describe the relief of mapped area, calculated the area of a whole map of
Korogwe in Km?®, examined the settlement patterns and expressed the scale

of the map into statement scale correctly. Extract 7 presents a sample of
such a response.
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Extract 7.2 indicates the candidate who answered the question correctly
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2.3.2 Question 8: Photograph Interpretation

This question had three parts; the candidates were required to do the
following; in part (a) to name three types of geographical photographs, (b) to
specify the type of geographical photograph which is taken horizontally on
the ground and used in map making and (c) to explain five differences
between the photograph used in map making and topographical maps.

The question was opted by 84.1 percent of the candidates. Majority of
candidate (34.1%) scored below 05 marks, of which 11.4 percent scored 0
marks out of 10 allotted marks.

Very few candidates (10.1%) scored above 05 marks, of which 0.3 percent
scored 10 marks out of the 10 allotted marks. Those who scored full marks
managed to name the three types of photographs, specify the type of
photographical photographs which are taken horizontally on the ground and
are used in map making and also explained five differences between the
photograph mentioned in (b) and topographical maps correctly. Extract 8.1 is
a sample of response that met the requirement of the question.
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Extract 8.1 presents a sample of candidate who named three types of
geographical photographs, specified the types of geographical photographs
which are taken horizontally on ground and used in map making, and
explained five differences between vertical photographs and topographical
maps.

SECTION D: REGIONAL FOCAL STUDIES
Question 9: Tourism Industry

This question required the candidates to explain five negative effects of
tourism in east Africa by using concrete examples.

The question was opted by 63.6 percent of the candidates and majority of
them 78.5 percent scored below 5 marks of which 19.8 percent scored 0
marks out of the 10 allotted marks.

The candidates who performed poorly in this question failed to understand
the demand of the question. Some candidates explained problems facing
tourism such as poor transport and communication facilities, language
barrier, poor infrastructures, and lack of capital to invest in tourist industry,
while others discussed the economic importance of tourism.

On the other hand, 21.5 percent of the candidates scored between 5 and 10
out of the 10 allotted marks. The candidates who performed well provided
detailed responses on negative effects of tourism such as; erosion of
traditional values, spread of communicable diseases, environmental
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pollution, acceleration of terrorism, land degradation, depletion of some of
the animals and plant species and may affect the other economic sector to
develop. Extract 9.2 illustrates this point.
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In extract 9.2 the candidate provided the correct answers with examples and
expressed him/her self well in English Language.

2.4.2 Question 10: Transport

The question required the candidates to elaborate eight reasons indicating
why the transportation sector is important to the economy of Tanzania.

The question was opted by few candidates (14.4%) and the majority
(80.3%) scored below 05 which was half of the full marks, of which 31.1
percent scored 0 out of the 10 allotted marks. Some of the candidates who
scored below 3 marks failed totally to understand the demand of the
question, while other candidates pointed out one or two importance of
transportation such as the movement of goods and people from one place to
another but concentrated on elaborating the same by mentioning movements
of different types of goods as separate/additional points and hence scored
few marks. Extract 10.1 is an example of the candidate who performed
poorly.

18



Extract 10.1
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In extract 10.1 the candidate concentrated on explaining the transportation of
different things such as people, raw materials, goods and teachers and ended up
scoring one mark.
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On the other hand, few candidates (13%) scored between 05 and 09 marks.
These candidates elaborated importance of transportation sector to the
economy of Tanzania such as; facilitation of the movement of factors of
production; stimulation of the growth of towns/cities; provision of
employment; facilitation of the transfer of raw materials and goods; earning
of foreign currency; stimulation of the development of other sectors;
improvement of social services and stimulation of the international
cooperation. Extract 10.2 shows a sample answer of a candidate who
answered the question relatively well.

Extract 10.2

10

| vaeus  muans o

1l M ™ zc&ncn}_%’ Janganid

1 Avadla [a/;m&j and _poye men f aUx goods and

| deavates émmﬂ,ﬂwﬁ,u

<_(&nmumd fena /)eo/)& ot _yarwts qoodc and cervecs Brocols

PG fmﬂ%uor/ﬂfrﬂ‘n ard bgelnr ' fhy He _catiqachon o himan
D [6)

lnaecl  hina it e un/w;v‘an/ D B elonory -

o Trouv < Dérfal‘mn “& 7%1 avem et @Lz 7/140/%/

jO@dJ@/ oS limm _©ne p/acﬂ fo (moﬁu /a( Ll

nj/jé)/;/q,[(()ﬂ Ir Bt Jﬁcfo? /2 ,{Qﬂf/)df f'
alion gyl /JQJ bl Z/lL/(O/ ek Zlc Ma  deonem. j o# /__A;g:(u&
feno T+ 1 yere Lm witanf 0 _ewr vedh 4 varbuc dcuﬂq activiheg

»ﬁﬂw ore ‘/‘wcm(zp&w7’cd*/m—>~ Kclor  pac B ,(@Z/%tn(] ‘/077/)0%{’&.17(_(

A produae’ T o Thay axe

S/

| Pruwdien A/ Lmp o tunt eppw z‘um lwse , Thwowh
Freun (I)Q]{‘le_[”’ pr G an 4 7/&‘@j/;/ d/p \JZ?EL
A 2 em{) oy ed ac W) s gn4_£dk g |

s gt ﬁ_énqéw femp ane o _earnn incomu ax  pomy  which
will pe ahle t accct ham Z/tu ('n qel(mg AL _or /zar_ZaJ(c needs .

and Tut  will clscrease pc'w/' amc/ rade aw 2canonsy -

(7{1)2/&{?6/1 e{ /ﬁl‘om.ﬁ ﬁ; /7] qay,unﬁ/dﬂf

f/i/m.crh ZZaﬁi/)dJ)/CLtlo/?, e, /7\4 pamen? o &cmfp and tox T
/Lﬂ/pf /ZL q«wnﬁrunf fc‘{mr Loy | asd /%Erf,(e}/? Tha

LN o collw‘ed 4 haan Lg(,‘a‘d%o; _ha b!:/uxu‘ o T wun‘[w
C —J

tnc[udj rau:? e ﬂcnom e

20



6" /

(f C/-#Q,/M ,/QV//_Q_@:V /‘)/’/O/Jdlr[f/f wh/(/w (( /ZL\E
01./7/[/]:{ Z ////zyOzUQ/.( llf{' o éjm/_?w qu /J/\C;U fe VCI/T;/Z\('/’
J (n Cal 0

o0 Thow oconpouc aoly whil ard g0 wit bqufpgg_r{cg//dn -

("(IAGMWS are //Ao ONef 1@,/70 O/\é,ia/# or waork

ana_:?;lt o r Mo lab- //ﬂw/)& (v eV {yp‘m” o f/ace ,,éjﬂgwq'//w/
f

Lo cuo//my pUipart . Henu it ancrasas T éemréqurn&;/{\( ,F(cm(j/uj

/mqp/)@(/a?//m creatts  connechone  beliern

" /’)/fwg (e counteas - [or anstane My Ao Trangperfohon |

i hings connechioy  belween coun budf ,  who b]___;/_/zwh
VU

v ok

o

Muo k“m/)m;(,y‘mn& ona Mun'hﬂ an /lz//) /%L Oﬁﬂ_l ﬁb ac
pme e y L

*

,offawa/,wp r 7‘#%—.{90?@ o

munt | Om ffant ¢

Foa

lronspriahen, jacditalic T cofoprunt

|t 2/L"//y ;Qg[/ W’J%-Q(’,[’uﬂ Qﬁ;ﬂd(j]}] buna o LU(/(
in é/M/;U fa  qrowlh o) (ndustuit (e Tay rud

8 elulbid g sl oy W GRS ol TPl |

v Fak
frauns por falion” 5o as o Ju///)[x// e mawém??ug& or
[)VUQ(,(,(uJ j@CZf frrom M _industy T fo peaple- Ard
bano ! viie i eeonond ¢ o wowdliy
N /
)  And dw Lo all” few ,éfﬁ%,dx that
ant hru(j/uf ? ZZr,o,r'J/!qr:/SJ;_(fM, Tan d & advind

rcuntain an

_ (g[auﬁ/of /ﬂn;pw and well Ty orflion
{tysher B encets, T gyeelive dulaibuicn g qdsa! & J

ig“'@?u&ec [cjjg{Zg/z a,//Z b maument oy, ,[wasz ﬁmm oy

.70

U /
laa fo amcter | and thus will bad fo s duwelopm-|

_;Ul/f a/ /107Z 0/?/(,,,,[,/‘# £enonu ¢ Q @_LmUj ézu“ a/‘fo,,,fé‘d\
J /)

bl Treal - i d
,,Ccunfzy U?( 7 nagal - , s

In extract 10.2 the candidate managed to identify and elaborate the
importance of transportation sector to the economy of Tanzania.
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2.4.3 Question 11: Environmental Issues and Management

The candidates were required to explain eight environmental problems
related to the rapid population growth.

Few candidates (41.7%) opted this question, of which 25.3 percent scored 0,
49.3 scored between 1 and 3 and 13.3 scored between 4 and 5 out of 10
allotted marks for this question.

The candidates who performed poorly could not identify eight (08)
environmental problems related to the rapid population growth. Some of
them explained the general impact of population growth and others
elaborated the environmental factors influencing distribution of population.
Extract 11.1 is a sample of the responses of the candidates who did the
question poorly.

Extract 11.1
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In the extract 11.1 the candidate combined different factors, some of which affect
population distribution such as; climatic conditions, infrastructure, soil fertility while
others affect population change such as; high death rate and infant mortality rate.
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A total of 7.2 percent of the candidates scored between 06 and 08 marks, of
which only 0.1 percent scored 08 which was the highest score out the 10
allotted marks.

Those few candidates who performed relatively well could identify and
explain the problems related to the rapid population growth such as; over use
of natural resources; serious soil erosion; spread of diseases, complication of
conservation and waste management activities; destruction of water resources
and reduction of the area for natural habitat. Extract 11.2 is a sample of
candidate’s good response.
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In extract 11.1 the candidate explained the environmental problems related
to the rapid population growth. Some of his/her points are repetition of
other points such as land degradation and land exhaustion; deforestation
and burning of vegetation.
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2.4.4 Question 12: Human Population

The question required the candidates to (a) describe five objectives of
conducting census in a country and (b) explain three limitations of census in
African countries.

This question was opted by 34 percent of the candidates of which 16 percent
scored 0, 62 percent scored between 1 and 5 out of 10 allotted marks. Some of
these candidates misinterpreted characteristics of census such as universality
within a specified territory, periodicity, specificity, individual enumeration
and simultaneity instead of the objectives of census. Other candidates who
scored zero could neither describe the objectives of conducting census nor
explain the limitations of census in African countries, they wrote irrelevant
information.

On the other hand 17 percent of the candidates scored between 6 and 9.5
marks, of which only 0.1 percent scored 9.5 which was the highest score out
of the 10 allotted marks. Those candidates who did well in this question
managed to describe the objectives of conducting census in a country and
identified the limitations of census in African countries such as; lack of fund;
problem of omission of some members of the family; low awareness in some
African communities, language barrier, political instability due to civil wars,
and problem of transportation and remoteness of some places. Extract 12 .2
illustrates this point.

Extract 12.2
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In extract 12.2 the candidates showed the understanding of the requirement of
the question although he/she used a wrong word for enumeration. He/she
used ‘account’ instead of count. It has been observed that most of the
candidates had a problem in expressing themselves in English Language.

29



3.0

4.0

CONCLUSION

The performance of Geography paper for the Certificate of Secondary
Education Examination (CSEE) for school candidates in 2012 was relatively
fair.

As it has been noted in this report that, candidates’ poor quality of the
responses was influenced by one or a combination of the following reasons;
in ability of the candidate to identify the requirement of the questions; lack
of knowledge of the concepts related to questions; in ability in using English
language; incompetency in different skills such as mathematics, drawing and
writing.

Failure to identify the requirement of the questions and misinterpretation was
a serious limitation of performance observed in most candidates’ responses
in many questions.

RECOMMENDATIONS

In order to improve the performance of prospective candidates, it is
recommended that:

(a) Teachers should make sure that all topics are well covered in
so that candidates can be knowledgeable in all specified areas
according to the syllabus.

(b)  Practical activities in different topics such as Research,
Survey, Statistics and Map reading should be conducted by
students.

(c)  Students should be encouraged to improve different skills such
as mathematical, drawing, writing and transfer of knowledge.

(d)  Students should be encouraged to use English language in their
day to day communication so as to improve their language

proficiency.

(e)  Teachers are advised to guide the students on how to identify
the task/requirement in a given questions.
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