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FOREWORD 

The analysis of candidates’ items response in Bible Knowledge Subject in the 
Certificate of Secondary Education Examination (CSEE) 2015 was prepared in 
order to provide feedback to educational stakeholders. 

The Certificate of Secondary Education Examination marks the end of four 
years of secondary education. It is a summative evaluation which, among other 
things, shows the effectiveness of the educational system in general and 
education delivery system in particular. The candidates’ responses to the 
examination questions is a strong indicator of what the education system was 
able or unable to offer to the candidates in their four years of secondary 
education. 

The analysis presented in this report is intended to contribute towards 
understanding of some reasons behind the performance of the candidates. The 
report highlights some of the factors that made candidates to perform the way 
they did the examination. The factors for high performance include the ability 
of the candidates to identify and adhere to the task of the question, to express 
themselves in English Language as well as having adequate knowledge of 
biblical facts, concepts, themes, events and important persons. The reverse was 
true to candidates who scored low marks. They failed to identify and adhere to 
the demand of the questions to express themselves in English Language as well 
as having adequate knowledge of biblical facts, concepts, themes, events and 
important persons. The feedback provided will enable the educational 
stakeholders to take proper measures in order to improve candidates’ 
performance in future examinations administered by the Council. 

The National Examinations Council of Tanzania will highly appreciate 
comments and suggestions from teachers, candidates and the public in general 
that can be used for improving future reports. 

Finally, the Council would like to thank the Examinations Officers, Subject 
Teachers and all others who participated in the preparation of this report. 

 

 

Dr. Charles E. Msonde
 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

The analysis in this report is focused on both Bible Knowledge paper 1 
(014/1) and Bible Knowledge paper 2 (014/2) CSEE 2015. The 
examination assessed the competences as stipulated in the Bible 
Knowledge Syllabus that was issued in 2012. 

The criterion for the analysis is the National Examinations Council’s 
grading system which states that, the minimum passing grade is 30 and the 
maximum is 100. In this booklet, the performance of the candidates is 
considered good if the candidate scored from 45 to 100 percent 
(represented by green colour); average if the candidate scored from 30 to 
44 percent (represented by yellow) and weak from 0 to 29 percent 
(represented by red). 

Bible Knowledge 1 (014/1) consisted of eight (8) questions. The candidates 
were required to answer five (5) questions, including question 1 which was 
compulsory. Each question carried twenty (20) marks. Bible Knowledge 2 
(014/2) consisted of twelve (12) questions distributed in sections A, B and 
C. Each section consisted of four (4) questions. The candidates were 
required to answer three (3) questions from either section A or B; and two 
(2) questions from section C, making a total of five (5) questions. Each 
question carried twenty (20) marks. 

Candidates who attempted the 2015 examination in this subject were 
12,609, of which 10,911 (86.53%) candidates passed and only 1,698 
(13.47%) failed. This shows an increase of 20.55 percent when compared 
to the 2014 performance in which 12,300 candidates attempted the 
examination, of which 8,115 (65.98%) candidates passed and 4,185 
(34.02%) candidates failed. 

The next part of this report provides an analysis of each question by giving 
an overview of what the candidates were required to do, the expected 
responses, the general performance and the reasons for their performance. 
The analysis is followed by concluding remarks and recommendations, and 
ends with an appendix which shows a summary of the candidates’ 
performance per topic. 
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2.0 ITEM RESPONSE ANALYSIS FOR EACH QUESTION 

2.1 014/1 BIBLE KNOWLEDGE 1 

2.1.1 Question 1: Short Answer and Matching Item Questions 

The question was compulsory and had two parts, (a) and (b), set from the 
topic of the Sons of Isaac. In part (a) the candidates were required to give 
five differences between Isaac and Ishmael in terms of their birth and life in 
general. The items carried a total of 10 marks. Part (b) required the 
candidates to match the items in list A with their corresponding responses 
in B by writing the letter of the corresponding response beside the item 
number in list A. List A consisted of ten items (i) to (x) while list B 
consisted of fifteen (15) responses (A) to (O). 

The question was attempted by 100 percent of the candidates who sat for 
the examination; of which, 63.2 percent scored from 9 to 20 marks; 15.8 
percent scored from 6 to 8 marks; and 21.0 percent scored from 0 to 5 
marks. This analysis is illustrated in Table 1. 

Scores 
Candidates 

Remarks Number Percentage (%) 

0 – 5 2,646 21.0 Weak 
6 – 8 1,995 15.8 Average 
9 – 20 7,955 63.2 Good 

Total 12,596 100.0  

Table 1: A table showing the scores of candidates who attempted question 1. 

The analysis shows that, 79 percent of the candidates performed well by 
giving five relevant differences between Isaac and Ishmael in (a) and 
matched the items correctly in (b). This indicates that the candidates were 
familiar with the birth and life of Isaac and Ishmael. The following is the 
analysis of the performance for each parts (a) and (b). 

Part (a) of the question required the candidates to give five differences 
between Isaac and Ishmael in terms of their birth and life in general. A 
good number of candidates managed to give relevant differences as 
required by the question. The candidates were expected to give responses 
such as Ishmael was born to Abram/Abraham by Hagar the maid servant of 
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Sarah, while Isaac was born to Abraham by Sarah his wife (Genesis 16:15; 
21:2-3). Ishmael was denied the inheritance in Abraham’s wealth by God 
while Isaac was made heir of Abraham’s wealth as his son born by Sarah, 
his wife (Genesis 17:19). God made an everlasting covenant to Isaac before 
his birth, which was also for his descendants after him; but to Ishmael God 
only promised descendants, not the everlasting covenant (Genesis 17:20-
21). Ishmael grew up and became a skilful hunter making his own bow, 
while Isaac was a farmer and livestock keeper (Genesis 21:20; 26:12-14). 
Ishmael was married to a wife from his mother’s nation, i.e., Egypt while 
Isaac was married to a wife from his kinsmen in Mesopotamia (Genesis 
21:21; 24:1-67). A considerable number of candidates answered this item 
well. Extract 1.1 is a sample of a good response to question 1(a). 

Extract 1.1 

 
Extract 1.1 shows a response of a candidate who managed to give the 
differences between Isaac and Ishmael. This indicates that the candidate knew 
the topic and understood the requirement of the question. 

Though most of the candidates performed well in part (a), there were also 
candidates who performed poorly in this part of the question by writing 
wrong differences. For example, one of the candidates wrote, “Isaac were 
not throwing out Ishmael were throwing out with Sarah....” Another 
candidate wrote, “Isaac was died 180 years ago while Ishmael was died 137 



4 
	  

years ago.” These responses are wrong because they do not reflect any 
reality concerning Isaac and Ishmael. Extract 1.2 is a sample of another 
poor response to question 1(a). 

Extract 1.2 

 
Extract 1.2 shows a response of a candidate who failed to give the correct 
differences. 

Part (b) required the candidates to match the items in list A with their 
corresponding responses in List B by writing the letter of the corresponding 
response beside the item number in List A. The matching items in List A 
and List B were as follows: 

List A List B 
(i) The place where Isaac went and dwelt when there was 

famine in the Promised Land. 
(ii) The place where Jacob was sent by his father so as to 

get a wife from the family of Laban. 
(iii) A name given by Jacob as he had a night vision about a 

ladder extending from the earth to heaven. 
(iv) The place named by Jacob after seeing God face to 

face. 
(v) The place where the covenant between Jacob and 

Laban was made. 
(vi) The place in the country of Edom where Esau dwelt 

and Jacob sent his messengers to seek his favour. 
(vii) The place with a name of a person who raped Dinah, 

the daughter of Leah and Jacob. 
(viii) The place where Jacob and his family dwelt as they 

migrated to Egypt. 
(ix) The place where the brothers of Joseph planned to kill 

him and throw him in a pit. 
(x) The place where Joseph, the son of Jacob, was made a 

Prime Minister. 

A. Shechem  
B. Seir 
C. Meribah 
D. Goshen 
E. Dothan 
F. Mizpah 
G. Peniel 
H. Kiriath-jearim 
I. Bethel 
J. Paddan-aram 
K. Gerar 
L. Kiriath-sepher 
M. Egypt 
N. Timnah 
O. Gaza 
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The items were expected to be matched as follows: 

List A i ii iii iv v vi vii viii ix x 
List B K J I G F B A D E M 

Many candidates managed to match the items, though not fully. Most of 
them got between 5 and 7 marks out of 10 marks. Only a few candidates 
scored 8 marks and above. Those who matched the items well were 
knowledgeable about the topics from which the items were taken. Extract 
1.3 is a sample of a good response to question 1(b). 

Extract 1.3 

 

Extract 1.3 shows a response of a candidate who correctly matched all the 
items and scored full marks in question 1(b). 

The candidates who failed in this part were unable to match the items 
correctly or matched less than 3 items correctly. The reason for the poor 
performance is lack of knowledge of most of the items. Some of them 
matched wrongly all the ten items and scored a 0 mark. For example, one 
of the candidates matched item (i) “The place where Isaac went and dwelt 
when there was famine in the Promised Land” with M (Egypt) instead of K 
(Gerar). This candidate remembered the story of Jacob who dwelt in the 
region of Goshen, in Egypt (Genesis 46:28-34). He/she did not know that 
Isaac dwelt at Gerar in Philistia (among the Philistines – Genesis 26:1-2). 
Items C: (Meribah), L: (Kiriath-sepher), N: (Timnah) and O: (Gaza) in list B 
had no any corresponding item in List A; but the candidate used them as 
responses to items (ix), (v), (ii) and (iii) respectively. The candidate was 
unable to match any of the items, as shown in Extract 1.4. 
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Extract 1.4 

 

Extract 1.4 shows a response of a candidate who was unable to find any 
connection between items in list A and those in list B. 

2.1.2 Question 2: The Hebrews in Egypt 

The candidates were given the following quotation: “And he summoned 
Moses and Aaron by night and he said, ‘Rise up, go forth from among my 
people, both you and the people of Israel; and go to serve the Lord...” 
(Exodus 12:31-32). It was followed by two parts (a) and (b). In part (a) the 
candidates were required to identify the speaker in the quotation and give 
the reason for the speaker to speak the words. In part (b) they were required 
to narrate or paraphrase the event without losing the context. 

The question was attempted by 30.3 percent of the candidates who sat for 
the examination; of which 56.7 percent scored from 0 to 5 marks; 25.6 
percent scored from 6 to 8 marks; and the rest, 17.7 percent, scored from 9 
to 20 marks. This analysis is illustrated in Figure 1. 

 

Figure 1: A bar chart showing the scores of candidates who attempted question 2. 
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The general performance in this question was average because 56.7 percent 
of the candidates scored less than 6 out of 20 marks allocated for the 
question. This indicates that most of the candidates inadequate knowledge 
of the topic, The Hebrews in Egypt, and/or failed to identify the context of 
the quotation. However, 43.3 percent of the candidate scored 6 marks and 
above. Their responses indicated that they knew the topic and the context of 
the quotation well. The following is the analysis of the performance for 
each part (a) and (b). 

In part (a) the candidates were expected to mention the speaker as Pharaoh 
and the reason for the speaker to speak the words as the death of the 
firstborns of the Egyptians. However, most of them failed to identify the 
speaker by mentioning either Moses or God as the speaker by connecting it 
with the call and commission of Moses. For example, one of the candidates 
wrote, (a) “Moses, because Moses is the servant of Moses also Aaron help 
Aaron to speak what during the ask to God.” Another candidate wrote, (a) 
“The speaker was God. This is because the God he see that the people was 
going wrong for him which was wanted. Thus why speak that word for the 
aims.” This response shows that the candidate did not understand the 
context of the quotation for it has no connection with the quotation. Extract 
2.1 is a sample of a poor response to part (a). 

Extract 2.1 

 
Extract 2.1 shows the response of a candidate who wrote about Moses as the 
speaker and the reason associated to his call and mission under the help of 
Aaron. 

The candidates who managed to give the correct response showed that they 
had adequate knowledge of the topic and understood the context of the 
quotation. For example, one of the candidates wrote, 
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(a) The speaker is Pharaoh and he spoke so after God stroke Egypt with his 
last plague of the deaths of all firstborns of the people and of cattle, when 
Pharaoh refused allow the people of Israel to leave Egypt to the Promised 
Land. 

The response shows that the candidate understood the task of the question 
and knew the context of the quotation. Another example of a good response 
is as shown in extract 2.2. 

Extract 2.2 

 
Extract 2.2 shows a sample of a response of a candidate who successfully 
identified the speaker of the quotation and gave the correct reason for 
speaking the words as the plague of deaths of firstborns. 

In part (b) the candidates were expected to tell or paraphrase the story of 
the Death of the Firstborns on the Passover night. That is, after the Lord 
had killed the firstborns, the king (Pharaoh) summoned Moses and Aaron 
to let the people go as they had asked. Instead, some of the candidates 
narrated the call of Moses and how Moses gave excuses. Others wrote 
responses out of context; that is, while the question was based on Exodus 
12:29-36 some of the candidates wrote their responses in the context of the 
Judges. For example, one of the candidates wrote about the apostasy cycle, 
which is a theme in the book of Judges. Extract 2.3 is a sample of such 
responses. 
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Extract 2.3 

 

Extract 2.3 shows the response of a candidate who wrote about the apostasy 
cycle in the book of Judges instead of the event of the death of the firstborns 
in Egypt. This indicates that the candidate had inadequate knowledge of the 
topic The Hebrews in Egypt. 

Although most of the candidates failed to give the correct narration, there 
were some who did well. These candidates managed to tell the story of the 
Deaths of the Firstborns of the Egyptians as was expected. Extract 2.4 is a 
sample of a good response. 
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Extract 2.4 
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Extract 2.4 shows the candidate’s response which met the requirement of the 
question. This indicates that the candidate had adequate knowledge of the 
topic The Hebrews in Egypt. 

2.1.3 Question 3: Israelites’ Journey through the Desert 

In this question the candidates were given a quotation: “When you take a 
census of the people of Israel, then each shall give a ransom for himself to 
the LORD when you number them, …And you shall take the atonement 
money from the people of Israel, and shall appoint it for the service of the 
tent of meeting that it may bring the people of Israel to remembrance before 
the LORD, so as to make atonement for yourselves” (Exodus 30:12-16). 
(Exodus 30:12-16). This quotation was followed by the question: Using this 
text, explain the importance of taking census (enrolment) in Tanzania today 
by giving at least five points. 

The question was attempted by 82.3 percent of the candidates who sat for 
the examination; of which, 90.5 percent scored from 9 to 20 marks; 5.6 
percent scored from 6 to 8 marks; and the rest, 3.9 percent, scored from 0 to 
5 marks. This analysis is shown in figure 2. 
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Figure 2: A bar chart showing the scores of candidates who attempted question 3. 

The analysis shows that a good number of candidates (96.1%) performed 
the question well because they managed to give relevant points explaining 
the importance of taking census (enrolment) in Tanzania today. For 
example, one of the candidates wrote, “It helps leaders to plan for social 
services to be offered to the people. It helps to know the population of the 
people and their shelters....” The reason for the good performance in this 
question was candidates’ familiarity with the topic Israelites’ Journey 
through the Desert and understanding the requirement of the question. 
Extract 3.1 shows a sample of a good response. 

Extract 3.1 
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Extract 3.1 shows a sample of a response of a candidate who was able to 
explain the importance of taking census (enrolment) in Tanzania today, with a 
good introduction and conclusion. 
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However, there were 3.9 percent of the candidates who performed poorly, 
among whom, 2.0 percent got a zero (0) mark. The reasons for the poor 
performance include lack of adequate knowledge on the topic, failure to 
understand the task of the question and poor English language grammar. 
One of the candidates who did not understand the task of the question 
wrote, “i) Sun and moon. ii) River and ocean. iii) Human being. iv) Birds 
and huneis. v) God is resting.” Extract 3.2 is a sample of poor response in 
question 3. 

Extract 3.2 

 

Extract 3.2 shows a sample of a response of a candidate who wrote incorrect 
explanations on the importance of taking census. The whole page is a 
repetition of some meaningless sentences. 
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2.1.4 Question 4: Israelites’ Journey through the Desert 

The candidates were required to summarize at least five lessons that 
political leaders today should learn from Moses’ leadership with reference 
to the books of Exodus, Numbers and Deuteronomy. 

The question was attempted by 88.3 percent of the candidates who sat for 
the examination; of which, 87.8 percent scored from 9 to 20 marks; 4.8 
percent scored from 6 to 8 marks; and only 7.4 percent scored from 0 to 5 
marks. Figure 3 illustrates this analysis. 

 
Figure 3: A bar chart showing the scores of candidates who attempted question 4. 

The analysis above shows that, 92.6 percent of the candidates performed 
well, as they were able to summarize the lessons that political leaders today 
should learn from Moses’ leadership. Some of the lessons include leaders 
to be God fearing, to	  accept good advice from others as Moses did and to 
be accountable and responsible. This is because of the candidates’ adequate 
knowledge of the topic and ability to adhere to the requirement of the 
question. Extract 4.1 is a sample of a good response. 

Extract 4.1 
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Extract 4.1 is a sample of a response from a candidate who managed to 
summarize the lessons, which one can learn from Moses’ leadership as 
required. This indicates that he/she had sufficient knowledge of the topic and 
understood the requirement of the question. 

However, there were 7.4 percent of the candidates who performed poorly 
due to inadequate knowledge on the topic, failure to understand the 
requirement of the question and poor English language grammar. For 
example, one of the candidates wrote a comparison between leaders today 
and Moses’ leadership as shown in extract 4.2. 
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Extract 4.2 

 
Extract 4.2 shows a sample of a response of a candidate who compared the 
leaders today and Moses’ leadership instead of showing lessons that leaders 
today can learn from Moses’ leadership. 

Another sample was from a candidate who failed to give the correct 
response due to poor English Language usage, which probably deprived 
him/her of self-expression, as shown in extract 4.3. 

Extract 4.3 

 
Extract 4.3 shows a sample of a response of a candidate who wrote points not 
related to the question. This indicates that he/she did not understand the 
demand of the question. 
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2.1.5 Question 5: Sons of Isaac 

This question was about Jacob who served Laban for seven years in order 
to marry Rachel but Laban gave him Leah who was not his choice (Genesis 
29:18-30), which can be regarded as forced/arranged marriage. As Bible 
learners, the candidates were required to give five pieces of advice to 
parents/guardians who force marriage for their sons/daughters to marry 
people who are not of their choice. 

The question was attempted by 79.1 percent of the candidates who sat for 
the examination; of which, 86.1 percent scored from 9 to 20 marks; 7.1 
percent scored from 6 to 8 marks; and the rest, 6.8 percent, scored from 0 to 
5 marks. This performance is illustrated in Table 2. 

Scores 
Candidates  

Remarks 
Number Percentage (%) 

0 – 5 682 6.8 Weak 
6 – 8 706 7.1 Average 
9 – 20 8,574 86.1 Good 

Total 9,962 100.0  

Table 2: A table showing the scores of candidates who attempted question 5. 

The analysis above shows that, most of candidates (93.2%) performed well 
because they gave relevant pieces of advice to parents/guardians who force 
marriage for their sons/daughters to marry people who are not of their 
choice. The candidates seemed to have adequate knowledge of the topic 
and had ability to identify the requirement of the question. The expected 
response included: Marriage needs preparation and enough time to decide 
whether or not to marry. Arranged marriage gives no room for someone to 
learn about the partner – whether the choice is good or not. Parents should 
know that it is God who plans and chooses a wife or husband for someone. 
Before they consider choosing spouses for their sons/daughters they should 
seek the will of God for them. Parents can only help in advising their 
children to be careful in their approach towards marriage. They should not 
be the last say because they are not the ones who will live that kind of 
marriage. 
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A good number of candidates managed to answer the question correctly 
showing that they knew the topic and understood the task of the question. 
For example, one of the candidates wrote, 

Parents and guardians must know that forced marriage may lead to untrue love 
between the husband and wife. It may also lead to misunderstanding and 
quarrel in their family, fighting and sometimes may cause injury and death. 
Due to lack of mutual love between the couple it is easy for one of them to go 
outside marriage and this can lead to diseases like HIV/AIDS.... 

The candidate’s answer shows that he/she knew the topic and understood 
the demand of the question well. Extract 5.1 shows a sample of a good 
response. 

Extract 5.1 
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Extract 5.1 is a sample of a response of a candidate who managed to give 
relevant pieces of advice regarding to forced or arranged marriages. 

However, 6.8 percent of the candidates performed poorly, of which 3.3 
percent missed the whole question and got 0 mark. The reasons for their 
poor performance include lack of knowledge of the topic, failure to 
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understand the task of the items and poor English language use. Due to 
incompetence, one of the candidates copied statements from question 1(b) 
and wrote them as responses to question 5 as follows: 

The place where Jacob was sent by his father so after get a wife from the 
family of Laban. The place in the country of Edom where Esau dwelt and 
Jacob sent his messengers to seek his saviour. The place where Jacob and his 
family dwelt as they migrated to Egypt. A name given by Jacob as he had 
night vision about a ladder extending from the earth to heaven. The place 
where the covenant between Jacob and Laban was made. 

These responses were taken from matching items question 1(b) (ii), (iii), 
(v), (vi) and (viii) of question 1(b). Instead of giving pieces of advice to 
parents/guardians who force marriage for their sons/daughters to marry 
those who are not their choices, one of the candidates wrote meaningless 
statements in poor English grammar as shown in Extract 5.2. 

Extract 5.2 
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Extract 5.2 shows a sample of a response from a candidate who took 
words/phrases from the stem of the question and mixed them up instead of 
giving advice. 

2.1.6 Question 6: Israel under the Leadership of Judges 

According to the Book of Judges chapter 9, “Abimelech was not one of the 
judges of Israel but a king who came to the throne by force.” Candidates 
were required to justify this statement by giving five points. 

The question was attempted by only6.2 percent of the candidates who sat 
for the examination; of which, 46.7 percent scored from 9 to 20 marks; 11.6 
percent scored from 6 to 8 marks; and 41.7 percent scored from 0 to 5 
marks. This analysis is shown in figure 4. 

 

Figure 4: A bar chart showing the scores of candidates who attempted question 6. 

The analysis above shows that 58.3 percent of the candidates performed 
well because they justified the statement as required by the question. They 
provided relevant points justifying that Abimelech was not one of the 
judges of Israel but a king who came to the throne by force. The expected 
points were: Abimelech was not a judge because he was not called by God 
to judge Israel. Israel’s judges were raised as God’s response to the cry of 
people to God after punishment due to their sin, but it was not the case with 
Abimelech. Abimelech went to Shechem for campaign among his mother’s 
relatives, and he influenced them to speak well of him so that all the people 
of Shechem chose him, saying “…He is our brother” (Judges 9:1-3). 
Abimelech killed his seventy brothers and the people made him king 



25 
	  

(Judges 9:5-6), something a judge would not do. Israel judges knew God as 
the King of the Israelites and therefore they would not claim such a title as 
Abimelech did. 

Some of the candidates gave good responses which indicated that they had 
adequate knowledge of the topic and understood the task of the question 
well. For example, one of the candidates wrote, 

Abimelech was not raised by God to lead the Israelites but he came to power 
by force. He did not lead the Israelites to keep the covenant faith while judges 
always taught people to obey God as their king and Lord. Abimelech was 
favoured by his kinsmen as he had gone to persuade them to let him rule as a 
king while this title (king) belonged to God alone... 

The candidate’s answer shows that he/she had adequate knowledge of the 
topic and understood the task of the question. Extract 6.1 is a sample of a 
good response. 

Extract 6.1 
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Extract 6.1 shows a sample of a response of a candidate who justified the fact 
that Abimelech was not one of the judges of Israel but a king who came 
to the throne by force. 
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On the other hand, among the 41.7 percent of the candidates who 
performed poorly in this question had responses which indicated that they 
lacked basic knowledge of the Biblical concepts, while others had poor 
English language writing skills. Moreover, there were candidates who 
seemed to know something about the book of Judges but they answered 
differently from the demand of the question. For example, one of the 
candidates wrote: 

They were military leader: This was the were military leaders that were not be 
the according to the book of judges 9. They were civil leaders: that was the 
were civil leaders that were the according to the book of judges chapter 9 a 
king who came to the throne by the judges. The were covenant mejator...  

The response is about the role of a judge which was not asked. This implies 
that the candidate did not understand the demand of the question. Extract 
6.2 is a sample of poor response. 

Extract 6.2 

 

Extract 6.2 shows a sample of a poor response from a candidate who refuted 
the question instead of justifying that Abimelech was not a judge of Israel but 
a king who came to the throne by force. 

2.1.7 Question 7: Israel under the Leadership of Joshua 

Joshua summoned the Gibeonites and said to them, “Why did you deceive 
us, saying, ‘We are very far from you,’ when you dwell among us? Now 
therefore you are cursed, and some of you shall always be slaves, hewers of 
wood and drawers of water for the house of my God” (Joshua 9:22). 

(a) According to the context of the quotation, what are the two reasons 
given by the Gibeonites for their deception? 
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(b) Explain how the deception was done as told in the Book of Joshua. 

(c) Show the consequence of the deception to the Gibeonites. 

The question was attempted by only 9.3 percent of the candidates; of 
which, 50.9 percent scored from 9 to 20 marks; 17.2 percent scored from 6 
to 8 marks; and the rest, 31.9 percent, scored from 0 to 5 marks. This 
analysis is illustrated in figure 5. 

 

Figure 5: A pie chart showing the scores of candidates who attempted question 7. 

The analysis above shows that most of the candidates (68.1%) performed 
well as they correctly responded to both items (a), (b) and (c). The reason 
for good performance in this question is the candidates’ familiarity with the 
topic and their ability to identify the task of the question. 

In part (a), the expected two reasons were: (i) because the Gibeonites learnt 
that it was true that God had commanded Moses to give the whole land to 
the Israelites and to kill all the people living in it and (ii) because they were 
terrified by the Israelites; they were in fear of their lives, so they needed 
protection from the attack by the Israelites. Those who managed to give 
correct reasons in part (a) showed to have adequate knowledge of the area 
under discussion. For example, one of the candidates wrote: 

They feared to be defeated by the Israelites because they heard about the 
Israelites army, which was large and usually conquers. (ii) They knew that 
God commanded Moses to kill all the people living in the land and to give it 
to the Israelites. 

Extract 7.1 is a sample of a good response in 7(a). 
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Extract 7.1 

 

Extract 7.1 shows a sample of a response where the candidate managed to the 
correct reasons for the Gibeonites to deceive Joshua. 

Those who failed to give correct responses in this part of the question did 
not give reasons as required. For example, one of the candidates wrote, 
“The reasons given by the Gibeonites for their deception are: (i) Angle (ii) 
Gabriel.” The candidate mentioned names instead of reasons for the 
deception of the Gibeonites. Extract 7.2 shows a sample of a poor response. 

Extract 7.2 

 

Extract 7.2 shows a sample of a response of a candidate who copied 
statements from matching items of question 1(b), especially items in list A 
instead of providing reasons given by the Gibeonites for their deception. 
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In part (b), there were candidates who explained well how the deception 
was done by the Gibeonites. For example, one of the candidate wrote: 

....they took rotten bread and worn out sandals to prove that they had a long 
journey for many days. He also wrote how they deceived Joshua that they had 
come to make a covenant of peace with the Israelites while they were from 
within. 

The response indicates that the candidate knew the topic Israel under the 
Leadership of Joshua and understood the demand of the question. Extract 
7.3 shows a sample of a good response. 

Extract 7.3 

 

Extract 7.3 shows a sample of a response of a candidate who managed to 
explain how the deception was done by the Gibeonites. 

On the other hand, there were candidates who failed to explain how the 
deception was done as told in the Book of Joshua. For example, one of the 
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candidates responded as if the question asked how many times the 
deception was done. Thus he/she wrote, “(B) (i) 25. That is, twenty five 
times.” Another candidate wrote: 

The Joshua were by are was their are some which was the some were by Lord 
and some foll of this what are the him of which inorder to did are force give 
the Joshua were the sons are have his the are Joshua where the your are was of 
the daughter for the Joshua we have for them when did you for the sons of the 
Samson and them inorder of the Joshua where by our for the giving which the 
this are have to Lord. 

The response shows that the candidate lacked adequate knowledge of the 
subject matter and was poor in communicating the ideas because of poor 
English Language grammar. Another candidate wrote ideas not related to 
the topic by trying to describe the book of Joshua and Exodus, the name 
Abraham, the plague of frogs, and copied words from question 4 which are 
out of context as shown in extract 7.4. 

Extract 7.4 
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Extract 7.4 shows a sample of a response of a candidate who answered the 
question by writing things not related to the requirement of the question. The 
response indicates that the candidate did not know the occasion and did not 
understand the demand of the question. 

Part (c) was about the consequence of the deception. The candidates were 
expected to write the following: The Israelites could not kill the Gibeonites 
because the leaders had sworn to them by the Lord their God not to. Joshua 
cursed the Gibeonites for their deceit, that they should be slaves, hewers of 
wood and drawers of water for Israelites and for the altar of the Lord.” The 
candidates who did well in this question showed the consequence of the 
Gibeonites’ deception as shown in extract 7.5. 

Extract 7.5 

 

Extract 7.5 shows a sample of a response of a candidate who showed the 
consequence of the deception correctly. The response shows that the candidate 
had adequate knowledge of the topic and ability to understand the requirement 
of the question. 

On the other hand, there were candidates who performed poorly. Most of 
them failed to show the consequences of the deception in part in (c) due to 
the failure in parts (a) and (b). For example, one of the candidates wrote 
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words such as “days, votes, birds ...” which have no connection with the 
question as shown in extract 7.6. 

Extract 7.6 

 

Extract 7.6 shows a sample of a response of a candidate who failed to show 
the consequence of the deception of the Gibeonites and ended up writing 
words which have no connection with the question. 

2.1.8 Question 8: The Fall of Man and Its Outcome 

In Genesis 9:20-27 there is a story of Noah who drank wine and failed to 
control himself and lay uncovered till he was seen by one of his sons. 
Explain five dangers of taking alcohol and drugs in our society. In this 
question the candidates were expected to use their daily life experiences to 
provide their responses. They were expected to provide the dangers such as 
sinful acts like adultery, robbery and lack of respect, road accidents, 
anxiety, fatigue, depression and a desire to use more drugs; poverty in 
family life and nation in general, easy transmission of diseases like TB, 
HIV/AIDS and other sexually transmitted diseases from one person to 
another. 

The question was attempted by 96.3 percent of the candidates who sat for 
the examination; of which, 96.1 percent scored from 9 to 20 marks; 1.9 
percent scored from 6 to 8 marks; and the rest, 2.0 percent, scored from 0 to 
5 marks. This performance is illustrated in Figure 6. 
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Figure 6: A pie chart showing the scores of candidates who attempted question 8. 

The analysis above shows that 98.0 percent of the candidates performed 
well because they were familiar with the topic “The Fall of Man and Its 
Outcome” and were able to identify the task of the question. The candidates 
were able to use daily life experience to show the dangers of taking alcohol 
and drugs. For example, one of the candidates wrote: 

Drugs and alcohol may cause accidents in the roads because of lack of self-
control. Drugs and alcohol may cause diseases such as lung cancer and the 
illness may lead to poverty because most of the time will be used to take care 
of sick people instead of working. Taking of drugs and alcohol leads to 
irresponsible behaviours such as theft, robbery, conflicts and fornication. 

This indicates that the candidate understood the requirement of the question 
and was able to transfer the knowledge gained in class into daily life 
application. Extract 8.1 is a sample of a good response. 
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Extract 8.1 
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Extract 8.1 shows a sample of a response of a candidate who explained well 
the dangers of taking alcohol and drugs such as increase of level of poverty, 
poor family upbringing, diseases and deaths. 

Conversely, most of the candidates who failed to explain the dangers of 
taking alcohol and drugs lacked adequate knowledge of the subject matter 
and did not adhere to the demand of the question. The candidates were 
expected to use Noah as their reference point, but it seems that they did not 
know about Noah’s life after the floods. Extract 8.2 is a sample of a poor 
response. 
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Extract 8.2 

 

Extract 8.2 is a sample of a response of a candidate who wrote points that are 
not related to the question. Most of the responses were copied from the 
matching items of question 1(b). This might have been due to lack of adequate 
knowledge, poor English Language grammar and writing skills. 

2.2 014/2 BIBLE KNOWLEDGE 2 

2.2.1 Question 1: Short answer questions from the Gospel of Matthew 

This question was compulsory for Section A, and was a general question 
set from the Gospel of Matthew. It had ten (10) items, (a) to (j). The 
candidates were required to provide short answers. 

The question was attempted by 49.7 percent of the candidates who sat for 
the examination; of which, 54.3 percent scored from 9 to 20 marks; 12.5 
percent scored from 6 to 8 marks; and the rest, 33.2 percent, scored from 0 
to 5 marks. The general performance for the question was good because 
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66.8 managed to score 6 marks and above out of 20 marks allocated for the 
question. This performance is illustrated in figure 7. 

 

Figure 7: A bar chart showing the Scores of candidates who attempted question 1. 

In item (a) the candidates were asked, “When Joseph resolved to divorce 
Mary quietly (Matthew 1:20), what did the angel of the Lord say to him?” 

The correct response was, ‘the angel of the Lord said to him, “Joseph, son 
of David, do not fear to take Mary your wife, for that which is conceived in 
her is of the Holy Spirit; she will bear a son, and you will call him Jesus, 
for he will save his people from their sins” (Matthew 1:20-21).’ 

Most of the candidates provided correct responses as required. For 
example, one of the candidate wrote, “Joseph, do not fear to take your wife 
Mary, for what is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit.” 

Those who failed in this item gave responses not related to the demand of 
the item. For example, one of the responses was, “to give Mary a song 
which was called magnificut.” Though the response is in the context of the 
birth of Jesus, it has no connection with the message of the angel to Joseph. 
This implies that the candidate did not understand the task. 

In item (b) they were asked, “When Herod summoned the wise men from 
East secretly, he knew from them what time the star appeared (Matthew 
2:7). What did Herod command the wise men to do?” 

The expected response: Herod commanded the wise men to go and search 
diligently for the child, and if they found the child, they should tell him so 
that he might go and worship him (Matthew 2:8). A good number of 
candidates managed to give the correct response. For example, one of them 
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wrote, “Herod commanded the wise men to give back the report after they 
have seen the baby so that he also should go to worship him.” 

On the other hand, there were some who gave incorrect answers. Their 
answers showed that they did not understand the context of the quotation. 
For example, one of the incorrect responses was, “This man I don’t see 
their problem.”  This candidate confused the story of Herod during the birth 
of Jesus with that of Jesus before Pilate as he was approaching his death. 
Another candidate wrote, “Herode command the wise men to go to 
Jerusalem in order to kill the Jesus because Jesus will become the king and 
Herode did not want Jesus to become a king.” This response is wrong 
because the wise men were not commanded to kill but to inform Herod 
about the child Jesus. 

Item (c) was “Did the wise men from East actually obey the command of 
Herod? Give reasons.” The candidates were to give the following response: 
No. The wise men from the East did not actually obey the command of 
Herod because they were warned by the angel in a dream not to return to 
Herod. Therefore they departed to their home country by another way 
(Matthew 2:12). 

A good number of candidates did well as they gave the correct response. 
For example, this was one of the good responses, “No, because they were 
commanded by the angel of the Lord that they should not go back to Herod 
again because Herod had negative attitude toward the child Jesus.” 

Conversely, those who failed gave responses that showed that they lacked 
knowledge of the story. For example, one of the worst responses was, “Yes. 
Because it was given from the obey it was obeying from that obeying.” 
Another candidate wrote, “There is no holy spirit to the wise men.” 

In item (d), the candidates were required to write about what the angel of 
the Lord told Joseph after the departure of the wise men (Matthew 2:13). 
The correct answer was that the angel of the Lord told Joseph to rise and 
take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there till when 
he would tell him, for Herod wanted to kill the baby (Matthew 2:13). 

Some of the candidates were able to tell what the angel of the Lord told 
Joseph after the departure of the wise men. For example, one of the 
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candidates wrote, “The angel of the Lord told Joseph to take Mary and the 
child Jesus and flee to Egypt for Herod wanted to kill Jesus.” 

On the contrary, there were candidates who gave incorrect responses to the 
item. Instead of telling about what the angel of the Lord told Joseph after 
the departure of the wise men, one of the candidates wrote, “the angle of 
lord tell Joseph it was coming the seven day who will be oky and seven day 
who people was suffering.” Another candidate wrote, “Angel tell that a 
Joseph was to be coming a good leadership.” These two responses show 
that the candidates confused between the story of Joseph of the Old 
Testament when he was in Egypt (Joseph the son of Jacob) and Joseph of 
the New Testament (Joseph the father of Jesus Christ). Another candidate 
wrote, “It was given from the obeying of Herod.” This indicates that some 
of the candidates lacked adequate knowledge concerning the birth of Jesus. 

Item (e) was, “Herod realized that he was tricked by the wise men 
(Matthew 2:6). What was his reaction?” the candidates were expected to 
write, “Herod was furious, and he sent soldiers, and killed all the male 
children in Bethlehem and in around that region, who were two years old or 
under (Matthew 2:16). 

There were candidates who responded correctly and wrote that Herod 
ordered all babies in Bethlehem with one year old and less should be 
killed.” Nevertheless, there were those who failed to give correct responses. 
For example, one of the poor responses was, “Herod was go to Galilaya and 
wise men.” Another candidate wrote, “The herod want to kill the wise 
men.” Moreover, there was a candidate who wrote, “Herod was full with 
holy Spirit.” All these responses imply that the candidates had insufficient 
knowledge of the birth story of Jesus. 

In item (f) the candidates were asked, “When John the Baptist was 
baptizing people in the Jordan he saw the Pharisees and Sadducees coming 
for baptism. Recite his reaction towards them (Matthew 3:7-8).” They were 
expected to write the words of John the Baptist as, “You brood of vipers! 
Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruit that befits 
repentance.” 

Most of the candidates provided relevant points such as the following: 
“John the Baptist said to the Pharisees, ‘You brood of vipers why do you 
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run from the punishment of God for you sins.” There were others who gave 
correct responses but confused or misspelled the word “brood” by writing 
“blood” just as it can be seen in this responses, “John the Baptist told them 
that, ‘You blood of vipers, who warned you to flee and come to be 
baptized?’ John the Baptist told them to repent first before being baptized.”  

There were very few candidates who provided incorrect responses like, 
“When John was Baptist the hall sprit was coming the son of God and 
standing them.” Instead of reciting the reaction of John the candidate wrote 
about the appearance of the Holy Spirit. This indicates that he/she did not 
understand the question. 

Item (g) was, “If you are the Son of God, command these stones to become 
loaves of bread (Matthew 4:3). Who was the addressee and what was the 
response of the addressee?” 

The correct response was: The addressee was Jesus Christ and his response 
was, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word 
that proceeds from the mouth of God’” (Matthew 4:4). 

This item was answered correctly by most of the candidates, an indication 
that they knew the story of Jesus’ temptations by the devil. For example, 
one of the candidates wrote, 

The addressee of this statement was Jesus Christ. Jesus refused to command 
the stones to become loaves of bread and he told Satan that man shall not live 
by bread alone but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God. 

A few candidates provided irrelevant points because they had poor 
knowledge of the topic and poor writing skills. For example, one of the 
poor responses was, “The addressee was Satan who made himself as a 
snake and the response was Jesus Christ.” Similarly, “The demons sayed 
that we cannot leave this man.” 

Item (h) was, “When Jesus walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon 
Peter and his brother Andrew. What did he say to them and what did they 
do thereafter (Matthew 4:18-20).” The candidates were expected to write: 
‘Jesus said, “Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.” Simon Peter 
and Andrew, immediately left their nets and followed him” (Matthew 4:18-
20).’ 
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Most of the candidates responded correctly, indicating the familiarity with 
the topic The Call of Disciples. For example, one of the good responses 
was, “Jesus told them to leave the nets and follow him for he shall make 
them fishers of men; they left everything and followed Jesus.” 

However, there were few candidates whose responses showed that they did 
not know what they were required to respond. The following response may 
serve as an example of that, “The Jesus say that the hall sprit was follow 
you.” Another candidate wrote, “tax collectors.” This shows that the 
candidates did not understand the demand of the question. 

Item (i) was, “When the Pharisees saw Jesus and his disciples eating with 
tax collectors and sinners, they asked his disciples as to why Jesus did this 
(Matthew 9:11). Write down the response of Jesus against the Pharisees’ 
attitude.” The correct response was: “Those who are well have no need of a 
physician, but those who are sick…For I came not to call the righteous, but 
the sinners (Matthew 9:12-13).” In this item there were some of the 
candidates who managed to respond correctly. Some of the correct 
responses provided by the candidates include, “Jesus answered the 
Pharisees that he has come to save the sinners and not the righteous one.” 
Similarly, another candidate wrote, 

The response of Jesus against the Pharisees’ attitude was, ‘A person who is 
well does not need a physician but he who is not well needs a physician, I did 
not come for the well but for the sinners and tax collectors. 

However, some candidates failed to provide the expected responses. One of 
the examples of poor responses was written,  

…and Jesus told them if you know that you have taken anything of your 
neighbour you must to return and the tax collector told Jesus I would to return 
all of may anything and are half of may kind and to gave the poor. 

The candidates here mixed up materials from the Ministry of John the 
Baptist at Jordan and the story of Jesus in the house of Zacchaeus. This 
shows that the candidate had inadequate knowledge of the topic and 
language barrier. 

In item (j) the candidates were required to state the great commission as 
recorded in Matthew 28:19-20. The expected response was, “Go therefore 
and make disciples of all nations baptizing them in the name of the Father 
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and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I 
have commanded you; and behold, I am with you always, to the close of 
the age.” 

A few candidates were able to provide the correct response in this part. The 
following is a response of one of the candidates: 

The great commission as recorded in Matthew 28:19-20 is that Jesus told his 
disciples to go around the world to make the people to be his disciples by 
baptizing them in the name of father, son and Holy Spirit. 

However, some candidates failed to provide the expected responses. One of 
the examples of poor responses was written, “Jesus was introduce the sign 
of removing the sins through praying to God.” 

Generally,  most of the candidates performed well by giving relevant points 
according to the demands of the question, as they were required by each 
item. This shows that the candidates had understood well the requirement 
of the question and had adequate knowledge of the Gospel of Matthew and 
also lacked skills on answering the questions. Extract 9.1 is a sample of a 
good response to question 1. 

Extract 9.1 
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Extract 9.1 is a sample of a response of a candidate who responded correctly 
by giving relevant points to all items in question 1. 

Extract 9.2 is a sample of a poor response. 

Extract 9.2 
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Extract 9.2 shows a sample of a response of a candidate who wrote points that 
are not related to the given items. The candidate lacked adequate knowledge. 
Also, poor English language grammar might be the major factor for his/her 
failure. 

2.2.2 Question 2: The Gospel According to Matthew: The Ministry of Jesus 
Christ 

The candidates were given a statement, “Matthew is said to be a Gospel of 
the King.” Then they were required to show how the kingship of Jesus is 
prominently evident in the gospel according to Matthew by giving five 
points. 

The expected points were: The genealogy of Jesus is traced back to 
Abraham through Davidic lineage to show kingship (Matthew 1:1; The 
wise men from the East came to Jerusalem seeking the new born king. 
Information was given that a king was born in Bethlehem (Matthew 2:1-6); 
The city of Jerusalem is the holy city and city of the great king when he 
warned people on swearing (Matthew 5:35); Some parables portray Jesus 
as the coming king and kingdom. Jesus will sit on his throne, and his 
followers on the twelve thrones (Matthew 19:28); Entering Jerusalem, 
Jesus accepted his title as a king, prince of peace through symbolism 
(Matthew 21:1-11). 

The question was attempted by 11.9 percent of the candidates who sat for 
the examination; of which, 85.5 percent scored from 0 to 5 marks; 6.0 
percent scored from 6 to 8 marks; and the rest, 8.5 percent, scored from 9 to 
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20 marks. The general performance for this question was weak. This is 
illustrated in figure 8. 

 

Figure 8: A bar chart showing the scores of candidates who attempted question 2. 

Most of the candidates failed in this question because they provided 
incorrect responses which showed that they lacked adequate knowledge of 
the topic and did not understand the demand of the question. There were 
some who wrote answers which had no connection with the question. For 
example, one of the candidates wrote, “(i) It was prohibited from the 
gospel. (ii) It was given from the gospel. (iii) It was showing from the 
Matthew of Jesus…” This indicates that the candidate did not understand 
the task of the question. Another candidate wrote: 

This is on the way that Matthew he was a very good sinner but at all in all at 
last he decided to become a very good priests and a person who was on the 
side of god and it was something amazing to hear all about the sinners. 
Matthew had an opportunity to god where by also been trusted by Jesus 
because also had faith by himself and to everyone but also he showed love to 
almost everyone. Matthew also was appreciated by almost everyone because 
he was equally to everyone he was been supported in doing almost everything 
to Jerusalem he was fairly… 

This response is incorrect because it is about Matthew instead of showing 
how the kingship of Jesus is prominently evident in the Gospel according to 
Matthew. The response has also a sense of the conversion of Paul in the 
book of Acts of Apostles instead of kingship in Matthew. Extract 10.1 is a 
sample of a poor response in question 2. 
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Extract 10.1 

 

Extract 10.1 shows a sample of a poor response from a candidate who failed to 
show the kingship of Jesus in Matthew. Instead he/she wrote instructions on 
conduct and prayer in Matthew 7:7-9 and how God can help those who have 
problems. 

Although most of the candidates failed in this question, there were few who 
answered it correctly. They were able to show various occasions in the 
gospel that depict Jesus as a King such as his royal ancestry and Jesus’ 
triumphal entry into Jerusalem. Some of them had very good English 
grammar and arranged their work properly. Extract 10.2 shows an example 
of a response of a candidate who did well. 
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Extract 10.2 

 

Extract 10.2 shows a sample of a good response of a candidate who was able 
to show how the kingship of Jesus was prominent in the Gospel according to 
Matthew. 
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2.2.3 Question 3: The Gospel According to Matthew: The Ministry of Jesus 
Christ 

The candidates were required to read the following passage from Matthew 
13:24-30 and answer the questions that follow: 

24 Another parable he put before them, saying, “The kingdom of heaven 
may be compared to a man who sowed good seed in his field; 25 but while 
men were sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, 
and went away. 26 So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the 
weeds appeared also. 27 And the servants (slaves) of the householder came 
and said to him, ‘Sir, did you not sow good seed in your field? How then 
has it weeds?’ 28 He said to them, ‘An enemy has done this.’ The servants 
(slaves) said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’ 29 But 
he said, ‘No; lest in gathering the weeds you root up the wheat along with 
them. 30 Let both grow together until the harvest; and at harvest time I will 
tell the reapers, gather the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be 
burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.’” 

Questions: 
(a) What do you understand by the term “parable” as used in the passage? 
(b) What do the following represent in the passage? 

(i) The sower. 
(ii) The field. 
(iii) The good seed. 
(iv) The weeds. 
(v) The enemy. 
(vi) The harvest. 
(vii) The reapers. 

(c) Give four reasons as to why Jesus used parables in his teaching. 
(d) Mention three parables recorded in Matthew apart from the parable of 

the weeds. 

The following were the expected responses: (a) A parable is a story 
describing a situation in everyday life, which, (as Jesus used), convey a 
spiritual meaning or a moral teaching. 

(b) (i) The sower represents the son of Man (Jesus). (ii) The field represents 
the world. (iii) The good seed represents the sons of the kingdom. (iv) 
The weeds are the sons of the evil one. (v) The enemy represents the 
devil. (vi) The harvest is the close of the age. (vii) The reapers are the 
angels of God. 
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(c) The reasons as to why Jesus used parables in his teaching were that, 
parables gave vivid and memorable expressions to his teachings. They 
led those who heard to reflect on Jesus’ words and bear responsibility 
for their decision to accept or oppose his claim. They reduced specific 
grounds for contention by hostile listeners such as the Pharisees, 
Scribes and Sadducees. They are the best way to present the message 
than mere words could have done on their own. 

(d) The parables recorded in Matthew apart from the parable of the weeds 
include the parable of the sower (Matthew 13:1-23), the mustard seed 
(Matthew 13:31-32), the yeast (Matthew 13:33), the hidden treasure 
(Matthew 13:44), the merchant & fine pearl (Matthew 13:45-46), the 
net (Matthew 13:47-50), the lost sheep (Matthew 18:10-14), the 
unforgiving servant (Matthew 18:23-35), the labourers in the vineyard 
(Matthew 20:1-16), the two sons (Matthew 21:28-32), the wicked 
tenants (Matthew 21:33-46), the wedding banquet (Matthew 22:1-14), 
the unfaithful slave (Matthew 24:45-51) the ten bridesmaids (Matthew 
25:1-13) and the talents (Matthew 25:14-30). 

The question was attempted by 45.3 percent of the candidates who sat for 
the examination; of which, 58.8 percent scored from 9 to 20 marks; 14.2 
percent scored from 6 to 8 marks and 27.0 percent scored from 0 to 5 
marks. The general performance for the question was good. Figure 9 
illustrates this performance. 

 

Figure 9: A pie chart showing the scores of candidates who attempted question 3. 

The analysis above shows that 73.0 percent of the candidates responded 
correctly and scored from 6 to 20 marks, out of the 20 marks allocated for 
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the question. This performance might be attributed to the candidates’ 
familiarity with the Gospel according to Matthew in general, and the 
Ministry of Jesus Christ in particular. Most of the candidates managed to 
define the term “parable” in (a) correctly, to interpret correctly the seven 
terms given in (b), to give four relevant reasons as to why Jesus used 
parables in his teaching for part (c) and to mention three parables recorded 
in Matthew apart from the parable of the weeds for part (d). Extract 11.1 is 
a sample of a good response. 

Extract 11.1 
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Extract 11.1 shows a sample of a good response of a candidate who was able 
to define parable, to interpret the parable of the weeds, to give reasons for 
Jesus to teach by using parables and managed to mention the parables as was 
asked. 

Conversely, those who performed poorly were unable to present the 
required responses to most of the items. For example, in (a) one of the 
candidates wrote, “Parable – Son of God came to serve the people who 
have sinner and all people who have not sinned without racism.” This is not 
a definition of a parable. Another one wrote, “Parable is the word of God 
which were given from the parable.” There were some who misunderstood 
the word parable as miracle. Instead of defining parable, they wrote about 
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miracles. For example one of the candidates wrote, “The action of God or 
Jesus to do wonderful like heal sick man.” 

In part (b) they were also unable to interpret the parable through the seven 
terms given. For example, one of the candidates wrote, “they were provided 
from the given which are provided from those that are used from the peace 
talk and identifying from the agreement.” This response is not an 
interpretation of the parable and has no connection with the demand of the 
question. Another one wrote: 

(i) The sower was like to slide down. (ii) The field was the thing which put 
seed. (iii) The good seed was a good fruits. (iv) The weeds was like a seed. (v) 
The enemy was the people who can’t love you. (vi) The harvest was the seed 
delivered. (vii) The reapers was the people who worked in the farm. 

This implies that the candidate lacked enough skill in the interpretation of 
parables. Furthermore, in (c) like in part (b) some of the candidates failed to 
give reasons as to why Jesus used parables in his teaching. For example, 
one of them wrote statements which were not reasons as follows: (i) Does 
not want people to know his field, (ii) Does not want people to know his 
enemies. (iii) Does not want people to know his harvest. (iv) Does not want 
people to know his weeds. 

In part (d) some of the candidates did not manage to mention the parables 
as was required. For instance, instead of mentioning parables, one of them 
wrote, “Heal the blinded man. Change divine from water. Feed 4000 people 
with a bread.” These are miracles, not parables. The candidate did not 
understand the meaning of the word parable. Another candidate wrote, 
“Change stone to become a loaves of bread. Through up down your self I 
will give you what do want. If you’re the son of God pray with me and 
worship with me.” These were Jesus’ temptations but the candidate 
regarded them as parables. This is due to lack of adequate knowledge of the 
topic. 

In general, most of the candidates who failed in this question had 
inadequate knowledge concerning the parable of the weed. There were 
some who simply copied parts of the given passage as their responses as 
shown in Extract 11.2. 
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Extract 11.2 

 

Extract 11.2 shows a sample of a response of a candidate who failed to 
define the word parable and could not interpret the terms given in the 
parable but copied some words from the passage. 

2.2.4 Question 4: The Gospel According to Matthew: The Ministry of Jesus 
Christ 

In this question, the candidates were given a statement, “In the Gospel 
according to Matthew, Jesus is reported to have approved/acknowledged 
people’s faith” and were required to identify three occasions to justify the 
statement and in two points, explain how true faith can help believers today 
in their daily lives. 

The expected response was, Jesus approved the faith of a centurion (A 
Roman military official), who sought Jesus to heal his servant, but 
believing that he could do so without necessarily entering his house. He 
approved the faith of the men who brought the paralytic for healing. 
(Matthew 9:1-8). Jesus acknowledged the faith of the woman with a 
haemorrhage who touched his cloak (Matthew 9:20-22). He acknowledged 
the faith of the two blind men who followed him, crying loudly, “Have 
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mercy on us, son of David!” (Matthew 9:27-21). Jesus acknowledged the 
faith of the Canaanite woman (Matthew 15:21-28). 

The explanation on how true faith can help today’s believers in their daily 
lives is that true faith leads to the confidence of one to get help when one 
asks from God faithfully. By having true faith one is justified and is saved 
by God. It is through faith that we receive salvation (forgiveness of sins). 
Trusting in God’s power of healing and daring to talk to God heals, even 
without physical touch, as did to the officer’s servant. 

The question was attempted by 28.4 percent of the candidates who sat for 
the examination; of which, 40.6 percent scored from 0 to 5 marks; 20.8 
percent scored from 6 to 8 marks; and the rest, 38.6 percent, scored from 9 
to 20 marks. Table 3 illustrates this analysis of performance. 

Scores 
Candidates  

Remarks 
Number Percentage (%) 

0 – 5 1,448 40.6 Weak 
6 – 8 739 20.8 Average 
9 – 20 1,376 38.6 Good 

Total 3,563 100.0  

Table 3: A table showing the scores of candidates who attempted question 4. 

The general performance in this question was good because the percentage 
of candidates who scored 30 percent or above were 59.4. A good number of 
candidates identified the occasions to justify the statement by giving 
relevant points as they were demanded by the question. They were able to 
explain how true faith could help believers in their daily lives. Extract 12.1 
is a sample of a good response. 
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Extract 12.1 

 

Extract 12.1 shows a sample of a response of a candidate who identified the 
occasions where Jesus acknowledged people’s faith and explained how true 
faith can help today’s believers in their daily life. 
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On the other hand, 40.6 percent of the candidates were unable to give the 
required responses. They gave responses that were out of context as 
indication that they either did not understand the demand of the question or 
they lacked adequate knowledge of the occasions in question. Some of the 
candidates tried to explain about the ministry of Jesus Christ instead of 
providing occasions where Jesus approved people’s faith. The following is 
an example of a response from a candidate who wrote about Jesus’ faith 
instead of Jesus’ acknowledgement of people’s faith: 

(i) During his life time Jesus cured many people as how mention writes his 
gospel because he believed in what he was doing. (ii) During his life time he 
preached the good news of God because he believed what it can change and 
other people in their faith. (iii) He has acknowledged people’s faith because he 
was carried and died on the cross because of our sin: He believe that people 
could be saved. 

A number of candidates copied their responses from other questions in the 
paper as their responses to question 4. For example, instead of providing 
three occasions from the Gospel to justify the statement, one of the 
candidates copied from the passage in question 3 and wrote,  

Three occasions approved people’s faith (a) Field, this can 
approved/acknowledge people’s faith due to field. (b) Enemy, people’s faith 
can be approved /acknowledged due to the enemy. (c) Good seed – this good 
seed it can be approved/acknowledged the people’s faith. 

Moreover, some of the candidates were unable to explain how true faith can 
help today’s believers in their daily lives. This can be seen in the following 
response:  

(i) Faith can builds up on how someone to believe because you cannot yet wait 
for someone else to give you faith its only by god’s way and your own way of 
life. (ii) Also faith can build up by someone when god is in your side by that 
god can stay in your side by the way on your sins they are, but if you have no 
sins the faith can be build up. 

Extract 12.2 is a sample of a poor response in question 4. 
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Extract 12.2 

  

Extract 12.1 shows a sample of a response of a candidate who could not 
identify the occasions where Jesus acknowledged people’s faith. Instead 
he/she wrote statements related to the passage in question 3. 

2.2.5 Question 5: Short answer questions from the Gospel of Luke 

This question was compulsory for Section B, and was a general question set 
from the Gospel of Luke. It consisted of ten (10) items, (a) to (j). The 
candidates were required to provide short answers. 

The question was attempted by 50.4 percent of the candidates who sat for 
the examination; of which, 72.4 percent scored from 9 to 20 marks; 13.9 
percent scored from 6 to 8 marks; and the rest, 13.7 percent, scored from 0 
to 5 marks. The general performance for this question was good because 
86.3 percent of the candidates scored 30 percent or above. Table 4 
illustrates this analysis of performance. 
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Scores 
Candidates  

Remarks 
Number Percentage (%) 

0 – 5 862 13.7 Weak 
6 – 8 883 13.9 Average 

9 – 20 4,563 72.4 Good 

Total 6,314 100.0  

Table 4: A table showing the scores of candidates who attempted question 5. 

Item (a) was, When Zechariah the priest was serving in the temple he saw 
an angel and was afraid (Luke 1:12). What did the angel say to Zechariah in 
connection to his fear?” the candidates were required to write, “Do not be 
afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer is heard, and your wife Elizabeth will 
bear you a son, and you shall call his name John” (Luke 1:12). 

Item (b) was, Mary hesitated when the angel told her that she would bear a 
son, but the angel insisted, ‘For with God nothing will be impossible’ 
(Luke 1:37). What did Mary say to the angel? The candidates were 
expected to write, “Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord; let it be to me 
according to your word” (Luke 1:38). 

In item (c) the candidates were given the following words: After the birth 
of Jesus, there was a man who rejoiced at seeing Jesus brought in the 
temple and blessed God, saying, “Lord, now you let your servant depart in 
peace, according to your word…” (Luke 2:25-29). Then they were required 
to describe the man referred to in the statement. The correct description was 
as follows: The man was Simeon. He was a righteous and devout, looking 
for the consolation of Israel. He was filled with the Holy Spirit. The Holy 
Spirit had revealed to him that he should not die before he had seen the 
Lord’s Christ. 

Item (d) was, “In Jerusalem there was a prophetess called Anna, the 
daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher (Luke 2:36-38). Briefly explain 
her life history.” The candidates were expected to write, Prophetess Anna 
was a woman of old age, she had lived with her husband seven years from 
her virginity, and she became a widow (her husband died) till she was 
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eighty-four years of age. She did no depart from the temple, worshipping 
with fasting and prayer night and day (Luke 2:36-38). 

In item (e) the candidates were required to explain what happened at 
Jordan, when Jesus was praying after he had been baptized according to 
Luke 3:21-22. The correct explanation was, After all the people had been 
baptized and when Jesus also was baptized and was praying, the heaven 
was opened, and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form, as a 
dove, and a voice came from heaven, “You are my beloved Son; with 
whom I am well pleased” (Luke 3:21-22). 

Item (f) was, “At Nazareth, his home place, Jesus was rejected by his own 
people, and they attempted to kill him (Luke 4:29). Tell the action which 
the people did against Jesus.” The correct response was, The people were 
filled with wrath, and rose and put him out of the city, and led him to the 
brow of the hill on which their city was built, that they might throw him 
down headlong (Luke 4:28-29). 

Item (g) was, “At Capernaum Jesus went in the synagogue and as he taught, 
a man with the spirit of unclean demon cried out with a loud voice (Luke 
4:31-34). What did the demon say?” In this item the candidates were 
expected to write, “The demon cried with a loud voice, “Ah! What have 
you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know 
who you are, the Holy one of God.” 

In item (h) the candidates were required to write down the response of 
Jesus to the quotation, “The disciples of John fast often and offer prayers, 
and so do the disciples of the Pharisees, but yours eat and drink” (Luke 
5:33). The correct response was, Jesus said, “Can you make wedding guests 
fast while the bridegroom is with them? The days will come, when the 
bridegroom is taken away from them, and then they will fast in those days” 
(Luke 5:34-35). 

Item (i) was, “John the Baptist sent two of his disciples to ask Jesus, “Are 
you he who is to come, or shall we look for another?” (Luke 7:19). What 
did Jesus tell them?” the candidates were expected to write, Jesus told 
them, “Go and tell John what you have seen and heard: the blind receive 
their sight, the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, the dead 
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are raised up, the poor have good news preached to them...blessed is he 
who takes no offense at me” (Luke 7:22-23). 

Item (j) was, “At Samaria the villagers refused to receive Jesus because his 
face was set toward Jerusalem (Luke 9:53). What reaction did the disciples 
of Jesus give with regard to the rejection?” the following was the required 
response: The disciple of Jesus said, “Lord, do you want us to bid fire come 
down from heaven and consume them? (Luke 9:54). 

As already noted, the general performance for this question was good; 
since, 86.3 percent of the candidates who attempted the question scored 
from 6 to 20 marks (i.e., 30-100%). The reason for the good performance in 
this question was candidates’ adequate knowledge of the Gospel according 
to Luke and that they understood and adhered to the requirement of each of 
the items in the question. Extract 13.1 is a sample of a good response in 
question 5. 

Extract 13.1 
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Extract 13.1 shows a sample of a good response of a candidate who answered 
well all the items in question 5. The candidate gave the responses in good 
English language grammar. 

On the other hand, the candidates who failed gave responses which 
indicated that they had no idea of what to do with the items. Due to lack of 
adequate knowledge of the gospel of Luke and failure to understand the 
items, some of them responded to very few items and some left gaps 
without answers. However, their attempts were in vain because they 
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answered incorrectly. Other candidates simply wrote irrelevant responses 
that had no connection with the items. Extract 13.2 is a sample of a poor 
response to question 5. 

Extract 13.2 

 

Extract 13.2 shows a sample of a response of a candidate who gave incorrect 
responses to eight items while two items were avoided. 

Extract 13.3 is another sample of a poor response. 

Extract 13.3 

 

Extract 13.3 shows a sample of a response of a candidate who attempted three 
items but gave incorrect responses while seven items were left without 
answers. This indicates that the candidate did not know the requirements 
of any of the items. 
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2.2.6 Question 6: The Gospel of Luke: The Parables of Jesus Christ 

The candidates were required to read the following passage from Luke 
20:9-19 and answer the questions that follow: 

9And he began to tell the people this parable: “A man planted a vineyard, 
and let it out to the tenants, and went into another country for a long while. 
10When the time came, he sent a servant to the tenants, that they should 
give him some of the fruit of the vineyard; but the tenants beat him, and 
sent him away empty-handed. 11And he sent another servant; him also they 
beat and treated shamefully, and sent him away empty-handed. 12and he 
sent yet a third; this one they wounded and cast out. 13Then the owner of 
the vineyard said, ‘What shall I do? I will send my beloved son; it may be 
they will respect him.’ 14But when the tenants saw him, they said to 
themselves, ‘This is the heir; let us kill him, that the inheritance may be 
ours.’ 15and they cast him out of the vineyard and killed him. What then will 
the owner of the vineyard do to them? 16He will come and destroy those 
tenants, and give the vineyard to others.” When they heard this, they said, 
“God forbid!” 17But he looked at them and said, “What then is this that is 
written: ‘The very stone which the builders rejected has become the head of 
the corner’? 18Everyone who falls on that stone will be broken to pieces; 
but when it falls on any one it will crush him.” 19The scribes and the chief 
priests tried to lay hands on him at that very hour, but they feared the 
people; for they perceived that he had told this parable against them. 

Questions: 
(a) What do you understand by the term “parable” as used in the passage? 
(b) What do the following represent in the passage? 

(i) The vineyard. 
(ii) The owner of the vineyard. 
(iii) The tenants. 
(iv) The servants. 
(v) The beloved son. 
(vi) The fruit of the vineyard. 

(c) Give four reasons as to why Jesus used parables in his teaching. 
(d) Mention three parables recorded in Luke apart from the parable of the 

tenants. 
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The expected responses were as follows: (a) A parable is a story describing 
a situation in everyday life which, (as Jesus used), convey a spiritual 
meaning or a moral teaching. 

(b) (i) The vineyard represents the people of Israel (the congregation). (ii) 
The owner of the vineyard represents God. (iii) The tenants represent 
the scribes and the Pharisees who were planning Jesus’ death. (iv) The 
servants represent the prophets/apostles sent among the scribes and 
Pharisees. (v) The beloved son represents Jesus Christ, sent to the 
world. (vi) The fruit of the vineyard may represent the new converts or 
the new followers of Jesus. 

(c) The reasons as to why Jesus used parables in his teaching: parables gave 
vivid and memorable expressions to his teachings. They led those who 
heard to reflect on Jesus’ words and bear responsibility for their 
decision to accept or oppose his claim. They reduced specific grounds 
for contention by hostile listeners such the Pharisees, Scribes and 
Sadducees. They are the best method to present the message than mere 
words could have done on their own. 

(d) The parables recorded in Luke apart from the parable of the tenants: 
The parable of the Sower (Luke 8:4-15), the parable of the Good 
Samaritan (Luke 10:25-37), the parable of the Rich Fool (Luke 12:13-
21), the parable of the Mustard Seed (Luke 13:18-19), the parable of the 
Yeast (Luke 13:20-21), the parable of the Great Dinner (Luke 14:15-
24), and the parable of the Lost Sheep (Luke 15:1-7). 

The question was attempted by 47.1 percent of the candidates who sat for 
the examination; of which, 78.2 percent scored from 9 to 20 marks; 11.9 
percent scored from 6 to 8 marks; and the rest, 9.9 percent, scored from 0 to 
5 marks. This analysis is shown in Table 5. 

Scores 
Candidates  

Remarks 
Number Percentage (%) 

0 – 5 586 9.9 Weak 
6 – 8 703 11.9 Average 
9 – 20 4,616 78.2 Good 
Total 5,905 100.0  

Table 5: A table showing the scores of candidates who attempted question 6. 
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The analysis above shows that, 90.1 percent of the candidates responded 
correctly and scored 6 to 20 marks, that is, 30 to 100 percent. This 
performance might be attributed to the candidates’ familiarity with the 
Gospel according to Luke in general, and the Ministry of Jesus Christ in 
particular. Most of the candidates defined the term “parable” in (a) 
correctly; they interpreted correctly the six terms given in (b); they gave 
four relevant reasons as to why Jesus used parables in his teaching for part 
(c); and mentioned three parables recorded in Luke apart from the parable 
of the weeds for part (d). Extract 14.1 is a sample of a good response. 

Extract 14.1 
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Extract 14.1 shows a sample of a response of a candidate who was able to 
define the term parable, to interpret the parable through the given words, to 
give reasons for Jesus to use parables in his teaching and mentioned the 
parables as required. 

However, few candidates could not define the word parable. This indicated 
that they did not know what a parable is. For example, one of the 
candidates wrote, “Parable means misunderstanding.” This response shows 
that the candidate had in mind the word “paradox” which may mean 
contradiction or puzzle. Another candidate wrote, “(a) God forbid!” This 
phrase was copied from the passage. These responses show that the 
candidates had inadequate knowledge about Jesus Parables in Luke. 

In part (b) the candidates were required to interpret the parable (to write 
down what the parable mean) through the selected six words or phrases 
from the passage. Those who failed had varieties of wrong responses. For 
example, one of them wrote: 

(i) Vineyard. In the passage its been used as a part of the vegetable. (ii) The 
owner of the vineyard its represented the owner who is owning that of the 
vineyard. (iii) The tenants as people who are living in a certain area. (iv) The 
servants are the people who where trated badly and sended away empty-
handed. (v) The beloved son is the one who was really loved by the one who 
was the servant in the passage. (vi) The fruit of the vineyard represented as the 
fruit which is used to prepare the vineyard as well as the vinegar. 

Another candidate wrote, “(i) Vineyard – drink, (ii) owner of the vineyard – 
Luke a man who planted the vineyard, (iii) tenants – candidates, (iv) 
servants – people, (v) the beloved Son – the son of Luke, (vi) fruit of the 
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vineyard – Luke.” These responses indicate that candidates lacked skill in 
interpretation of parables. The responses are simply worldly meanings of 
the given words instead of spiritual meaning. 

In part (c) the candidates were required to give four reasons as to why Jesus 
used parables in his teaching. Most of the candidates who failed in this 
question gave wrong reasons. For example, one of the poor responses on 
this part was as follows: “Jesus used parables in his teaching because also 
was a going away. Also to make the students of Jesus to become honestly 
and to have faith.” Another candidate wrote, “Because a man planted a 
vineyard. Because that they should give him some of the fruit of the 
vine…” The candidates did not understand the requirement of the question, 
thus the former wrote responses out of context and the later copied 
statements from the parable. 

In part (d) they were required to mention parables recorded in Luke apart 
from the parable of the tenants. However, some candidates failed to do so. 
Some of them mentioned parables not in Luke but in Matthew. For 
example, one of them wrote, “the parable of the ten bridesmaids.” This is 
found in Matthew 25:1-13 not in Luke. This indicates that the candidate 
had inadequate knowledge of the parables in Luke. Some of them wrote 
incorrect words for the lost son, especially when they wanted to write 
“prodigal son” they misspelled it and wrote, “Parable of the polygon son” 
and another wrote, “Parable of the Portugal son” and “parable of the 
prolonged son”. One of the candidates failed to mention the parable of the 
sower and instead he/she wrote, “The parable of grasshopper burying seeds 
in the soil.” The problem here was a confusion of the word m-panzi in 
Swahili for a Sower with panzi a Swahili word for “grasshopper.” The 
struggle of the candidate was to get the English word (sower) for mpanzi, 
ending in writing grasshopper. Extract 14.2 is a sample of a poor response. 
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Extract 14.2 

 

Extract 14.2 shows a sample of a response of a candidate who failed to define 
the word parable and could not interpret the terms given in the parable but 
copied some words from the passage as responses for parts (a), (b), (c) and 
(d). 
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2.2.7 Question 7: The Gospel According to Luke: Jesus in Jerusalem 

The candidates were given the statement, “According to Luke 23:1-2, the 
Jewish council brought Jesus to Pilate.” Then they were required to answer 
the following questions: (a) Identify and explain three accusations brought 
against Jesus. (b) Were those accusations in 7(a) above true or not? Briefly 
give reason(s) for your answer. (c) Cite three people who acknowledged the 
innocence of Jesus, giving examples of their statements of 
acknowledgement. 

The expected responses include: (a) (i) The accusation of misleading the 
people. Jesus was charged of instigating people against the Roman 
government so that the government represented by Pilate would see him as 
a dangerous person. (ii) Stopping people from paying tax. (iii) Calling 
himself King of the Jews. (b) No; those accusations were not true. The Jews 
brought false accusations, because no where did Jesus instigate people 
against the government, nor did he forbid paying tax, or did he call himself 
King of the Jews. (c) (i) Pilate acknowledged Jesus’ innocence. He 
interrogated Jesus and found no crime, and said to the chief priests, “I find 
no crime in this man” (Luke 23:1-6, 14). (ii) Pilate and Herod found no 
guilt against Jesus (Luke 23:13-14). (iii) The penitent/repentant robber 
acknowledged the innocence of Jesus (Luke 23:41). (iv) The centurion at 
the Cross admitted that Jesus was innocent (Luke 23:47). 

The question was attempted by 15.4 percent of the candidates who sat for 
the examination; of which, 56.8 percent scored from 0 to 5 marks; 15.4 
percent scored from 6 to 8 marks; and the rest, 27.8 percent, scored from 9 
to 20 marks. This analysis is illustrated in figure 10. 

	  

Figure 10: A bar chart showing the scores of candidates who attempted question 7. 
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Generally, the performance for the question was good as 72.2 percent of the 
candidate scored 6 to 20 marks. A number of candidates were able to 
identify and to explain the three accusations brought against Jesus in part 
(a). In part (b), the candidates were required to answer the question whether 
the accusations identified in 7(a) were true or not, supporting their answers 
with reasons. Most of the candidates responded correctly by supporting 
their answers with relevant arguments. In part (c) the candidates had to cite 
three people who acknowledged the innocence of Jesus, giving examples of 
their statements of acknowledgement. Most of the candidates provided 
relevant responses for this part of the question. Extract 15.1 is a sample of a 
good response. 

Extract 15.1 
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Extract 15.1 shows a candidate's response which met the requirement of 
the question. The candidate identified and explained the accusations 
against Jesus, to give reasons whether the accusations were true or not, 
and to cite and explain the names of people who acknowledged the 
innocence of Jesus. 

However, few candidates did not answer the question according to the text 
given (Luke 23:1-2); but they gave the accusations using their general 
knowledge from other gospels. For example, in part (a) some of the 
candidates explained the accusation that Jesus would destroy the temple. 
This is in the gospel of John. Others wrote the accusation of violating 
Jewish traditions which is in Matthew. There were some who wrote the 
accusation that Jesus was breaking the Sabbath. Such accusations were 
correct but they were not within the given text. In part (b) some of the 
candidates failed to understand the question. For example, one of the 
candidates wrote, “It was true because he was preaching and talking the 
words and the Jewish were hungry (probably meant ‘angry’).” Few 
candidates said that it was true that Jesus claimed to be a king. This shows 
that the candidates had not mastered the story of the passion and 
specifically the accusations before Pilate and did not know the task of the 
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question. Moreover, in part (c) few candidates cited the names of the 
people who acknowledged the innocence of Jesus but they failed to provide 
examples of their statements of acknowledgement that Jesus was innocent. 
Some of the candidates misunderstood the word acknowledge to mean 
blame or accuse. For example one of the candidates wrote: 

The people who acknowledged the innocence of Jesus - Judah Isaccote , 
Simeon, Judah. Examples of their statements of acknowledgement. God or 
Jesus save your self and save us if your true son of God during the cross one 
of the helper. Jesus if you are messah may change the white to the blood and 
also change the stones to the brade. Jesus there is the father who are son want 
fish and give his an snake or need brade and given his stones  

The candidate wrote names and statements which had no connection with 
each other. The response shows that the candidate had poor knowledge of 
the topic and did not understand the task of the question. Extract 15.2 is a 
sample of such responses. 

Extract 15.2 

 

Extract 15.2 shows a sample of a poor response of a candidate who failed to 
identify and explain the accusations against Jesus, to give reasons whether the 
accusations were true or not, and to cite the people who acknowledge the 
innocence of Jesus. 
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2.2.8 Question 8: The Gospel According to Luke: The Sermon on the Plain 

Given the statement, “In Luke 7:11-17 there is the event whereby Jesus 
raised the widow’s son at Nain”, the candidates were required to answer the 
following questions: (a) Summarize the story. (b) Give five lessons you can 
get from the event. 

The expected responses were (a) As Jesus he drew near the gate of the city 
of Nain, he saw men carrying a dead man who was the only son of his 
mother, who was a widow. When the Lord saw her He had compassion, He 
said to her, “Do not weep”. Jesus came near and touched the bier and the 
bearers stood still. Jesus said to the dead man, “Young man, I say to you, 
arise.” And the dead man sat up and began to speak. Jesus gave him (the 
raised man) to his mother. Fear seized them all; and they glorified God, 
saying, “A great prophet has arisen among us!” and “God has visited his 
people!” This report concerning him spread through the whole Judea and 
all the surrounding country. (b) Lessons from the event: Jesus is a 
compassionate and merciful Lord. Jesus has power over death. Jesus is the 
comforter. Jesus’ miracles are for glorification of God. The event was a 
means of evangelization and witness to the un-evangelized areas, for those 
who witnessed the event spread the good news elsewhere. Jesus wanted to 
create the awareness concerning the presence of God among the people. 

The question was attempted by 35.3 percent of the candidates who sat for 
the examination; of which, 93.4 percent scored from 9 to 20 marks; 3.5 
percent scored from 6 to 8 marks; and the rest, 3.1 percent, scored from 0 to 
5 marks. Figure 11 illustrates this performance. 

 

Figure 11: A pie chart showing the scores of candidates who attempted question 8. 
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The analysis shows that this question was performed well because 96.5 
percent of the candidates who attempted it scored 6 marks and above. In 
part (a), where the candidates had to summarize the event in which Jesus 
raised the widow’s son at Nain as recorded in Luke 7:11-17, most of them 
were able to provide the required responses. Likewise, in part (b) they 
managed to give five relevant lessons from the event. Extract 16.1 is a 
sample of a good response to question 8. 

Extract 16.1 
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Extract 16.1 is a sample of a response from a candidate who summarized the 
event of Jesus raising the widow’s son at Nain and to give the lessons from the 
event of Jesus raising the widow’s son at Nain. 

On the other hand, the few candidates who scored low marks in this 
question gave responses that showed that, they had inadequate knowledge 
concerning the miracle at Nain. In part (a), some of the candidates wrote 
about the event of Jesus raising Lazarus and Jesus raising the daughter of 
Jairus instead of the widow’s son at Nain. Moreover, some of the 
candidates wrote about the offering of the widow. There was also a 
candidate who wrote about Jesus raising the daughter of Lazarus, 
something which does not exist in the Bible. Another wrote: 

In Luke 7:11-17 here is the event where by Jesus raised the widow’s son at 
Nain, but the story of Nain it was like this. Nain was the husband of Sappra 
who was know will the world of God but Nain and his wife was lie and was 
having bad behaviour of stolen thing of God. 

This response is in the context of Acts 5:1-10 which is about Ananias and 
Sapphira who were not faithful to God. 

In part (b) where they were required to give lessons, some of them could 
not provide any and others provided irrelevant lessons. For example, there 
was a candidate who wrote, “The scribes and the chief priests. They kill 
him the Nain. He was know the world of God. He was disobedient of the 
world of God.”  This response shows that the candidate faced a language 
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barrier. Another candidate provided some points that one could not guess 
what the candidate really wanted to say. This is shown in Extract 16.2. 

Extract 16.2 

 

Extract 16.2 shows a sample of a response from a candidate who wrote about 
snake, tax collector and soldier instead of summarizing the story of Jesus 
raising the widow’s son at Nain in (a), and failed to provide lessons from the 
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event of Jesus raising the widow’s son at Nain. The candidates’ response has a 
tone of the ministry of John the Baptist in Luke 3:10-14. 

2.2.9 Question 9: The Acts of the Apostles: Witnessing in Judea and Samaria 

In this question, the candidates were required to narrate the story of the 
conversion of Cornelius, a Roman centurion as recorded in Acts. 10:1-48. 

The question was attempted by 51.8 percent of the candidates who sat for 
the examination; of which, 52.0 percent scored from 9 to 20 marks; 23.8 
percent scored from 6 to 8 marks; and the rest, 24.2 percent, scored from 0 
to 5 marks. This analysis is shown in figure 12. 

 

Figure 12: A bar chart showing the scores of candidates who attempted question 9. 

Generally, the performance was good because most of the candidates 
(75.8%) were able to narrate the story of the conversion of Cornelius 
correctly. The candidates were able to tell about Cornelius’ life of prayer 
and offering to God which caused God to accept him though he was a 
gentile. They showed how Peter was called and sent to Cornelius for the 
purpose of converting Cornelius to Christianity. Extract 17.1 is one of the 
good responses. 
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Extract 17.1 

 

 

Extract 17.1 shows a sample of a response of a candidate who managed to 
narrate the story of the conversion of Cornelius a Roman centurion in Acts 
10:1-48. 

However, some candidates confused the story of the Conversion of 
Cornelius the centurion with the story of Centurion’s Servant in Luke 7:1-
10 and the story of Philip preaching to an Ethiopian eunuch. This shows 
that the candidates had insufficient knowledge concerning the conversion 
of Cornelius. Extract 17.2 is a sample of a poor response. 
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Extract 17.2 

 

Extract 17.2 shows a sample of a response of a candidate who provided the 
story about the Conversion of Paul instead of writing the story of the 
Conversion of Cornelius. 

2.2.10 Question 10: The Acts of the Apostles 

In this question, the candidates were given a statement, “The coming of the 
Holy Spirit was the turning point in the lives of the apostles and the 
disciples of Jesus.” Then the candidates were required to analyse the 
statement by giving five points. 

The expected responses were that, The day when they received the Holy 
Spirit, Peter gave the first Christian speech (sermon) boldly before those 
who persecuted Jesus without fear, contrary to his denial during Jesus’ 
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trials. When Jesus was with his disciples, very often they did not 
understand what he was teaching them. The Holy Spirit reminded them of 
everything that he had taught them. After receiving the Holy Spirit, though 
they preached the gospel in times of peace, they also witnessed for Jesus 
even in face of oppositions. Some were imprisoned, and beaten, yet they 
kept on preaching even if it meant death. With the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit, they had their attitudes transformed concerning the gentiles who 
were previously considered by the Jews as unclean people (Acts 10:9-43). 
The Holy Spirit also multiplied and unified the members of the body of 
Christ (the church). The Pentecost event united all people through language 
by the power of the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:5-12). The Holy Spirit helped in 
prophecy. Prophet Agabus was directed by the Holy Spirit to prophesy 
about severe famine over all the land (Acts 11:28). The mission of the 
apostles was to be directed by the Holy Spirit. Sometimes the Holy Spirit 
allowed or forbade the apostles to do mission work to particular areas for 
particular purposes (Acts 16:6-10). 

The question was attempted by 78.3 percent of the candidates who sat for 
the examination; of which, 76.5 percent scored from 9 to 20 marks; 8.8 
percent scored from 6 to 8 marks; and the rest, 14.7 percent, scored from 0 
to 5 marks. 

Generally, the performance was good because the question was a general 
question which required general understanding of the Acts of the Apostles 
concerning the role of the Holy Spirit in the early church. Extract 18.1 is a 
sample of a good response. 
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Extract 18.1 
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Extract 18.1 is a sample of a response of a candidate who correctly analysed 
the statement by showing the role of the Holy Spirit as to empower and 
strengthen the believers for witness, to offer spiritual gifts to the believers, to 
teach and guide them and to remind the believers on Jesus’ teachings. 

However, few candidates failed to provide relevant points. Instead of 
analysing the statement given in the question, some of the candidates 
demonstrated the appearance of the Holy Spirit during the life time of Jesus 
Christ. For example, others explained the descent of the Holy Spirit during 
Jesus’ Birth and during Jesus’ Baptism. This shows that the candidates did 
not understand the demand of the question; therefore, they had poor 
knowledge of the topic and had poor language skills as seen in Extract 18.2. 

Extract 18.2 

 

Extract 18.2 is a sample of a response a candidate who wrote irrelevant 
responses. 

2.2.11 Question 11: The Acts of the Apostles 

In this question the candidates were given a statement, “Peace talks” are 
always the greatest resource in time of conflict in order to reach to general 
agreement.” With reference to the Acts of the Apostles, they were required 
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to answer the following questions: (a) Describe three incidents where the 
apostles encountered conflict situations among members and called for a 
peace talk and then identify the agreement for each. (b) Provide one lesson 
which your society can learn from the conflicts and the consensus reached 
as you have described in 11(a). 

The expected responses were as follows: 
(a) Incidents: (i) The incident concerning the complaints of Hellenists. To 
settle this dispute, the apostles summoned the body of disciples for a peace 
talk. The consensus was to appoint reputable men, filled with the Holy 
Spirit and wisdom to serve the needy. (ii) The debate on circumcision as 
necessary for salvation according to Jewish law. The resolution for this 
dispute was made at the Jerusalem council. The council decided that the 
Gentile converts should be admitted without circumcision. (iii) The 
disagreement between Paul and Barnabas, the missionary team members. 
They disagreed on taking with them John Mark who had deserted them in 
Pamphilia. The consensus was to have two missionary teams. The two 
missionary teams were that of Barnabas and John Mark and the other one 
of Paul and Silas. Each team went its own route propagating the Gospel. 

(b) Lessons: (i) When someone encounters social problems, he/she should 
speak out for help. In dealing with such problems wisdom is important – 
the need for reputable persons to solve the problems. (ii) In matters of faith, 
tolerance is important. None should force another to follow the rules which 
are not necessary for salvation. If they are important then people should be 
convinced by clear instructions (teachings). (iii) Disagreement is part of 
community life. However, our differences in opinion should not stop us 
from our common responsibilities. The separation of Paul and Barnabas 
was for the wellbeing of the mission. (iv) In order to solve a conflict it is 
better to involve some good members of the same society. It is dangerous 
for believers to involve non-believers to solve their problems, for they can 
be misled. 

The question was attempted by 27.7 percent of the candidates who sat for 
the examination; of which, 54.2 percent scored from 0 to 5 marks; 14.4 
percent scored from 6 to 8 marks; and the rest, 31.4 percent, scored from 9 
to 20 marks as seen in Figure 13. 
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Figure 13: A bar chart showing the scores of candidates who attempted question 11. 

The general performance for this question was average because most of the 
candidates (54.2%) obtained 5 marks or below. The responses of candidates 
indicate that most of them were not able to describe the incidents where the 
apostles encountered conflict situations among members, and peace talk 
and the agreement for each situation because they either lacked adequate 
knowledge on the conflict stories in the book of Acts or did not understand 
the task of the question in part (a). They also failed to apply the knowledge 
gained through the study of the book of Acts to provide lessons learnt {part 
(b)} because they had failed in part (a). For example, one of the candidates 
wrote, “(a) Incident - Peace talks are from the conflict we used that from 
the general agreement. (b) Lesson - Conflict which are used from the 
members are agreement for each.” Another candidate wrote, “(a) Jealousy, 
Betray, Poverty. (b) Education of the people. Conflict is not good. Decision 
of making.” Extract 19.1 is a sample of a poor response in question 11. 

Extract 19.1 

 

Extract 19.1 shows a sample of a response of a candidate who failed to meet 
the requirement of the question. The candidate wrote things not related to the 
demand of the question. 
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Another sample of a poor response is shown in extract 19.2 

Extract 19.2 

 

Extract 19.2 shows a sample of a response of a candidate who changed the 
question from “Describe incidents” to “Describe accidents,” which caused 
death. The candidate wrote things not related to the demand of the question. 

On the other hand, there were some candidates who provided correct 
responses in both parts.  They correctly described the conflict situations the 
apostles encountered and provided relevant lessons. Extract 19.3 is a 
sample of a good response to question 11. 
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Extract 19.3 

 

Extract 19.2 shows a sample of a response from a candidate who described 
incidents where the apostles encountered conflict situations and agreement 
reached for each and provided a relevant lesson. 
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2.2.12 Question 12: The Acts of the Apostles: Paul’s Missionary Journeys 

Candidates were given the statement, “While Paul was focused to go to 
Jerusalem as reported in Acts 20:1-21:16, the Holy Spirit and the believers 
warned him of the consequences of the journey to Jerusalem.” Basing on 
this statement, the candidates were required to explain three occasions 
where the Holy Spirit or the believers warned Paul not to go to Jerusalem 
and give two lessons learnt from the occasions. 

The expected responses were as follows: 
Occasions: The Holy Spirit warned him in every city (Acts 20:23). Through 
the Spirit the disciples warned him not to go to Jerusalem (Acts 21:4-6). 
Agabus the prophet warned Paul that the Jews in Jerusalem would bind and 
hand him over to the Gentiles. Paul was upset that they discouraged him 
(Acts 21:10-14). Paul’s companions and brethren, also warned him, but 
Paul insisted that he was ready to die for the name of the Lord Jesus (Acts 
21:12). 
Lessons: (i) Persecution of believers may be God’s plan. Paul’s 
imprisonment, like his ministry, occurs under the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit (cf., Acts 16:6-10; 19:21). (ii) Human beings cannot stop what the 
Holy Spirit has planned. When Paul was warned by the disciples not to go 
to Jerusalem, he was determined to go there because of the confidence he 
had by the Holy Spirit. (iii) The disciple of Jesus must be ready to serve 
and fulfil God’s mission in any circumstance, as Paul went for mission 
work in Jerusalem though he knew it was dangerous. 

The question was attempted by 16.2 percent of the candidates who sat for 
the examination; of which, 64.8 percent scored from 0 to 5 marks; 23.6 
percent scored from 6 to 8 marks; and the rest, 11.6 percent, scored from 9 
to 20 marks as seen in Table 5. 

Scores 
Candidates 

Remarks 
Number Percentage (%) 

0 – 5 1316 64.8 Weak 
6 – 8 479 23.6 Average 
9 – 20 236 11.6 Good 

Total 2031 100.0  

Figure 5: A table showing the scores of candidates who attempted question 12. 
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Most of the candidates who attempted the question performed poorly as 
they did not manage to explain the occasions where the Holy Spirit or the 
believers warned Paul not to go to Jerusalem and the lessons learnt from the 
occasions. Some of the candidates wrote about the conversion of Paul from 
Acts 9. It seems most of the candidate were not knowledgeable enough of 
the work of Paul’s missionary journeys and, specifically, the plan of his 
journey to Jerusalem. Generally, the candidates failed to adhere to the task 
of the question; they had inadequate knowledge of the topic and poor 
language skill which led them to fail to understand the question. Extract 
20.1 is a sample of a poor response to question 12. 

Extract 20.1 

 

Extract 20.1 is a sample of response of a candidate who wrote about Paul’s 
life prior to his conversion which was not in the question. 

However, there were some of the candidates who were able to explain the 
occasions where the Holy Spirit or the believers warned Paul not to go to 
Jerusalem and managed to give lessons from the occasions. Extract 20.2 is 
a sample of a good response to question 12. 
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Extract 20.2 

 

Extract 20.2 shows a sample of a response of a candidate who explained the 
three occasions where the Holy Spirit or the believers warned Paul not to go to 
Jerusalem. 

3.0 ANALYSIS OF CANDIDATES’ PERFORMANCE PER TOPIC 

Most of the topics were performed well. However, paper one (014/1) topics 
were performed better than those of paper two (014/2). The topic with the 
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highest performance in 014/1 was The Fall of Man and Its Outcome in 
which 98.0 percent of the candidates scored from 30 to 100 percent of the 
allocated marks. The topic with the lowest performance was The Hebrews 
in Egypt in which only 43.3 percent of the candidates scored 30 percent or 
above. 

In paper two (014/2), the topic with the highest performance was The 
Gospel According to Luke in which 86.6 percent of the candidates scored 
30 percent or above while the lowest was The Gospel According to 
Matthew with 53.4 percent of candidates who scored 30 percent or above. 

4.0 CONCLUSION 

This report has given the analysis of candidates' performance on individual 
questions and performance per each topic. It has indicated some of the 
strengths and weaknesses that the candidates had in answering questions in 
Bible Knowledge subject, CSEE 2015. The general performance of the 
subject was good since most of the candidates scored above average. This 
performance implies that, candidates had knowledge and skills which 
enabled them to understand the questions and respond accordingly. 
However, some of the candidates performed poorly due to lack of adequate 
knowledge of the subject matter, failure to identify the task of the question 
and poor writing skills whereby some candidates failed to express 
themselves clearly. This performance is summarized in the Appendix. 

5.0 RECOMMENDATIONS 
In order to improve the performance of students in future, it is 
recommended that: 

(a) Teachers and students should use the RSV Bible and other 
recommended Biblical materials in teaching and learning. 

(b) Teachers should continue providing enough exercises and tests in 
order to fortify the student’s understanding of the Biblical texts, 
concepts, events and themes. 

(c) Students should set time to practise the use of English Language by 
writing, speaking, and reading. This will help them to improve their 
writing skill and English Language usage, which is a contributing 
factor to good or poor performance. 
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Appendix 

Summary of Analysis of Candidates’ Performance per Topic: 

S/N Topic 
Number 

of 
Questions 

Percentage of 
Candidates Who 
Scored 30% or 

Above 

Remarks 

1.  The Fall of Man and Its 
Outcome 

1 98.0 Good 

2.  Israelites’ Journey through 
the Desert 

2 94.4 Good 

3.  Sons of Isaac 1 93.2 Good 

4.  The Gospel According to 
Luke 4 86.6 Good 

5.  Short Answer and 
Matching Item Questions 1 79.0 Good 

6.  Israel under the Leadership 
of Joshua 1 68.1 Good 

7.  The Acts of the Apostles 4 60.5 Good 

8.  Israel under the Leadership 
of Judges 1 58.3 Good 

9.  The Gospel According to 
Matthew 4 53.4 Good 

10.  The Hebrews in Egypt 1 43.3 Good 

 






