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FOREWORD 
The purpose of preparing the Report on the Candidates’ Items Response Analysis 
in the English Language subject, in the Certificate of Secondary Education 
Examination (CSEE), 2015 is to provide feedback to candidates, teachers, parents, 
policy makers and the public in general on the performance of the candidates and 
the challenges they face in attempting examination questions. 

The Certificate of Secondary Education Examination is a summative evaluation 
which, among other things, shows the effectiveness of the educational system in 
general and the educational delivery system in particular. Essentially, the 
candidates’ responses to the examination questions indicate what the educational 
system has been able or unable to offer to the candidates in their four years of 
Ordinary Secondary Education. 

The analysis presented in this report is intended to contribute towards 
understanding of possible reasons behind the candidates’ poor or good responses in 
the English language subject. The report highlights the factors that made the 
candidates perform well in the examination. Such factors include ability to identify 
the demands of the questions, ability to follow instructions and adequate 
knowledge and skills on the concepts related to the subject. On the other hand, the 
report highlights the factors that made a few candidates fail to score high marks in 
the questions. Such factors include inability to identify the demand of the question, 
inability to follow instructions and inadequate knowledge and skills on the 
concepts related to the subject. The feedback provided will enable the educational 
administrators, school managers, teachers, candidates and other stakeholders to 
take appropriate measures in order to improve the candidates’ performance in 
future examinations administered by the National Examinations Council. 

The Council will highly appreciate comments and suggestions from teachers, 
candidates, school quality assurers, curriculum developers and the public in 
general, that can be used in improving future CSEE reports. 

Finally, the Council would like to thank the Examination Officers, Coordinators, 
Examiners and others who participated in processing and analysing the data used 
in this report. 

 
 

Dr. Charles E. Msonde
 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

This report presents the items response analysis of the candidates who sat 
for CSEE, in November, 2015, in the English language examination. The 
examination tested the candidates’ competencies in different area such as 
comprehension and summary, patterns and vocabulary, language use and 
response to readings.  The analysis indicates the way the candidates have 
performed in each question. The candidates’ strengths and weakness in 
various areas when answering the questions have been shown.   

The items response analysis for 2015 English language paper is presented 
in such a way that it indicates the percentage of candidates who attempted 
each question and the percentage of candidates with good performance (45 
- 100%) which is presented in green colour, average performance (30 - 44 
%) which is presented in yellow colour and weak performance (0 - 29%) 
which is presented in red colour. Furthermore, the report presents the 
extract samples of candidates’ responses in each question in order to show 
how the candidates responded in view of the task of the given questions. 

The number of candidates who sat for English language in November, 2015 
was 384,119, of which 56.19 percent passed with different grades as shown 
in Table 1. 

Table 1: The Candidates’ Pass Grades in CSEE 2015 English Language 
Examination. 

Grade A B C D F 
% of Candidates 1.22 4.29 21.41 29.25 43.81 

 
The 2015 English language performance has increased by 1.09 percent 
when compared to the 2014, where 55.10 percent of 240,324 candidates 
passed with different grades, as shown in Table 2. 

Table 2: The Candidates’ Pass Grades in CSEE 2014 English Language 
Examination. 
 

Grade A B+ B C D E F 
% of Candidates 1.40   10.44  15.45 9.90 17.89 16.16 28.73 
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2.0 ANALYSIS OF THE CANDIDATES’ PERFORMANCE PER 
QUESTION 
This area presents an analysis of questions which are in sections A – 
Comprehension and Summary, B – Patterns and Vocabulary, C – Language 
Use and D – Response to Reading. The number of candidates who 
attempted the questions, their percentage and their performance in each 
question is also presented. 

2.1 SECTION A: Comprehension and Summary 
This section comprised two compulsory questions, each weighing 5 marks, 
making a total of 10 marks. 

2.1.1 Question 1: Multiple Choice and Short Answer Questions 

This question was divided into two parts: (a) and (b) whereby the 
candidates were supposed to read the given passage and answer the 
following questions according to the information obtained from the 
passage. 
(a) Choose the most correct answer from among the alternatives given and 

write its letter in your answer booklet. 
 
(i) Trees play an important role in preserving and protecting our 

environment because  
A they provide shade on both hot days and shelter on wet days 
B they protect the environment from pollution and the effect of 

weather 
C they provide fruits and seeds which are eaten by only animals 
D they make the soil fertile by producing oxygen and carbon 

dioxide 
E they absorb excessive moisture from the atmosphere. 

(ii) Trees play an important role in the water cycle by 
A increasing the amount of moisture in the atmosphere 
B absorbing carbon dioxide from the atmosphere 
C preserving the soil texture through its leaves 
D preventing the soil from being washed away 
E soaking up much of the extra water. 

(iii) Loss of trees may cause drought because 
A the soil that is trapped by trees is washed away  
B there will be no branches and leaves to fertilize the soil 
C clouds which bring rains will always be present  
D the amount of moisture in the atmosphere will be reduced 
E trees in most cases only prevent rain water. 
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(iv) Why trees are beneficial to humans? 
A They stop the soil from being washed away 
B They balance the amount of water in the soil and air 
C They release water from atmosphere 
D They provide home to all kinds of animals 
E They provide fruits, wood and fuel 

 
(b) Complete the following sentences with the right information from the 

passage. 
(i) Mention any of the four kinds of species that a tree can accommodate 

as a home__________. 
(ii) Write down two major activities that trees do for preserving and 

protecting the environment ___________ and _________. 
(iii) Modern houses can be constructed out of ____________. 

 
A total of 5 marks were allocated for this question. The question tested the 
candidates’ ability to comprehend the given information from the passage.  
 
The question was attempted by 98.6 percent of the candidates, of which 
40.7 percent scored from 2.5 to 5 marks while 31.7 percent scored from 1.5 
to 2 marks and 27.6 percent scored from 0 to 1 mark, as seen in Figure 1. 
 

 
Figure 1: Candidates’ Performance 
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This question had good performance because 72.4 percent of the candidates 
had an average of 30 percent and above. The analysis of the candidates’ 
responses shows that candidates with the high scores managed to answer 
the multiple choice and short answer questions correctly. In part (a) (i) the 
candidates were able to show that; trees play an important role in 
preserving and protecting our environment by protecting the environment 
from pollution and the effect of weather; in (ii) trees play an important role 
in the water cycle by increasing the amount of moisture in the atmosphere; 
in (iii) loss of trees may cause drought because the amount of moisture in 
the atmosphere will be reduced and could also establish that in (iv) trees are 
beneficial to humans as they provide fruits, wood and fuel. 

Furthermore, in part (b) (i) the candidates were able to mention one of the 
four kinds of species which are mammals/birds/insects or reptile that a tree 
can accommodate as a home; in (ii) the candidates managed to write two 
major activities that trees do for preserving and protecting the environment, 
which are to release oxygen and absorb carbon dioxide and in (iii) they 
provided the right answer that modern houses can be constructed out of 
wood. These responses imply that the candidates were competent in 
English language, hence they understood well the content in the given 
passage as they were able to respond correctly to all questions which were 
related to the given passage. Extract 1.1 shows a sample of a good 
response. 

Extract 1.1  

 
Extract 1.1 shows a sample of a response from the script of a candidate 
who managed to answer both the multiple choice and short answer 
questions as required. 
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Further analysis of the candidates’ responses indicates that, the candidates 
who had average scores managed either to correctly answer some of the 
multiple choice  items and some of the fill in the blanks items or to answer 
correctly all the part (a) items and failed to answer part (b) items and the 
vice versa. For example, in attempting this question, one of the candidates 
was able to complete two sentences in part (b) (ii) and (iii) with the right 
information from the passage but failed to write anything in part (b) (i) and 
could not answer the multiple questions correctly. Extract 1.2 is a sample of 
a response from a script of a candidate who scored two marks out of five.  
 
Extract 1.2 

 
Extract 1.2 shows a sample from a script of a candidate who failed to 
choose correct answers in part (a) but managed to complete the given 
sentences in part (b) (ii) and (iii) with the right information from the 
passage. 

 
The candidates with low scores or a zero mark lacked comprehension skills 
as they could not understand the contents in the passage, hence they chose 
incorrect responses in part (a) and failed to complete the given sentences 
with the right information from the passage in part (b). For example, one of 
the candidates just guessed the answers in part (a) as he/she wrote "E" 
instead of "B" in (i), "C" instead of "A" in (ii), "B" instead of "D" in (iii) 
and "C" instead of "E". In part (b) (i) the candidate mentioned things which 
are made from wood instead of mentioning the species that can live on a 
tree and in part (b) (ii) the candidate wrote "water and air" instead of 
writing the major activities that trees do to protect environment which are 
to release oxygen and absorb carbon dioxide, as seen in Extract 1.3. 
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Extract 1.3 

 

 
Extract 1.3 shows a sample from a script of a candidate who scored a zero 
mark as he/she lacked comprehension skills which would help him/her to 
respond to the given questions correctly. 

 
2.1.2 Question 2:  Summary Writing 

 
In this question, the candidates were required to read the given passage on 
“Agriculture” and summarise it in five sentences. They were supposed to 
give a single paragraph which consists of the main points extracted from 
the passage. This question tested the candidate’s ability to identify the main 
issues presented in the passage and organise them in five sentences to form 
a meaningful paragraph. The total marks allocated for this question were 5 
marks.  

 
This question was attempted by 88.8 percent of the candidates, of which 
82.7 percent scored from 0 to 1 marks, 9.6 percent scored from 1.5 to 2 
marks and only 7.7 percent scored from 2.5 to 5 marks, as seen in Figure 2. 
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82.7%

9.6%

7.7%

0 - 1 Weak

1.5 - 2 Average

2.5 - 5 Good

 
Figure 2: Candidates’ Performance 

 
The majority of the candidates (82.7%) performed below the specified 
average as they lacked the basic knowledge on the principles of summary 
writing which required them to write a paragraph using their own words 
without distorting the original idea, ensure a good flow of ideas, better use 
of punctuation marks such as full stops and commas, the correct use of 
grammar, spelling, appropriate vocabularies and consider the number of 
sentences required. 
 
A further analysis of the responses indicated that 68.8 percent of the 
candidates scored a zero mark, as some of them numbered the five 
sentences instead of organising them in a single paragraph. Others copied 
some sentences from the passage instead of summarising the content in the 
passage. Extract 2.1 shows a sample of a response from the script of a 
candidate in this category. 
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Extracts 2.1 

 
Extract 2.1 shows a sample of a response from a script of a candidate who 
failed to follow the principles of writing a summary in a single paragraph 
as he/she listed down sentences picked from the passage.  
 

The candidates with high scores in this question were able to comprehend 
the passage by identifying the main points, having a good flow of ideas, 
better use of punctuation marks and write five sentences that made a 
meaningful paragraph as shown in Extract 2.2. 

 
Extract 2.2 

 
Extract 2.2 shows a sample of a response from a script of a candidate who 
comprehended the passage and summarised it into a single paragraph as it 
was required by using five sentences.  
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2.2 SECTION B:  Patterns and Vocabulary 
The section had five compulsory questions, each carrying 4 marks, thus 
making a total of 20 marks. 

2.2.1 Question 3:  The Use of if, unless, Concession Clauses 
 

The candidates were required to rewrite the given sentences according to 
the instructions given after each. The total marks awarded for this question 
were 4 marks. 
 
(a) I hurried. I didn't want to be late. (Rewrite using: so that) 
(b) Had he faced financial problems, he would have not paid the school 

fees. (Rewrite using: if) 
(c) She worked very hard. She didn't pass the interview. (Begin with: 

Despite) 
(d) If you don't work hard, you will never achieve your dreams. (Begin 

with: Unless)  
 
This question tested the candidate’s ability to use conjunctions “so that”, 
“if”, “despite” and “unless” in constructing grammatical and meaningful 
sentences.  
 
The question was attempted by 96.6 percent of the candidates, of which 
68.8 percent scored 0, 20.7 percent scored 1 mark and 10.5 percent scored 
from 2 to 4 marks indicating average performance in this question, as seen 
in Figure 3. 
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Figure 3: Candidates’ Performance 

 
The majority of the candidates (68.8%) had a weak performance in this 
question. This suggests that most of the candidates did not have adequate 
knowledge about the use of clauses and hence they failed to construct 
correct sentences according to the instructions provided in each sentence. 
For example, in answering this question, one of the candidates wrote "I 
harried so that I didn't want to be late" instead of "I hurried so that I 
wouldn't be late" in part (a). This candidate did not realise that a clause of 
purpose with "so that" is often used with auxiliary verbs can, could, will or 
would, hence using "didn't" was wrong. In part (b) the candidate wrote "If 
he faced financial problem he have paid the school fees" instead of "He 
would have paid the school fees if he had no financial problems". In part 
(c) the candidate wrote “Dispite she worked very hard. She didn't pass the 
interview" instead of "Despite the hard work, she didn't pass the interview". 
The candidate did not realise that the subject "she" was not supposed to be 
used in the phrase which has despite. In part (d) the candidate wrote 
"Unless you don't work hard you will never achieve your dream" instead of 
“Unless you work hard, you will never achieve your dream". This 
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candidate did not know that the phrase which has "unless" should not be in 
negative form. Extract 3.1 shows a sample of a poor response. 
Extract 3.1 

 
Extract 3.1 shows a sample of a response from a script of a candidate who 
had a poor mastery of English language on clauses and therefore failed to 
rewrite the given sentences according to the instructions. 

 
The analysis of the responses indicates that candidates who scored average 
marks in this question were somehow knowledgeable about the use of 
clauses and hence they were able to rewrite one or two given sentences 
according to the given instructions. In the sentences which the candidates 
failed to rewrite, it was observed that either they failed to understand the 
meaning of the whole sentence or could not meet the demand of that 
particular question. Extract 3.2 is a sample of a response of a candidate who 
was able to rewrite using “unless…” but failed to use “If…”, “despite” and 
“…so… that…” correctly in the respective sentences. 
 
Extract 3.2 
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Extract 3.2 is a sample of a response of a candidate who was able to 
rewrite the sentence in 3 (d) by using the word “unless”.  

 
However, some of the candidates who scored high marks were able to 
rewrite the sentences by using different conjunctions such as so that, if, 
despite and unless as shown in extract 3.3 
 
Extract 3.3  

	  
Extract 3.3 shows a sample of a response from a script of a candidate who 
scored high marks. The candidate was able to rewrite the given sentences 
according to the instructions given.  

 
2.2.2 Question 4: The Use of Nouns 

The candidates were required to use the given words (nurse, accountant, 
artist, teacher, thief, tenant, doctor) to complete the given expressions. Each 
part was awarded 1 mark, making a total of 4 marks. The question 
comprised of four parts: (a) to (d) as follows;  

(a) A person who takes other people properties without permission is 
called __________. 

(b) A person who paints pictures, signs and composes poems is called 
__________. 

(c) A person who pays rent for the use of a room, building or land to the 
person who owns it is called __________. 

(d) A person whose job is to keep or check financial accounts is called 
__________. 
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The question tested the candidate’s knowledge of different names given to 
people who perform different activities in their daily life.  

The question was attempted by 99.7 percent of the candidates, of which 
82.5 percent scored from 2 to 4 marks, 12 percent scored 1 mark and 5.5 
percent scored 0 mark, indicating a good performance in this question, as 
seen in Figure 4. 

5.5%

11.9%

82.5%

0 Weak

1 Average

2 - 4 Good

 
Figure 4: Candidates’ Performance 

The analysis of the candidates’ responses indicates that the candidates who 
scored high marks were able to identify in part (a) a thief as a person who 
takes other people properties without permission; in (b) artist as a person 
who paints pictures, signs and composes poems; in (c) tenant as a person 
who pays rent for the use of a room, building or land to the person who 
owns it; and (d) accountant as a person whose job is to keep or check 
financial accounts. These responses imply that the candidates had a good 
command English language as they understood the given expressions. 
Extract 4.1 is a sample of a response from a script of a candidate.  
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Extract 4.1 

 
Extract 4.1 shows a sample of a response from a script of a candidate who 
was able to identify correct names for people who perform different types 
of work.  

 
Further analysis shows that there were candidates (12%) who scored 1 
mark only out of 4. These candidates were able to complete only one 
expression with the correct word. This performance suggests that, these 
candidates had poor mastery of English language. For example, in 
responding to this question one of the candidates, wrote "doctor" instead of 
"thief" in (a). This candidate could not realise that a doctor is a person who 
is trained to treat people who are ill. In part (b) the candidate wrote "tenant" 
instead of "artist" as he/she did not know that a tenant is a person who pays 
rent for the use of a room, building or land to the person who owns it. In 
part (c), the candidates wrote "artist" instead of "tenant". This response 
implies that the candidate did not understand the meaning of a word artist 
as it means a person who paints pictures, signs and composes poems.  
Extract 4.2 is a sample of a response from a script of a candidate who could 
answer correctly the expression referring to an accountant. 

Extract 4.2  

 
Extract 4.2 shows a sample of a response from a script of a candidate who 
was only able to identify an accountant who is a person whose job is to 
keep or check financial accounts.  
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However, 5.5 percent of the candidates scored 0 mark in this question. This 
implies that these candidates did not understand the meaning of those 
expressions and therefore they chose inappropriate words. This means that 
they just guessed the answers. For example, one of the candidates 
suggested that, a nurse is a person who takes other people properties 
without permission. Likewise, an artist is a person whose job is to keep or 
check financial accounts. A sample response from one of those candidates 
is shown in Extract 4.3.  
 
Extract 4.3 

 
Exact 4.2 shows a sample of a response from the script of a candidate who 
failed to identify different expressions used for different people who 
perform different types of work.  

 
2.2.3 Question 5:  The Use of Articles 

In this question, the candidates were required to fill in the blank spaces 
with appropriate articles where necessary. This question had four parts (a) 
to (d) each carrying 1 mark, making a total of 4 marks.  

(a) The Earth moves round __________ sun. 
(b) It was __________ honour for our school to be awarded the medal. 
(c) My friend is __________ European. 
(d) Pemba is __________ Island. 
This question tested the candidate’s knowledge about the appropriate use of 
articles. There were no articles provided so that candidates could choose 
from and therefore the candidates were required to remember the articles 
among different parts of speech. 

The question was attempted by 97.3 percent of the candidates, of which 
41.4 percent obtained marks ranging from 2 to 4 marks, 36.6 percent scored 
1 mark and 22 percent scored 0 mark indicating a good performance in this 
question as seen in Figure 5. 
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Figure 5: Candidates’ Performance 

The analysis of the candidates’ responses indicates that the candidates who 
scored high marks had provided correct response by filling in the blanks 
with correct articles as required.  These candidates knew that in English 
language there are three articles which are "a", "an" and "the" and they 
knew their uses. For example, one of the candidates in part (a) wrote "the", 
this candidate knew that an article "the" is used with something specific as 
it is known that there is only one sun. In part (b) the candidate wrote "an" 
as he/she realised that an article "an" is normally used before a vowel 
sound, as the word “honour” is pronounced as /ɒ:nəә/. In part (c) a candidate 
knew that "a" is also used with an adjective "European", in part (d) he/she 
wrote "an" as a candidate realised that the indefinite article "an" is used 
before the vowel sound. Extract 5.1 is a sample of a response from a script 
of a candidate who scored high marks. 
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Extract 5.1 

 
Extract 5.1 shows a sample of a response from a script of a candidate who 
had the ability to identify the definite article "the" and indefinite articles 
"a & an" to fill in the blank spaces correctly. 

 
Moreover, the analysis shows that there were candidates (36.6%), who 
scored only one mark in this question. These candidates were able to fill in 
the blank with one correct article in one particular sentence out of four 
sentences. This implies that, such candidates were not conversant with the 
uses of articles in English Language. For example, one of the candidate 
managed to write "the" in part (a) but wrote "a" instead of "an" in part (b), 
this candidate had the concept that article "a" is used before the consonant 
sound but he/she could not realise that a word "honour" is not pronounced 
as it is written. In part (c) the candidate wrote "an" as he/she was destructed 
with the idea that "an" is used before the vowel sound but failed to know 
that adjective European was an exception. Likewise in part (d) the 
candidate wrote the incorrect answer "the" instead of "an", the candidate 
did not realise that a word Island starts with a vowel sound.  Extract 5.2 is a 
sample of response from a candidate with one mark. 

Extract 5.2 

 
Extract 5.2 shows a sample of a response from a script of a candidate who 
was not conversant with appropriate uses of articles. She/he had managed 
to respond correctly to part (a) of the question.  
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On the other hand, there were some candidates who failed to fill in the 
blank spaces with the correct articles and hence scored a zero mark. Their 
responses shows that, some of them knew the three articles but they did not 
know the way those articles are used. On the other hand there were those 
who knew nothing about the article hence they wrote other words which are 
not related to articles as seen in Extract 5.3.  

Extract 5.3 

 
Extract 5.3 shows a sample of a response from a script of a candidate who 
filled in the blank spaces with words which are not related to articles.  

2.2.4 Question 6:  Identification of the Wrong Words in the Sentences 

In this question, the candidates were required to identify a wrong word in 
each sentence and then replace it with the right word.  Each correct answer 
was awarded 1 mark, making a total of 4 marks. 

(a) We are praying football. 
(b) The baby fills cold. 
(c) My herd is aching. 
(d) The boy cut a glass – edge with a pair of scissors. 

The question tested the candidates’ knowledge of different vocabularies. 
The question was attempted by 96.2  percent of the candidates out of which 
57.1 percent scored from 2 to 4 marks, 23.3 percent scored 1 mark while 
19.6 percent  scored 0 mark, indicating a good performance in this question.  
This performance is summarised in Figure 6. 
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Figure 6: Candidates Performance 

The analysis of the candidates’ responses indicates that there were 
candidates who scored high marks in this question. These candidates 
managed to identify words which were wrong according to the context of 
use in each sentence. They were also able to replace them with the correct 
words. For example, one of the candidates managed to identify the word 
"praying" and replaced it with the word "playing" in part (a) , in part (b) the 
word "fills" was replaced by the word "feels", in part (c) the word "herd" 
was replaced by the word "head" and in part (d) the word "Glass-edge" was 
replaced by the word "grass-edge". Extract 6.1 is a sample of a response 
from a script of a candidate who demonstrated a good understanding of the 
meaning of those words and their context of use. 
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Extract 6.1 

 
Extract 6.1 shows a sample of response from a script of a candidate who 
had linguistic competence and therefore he/she managed to write correct 
words according to the specified context.  

 
The analysis of the candidates’ responses indicates that there were candidates who 
were able to identify two wrong words and replace them with the right words 
accordingly. For example, in attempting part (a) of this question, one of the 
candidate was able to identify the wrong word "praying" and replace it with 
"playing" as he/she could  relate the verb "playing" to the object "football". In part 
(c) the candidate was able to identify the wrong word "herd" and replace it with 
the correct word "head". This candidate knew that the word "herd" means a group 
of animals of the same type, hence by looking at the context in which the word has 
been used, it was easily for him/her to find the right word for the given context. 
However, this candidate managed to identify the wrong word "fills" in part (b) but 
could not replace it with the correct word "feels" instead he/she wrote "falls". In 
part (d) the candidate identified "glass-edge" as the wrong word instead of "glass" 
and replaced it with the word "glasses" instead of "grass". This response implies 
that the candidate did not know the meaning of word "glass-edge" in relation to 
the context. Extract 6.2 is a sample of a response from a script of a candidate who 
scored two marks. 

 
Extract 6.2 

 
Extract 6.2 shows a sample of response from a script of a candidate who 
managed to replace the wrong word "praying" and "herd" with the correct 
one in the given sentences.  
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However, there were few candidates who failed to identify and replace the 
wrong words as a result they scored a zero mark. This implies that they 
either failed to understand the requirement of the question or they did not 
know the meaning of those words in the given sentences. Some of them 
copied the sentences and they neither identified the wrong words nor 
replaced the wrong words as required. For example, one of the candidates 
changed the form of the verbs in the given sentences contrary to the 
requirement of the question as seen in Extract 6.3  

 
Extract 6.3 

 
Extract 6.2 shows a sample of response from a script of a candidate who 
changed the forms of the verbs in the sentences.  

 

2.2.5 Question 7:  Occupations/Family Relations 
 

In this question, the candidates were required to read the given paragraph, 
and then fill in the blank spaces with the correct information from the 
paragraph. The total marks awarded for this question were 4 marks.  
 

My name is Lilian. I live with my family in Tabora. My father is a Secondary 
School teacher. My mother is an accountant. My elder sister is a police 
woman. She works at the police headquarters. Uncle Thomas is my father's 
brother. He's a carpenter and a builder. He builds most of the primary 
schools in the ward. His wife is a Secretary. Their three sons; Paul, David 
and Michael are drivers, an electrician and a plumber respectively. Their two 
daughters, Magreth and Rosemary, work at the local hospital. Magreth is a 
laboratory assistant and Rosemary is a nurse. Uncle Peter is my mother's 
brother. He is a professor at the University.  

(a)  Lilian’s father’s occupation is a …….. 
(b)  Uncle Thomas' son who is a driver is called …… 
(c)  Uncle Peter is a …..... at the University. 
(d)  The laboratory assistant is …….. 
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The aim of the question was to test the candidate’s ability to comprehend 
the information written in the passage. Through the given passage, it was 
easier to find out if the candidates would be able to identify people’s 
occupations in their daily life and kinship relation within family members. 

 
The question was attempted by 99.1  percent of the candidates, out of 
which 92.4 percent scored from 2 to 4 marks, 5.8 percent scored 1 mark  
while 1.8 percent  scored 0 mark. The analysis shows that the candidates’ 
performance in this question was good, as seen in Figure 7. 
 

1.8%

5.8%

92.4%

0 Weak

1 Average

2 - 4 Good

 
Figure 7: Candidates’ Performance 

 
The analysis of the candidate’s responses indicates that most candidates 
(92.5%) were able to read and understand the given passage and were able 
to answer the given questions. In part (a) they could identify the occupation 
of Lilian’s father who is a teacher; in part (b) they mentioned Paul one of 
Uncle Thomas' son who is a driver; in part (c) they managed to write that 
Uncle Peter is a professor at the University; and in part (d) they were able 
to mention Magreth who is the laboratory assistant. Extract 7.1 illustrates 
the sample of a good response from a script of one of the candidates. 
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Extract 7.1 

 
Extract 7.1 shows a sample of a response from a script of a candidate who 
demonstrated his/her competence in reading for comprehension. 
 

Moreover, some of the candidates were able to respond to two questions 
out of the four given sub questions. By implication, this suggests that the 
candidates could not read carefully and understand the passage in such a 
way that they could not manage to answer correctly all the questions. For 
example, one of the candidates managed to respond correctly to part (a) 
and (c) of the question. On the other hand, he/she wrote "carpenter" in (b) 
instead of "Paul", this candidate did not understand the task of the question 
as he/she mentioned a profession instead of the name of a driver. In part 
(d) the candidate wrote "Rosemary is nurse" while the question was about 
the laboratory assistant who is Magreth. Extract 7.2 is a sample of a 
response of a candidate who was able to respond to two questions. 
 
Extract 7.2 

 
Extract 7.2 is a sample of a response from a script of a candidate who 
wrote "carpenter" in (b) and "Rosemary" in (d). 

On the other hand, few candidates could not meet the demand of the 
question because they failed to read and understand the passage; therefore, 
they were not able to answer the questions as required. Some of the 
candidates did not answer any question, others copied words/ phrases from 
the passage and used them as their answers and there were those who 
provided answers which were not in the paragraph, as seen in Extract 7.3.  
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Extracts 7.3  

 
Extract 7.2 shows a sample of a response from a script of a candidate who 
wrote things which were not in the given passage.  

2.3 SECTION C: Language Use 

This section was composed of three questions 8, 9, and 10. Questions 8 and 
9 were compulsory and they carried 5 marks each. Question 10 had four 
alternative questions whereby a candidate was required to attempt only 2 
alternatives, each carrying 10 marks to make a total of 20 marks. A total 
marks for this section were 30 marks. 

2.3.1 Question 8:  Rearranging Jumbled Sentences 

The question had five jumbled sentences whereby the candidates were 
required to rearrange them in a logical sequence to make a meaningful 
paragraph by writing the corresponding letters in the answer booklets 
provided. This question was worth 5 marks. The following are the five 
sentences. 

(a) Eventually the head of school intervened, situation calmed down and 
they concentrated on their studies. 

(b) The head of the advanced secondary schools went for selection of 
candidates and they sent the admission letters to the successful 
candidates to join their schools. 

(c) Form four candidates finished doing their National Examinations and 
went home with lots of stories to tell their sister, brothers and 
parents. 

(d) When they joined the new schools, they found it a bit difficult to settle 
down because of being teased and bullied by the old candidates. 

(e) NECTA had announced the National Four Examination results. 

The question tested the candidate’s synthesis cognitive level by re- 
arranging the jumbled sentences in a chronological order to make a 
meaningful passage.  
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This question was attempted by 98.4 percent of the candidates, of which 
50.4 percent scored 0 to 1 marks, 39.5 percent scored from 2.5 to 5 marks 
and 10 percent scored from 1.5 to 2 marks. The data analysis for this 
question shows that the performance of the candidates was good, as seen in 
Figure 8. 
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Figure 8: Candidates’ Performance 

The analysis of the responses shows that, the candidates who answered this 
question as required were able to read, understand and rearrange the 
jumbled sentences accordingly in a logical sequence to make a meaningful 
paragraph as follows. 

Form four candidates finished doing their National Examinations and went 
home with lots of stories to tell their sister, brothers and parents. NECTA 
had announced the National Four Examination Results. The head of the 
advanced secondary schools went for selection of candidates and they sent 
the admission letters to the successful candidates to join their schools. When 
they joined the new schools, they found it a bit difficult to settle down 
because of being teased and bullied by the old candidates. Eventually the 
head of school intervened, situation calmed down and they concentrated on 
their studies. 

Extract 8.1 shows a sample of a good response.  
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Extracts 8.1  

 
Extract 8:1 shows a sample of a response from a script of a candidate who 
managed to rearrange the jumbled sentences in a logical order.  

However, there were candidates who failed to re-arrange the jumbled 
sentences into a logical sequence. Some of them could not write anything, 
which implies that they did not understand the requirement of the question. 
Other candidates guessed the answers; hence they could not get the 
intended meaning. These responses indicates that these candidates had poor 
English Language command as they failed to identify the first sentence to 
the last one, as seen in Extract 8.2 

 
Extracts 8:2  

 
Extract 8:2 shows a sample of a response from a script of a candidate who 
failed to re-arrange the jumbled sentences in a logical sequence as 
instructed. 

Further analysis shows that, there were candidates who were able to 
rearrange two sentences out of the five given sentences. For example, one 
of the candidates could identify the first and the second sentences but failed 
to identify the third, fourth and fifth sentences, as seen in the Extract 8.3. 

Extract 8.3 

 
Extract 8.3 shows a sample of a response from a script of a candidate who 
managed to identify the first and the second sentence. 
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2.3.2 Question 9: Matching Items 
 

The candidates were required to match the expressions in List A with the 
given word in List B by writing the correct letter beside the item number in 
their booklets provided.  List A was comprised with five expressions while 
List B consisted of eight words from which they were supposed to select.  

 
 
  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
This question tested the candidates’ knowledge of family relationship 
vocabularies used in their daily life. The total marks allocated for this 
question were 5 marks.  

 
This question was attempted by 99.2 percent of the candidates, of which 
50.4 percent scored from 2.5 to 5 marks, 29.8 percent scored 0 to 1 and 
19.8 percent scored from 1.5 to 2 marks, as seen in Figure 9. 
 

LIST A LIST B 
(i) The son of your brother or sister. 
(ii) The child of your daughter or son. 
(iii) The child of your aunt or uncle. 
(iv) A brother or sister. 
(v) The brother of your father or mother. 

A. Sibling 
B. Uncle 
C. Nephew 
D. Grandchild 
E. Cousin 
F. Grandfather 
G. Niece 
H. Brother in law 
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29.8%

19.8%

50.4%

0 - 1 Weak

1.5 - 2 Average

2.5 - 5 Good

 
Figure 9: Candidates’ Performance 

 
The data analysis for this question shows that the performance of the 
candidates was good, since, the candidates who scored high marks were 
familiar with the vocabularies used to refer to the family relations  as they 
knew that "the son of your brother or sister" is called "nephew"; " the child 
of your daughter or son" is called "grandchild"; "the child of your aunt or 
uncle" is known as "cousin"; "a brother or sister" is called "sibling"; and 
"the brother of your father or mother" is known as " uncle". Extract 9.1 
shows a sample of a response of a candidate who performed well in this 
question. 

 
Extract 9.1  

 
Extract 9.1 shows a sample of a response from a script of a candidate who 
matched the items in List A with the corresponding letters in List B. 
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In answering this question, there were candidates who scored a zero mark. 
These candidates had no idea of the given vocabularies hence they did a 
guess work. For example, one candidate   matched item (i) with letter (B) 
uncle instead of (C) nephew, this candidate could not realise that uncle is 
the brother of your father or mother; in item (ii) he/she matched it with (C) 
"nephew" instead of  (D) "grandchild" as he/she did not know that nephew 
is "the son of your brother or sister"; furthermore, in item (iii) the candidate 
matched it with (G) “niece” instead of (E) “cousin”, this response shows 
that the candidate did not know that “niece” is “the daughter of your brother 
or sister”; item (iv) was matched with (F) “grandfather” instead of (A) 
“sibling”, this implies that he/she did not know that “grandfather is the 
father of your mother or father”; and item (v) was matched with (H) 
“brother in law” instead of (B)	   “uncle”, this response indicates that the 
candidate did not realize that “ brother in law is the husband of your sister”. 
Extract 9.2 is the sample of a poor response. 

 
Extracts 9.2 

 
Extract 9.2 shows a sample of a response from a script of a candidate who 
failed to match the given vocabulary in list B versus the expressions in list 
A. 

 
Further analysis shows that, there were candidates who were able to 
respond to two questions out of the five given sub-questions. These 
candidates knew some of the vocabularies which are related to the family 
relations. For example, one of the candidates managed to match correctly 
item (i) and (iii) but failed to match item (ii), (iv) and (v), as seen in Extract 
9.3. 

 
Extract 9.3 

 
Extract 9.3 shows a sample of a response from a script of a candidate who 
managed to match correctly item (i) and (iii) but failed to match item (ii), 
(iv) and (v). 
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2.3.3 Question 10: Writing Skills 
 

This question had four alternatives A, B, C and D. The candidates were 
required to answer two questions from the given alternatives. Each 
alternative question was awarded 10 marks, making a total of 20 marks.  
 
This question was attempted by 90.5 percent of the candidates, of which 
60.1 percent scored from 0  to 5.5 marks, 20.6 percent scored from 9 to 20 
marks and 19.3 percent scored from 6 to 8.5 marks. The performance in 
this question was average, as seen in Figure 10. 
 

Figure 10: Candidates’ Performance 
 

The question tested the candidates’ ability to write and express their 
thoughts fluently, appropriately and logically using English Language. This 
was observed in the following alternatives. 
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2.3.4 Question 10 A:  Writing on Official Letter 
 

This question required the candidates to write a letter to the World 
Computers Director, P.O. BOX 1012, Mwanza for the advertised job in the 
Sunday News, Monday, September, 27th 2015: Pretending to be a Form 
Four leaver, fluent in English with an experience of not less than six 
months. 

The question tested the candidate’s ability to write a formal letter and 
express themselves fluently, coherently and appropriately using English 
language. 

The analysis of the candidates’ responses indicates that the candidates who 
scored high marks had knowledge on the principles of writing formal 
application letters. These candidates were able to write the sender’s address 
at the top most right, the date just after the senders address, the receiver’s 
address at the most left, salutation, heading, introduction, about their level 
of education, experience, the aim of the application for that post, their age, 
readiness to work under pressure, conclusive remarks, complimentary close 
and lastly the full name and signature. Extract 10.1 is a sample of a good 
response. 
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Extract 10.1  

 
Extract 10.1 shows a sample of a response from a script of a candidate 
who was able to write an official letter based on the requirement of the 
question.  

 
On the other hand, there were some candidates who wrote a friendly letter 
instead of an official letter, others could not write anything meaningful 
due to poor command of the English language, and few of them 
completely failed to write the official letter in English language and 
therefore, they opted to use Kiswahili. This reveals that some candidates 
were not able to express themselves in written English language although 
they observed other important guidelines in writing official letter. A 
sample response from one of those candidates who wrote an official letter 
in Kiswahili language is shown in Extract 10.2  
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Extract 10.2 

 
Extract 10.2 shows a sample of a response from a script of a candidate 
who used Kiswahili Language in writing an official Letter instead of 
English Language.    
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2.3.5 Question 10 B: Speech Writing 
 

The candidates were required to imagine that they were the last born in 
their family of five children and their parents were celebrating their 50th 
anniversary and that their brothers and sisters had chosen them to write a 
short speech of not less than 250 words to colour the occasion. This 
question tested the candidate’s ability to creatively write and deliver the 
intended message on that given occasion.  

The analysis of the candidates’ responses indicates that the candidates who 
performed well in this question were able to write good introduction, good 
main body having contents according to the occasion and a remarkable 
conclusion. Extract 10.3 shows a sample of a response from a script of a 
candidate who performed well in this question.  
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Extract 10.3 

 
Extract 10:3 shows a sample of a response from a script of a candidate who 
managed to write a good speech based on the requirement of the question.  
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It was observed that, the candidates who failed to write the speech as 
required were not either knowledgeable or skilled in writing speech. For 
example, one of the candidates wrote a dialogue which was contrary to the 
demand of the question, as seen in Extract 10.4. 

 

Extracts 10.4 

. 
Extract 10:4 shows a sample of a response from a script of a candidate 
who wrote a dialogue between sister and brother instead of a speech. 
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2.3.6 Question 10 C: Writing an Invitation Card and Message 
 

In this question, the candidates were required to write an invitation card to 
invite guests to celebrate Vodacom 20th birthday and also to outline a 
telephone message format from those who will call for excuses. 
 
This question tested the ability of candidates to write an invitation card and 
outline a telephone message format for the invited persons who will not 
attend.  
 
The analysis of the candidates’ responses indicates that the candidates who 
scored high marks in this question were able to write a nice card by 
considering all the important elements such as: Title of the card, name of 
the receiver, name of the sender, purpose of the party, place where the party 
would be held, date of the party, time of the party, RSVP, address of the 
sender and telephone number of the sender. Moreover, these candidates 
were skilled in outlining telephone message format for the invited guest 
who will not attend the party. Extract 10.5 shows a sample of a response 
from a script of a candidate who performed well in this question. 
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Extract 10.5 

 
Extract 10.5 shows a sample of response from a script of a candidate who 
scored high marks as he/she was able to write an invitation card and the 
telephone message as required.  



39 

	  

However, there were some candidates who failed to write invitation card 
with all important elements like: Title of the card, name of the receiver, 
name of the sender, purpose of the party, place where the party would be 
held, date of the party and time when the party will be held. Some of them 
wrote a friendly letter. Furthermore, some of the candidates wrote the card 
without the telephone message format for the invited guest who could not 
attend the party. Extract 10.6 illustrates this case. 

Extract 10.6 

 
Extract 10.6 shows a sample of a response from a script of a candidate who failed 
to write invitation card according to the demand of the question. 

 
2.3.7 Question 10 D: Debate Writing 

The candidates were required to argue for the topic “Trafficking of girls 
from rural to urban areas to be employed as house girls (housemaids) 
should be stopped. This question tested the candidate’s ability to think 
creatively and argue coherently on that particular subject.   

The analysis of the responses indicates that the candidates who performed 
well in this question were able to suggest that practice of trafficking of girls 
should be stopped because they are paid low salaries and thus they are 
exploited, they are used as instrument of pleasure, it is a child labour, they 
are deprived of their right to education, sometimes, they are humiliated. 
These candidates were able to discuss points in favour of the motion. 
Extract 10.7 is a sample of a good response from a script of a candidate. 
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Extract 10.7 

 
Extract 10.7 shows a sample of a good response from a script of a 
candidate who was supporting the motion that trafficking of the girls 
should be stopped because it leads to family separation, it is against 
human rights and girls are mistreated.  

 
Contrarily, some candidates failed to meet the demand of the question as 
some of them argued against instead of arguing for as the question 
instructed. Some candidates did not provide clear points to support the 
motion. They even failed to have a good flow of ideas and in some 
sentences they failed to use correct grammar, spelling, and appropriate 
vocabularies. Extract 10.8 shows a sample of a poor response. 
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Extract 10.8 

 
Extract 10.8 shows a sample of a response from a script of a candidate 
who failed to express himself/herself on the given topic.  

 
2.4 SECTION D Response to Reading 

This section was consisted of four questions (11, 12, 13 & 14). The 
candidates were required to answer two questions from this section; one 
question was to be selected from poetry and the other from novels and short 
stories or plays. Total marks in this section were 40. 
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2.4.1 Question 11:  Responding to the Given Poem 

In this question, the candidates were required to read the given poem 
carefully and answer the questions that followed: 

The question tested the candidate’s ability to read and answer the question 
with the information obtained from the Poem. A total of 20 marks were 
allocated to this question.  

The life at school I am not fold 
Is different from the life at home 
At school 
The hours are swallowed by studies 
We study English, we study Geography 
Chemistry, Biology and others 
We study! 
In the classroom, in the library 
In the dormitory, in the dining hall 
In the assembly hall, in chambers 
Study hard; study hard; 
For life roars like a lion 
Hunting for any prey to swallow 
But something surprised me! 
English 
The English Language 
You write this you pronounce that 
Differently 

Questions: 

(a) What is the poem about? 
(b) Write the title of the Poem in two words. 
(c) Who is speaking in the Poem? 
(d) Give the meaning of two figures of speech used in the Poem. 
(e) What type of Poem is this? 
(f) Comment on the language used. 
(g) Why is repetition used in the Poem? 
(h) What supposed the personal?  Give reasons for your answer. 
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(i) What is the theme of the Poem? 
(j) Briefly explain the relevance of the Poem to your society. 
 
The question was attempted by 81.5 percent of the candidates, of which 
60.4 percent scored from 0 to 5.5 marks, 20.6 percent scored from 6 to 8.5 
marks and 19 percent scored from 9 to 20 marks. The performance in this 
question was average, as seen in Figure 11. 

60.4%
20.5%

19.0%

0 - 5.5 Weak

6 - 8.5 Average

9 - 20 Good

 
Figure 11: Candidates’ Performance 

 
The analysis of the candidates’ responses indicates that the candidates who 
scored high marks in this question were able to read and interpret the given 
poem, hence they were able to answer the given questions. These 
candidates were able to write that, the poem was about the difference 
between life at school and life at home; they could also suggest the title of 
the poem which was School Life/Life at School; they identified the 
candidate as a speaker in poem; they identified the figures of speech used in 
the poem such as personification where the studies are given the ability to 
swallow hours and simile as life is compared to the way a lion hunts prey; 
they could also mention  the type of the poem which is open form;  they 
were able to assess the language used that it was simple. Moreover, 
candidates were able to write that, repetition is used to show insistence; 
they were able to say that English language surprised the persona because it 
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is written differently from the way it is pronounced; they could also 
identify the theme of the poem which is the value of education and they 
could also relate what was written in the poem to the real situation. Extract 
11.1 shows the sample of the good response. 

  
 Extract 11.1 
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Extract 11.1 shows a sample of a response from a script of a candidate 
who answered correctly the questions about the poem.  

Further analysis shows that there were some candidates who had managed 
to respond correctly to some of the items. For example, in responding to 
this question, one of the candidates managed to answer part (a), (c), (g), (i) 
but in part (b) a candidate wrote study hard as a title instead of School Life; 
in part (d) a candidate misinterpreted the question as he/she wrote that 
"studies are many compared to time" instead of giving the meaning of 
figure of speech used in the poem; in part (e) the candidate wrote 
"traditional poem" instead of "modern poem", this candidate did not know 
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the characteristics of the traditional poem as the given poem is free verse 
poem since the number of verses is different from one stanza to the other 
even the length of verses differs; in (f) a candidate could not comment on 
the language used; and in (j) a candidate could not justify clearly the 
relevance of the poem, as seen in Extract 11.2 
 
Extract 11.2 

 
Extract 11.2 is a sample of a response from a script of a candidate who 
managed to respond to correctly to item (a), (c), (g) and (i). 

 
However, there were candidates who failed to meet the demand of the 
question. Some of these candidates tried to answer the questions without 
using information obtained from the given poem. Others copied what is 
written in the poem as the answers. These responses imply that the 
candidates didn’t comprehend what was written in the given poem. Extract 
11.3 shows a sample of a response from one of the candidates who had a 
poor performance in this question. 
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Extracts: 11.3 

 
Extract 11.3 shows a sample of a response from a script of a candidate 
who was unable to identify the literary contents and techniques used in the 
poem hence he/she failed to answer the questions correctly. 

 
2.4.2 Question 12:  Poets’ Use of Language 

In this question, the candidates were required to comment on the poet's use 
of language with reference to two poems they had studied by giving four 
points from each poem. A total of 20 marks were allocated to this question. 
 
The question tested the candidate’s ability to analyse form, specifically 
language use by making a reference from two poems which they have 
studied, since poets choose and arrange words in their works very carefully 
to make their message clear. 

 
The question was attempted by 7.6 percent of the candidates, of which 85.7 
percent scored from 0 to 5.5 marks, 5.5 percent scored from 6 to 8.5 marks 
and 8.8 percent scored from 9 to 20 marks. The performance in this 
question was poor, as seen in Figure 12. 
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Figure 12: Candidates’ Performance 
 

It was observed that most of the candidates (85.7%) performed poorly in 
this question in the sense that they failed to meet the demand of the 
question. A good number of the candidates wrote about themes. These 
candidates failed to identify the poet’s artistic use of language while 
referring on two poems they read. For example, one of the candidates 
discussed about hypocrisy, classes, poverty, and unemployment by using a 
poem “Eat More" which is not among the reference in his or her level and 
this was contrary to the requirement of the question. Extract 12.1 is a 
sample from a script of a candidate who discussed themes instead of 
language use. 
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Extract 12.1 

 
Extract 12.1 shows a sample of the irrelevant response from a script of a 
candidate who scored a zero mark. 



51 

	  

On the other hand, few candidates were able to explain and identify the 
type of language used in each poem that is they were able to explain 
whether the language used was simple, clear and straight forward. They 
were able to discuss on the use of language by using figures of speech such 
as, irony, barbarism, satire, euphemism, imagery, symbolism to clarify the 
intended issues in the poem. Extract 12.2 is a sample of a good response.  

Extract 12.2 
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Extract 12:2 shows the sample of the response from a script of the 
candidate who scored high marks after satisfactorily commenting on the 
poets’ use of language. 
 

A further analysis indicates that, there were candidates who managed to 
discuss some of the points on the language use by using two poems. For 
example, in answering this question, one of the candidates was able to write 
about similes, barbarism and diction, as seen in Extract 12.3. 
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Extract12.3 

 
Extract 12.3 shows a sample of a response from a script of a candidate 
who had a moderate performance. 
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2.4.3 Question 13:  Themes in Plays 

In this question, the candidates were required to use two plays they have 
studied under this section to discuss how some traditions, customs and 
beliefs contribute to misunderstandings and under-development in a society 
and to give four points from each play. A total of 20 marks were allocated 
for the question. 

The question tested the candidates’ ability to identify and show how 
traditions, customs and belief can contribute to the misunderstanding and 
underdevelopment by relating what they have read with real life in their 
respective societies. 

The question was attempted by 58.1 percent of the candidates, of which 
60.7 percent scored from 0 to 5.5 marks, 18.9 percent scored from 6 to 8.5 
marks and 20.4 percent scored from 9 to 20 marks. The performance in this 
question was average, as seen in Figure 13. 
 

60.7%18.9%

20.4%

0 - 5.5 Weak

6 - 8.5 Average

9 - 20 Good

 
Figure 13: Candidates’ Performance 

 
The candidates who scored high marks were able to identify some of the 
traditions, customs and beliefs which can be a source of conflicts and 
underdevelopment such as superstitions, bride-price, and parents choosing 
a husband for their daughter, polygamy, taboos, tribalism, and inter-tribal 
marriages. These candidates were able to express themselves clearly with a 
good English language command, as seen in Extract 13.1  
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Extract 13.1 
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Extract 13.1 shows a sample of a response from a script of a candidate 
who was able to identify some of the customs, traditions and beliefs 
which lead to misunderstandings and underdevelopment.  
 

The analysis shows that there were candidates who had managed to respond 
to one part of the question on how culture, tradition and beliefs cause 
misunderstandings. For example, in attempting this question, one of the 
candidates discussed the way bride price, choosing spouses for young girl, 
food taboo and superstition beliefs cause misunderstanding in the society 
without showing how they cause underdevelopment, as seen in Extract 13.2  
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Extract 13.2 

 
Extract 13.2 is a sample of a response from a script of a candidate who 
discussed one part of the question and living the other unattended. 

 
On the other hand, the candidates who scored low marks failed to meet the 
demand of the question because some of them discussed themes instead of 
showing how they can cause misunderstanding and underdevelopment.  
Some candidates mentioned the customs, beliefs and traditions without 
referring them to any play. Others discussed themes which are not related 
to tradition, customs and beliefs such as exploitation, betrayal and land 
alienation, as seen in Extract 13.3. 
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Extract 13.3 

 
Extract 13.3 is a sample of a response from a script of the candidate who 
narrated themes which are not related to the task of the question. 
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2.4.4 Question 14: Titles in Literary Works 

In this question, the candidates were required to use two novels or short 
stories they have studied under this section to prove that in literary works, 
the titles enable the readers to understand the messages the writer wants to 
convey. They were supposed to give four points from each reading. A total 
of 20 marks were allocated for this question. 	  
 
The question tested the candidate’s ability to relate the content of literary 
works with the titles used by the writer and to show that the title is intended 
to tell the reader what is expected to be the main idea/ideas in the novel or 
story.   
 
The question was attempted by 22.6 percent of the candidates, of which 
91.6 percent scored from 0 to 5.5 marks, 4.8 percent scored from 6 to 8.5 
marks and 3.6 percent scored from 9 to 20 marks. The performance in this 
question was weak, as seen in Figure 14. 
 

91.6%

4.8%
3.6%

0 - 5.5 Weak

6 - 8.5 Average

9 - 20 Good

 
Figure 14: Candidates’ Performance 

 
The analysis of the candidates’ responses indicates that many candidates 
(91.6%) scored below the average. These candidates did not understand the 
question as the responses which were produced were contrary to the 
demand of the question. In answering this question, there were a lot of 
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misconceptions as there were those who thought that they were supposed to 
write about messages and others wrote about themes without realising that, 
they were to focus their discussion on the title of the book in relation to the 
content. For example, one of the candidates wrote messages on HIV, 
conflict and prostitution without saying anything about the title, as seen in 
the Extract 14.1.  

Extract 14.1 
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Extract 14.1 shows a sample of a response from a script of a candidate who 
wrote about different messages obtained from the reading such as conflict, 
betrayal, irresponsibility and polygamy. 

 
A further analysis shows that, there were candidates who were able to relate 
the title to the content in one book. For example, in answering this question 
one of the candidates was able to verify the statement that the title enable 
the readers to understand the messages the writer wants to convey by using 
one book but failed to justify clearly using the other book, as seen in 
Extract 14.2. 
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Extract 14.2 
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Extract 14.2 shows a sample of a response from a script of a candidate 
who was able to write some of the ideas in one book and wrote messages 
in the other book. 
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However, a few candidates who scored high marks were able to show 
clearly that there is always a linkage between the title of a literary work and 
the ideas in the novel or story. For example, one of the candidates was able 
to relate the title of the book with what is written in the book, as seen in the 
Extract 14.3 

 
Extracts: 14.3 
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Extract 14.3 shows a sample of a response from a script of a candidate 
who scored high marks with a detailed coherent detail of the messages 
the writer wishes to convey.  
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3.0 THE CANDIDATES’ PERFORMANCE IN EACH TOPIC 

The analysis of the candidates’ performance in CSEE 2015 in each topic 
indicates that 76.46 percent of the candidates in Patterns and Vocabulary 
had average scores of 30 percent and above indicating good performance. 
In making a comparison to 2014, there is an improvement in performance 
by 13.6 percent. Furthermore, 53.23 percent of the candidates had an 
average performance of 30 percent and above in Language Use which was 
also a good performance. In making comparison to the performance of this 
topic with 2014 results, there is a decrease of 18.87 percent in the 
performance. The performance of candidates in Comprehension and 
Summary was average as 44.85 percent of the candidates had an average 
performance of 30 percent and above. However, there is a decrease in 
performance by 2.55 percent when compared to 2014 performance. On the 
other hand, the candidates’ performance in Response to Reading was poor 
as only 25.4 percent of the candidates got average performance of 30 
percent and above. Therefore, there is a decrease in the performance of 
candidates in this topic by 28.25 percent when compared to the 2014 
performance. The performance is summarised in Appendix A and B. 

4.0 CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

4.1 CONCLUSION 

The CSEE 2015 results of English Language subject shows that, the 
general performance was good since many candidates scored above 
average. Questions 7 and 4 were performed well. This performance 
indicates that, candidates had adequate knowledge and skills in the subject 
which enabled them to understand the demands of the questions from 
different topics and respond accordingly.  

However, despite the good performance, the candidates faced problems in 
Reading Programme especially in questions 12 and 14 which required them 
to discuss something on form due to lack of adequate knowledge of the 
readings. The candidates also performed poorly in Question 2 in Summary 
Writing and in Question 3 as they demonstrated a poor mastery of English 
language and inadequate knowledge on rewriting sentences using different 
grammatical patterns.  
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4.2 RECOMMENDATIONS 

In order to improve candidates’ performance in the future, it is 
recommended that: 
4.3 More emphasis should be put on the Response to Reading section, 

especially in the form analysis as most of the candidates are not 
conversant in this area. 

 
4.4 Teachers should utilise their time to teach candidates principles of 

summary writing and give them more exercises.  

4.5 Teachers should make sure that they use different techniques which 
will help candidates to use proper vocabulary and structural patterns 
to avoid the prevailing problem of using incorrect vocabularies and 
incorrect grammatical sentences. 

4.6 Teachers should guide candidates on the best way to identify the 
demands of the questions and respond to questions from different 
topics. 
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Appendix A 

Summary of the Candidates’ Performance per Topic in CSEE 2014 in 
Comparison to CSEE 2015 
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1 Language Use 3 72.1 Good Patterns and 
Vocabulary 

76.46 Good 

2 Patterns and 
Vocabulary 

5 62.86 Good Language Use 53.23 Good 

3. Response to 
Reading 

4 53.65 Good Comprehension 
and Summary 

44.85 Average 

4 Comprehension 
and Summary 

2 47.4 Average Response to 
Reading 

25.4 Poor 
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Appendix B 

The Analysis of the Candidates’ Performance per Topic in CSEE 2014 in 
Comparison to CSEE 2015 

 






