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FOREWORD 
The National Examinations Council of Tanzania is pleased to issue the 2014 
Examiners’ Report on the performance of the candidates in the Certificate of 
Secondary Education Examination (CSEE) in the Geography subject. This report 
has been prepared so as to provide feedback to the candidates, teachers, policy 
makers and other stakeholders on how the candidates answered the questions. The 
candidates’ responses indicate the extent to which the topics were covered and 
understood by the candidates in their four years of Secondary Education. 
 

In this report, issues which contributed to candidates’ good/poor performance in 
each question have been analysed. The analysis presented in this report is intended 
to contribute toward the understanding of some of the reasons behind the 
performance of candidates in Geography subject. This report highlights some of 
the factors that made the candidates perform well in some questions. Such factors 
include enough knowledge on subject matters, ability to identify task of the 
questions, good mathematical, drawing and essay writing skills. On the other hand, 
the report highlights factors that made some candidates to score low marks in some 
questions such factors includes inabilities to identify the task of the questions, lack 
of enough knowledge on the topic(s), lack of mathematical, drawing, essay writing 
skills and poor masterly of English language. The analysis of each question has 
been done and the strengths and weaknesses shown by the candidates in answering 
the questions have been exposed. 
 

The National Examinations Council of Tanzania believes that this feedback will 
enable different education stakeholders to take the right measures to improve the 
teaching and learning processes as a remedy to the weaknesses identified in this 
report. Moreover, the National Examinations Council of Tanzania believes that if 
all the recommendations given in this report will be addressed accordingly, the 
prospective candidates will be equipped with relevant skills and knowledge which 
in turn will enable them to pass their examination. 
 

Finally, the National Examinations Council of Tanzania would like to express its 
appreciation to various people who played a key role in the preparation of this 
report. The Examinations Council will appreciate comments and suggestions from 
the teachers, students and other education stakeholders which will help to improve 
the future Examiners’ reports. 
 
      
 

Dr . Charles E. Msonde 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

The Certificate of Secondary Education Examination (CSEE) 2014 in 
Geography paper covered the 2005 syllabus and adhered to the 2008 
Examination Format. The paper consisted of four (4) sections namely; A, B, 
C and D. Questions in section A, B and C were compulsory. Sections A and 
B had three questions and section C had two (2) questions. Section D was 
comprised of four (4) essay type questions which were set into two parts and 
the candidates were required to choose one question from each part. The 
candidates were required to attempt a total of 10 questions. 

This report analyses the performance of the candidates in Geography subject 
who sat for the Certificate of Secondary Education Examination (CSEE) in 
2014. It aims at giving feedback to the education stakeholders on the 
performance of the candidates on each question by indicating their 
performance, what the candidates were required to do and their strengths 
and weaknesses in their responses. 

The number of candidates who sat for this paper in November 2014 was 
339,600 of which 37.95 percent passed. The majority of candidates (62.1%) 
failed in this examination by scoring grade E (40.58%) and F (21.43%). 
However, this performance shows an increase of 4.11 percent when compared 
to the CSEE 2013 performance in Geography Examination in which only 
33.84 percent of the 351,639 candidates passed and 66.10 percent failed. The 
tables below show the 2013 and 2014 candidates’ grades.  

 
Table 1: Candidates’ Grades in CSEE 2014, Geography Examination 

Grade A B+ B C D E F 
% of candidates 0.02 1.68 6.94 17.03 12.28 40.58 21.43 

 
Table 2: Candidates’ Grades in CSEE 2013, Geography Examination 

Grade A B+ B C D E F 
% of candidates 0.01 0.65 3.38 10.80 18.99 23.92 42.18 

 

Samples of the candidates' responses have been extracted from the 
candidates' scripts and attached to illustrate their responses. It is expected 
that the report will be useful to education stakeholders and will enable 
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teachers and students to improve the teaching and learning of Geography 
Subject. 
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2.0 ANALYSIS OF THE CANDIDATES PERFORMANCE IN EACH 
QUESTION 

2.1 Section A: Physical and Mathematical Geography 
2.1.1 Question 1 - Multiple Choice Items 

This question consisted of 10 multiple choice items constructed from 
physical and mathematical Geography topics which are taught in form one 
and form three. The candidates were required to choose the correct answer 
among the given alternatives. Each item worth 1 mark making a total of 10 
marks. 

This question was attempted by 98.1 percent of all the candidates of which 
16.4 percent scored a 0 mark, 78.5 percent scored from 1 to 4.5 marks and 
5.1 percent scored from 5 to 9 out of 10 marks allotted for the question.  

Generally the performance of the candidates in this question was poor. The 
following analysis shows the strengths and weaknesses of the candidates' 
responses in each item. 

Item (i) required the candidates to differentiate between zeugens and 
yardangs. The candidates who chose a correct answer A “position of the 
rock strata” were aware of wind erosional features specifically, the 
arrangement of rock layers (strata). However, those who chose distractors 
B “position of the rock in the slope” C “place of formation”, D “colour of 
the rock on which they are formed” and E “the type of rock on which they 
are formed” failed to understand that both zeugens and yardangs are wind 
erosional features which are found on the earth's surface, have the same 
colour and type of the rock, but they differ in arrangement of their rock 
layers. Zeugens rock layers are arranged horizontally while in yardangs 
layers are arranged vertically. Such candidates proved to have limited 
knowledge on structural arrangement of rock layers in desert landscape. 

Item (ii) required the candidates to identify the name given to an old stage 
of the river among the given options. The candidates who chose a correct 
answer C “plain stage” were familiar with the stages of river development 
and associated names given in each stage. On the other hands, some 
candidates who chose D “Mature Stage” probably related the term 
“mature” with “old” because mature means grown-up/older. Likewise the 
term old means aged/mature but in the river development stages, mature 
and old stages are referred to as valley and plain stages respectively. 
However the candidates who chose A “Valley stage” B “Torrent stage” E 
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“Youthful stage” though they probably had an idea that these were stages 
of river development but they were not familiar with specific names 
associated in each stage. 

Item (iii) required the candidates to identify the correct date in which a 
summer solstice occurs in the Northern hemisphere. The candidates who 
chose a correct answer E “21st June” had knowledge on the seasons of the 
year which result from the revolution of the earth. The candidates who 
opted for A “23rd September”, B “21st September”, C “22nd December” and 
D “21st March” might had a general knowledge on the revolution of the 
earth but they failed to identify the specific date for the occurrence of 
summer solstice in the Northern hemisphere. 

Item (iv) required the candidates to give a reason as to why Stevenson's box 
is painted by white colour. The candidates who opted for correct answer A 
“improve insulation” had knowledge about the effects of direct sun rays on 
the Weather Station. On the other side the candidates who chose distractors  
B "be seen clearly" and  C "decorate it" were  probably trapped by the 
reason that white colour shines and attracts to the extent of being seen 
clearly but they failed to reveal a specific motive of painting the white 
colour on Stevenson's box. Moreover  the candidates who opted for 
distractor D “allow thermometers to be placed” and E “allow movement of 
air” failed to understand the specific reason which make Stevenson's box to 
be painted with white colour thus they confused the rationale of the white 
colour on the box with the general descriptions of the Stevenson's box. 

Item (v) required the candidates to give an alternative name of stony desert.  
The candidates who were able to choose the correct answer B “reg” were 
familiar with an alternative name of stony desert which is an extensive 
stretch of low lying land in a desert region covered with small pebbles and 
gravel. However, some candidates were probably attracted by option A 
“hamada” and B “erg” because both are alternative names of the types of 
desert surface whereby hamada is called rocky desert and erg is a sandy 
desert while those who opted for C “barchan” and E “rock pedestal” might 
have confused types of desert surface with features formed by wind action 
in the deserts.  

Item (vii) required the candidates to identify two lateral forces which act 
away from each other. The candidates who opted for correct answer E 
“Tension forces” were knowledgeable about forces which operates along a 
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horizontal plane within the earth's surface in opposite directions. Those 
who opted for B “Orogenic forces” failed to understand that Orogenic 
forces act within the earth’s crust either horizontally or vertically while 
those who opted for distractor A “Horizontal forces” failed to understand 
that horizontal forces include both tensional and compresional forces which 
operate within the earth's surface. Moreover, the candidates who opted for 
distractor C “Vertical forces” failed to understand that vertical forces are 
upwards and downwards forces and those who chose distractor D 
"Compression forces" failed to understand that compressional forces act 
towards each other.  

Item (viii) required the candidates to identify the process which turn water 
vapour into water droplets. The candidates who chose the correct answer D 
"Condensation" were aware of the process of rain formation in which water 
changes from gaseous state to liquid. This occurs when air become 
saturated. The candidates who opted for A “Evaporation”, B “Convection”, 
C “Saturation” and E “Transpiration” might have been attracted by these 
distractors because both are involved in the whole process of rainfall 
formation but their difference is that, evaporation is a process by which 
water changes directly into vapour or gas, convection is a method of heat 
transfer caused by the movement of air and saturation is a condition in 
which the atmosphere cannot sustain additional water vapour while 
transpiration is a process whereby plants loose moisture through the 
stomata on leaves surfaces. Thus distractors A, B, C and E are not 
processes which turn water vapour into water droplets rather they are 
involved in the whole process of rainfall formation.  

Item (ix) required the candidates to identify the feature produced by ice 
action as a result of both erosional and depositional activities from the 
given options. The candidates who opted for the correct answer C “Erratic” 
were aware that erratic is a boulder carried by a glacier or an ice-sheet and 
deposited where the ice melts normally away from its source. The 
candidates who chose option A “Arête” B “Hanging valley” and D 
“Cirque” were not aware that, such features result from erosional activities 
but their formation do not involve deposition action while the candidates 
who opted for E associated “Roche Mountonee” with deposition features 
since it is found in the glaciated low land in which depositional features are 
found but in real sense this feature does not involve depositional process.   
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Item (x) required the candidates to identify the name of earthquake waves 
that travel within the earth's crust. The correct answer was E “Body waves” 
which was chosen by the candidates who were aware that body waves 
travel within the earth's crust. The candidates who opted for A “focus” and  
B “epicentre” probably associated these terms with earthquakes but a focus 
is the place where earthquakes waves originate and epicentre is the place 
where earthquake waves emerge therefore in real sense  both have nothing 
to do with movement of earthquake waves. The candidates who chose C 
“seismic” and D “surface waves” failed to understand where surface and 
seismic waves pass. Moreover, some candidates who opted for distractor D 
“surface waves” were probably attracted by the presence of the word 
"waves" in the question but surface waves are light waves travelling at the 
top of the earth's crust (i.e. lithosphere) and not within the earth's surface. 

2.1.2 Question 2 - Matching Items 

The question required the candidates to match items (i-v) in list A with 
responses in list B by writing the letter of the correct response beside the 
item number. The responses in part B were A “Laccoliths” B “Caldera” C 
“Sills” D “Volcano” E “Lava” G “Dyke” H “Cone let” I “Batholiths” and J 
“Lava cones”. Each item carried 1 mark making a total of five (5) marks in 
this question. 

This question was attempted by 98.1 percent of all candidates of which 
30.5 percent scored a 0 mark, 59 percent scored from 1 to 3 marks and only 
10.5 percent scored from 4 to 5 of the allocated marks. The trend of the 
performance shows that the question had an average performance. The 
following analysis shows how candidates performed in each item. 

Item (i) required the candidates to identify the name for a mass of magma 
which has emerged on the earth's surface. The candidates who managed to 
match the correct option E “Lava” had knowledge that molten material is 
called magma when it is below the earth’s surface but when it reaches the 
surface of the earth is called lava. However some candidates opted for 
distractor D “Volcano” which is closely related to lava because both 
originate from magma but volcano is a solidified heap of lava. The 
candidates who chose other distractors had limited knowledge on the 
concept of magma since such distractors have no any relationship with 
magma. 
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Item (ii) required the candidates to identify the proper name of a wall like 
feature which is formed when magma cuts across a bedding plane. The 
candidates who matched it with a correct option G “Dyke” had knowledge 
that dyke is a mass of solidified magma that cut across or discordant a 
bedding plane in a wall like feature. However, some candidates opted for 
distractor C “Sills” which is closely related to dyke probably due to the fact 
that both “Sills” and "Dykes" are intrusive volcanic features but sills are 
formed horizontally along the bedding plane while dykes are formed 
vertically across the bedding plane. Other distractors which were chosen 
were irrelevant to the question. 

Item (iii) required the candidates to identify the proper name of a sheet of 
magma which lies along a bedding plane. The candidates who managed to 
match it with correct option C “Sills” were familiar that a sill is a horizontal 
lied solidified magma between the bedding planes of rocks. However, the 
candidates who opted for distractor G “Dyke” which is closely related to 
“Sills”, failed to understand that a dyke is formed across the bedding plane 
and not along the bedding plane. The candidates who opted for other 
options had limited knowledge since such options were irrelevant to the 
item. 

Item (iv) required the candidates to identify the name of a large mass of 
magma which often forms the root of a mountain. The candidates who 
matched it with correct answer I “Batholiths” had knowledge that a 
batholiths are large dome-shaped masses of igneous rock usually granite, 
extending down to great depth, resulting from the intrusion of magma. The 
candidates who opted for A “Laccoliths” might have confused laccoliths 
with batholiths. This confusion might have been caused by the fact that 
laccolith and batholith are intrusive volcanic features but the former lies 
near the earth's surface while batholiths extend down to great depth. The 
candidates who opted for other distractors had limited knowledge of 
intrusive volcanic features. 

Item (v) required the candidates to identify a correct name for a dome-
shaped feature formed when magma push up the overlaying layers. The 
candidates who managed to match with the correct response A “Laccoliths” 
had knowledge that laccoliths is an intrusive volcanic features resulting 
from magma intruding stratified rocks and raising the overlying strata into 
an arm chair like shape near the earth's surface. The candidates who opted 
for I “Batholith” might have confused batholiths with A “Laccoliths” since 
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both are formed within the earth's surface but they differ in appearance and 
places of their locations. Those who opted for other distractors obviously 
had limited knowledge on the nature of eruption of intrusive volcanic 
features. 

2.1.3 Question 3 - Physical Geography 

This question had two parts (a) and (b). Part (a) required the candidates to 
explain four mechanisms developed by plants in semi-arid regions to adapt 
drought conditions while part (b) required the candidates to describe the 
characteristics of equatorial forest. The total marks allocated for this 
question were 10. The question was attempted by 98.1 percent of all 
candidates in which 67 percent scored a 0 mark, 28.4 percent scored from 1 
to 4 marks and 4.6 percent scored from 5 to 10 marks. This question was 
performed poorly. 

The candidates who scored a 0 mark provided irrelevant responses in both 
parts of the question, for example part (a) which instructed them to explain 
four mechanisms developed by plants in semi-arid regions to adapt drought 
conditions, some of the candidates mentioned processes of rain formation 
while others explained causes of drought such as; deforestation, burning of 
bushes and grasses. These candidates were probably attracted by the word 
drought condition which appeared in the question. Others candidates 
explained ways of improving agriculture like availability of capital, 
availability of labour and good storage facilities. Such candidates were 
probably attracted by the word “plants” which appeared in the question 
hence associated it with agriculture.  

In part (b) these candidates failed to describe characteristics of equatorial 
forest, for instance some explained the advantages of forests such as; 
source of timber, attracts rainfall and provide charcoal while others 
explained on characteristics of equatorial climate such as; high rainfall, 
high temperature and high humidity. These candidates failed to 
differentiate between characteristics and advantages also they confused 
between characteristics of equatorial forest and equatorial climate. Extract 
3.1 is an example of such poor responses.  
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Extract 3.1  

 

Extract 3.1 is a sample of the response from a candidate who provided 
irrelevant answers by mentioning processes of rain formation instead of 
mechanisms developed by plants in semi-arid regions to adapt drought 
condition and provided the importance of forest instead of characteristics 
of equatorial forest. 

Among the candidates who scored from 1 to 4 marks, had partial 
knowledge on the subject matter. Their strengths in responses were such as 
mentioning correct points on mechanisms developed by plants to adapt 
drought conditions in semi-arid regions in part (a) and mentioning only few 
characteristics of equatorial forest without any explanations in part (b). The 
weaknesses of these candidates were failure to give correct explanations on 
the mechanism developed by plants in semi-arid regions to adopt drought 
condition in part (a). Moreover, they mixed up the description on 
characteristics of equatorial climate with equatorial forests in part (b).  

The candidates who scored from 5 to 10 marks managed to answer the 
question relatively correct. They explained four mechanisms developed by 
plants in semi-arid regions to adapt drought conditions such as; 
development of long roots, development of special storage organs, 
developing special leaves, developing hard barks to prevent water loss and 
production of seeds which are dormant for years until rain falls. 
Furthermore, they were able to provide relevant descriptions of the 
characteristics of equatorial forest such as; they are evergreen trees with 
broad leaves, dominated by hardwood trees, contain great varieties of 
plants which are closed together and its forests consists three layers. The 
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variation of their marks was caused by difference in strengths of their 
answers. Extract 3.2 is an example of a correct response.  

Extract 3.2 
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Extract 3.2 is an example of a  response from  a candidate who explained 
four mechanisms developed by plants in semi-arid regions to adapt 
drought conditions. Moreover he/she was able to describe the 
characteristics of equatorial forest relatively correct. 
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2.2 SECTION B: Application of statistics, Introduction to Research and 
Elementary  Surveying  

2.2.1  Question 4 - Application of Statistics  

This Question required the candidates to study the table provided which 
shows agriculture production in Tanzania from 2000 to 2006 in '000 
tonnes then answer the given questions. The question had two parts (a) and 
(b). In part (a) the candidates were required to present the data by using a 
grouped line graph while in part (b) the candidates were required to 
comment on the nature of production. Total marks allocated for this 
question were 9.  

The question was attempted by 98.1 percent of all the candidates of which 
26.1 percent scored a 0 mark, 46.1 percent scored from 1 to 4 marks and 
27.8 percent scored from 5 to 9 marks. The general performance in this 
question was average. 

The responses of candidates who scored a 0 mark levelled several 
weaknesses such as presenting the data using compound bar graph, 
divergent bar graph and pie charts in part (a) and explaining how some 
crops are used such as, maize is used for food while tobacco and coffee are 
used for drinks in part (b). Extract 4.1 is an example of such a poor 
response.  
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 Extract 4.1 

 

Extract 4.1 is a part of the answer of the candidate who presented the data 
by using compound bar graph and failed to comment on the nature of 
production.  
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Some candidates who scored 1 to 4 marks had some strength in their 
responses as they were able to present the data by using a grouped line 
graph and provided comments on only one crop on the trend of production 
but they failed to write appropriate title and present a grouped line graph. 
Furthermore, they mixed up vertical and horizontal scale, dependant and 
independent variables. Moreover, they provided partial comments on the 
nature of production. Variations of their strengths and weaknesses caused 
their scores to range from 1 to 4 marks. 

The candidates who scored from 5 to 9 marks managed to present the data 
by using a grouped line graph with consideration of all the important 
requirements such as relevant title, X and Y axis, scale (both Vertical and 
Horizontal), correct graph presentation, key and relevant comments on the 
trend of agriculture production. However their marks range from 5 to 9 
depending on the clarity of their answers. Extract 4.2 is an example of a 
candidate who performed well in this question. 
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Extract 4.2 
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Extract 4.2 indicates a response from a candidate who answered the 
question relatively correct by drawing a grouped line graph, inserting a 
title, X and Y axis, scale (both Vertical and Horizontal) and a key. Also 
he/she provided relevant comments on the nature of production. 
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2.2.2 Question 5 - Introduction to Research 

This question was composed of three parts in which the candidates were to 
(a) define research problem, (b) name four sources of research problem and 
(c) explain four characteristics of research problem. Total marks allocated 
for this question were 9. 

The analysis of the performance in this question shows that 98.1 percent of 
the candidates attempted this question whereby 78.1 percent scored a 0 
mark, 21 percent scored from 1 to 4 marks and very few candidates (0.9%) 
scored from 5 to 9 marks. The general performance of this question was 
poor. 

The candidates who scored a 0 mark provided irrelevant responses, for 
example in part (a) some of them defined the term research problem as 
problems which are taking place during collection of data while others 
misunderstood the question by defining the term problem instead of 
research problems. Possibly such candidates were influenced by the word 
problem which was in the stem of the question. Likewise those who defined 
research instead of research problem might have been attracted by the word 
research hence this confusion led them to misconceive the question 
demand. In part (b) some mentioned stages of conducting research and 
mentioned types of research such as basic and applied research while others 
explained on methods of collecting data in research like interview and 
questionnaire. Moreover in part (c) some explained the importance of 
research and objectives of research while others explained on the problems 
facing a researcher in the process of conducting research. Failure to 
understand the demands of the question caused these candidates to provide 
such wrong responses. Extract 5.1 is an example of such responses. 
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Extract 5.1  

 

Extract 5.1 is a sample of candidates' responses who defines research 
problem as difficulties, moreover she/he provided irrelevant responses in 
part (b) and (c).  

The candidates who scored from 1 to 4 marks were not much familiar with 
research topic for example, they managed to produce relatively well, all or 
either of the following, define research problem and explain some 
characteristics of research problem and mention few sources of research 
problems. However, they failed to give the required sources of research 
problem and to give the required number of characteristics of research 
problem as the question demanded. These weaknesses caused their scores 
to be not more than 4 marks.  
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The candidates who managed to score from 5 to 9 marks had good 
knowledge of on the subject matter, for instance they were able to define 
research problem as an idea of interest or question which a researcher needs 
to investigate so as to determine the hidden truth. Moreover they managed 
to provide four sources of research problem such as personal experience, 
literature review, and practical issues in the society, induction from 
theories, technology and information from experts. These candidates were 
able to explain characteristics of research problem such as being 
researchable, clear and precise, ethical and carrying theoretical and 
practical significance. However, the clarity of their answers differed 
leading to the variations of their marks from 5 to 9. Extract 5.2 is an 
example of the response of the candidate who performed well. 

Extract 5.2  
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Extract 5.2 represents a sample from a candidate who managed to define 
research problem, name four sources of research problems and explain 
four characteristics of research problem. 

2.2.3 Question 6 - Elementary Surveying 

This question had two parts (a) and (b); in part (a) candidates were 
required to give the meaning of chain survey while in part (b) candidates 
were required to give the main use of the equipments used in a simple 
chain survey such as (i) Pegs, (ii) Cross staff, (iii) Arrows, (iv) Tape, (v) 
Chain, (vi) Ranging rods, (vii) Field sheet and (viii) An optical square.  
The total marks allotted for this question were 9. 

The question was attempted by 98.1 percent of all the candidates of which 
26.1 percent scored a 0 mark, 48.3 percent scored from 1 to 4 marks and 
25.6 percent scored from 5 to 9 marks. This question had an average 
performance.  



21 
	
  

	
  

The candidates who scored a 0 mark failed to define chain survey and to 
give the main use of the equipments used in simple chain survey. Some 
candidates defined a chain instead of chain survey while others gave the 
meaning of survey. Such candidates might have been attracted by the word 
chain and survey. Moreover some candidates misunderstood the question 
by drawing the equipments used in chain survey instead of giving the uses 
of simple chain survey equipments while others gave incorrect 
explanations on the uses of such equipments. Extract 6.1 demonstrates the 
candidates' weaknesses in this question. 
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  Extract 6.1  

 

Extract 6.1 is a sample of a response from candidate who provided wrong 
definition of chain survey and incorrect explanations on the uses of simple 
chain survey's equipments.  

The candidates who scored from 1 to 4 marks showed some strength in 
their answers which make them to differ with the previous group. They 
were able to define the concept of chain survey in part (a) and in part (b) 
they gave few correct uses of simple survey equipments. The observed 
weaknesses in their responses were grammatical errors in defining chain 
survey and giving wrong uses on some of the equipments used in simple 
chain survey. However variation of clarity in their responses made their 
marks to range from 1 to 4 marks.  
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The candidates who scored from 5 to 9 marks managed to give the 
meaning of chain survey relatively correct. Furthermore, they were able to 
explain correctly the function of simple survey equipments such as; (i) 
Pegs: which is used for marking permanent position or station during the 
surveying process, (ii) Chain/tape: which is used for measuring distance, 
(iii) Arrows: which are used for marking points on the ground, (iv) Cross 
staff:  which is used to measure angles from the line of traverse, (v) Field 
sheet: which is used for recording field work information, (vi) Ranging 
poles/rods: which  are used for ranging purpose and (vii) Optical square: 
which is used for marking offsets at right angles from the line of traverse. 
However, candidates’ scores in this group varied from 5 to 9 marks 
depending on the quality of their responses. Extract 6.2 is a sample of the 
candidate who performed well.  

   Extract 6.2. 

 

Extract 6.2 indicates a sample of responses from a candidate who 
provided a relatively correct definition of chain survey and gave relevant 
uses of simple chain survey equipments.  
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2.3 SECTION C: Map Reading and Photography Interpretation 
2.3.1 Question 7. Map Reading and Interpretation 

The Question required the candidates to study the map extract of Songwe 
River (Sheet 244/3) and to: (a) Calculate the area covered by forest in Km2 
by using grid square method, (b) Measure the length of railway line from 
grid references 040118 to 130122, (c) Describe the nature of the relief of 
the area, (d) Name four physical features found on the map and (e) Suggest 
three economic activities by giving evidences from the map. 

The question aimed at making the candidates participates actively in map 
work activities such as, observing, measuring, recording, calculating and 
use the information obtained to answer the questions asked. The total marks 
allocated for this question were 18. 

The question was attempted by 98.1 percent of all the candidates of which 
12 percent scored a 0 mark, 47.7 percent scored from 1 to 5 marks, 33.1 
percent scored from 6 to 10 marks and 7.2 percent scored from 11 to 18 
marks. The general performance of this question was average. 

The candidates who scored a 0 mark failed to score any mark in both parts 
of the question. In part (a) the candidates failed to identify the total number 
of full and half squares. Moreover, they failed to calculate the area covered 
by forest in km2...  

In part (b) they were unable to measure the length of the railway line and 
they failed to apply the formula of calculating the actual ground distances 
of the railway line. Some of them got wrong map distance while others 
used the formula for calculating area of an irregular shape by using grid 
square method. 

In part (c) they failed to describe the nature of relief of the given area by 
assessing contours’ heights, arrangements and trend of slope. Some 
mentioned weather roads and plantations while others mentioned hills and 
rivers instead of high lands which was the correct answer.  

In part (d) the candidates were not able to identify physical features found 
on the map. Some mentioned essentials of the map such as a key, north 
direction, margin and scale while others failed completely to name any 
physical features found on the map. 
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In part (e) the candidates were not able to suggest with evidences from the 
map the economic activities. Some of them responded on social services 
such as; schools, hospitals, religious centres like churches and mosques 
while others defined the word economic activity. These responses show 
that such candidates lacked knowledge and skills of map reading and 
Interpretation. Extract 7.1 is an example of the response of a candidate who 
performed poorly. 
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              Extract 7.1  

 

Extract 7.1 indicates a sample of the candidate’s responses who provided 
irrelevant answers contrary to demand of the question. 

The candidates who scored from 1 to 5 marks failed to give correct answers 
to some parts of the question. In part (a) some candidates were able to 
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count total number of squares but failed to get the correct number of half 
squares. Moreover they use map scale to calculate the area of covered by a 
forest in km2.  

In part (b) some candidates managed to measure the length of the railway 
line correctly but provided wrong map distance with correct map scale but 
they failed to calculate the actual length of the railway line.  The main 
problem in this part was inability of the candidates to convert 
measurements obtained on the map to actual ground distance by using map 
scale (i.e. The Representative Fraction (1:50,000) or Linear Scale). 

Scale =
cedisground
cedismap
tan.
tan.

 

Some candidate wrote 1km = 2cm others gave correct formula but failed to 
obtain exact measurement of the railway line because of using incorrect 
measurements. 

In part (c) these candidates mentioned the relief of the given area but failed 
to give descriptions while others gave partial description of the relief. In 
part (d) some candidates managed to name few correct physical features 
while others mixed physical features with types of settlement pattern found 
in the map. 

In part (e) some candidates mentioned economic activities but failed to 
provide the evidence from the map to support their answers while others 
mixed up economic activities with social activities. Such combination of 
strengths and weaknesses lowered candidates' marks in this question. 

The candidates who scored from 6 to 10 marks managed to answer this 
question quite well but failed to exhaust all of its requirements, for 
example, in part (a) these candidates were able to calculate the area covered 
by forest in km2 by using grid square method and were able to give distance 
of a railway in part (b). Furthermore they were able to describe the relief of 
the area in part (c). In part (d) these candidates were able to name few 
physical features found on the map such as river, spur, railway line, forest, 
roads, saddle, valleys and in part (e) they were able to identify economic 
activities taking place in the area. Despite of the relevance of candidate’s 
responses in this group they failed to score more marks due to inaccuracy 
of their answers in some parts. Moreover, some ignored to answer some 
parts of this question notably part (b) whereby despite of giving evidences 
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of physical features seen on the map they gave description of the nature of 
relief of an area. Furthermore, in parts (d) and ( e) these candidates failed to 
provide evidences of  the physical features and economic activities taking 
place in the area. These weaknesses caused them not to score above 10 
marks in this question.  

On the other hands, the candidates who scored from 11 to 18 marks were 
able to calculate the area covered by forest in Km2 by using grid square 
method which was 7 Km2.  They also managed to measure the length of 
railway line from the given grid references 040118 to 130122 which was 
ranging from 9.8 km to 10.1 km. 

Furthermore they mentioned and described the nature of relief found on the 
map which was highlands characterised with higher parts, dominated by 
hills to the North East, South East and East and lower parts to the West and 
North West.  

These candidates also managed to identify physical features found on the 
map such as rivers like Mlowo, forest in the North Eastern sides of the 
map, TAZARA railway line, a valley beside river Mlowo,  buildings 
(school, church, market), saddle, pass  along grid reference 094057, and 
roads (all weather). 

They were also able to suggest with evidence form the map the possible 
economic activities taking place in the area such as trade, agriculture, 
lumbering and fishing with evidences such as presence of roads and railway 
lines, presence of word “Scattered cultivation” almost all over the map, 
forest and rivers such as river Mlowo respectively. These candidates proved 
to have high knowledge and skills on Map Reading and Interpretation. 
However their marks ranged from 11 to 18 depending on accurateness and 
completeness of their responses. Extract 7.2 is an example of such 
responses. 
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Extract 7.2 
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Extract 7.2 represents a sample of response from a candidate who 
provided relatively correct answers. 

 

2.3.2 Question 8 - Photograph Interpretation 

This question required the candidates to study the photograph given and to: 
(a) identify the type of the photograph by giving two reasons to support the 
answer (b) identify the type of settlement pattern seen on the photograph 
(c) name any two economic importance of the area shown on the 
photograph and (d) explain two social and environmental problems that are 
likely to occur in the area. The weight of the question was 10 marks. 

The question was attempted by 98.1 of all the candidates of which 6.6 
percent scored a 0 mark, 54.7 percent scored from 1 to 4 marks and 38.7 
percent scored from 5 to 10 of the allocated marks. The performance of this 
question was good. 

The candidates who scored from 5 to 10 marks managed to answer the 
question relatively well. These candidates were able to identify the type of 
the photograph which is oblique or low oblique with evidences also 
identified nucleated (clustered) as the type of settlement pattern. 
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Furthermore they explained the economic importance of the area shown on 
the photograph such as commercial, transportation and communication 
centres. Finally they were able to explain environmental problems that are 
likely to occur in the area such as environmental pollution, poor sanitation, 
global warming and loss of biodiversity also the social problems such as 
social evils, inadequate social services, eruption of diseases and traffic 
congestion. The variations of their marks were caused by differences in 
strengths and weaknesses of their responses. Extract 8.1 demonstrates one 
of the candidate's strengths in this question. 
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Extract 8.1 

 

Extract 8.1 indicates a sample of the response from a candidate who 
managed to identify with reasons the type of photograph, identify type of 
settlement pattern, name two economic importance and explain two social 
and environmental problems. 
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The candidates who scored from 1 to 4 marks were able to identify the type 
of the photograph which is oblique or low oblique, identify nucleated 
(clustered) as the type of settlement pattern and name the economic 
importance of the area shown on the photograph. Finally they were able to 
explain environmental problems that are likely to occur in the area. 
However, despite of such relevancy some of their responses were embodied 
with some weaknesses such as failure to provide evidences on the type of 
photograph, failure to provide evidences on the economic importance of the 
area and explaining social problems that are likely to occur in the area such 
as social evils, inadequate social services, eruption of diseases and traffic 
congestion. The variations of their marks were caused by differences in 
strengths and weaknesses of their responses.  

The candidates who scored a 0 mark in part (a) failed to identify the type of 
photograph with the support of two reasons. Some identified vertical 
photograph while others identified ground photograph. The candidates who 
identified ground photograph might have been attracted by clear scenery of 
the front view of objects on the photograph but they were not 
knowledgeable about other factors such as top view and horizon which are 
seen clearly on the photograph contrary to the characteristics of ground 
photograph as for the case of oblique/low oblique photograph where the top 
view is seen clearly in the fore ground and disappeared as one moves to the 
back ground. 

In part (b) the candidates failed to identify the type of the settlement pattern 
seen on the photograph, for instance, some mentioned rural and urban 
settlement while others mentioned rural settlement probably due to the 
presence of buildings on the photograph. 

In part (c) the candidates failed to name economic importance with 
supportive evidence from the photography, instead some mentioned social 
importance of the area such as availability of social services like health 
centres, school, mosque and electricity while other gave social activities 
found in town. 

In part (d) the candidates failed completely to explain social and 
environmental problems that are likely to occur in the area instead, some 
mention social activities taking place in the area while others explained on 
the effects of environmental problems in town. Extract 8.2 is a sample of 
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responses from a candidate who failed to meet the requirements of the 
question.  

Extract 8.2 

 

Extract 8.2 represents a sample of a candidate who performed poorly by 
providing irrelevant responses.  
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SECTION D - Part 1: Regional Focal Studies 

2.3.3 Question 9 - Sustainable use of Forest Resources 

This question required the candidates to suggest eight ways that may be 
adopted to solve the problems facing forestry in Tanzania. Total marks 
allocated for this question were 10. 

The question was opted for by 74 percent of all the candidates of which 
10.1 percent scored a 0 mark, 39.6 percent scored from 1 to 4 marks and 
50.3 percent scored from 5 to 10 marks. The performance of this question 
was good. 

The candidates who scored from 5 to 10 marks managed to provide a 
relatively correct introduction on forestry and suggested relevant measures 
that may be adopted to solve the problems facing forestry in Tanzania such 
as afforestation and reaforestation, application of pesticides and 
insecticides, improvement of fire fighting techniques, mass education, 
destocking, population control, encouraging the use of alternative sources 
of energy, establishment and implementation of strict rules and laws. 
Furthermore, they provided relevant conclusions in which some revealed 
the importance of forest and suggested measures to be taken. These 
candidates showed understanding of the subject matter. Differences in their 
scores were caused by the variations in the accuracy and intensity of their 
elaborations. Extract 9.1 is an example of the relatively good response 
provided by the candidate. 
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Extract 9.1
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Extract 9.1 is a response from a candidate who managed to give relevant 
introduction by defining the term forestry and suggested ways to be 
adopted in solving the problems facing forestry in Tanzania. 
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The candidates who scored from 1 to 4 marks showed partial understanding 
of the subject matter as some of them outlined the required points but failed 
to support them with reasonable explanations while others mentioned only 
few points without any explanations. All these weaknesses made such 
candidates not to score above 4 marks.  

The candidates who scored a 0 mark failed to suggest ways that may be 
adopted to solve the problems facing forestry in Tanzania for example, in 
the introduction some of the candidates provided the meaning of forest 
instead of forestry while others provided irrelevant meaning of the term 
forestry. Moreover, in the main body these candidates provided irrelevant 
responses for instance, some responded on the problems facing forest 
industry while others explained the problems caused by deforestation such 
as loss of biodiversity and global warming. Such candidates might have 
confused the word "problems facing forestry" with the suggestions that 
may be adopted to solve problems facing forestry in Tanzania. Extract 9.2 
is an example of poor response.  
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Extract 9.2 
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Extract 9.2 indicates a sample of the response from a candidate who 
explained the problems facing forest industry instead of ways to be 
adopted to solve the problems facing forestry in Tanzania. 
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2.3.4 Question 10 - Agriculture 

This question required the candidates to explain eight characteristics of 
shifting cultivation. The question had 10 marks. It was opted for by 14.3 
percent of the candidates of which 19.4 percent scored a 0 mark, 42.4 
percent scored from 1 to 4 marks and 38.2 percent scored from 5 to 10 
marks. The general performance for this question was average.  

The candidates who scored a 0 mark failed to explain the characteristics of 
shifting cultivation. Some of them provided characteristics of large scale 
agriculture while others provided characteristics of nomadic pastoralists 
such as, moving from one area to another with their cattle and keeping 
cattle for their prestige. These candidates showed lack of knowledge on 
shifting cultivation which in turn caused misinterpretation of the question. 
Extract 10.1 represents a sample of a poor response. 
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Extract 10 

Extract 10.1 is a sample of a candidate who failed to explain on importance of 
agriculture and factors for the growth of agriculture with irrelevant 
explanations which were characterised with poor English language. 
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The candidates who scored from 1 to 4 marks had a mixture of weaknesses 
and strengths in their responses, for example, some of them mentioned 
correct points on the characteristics of shifting cultivation but failed to give 
correct elaborations in some points while others mentioned only few points. 
Furthermore some of these candidates were able to provide introductions 
but failed to provide conclusions while their main body embodied correct 
and incorrect points. These weaknesses made such candidates not to score 
above 4 marks. 

The answers of candidates who scored from 5 to 10 marks were more 
convincing. They managed to explain characteristics of shifting cultivation 
such as the use of simple tools, the use of slash and burn of bushes, it is 
practiced in areas with low population, farmers do not have permanent 
settlements, depends on family labour, cultivation is practiced in scattered 
area and production is for consumption. These candidates also provided 
relatively correct introductions and relevant conclusions. However, their 
marks varied from 5 to 10 depending on the relevance of their explanations. 
Extract 10.2 is a sample of the candidate who answered the question 
relatively correct. 
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Extract 10.2 

 

Extract 10.2 is a sample of responses from a candidate who managed to give 
correct introduction, explain characteristics of shifting cultivation and give 
relatively correct conclusion. 
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PART 2: Environmental Issues, Population and Settlement 

2.3.5 Question 11- Environmental Problems. 

The question required the candidates to describe the natural and human 
causes of loss of biodiversity. The total marks allocated for this question 
were 10. The question was opted by few candidates (22.3%) of which 7.2 
percent scored a 0 mark, 23.2 percent scored from 1 to 4 marks and 69.6 
percent scored from 5 to 10 of the allotted marks. The general 
performance of this question was good. 

The candidates who scored from 5 to 10 marks managed to provide good 
introductions and describe the natural and human causes of loss of 
diversity, for example, they defined biodiversity as varieties of species of 
plants and animals or living organisms on the earth’s crust and the concept 
loss of biodiversity as all processes that lead to loss /disappearance of 
varieties of species of plants and animals or living organisms on the earth.  

Moreover, some of their correct responses about the loss of biodiversity 
were floods, lightening and natural bush fires, wind storms, drought, pests 
and diseases, earthquakes, war, pollution, deforestation, unlawful fishing 
activities and overgrazing. Furthermore they provided relevant 
conclusions. However, the disparity in accuracy of their responses 
rendered their marks to vary from 6 to 10 marks. Extract 11.1 is sample of 
the answers of the candidate who managed to answer the question 
relatively well. 
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  Extract 11.1 
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Extract 11.1 is a sample of the response from a candidate who managed to give a 
relatively correct introduction of biodiversity and loss of biodiversity and 
managed to describe natural and human causes of loss of biodiversity relatively 
correct. 
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The candidates who scored from 1 to 4 marks portrayed some strength and 
weaknesses in their responses, for example, some managed to mention few 
points on human and natural causes of loss of biodiversity but failed to 
give detailed description to support their answers while others described 
only the natural causes of loss of biodiversity such as mining activities, 
overgrazing, pollution, wars and poor methods of farming. Moreover, 
some candidates provided relevant points which were repetition of the 
previous, for example landslide with rock fall, increase of temperature 
with global warming and deforestation with cutting down of trees, their 
explanations embodied the same things thus contributed in lowering their 
marks.  

The candidates who scored a 0 mark failed to describe the natural and 
human causes of loss of biodiversity, for example, some described types of 
biodiversity such as Flora and fauna while others explained the effects of 
loss of biodiversity such as soil erosion, deforestation and desertification. 
Hence majority of the candidates in this category showed 
misunderstanding of the question demands. Extract 11.2 illustrates such 
poor responses provided by a candidate in this category. 
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Extract 11.2    

 

Extract 11.2 represent a candidate's irrelevant responses contrary to 
question demands. 

 

2.3.6 Question 12 - Growth of Settlement 

This question required the candidates to examine eight factors which lead 
to the growth of settlement in different parts of a country. Marks allocated 
for this question were 10.  

 The question was opted for by 66 percent of all the candidates of which 
very few candidates (2.9%) scored a 0 mark, 31.5 percent scored from 1 to 
4 marks and 65.6 percent scored from 5 to 10 marks. The general 
performance of this question was good. 
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The candidates who scored from 5 to 10 marks managed to examine factors 
which lead to the growth of settlement in different parts of the a country, 
for example, they examined points like availability of water bodies, 
favourable climate, fertile soil, presence of mining, industrial activities, 
transport and communication, availability of social services, presence of 
peace and security and areas free from natural calamities. Furthermore, 
they were able to provide relevant introductions and conclusions. The 
differences in the clarity of their explanations and clarification caused 
differences in their scores. Extract 12.1 is a sample of the response of a 
candidate who managed to attempt this question relatively correct.  
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Extract 12.1 
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Extract 12.1 is a sample of responses from a candidate who managed to 
provide a correct introduction and explain the factors which lead to the 
growth of settlements in different parts of the country relatively correct. 
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 The candidates who scored from 1 to 4 marks were not much 
knowledgeable about this topic as some mentioned few correct factors with 
partial explanations while others mixed up relevant and irrelevant points 
and were unable to give conclusions. This made them to score not more 
than 4 marks.  

The candidates who scored a 0 mark failed to examine eight factors which 
lead to the growth of settlements in different parts of a country. Some 
candidates misinterpreted the question, for example, some considered 
"growth" as the key word of the question hence centred their introductions 
on growth of population and provided factors influencing population 
changes such as mortality, fertility and migration while others provided the 
types of settlements pattern such as linear, scattered and nucleated. This 
shows that they failed to interpret the question. Extract 12.2 shows one of 
the candidates’ irrelevant responses in this question. 
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Extract 12.2  

 

Extract 12.2 is a sample of a response from the candidate who failed to 
examine the factors leading to the growth of settlement instead he/she 
mentioned factors influencing population growth with wrong 
explanations.  
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3.0 CONCLUSION 

The performance of the candidates in Geography paper for the Certificate of 
Secondary Education Examination (CSEE) in 2014 was average. 

The analysis of the candidates’ performance shows that five questions had 
good performance, four questions had average performance while two 
questions had poor performance. The candidates had good performance in 
questions 8, 9, 10, 11 and 12 which were set from the following topics; 
Photography Reading and Interpretation, Sustainable Forestry, Agriculture, 
Environmental Issues and Management and Settlements. Question 12 had 
the highest performance in which 83.4 percent of all candidates scored from 
3 marks and above. The good performance in this question might be 
attributed by the factor that settlement issues are announced in mass media 
in Tanzania frequently. 

The poorly performed questions were question 1, 3 and 5 which were set 
from the following topics; Forces that Affect the Earth’s Crust, Solar 
System, Climate and Natural Regions, Weather, and Introduction to 
Research. (See Appendix)  

Generally, the quality of candidates' responses were affected by one or the 
combination of the following reasons; inability to identify the requirements 
of questions, inadequate knowledge of the concepts related to the questions, 
poor English Language proficiency, Lack of various skills such as 
observation, mathematical, drawing and essay writing skills. Also poor 
transfer of knowledge made the candidates fail to meet the requirements of 
the questions. Moreover, misinterpretation of the questions was seen as 
another problem limiting the performance of the candidates. 
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4.0 RECOMMENDATIONS 

In order to improve the performance of candidates in Geography subject it is 
recommended that: 

(a) Coverage of all topics in the syllabus should be emphasised so as to 
make sure that the candidates are knowledgeable in all specified areas. 
 

(b) The government should make sure that there are enough specified 
textbooks in all schools so as to facilitate effective teaching and 
learning process. 
 

(c) Fieldworks and practical activities in different topics especially on 
introduction to research, Elementary Survey and Map Making, 
Application of Statistics, Map Reading and Interpretation and 
Photograph Reading and interpretation should be emphasised so as to 
improve students' skills on observation, recording, interpreting, 
drawings, measuring and calculating. 
 

(d) Students should be encouraged to use English language in their day to 
day communication in order to improve their communication skills. 
 

(e) Teachers are advised to put more emphasis on guiding students on how 
to identify the requirements of the questions. 
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Appedix 
Summary of candidates’ performance in each topic 

 

S/N Topic Question 
number 

Percentage of 
candidates who 

scored 30 percent and 
above. 

Remark 

1. Settlements 12 83.4 
 

Good 

2. Environmental Issues 
and Management 

11 82.3 Good 

3. Photograph  Reading 
and Interpretation 

8 71.6 Good 

4. Sustainable Forestry 9 70.6 
 

Good 

5. Agriculture 10 53.2 
 

Good 

6. Application to Statistics 4 44.7 
 

Average 

7. Elementary Survey and 
Map making 

6 42.7 Average 

8. Map reading and 
Interpretation 

7 40.3 Average 

9. Forces that Affect the 
Earth’s Crust. 

2 39.6 Average 

10. Forces that Affect the 
Earth’s Crust, Solar 
System, Climate and 
Natural Region, 
Weather 

1 29.3 weak 

11. Climate and natural 
Regions 

3 8.4 weak 

12. Introduction to Research 5 2.7 
 

weak 

 
 

  

 

 

 




