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FOREWORD
The National Examinations Council of Tanzania is pleased to issue the 2021
Candidates’ Item Response Analysis Report on the Diploma in Secondary
Education Examination (DSEE) for Development Studies. This report intends to
provide feedback to student teachers, tutors, parents, policy makers and the public
in general on the performance of the candidates who sat for that examination.
The Diploma in Secondary Education Examination marks the end of Diploma in
Secondary Education course. It evaluates the effectiveness of the education system
in general and education delivery in particular at this level by analysing the
candidates’ performance. The candidates’ responses to the examination questions
is considered to be one of the indicators of what the education system was able or
unable to offer to the student teachers in their Diploma in Secondary Education
course.
In this report the analysis of each question has been done whereby the strengths
and weaknesses shown by the candidates in answering the questions have been
analysed. Factors which are likely to have influenced the candidates to answer the
questions correctly/incorrectly have been examined. The analysis shows that
candidates with good performance provided appropriate responses as they were
able to identify the task required for each question and had enough knowledge of
the subject matter and good mastery of the English Language which was used as
the language of the examination. On the other hand, candidates with poor
performance lacked such qualities.
The National Examination Council of Tanzania believe that the feedback provided
through this report will enable the education administrators, college managers,
tutors and student teachers to identify proper measures to be taken in order to
improve candidates’ performance in future examinations administered by the
Council.
Finally, the Examinations Council of Tanzania would like to thank all the
examination officers, examiners and all other stakeholders who participated in
different capacities in the preparation of this report.

Dr. Charles E. Msonde
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
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1.0

INTRODUCTION
This report aims at providing feedback about the performance of the
candidates who sat for the Diploma in Secondary Education Examination in
May, 2021 in the Development Studies subject. The total of 2,096
candidates sat for the examination. The examination tested the candidates’
competences in evaluating developmental processes at national and
international level and make supportive judgements, demonstrating positive
attitudes towards ethics, values and integrity, promoting and protecting
human rights including the rights of the child and of special groups,
promoting individual ethics, values and integrity and applying life skills in
dealing with social, economic and political challenges including crosscutting issues such as HIV/AIDS, globalization, gender, drug abuse and
corruption. The data show that the performance of the candidates on this
subject in 2021 examination was better compared to that of 2020 as shown in
the following table.
Year

Number of
Candidates

Percentage of Candidates
who Passed (%)

A

B

Grades
C

D

F

2020

2,810

99.96

1

332

2,205

252

1

2021

2,096

100

2

337

1,622

111

0

The table shows that 100% of the candidates passed the examination in 2021
and the performance increased by 0.04%.
The Development Studies paper had sections A and B. Section A consisted
of 10 compulsory, short answer questions while section B consisted of six
essay questions, from which the candidates had to choose four questions.
Each question in section A was worth 4 marks, whereas, each question in
section B carried 15 marks. The performance in section A was considered to
be good if the candidates’ scores ranged from 3.0 to 4.0 marks; average if the
candidate’ scores ranged from 2.0 to 2.5 marks and poor if the candidates
scored 0.0 to 1.5 marks. However, in section B, good performance ranged
from 10.5 to 15.0 marks; average performance ranged from 6.0 to 10.0 marks
and poor performance ranged from 0.0 to 5.5 marks. These categories of
performance are presented in figures and the appendix using green, yellow
and red colours to present good, average and poor performance respectively.
Generally, the presentation of this report offers the analysis of each question
by giving an overview of what the candidates were required to do, the
1

general performance and the reasons for their performance. At the end of the
analysis, it provides the conclusion and recommendations.
The performance on each topic is classified as good, average or poor if the
percentage of the candidates who scored 40 per cent and above of the marks
allocated to the question are in the range of 70 - 100, 40 - 69 or 0 - 39
respectively. The attachment containing the percentage of candidates’ scores
in each question and topic is given in the appendix at the far end of this
report.
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2.0

ANALYSIS OF THE CANDIDATES’ PERFORMANCE ON EACH
QUESTION
This part is divided into two sections A and B. Section A analyses short
answer questions while section B analyses essay questions. The detailed
analysis is as follows:

2.1

Section A: Short Answer Questions
This section comprised ten (10) short answer questions whereby the
candidates were required to attempt all questions. Each question was worth
four (4) marks.

2.1.1 Question 1: Culture and Philosophy
The question required the candidates to differentiate the terms (a) Customs
and Norms, (b) Axiology and Logic. The question was attempted by 2,096
(100%) candidates. The general performance of candidates on this question
was good since 1,622 (77.4%) scored 2.0 to 4.0 marks as shown in Figure 1.

Figure 1: Candidates’ performance on question 1.

The data in figure 2 shows that 42.6% of the candidates scored 3.0 to 4.0
marks. Those who scored high marks (0.1%) understood well the requirement
of the question and had adequate knowledge of Culture and Philosophy that
helped them to differentiate the terms. The majority of the candidates in this
category showed their understanding of the terms especially customs,
axiology and logic. However, they failed to score all the marks allotted
3

because they were able to partly explain the terms as required especially the
term norms.
The data also shows that 34.8% of the candidates scored 2.0 to 2.5 marks.
The candidates in this category had limited knowledge of the terms especially
customs and norms which made them provide insufficient explanations and
irrelevant examples. They managed to differentiate well the terms axiology
and logic, but they failed to distinguish the terms customs and norms.
On the other hand, a few candidates (22.6%) scored 0.0 to 1.5 marks. Those
who scored zero (5.5%) failed to understand the question, lacked knowledge
of the topic and had poor English Language proficiency. There were also
candidates who confused between customers and customs. However, some of
the candidates incorrectly described logic as the study of natural materials
like sun and moon. One of the candidates described logic as the type of
philosophy deals with art and beauty. Another candidate described customs
as the among of the element of culture that follow by production of culture in
society, norms as the element deal with naming, axiology as the study of
existed for example what is ideal and logic as the study of natural material
for example sun, moon. There were also other incorrect responses such as:
customs one among of the element of culture which concern tradition culture,
norms are element or component of culture which involve customs and
tradition belief which practice in society, axiology is the study of reality and
logic is the branch of philosophy that represent thinking. Extract 1
exemplifies the responses of candidates in this category.

Extract 1: A sample of the incorrect responses to question 1.
In extract 1 the candidate provided irrelevant descriptions of the terms instead of
differentiating them.
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2.1.2 Question 2: Theories and Aspects of Development
The question required the candidates to identify four indicators of
development. The question was attempted by 2,096 (100%) candidates. The
performance of candidates on this question was good since 2,039 (97.3%)
scored 2.0 to 4.0 marks as shown in Figure 2.

Figure 2: Candidates’ performance on question 2.

Figure 2 show that 85.4% of the candidates scored 3.0 to 4.0 marks. Those
who scored all the marks (74.3%) were able to identify four indicators of
development. Some identified indicators of development such as: increased
literacy rate, advanced science and technology, high life expectancy, grow of
per capita income, increased employment opportunities, improved provision
of social services and increased food security. The marks for the candidates
varied due to differences in the candidates’ abilities in using the English
Language to present the content. Extract 2.1 is a sample of responses of
candidates in this sort.

5

Extract 2.1: A sample of the correct responses to question 2.

On the other hand, 11.9% of the candidates scored 2.0 to 2.5 marks. Most of
them demonstrated inadequate knowledge of the indicators of development
thus their responses had some weaknesses such as: failure to exhaust the
required number of points, having mixed correct and incorrect points and
repetitions of some points. For example, one of the candidates provided
correct points such as: improvement of social services and growth of science
and technology. However, the candidate also included also incorrect points
such as: life expectancy and gross national production.
Further analysis of the candidates’ responses shows that a few candidates
(2.7%) scored 0.0 to 1.5 marks. Those who scored zero (0.6%) either failed to
understand the question or provided responses that were incorrect which
indicates that they lacked knowledge of indicators of development. Some
candidates in this category did not exhaust the required number of points. For
example, one of the candidates wrote incorrect responses about factors of
production such as: land, capital, labour and entrepreneurship. Other
candidates gave the general statements of the indicators of development
without identifying the key term(s) which are advanced/advancement or
improved/improvement or increased/increasing to mention but a few. They
identified points like life expectancy, literacy rate, social services, per capita
income, population, dependency ratio and science and technology. Extract
2.2 provides a sample of the responses of candidates in this category.

6

Extract 2.2: A sample of the incorrect responses to question 2.
In extract 2.2, the candidate identified factors of production and provided irrelevant
points instead of identifying indicators of development.

2.1.3 Question 3: Tanzania in Global Politics
The question required the candidates to briefly explain four duties of
ambassadors when they represent Tanzania abroad. The question was
attempted by 2,096 (100%) candidates. The general performance on this
question was average since 1,014 (48.4%) scored 2.0 to 4.0 marks as shown
in Figure 3.

Figure 3: Candidates’ performance on question 3.

The data in figure 3 indicates that 51.6% of the candidates scored 0.0 to 1.5
marks. Those who scored zero (27.7%) lacked knowledge of the duties of
ambassadors. Despite providing partial explanations, some candidates had
partial knowledge of the duties of ambassadors and did not supply the
7

required number of points and displayed insufficient understanding of the
topic. For example, one of the candidates wrote responses such as: provision
of health services, provision of education services, provision of security and
provision of loans. Also, English Language proficiency and failure to
interpret the question were the major problems to most of the candidates in
this cluster. For instance, one of the candidates failed to interpret the question
hence they came up with irrelevant responses such as: school sector, church
sector, in the family and through seminar. Another candidate responded
incorrectly by writing: to meet with foreign leader, to negotiate agreement
and treaties, to oversee foreign projects and monitor foreigner visit from
his/her mother country Tanzania. These weaknesses led them to attain few
marks. Extract 3.1 shows a sample of responses of candidates in this group.

Extract 3.1: A sample of the incorrect responses to question 3.
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In extract 3.1, the candidate explained the characters of ambassadors instead
of explaining the duties of ambassadors when they represent Tanzania
abroad. Moreover, the candidates faced language barrier as they attempted to
express themselves.
Further analysis shows that 25.4% of the candidates scored 2.0 to 2.5 marks.
These candidates understood the question and explained some duties of
ambassadors. However, they were not able to exhaust the required number of
points. Some of them mixed up correct and incorrect responses. Such
responses show that the candidates had partial knowledge of matters related
to international relations. Moreover, their English Language proficiency
hindered some of the candidates to express themselves clearly about the
duties of ambassadors. For example, one of the candidates provided correct
points such as: to keep record of Tanzanians in those countries and to give
assistance to Tanzanians in those countries when needed. However, the
candidate included incorrect points such as: to determine the companies and
private sector present within the countries and keep record of treaty signed
by the national to his/her national for development.
On the other hand, 23.0% of the candidates with knowledge of international
relations matters scored 3.0 to 4.0 marks. Those who scored all the marks
allotted (4.8%) were able to briefly explain the duties of ambassadors when
they represent Tanzania abroad. Majority of the candidates in this group
pointed out various duties of ambassadors such as: to make preparations of
the trips of Tanzanian leaders in the foreign country, to give Tanzanians
assistance when needed, to represent Tanzanians in the countries where they
are posted, to popularise Tanzanian affairs such as: tourism and convince
foreigners to come and invest in Tanzania and to promote and maintain
Tanzanian relations with international organisations such as: UNO, AU and
EAC. The variation of scores however, was caused by the candidates’
incongruences in presenting their responses in the English Language,
repetition of points and mixing relevant and irrelevant responses. The
analysis also indicates that they understood the question and demonstrated
mastery of content. Extract 3.2 is a sample of the responses of candidates in
this group.
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Extract 3.2: A sample of the correct responses to question 3.

2.1.4 Question 4: Tanzania in Global Politics
The question required the candidates to outline four objectives of the
Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa (COMESA). The question
was attempted by 2,096 (100%) candidates. The performance of candidates
on this question was good since 2,024 (96.6%) scored 2.0 to 4.0 marks as
shown in Figure 4.

Figure 4: Candidates’ performance on question 4.

Figure 4 indicates that 75.7% of the candidates scored 3.0 to 4.0 marks.
Those who scored full marks (30.2%) had adequate knowledge of The
Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa (COMESA). They also
understood the question hence they provided correct responses. Most of
candidates were able to outline the objectives of COMESA such as: to
10

promote and facilitate co-operation of the member countries, to harmonize
development strategies policies and plans within the region, to encourage
cooperation in monetary terms, to establish joint industrial and agricultural
institutions, to trade much easier within the region, reducing tariffs and
building a strong economic base for its members. Variation of marks in this
assortment was due to candidates’ failure to supply the required number of
points and their repetitions in providing some points. Extract 4.1 provides a
sample of responses of the candidates in this cluster.

Extract 4.1: A sample of the correct responses to question 4.

On the other hand, 20.9% of the candidates scored 2.0 to 2.5 marks. They
understood the requirements of the question and therefore provided some
relevant points. However, they had partial knowledge of COMESA hence
they presented both correct and incorrect points. Some of the candidates
failed to score higher marks due to replication of facts and supplying less
number of the required points. For example, one of the candidates provided
correct points like: to promote co-operation of the member countries in
agriculture and to promote free trade within the region through reducing
tariffs. However, the candidate also included incorrect points such as: to
reduce some African countries to be independent and to fighting against the
deasease eg HIV/AIDS.
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Further analysis indicates that a few candidates (3.4%) scored 0.0 to 1.5
marks. Those who scored zero (0.6%) demonstrated lack of knowledge of
COMESA and had poor English Language proficiency. Some of the
candidates failed to understand the question, and so provided unrelated
objectives such as: to bring high employment to people, to simplify
availability of raw materials in country, to promote free movement among the
traders, to provide food and to protect the African dignity. Another candidate
responded incorrectly by writing: to maintain environment conservation, to
combit against HIV/AIDS, to store the food and to doing the different thing eg
trade. Not only that but also provided responses such as: cost sharing,
privatization, to overcome dependence from other countries and to create
integration among the people towards problem solving were given by some
of the candidates. Extract 4.2 is a sample of incorrect responses of candidates
in this category.

Extract 4.2: A sample of the incorrect responses to question 4.

2.1.5 Question 5: Tanzania in Global Politics
The question required the candidates to list eight organs of the African Union
(AU). A total of 2,096 (100%) candidates attempted this question. The
general performance of the candidates on this question was poor since only
15 (0.7%) scored 2.0 to 4.0 marks as shown in Figure 5.

Figure 5: Candidates’ performance on question 5.
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The analysis in figure 5 indicates that this was the most poorly performed
question in this examination since 99.3% of the candidates scored 0.0 to 1.5
marks. Majority of the candidates in this sort (79.8%) scored zero. Their poor
performance is attributed to lack of knowledge of the organs of the African
Union (AU). Some of the candidates failed to interpret the actual demand of
the question hence provided irrelevant responses. For example, one of the
candidates enlightens the countries which are members of AU such as:
Tanzania, Kenya, Uganda, Burundi, Rwanda, North America, South
America, Malawi and Mozambique. Another candidate wrote: UNICEF,
UNHCR, TANESCO, FAO, WHO, WB, IMF and EAC instead of the organs of
AU which include: The Assembly of the Union, the Executive Council, the
Pan-African Parliament, the Court of Justice, the specialist technical
committees, the economic social and cultural committees; the financial
institutions and the permanent representative committees.
Furthermore, there was also another candidate who wrote irrelevant
responses such as: the head of states governing body council, the council of
ministers of foreign affairs, the secretarial, the African development bank,
the peace and security committee and the committee of ministers of the
member states. Other incorrect responses provided by candidates were: to
ensure peace and security of the countries, to reduce dependence to the
developed countries, to create cooperation among the member of African
Union and to ensure the development of infrastructure. There were also
incorrect responses such as: security organs, human right organs, economic
organs, socially affair organ, political organ and parliament organ. Not only
that but also: constitution of the organization, members of the organization,
cabinet of the organization, presidents, prime presidents, minister, prime
minister and leaders were incorrect responses mentioned by some of the
candidates. Extract 5.1 exemplifies the responses of candidates in this sort.
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Extract 5.1: A sample of the incorrect responses to question 5.

In extract 5.1, the candidate listed regional communities and some other
irrelevant responses to the question instead of listing the organs of the
African Union (AU).
Further analysis of the responses shows that a few candidates (0.7%) scored
2.0 to 4.0 marks. Those who scored 2.0 to 2.5 marks (0.6%) had insufficient
knowledge of the African Union. They provided relevant responses with
inadequate points. A few candidates (0.1%) who scored 3.0 to 4.0 marks had
adequate knowledge about Tanzania in Global Politics especially on the
organs of the African Union. They pointed out the organs of the African
Union such as: The Specialised Technical Committee, the Executive Council,
the Pan-African Parliament, the Court of Justice, the Commission, the
Assembly of the Union, the Permanent Representatives’ Committee, the
Economic Social and Cultural Committee and the Financial Institutions.
Extract 5.2 is an example of the responses of candidates in this category.

Extract 5.2: A sample of the correct responses to question 5.

2.1.6 Question 6: Government and Politics
The question required the candidates to show four similarities between the
government and political parties. The question was attempted by 2,096
(100%) candidates. The general performance of candidates on this question
was average since 1,168 (55.7%) scored 2.0 to 4.0 marks as shown in Figure
6.
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Figure 6: Candidates’ performance on question 6.

The data in Figure 6 shows that 44.3% of the candidates scored 0.0 to 1.5
marks. Analysis of their responses also shows that 10.0% of the candidates
scored zero due to insufficient knowledge of the similarities existing between
the government and political parties. Some of the candidates had problems in
using the English Language that compelled them to provide only one correct
point while the remaining ones were irrelevant. For example, one of the
candidates gave the points such as: both help in directing what to do, both
lead to conduct nation, both are used to form the parliament and both help in
improving science and technology. Some other incorrect responses were:
both shapes the behaviour of people, both have the main leader, both they
need members, both increase the government revenue, both have power to
the citizens, both involve the parliament and both are facing challenges such
as: lack of enough fund. Other candidates had problems in interpreting the
question hence they provided differences instead of similarities as shown in
Extract 6.1.
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Extract 6.1: A sample of the incorrect responses to question 6.

In extract 6.1, the candidate provided the differences between government
and political parties instead of their similarities.
In contrast, 34.7% of the candidates scored 2.0 to 2.5 marks. Some of the
candidates had partial explanations and others failed to supply the required
number of points. For example, one of the candidates wrote: they both follow
the national constitution and they both tend to serve the interest of citizens
which were correct responses. However, the candidate included incorrect
responses such as: they are both supervised by human being and they are
both under the parliament.
Furthermore, 21.0% of the candidates scored 3.0 to 4.0 marks. Those who
scored full marks (0.9%) had adequate knowledge of government and
political parties and good English Language proficiency. Most of the
candidates in this category provided similarities such as: they both influence
political opinion, they both promote democracy, they both provide human
16

democratic virtue of tolerance, they both provide political socialization, they
both enable people to live in peace and harmony and both are guided by the
constitution. Extract 6.2 is a sample of responses of candidates in this
category.

Extract 6.2: A sample of the correct responses to question 6.

2.1.7 Question 7: Theories and Aspects of Development
The question required the candidates to briefly explain four relationships
between development and environment. The question was attempted by
2,096 (100%) candidates. The general performance of the candidates in this
question was average since 1,172 (55.9%) scored 2.0 to 4.0 marks as shown
in Figure 7.

Figure 7: Candidates’ performance on question 7.
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Figure 7 reveals that 44.1% of the candidates scored 0.0 to 1.5 marks. Those
who scored zero (25.5%) displayed poor understanding of the subject matter,
demonstrated failure to understand the question and had poor English
Language proficiency. For example, one of the candidates provided irrelevant
points such as: environmental degradation, over utilization of resources, over
population and shortage of land. Another candidate wrote: it depends on
presence of enough capital, it depends on presence of labour, both provide
good social services, and both provide employment to people. There was also
another candidate who wrote: development lead to environmental pollution,
both preserves the resource, both control overpopulation and both preserve
the soil degradation. Extract 7.1 is an example of the responses from a
candidate who lacked knowledge.

Extract 7.1: A sample of the incorrect responses to question 7.

Further analysis shows that 21.5% of the candidates scored 2.0 to 2.5 marks.
These candidates had limited knowledge of the topic hence presented both
relevant and irrelevant points. Some of the candidates failed to score higher
marks by providing less number of the required points. One of the candidates
for example, provided correct points such as: environment provides
construction materials and environment provides land for development.
However, the candidate included also incorrect points such as: development
and environment depend in each other such as labour and development and
environment depend in each other due to entrepreneurship.
Furthermore, 34.4% of the candidates scored 3.0 to 4.0 marks. Those who
scored full marks (8.8%) demonstrated good mastery of the topic about
Theories and Aspects of Development. Candidates in this category managed
to point out the correct relationships between development and environment
like: resources from the environment play different roles in different
economic sectors like agriculture, mining, tourism, etc., environment
18

provides construction materials, fuel woods, medicine, water and food and
environment provides resources for human development such as: land,
minerals, forests and water. Good English Language proficiency helped them
to express clearly the points. Extract 7.2 is a sample of the responses of the
candidates in this category.

Extract 7.2: A sample of the correct responses to question 7.

2.1.8 Question 8: Citizenship and Human Rights
This question had two parts, (a) the candidates were required to define the
term ‘citizenship’ and in part (b) the candidates were required to differentiate
between citizenship by registration and citizenship by birth as applied in
19

Tanzania. This question was attempted by 2,096 (100%) candidates. The
general performance of candidates on this question was average since 1,020
(48.7%) scored 2.0 to 4.0 marks as shown in Figure 8.

Figure 8: Candidates’ performance on question 8.

The analysis in Figure 8 shows that 51.3% of the candidates scored 0.0 to 1.5
marks. Those who scored zero (3.4%) lacked knowledge of the concept of
citizenship. Poor performance of candidates is associated with failure to
understand the question and not having enough knowledge relating to
citizenship. They were not able to explain correctly the terms while others
mixed up between citizenship by registration and citizenship by birth. One of
the candidates wrote Citizenship by registration as the kind of citizen
whereby all parents are born with a country of which a child born as applied
in Tanzania. Other responses given by one of the candidates were:
Citizenship it refers to the right of people to live well and be owned on the
nation which can own and live well and peace. Citizenship by registration is
the type of registration which given to a people by registration from outside
while citizenship by birth is the type of citizenship which is occurs by birth on
the nation to be the member and own of the nation. Another candidate
responded as follows: Citizenship is the combination of citizen of
registration, birth and citizen by efescent. Citizen by registration involves
people from different country while citizenship by birth involves people
within the country. Extract 8.1 is a sample of the responses of the candidates
in this cluster.
20

Extract 8.1: A sample of the incorrect responses to question 8.

On the other hand, 22.5% of the candidates scored 2.0 to 2.5 marks. They had
some good and poor responses in responding to this question. In part (a),
most of the candidates failed to define correctly the term Citizenship. For
example, one of the candidates defined citizenship as a process of identifying
a person who belongs to a particular country. In part (b), some of the
candidates managed to explain correctly either citizenship by registration or
citizenship by birth. One candidate, for example, wrote Citizenship by
registration is the right of a people to belong at a particular country after
being registered from the other country. This is an indicator that they had
limited knowledge either of subject matter or poor mastery of the English
Language.
Moreover, 26.2% of the candidates scored 3.0 to 4.0 marks. Those who
scored full marks (12.8%) had sufficient knowledge of the concept of
citizenship. Majority of the candidates in this category understood the
question and were competent in citizenship. In part (a), they defined
Citizenship as a legal membership of a person to a certain country. In part
(b), most of the candidates managed to differentiate between citizenship by
registration and citizenship by birth as applied in Tanzania as: Citizen by
registration is acquired through application to the Ministry of Home Affairs
and granted only to the immigrants or applicants from Commonwealth
countries and a female applicant who is married to a Tanzanian even if she
does not come from a Common wealth country. Whereas, Citizenship by
birth/natural citizenship is acquired when a person is born in the country
21

where her/his parents reside. Extract 8.2 is an example of the responses of
candidates in this category.

Extract 8.2: A sample of the correct responses to question 8.

2.1.9 Question 9: Citizenship and Human Rights
The question required the candidates to write four major efforts taken by
Tanzania to foster women’s rights. A total of 2,096 (100%) candidates
attempted this question. The general performance of the candidates on this
question was good since 2,074 (98.9%) scored 2.0 to 4.0 marks as shown in
Figure 9.

Figure 9: Candidates’ performance on question 9.
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The analysis of candidates’ responses in Figure 9 shows that 96.3% of the
candidates scored 3.0 to 4.0 marks. Those who scored full marks (77.0%)
managed to answer the question according to its requirements. The responses
provided by candidates in this category showed that they were competent in
human rights especially in the rights of women. Good English Language
proficiency also helped them present their points. They were able to write the
major efforts taken by Tanzania to foster women’s rights such as: promotion
of equal rights for both men and women in the work place, enactment of law
which ensures the right of women, formulation of health policy designed to
improve the health of women, establishment of the Act that criminalises
human trafficking including women and promotion of equal rights to
education. Their marks varied depending on the quality of their responses.
Extract 9.1 is an example of correct responses of candidates in this category.

Extract 9.1: A sample of the correct responses to question 9.

On the other hand, 2.6% of the candidates scored 2.0 to 2.5 marks. They
partially addressed the task of the question and they had limited knowledge
of the subject matter. Most of their responses were characterized by
replicated facts and some of them provided less number of the required
points.
Further analysis in Figure 9 indicates that a few candidates (1.1%) scored 0.0
to 1.5 marks. The candidates who scored zero (0.7%) lacked knowledge of
the rights of women. Moreover, the candidates in this category had several
limitations such as diverging from the task required in the question by writing
the efforts to empower women instead of writing efforts to foster women’s
rights in Tanzania. They also had poor English Language proficiency as they
23

lacked clarity and there were repetitions of points. Extract 9.2 exemplifies the
responses of the candidates in this group.

Extract 9.2: A sample of the incorrect responses to question 9.

2.1.10 Question 10: Culture and Philosophy
The question required the candidates to briefly explain four aspects of
relevance of philosophy to man’s life. The question was attempted by 2,096
(100%) candidates. The general performance of candidates on this question
was good since 1,795 (85.6%) scored 2.0 to 4.0 marks as shown in Figure
10.

Figure 10: Candidates’ performance on question 10.

The analysis in Figure 10 shows that 73.1% of the candidates scored 3.0 to
4.0 marks. Those who scored full marks (48.4%) understood the question
and had sufficient knowledge of relevance of philosophy to man. Most of
candidates in this group understood the question hence provided correct
responses such as: it helps to search for the truth, it helps to find
relatedness and interconnections in world experiences, it helps to explain
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human tendencies which govern events in lawful and predictable ways and
it helps person to respect the rights of others. However, the variation of
marks in this category was due to repetitions and failure to supply the
required number of points. Extract 10.1 exemplifies the responses of
candidates in this group.

Extract 10.1: A sample of the correct responses to question 10.

On the other hand, 12.5% of the candidates scored 2.0 to 2.5 marks. They
demonstrated limited and partial knowledge of the subject matter. They
provided both relevant and irrelevant responses. However, English Language
proficiency might have hindered some of them to state clearly the relevance
of philosophy to man’s life.
Further analysis indicates that 14.4% of the candidates scored 0.0 to 1.5
marks. Those who scored zero (7.3%) lacked knowledge of the relevance of
philosophy. The candidates in this sort had insufficient knowledge about the
relevance of philosophy to man’s life. Some candidates misinterpreted the
question and thus did not score any mark in this question. Examples of
incorrect responses from one of the candidates were: it boosts social service,
philosophy deal with environment and human life also lives in an
environment, it helps to know exist of man and philosophy is an assessment
tool for man’s life. Another candidate wrote: it helps people to escape from
poverty and ignorance, man is a one who need development in his or her life,
man is a one who need enjoyment or happy in his or her life and man is the
one who is not isolated but must interacts with other people through
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interaction man can decides. Other incorrect responses were: creates
conducive environment for people to learn, to know the true of man’s life,
Ujamaa and self-reliance which were influenced by the J. K. Nyerere in
Arusha declaration and his philosophy, to promote political affairs, science
and technology, primates stage, homo habils, homo eractus, homo sapiens
and it help to bring the picture how thing may often occur and advantage and
its advantaged. Extract 10.2 is a sample of responses of candidates in this
sort.

Extract 10.2: A sample of the incorrect responses to question 10.
In extract 10.2, the candidate provided various issues in the field of philosophy
which were not relevant descriptions about the relevance of philosophy to man’s
life.
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2.2

Section B: Essay Questions
This section comprised six (6) essay questions; out of which the candidates
were required to attempt any four (4) questions. Each question had 15 marks
making a total of 60 marks for the entire section.

2.2.1 Question 11: Culture and Philosophy
The question required the candidates to explain five different institutions that
perpetuate cultural discrimination in Tanzania. It was attempted by 170
(8.1%) candidates. Generally, the performance of candidates on this question
was good since 153 (90.0%) candidates scored 6.0 to 15.0 marks as shown in
Figure 11.

Figure 11: Candidates’ performance on question 11.

Figure 11 indicates that 47.6% of the candidates scored 10.5 to 15.0 marks.
Those who scored high marks (15.3%) were able to explain different
institutions that perpetuate cultural discrimination in Tanzania as a result of
the adequate knowledge they had on cultural discrimination in Tanzania.
They managed to give points like: the family, learning institutions, religious
institutions, workplaces and traditional institutions. They also demonstrated
understanding of the question and good essay writing skills. The disparity of
the marks in this category was due to differences in coherence of points,
explanation and the examples given. Extract 11.1 is an example of the
responses of candidates in this class.
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Extract 11.1: A sample of the correct responses to question 11.

Figure 11 also indicates that 42.4% of the candidates scored 6.0 to 10.0
marks. These candidates understood the question and provided some relevant
points. However, some errors were identified in their responses. Such errors
included: partial explanation of some points, lack of examples, irrelevant
introduction, conclusion and repetition of some points. Others also mixed
some irrelevant points in their explanations such as: women institution,
human rights institution, community institution, economic institution and
government.
On the other hand, 10.0% of the candidates scored 0.0 to 5.5 marks. Those
who scored zero (0.6%) misinterpreted the question. The candidates in this
category had partial knowledge of the institutions, inadequate explanations
with a few examples. Some candidates in this group dealt with cultural
practices that discriminate women instead of institutions that perpetuate
cultural discrimination in Tanzania. There were also others who mixed
relevant and irrelevant points in their responses. Extract 11.2 is an example of
the responses of the candidates in this category.
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Extract 11.2: A sample of the incorrect responses to question 11.

2.2.2 Question 12: Theories and Aspects of Development
The question required the candidates to examine five cultural practices that
lead to the spread of HIV/AIDS in Tanzania. It was attempted by 2,038
(97.2%) candidates. Generally, the performance of candidates on this
question was good since 2,030 (99.6%) scored 6.0 to 15.0 marks as shown in
Figure 12.
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Figure 12: Candidates’ performance on question 12.

Figure 12 reveals that 73.0% of the candidates scored 10.5 to 15.0 marks.
Those with high marks (8.7%) understood the question and demonstrated
well their understanding of the cultural practices that lead to the spread of
HIV/AIDS in Tanzania. They provided cultural practices such as: female
genital mutilation, inheriting widows, traditional dances accompanied by
alcohol drinking, polygamy and forced marriage. The variation of scores
among candidates was caused by the disparities in their ability to provide
adequate arguments, examples and in organizing their work. Extract 12.1
provides an example of the responses of candidates in this cluster.
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Extract 12.1: A sample of the correct responses to question 12.

Besides that, 26.6% of the candidates scored 6.0 to 10.0 marks. The
candidates provided inadequate explanations on the cultural practices that
lead to the spread of HIV/AIDS in Tanzania. Some mentioned correct points
but explained them wrongly. Some candidates, for example, mixed correct
and incorrect cultural practices such as raping and sexual intercourse.
Further analysis of candidates’ performance shows that a few candidates
(0.4%) scored 0.0 to 5.5 marks. Those who scored lower marks from 2.5 to
5.5 marks failed to provide a relevant introduction but managed to point out a
few cultural practices that lead to the spread of HIV/AIDS in Tanzania. Other
candidates mixed between ways of spreading HIV/AIDS and cultural
practices that lead to the spread of HIV/AIDS. They had also poor essay
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organization skills. Extract 12.2 exemplifies the responses of candidates in
this category.

Extract 12.2: A sample of the incorrect responses to question 12.
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2.2.3 Question 13: Tanzania in Global Politics
The question required the candidates to elaborate five achievements of the
United Nations (UN) since its formation. It was attempted by 1,160 (55.3%)
candidates. Generally, the performance of candidates on this question was
good since 1,146 (98.8%) scored 6.0 to 15.0 marks as shown in Figure 13.

Figure 13: Candidates’ performance on question 13.

Figure 13 indicates that 66.0% of the candidates scored 10.5 to 15.0 marks.
Those who scored high marks (10.3%) had correct interpretation of the
question and managed to elaborate the achievements of the United Nations
(UN) since its formation. Responses were such as: promotion of workers
welfare, dealing with illiteracy, promoting education, advice on seeds and
fertilizers, provision of financial service through World Bank (WB), assisting
political refugees and assisting countries in environmental issues. Variation
of the candidates’ scores was due to repetition of points, disparity in strengths
of arguments and comprehensiveness of the responses. A few obstacles such
as wrong examples and scanty explanations, for example, denied some
candidates to score higher marks. Extract 13.1 is an example of the responses
of candidates in this sort.
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Extract 13.1: A sample of the correct responses to question 13.

Moreover, 32.8% of the candidates scored 6.0 to 10.0 marks. These
candidates showed insufficient knowledge of the United Nations’
achievements and failed to argue competently. One candidate, for example,
provided a relevant introduction, provided correct points such as: to maintain
peace and security and provision of financial services but mixed them with
irrelevant points such as: maintenance value of their currency and remove of
trade barrier. Variations of their marks were caused by repetitions of some
points as well as strengths and weaknesses of their responses.
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A few candidates (1.2%) scored 0.0 to 5.5 marks. Those who scored 3.5 to
5.5 marks understood the question though they were not able to give a proper
introduction and conclusion. Some of them managed to provide a few points
with irrelevant explanations and grammatical errors in the English Language.
Other candidates in this cluster mixed correct and incorrect responses.
Extract 13.2 is an example of the responses of candidates in this cluster.
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Extract 13.2: A sample of the relatively incorrect responses to question 13.

2.2.4 Question 14: Government and Politics
The question required the candidates to explain five principles of democracy
using Tanzania as an example. The question was attempted by 1,961 (93.6%)
candidates. Generally, the performance of candidates in this question was
good since 1,888 (96.2%) scored 6.0 to 15.0 marks as shown in Figure 14.
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Figure 14: Candidates’ performance on question 14.

The analysis in Figure 14 reveals that 32.8% of the candidates scored 10.0 to
15.0 marks. Those with high scores (2.7%) had enough knowledge of the
principles of democracy. They were able to respond to the task of the
question by providing the required number of points with clear explanations
and supporting examples. Some of the points provided included; observation
of human rights, control of power abuse, rule of law, free and fair election,
good governance, presence of multiparty system and separation of power.
The variation of their scores, however, was caused by gaps in providing
adequate and relevant examples and in organizing their work. Extract 14.1 is
a sample of the responses of candidates in this category.
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Extract 14.1: A sample of the correct responses to question 14.

Furthermore, 63.5% of the candidates scored 6.0 to 10.0 marks. They
provided suitable arguments on the practice of principles of democracy with
some limitations. This indicates that they had partial knowledge of the
subject matter in question. Failure to provide detailed clarification on some
points, demonstrating repetitions of some points and incorporating examples
which were out of context were among their weaknesses. In addition to that,
some candidates mixed correct and incorrect points, and provided fewer
points contrary to the demand of the question. The marks varied because of
the mistakes they made.
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On the other hand, few candidates (3.7%) scored 0.0 to 5.5 marks. Those who
scored 1.5 to 5.5 marks failed to exhaust the points demanded by the
question. They had insufficient knowledge of principles of democracy thus
their responses were characterized by lack of clarity, poor proficiency of the
English Language and poor essay organization skills. Extract 14.2 is an
example of the responses of candidates in this category.
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Extract 14.2: A sample of the relatively incorrect response to question 14.

2.2.5 Question 15: Globalization
The question required the candidates to describe five driving forces for the
development of globalization. It was attempted by 1,500 (71.6%) candidates.
Generally, the performance of candidates in this question was good since
1,404 (93.6%) scored 6.0 to 15.0 marks as shown in Figure 15.

Figure 15: Candidates’ performance on question 15.

The analysis in Figure 15 depicts that 32.8% of the candidates scored 10.5 to
15.0 marks. Those who scored high marks (3.5%) had adequate knowledge of
the driving forces for the development of globalization. These candidates
46

were able to describe the driving forces for the development of globalization
like: advancement in science and technology, advancement in education,
lower transportation and communication cost, advancements in financial
sector, the process of industrialization in Low Developed Countries and
market and competitive drivers. Moreover, their essays were well organized
and were supported by concrete examples. Good proficiency of the English
Language and good essay organization skills were also the tools for their
good performance. However, repetitions and partial explanations of some
points were the reason for some candidates to not score all the marks allotted
to this question. Extract 15.1 exemplifies the responses of candidates in this
group.
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Extract 15.1: A sample of the correct responses to question 15.

The analysis also shows that 60.8% of the candidates scored 6.0 to 10.0
marks. These candidates managed to give some relevant points but failed to
explain them clearly. Moreover, some candidates failed to exhaust the
required number of points. Other candidates repeated some points and thus
could not exhaustively answer the required number of points. Among other
factors, irrelevant introduction and conclusion were the other reasons for the
variation of marks in this cluster.
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On the other hand, 6.4% of the candidates scored 0.0 to 5.5 marks. Some of
them failed to understand the question as they either outlined or split some of
the main points into several independent points. Other candidates provided
weak explanations on the relevant points, mixed correct and incorrect points
while some of them failed to supply the required number of points as
demanded by the question. Poor English Language proficiency and poor
essay organization skills were also reasons for their low scores. Extract 15.2
provides an example of the response of the candidate in this category.
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Extract 15.2: A sample of the incorrect responses to question 15.

In extract 15.2, the candidate described the negative impacts of globalization
instead of writing the driving forces for the development of globalization.
2.2.6 Question 16: Theories and Aspects of Development
The question required the candidates to write three advantages and two
disadvantages of privatization in Tanzania. It was attempted by 1,550
(74.0%) of the candidates. Generally, the performance of candidates on this
question was good since 1,505 (97.1%) scored 6.0 to 15.0 marks as shown in
Figure 16.
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Figure 16: Candidates’ performance on question 16.

Figure 16 shows that 61.0% of the candidates scored from 10.5 to 15.0
marks. Those who scored high marks (2.9%) demonstrated adequate
knowledge they had about privatization in Tanzania. They were able to
introduce correctly the concept privatization and to explain three advantages
and two disadvantages of privatization in Tanzania. One candidate, for
example, defined privatization as the situation whereby the ownership of
government properties are transferred to individuals (private sectors). Most
of the candidates in this category explained three advantages of privatization
in Tanzania which are: it has created employment opportunities, it has
improved competition, it has improved availability of social services and it
has provided clients with more choices. Moreover, the candidates indicated
two disadvantages of privatization in Tanzania such as: it has led to an
increase in unemployment rate among the indigenous people, it has led to the
fall in agricultural sector, and it has increased the rate of poverty. Extract
16.1 provides an example of the responses of candidates in this category.
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Extract 16.1: A sample of the correct responses to question 16.

Furthermore, 36.1% of the candidates scored 6.0 to 10.0 marks. They were
able to provide appropriate answers but their responses had several
weaknesses. Other candidates provided fewer points than the required
number and repeated some of the points. Moreover, most of these candidates
failed to provide relevant examples to validate their points and were
characterized by inability to comprehensively provide and justify facts.
However, English Language proficiency might have hindered them to
express themselves clearly.
On the other hand, a few candidates (2.9%) scored 0.0 to 5.5 marks. They
had partial explanations, less number of the required points, false examples in
some points and an irrelevant introduction and conclusion. They lacked focus
and had insufficient knowledge of the advantages and disadvantages of
privatization in Tanzania. Most of the responses in this cluster were
characterized by repetitions and poor English Language proficiency. Extract
16.2 is a sample of the responses of the candidates in this cluster.
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Extract 16.2: A sample of the incorrect responses to question 16.

In extract 16.2, the candidate wrote the advantages and disadvantages of
nationalization instead of writing about advantages and disadvantages of
privatization.
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3.0

ANALYSIS OF CANDIDATES’ PERFORMANCE PER TOPIC
All six (6) topics were tested in the Development Studies examination. These
topics were Theories and Aspects of Development, Tanzania in Global
Politics, Government and Politics, Citizenship and Human Rights, Culture
and Philosophy and Globalization.
The analysis of the candidates’ performance in DSEE 2021 shows that the
candidates had good performance in five (5) topics which are: Globalization
(93.6), Theories and Aspects of Development (87.5), Culture and Philosophy
(84.3), Government and Politics (76.0) and Citizenship and Human Rights
(73.8). The topic on Globalization had good performance for three
consecutive years i.e. 2019 (93.0%), 2020 (94.3%) and 2021 (93.6%). Good
performance on the topics was due to candidates’ sufficient knowledge of
most subtopics in all topics and clear understanding of the requirements of
the questions hence providing more relevant responses.
On the other hand, the topic on Tanzania in Global Politics had an average
performance of 61.1% in this year. This topic had lower performance
compared to other topics for three consecutive years i.e. 2019 (29.1%), 2020
(64.1%) and 2021 (61.1%). The main reason for this performance is
insufficiency of knowledge to candidates about the United Nations (UN), the
African Union (AU) and the Regional Communities. The candidate’s
performance on each topic is summarized in the appendix given at the end of
this report.
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4.0

CONCLUSION
The analysis of candidates' responses in the Development Studies subject
DSEE 2021 indicates that the general performance was good. It has been
noted that the candidates who performed well had adequate knowledge and
skills of various topics, understood the requirements of the questions and
comparatively they had good command of the English language.
It was further established that candidates with average performance had
partial knowledge of different topics, unclear explanations, poor grammar
and inappropriate use of vocabulary which affected the quality of the
candidates' responses.
On the other hand, the candidates with poor performance had inadequate or
lack of knowledge of different topics, failure to identify and understand the
questions as well as poor mastery of the English Language which negatively
affected the candidates’ responses in terms of clarity.
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5.0

RECOMMENDATIONS
In order to improve the performance of the prospective candidates in this
subject, it is recommended as follows:
(a)

Tutors should guide student teachers on how to approach examination
questions by giving the student teachers frequent exercises, tests,
examinations, quizzes and project work as well as the provision of
immediate feedback for effective assessment. This is recommended
because some candidates failed or performed poorly on some questions
because of their failure to understand the questions raised.

(b)

Various teaching and learning strategies stipulated in the syllabus such
as inviting guest speakers should be used by tutors so as to cement
students’ knowledge. The emphasis should be put on the topic on
Tanzania in Global Politics which had lower performance compared to
other topics. That suggests that students had poor understanding of the
topic. Where possible, people with expertise in international relations
could be invited.

(c)

Colleges have to promote various programmes like debate that can help
student teachers to improve proficiency in the English Language. Also,
to insist tutors and student teachers to use English Language as a means
of communication during the teaching and learning process as well as
other activities outside their classroom. This is proposed because some
candidates failed to express themselves in English as they attempted
various questions. This suggests that English proficiency is low to some
students and therefore some measures need to be taken if the
proficiency is to improve.
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Appendix
SUMMARY OF THE CANDIDATES’ PERFORMANCE IN
DEVELOPMENT STUDIES SUBJECT
S/N.

Question
Number

Topic

1.

Globalization

2.

Theories and Aspects
of Development

3.

Culture
Philosophy

and

4.

Government
Politics

and

5.

Citizenship
Human Rights

and

6.

Tanzania in Global
Politics

15
2
7
12
16
1
10
11
6
14
8
9
3
4
5
13

Performance
Average
in Each
Performance
Question
Per Topic
(%)
(%)
93.6
97.3
55.9
99.6
97.1
77.4
85.6
90.0
55.7
96.2
48.7
98.9
48.4
96.6
0.7
98.8
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Remarks

93.6

Good

87.5

Good

84.3

Good

76.0

Good

73.8

Good

61.1

Average

