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FOREWORD 
The Examiners’ Report on the Performance of Candidates in English Language 
subject in Diploma in Secondary Education Examination (DSEE) 2014, was 
prepared in order to provide a feed back to student-teachers, college tutors, parents, 
policy makers and the public in general. 
 
The Diploma in Secondary Education Examination marks the end of the two years 
of Teacher Education. It is a summative evaluation which among other things 
shows the effectiveness of the education system in general and the education 
delivery in particular. Essentially, the candidates’ responses to the examination 
questions is a strong indicator of what the education system was able or unable to 
offer to the student-teachers in their two years of teacher education. 

The analysis presented in this report is intended to contribute towards 
understanding of some of the reasons behind the performance of the candidates in 
English Language. The report highlights some of the factors that made the 
candidates perform the way they did. The feedback provided will enable the 
educational administrators, college managers, tutors and student-teachers to 
identify proper measures to be taken in order to improve the candidates’ 
performance in future examinations, administered by the Council. 

The National Examinations Council of Tanzania will highly appreciate comments 
and suggestions from tutors, student-teachers and the public in general that can be 
used for improving future Examiners’ Reports. 

Finally, the Council would like to thank the Examinations Officers, Examiners and 
all who participated in the preparation of this report.  

 

 

 
 

Dr. Charles E. Msonde 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

 
 



	
  

	
  

1 

1.0 INTRODUCTION 
This report analyses the performance of the candidates who sat for Diploma 
in Secondary Education Examination in English Language, in 2014.  The 
DSEE 2014 English Language paper was set according to the teacher 
education syllabus of 2009.  The questions in this paper were distributed to 
cover all the topics in the syllabus. The examination comprised of one paper 
containing three sections:  A, B and C. Section A consisted of ten (10) short 
answer questions while section B and C consisted of four essay questions 
each.  The candidates were required to answer all questions in section A and 
two (2) questions from each of sections B and C. 

The analysis is organised in such a way that candidates’ performance in 
individual items for the 2014 English Language paper is presented by 
indicating the number of candidates who attempted the question and the 
percentage of candidates who scored various marks based on their responses. 
The extract samples of candidates’ responses are also presented in order to 
show how the candidates responded in view of the requirements of each 
question. 

The number of candidates who sat for DSEE 2014 was 1,110 of which 99.3 
percent passed with different grades, as shown in table 1.  

Table 1:  Candidates’ Pass Grades in DSEE 2014, English Language 
Examination 

 
Grade A B C D F 
Number of 
candidates 

0 21 666 409 7 
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The following sections present the analysis of the candidates’ responses and 
extracts obtained from the candidates’ examination scripts. 
 

2.0 ANALYSIS OF CANDIDATES’ PERFORMANCE PER QUESTION 

2.1 SECTION A: Short Answer Questions from Topics of Academic and 
Pedagogy 
This was a compulsory section with ten (10) questions each carrying 03 marks 
thus making a total of 30 marks for this section.  The section intended to 
measure knowledge and comprehension skills. 

2.1.1 Question 1:  Sentence Types and Punctuation 
In this question, the candidates were required to briefly explain the 
three uses of a full stop.  

This question was attempted by 98.3 percent of all candidates.  The 
performance in this question was good, as 21.9 percent of candidates 
scored from 0 to 1 mark while 78.1 percent of the candidates scored 
from 1.5 to 3 marks. 
 
The candidates who scored high marks, managed to provide the correct 
responses such as: it is used at the end of the declarative sentence, is 
used at the end of the sentence that asks a polite question and it is used 
after the most standard abbreviations e.g. P.M. is used to separate date, 
month and year. Extract 1.1 is a sample of a response from a candidate 
who managed to answer the question correctly. 
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Extract 1.1 
 

 
Extract 1.1 shows a sample of a response from a candidate who 
showed knowledge on the use of a full stop. The candidate explained 
the meaning and uses of full stop with examples. 

 
On the other hand, the candidates who scored low marks provided 
irrelevant responses to the demand of the question because they lacked 
knowledge on the use of full stop. These candidates were also unable to 
express themselves due to poor command of English Language. The 
following is a sample of a poor response. 
 

“To put the pause” 
“It use in the address” 
“To start another sentence” 
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Extract 1.2 is another sample of a candidate’s poor response. 

	
  
	
  

Extract 1.2 is a sample of a response from a candidate who lacked 
knowledge on the use of a full stop. The candidate’s responses were 
irrelevant to the requirement of the question.  

2.1.2 Question 2:  Theories of Language Teaching and Learning 
The question required the candidates to state the meaning of the 
concepts (a) Mother tongue (b) Second language and (c) Foreign 
language.  

The question was attempted by 98.3 percent of all candidates. The 
general performance in this question was excellent, as 7.3 percent 
scored from 0 to 1 mark while 92.7 percent of candidates scored 
from 1.5 to 3 marks. 
  
The candidates who scored all the allotted marks (36.3%) were able 
to state the meaning of the terms “mother tongue, second language 
and foreign language”. Their responses were “ mother tongue is the 
first language to be learnt, is usually the language of the community 
in which the person is born, Second language is the language for 
certain official, social, commercial or educational activities within a 
given country and Foreign language is from outside the country 
spoken by few educated people.  
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Extract 2.1 is a sample of a response from a candidate who answered the 
question correctly. 

 

 
Extract 2.1 is a response from a candidate who stated the meanings of 
the terms (a) Mother tongue (b) Second language (c) Foreign 
language. The candidate also gave relevant examples. 

. 
 However, the candidates who scored low marks were unable to 
state the meaning of (a) Mother tongue (b) Second language (c) 
Foreign language. In addition to that, the candidates used poor 
grammar in their responses. For example one of the candidates 
wrote: 
 “Foreign language is the foreign language which becoming after 
learning from other nations”  
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Extract 2.2 is a sample of a candidate’s poor responses. 

 

Extract 2.2 is a response from a candidate who failed to explain the 
meaning of (a) Mother tongue (b) Second language (c) Foreign 
language.  

2.1.3 Question 3:  The English Language Sound System 
The question was from the topic of English Language sound 
system and candidates were required to describe the difference 
between primary stress and secondary stress. 

The question was attempted by 93.8 percent of all candidates. 
The general performance in this question was poor, as 73.4 
percent scored from 0 to 1 mark while 26.6 percent of the 
candidates scored from 1.5 to 3 marks.  The candidates who 
scored low marks failed to show the difference between primary 
stress and secondary stress due to the lack of knowledge on 
English Language Sound System. The following is a sample of a 
poor response from a candidate: “Primary stress are those words 
which are grammatically have the problems while secondary 
stress are those words which are phonologically have the 
problems”. Extract 3.1 is a sample of a candidate’s poor 
response. 
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Extract 3.1  

 
Extract 3.1 is a sample from a candidate who failed to differentiate 
primary stress from secondary stress.  
 

On the other hand, 8.3 percent of the candidates scored all the 
allotted marks. These candidates showed ability to describe the 
difference between primary stress and secondary stress by writing 
points such as; “Primary stress refers to the type of stress in which 
more force is given to some syllables and the mark is written above 
the pronounced syllable while secondary stress is the type of stress 
which receive minimal force or prominence when pronouncing, in 
secondary stress, a mark is written below the pronounced syllable. 

Extract 3.2 is a response from a candidate who managed to answer 
the question correctly. 
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Extract 3.2 

 
 

Extract 3.2 is a response from a candidate who showed the differences 
between primary stress and secondary stress. He/she was able to 
indicate the position of primary and secondary stress in the syllables.  

2.1.4 Question 4:  Literary Analysis 
In this question the candidates were required to name six things they 
should consider in the “form” of literary work. 

 The question was attempted by 97.5 percent of all candidates. The 
performance in this question was excellent, as 12.4 percent scored 
from 0 to 1 mark while 87.6 percent of candidates scored from 1.5 to 
3 marks. 
 
The candidates who scored all the allotted marks (13.3 %)  , showed 
the ability to name the six things to consider in the “form” of literary 
work such as: “Language , characters and characterisation, setting, 
plot, tone, viewpoints, style and the title of the literary work”. 
Extract 4.1 is a response from the candidate who managed to answer 
the question correctly. 
Extract 4.1 

 
 

Extract 4.1 is a response from a candidate who named the six things to 
consider in the “form” of literary work. 
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On the other hand, the candidates who scored low marks were unable 
to name the six things they will consider in the “form” of literary 
work. The following is a sample of a poor response: “Name of the 
author, Title of the literary work, Picture of the environment of 
which the literary work has been sorted, Participants, chapter outline 
and publisher”. 

 
Other candidates provided responses from the “Word Formation” 
which were irrelevant to the requirement of the question and their 
responses were such as: Uses of abbreviations, Uses of acronyms, 
Uses of compound words. Extract 4.2 is a sample of the candidate’s 
poor response	
  	
  

Extract 4.2 

	
  

Extract 4.2 shows a response from a candidate who failed to name the 
six things to consider in the “form” of literary work. In addition to that, 
the candidate left the gaps vacant due to lack of knowledge on literary 
works. 

2.1.5 Question 5:  Teaching Oral Skills 
The question was from the topic of teaching oral skills and the 
candidates were required to mention six activities they could use to 
develop oral practice to their English Language learners.  

The question was attempted by 97.8 percent of all candidates. The 
performance in this question was good, as 21 percent scored from 0 
to 1 mark while 79 percent of candidates scored from 1.5 to 3 marks. 
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The candidates who scored all the allotted marks (21.4 %), were 
knowledgeable on oral skills as they managed to mention the six 
activities they could use to develop oral practice which are 
“Dialogue, Songs, Interview, Discussion, Games, Debates, 
presentations, group discussion, and storytelling” as seen in extract 
5.1. 

 
Extract 5.1  

 
Extract 5.1 shows the responses from the candidate who mentioned the 
six activities one could use to develop oral practice to the learners of 
English language. 

However, there were candidates who scored low marks. These 
candidates could not mention the six activities to be used to develop 
oral practice to their learners. In addition to that, they had poor 
English Language grammar in their responses, for example one 
candidate wrote: “to give them more time practice learned word” 
while others wrote:“Provide example of sentence to read by the 
students, students should imitate to read the sentence as teacher 
provide, to give them more time practice learned word”. Extract 5.2 
is a sample of a candidate’s poor response	
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Extract 5.2 

 

Extract 5.2 shows a sample response from a candidate who wrote the 
stages of the lesson development instead of mentioning activities to 
develop oral practice to learners of English language 

2.1.6 Question 6: Theories of Language Teaching and Learning:  
The question was from the topic of Theories of Language Teaching 
and Learning and the candidates were required to briefly outline 
three features of behavioural learning theory.  

This question was attempted by 95.9 percent of all candidates. The 
performance in this question was satisfactory, as 55.3 percent scored 
from 0 to 1 mark while 44.7 percent of candidates scored from 1.5 to 
3 marks.   

The candidates who scored low marks failed to outline any three 
features of behavioural learning theory and some responses had 
grammatical errors, for example, one candidate wrote “it is use 
predictive way of learning”. Another one wrote: “It through 
observation, it is use predictive way of learning; it is based on the 
personalities observation”. Extract 6.1 is a sample of a candidate’s 
poor response.	
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Extract 6.1 

 

Extract 6.1 shows the response from a candidate who failed to provide 
any features of behavioural learning theories. 

On the other hand, 4.8 percent of the candidates scored all the 
allotted three marks. These candidates were able to outline three 
features of behavioural learning theories such as:  

 
“Learners in behavioural theory have nothing to contribute in 
learning language; learners learn language in the same way as 
learning other behaviour, 
Relationship of stimuli, response and reinforcement should be built 
by learners”. See Extract 6.2.  

 
Extract 6.2 

 
Extract 6.2 indicates the responses from the candidate who outlined 
three features of behavioural learning theory. The candidate had a good 
command of English language. 
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2.1.7 Question 7:  Teaching Aural Skills   
In this question the candidates were required to mention three methods 
they can use to teach aural skills.  

The question was attempted by 97.2 percent of all candidates. The 
performance in this question was unsatisfactory, as 81.1 percent scored 
from 0 to 1 mark while 18.9 percent of candidates scored from 1.5 to 3 
marks. 

The candidates who scored low marks were unable to mention the three 
methods they can use to teach aural skills but provided the teaching 
methods which were irrelevant to the demand of the question. The 
following is a sample of a poor response.  

“Grammar Translation method, Audio-lingual method and Direct 
Method” Others wrongly mentioned the teaching methods as seen in 
extract 7.1 

Extract 7.1  

 

Extract 7.1 indicates the response from the candidate who failed to 
mention the three methods for teaching aural skills but mentioned the 
teaching methods. 

On the other hand, there were candidates who scored all the allotted 3 
marks. These candidates managed to mention the three methods which 
they can use to teach aural skills as per requirement of the question. 
Their responses were: “Tongue twisters method, stop me method, chain 
drill, identification by number, dictation, identification by context, same 
or different” as seen in extract 7.2. 

Extract 7.2 is a response from the candidate who managed to answer 
the question correctly. 
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 Extract 7.2 is a response from the candidate who managed to mention the 
methods for teaching aural skills” 

2.1.8 Question 8:  Preparation for Teaching 
The question was from the topic of preparation for teaching and the 
candidates were required to state any three factors to consider when 
evaluating teaching and learning materials.  

The question was attempted by 98.2 percent of all candidates. The 
performance in this question was good as 29.4 percent scored from 0 
to 1 mark, 70.6 percent of candidates scored between 1.5 and 3 marks. 

The candidates who scored all the allotted marks (23.4 %), managed to 
state the factors to consider when evaluating the teaching and learning 
materials which were: adequacy of content, should be adaptable and 
have good organization and sequence, availability and affordability 
e.t.c. Extract 8.1 is a sample of responses from the candidate who was able to 
answer the question. 
 
Extract 8.1 

 
Extract 8.1 is a sample of script from a candidate who had the ability of 
stating the factors to consider when evaluating teaching and learning 
materials. 
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On the other hand, the candidates who scored low marks provided 
responses which were irrelevant to the demand of the question. The 
candidates failed to state the three factors to consider when evaluating 
teaching and learning materials. Some candidates provided the good 
qualities of teaching and learning materials such as: “durability, and 
quality of materials and accuracy of materials” while another 
candidate wrote: “Presentation of the skills, Grade and sequence of the 
materials and relationship between text and exercises to learners and 
subject matter”.  Extract 8.2 is another sample of the candidate’s poor 
responses. 

Extract 8.2 

 

 

Extract 8.2 indicates the response from a candidate who lacked 
knowledge on the factors to consider when evaluating teaching and 
learning materials. 

2.1.9 Question 9: Sentence Types and Punctuation 
In this question, the candidates were required to briefly describe with 
one example of a sentence (a) Simple sentence (b) Compound sentence 
(c) Complex sentence.  

The question was attempted by 98.4 percent of all candidates. The 
performance in this question was excellent, as only 11.8 percent got 
from 0 to 1 mark while 88.2 percent scored from1.5 to 3 marks. 
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The candidates (33.6 percent) who scored all the 3 allotted marks, 
managed to provide correct responses such as the fact that (a) Simple 
sentence is a sentence which has only one subject and one predict e.g. 
Juma drives a car (b) Compound is a sentence which consists of two or 
more clauses by coordinating conjunction (and, but, or) e.g. Asha 
graduated last May and now she works as a teacher (c) Complex 
sentence is a sentence which consists of one main clause and one or 
more subordinate clauses e.g While we drove along the coast, fogs 
rolled in. Extract 9.1 is a response from a candidate who answered the 
question correctly. 

Extract 9.1 

 

Extract 9.1 is a sample from a candidate who showed the ability to describe 
a simple sentence, compound sentence and complex sentence. 
 

On the other hand, the candidates who scored low marks lacked 
knowledge on the sentence types because they showed inability to 
describe: simple sentence, compound sentence and complex sentence. 
In addition to that, they were unable to provide the examples of 
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sentences for each type of sentence they were supposed to describe. The 
following is a sample of a poor response: 

“Simple sentence refers to the clear and understandable sentence,” 
“Compound sentences refers to those sentence which cannot stad 
alone” ,“Complex sentence refers to the high technique statement 
which is advanced than simple language”. Extract 9.2 is a sample of 
a candidate’s poor response. 
Extract 9.2 

 
Extract 9.2 is a sample from a candidate who lacked knowledge on the 
sentence types. 

2.1.10 Question 10:  Theories of Language Teaching and Learning 
In this question the candidates were required to explain the meaning of 
the terms (a) teaching and (b) learning.  

The question was attempted by 98.4 percent of all candidates. The 
performance in this question was excellent, as only 10.6 percent got 
from 0 to 1 mark while 89.4 percent scored from1.5 and 3 marks. 

The candidates who scored all the allotted marks (22.6 %)  managed to 
provide correct responses such as the fact that (a) Teaching is the 
process of imparting knowledge, skills, techniques and ideas to a 
person or student in the classroom (b) Learning is the process of 
acquiring knowledge, skills, techniques and ideas from a teacher or 
any person who knows things. Extract 10.1 is a response from a 
candidate who managed to answer the question correctly. 
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Extract 10.1 

 

Extract 10.1 is a sample from a script of a candidate who explained the 
terms “teaching and learning”. 
 

Nevertheless, the candidates who scored low marks lacked knowledge 
on the theories of language teaching and learning. The candidates also 
showed inability to express themselves due to poor English Language 
proficiency. One of the candidates wrote as follows: “Teaching is a 
process of facilitate or impact knowledge skills for the candidates and 
learning is the process of talking something for the teacher or someone 
for the teaching something”. Extract 10.2 is a sample of a poor 
response. 

Extract 10.2  
 

 
Extract 10.2 is a sample from candidate who lacked knowledge on the 
theories of language teaching and learning because he/she provided 
responses which were irrelevant to the demand of the question. 
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2.2 SECTION B: Essay Type Questions from Topics of Academic 
This was an optional section with four (04) questions each carrying 15 
marks. The candidates were required to answer two questions, thus 
making a total of 30 marks for this section.  The section intended to 
measure Analysis, Application, Synthesis and Evaluation. 

2.2.1 Question 11:  Writing in Variety of Forms 
In this question candidates were required to write a letter of about 200 
words to the Guardian editor on the topic of “insufficient power supply 
at Kibaha town” in order to let the local government know the extent of 
the problem. The candidates were supposed to use the name of Musa 
Kiwelu.  

The question was attempted by 23.2 percent of all candidates. The 
performance in this question was excellent, as only 16.3 percent got 
from 0 to 5.5 marks, 67.4 percent got from 6 to 10.5 marks while 16.3 
percent scored from11 to 15 marks. 

The candidates, who scored high marks, indicated the ability to write the 
letter to the editor using the correct format, they were able to express 
themselves in good English Language grammar, all parts of the letter 
were shown (heading, salutation, main body, closure and full name) and 
their letters were well organised. Extract 11.1 is a response from a 
candidate who wrote a good letter to the editor. 
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Extract 11.1 is a sample of a response from a candidate who wrote the 
letter to the editor using the correct format. 
 

 However the candidates who scored low marks made mistakes in writing 
the letter. While some wrote their names on top of their addresses, others 
intended their salutation and others’ English was poor. The ending was 
also wrong. Letters had two addresses instead of writing the heading, the 
address and date to be put at the end of the letter. Extract 11.2 is a sample 
of the candidate’s poor response. 
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Extract 11.2 

 

Extract 11.2 is a sample of a response from a candidate who made a lot of 
mistakes in writing the formal letter to the editor. 

2.2.2 Question 12:  Conversation, Discussion and Oral Presentation 
In this question the candidates were required to analyse any five 
features of a good conversation. 

The question was attempted by 58.4 percent of all candidates. The 
performance in this question was satisfactory, as 58.5 percent got from 
0 to 5.5 marks, 37.9 got from 6 to10.5 marks while 3.6 percent scored 
from 11 to15 marks.  

The candidates who scored low marks did not have knowledge on the 
topic of conversation as some of them related it to the topic of 
communication. The following is a sample of a poor response by a 
candidate who wrote: “It should have sender, it should have channel, it 
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should have receiver and it should have feedback”. Extract 12.1 is a 
sample of the candidate’s poor response. 

Extract 12.1 
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Extract 12.1 is a sample of a response from a candidate who failed to 
analyse the features of a good conversation. 

On the other hand, there were candidates who scored high marks. These 
candidates were knowledgeable on the features of good conversation. 
They also had a good command of English language. Their responses were 
such as: a good conversation should have good relationship between 
speakers, mutual understanding between the participants, non-verbal 
communication, no interruption or interference between participants, clear 
use of language”. Extract 12.2 is a response from a candidate who 
managed to answer the question correctly. 

Extract 12.2 
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Extract 12.2 is a sample of a response from a candidate who managed to 
analyse the features of a good conversation. 
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2.2.3 Question 13:  Literary Analysis 
In this question, the candidates were required to explain any five roles 
of literature in the society.  

The question was attempted by 98.1 percent of all candidates. The 
performance in this question was excellent, as only 2.2 percent got from 
0 to 5.5 marks, 66.8 percent got from 6 to 10.5 marks while 31 percent 
scored from11 to15 marks. 

The candidates, who scored high marks, had a good command of 
English Language and masterly of literary works. They were able to 
write the role of literature in the society like: to educate the society, to 
express people’s culture, to develop language, to entertain people, to 
liberate people and to influence people. Extract 13.1 is a response from 
a candidate who managed to answer the question well. 

Extract 13.1 
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Extract 13.1 is a sample of a response from a candidate who showed to 
have knowledge on literary works by explaining the roles of literature in 
the society. 

 On the other hand, the candidates who scored low marks lacked 
knowledge on literary works, indicated poor masterly of English language 
because they provided responses which could not meet the requirement of 
the question.  The following is a sample of a poor response : 

 “ literature used as subject, literature use language, the role of 
literature in presentation it must use and accompanied by 
communication skills, literature accompanied by tradition and customs 
like the work of art” 

 Another candidate wrote  

“it help to build good relationship among the people, it help to solve 
different problems in the society, it help to build good cooperation in 
the society”as seen in Extract 13.2  
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Extract 13.2 

 

Extract 13.2 is a sample from a candidate who lacked the knowledge on 
literary works as he/she wrote irrelevant responses to the demand of the 
question. 

2.2.4 Question 14:  Word Forms and Meanings 
In this question the candidates were required (a) to show four 
similarities between inflection and derivation (b) to describe any three 
differences between inflection and derivation process.  

The question was attempted by 17.1 percent of all candidates. The 
performance in this question was good, as only 29.1 percent got from 0 
to 5.5 marks, 66.2 percent got from 6 to 10.5 marks while 4.7 percent 
scored from 11 to 15 marks. 

The candidates who scored high marks, managed to show the 
differences and similarities between derivational and inflectional 
processes. The responses they provided were as follows: 

The similarities: 
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“Both are processes of word formation, all of them are used to form 
new words from the existing one, all of them are grammatical 
morphemes” 

The differences: 

“Derivation change word class while inflection does not change the 
word class, derivation uses both suffixes and prefixes while inflection 
uses suffixes” 

Extract 14.1 is a sample from a candidate who managed to provide correct 
responses. 

Extract 14.1 
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Extract 14.1 is a sample of a response from a candidate who indicated the 
similarities and differences between inflection and derivation 

However, the candidates who scored low marks indicated the following 
weaknesses in their responses: in (a) failed to show the similarities between 
inflection and derivation. In addition to that, these candidates had inability 
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to express themselves because of poor background in English Language. 
The following is a sample of a poor response. 

“Inflectional and derivational all are found in free morpheme, 
inflectional and derivational morpheme all use used to change the 
word” 

In (b) the candidates indicated to have poor grammar in English Language, 
for example one of them wrote: 

“Inflectional used to show gender, inflectional mopheme used to 
cooperative and superlative, inflectional used to show possession” as 
seen in Extract 14.2. 

Extract 14.2 
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Extract 14.2 is a sample from a candidate who lacked the knowledge on 
word forms and meaning because his/her responses were irrelevant to the 
demand of the question. 

2.3 SECTION C: Essay Type Questions from Topics of Pedagogy 
This was an optional section with four (04) questions each carrying 20 
marks. The candidates were required to answer two questions, thus making 
a total of 40 marks for this section.  The section intended to measure 
Analysis, Application, Synthesis and Evaluation. 

2.3.1 Question 15: Teaching Methods 
In this question candidates were required to describe six features of the 
Grammar Translation Method. 

The question was attempted by 41.6 percent of all candidates. The 
performance in this question was good, as only 27.2 percent scored from 
0 to 7.5 marks, 63.3 percent scored from 8 to 14.5 marks while 9.5 
percent scored from 15 to 20 marks. 

The candidates, who scored high marks, were able to describe the 
features of the Grammar Translation Method. The responses they 
provided were like: “Detailed analysis of grammar rules, memorization 
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of rules and facts in order to understand and manipulate morphology and 
syntax of the foreign language, repetition of phrases ten times with 
extensive modelling and help from the teacher and use of the student’s 
native language” as seen in extract. 

Extract 15.1 
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Extract 15.1 is a sample from a candidate who was able to describe the 
features of Grammar Translation Method. 

 In spite of that, the candidates who scored low marks, lacked knowledge 
on the teaching methods because they provided the responses which 
couldn’t meet the requirement of the question. In addition to that, the 
candidates were unable to express themselves due to poor command of 
English Language. The following is a sample of the poor response. 

“Fall grammar rule, learner centred, use all language skills, it needs 
creativity, it is interactive or participatory”. Extract 15.2 is a sample 
of a candidate’s poor response 

Extract 15.2. 
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Extract 15.2 is a sample from a candidate who lacked the ability to 
describe the features of Grammar Translation Method. 
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2.3.2 Question 16: Assessment 
In this question candidates were required to (a) elaborate three 
disadvantages of using essay questions to evaluate learners (b) elaborate 
three advantages of using essay questions to evaluate learners. 

The question was attempted by 81.5 percent of all candidates. The 
performance in this question was excellent, as only 6.6 percent got from 0 
to 7.5 marks, 59.9 percent got from 8 to 14.5 marks while 33.5 percent 
scored from 15 to 20 marks.  

The candidates who scored high marks, managed to show the 
disadvantages and advantages of essay questions. The responses they 
provided were such as: 

 (a) they are difficult to mark, students take long time to answer them, 
there is unequal range of scoring when they are marked by different 
teachers (b) brings difficult for the students to copy from his/her 
neighbour, they have freedom of expression, they are easy/simple to 
construct, they measure higher levels of cognitive objectives” as seen in 
extract 16.1 
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Extract 16.1  
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Extract 16.1 is a sample from a candidate who managed to elaborate the 
disadvantages and advantages of essay questions.  

Nevertheless, the candidates who scored low marks lacked knowledge on 
the assessment skills because they failed to elaborate the advantages and 
disadvantages of essay questions to learners. Other than that they also had 
poor English Language usage. The following is the sample of the poor 
response. For part (a) one of the candidate wrote: “Time, when your 
prepare essay question and mark it take long time, Difficult to prepare, 
Difficult to make evaluation” and in part (b) the response of another 
candidate was: 

“Difficult part in learning, to know if both skills are known,  and be 
able to give explaination of the subject matter” as seen in extract 16.2 
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Extract 16.2  

 

Extract 16.2 is a sample of a response from a candidate who lacked 
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knowledge on Assessment skills and failed to elaborate the 
disadvantages and advantages of using essay questions to evaluate 
learners. 

2.3.3 Question 17: Assessment 
In this question the candidates were required to (a) explain four ways of 
keeping students’ records (b) analyse four disadvantages of not keeping 
students’ records. 

The question was attempted by 30.1 percent of all candidates. The 
performance in this question was excellent, as only 15.2 percent got 
from 0 to 7.5 marks, 72.5 percent got from 8 to 14.5 marks while 12.3 
percent scored from 15 to 20 marks. 

The candidates who scored high marks, had knowledge on the 
assessment skills because they managed (a) to explain the four ways of 
keeping students’ records such as the use of computers, flash discs, CD 
or DVD, in W.E.D, in the internet as an e-mail, in subject teacher’s 
book file or portfolio. In part (b) the candidates were able to analyse the 
disadvantages of not keeping students’ records for example, it will be 
difficult, for the school to know the students’ progress,  to make future 
decisions, for parents to know what is going on in schools. Extract 17.1 
is a sample from a candidate who managed to answer the question well. 
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Extract 17.1 

 

Extract 17.1 is a sample from a candidate who showed the ways of 
keeping students’ records. e.g. manual files, computers, shelves. The 
candidate indicated ability to express himself/herself. 
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On the other hand, the candidates who scored low marks misinterpreted 
the demand of the question due to lack of knowledge on the assessment 
skills. Other than that, they showed to have poor command of English 
Language. One candidate wrote: 

 “Through student registration, through provision of 
feedback, through provision of certificates” 

Extract 17.2 is a sample of a candidate’s poorly performed response. 
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Extract 17.2 is a sample of a response from a candidate who wrote that 
student records can be kept through academic master.  

2.3.4 Question 18:  Assessment 
In this question the candidates were required to elaborate two important 
things to consider when constructing each of the following assessment 
items: (a) Multiple choice (b) True and false (c) Essay items (d) 
Matching items.  

The question was attempted by 43.4 percent of all candidates. The 
performance in this question was good, as 27.4 percent scored from 0 to 
7.5 marks, 52.4 percent scored from 8 to 14.5 marks while 20.2 percent 
scored from 15 to 20 marks. 

The candidates who scored high marks, managed to elaborate important 
things to consider when constructing multiple choice items, true/false 
items, essay items and matching items as (a) in multiple choice items, 
alternatives should be equal in length (b) in true false items, the 
statement should not be ambiguous (c) in essay items, questions should 
be phrased so that the examinee’s tasks are clearly indicated (d) in 
matching items, ensure that the lists contain homogeneous content. 
Extract 18.1 is a sample from a candidate who answered the question 
well. 
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Extract 18.1 

 



46 

	
  

 

Extract 18.1 is a sample of a response from a candidate who elaborated 
the important things to consider when constructing different items. 
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In spite of that, the candidates who scored low marks provided general 
responses instead of being specific to the assessment items given as in 
the following response.“The teacher should not use negative sentences, 
one question should comprise one answer, use short questions as 
possible”. Others wrote: “To write using simple word, avoid repetition 
of question, avoid use of can and can’t, to use plural and uncorrect 
answer to some item”. Extract 18.2 further shows a sample of a 
candidate’s poor response. 

Extract 18.2 
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Extract 18.2 is a sample of a response from a candidate who confused 
matching items to matching table. 
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3.0    CONCLUSION 
The general performance in English Language for DSEE 2014 was good as 
most of the candidates (60.4) performed above average which is 55 marks. 
Despite the good performance, the analysis has shown that there was poor 
performance in some topics such as English Language Sound System, 
Conversation, Discussion and Oral Presentation. Some candidates indicated 
lack of knowledge in those topics hence provided irrelevant responses to the 
demands of the questions. However, topics such as Theories of language 
teaching and learning, Assessment, Sentence types and punctuation, Literary 
Analysis, Preparation for teaching, Writing in Various forms were well done. 
The Appendix shows the summary of candidates’ performance per topic and 
per question. 

It is expected that the feedback provided in this report will enable tutors, 
student-teachers and other stakeholders to take appropriate measures to 
improve the teaching and learning of English Language in Tanzanian Diploma 
Teachers’ Colleges. 

A call is therefore made to tutors, student-teachers, college administrators and 
other stakeholders to put more efforts to all identified problematic topics for 
good performance in future. 

4.0  RECOMMENDATIONS 
(a) Student-teachers should be encouraged to use both spoken and 

written English since English Language is their teaching subject. 
Debating clubs and English speaking should be encouraged in 
teacher colleges. 

(b) Adequate time and resources should be available to facilitate better 
learning and teaching of English Language vocabularies. 

(c) Student-teachers should be encouraged to read and analyse many 
books, in the reading program, to develop their reading and 
analytical skills. 

(d) Student teachers should be given more drills and sufficient exercises 
on each topic taught.  

(e) College administrators and managers should make a close follow-up 
on the coverage of the syllabus. 
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 (f) Tutors should spend more time in guiding student-teachers on how 
to identify specific tasks of the questions so as to assist them 
provide correct answers to the questions. 
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APPENDIX   
 

Summary of the Performance of the candidates- Question and Topic wise 

No Topic No of 
question 

Percentage of 
candidates who 
scored 40 marks 

and above 

Average 
performance 

by Topic 
(%) 

Remarks 

1 Literary Analysis 4 87.6 92.7 Excellent 
13 97.8 

2 writing in Various 
Forms 

11 83.7 83.7 Excellent 

3 Assessment 16 93.4 83.6 Excellent 
17 84.8 
18 72.6 

4 Sentence types and 
Punctuation 

1 78.1 83 Excellent 
9 88.2 

5 Theories of language 
Teaching and Learning 

2 87.2 73.7 Very Good 
6 44.7 

10 89.4 
6 Teaching Methods 15 72.8 72.8 Very Good 
7 Word Forms and 

Meaning 
14 70.9 70.9 Very Good 

8 Preparation for Teaching 8 70.6 70.6 Very Good 
9 Teaching Aural skills 5 79 72.8 Very Good 

7 19.9 
10 Conversation, 

Discussion and Oral 
Presentation 

12 41.5 41.5 Satisfactory 

11 The English sound 
system 

3 26.6 26.6 Unsatisfactory 

 

 




