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FOREWORD 

 

This report presents the Students‟ Items Response Analysis (SIRA) on the 

Form Two English Language National Assessment which was conducted in 

November 2021. The aim of this report is to give feedback to all education 

stakeholders on the factors that contributed to the students‟ performance in 

English Language. 

  

The Form Two National Assessment (FTNA) is a formative evaluation which 

intends to monitor students‟ learning in order to provide feedback that can be 

used by teachers and students to improve teaching and learning, respectively. 

The analysis done in this report shows clearly the factors which justify the 

students‟ performance in the English Language subject. The students who 

attained high scores had adequate knowledge of tenses and grammatical rules, 

sufficient basic vocabulary for use in different contexts, ability to interpret 

simple stories and poems as well as ability to interpret and combine concepts 

in a comprehension passage. However, the students who scored low marks 

faced difficulties in responding to questions. Such difficulties involved failure 

to interpret the questions and insufficient knowledge about the tested concepts.  

 

This report will help students to identify their strengths and weaknesses they 

need to work on in the course of learning before sitting for the Certificate of 

Secondary Education Examination (CSEE). It will help teachers to identify the 

challenging areas and take appropriate measures during teaching and learning.  

 

The National Examinations Council of Tanzania (NECTA) expects that the 

feedback provided in this report will shed light on the challenges for the 

education stakeholders to take proper measures to improve the teaching and 

learning of the English Language subject. Ultimately, the students will acquire 

knowledge, skills and competences as stipulated in the syllabus for better 

performance in the future assessments and examinations.  

 

The Council appreciates the contribution of all those who prepared this report. 

 

 
Dr Charles E. Msonde 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

This report analyses students‟ performance in the English Language subject 

for the Form Two National Assessment (FTNA), which was conducted in 

November 2021. The English Language subject assessment was set in 

accordance with the English Language subject syllabus of 2010 and the 

English Language format of 2017. 

 

The assessment tested the students‟ competences in Comprehension and 

Summary, Language Use, Patterns and Vocabulary and Reading 

Programme. The paper consisted of four sections: A, B, C and D, with a 

total of 10 compulsory questions. Section A was on Comprehension and 

Summary. It consisted of questions 1 and 2. Question 1 carried 15 marks 

and question 2 carried 5 marks, making a total of 20 marks. Section B was 

on Language Use and consisted of questions 3, 4 and 5. Questions 3 and 4 

carried 5 marks each, while Question 5 carried 10 marks, making a total of 

20 marks. Section C was on Patterns and Vocabulary and consisted of 

Questions 6, 7 and 8 which carried 5, 15 and 20 marks, respectively. The 

section carried a total of 40 marks. Section D was on Reading Programme 

and carried 20 marks.  It consisted of questions 9 and 10, carrying 10 marks 

each.  

 

The analysis of students‟ performance on each question is presented by 

indicating the task of each question, the performance of the students and 

explanations on students‟ responses. In addition, samples of the responses 

are included to support the explanations on students‟ responses. This 

analysis is based on three categories of performance. The performance 

ranging from 65 to 100 per cent is categorized as good and indicated by 

green colour; from 30 to 64 per cent is average and indicated by yellow 

colour; and from 0 to 29 per cent is weak and indicated by red colour. The 

students‟ performance on each topic is summarized in Appendices A and B. 

 

A total of 602,624 students sat for English Language FTNA 2021. Among 

them 520,480 (86.49%) passed. This performance is higher by 5.68% when 

compared to the performance in FTNA 2020, where 485,656 (80.81%) 

passed with different grades as shown in Table 1. 
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Table 1: Students’ Pass Grades in FTNA 2020 and 2021 by Gender 

Year 
Gender Sat Total 

passed 

Grades 

A B C D F 

2020 M 277,615 230,230 37,658 23,079 80,120 89,373 47,166 

F 323,797 255,426 32,879 18,962 81.549 122,036 68,138 

Total 601,412 485,656 70,537 42,041 161,669 211,409 115,304 

2021 M 276,040 241,308 38,174 27,761 93,918 81,455 34,313 

F 326,584 279,172 34,026 23,885 104,691 116,570 46,989 

Total 602,624 520,480 72,200 51,646 198,609 198,025 81,302 

 

Table 1 shows that the number of females who passed in both FTNA 2020 

and FTNA 2021 outweighs that of males. However, most females passed 

with grades C and D.  

 

2.0 ANALYSIS OF THE STUDENTS’ PERFORMANCE PER 

QUESTION 

2.1 Section A: Comprehension and Summary 

This section consisted of two (2) questions: 1and 2. Question 1 consisted of 

part (a) which weighed 10 marks and part (b) which weighed 5 marks. 

Question 2 weighed 5 marks, making a total of 20 marks. 

2.1.1 Question 1: Comprehension with Short Answer and True/False 

Question 

Question 1(a) required the students to read the passage given and attempt 

questions based on the passage. The question aimed at testing the students‟ 

reading and comprehension skills. Question 1(b), basing on the passage, 

demanded the students to write True for the correct statement and False for 

an incorrect statement. The question was set to test the students‟ 

understanding and knowledge about a particular concept. 

The given passage was  

Our mother used to tell us different stories during evening time, 

especially after the dinner time. She was a good narrator; she used 

to narrate many stories.  
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I remember one thing mother taught us, the time she would be 

narrating the stories. She put emphasis on giving to the poor.  

She used to say, “Giving to the poor can make up for sin, just as 

water can put out the blazing fire. Anyone who is responding to 

others with acts of kindness is thinking of the future, because he will 

find help if he ever falls on hard times.” She would say, my son, 

don‟t prevent the poor from making a living or keeping them waiting 

in their needs. Never give a hungry person a reason to feel isolated. 

Don‟t add trouble to someone who is already in trouble. If he is in 

need don‟t put off giving to him, don‟t refuse to help the beggar who 

is in distress. Don‟t turn your back on a poor person or give him 

any reason to curse you. Make yourself popular in the community. 

Bow your head to the men of authority. Listen to what the poor have 

to say and answer them politely. Protect the poor people from those 

who want to hurt them and be firm in your judgements. Be like a 

father to orphans who provide for them with help since their parents 

can no longer provide for them. Then you will feel proud of helping 

people who are in need of help. 

For the people you help will never forget what you do for them even 

when you are not around. Everyone will take you as a friend 

because you are always there when they need you. Then you will 

live the proverb "A friend in need is a friend indeed" which justifies 

your true colours.  

After the story I thought of starting doing good things to the people 

who need our help. I knew that some people need bread while others 

throw it away, other people need water while others have their tanks 

full of water in their houses but they don't get a chance to help those 

who are missing, because they either don't meet each other or they 

don't know anything about poor people. It is my wish to be an 

example in my community.  

The questions from the passage in part (a) were as follows: 

(i) Why was the mother narrating stories to her son?  

(ii) What does the expression “Giving to the poor can make up for sin, 

just as water can put out blazing fire” mean? 

(iii)  According to the passage, what should you do when someone is in 

trouble?  
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(iv) What does the expression “Bow your head to the men of authority” 

mean? 

(v) Briefly, explain one reason for the presence of the poor people in 

society. 

The True/ False statements in part (b) were as follows: 

(i) A narrator usually narrated the stories in the evening ……………… 

(ii) Helping the poor people with an opportunity to work will make them 

independent……………… 

(iii) Anyone that responds to others with acts of kindness does not think of 

the future……………… 

(iv)  "A friend in need is a friend in deed" means that, friends should be 

around for each other only in happy occasions………………… 

(v)  People should respect each other for who they are and not what they 

have………………… 

This question was attempted by 602,624 (100%) students. Among them 

35,494 (5.89%) scored from 10 to 15 marks, which is good performance; 

334,703 (55.55%) scored from 4.5 to 9.5, which is average performance; 

and 232,334 (38.56%) scored from 0 to 4 marks, which is weak 

performance. Their general performance on this question was average 

because 61.44 per cent of the students scored from 4.5 to 15 marks. The 

students‟ performance on this question is summarized in Figure 1. 

  

Figure 1: Students‟ Performance on Question 1 
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The students with good performance on this question scored from 10 to 15 

marks. This variation was determined by the strength of their points and 

clarity of their explanations. Those who scored 15 marks read and obtained 

correct meaning from the given passage. Hence, they correctly answered the 

questions in part (a). In item (i), the students who answered this item 

correctly gave the reason why the mother was narrating stories to her son. 

The students correctly used information from the given passage because 

they understood what the question demanded. 

In item (ii) the students who answered the question correctly had sufficient 

knowledge of interpreting expressions. The question demanded the meaning 

of the expression Giving to the poor can make up for sin, just as water can 

put out blazing fire. Since the students knew how to interpret expressions, 

they scored high marks in this question. 

Item (iii) required them to show how a person could help somebody who 

was in trouble by taking reasons from the passage. Therefore, students who 

answered this item correctly had good comprehension skills which enabled 

them to give the exact ways of helping a person in trouble, as they were 

written in the third paragraph.  

In item (iv), the students who answered the question correctly had adequate 

knowledge of interpreting expressions. The question asked them to give the 

meaning of the expression Bow your head to the men of authority. The 

students who interpreted the expression correctly scored high marks on this 

question. 

Furthermore, in item (v), the students who answered correctly gave reasons 

for the presence of poor people in the society. They could relate ideas from 

the passage to society‟s real life situations. 

However, 55.55 per cent of the students scored from 5 to 9 marks because 

they had partial comprehension skills. Hence, they got only some of the 

items correctly. They mixed the correct answers with the incorrect ones. 

In contrast those who scored 0 failed to answer the question correctly. 

These had poor mastery of the English language, and they lacked reading 

and comprehension skills. Some of them did not answer the question at all. 

Some of them copied the sentence as it was written on the question as their 

answer. Yet others did not understand the demand of the question. 

Therefore, they filled the gaps with incorrect information. 
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Item (i) required the students to give reasons as to why the mother was 

narrating stories to her son. Most of them failed to figure out the relative 

pronoun „why‟. Hence they answered by giving the time at which the 

mother was narrating stories. A student responded, During evening time 

especially after the dinner time. Other students responded by giving 

irrelevant information. One of them answered; make yourself popular in the 

community. The student just copied the phrase from the passage as his/her 

answer. Another student responded, read of the gentromen. This 

information was not written anywhere in the passage. Analysis also shows 

that some students did not answer this part of the question. These responses 

suggest that students failed to comprehend the question. 

In item (iii), some students failed to express the meaning of the expression 

asked because they had inadequate knowledge of interpreting expressions. 

Some of the students copied unrelated responses from the passage. For 

example, one student wrote anyone who is responding to others with acts of 

kindness is thinking of the future. This expression was just next to the 

quoted expression in the given text. Some students failed to understand the 

theme of the story. Hence, they failed to understand the meaning of the 

expression given. 

 Item (iii) required the students to show the action to be taken to help 

somebody who was in trouble. The question was set to test the students‟ 

reading and understanding (comprehending) skills. Those who failed to 

address this question had not understood the demand of the question in this 

part due to their low proficiency in English. Most of them used improper 

grammar and vocabulary. Some of them responded by copying some lines 

from the passage or the same question as their answers. For example, a 

student wrote, according the passage what should you do when something 

in trouble. This shows that the student did not know the correct answer.  

Item (iv) tested the students‟ knowledge of interpreting expressions and 

giving a clear meaning from the passage. The students had insufficient 

knowledge of interpreting phrases. Thus, they just copied lines from the 

passage. For example, one student responded, the poor have to say and 

answer them politely. 

Item (v) required the students to give a reason for the presence of poor 

people in the society. Those who scored low marks failed to analyze their 

society to see if there exist poor people and why there are such people. 



7 

 

They could not analyze the qualities of poor people as explained in the 

passage because they exhibit poor comprehension skills. Some of them 

copied irrelevant information from the passage. For example, one of the 

students answered, those who want to hurt them and be firm in your 

judgement. This shows that the students had insufficient English. Extract 

1.1 illustrates an incorrect response to the Question. 

 

           Extract 1.1: A sample of incorrect responses to Question 1 (a) 

 

Part (b) required the students to write True for the statement which was 

correct and False for the statement which was not correct. The question 

tested their understanding and knowledge of particular concepts and issues 

through reading, understanding and remembering the concepts given.  

 

Analysis shows that some students read the passage and correctly answered 

all items in the question. Those students were able to identify some word 

signals or language clues which helped them to judge whether the given 

statements were correct or incorrect. Hence, they identified all the correct 

and incorrect statements based on the information contained in the passage.  

 

In item (i) the students wrote True because they read, understood and 

remembered what they had read in the passage; it was the first thing 

mentioned.  
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In item (ii) the students wrote   True because they comprehended the 

passage and remembered that the statement was one of the things that 

should be done to help the poor.  

In item (iii), the students wrote False because they understood that „does 

not‟ negates the meaning of the whole statement.  

In item (iv), students wrote False to reject that friends should be around for 

each other only in happy occasions. They understood that the word only 

made the statement incorrect.  

In item (v) the students wrote True because they knew the meaning of the 

statement and they correctly interpreted it. Extract 1.2 illustrates a correct 

response to the Question. 

 

  Extract 1.2: A sample of the correct responses to question 1(b). 

The student correctly read, comprehended and interpreted the information 

expressed. 

In contrast, some students failed to understand the language. Hence they did 

not comprehend the passage, failing to write correct answers. These 

students could not utilize the information given in the passage, and they 

lacked the knowledge of relating the terms stated in the statement with 

those used in the passage.  

 

In item (i), for example, they wrote False because they lacked adequate 

command of the English language. The passage had clearly stated that the 



9 

 

narrator usually narrated the stories in the evening; the statement in the 

question was taken from the first paragraph of the passage.  

 

In item (ii), they wrote False because they could not comprehend the 

passage as things that were to be done to help the poor were clearly stated 

in the passage.  

 

Moreover, some of the students wrote True in item (iii) because they 

overlooked the statement and could not see that „does not‟ negates the 

statement. 

 

In item (iv) the students wrote True because they were not aware that the 

word only means „merely or just that‟. These students failed to understand 

that the word only changes the whole meaning of the statement.  

 

In item (v), they wrote False because they failed to comprehend the 

meaning of the statement. Extract 1.3 illustrates incorrect response to the 

Question. 

 

 
Extract 1.3: A sample of the incorrect responses to Question 1(b) 

The student failed to read, comprehend and correctly interpret the 

information from the passage. 

 

2.1.2 Question 2: Daily Routine 

The students were required to read Juma‟s daily timetable and complete the 

passage given. The question tested their ability to understand and apply the 
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knowledge of daily routine. The students were required to arrange Juma‟s 

daily timetable.  

 

The following was Juma‟s timetable: 

Time Activity 

6.00-6.30 Wake up, preparation, breakfast 

6.30-7.00 On foot to school 

7.00-7.30 Sweeping, dust off on tables etc. 

7.30-8.00 Parade, announcements, inspection 

8.00-10.30 In classroom 

 

The following was the passage given to be filled: 

Juma (i)…………….at (ii)………………and prepares himself before going to 

school. His journey to school starts at (iii)………………and it takes him 

about half an hour. At (iv) ………………he joins other pupils for cleanliness 

in and outside the classrooms. He and other pupils assemble for parade, 

(v)……………….and inspection takes place from half past seven to eight 

o‟clock. He then goes to his classroom for morning session. 

A total of 601,691 (100%) students attempted the question. Out of whom 

50,448 (8.38%) scored from 4 to 5 marks, which is good performance. 

64,775 (10.77%) scored from 2 to 3 marks, which is average performance; 

and 486,468 (80.85%) scored from 0 to 1 mark, which is weak 

performance. Among those with weak performance, 353,528 (58.76%) 

scored 0. Their general performance on this question was weak since 

115,223 (19.08%) scored from 2 to 5 marks. Their overall performance on 

the question is summarized in Figure 2. 
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         Figure 2: Students‟ Performance on Question 2 

Analysis shows that 50,448 (8.38%) students scored 4 to 5 marks. These 

managed to read and understand Juma‟s routine as shown in the timetable. 

They also demonstrated adequate competence in telling the given time. 

Hence, correctly applied the knowledge and information read from the 

timetable. For example, in item (i), some students changed the verb wake 

into wakes to express a routine activity done by Juma.  

In item (ii), the students correctly associated the activity of waking up with 

the exact time that Juma woke up as given in the timetable. The students 

also applied the knowledge of preposition of time where they used at to 

suggest the time that Juma woke up.  

Furthermore, in item (iii) the students correctly related the events and 

applied the knowledge and skills in using prepositions. This ability enabled 

them to know that the preposition at suggests time and answered the 

question correctly.  

Additionally, in item (iv), the students related the activities that Juma did 

and applied the knowledge of prepositions of time.  

In item (v), the students figured out the logical flow of events. Thus, they 

correctly identified the announcement activity that followed after the 

students had assembled for parade. Extract 2.1 illustrates incorrect response 

to the Question. 
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Extract 2.1: A sample of the correct responses to Question 2.  

The student read, comprehended and correctly interpreted the information 

from the passage. 

 

In contrast, 64,775 (10.77%) students with average performance on this 

question scored from 2 to 3 marks. These students provided correct answers 

to some items in the question. Other students provided incorrect answers 

because they failed to interpret important information from the box 

provided, and some of them had inadequate skills in using prepositions and 

expressing routine habits. 

 

Further analysis shows that 486,468 (80.85%) students scored from 0 to 1 

mark. These did not understand Juma‟s daily routine as they failed to relate 

time and events. Some of them could not manipulate language properly 

since they had inadequate knowledge of how to express routine habits and 

use prepositions. They also failed to identify the logical flow of events. For 

example, one of the students wrote, Juma wake up, instead of Juma wakes 

up. Another student copied all the information in the timetable which was 

inappropriate. Consider Extract 2.2  
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Extract 2.2: A sample of incorrect responses to Question 2. 

The student had insufficient knowledge of expressing daily routine and 

failed to use language properly. 

 

2.2 Section B: Language Use 

This section consisted of three (3) compulsory questions. Question 3 was 

about vocabulary knowledge of the wedding setting; it weighed five (5) 

marks. Question 4 required the students to re-arrange jumbled sentences in 

chronological order; it also weighed five (5) marks. Question 5 was on 

writing a birthday invitation card; it weighed ten (10) marks. Thus, the 

whole section carried 20 marks. 

2.2.1 Question 3: Matching items 

This question required the students to match each expression in List A with 

the appropriate word in List B, by writing the letter of the correct word 

beside the item number. This question tested the students‟ vocabulary 

knowledge of marriage. 

The question was as follows 

Match the expressions about Wedding in List A with their meaning in List B 

by writing the letter of the correct answer below the corresponding item 

number in the table provided. Item (vi) has been used as an example. 
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List A List B 

(i)  A man on his wedding day. 

(ii)  A person or company that provides 

food and drinks at   wedding. 

(iii)  A woman on her wedding day. 

(iv)  A formal social occasion to celebrate 

a wedding ceremony. 

(v) A gown that a woman wears at her 

wedding. 

(vi) A woman who is engaged to be 

married to a man. 

A. Bride 

B. Dress 

rehearsal 

C. Bridegroom 

D. Reception 

E. Wedding dress 

F. Fiancée 

G. caterer 

 

A total of 602,092 students (100%) attempted this question. Among them 

76,187 (12.65%) scored from 4 to 5 marks, which is good performance; 

200,676 (33.33%) scored from 2 to 3 marks, which is average performance; 

and 325,225 (54.02%) scored from 0 to 1 mark, which is weak 

performance. Among those with weak performance, 151,318 (25.13%) 

scored 0. The general performance of all the students on this question was 

average since 276,863 (45.98%) scored from 2 to 5 marks. The overall 

students‟ performance on the question is summarized in Figure 3. 

 

          Figure 3:  Students‟ Performance on Question 3 

Analysis shows that 76,187 (12.65%) students performed well on this 

question, with scores ranging from 4 to 5 marks. These students correctly 

matched the expressions in List A with their corresponding meanings in 

List B. For example, they matched item (i), a man on his wedding day, with 

C, bridegroom. In item (ii), a person or company that provides food and 
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drinks at a wedding, was matched with G, caterer. In item (iii), the students 

correctly matched a woman on her wedding day with A, bride. 

 

Furthermore, in item (iv), the students correctly matched a formal social 

occasion to celebrate a wedding ceremony with D, reception. In item (v), 

the students matched a gown that a woman wears at her wedding with E, 

wedding dress.  

 

The students demonstrated their knowledge and skills in using appropriate 

vocabulary related to marriage. They correctly distinguished a bride from a 

bridegroom, as opposite words. They also differentiated a dress rehearsal 

from a wedding dress as well as other vocabularies as related to wedding. 

Consider Extract 3.1  

 

 

 

 

Extract 3.1: A sample of the correct responses to Question 3. 

The student had sufficient knowledge of wedding terminologies. 

 

However, 151,318 (25.13%) students who scored 0 on this question failed 

to match the expressions with their relevant words. They were not 

conversant with the vocabulary related to wedding. Therefore, they guessed 

most of their responses. Their responses displayed their incompetence in the 

subject matter. For example, those who matched (i), a man on his wedding 

day, with D, reception did not know that the word reception means an 

occasion and not a person. 

Other students wrongly matched item (ii) a person or company that 

provides food and drinks at a wedding with C bridegroom. This showed that 

they lacked knowledge of the correct word for such a person or company. 

Extract 3.2 illustrates incorrect responses to Question 3. 

 
Extract 3.2: A sample of incorrect responses to Question 3. 

The student had insufficient knowledge of vocabulary related to wedding. 
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2.2.2 Question 4: Re-arranging Jumbled Sentences 

This question tested the students‟ ability to arrange events according to their 

order of occurrence to make a meaningful paragraph. The question required 

them to identify and use appropriately the cohesive devices in re-arranging 

the given jumbled sentences about a boy who was playing. 

The jumbled sentences were as follows: 

(a) Then, she came out of the house shouting at the naughty boy. 

(b)  A little boy was playing with his ball in the street. 

(c) The boy was so frightened that he ran away. 

(d) The woman was shocked by the sound of the broken window. 

(e) He kicked it hard and broke the window of Mrs. Mawazo‟s house. 

(f) A few minutes later, he came back to the house to apologize. 

 

This question was attempted by 602,211 (100%) students. Among them, 

141,033 (23.42%) scored from 4 to 5 marks, which is good performance; 

Moreover, 162,509 (26.98%) scored from 2 to 3 marks, which is average 

performance; and 298,669 (49.60%) scored from 0 to 1 mark, which is 

weak performance. Of those with weak performance, 135,190 (22.45%) 

scored 0. The general performance on this question was average since 

303,542 (50.40%) students scored from 2 to 5 marks. The overall 

performance on the question is summarized in Figure 4. 

 

          Figure 4: Students‟ Performance on Question 4 

141,033 (23.42%) students who scored from 4 to 5 marks demonstrated 

their competency in using transitional clues appropriately. They rearranged 
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the five jumbled sentences in a logical order. These students managed to 

associate the sentences and identify item B as the first sentence because it 

started by identifying the person who was playing the game.  

Item E was identified as the second sentence because it explained more 

about the activity that the boy was doing.  

Moreover, students identified item D as the third sentence because it 

mentioned the woman who was referred to as Mrs Mawazo in item E.  

Item A was identified as the fourth because it started with a cohesive word 

“Then”, which shows a sequence of activities done by the woman in     item 

D.  

Item C was identified as the fifth because it explained more about what the 

boy mentioned in item A had done. Consider Extract 4.1.  

 
       Extract 4.1: A sample of the correct responses to Question 4. 

The student had the knowledge of rearranging jumbled sentences. 

In contrast, the students who managed to rearrange correctly 2 or 3 items 

out of 5 had partial knowledge of transitional markers. Accordingly, they 

rearranged only some of the sentences. For example, one of the students 

correctly rearranged only the first, second and third sentences, thus creating 

an illogical sequence of such sentences.  

Further analysis shows that the students with poor performance on this 

question scored from 0 to 1 mark. Those who scored 1 mark arranged only 

one of the given five sentences according to the order of sequence. 

Conversely, those who scored 0 failed to re-arrange any of the five 

sentences. These students had inadequate skills in using transitional 

markers and observing the central idea to arrange sentences from the first to 

the last one for a meaningful paragraph. As a result, they guessed the 

answers; for example, one student identified item C the boy was so 

frightened that he ran away as the first sentence without knowing that the 

reason for the boy to be frightened was supposed to be mentioned before. 

Consider Extract 4.2  
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Extract 4.2: A sample of the incorrect responses to Question 4. 

The student had inadequate knowledge of rearranging jumbled 

sentences. 

 

2.2.3 Question 5: Writing an Invitation Card 

This question gave the students guidelines and required them to use the 

guidelines to write an invitation card to a friend for a birthday party. The 

question tested the students‟ ability to write formal invitation cards.  

The guidelines were as follows: 

(a) Family name: Mr. and Mrs.Biziku. 

(b) Purpose of invitation: Birthday party of their daughter, Anjilili. 

(c) Place: Dar es Salaam, Serena Hotel. 

(d) Date:20
th

 November,2021, Time:6. 00p.m-9.00p.m. 

(e) Contact: (only for those who will not attend) Mrs.Biziku Fulumo, 

Mob,0797 090 7789 

 

This question was attempted by 597,174 (99.09%) students. Of whom, 

126,806 (21.23%) scored from 7 to 10 marks, which is good performance; 

221,770 (37.14%) scored from 3 to 6 marks which is average performance; 

and 248,598 (41.63%) scored from 0 to 2 marks, which is weak 

performance. Among those with weak performance, 150,731 (24.24%) 

scored 0. The overall performance of the students is average since 348,576 

(58.37%) scored from 3 to 10 marks on this question. Figure 5 illustrates 

the general performance on this question.        
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             Figure 5: Students‟ Performance on Question 5 

Analysis shows that the students with good performance on this question 

scored from 7 to 10 marks, depending on the clarity of their responses. 

Those who scored all 10 marks wrote a formal invitation card using the five 

guidelines given. They also demonstrated a good command of English. 

They elaborated and organized the points using grammatically correct 

sentences. Extract 5.1 is worth considering.  

          Extract 5.2: A sample of the correct responses to Question 5. 

                        The student knows the proper format of writing a birthday invitation card. 

Moreover, students who scored from 3 to 6 marks, which is an average 

performance, managed to write only some parts of a formal invitation card; 

they somewhat failed to connect the ideas because of their partial 

knowledge of the English language and inadequate skills in manipulating 

the guidelines given. 
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In contrast, those whose scores ranged from 0 to 2 marks, which is 

categorized as weak performance, failed to write a formal invitation card as 

required. They had insufficient knowledge of writing a formal invitation 

card. Hence, they failed to use the guidelines. Many of them also failed to 

elaborate the points due to their poor mastery of English. 

Further, the students who scored zero failed to write a formal invitation card 

using the right format. Some of them tried to write a friendly letter, others 

used some Kiswahili words and others copied the guidelines as their 

answers. These students demonstrated poor mastery of English. Thus they 

failed to know the demand of the question. Extract 5.2 is one of such 

responses. 

 
  Extract 5.2: A sample of the incorrect responses to Question 5. 

  The student had inadequate knowledge of writing a formal invitation 

card. 

 

2.3 Section C: Patterns and Vocabulary 

This section consisted of three questions: 6, 7 and 8. Question 6 carried 5 

marks. Question 7 consisted of part (a), which carried 5 marks, and part (b) 

which carried 10 marks, making a total of 15 marks. Question 8 had parts 

(a) and (b) which carried 10 marks each, making a total of 20 marks. The 

whole section had a total of 40 marks. 
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2.3.1 Question 6: Dictionary Use 

This question required the students to study each of the given pairs of words 

and write a word that comes first in the dictionary. The question tested their 

ability to remember and apply the knowledge of using a dictionary. 

The pairs of words were: 

(a) Mother/Matter…………………………………………………. 

(b) Elephant/Element………………………………………………. 

(c) Balance/Ballard…………………………………………………. 

(d) Pass/Purse………………………………………………………. 

(e) Come/calm………………………………………………………. 

 

This question was attempted by 594,289 (98.61%) students. Of whom, 

323,563 (54.45%) scored from 4 to 5 marks, which is good performance, 

110,376 (18.57%) scored from 2 to 3 marks, which is average performance; 

and 160,350 (26.98%) scored from 0 to 1 mark which is weak performance. 

Among the students with weak performance, 136,568 (22.98%) scored 0. 

The general performance of the students on this question was good since 

433,939 (73.02%) students scored from 2 to 5 marks. The students‟ overall 

performance on the question is summarized in Figure 6. 

 

  Figure 6: Students‟ Performance on Question 6 
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Analysis shows that 323,563 (54.45%) students scored from 4 to 5 marks 

due to their ability to identify a word that comes first in a dictionary. Most 

of them demonstrated competency in arranging letters in alphabetical order 

per word spelling. Hence identified which word came first in the dictionary. 

110,376 (18.57%) students who scored 2 to 3 marks demonstrated some 

knowledge of dictionary use; they correctly answered two or three items out 

of the given five. Consider Extract 6.1 

 

 

Extract 6.1: A sample of the correct responses to Question 6. 

The student had an adequate knowledge and skills in using a dictionary. 

 

Conversely, 136,568 (26.98%) students who scored from 0 to 1 mark failed 

to apply the knowledge and skills in using a dictionary. Most of these 

students had poor command of English, and they lacked the ability to 

analyse letters that form different words. Instead of choosing which word 

comes first between element/elephant, for example, some of them wrote 

eliminate. Instead of choosing a word between mother/matter, others wrote 

match. Yet others switched the positions of the pairs of words and used 

them as answers to another pair. For example, in item (a), the students 

wrote Balance/Ballard which was the question in item C. Others just 

translated the words into Kiswahili. For example, elephant is tembo, mother 

is Mama. Some students did not understand the demand of the question. For 

instance, instead of identifying which word comes first in the dictionary 

between mother/matter, they mentioned the types of dictionary like 

monolingual dictionary. Extract 6.2 is illustrative. 
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           Extract 6.2: A sample of the incorrect responses to Question 6. 

            The student lacked knowledge and skills in using a dictionary. 

 

2.3.2 Question 7: Filling in the Blanks with the Correct word from the Box 

and Re-Write the Sentences According to the Instructions 

The question had two parts; (a) and (b). Question 7 (a) gave the students 

words in the box and required to use the words to complete sentences. The 

question tested the students‟ knowledge of giving direction. Question 7(b) 

required the students to rewrite the sentences according to the instructions 

given. The question tested their ability to use the targeted structure patterns 

to form grammatically correct sentences. It also tested their ability to 

express likes and dislikes. 

The items in question 7(a) were as follows:  

Complete the following sentences using the words given in the box by 

writing it in the blank spaces provided. 

             pedestrians, zebra crossing, held, tributary, 

confirmed, roundabout, ocean 

 

(i) Mwakipesile……………that Dodoma is in the southern part of 

Singida from the map of Tanzania. 

(ii) The villagers crossed the road at the……………………… 

(iii) Hamisa did not want to lose her new book to the thief, so she 

……………….it tightly. 

(iv) On rainy days,………………carry umbrellas. 

(v) Although Lwangu River is big, it is a …………………...of Rufiji 

River 
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The items in part (b) were as follows: 

Re-write the following sentences according to the instructions given in 

brackets in the blank spaces provided. 

(i) Daudi likes writing stories (use „enjoy‟) 

(ii) The teacher dislikes punishing the students (use „hate‟). 

(iii) They are very lazy; they hate working (use „dislike‟) 

(iv) Ngailo enjoys watching football (use „like‟) 

(v) Musa prefers beans to meat (use „likes‟) 

 

This question was attempted by 602,511 (100%) students. Among them, 

51,958 (8.62%) scored from 10 to 15 marks, which is good performance; 

103,849 (17.24%) scored from 5 to 9 marks, which is average performance; 

and 446,704 (74.14%) scored from 0 to 4 marks, which is weak 

performance. Of those with weak performance, 85,368 (14.17%) scored 0. 

The general performance on this question was weak since only 155,807 

(25.86%) scored from 5 to 15 marks. The students‟ overall performance on 

the question is summarized in Figure 7. 

 

              Figure 7: Students‟ Performance on Question 7 

 

The students who attained good performance on part (a) exhibited 

knowledge and skills in giving direction. This helped them to fill in the 

blanks with correct words from the box. These students were also proficient 

in English. They understood the words and gave the correct answers. For 

example, in item (i), they identified confirmed as the correct answer 



25 

 

because the item required them to verify the fact that Dodoma is in the 

southern part of Singida on the map of Tanzania. The students managed to 

write the correct response because the item required them to prove the truth 

of the statement. 

In item (ii), they correctly identified zebra crossing as the answer, signalled 

by the word road since the zebra crossing is a road sign. These students had 

a good command of the English language because they could tell that the 

item was related to road signs. 

Students identified held as the answer to item (iii) because of the context in 

which the statement was used. The students managed to determine that 

holding the book would help avoiding stealing it. In such a context, they 

proved their usage skills in the English language.  

Likewise, they used the word pedestrians in item (iv) because the students 

were conversant in English. They knew that the context used signalled that 

people use umbrellas mostly when they are walking. 

In item (v), tributary was the correct answer because the statement signalled 

the flow of a small river into a large river. The students who had a good 

command of English managed to figure out the correct vocabulary. Extract 

7.1 is illustrative. 

 

Extract 7.1: A sample of the correct responses to Question 7 (a). 

The student had an adequate knowledge and skills in giving directions 

 

On the contrary, the students whose scores ranged from 0 to 4 marks had 

either no or partial knowledge about the information given. Most of these 

students demonstrated poor command of English and inadequate knowledge 
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of giving directions. These students were guessing the answers. Consider 

Extract 7.2  

 

 

        Extract 7.2 A sample of the incorrect responses to Question 7(a)  

         The student had inadequate knowledge and skills in giving direction. 

 

In part (b) analysis shows that, students with high marks on this question 

had a good command of English grammar hence good knowledge of 

inflecting the verb tenses. Therefore, they correctly wrote the given 

sentences expressing likes and dislikes. The students who performed well 

on this question knew how to use the simple present tense in expressing 

habitual actions in connection with the personal pronouns. For example, in 

item (i), the students used enjoys which is the correct answer because the 

sentence mentioned the name of Daudi, which is a singular noun.  

 

In item (ii), the students correctly wrote hates as their answer because the 

sentence mentioned the teacher, a singular noun which justifies the addition 

of s to the verb hate. The word dislike was used to answer item (iii) because 

of the pronoun they, which was used as the subject in the sentence and it is 

a third person plural pronoun which does not require the addition of s, es or 

ies to the verb dislike.  

 

In item (iv), the word likes was chosen as the correct answer by the students 

because it was preceded by the singular noun Ngailo in the sentence, 

signalling the addition of s to the verb like.  
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Likewise, in item (v), likes was the correct answer used by the students 

because of the singular noun Musa as the subject, which requires the 

addition of s to the verb like. These are shown in Extract 7.3. 

 

 

Extract 7.3: A sample of the correct responses to Question 7 (b). 

The student had adequate knowledge of present simple tense. 

 

However, the students who scored zero in part (b) of the question lacked 

knowledge about the information given. They also had inadequate skills in 

inflecting the verbs. Others lacked skills in expressing likes and dislikes. 

For example, one student answered item (i) by writing Daudi likes enjoy 

writing stories. In item (iii), another student wrote They are very lazy 

dislike hate working. Extract 7.4 illustrate such responses. 
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             Extract 7.4: A sample of the incorrect responses to Question 7 (b)  

                The student had inadequate knowledge of the simple present tense.  

 

2.3.3 Question 8: Completing Sentences and Choosing the Correct Answer 

from the Box to Fill the Spaces Provided 

 

The question had two parts: (a) and (b). Part (a) required the students to 

change the verbs of the given sentences in brackets into their correct forms 

to form meaningful sentences. Part (b) instructed the students to choose the 

correct words given in the box and write them in the blank spaces provided.  

The given sentences in part (a) were as follows:  

(i) Do you enjoy…………………...(dance)? 

(ii) John is …………………………(rinse) his clothes at present. 

(iii) I am ……………………………...(go) home now. 

(iv) The students are…………………(read) novels at the moment. 

(v) My brother and I are……………. (play) tennis this time. 

The questions in part (b) were as follows: 

(i) Who is my brother‟s son to me?.................. 

(ii) Who is my aunt‟s daughter to me?............. 

(iii) Who is my sister‟s husband to me?............. 

(iv) Who is my brother‟s wife to me?................. 

(v) Who is my grandfather‟s father to me?........  

 

This question was attempted by 602,574 (100%) students. Of whom, 

286,303 (47.51%) scored from 13 to 20 marks, which is good performance; 

249,138 (41.35%) scored from 6 to 12 marks, which is average 

performance; and 67,133 (11.15%) scored from 0 to 5 marks, which is weak 

performance. Among the students with weak performance, 12,947 (2.14%) 

scored 0. The general performance of the students on this question was 

good, since 535,441 (88.85%) students scored from 6 to 20 marks. The 

students‟ overall performance on the question is summarized in Figure 8. 
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             Figure 8: Students‟ Performance on Question 8 

 

The students with good performance on part (a) demonstrated their 

knowledge and skills in English language grammar, specifically in 

expressing ongoing activities. They managed to change the given verbs in 

brackets into their correct forms and write them in the blank spaces 

provided. In item (i), the students correctly used dancing as their answer 

because it was signalled by the transitive verb enjoy which preceded the 

verb dance. Hence they added –ing to the verb dance to get the answer.  

In item (ii), they identified the presence of the present auxiliary verb is. 

When this auxiliary verb precedes the main verb, the main verb must take 

the –ing form. This knowledge helped them to change the bracketed verb 

rinse into rinsing to form the present continuous tense. 

Moreover, in item (iii), they correctly changed the bracketed verb go to 

going because the auxiliary verb am denotes that the sentence is in present 

continuous tense. 

  Likewise, the presence of the auxiliary verb are that preceded the main verb 

read made the students to correctly write reading as their answer to item 

(iv) to form the present continuous tense. 

In item (v), the students changed the bracketed word play into playing 

following the auxiliary verb are that preceded the main verb play in that 

sentence to form the present continuous tense. Consider Extract 8.1. 
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Extract 8.1: A sample of the correct responses to Question 8 (a). 

The student had adequate knowledge of forming sentences in the present 

continuous tense. 

In contrast, 12,947 (2.14%) students scored 0. These failed to understand 

the information given, which required them to put the bracketed verbs into 

the present continuous tense. Most of them were not knowledgeable about 

the form of the verbs in the present continuous tense that was made by the 

subject (he/she, they) + auxiliary verb(is/are) + main verb infinite + ing. 

These students exhibited poor command of English grammar and 

inadequate knowledge of expressing ongoing activities because most of 

them gave irrelevant responses. Extract 8.2 exemplifies this situation. 

 

 

           Extract 8.2: A sample of the incorrect responses to Question 8 (a). 

           The student had inadequate knowledge of expressing ongoing activities. 

In part (b), the students were given words in brackets that expressed 

common names referring to various family members and were required to 

use them to correctly answer the question items. The question tested the 

students‟ ability to express family relations. 

Analysis shows that the students with high performance on this question 

scored from 13 to 20 marks. These students correctly identified their family 
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members in most of the question items; for example, in item (i), the 

students identified nephew as the answer because they knew how a nephew 

comes about. These students proved to have a clear understanding of how 

people relate in the nuclear or extended family. Their answers displayed 

their knowledge of kinship. Extract 8.3 is illustrative. 

 

Extract 8.3: A sample of the correct responses to Question 8 (b). 

The student had adequate knowledge of talking about one‟s family. 

Conversely, the students who scored 0 on this question failed to choose 

correct words given to respond to the question items. They lacked clear 

understanding of how members relate in a nuclear or extended family. Their 

answers displayed their incompetence in the subject matter. Most of them 

filled in the spaces provided with inappropriate words from the box. For 

example, those who wrote nephew grandparent in item (i) lacked 

knowledge that such a family relationship does not exist. Another student 

wrote great grandfather as the answer to item (iv). This shows that the 

student was not aware that the item demanded a feminine noun. Extract 8.4 

is illustrative. 

 

Extract 8.4: A sample of the incorrect responses to Question 8 (b). 
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2.4 Section D: Reading Programme 

This section consisted of questions 9 and 10. Question 9 required the 

students to choose one class reader, while question 10 required them to read 

a poem and then answer questions that followed.  

2.4.1 Question 9: Class Readers 

In this question, the students were required to choose one class reader either 

done in Form One or Form Two and answer the questions that followed in 

the blank spaces provided. 

Class Readers  

The Magic Garden - K.R. Cripwell (1977), William Collins Sons 

and Company Ltd, Great Britain 

Kalulu the Hare  - F. Worthington (1937), Longman England. 

Hawa the Bus Driver - R.S Mabala (1988), Ben & Company,  

Dar es Salaam.  

Fast Money   - K.R. Cripwell (1977), William Collins Sons 

and Company Ltd, Great Britain 

Mabala the Farmer - R.S Mabala (1988), Ben & Company,  

Dar es Salaam.  

 

 

Questions: 

(a) Describe one female character that has been portrayed as a hard 

worker. 

(b) Identify one male character and show how he relates to today‟s 

society. 

(c) What is the story about? 

(d)  Which character do you like the most? Give a reason for your 

answer. 

(e) What message does the book have to the society? 

 

This question was attempted by 601,378 (100%) students. Of whom 

143619 (23.88%) scored from 7 to 10 marks, which is good performance; 

255,947 (42.56%) scored from 3 to 6 marks which is average performance 

and 201,812 (33.56%) students scored from 0 to 2, which is weak 
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performance. Among the students with weak performance, 73,868 

(12.28%) scored 0. The general performance of the students on this 

question was good, since 399,515 (66.43%) students had scores that 

ranged from 3 to 10 marks. The students‟ overall performance on the 

question is summarized in Figure 9. 

 

           Figure 9: Students‟ Performance on Question 9 

Analysis shows that the percentage of the students with high marks on this 

question demonstrated their ability in reading skills, which enabled them 

to interpret the class readers. Hence they answered the questions correctly. 

The question tested their ability to interpret simple stories to explain the 

relevance of such stories to the real world. For example, in item (a), the 

students managed to describe Mrs Olusanya as a female character who is a 

hardworking character in The Magic Garden. Others described Hawa as a 

hard worker in Hawa The Bus Driver. 

In item (b), the students identified Mabala  as a lazy, lousy, drunkard and 

stubborn male character. His behaviour is related to some men in their 

contemporary societies. Others mentioned Olu, a loiterer and gambler. In 

their societies, there are men with such characters too. 

 In item (c) the students briefly explained what the class reader chosen was 

about. In Mabala the Farmer, for example, the student described that the 

story was about a lazy man called Mabala who went back to his village 

with his family after retirement for farming activities. Mabala later 

changed to being a hardworking person and helped his fellow villagers. 
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Moreover, in item (d), the students correctly identified the character that 

they liked most and gave the reason why. One student, for example, 

identified Kalulu from Kalulu the Hare as the character he/she likes most 

because Kalulu used to win against whatever came to challenge him. 

In item (e), the students managed to identify the message that the book 

conveyed to the society. In Hawa the Bus Driver for example, the students 

wrote that women should be brave and courageous like Hawa because she 

faced challenges but overcame them as shown in Extract 9.1. 

 

Extract 9.1: A sample of the correct responses to Question 9. 

The student interpreted correctly the class reader. 
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Further analysis shows that the students with weak performance failed to 

answer the questions based on the class readers. These students 

demonstrated their insufficient command of English and inadequate skills 

in interpreting class readers. For example, instead of mentioning the 

female character in (a), some students mentioned the title of the book like 

„Hawa the bus driver‟ or copied the name of authors like „R. S Mabala‟. 

Others responded to item (e) by copying some lines of a poem from 

Question 10 and used them as illustrated in Extract 9.2. 

 

Extract 9.2: A sample of the incorrect responses to Question 9. 

The student had inadequate knowledge of interpreting class readers. 
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2.4.2 Question 10: Poetry 

In this question, the students were given a three stanza poem to read and 

answer questions about it. Question 10 tested the students‟ ability to read 

and interpret simple poems. The following was the poem: 

I have known this preacher man 

For a long time, he was a good man 

I have known this judge 

For a long time, he was a good man 

I have known this teacher 

For a long time, he was a good man too. 

 

Because of drugs 

They have been taking secretly 

They are in worry houses today 

We cannot stand aside and look 

While the nation is going down the drain 

We really cannot stand aside and look 

While the nation is going down the drain. 

 

I am telling you now 

Cocaine no good for you 

Liquor no good for you 

You go sniffling them glue 

No good for you 

They give it to you and say 

It is the sense of knowledge. 

 

Questions 

(a) (i) Who are the three people that are being spoken about in the 

first stanza? 

(ii) Identify the outcome of having those people in the society as 

victims of the situation portrayed in the poem. 

(b) (i)   How many verses are there in the third stanza? 

 (ii)  How many stanzas are there in the poem? 

(c) According to the poet, what are the two things that are not good for 

people? Give a reason for your answer. 

(d) What is your suggestion to the audience of the poem? 



37 

 

(e) Through which way can the government eliminate the causes of 

what has been said to be bad in the poem? 

This question was attempted by 596,873 (99.04%) students. Among them 

73379 (12.29%) scored from 7 to 10 marks, which is good performance; 

220,966 (37.02%) scored from 3 to 6 marks, which is average 

performance; and 302,528 (50.69%) scored from 0 to 2 marks, which is 

weak performance. Among the students with weak performance, 114,446 

(19.17%) scored 0. The general performance of the students on this 

question was average, since 204,005 (49.31%) scored from 3 to 10 marks. 

The students‟ overall performance on the question is summarized in 

Figure 10. 

 

         Figure 10: Students‟ Performance On Question 10 

Analysis shows that the students with high marks on this question 

demonstrated good ability in reading and interpreting the given poem. 

Thus, they understood the information in the poem and answered the 

question correctly. In (a), they mentioned the lines that describe the people 

that were being spoken about in the first stanza. They also found correct 

answers to this item in the first, third and fifth verses of the first stanza.  

Moreover, in item (b), they correctly responded that there were 7 verses in 

the third stanza because they knew what a verse means and they could 

count them to get the correct answer. They also responded correctly to part 

(ii) of item (b) that there were three stanzas because they were 

knowledgeable about stanzas and counted them to get the correct 

response.  
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In item (c), the students correctly identified that cocaine and liquor were 

not good for people because they were among the things spoken against by 

the persona in the third stanza. 

In item (d), the students gave their relevant suggestions to the audience of 

the poem due to their adequate comprehension skills and good command 

of the English language. These enabled them to understand what the poem 

was about and give proper suggestions. 

In item (e), the students correctly gave their opinions on ways to be 

applied by the government to eliminate the causes of what was said to be 

bad in the poem. These students had a good command of the English 

language. They also understood well the poem‟s subject matter as 

indicated in Extract 10.1. 
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Extract 10.2: A sample of the correct responses to Question 10. 

In contrast those with poor performance did not understand the given 

poem. Therefore, they failed to respond to the question as required. Some 

of them tried to answer the question using irrelevant points not based on 

the poem. Others just copied some lines of the poem and used them as 

answers. Extract 10.2 shows such responses. 
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Extract 10.2: A sample of the incorrect responses to Question 10. 

The student had poor mastery of English language and inadequate 

knowledge of interpreting poems. 
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3.0 PERFORMANCE OF THE STUDENTS ON EACH TOPIC  

The topics assessed in the 2021 English Language FTNA were 

Comprehension and Summary, Language Use, Patterns and Vocabulary 

and Reading Programme. The analysis done indicates that the students 

attained average performance on all four topics. In Patterns and 

Vocabulary which had questions 6, 7 and 8, the students attained high 

performance (62.58%), followed by Reading Programme (Questions 9 and 

10) whose performance was 57.87 per cent, Language Use Programme 

(Question 3, 4 and 5) whose performance was 51.58 per cent and 

Comprehension and Summary (Question 1 and 2) whose performance was 

40.29 per cent.  

Students performed poorly on Comprehension and Summary because they 

had problems in reading and comprehending the passage given.  

Appendix A summarizes the students‟ performance on each topic using 

green, yellow and red colours to represent good, average and weak 

performance levels, respectively. 

The comparison of the students‟ performance in English Language FTNA 

for 2020 and 2021 shows a remarkable improvement in the topics of 

Patterns and Vocabulary and Reading Programme. Performance on these 

topics improved from 30 per cent to 62.58 per cent and 41 per cent to 

57.87 per cent in 2020 to 2021, respectively. Conversely, retrogression has 

been encountered in the topics of Comprehension and Summary and 

Language Use, which dropped from 67 per cent to 40.29 per cent and 

from 79 per cent to 51.58 per cent in 2020 to 2021, respectively. The 

comparison of the students‟ performance on each topic for FTNA 2020 

and 2021 is summarized in Appendix B on page 44. 

 

4.0 CONCLUSION  

The general performance of the students in the English Language subject, 

in the FTNA, 2021, was good since 520,480 (86.49%) scored 30 marks or 

above. Thus, the students performed well in the 2021 assessment. This 

performance reflected their ability to identify the tasks of the questions, 

follow the given instructions and communicate their knowledge of various 

entities related to the topics. 
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On the contrary, 19.2 per cent of the students faced challenges in this 

assessment particularly in answering Question 2. These challenges were 

caused by their inability to correctly interpret the question and their 

inadequate knowledge of the concepts related to routine activities. 

 

5.0  RECOMMENDATIONS 

             To increase the performance of the students in the future, this report   

              recommends the following: 

(a) The Language Use topic should be taught using the teaching and 

learning strategies involving audio and visual materials such as the 

globe, maps, TV programmes, texts about giving directions, and 

texts on facts and opinions.  

(b) The Reading Programme topic should be taught by using 

appropriate teaching and learning strategies. For example, teachers 

can use drama, dialogues and story–telling techniques which bring 

the content of books into the real world. This practice can facilitate 

students to comprehend class readers.  

(c) The Patterns and Vocabulary topic is one of the most challenging 

topics in Contemporary English language lessons as language rules 

(grammar) are implicitly taught. Grammar should be taught 

explicitly in class. The students should be encouraged to do many 

practices and read grammar books to equip themselves with rule-

governed skills in using the English language. 

(d) In Comprehension and Summary, students should be encouraged to 

do many practices on reading texts, pronouncing words and 

widening their vocabulary to improve their mastery of 

comprehension skills. Moreover, teachers should provide many 

dictation exercises to improve students‟ listening and writing skills. 
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Appendix A:  Summary of the Students’ Performance per Topic in the 2021 

FTNA 

SN Topic 

Q
u
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ti
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u

m
b

er
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g
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f 
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w
h

o
 

S
co

re
d

 

th
e 
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o
f 

3
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 p
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 c

en
t 

a
n

d
 A

b
o
v
e
 

A
v
er

a
g
e 

P
er

fo
rm

a
n

ce
 

b
y
 T

o
p

ic
 (

%
) 

Remarks 

1. Patterns and 

Vocabulary 

   8      88.86 

62.58 Average    6      73.02 

   7      25.86 

2. Reading Programme    9      66.44 
57.87 Average 

 10      49.31 

3. Language Use    5      58.37 

51.58 Average    4      50.41 

   3      45.98 

4. Comprehension and 

Summary 

   1 

 
     61.44 

40.29 Average 

   2      19.15 
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Appendix B: Comparison of Students’ Performance per Topic for FTNA 2020 

and 2021 

 

 

 

 

SN Topic 

2020 2021 
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P
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p
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P
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T
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%
) 

R
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a
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s 
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ti

o
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m
b

er
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P
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n
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g
es

 
o
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e 

S
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e 

A
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p
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o
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e 

A
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er

a
g

e 
P

e
r
fo

rm
a
n

ce
 b

y
 

T
o
p

ic
 (

%
) 

R
em

a
rk

s 

1.  Patterns and 

Vocabulary 

8 57.9 
 

30 

 

Average 

8 88.86 
 

62.58 

 

Average 
6 15.1 6 73.02 

7 26.1 7 25.86 

2.  Reading 

Programme 

9 70.1  

41 

 

Average 

9 66.44  

57.87 

 

Average 10 11.7 10 49.31 

3.  Language Use 3 79.8  

Good 

3 58.37 
 

51.58 

 

Average 
4 82.4 

79 
4 50.41 

5 74.6 5 45.98 

4.  Comprehension 

and Summary 

1 73.1  Good 1 61.44 
 

40.29 

 

Average 2 60.9 
    67      2    19.15 




