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FOREWORD

The National Examinations Council of Tanzania (NECTA\) is pleased to issue the
Students’ Item Response Analysis (SIRA) report on the performance of the
students in Chinese Language subject, in the Form Two National Assessment
(FTNA) for 2021. This report provides feedback to all the educational stakeholders
on the students’ performance in this subject.

The analysis provided in this report aimed to contribute to the understanding of the
possible reasons behind the students’ performance in Chinese Language subject.
The report highlights the factors that made the students to score either low or high
marks when attempting the questions. The factors for low performance were lack
of knowledge on vocabulary, principles and grammatical rules. Other reasons were
inability to understand the requirement of the questions and inability to express
themselves in Chinese. On the contrary, the analysis also indicates the strength of
some of the students who scored high marks. The reasons for good performance
include, their ability to identify the requirement of the questions, enough
vocabulary, adequate knowledge on grammatical rules, and their uses in different
context.

It is expected that the feedback provided in this report will empower the
educational administrators, school managers, school quality assurers, teachers,
students and other educational stakeholders to develop measures to be taken in
order to improve the students’ performance in future assessments administered by
the NECTA.

Finally, the Council would like to thank all those who participated fully in
preparing and analyzing the data used in this report.

A

Dr. Charles E. Msonde
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY



1.0

INTRODUCTION

The assessment was set in accordance with the 2015 Chinese Language
syllabus. This report analyses the performance of students who sat for the
Form Two National Assessment (FTNA) in Chinese Language subject in
2021.

This assessment paper had four sections: Section A - Comprehension, B -
Language Use, C - Patterns and Vocabulary and D - Composition. The paper
consisted of 10 compulsory questions. Section A had twenty (20) marks,
Section B thirty (30) marks, Section C thirty (30) marks and section D twenty
(20) marks, hence making a total of 100 marks.

This report analyses each question by giving an overview of what the
students were required to do, the general performance and reasons for their
performance. Sample extracts of students’ correct and incorrect responses are
presented in order to show how the students responded to each item. This is
followed by the analysis of the students’ performance per topic, conclusion
and recommendations. A summary of the students’ performance per topic has
been shown in Appendices | and II.

The data analysis shows that a total of 1,386 (100%) students sat for the
examination in the year 2021. The general performance of the students in this
subject was good, as 1,240 (73.2%) of the students passed the assessment
while, 146 (26.8%) of them failed the assessment. The 2021 performance has
decreased by 18.0% compared to the 2020 performance which had 1,085
students of whom, 987 (91.0%) passed and 98 (9.1%) failed.

The students’ performance in each grade for 2020 and 2021 is shown in
Table 1.

Table 1: Performance of Students in each Grade

Year Sat Grades

A B C D F
2020 1,085 107 82 389 409 98
2021 1,386 304 218 394 322 146

The students’ performance was classified into three (3) categories: good,
average and weak. The performance was regarded as weak if the percentage



2.0

of the students score ranged from 0 to 29 marks, as average if ranged from 30
to 64 and as good if it ranged from 65 to 100 marks.

It is expected that this analysis will be helpful for Chinese teachers to
improve the teaching and learning strategies of Chinese Language and
consequently improve the performance.

ANALYSIS OF THE STUDENTS’ PERFORMANCE IN EACH
QUESTION

2.1

Section A: Comprehension

This section consisted of two questions, question 1 and question 2. The
students were required to read the passage and answer the questions
that follow. Each question carried 10 marks, making a total of 20

marks.

2.1.1 Question 1: Multiple Choice

The students were given a passage derived from the topic of
Colour and size. The passage was about things bought by the
students at the shop. They were asked to read it and answer the
questions by choosing the correct response from the alternatives
A, B, C and D. The questions tested the students’ ability to
recognize colours. The passage was as follows.

—

H#AL. BATANE, ABEAEE FRAKEARRY K7,
Jintian women ban de xuésheng qb shangdian méi yi fi hé xié  Women dou chuan
PREM L HELE L HEERRA R, 40 & §

hong s¢ de yifu,  ldoshi chuan héi st de qinzi, zhen pidoliang:  Shangdian li you

HEMARM, £0F F Bew # T, £ 2%, § A 24

hén dud dongxi, you bdi s¢ de , hongsede, hé linsede Bise shi jinnidn zui lid
R% & & F Ot Lot o BEw. a6 2 4% B
xingde yinse: W6 men ban de xuésheng dou xi huan bdi st hé linse de dongxi-  Nén
o RE. A MEW 4 HEX G hBbH A8, 3
shéng mdi le bi s de xié hé ldnse de kizir N xué sheng mai le bdi s¢ de qin zi hé
A RTaeH b BE0ET, k% £ 270868 2T

ldn sé de xié-

IHILES




The analysis indicates that a total of 1,386 (100%) students
attempted the question, out of whom 884 (63.8%) students
scored from 8 to 10 marks which is a good performance, 417
(30.1%) students scored from 4 to 6 marks which is an average
performance, and 85 (6.1%) students scored from 0 to 2 marks
which is a weak performance. The general performance in this
question was good, since 1,301 (93.9%) students scored 30% or
above. Figure 1 summarizes the students’ performance in
question 1.

100
S0
80

-

AT 638
60 -

50
40
30
20
10 - 6.1
0 I : :
0-2 4-6 8-10

Scores

301

Percentage of the Students

Figure 1: The Percentages of the Students’ Performance in Question 1

The analysis of the students’ performance indicates that 884
(63.8%) students had good performance as they scored from 8 to
10 marks. The analysis shows that these students had sufficient
knowledge of the topic of Colour and Size as a result they
supplied correct responses. For example, in item 1, the students
were required to identify the colour of shoes bought by the boys.
These students differentiated the colours of the things given in
the passage, as a result they identified the correct answer which
was A & & 49 (white colour). They knew that alternative B 1%
€49 (blue colour) was not correct because it was the colour of
the trouser bought by boys, alternative C 2 &.49 (black colour)
was the colour of dress worn by a teacher and that alternative D
2r &89 (red colour) was the colour of things available in the
shop.



Further analysis shows that in item 2, the students were asked to
name the things of which colours are liked by the class members.
The students supplied the correct answer which was D & &.4= i
& (white and blue colour) because they comprehended the
passage and knew that the members of that class liked things
that are white and blue in colour. This implies that they mastered
well different kinds of colours.

Furthermore, in item 3, these students wrote the correct answer
which was B# /& (shop) where the question required them to
locate the place where the students buy things. They wrote the
correct answer because they were able to distinguish the places
given and the activities done over there. They knew that
alternatives A ¥ (class) and D #Z (class room) were not
correct because they were places where someone cannot buy
things. Alternative C #& /& (restaurant) is the place where
someone can buy food and not clothes.

Moreover, in item 4, the students were required to name the
colour of the dress bought by girls. The students opted the
correct answer which was C & & &9 (white colour) because they
were able to differentiate kinds of colour of different things as a
result they identified the correct colour of the dress.

Finally, in item 5, the question required the students to find who
dressed the black clothes. The students who got right this item
managed to identify different people found in the passage and
what they were wearing, thus ended up supplying the correct
answer which was D )% (Teacher). This implies that these
students had enough vocabulary on the topic of Colour and Size.
Extract 1.1 is a sample of the students’ good responses.



Nén shéng mai le shénme yédn s¢ de xi¢ ?
L 5 &£ ZT7TH2me8 82 (f)
bdi s¢ de ldn s¢ de héi se de héng s¢ de

A aét B E& C R&# D &t

Women ban de xuésheng xihuan shénme ydnsé de dongxi ?

2LAMBHE £ B F2068 5 852 (D))

ldns¢ hé héise bdis¢ héhongsé
ABéE AR 2e B Gé& 4 i &

bdi s¢ hé heise béi s& hé ldn s¢
C At Bé D aékis

Xué sheng zii nd er mai dongxi ?
3.8 &£ ETLE R ®? (B)
ban shangdian fan dian jidoshi
A 3 B # k& C R JE D #%
Nii shéng mii le shénme yén s& de qunzi ?
4, % & FT7HamennEF? (C)
hdng s¢ de lén s¢ de bii sé de héi s& de

A et B k& C 4&# D B&th

Shéi chuande heise de yifu?
5 FHREHRR? (D)
ndn shéng xué sheng nii shéng 130 shi

A% 4 B # & C %4 D # Jf

Extract 1.1: A sample of the students’ correct answers to
question 1

In Extract 1.1, the student chose correct answers in all items.

The analysis also indicates that, 417 (30.1%) students had
average performance as they scored from 4 to 6 marks. These
students had partial knowledge on comprehension. They
supplied correct answer in some items while failing in others.
For example, in item 1, most of the students failed to
differentiate the word # ¥ (Trouser) from ¥t (shoes) as a
result most of them chose # (shoes) instead of # - (Trouser).
In item 2, the students who got it wrong failed to distinguish
between the vocabulary &k (likes) and A (to have). This
implies that the students had partial knowledge on colours.

Extract 1.2 is a sample from a students with average performance in
question 2.




Nén shéng mdi le shénme ydn s¢ de xié ?
1. 8 £ ETHzmes B2 (D)
bdi s¢ de lan s¢ de héi s¢ de héng s¢ de

A et B H&ry C Z&d D 4 &4}

Women ban de xuésheng xihuan shénme ydns¢ de dongxi ?

D, KA BERI F 4 Bk Hz2Hmew & m2 (D)

ldn s¢ hé heise bdi s¢ hé héng se
A BE f B, B & f= 4 &

bdi s¢ hé héise béi s¢ hé lan s¢
C aéf e D efié

Xué sheng zai na er mai dongxi ?
3.9 &£ EMILE K &2 (A
ban shﬁngdiim fan dian jiaoshi
A 32 B ® /& C 4R J& D #%
Nii sheéng maii le shénme yén s¢ de quinzi ?
4. % £ ETH a2 mess T2 ()
héng s¢ de ldn se de bdi s¢ de ’ hei s¢ d

A fr &4Y - B k& C aé&ny D Z &

Shéi chuande h@isé¢ de yifu?
5. FoReHRB? (L)
nén shéng xué sheng nii shéng lao shi

A B £ B % #& C % & D # Jf

Extract 1.2: A sample of the students’ average responses

In Extract 1.2, the student wrote correct answers in items 1, 2
and 4 but wrote incorrect responses in items 3 and 5.

Further analysis shows that, 85 (6.1%) students had weak
performance as they scored from 0 to 2 marks. These students
had insufficient knowledge on reading for comprehension. This
resulted to scoring low marks. For example, in item 1, some
students failed to differentiate the colours of the things given in
the passage, as a result they failed to identify the correct answer.
They chose wrong alternatives because they did not understand
the passage. Some of them chose B # &.49 (blue colour) which
was not correct because it was the colour of the trouser bought
by boys, alternative C £ & 49 (black colour) was the colour of
dress worn by a teacher and others chose alternative D 4r &. 49
(red colour) which was the colour of other things found in the
shop.

In item 2, some students failed to identify the correct colour of
things liked by the students. For instance, some of the students
choose A I &.49 #= 2 & 49 (white and black colours) because

6



they did not know that the black colour was the colour of the
teacher’s dress. Others opted for B & & 494=4 &, 49 (white and
red colours) because they failed to notice that the red colour was
the colour of the clothes won by the students and not the colour
which the students like. This indicates that the students did not
comprehend the passage as they failed to pick the correct
information.

Furthermore, the analysis indicates that in item 3, some students
scored 0 because they lacked vocabularies of places. They failed
to differentiate the names of places given as a result they chose
incorrect alternatives. In order to respond well to this item, the
students had to have sufficient knowledge of the name of the
place and the activities done there. For instance, some students
opted for A 3£ (class) and D #c'E (classroom) because they did
not know that these are places which students use for teaching
and learning process and not buying things. Those who opted C
W JE (restaurant) failed to differentiate it from /& (shop) that
it is the place where food is bought, but the students bought
things from the shop and not from the restaurant.

Moreover, the students who scored O in item 4, did not
understand the requirement of the question as a result they
picked randomly the alternatives. For example, those who got 0
failed to understand what colour the dresses the girls bought was.
Altenative A 4t &, 49 (red colour) was not the correct answer
because this was the colour of clothes worn by students, B i

#9 (blue colour) was not the correct answer because it was liked
by all the students and D Z & 49 (black colour) also was not
the correct answer because it was the colour of the teacher’s
dress.

Finally, in item 5, the students were required to name who

wore the dress in black colour. Those who scored 0 did not

understand the meaning of the words # (who) and £ & &9 &Kk

(black colour clothes). This resulted to failure in identifying the

one who wore the black clothes, as students resulted to choosing

the alternatives A % 4 (boys), B 54 (students) and C %«
7



2.1.2

4 (girls) which were not correct answers because they wore red
colour clothes and not black colour clothes. This implies that
most of students lacked vocabulary which hindered them from
comprehending the passage and picking up the right information.
Extract 1.3 is a sample of a student’s who had weak performance
in weak responses in question 1.

Nan shéng mii le shénme yan s¢ dexié ?
.3 4 ZTHzHEH 2 (A)
bdi s¢ de ldn sé de hgi s¢ de héng s¢ de

A aéH B Zé&# C BEH D 4 &8

Women ban de xuésheng xi huan shénme ydns¢ de dongxi?

LAMBH R E Bk H2HEH & &7 (D

lanse hé héise bdis¢ héhdng s&
AZéh B B agefud
béi s& hé héi se bdi s¢ hé lan s¢

C e 28 D atiié

Xué sheng zai nd er mai dongxi ?
3.8 &£ ABLE & &7 (A)
ban shangdian fan dian jidoshi
A ¥ B A k& C ®Js D #%
Nii shéng mii le shénme yén s¢ de quinzi ?
4. % & ETH2HmE852F? (Q)
héng s¢ de ldn s de bdi se de ) hei sé de A

A ety - B EEH C A& D Z&#

Shéi chuande heis¢ de yifu?
5% FHREHAR? (B)
nén sheng xué sheng niishéng 130 shi

A% £ B ¥ & Cx4& D % J7

Extract 1.3: A sample of responses from a student with weak
performance

In Extract 1.3, the student read the given passage and chose
incorrect answers in all items.

Question 2: Short Answer Questions

The students were given a passage from the topic of Housing.
They were required to read and answer the questions using
Chinese characters. The passage was about the house of Wang

8



Yi’s family. This question tested the students’ ability to identify
general information from the passage and respond to requests
using simple Chinese Characters. The passage was as follows:

ik AL BEATHFMA, SEEEBRHIT.

W6 de mingzi shi Wang yi- W0 jid bidd y& buxido,  jia waimian ydu pidoliang

B AEFR E L RXFKE R b, R4 @ F &%
de huayudn:  Huayudnli you hén pidoliang de hua,  ydu ldnst hé héngse de hua- W3
WEH., REZ AR EE W &, AEEF a2t . &
men jid you san g& wo shi, keting,  chifing hé weishéngjian: Baba hé mima de
MEAEZANEZ2, 37, B5R2 40, EERBHE
woshi zii w6 hé didi de woshi pdngbian,  weishéngjian zai bi ba hé mama de woshi
BFEE AW AFNEE & 0, LA M AESS BB YHEE

zuobian  Keting duimidn you wo hé didi de woshi, chiféng youbian you jigjie de
ER.ERNE FARFLHNEE, B H9 7 BER
woshir

BNE

A total of 1,386 (100%) students attempted the questions, out of
whom 204 (14.7%) scored from 7 to 10 marks, which is good
performance, 623 (44.9%) scored from 3 to 6 marks which is
average performance, and 559 (40.3%) scored from 0 to 2 which
is weak performance. The general performance for this question
was average, since 827 (59.7%) students scored 30% or above.
Figure 2 summarizes the students’ performance in question 2.

SCcCores

m O -2

=T 10

Figure 2: The Percentage of the Students’ Performance in Question 2

The students’ response analysis indicates that 623 (44.9%)
students had an average performance as they scored from 3 to 6

9



marks. These students comprehended partially the passage
because they managed to answer correctly some items and failed
others. Some of them failed to write characters in some items
whereas others responded using pinyin, this made them to
perform averagely. Most of them wrote correct answers in items
1, in other items, some of them failed to score full mark because
they did not write a full statement while others wrote answers
with wrong Chinese characters or pinyin, therefore they scored
half marks and ended up performance averagely in this question.

Further analysis shows that, 559 (40.3%) students had weak
performance. These students had insufficient knowledge on
reading for comprehension. They also lacked vocabulary which
hindered them from understanding the passage. Some of them
did not understand the requirement of the question. Few of them
copied the sentence from the passage randomly and wrote them
as answers. Others failed to write the sentence because they had
insufficient knowledge of language patterns and Chinese
Language sentence structure. For example, in item 1, the
students were asked to name what is in the garden and those who
scored 0 wrote incorrect responses. For instance, one of them
wrote £ @ 27X X A~ /J> (In the garden not big not small) and
the other wrote L& 274 & & 424545 (In the garden there are
father and mother). This shows that they did not understand the
passage.

In item 2, the students were required to give the location of
Wang Yi’s room. They scored 0 because they did not understand
the passage. They were also not familiar with the interrogative
word R )L (where). Additionally, they lacked knowledge on
directional words. This resulted to picking up the sentences
randomly from the passage and writing them as responses. For
instance, one of them wrote £ L& EFE 47/ ]v (Wang Yi’s
room also is not small) instead of writing the correct answer *
X8 ENE £ Z T & (Wang Yi’s room is opposite to the
sitting room).

10



Moreover, in item 3, the student who scored O failed to
comprehend the passage because they had insufficient
knowledge about comprehension. They also had insufficient
knowledge about the structure S+ 7 +N which required the
students to use it while answering the question. For example,
one of them wrote & &St d@ EFE (outside my house bed room),
which was incorrect, while the correct response was &9 % sh
@A &% 89 B means (There is a beautiful garden outside of
his house).

Furthermore, in item 4, the students were required to give the
location of the elder sisters’ bedroom. The students who got 0
failed to identify the location of elder sisters’ bedroom because
they lacked knowledge on vocabulary of directions. This
resulted to guess work and picking up randomly the information
from the passage and writing them as answers. Some of them
left some question unanswered, but the correct answer was 4248
89 BENE £ B 5 A4 L (Elder sister’s room is at right hand side of
the kitchen).

Lastly, the students who scored 0 in item 5, failed to understand
the requirement of the questions as a result they wrote incorrect
answers. For instance, one of them wrote # *{ % 2 (my name is
left hand side) which was unrelated to the information required
by the question. Some of them wrote & &#=4545:% 7% (Father
and mother beautiful). This depicts that these students lacked
Chinese Language vocabularies to express themselves. Extract
2.2 is a sample of responses from the students with weak
performance in question 2.

11



P ] :
Huayudn li ySu shénme ? wr) dlUP ﬁ’d’@
1+ 8 2H 4 2 2 vy Dy {

do’ Mya
g 14 -

v /7 v st
Wing yi de woshi zai nar ? bl{ Jrao f?aﬂg A, an
2. E L ehBEFE &£ HFIL? FY DY = 94,

Ta de jia waimian ydou shénme ?

3. ey R shEm O H A 2 92

w' hang,

J Y N, e

Ji¢ jie de woshi zai shénme di fang ? ‘j v / ;7“ f/\
4. 4dE 69 BNE £ A4 M 5 2 ,_\,‘U Jlao  Warmrgp
¢z £l " OF &
J b
Baba hé mama de woshi zii nar? WUWWW

5 %:é 48 f El“‘ﬁ B L2
J1 Cll) bl Cm

) =\

Extract 2.2: A sample of the students’ weak response to
question 2

Extract 2.2, shows the student who wrote incorrect answers in all
items.

The analysis of the students’ performance reveals that, 204
(14.7%) students had good performance as they scored from 8 to
10 marks. These students had sufficient knowledge about
reading for comprehension. This enabled them to fetch the
correct information from the passage and answer the questions
correctly. For example, in item 1, the students understood the
requirement of the question as they knew the uses of the
vocabulary 7% (to have) which indicates the existence of
something in a certain place. This resulted to writing the correct
answer 762 2 A /RiZ 7 497% (In the garden there are beautiful
flowers).

Also, in item 2, 4 and 5 the students were asked to give the
location of Wang Yi’s bedroom, sisters’ bedroom and father and
mothers’ bedroom respectively. These students managed to give
the correct answers because they mastered well the directional
words like £ (left hand side), %34 (right hand side), &
(opposite) and % 4 besides. The students’ understanding of all
this enabled them to write such correct answers as £ &) B+
& BTN E, MIAMENE & B AW, E€ A BB
BrEfe E O A B H 69 BNE i respectively. This

12



implies that the students mastered well the topic of housing.
Extract 2.3 is a sample the students’ good responses to question
2.

Huayuan li you shénme ? Huagudn H \_,j\éu ln P&chagﬂ clv_ hua gou |4nse hé héngte :ln_‘\uu.

L RREZE A 2 HEERMERG n/—’é%ﬂﬂﬁé

Wingyl de woshi zAi nir ? ud\cshb zi \<e,’c»n9 J,m"nwrv

2 EIAHBEE WL EX ‘E@X‘ﬂ’:ﬁ\ﬁ’ X &,

Ta de jia wiimidn you shénme? T de jia waimian olu Lualmnﬂ de }M\ jucn

3RBE NG A 4 ‘?%éﬁ’iﬂ‘@ 5'9«@

li¢jie de woshi zai shénme di fang ? quuz de whshi zaL chéng ouLum

4 BB EBEA ALk F YR E&fﬂ% 'E

Baba hé mama de woshi zai ndr? BaLa hd mama whe zd W )z

5 EERBRHBE MBS T BHE T

A,L de wb:‘n Fﬁhgl;wm.

Eﬁﬂ’l BE % .

Extract 2.3: A sample of the students’ good responses to
guestion 2

Extract 2.3, shows the student who wrote correct answers in all
items.

2.2 Section B: Language Use

This section had three questions namely question 3, 4 and 5. Each
question carried 10 marks, thus marking a total of 30 marks. The
students were required to answer all the questions.

2.2.1 Question 3: Matching Items

The question comprised of 5 items in which the student were
required to match Chinese characters in column A with pinyin
provided in column B. The characters and pinyin were derived
from the topic of fashion and entertainment. The question tested
the student’s ability to recognize Chinese character and their
appropriate pinyin. The question was:

13



=, EREAME B FEEEFARCNRT, FALL .,

A# : B #

1. #% A gloxing

2. HBA B. changpian

. C  nidngingrén

3. WA
D  bidoyan

4. & oo

juyudn

5. &% F  pido

6. "R G lionianrén
H jmg

The students’ response analysis shows that 1,386 (100%)
students attempted the question. Among these, 700 (50.5%)
students had good performance by scoring from 8 to 10 marks,
537 (38.7%) had an average performance as they scored from 4
to 6 marks, whereas 149 (10.8%) students scored from 0 to 2
marks which is a weak performance. The general performance in
this question was good since, 1,237 (89.2%) of the students
scored 30% or above. Figure 3 summarizes the students’
performance in question 3.

10.8%

Scores
mo -2

4_-6
ms_10

38 7%

Figure 3: The Percentages of the Students’ Performance in Question 3

The data shows that 700 (50.5%) students had good performance

as they scored from 8 to 10 marks, which is a good performance.

They managed to match all the characters with their appropriate

pinyin correctly. They were also able to differentiate the
14



characters given. This reveals that these students mastered well
the Chinese characters, pinyin and tone marking-rule. Extract
3.1 is a sample of the students’ good responses.

AE

1

2

4

5

6

B#

D

C

Ia

b

|

A

B

Extract 3.1: A sample of the students’ good responses to question 4

In Extract 3.1, the student matched correctly characters with
pinyin in all items.

Further analysis indicates that 537 (38.7%) students had an
average performance as they scored from 4 to 6 marks, which is
an average performance. These students had partial knowledge
of Chinese characters and pinyin. They managed to match some
items correctly but failed in others. Most of them wrote correct
answers in items 1 and 4 but failed in items 2, 3 and 5. For
example, in item 2, the students failed to differentiate the pinyin
niangigrén and laonianrén because both have ren (A), this
resulted to the choosing of the incorrect answer.

Similary, in item 3, the students who scored 0 failed to
differentiate the pinyin jingju and juyuan because both have ju
(#1) character. This implies that the students failed to match the
character with the correct pinyin because they had partial
knowledge about Chinese character writing skills as, they
matched words % &] with juyuan, &% with changpian and "8
ki with gaoxing, which were incorrect responses. This shows
that these students had insufficient knowledge of Chinese
character and pinyin.

Moreover, the students’ response analysis shows that 149
(10.8%) students performed poorly in this question. These
students had insufficient knowledge about Chinese character and
pinyin. They failed to identify the correct pinyin because they
failed to recognize the characters given. For example, in item 2,
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some students matched 542 A with ldonidanrén (Elder) instead
of niangingrén (Youth).

Furthermore, some students scored O in items 3, 4, 5 and 6
because they failed to recognize the characters and their
respective pinyin. They also did not know the meaning of some
Chinese characters and their pronunciation. This made them to
match randomly the Chinese characters with incorrect pinyin.
For example, some students matched 2] and gaoxing, %
and changpian, & 3% and jingju, and "8 # and pido. This
implies that the students had insufficient knowledge about
Chinese Language morphology. Extract 3.3 is a sample of the
students’ weak responses to question 3.

AL 2 |3 | 4 | 5 | 6
7| B | F | C |6 |5

Extract 3.3: A sample of the students” weak responses

Extract 3.3, indicates that the student failed to match all items.

2.2.2 Question 4: Re-arranging the jumbled words into sentences

In this question, the students were given 5 items, in which they
were required to re-arrange the jumbled words into correct
sentences. The words were derived from the topic of family
introduction. The question tested the student’s ability to apply
the Chinese Language syntax.

The analysis indicates that a total of 1,386 (100%) students
attempted the question, out of whom 585 (42.2%) students
scored from 8 to 10 marks which is a good performance, 510
(36.8%) students scored from 4 to 6 marks which is an average
performance, and 291 (21.0 %) students scored from 0 to 2
marks which is a weak performance. The general performance in
this question was good since, 1,095 (79.0%) students scored
30% or above. Figure 4 summarizes the students’ performance
in question 4.
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m)-2

4.6
m8-10

Figure 4: The Percentage of the Students’ Performance in Question 4

The data shows that, 585 (42.2%) students performed well in
this question. They scored from 8 to 10 marks. These students
had sufficient knowledge about the Chinese Language
morphology, syntax and semantics. For example, in item 1, the
students who got this item right were familiar with the
expression 5 A~ & (is or not) which is used to ask questions in
order to verify the speaker’s information. They also mastered
well the sentence structure S + Z 7~ & +N. This helped them to
write the correct sentence which was @12 D R 2% B A
(Are you American or not?)

Further analysis shows that, in item 2, the students who got this
item right mastered well the sentence structure S (Pronoun +#9
+N) + 7 + place). They knew that the possessive particle &9 is
places after the pronoun and is followed by the noun to form a
subject. They also knew that the word # (is at) is followed by a
noun of place. This enabled them to provide correct sentences
suchas @ # 5 8 @ £ O £ 3 L& (His house is at
Shanghai).

Additionally, in item 3, the students who wrote correct answer in
this item had sufficient knowledge about how to ask questions in
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Chinese Language by using the interrogative particles. In this
item there was an interrogative particle = which is placed at the
end of the sentence to mark the question. It is further shown that
they also mastered well the structure of an interrogative sentence:
S +V + N +%5? which resulted to writing a correct answer (3) «J»

HQAOEFREA ® 5?7 (IsXiao Hai a Tanzanian?).

Furthermore, in item 4, the students who wrote the correct
answer 3 1 ) K@ 4 @ “fJ)L (where is your house/where do
you live?) mastered well the interrogative word k)L (where)
and knew that it is preceded by the verb £ (is/live).

Lastly, in item 5, the students who got it right had sufficient
knowledge of Chinese Language grammar as well as structure.
They also knew about the uses of possession marker & which is
used when someone talks about family members. That is, it can
be either added or omitted, as in the sentence & & & & 4
(His father is a doctor). Extract 4.1 is a sample of the students’
good responses to question 4.

., EIEAR .
Lird shi zhonggud wo rén
Blde: (D A @ + ©F:3 @A
EHE: G@OW@@.
b shi meéigudrén shi ni
. OFE @k@EA @2 @1
................ @OO@D. e
zai jia shanghii Ta de
2. O @F ® Lk #H @i B
.................... @e@20@ ...
tinsingniya rén shi xidohdi ma
3. (D FE eI A @£ 3D /)~ & (=5
............. @....000D .,
jia zai ni naer
4. OFK @& @M% @ RIL
__________________ @@ o
shi baba ta yishéng
5. D2 @ee @t @ E 4
.................. QRO ..

Extract 4.1: A sample of the students’ good responses
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Extract 4.1, indicates that the student managed to re-arrange all
jumbled words into correct sentences.

Further analysis indicates that 510 (36.8%) students had an
average performance because they scored from 4 to 6 marks.
This indicates that the students had partial knowledge about
Chinese syntax. These students were able to write correct
answers in some items but failed in others, this was due to the
fact that some of them lacked vocabulary which resulted into
picking the words randomly and producing wrong sentences. For
example, in item 1, some students did not realize the structure &
I~, which is analyzed as either & or 7~ meaning yes or
not, but most of the students failed to answer this question
because they did not understand the structure of the Chinese
sentence. Some students translated word to word the sentence in
English and wrote /& £ % E A A (Are you American or not?)
which is wrong in Chinese Language structure. The students
answered the question based on the concept of English
Language grammar, but the correct answer should be 17 & 1~ &
% B A (Are you American or not?). This shows that these
students had partial knowledge of Chinese Language
morphology, syntax and semantics. Extract 4.2 is a sample of
responses from a student with average performance in question 4.
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EJ. : i%'ia_'.])gf(‘éju
Lirg shi zhdnggud wo rén
ol (D 2 @ W O} @A
% @QO@@.
b shi me&iguérén shi ni
1. OFr2 @fEHA ©F3 @1
@O @O . ?
zai ia shanghai Ta de
2. D @F @ r#H @ O
............. @ @O .
tdnsangniya rén shi xlaohal ma
3. DEEREA @2 @& (@)
............ €l @G)@
jia zal ni naer
4 OF @& @ @KL
L BO@E. ?
shi baba ta yishéng
5. DA @e€ Dtk O EL
________ Q@O

Extract 4.2: A sample of the students’ average responses

In Extract 4.2, the student wrote correct answers in items 3, 4
and 5 but incorrect answers in items 1 and 2.

Moreover, the analysis indicates that 291 (21.0 %) students
performed weakly in this question. They scored from 0 to 2
marks. These students had insufficient knowledge about Chinese
Language syntax. They also lacked vocabulary which hindered
them from understanding the meaning of the given jumbled
words. Some students knew the meaning of the words and
translated them into Kiswahili or English Language and re-
arranged them by using the structure of the two languages
instead of Chinese Language structure. For example, in item 1,
one of the students wrote £ 45 % B AT £.

In item 2, the students who scored 0 did not master well the uses
of possessive particle & and its position in the sentence. They
also did not know the position of the given words in the sentence
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as a result they re-arranged the jumbled words wrongly. For
example, one student wrote # &9 /2 K L&, thereby placing the
word 7 wrongly in the sentence, instead of its right position that
was before the noun of place L.

Moreover, in item 3, the students who got the item wrong did
not master well the question structure S+ & +N+*%? Some
students used the concept of English Language which made
them to respond incorrectly. For example, one student wrote &
NEEE R EAS?  which shows that the student used the
concept of English that the verb & (is) is usually placed at
begin of a question which is wrong in Chinese.

Furthermore, in item 4, the students who scored 0 did not know
the position of 7 (is) and KJL (where) in the sentence, as a
result they placed 7E in a wrong position. For instance, one of
them wrote 1% K#F)L instead of AREKALPRIL? (Where is
your home?).

Lastly, the students who scored 0 in item 5 knew the structure of
the sentence S+-2+N in which the subject had to have a pronoun
followed by a possessive particle %y. In this sentence the
possessive particle was omitted. In Chinese Language,
possessive particle #J can be omitted when talking about
members of the family. The students were confused because
there was no possessive #J as a result they used the Swahili
meaning, baba, yule ni daktari which was wrong in Chinese
Language (S (Pronun + N) + V + N) and not (N + S (Pronoun
+N) + V+N. For example, some students wrote & & #& 2 & 4
and others 4% & & [& 4. This implies that these students had
insufficient knowledge about Chinese syntax. Extract 4.3 is a
sample of responses from a student with weak performance in
question 4.
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2.2.3

v, &R e .
Lird shi zhdnggud wo rén
Flde: D A2 @ + = (©F:3 @A

FE: O@@®-
bii shi méiguérén shi ni
1. OFRE @£ EA ©r 3 @4
.............. Bl ... 3LV oot ?
. zai jia shanghai Ta de
2 DE @F 2 @r# @k O
tinsangniya rén shi xidohai ' ma
3. DR REA @2 (€N @5
............... BB bl s s s R R R
jia zai ni nier
1 OF 2 @r @K @mi
.............. R T
shi baba ta yishéng
5. O~ @eE €k @ EE
................ gl B 7 S TS - 15 JER 2

Extract 4.3: A sample of weak students’ responses

In Extract 4.3, a sample of responses from the student who re-
arranged all sentences incorrectly.

Question 5: Completing the Sentences by Using the Words
Given in the List

The students were given a question divided into two parts | and
I1, each part had 5 items with 5 marks each, making a total of 10
marks. The students were required to fill the blanks by choosing
the words from given list. The question was derived from the
topic of food. This question tested the students’ ability to use
Chinese vocabulary.

The students’ response analysis shows that, 1,386 (100%)
students attempted the question, out of whom 769 (55.5%)
students scored from 7 to 10 marks which is a good
performance, 444 (32.0 %) students scored from 3 to 6 marks
which is an average performance, and 173 (12.5%) students
scored from 0 to 2 marks which is a weak performance. The
general performance in this question was good since, 1,213
(87.5%) students scored 30% or above. Figure 5 summarizes the
students’ performance in question 5.
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Figure 5: The Percentage of Students’ Performance in Question 5

The data also shows that, 769 (55.5%) students had good
performance as they scored from 7 to 10 marks. These students
had good command of the Chinese Language grammar. They
knew the meaning of the given words and understood the
meaning of the sentences. This helped them to choose correct
answers in all items. For example, in part 1 item 2, the students
chose the correct answer because they knew that the blank space
had to be filled with the verb *5 (to drink). These students
managed to differentiate it from the verb *z (eat). They also
linked the verb *& (to drink) with the object complement 447

(Milk ) because they knew that the verb drink requires an
object complement which has to be in liquid form.

Also, in part 1 item 3, the questions required the student to fill
the blank with the verb »z (eat) in A. They noticed that food is
eaten and not drunk. Most of students responded well to this
question by choosing the correct answer. Moreover, in part 1
item 4, the students who responded correctly to this item were
able to identify the correct answer C 4. (also). These students
were knowledgeable about the Chinese vocabulary, so they
realized that the conjunction 4. had to be inserted because it
was used to express additional information.
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Furthermore, in part 1 item 5, the students who scored full marks
had a good mastery of the Chinese Language sentence structure.
The question required the students to fill the blank space with an
interrogative particle. They identified an interrogative particle of
question which was F %, Lastly, in part 1 item 6, the students
managed to choose the correct answer because they knew that
the blank had to be filled with a noun which was E £ (fish).

In part I, these students also had good performance because
they were familiar with the given words. They wrote correct
responses in most of the blanks. For example, those who scored
full mark in part Il item 1, related the behavior of the /%%
(small cat) and “f43 milk. Thus wrote the correct answer C 4
43 (milk). Also, in part Il item 2, the students were required to
identify who likes noodles and pork. They chose the correct
answer A #+ & (China) because they understood the questions
and the meaning of the alternatives given ¥ E (China) joined
them together with the word A (people/person) to get the noun
# E A (a Chinese).

Moreover, in part 1l item 3, the students who got this item right
knew that the sentence given, had to end with a question mark
and that the interrogative particle needed to be inserted. This
enabled them to identify the correct answer which was D 7%
(and you?). Furthermore, the students who responded correctly
to part Il item 4, had enough vocabulary about the weather. They
were able to relate the correct answer E 85 X (bright day) with

the word T & (raining).

Lastly, in part Il item 5, the students who scored high marks
under this item had good mastery of Chinese Language sentence
structure. The students realized that the correct answer was B 3
X (apple) because they knew that the sentence contained the
verb *z (eat). There was also another kind of fruit which was #
# (banana). This shows that the students had sufficient
vocabulary. Extract 5.1 is a sample of the students’ good
response to question 5.
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. BIARE, BEENEBAK LT, F (—) FpH—MLLH.
F (=) 35

chi he yeé hé yi ma
A "L B "8 c& D #e E#& F =
Jintian zdofan wd chi mianbao 1 dan-

. AR FR A& @a (D) &,

Wo méitian zdoshang nid ndi-
2. % #XF L (B) F W4,
Zuétian wanfan women le mifan:

3. ER R &AM (A) TRR.
Niinai xi huan shuiguds [ C 3 xi huan qi shui-

4. W E 3k KR () Bk A K.

NI yao pinggud ?

5.4 2 EE (F) 2

Ta xihuan nidrdu, bd xi huan

6. EK +H, RE® (E),

# (=) B}

zhdnggué pinggud nivndi ni ne qingtian

A ¥ E B¥E C4H¥H DH® EHE

Xidomao xi huan yé xihuan yi-

L&k (L) LEX &,

rén X huan miantido hé zhiirdu-

2. M AERXR 5k fHA,

W& xi huan chi hiixian, 2

3.REK L# 8, (D)9

Jintian shi, méiydu xid yi-

4. AR A (E), A T @,

W¢ b yao chi, w0 yao xiangjiao:

50 %K% 7w (b)), K& F &,

Extract 5.1: A sample of the students’ good response

In Extract 5.1, a student managed to choose the correct answers
in all items.

Further analysis indicates that 32.0 (444%) students had an
average performance. The students answered correctly in some
items and failed in others. The analysis shows that, students had
partial knowledge about Chinese Language vocabulary. They
also did not understand the meaning of some vocabulary in some
sentences as well as that of some alternatives given. This
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resulted to answering correctly in some items while failing
others. Extract 5.2 is a sample of responses from a student who
performed averagely in question 5.

A, BIEAE., RE4EMNEE AT, F (—) ol Mk

# () e
cht he yeé hé ya ma
A "L B "5 C 4 D #= E & F =5
Jintian zdofan wd chi mianbao j7 dan-

1. 4% TR A @a (D) B&%.,

W6 meitian zdoshang nid nai-

2. K ERF B (B) F .

Zudtian winfan wdmen le mifan-
3. 8%F R B R &A1 (A THRIR.

Nainai xI huan shuigud xi huan qi shui-

4. dndy B KR (g£) E3k AR K.

Ni  yho pinggud ?

5.4 & EE (E) ?

Ta xihuan nidrou, b xi huan

6. 4 F 3k A, TEX (C).

F (=) e,

zhBnggud pinggud nidnai ni ne ginglian

A F H B¥ X CH44% D4H% E B X

Xidomdao xi huan yé xi huan yu-
L BE R (L) LEx% &,

rén xi huan miantidgo hé zhiirdu-

2, (A) AFE sk & & F 4 A,

W6 xihuin chi haixian, ?

3.8 E ok R S, (E) 7

Jmtian shi, méiydu xia yi-

4. HE R (B), BEA F @

W bid yae chi, wo yho xiangjido-

5. R E 2 (M), AE F E.
Extract 5.2: A sample of the students’ average responses

In Extract 5.2, the student wrote correct answer in items | (1 and
2) and items 11 (1 and 2) but failed in the other items.

Furthermore, the students’ response analysis shows that, 173
(12.5%) students performed weakly in this question because
they failed to fill in the blanks with the proper vocabulary. These
students had inadequate knowledge of Chinese vocabulary. They
were not familiar with the alternatives given. They filled the
blanks by picking the words randomly which made them to write
incorrect responses. For example, in part 1l item 1, one student
opted for alternative B 3 % (Apple) which is a type of fruit but
cannot be eaten by a cat.

26



Also, in part 1l item 2, the students who scored 0 did not master
well the vocabulary of nationality. This resulted to choosing
incorrect responses as one of them chose D 4% % (and you)
which had no relation with the word A. Moreover, in part 1l
item 3, the students lacked knowledge on the inerrogative
sentence since, the sentence provided had a question mark (?) at
the end. The suitable word was supposed to be an interrogative
particle which was alternative D 4%%& (and you) but most of
them picked randomly the options which resulted to wrong
responses.

Furthermore, in part Il item 4, the students failed to supply the
correct answer because they had insufficient Chinese vocabulary.
Some of them failed to differentiate between the word & (rain)
and # (fish) because the words have the same pronunciation
but different character and different meaning. The students were
attracted to choose alternative C 245 (milk) because they
thought the sentence talks about food instead of weather.

Lastly, in part Il item 5, the students who scored 0 failed to
identify the correct answer because they did not understand the
meaning of the sentence. Some students selected alternatives E
B X (sunny day) which cannot collocate with the verb *z (eat)
while some of them picked randomly the alternatives answer in
order to fill the blanks. Extract 5.3 is a sample of the students’
weak responses to question 5.
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A, BEBRE, REENEEARET, F (—) Srf—MLl.
(=) ¥y

cht he yé hé yi ma
A B® C& D E& F
Jintian ziofan wo chi mianbao 1T dan-

LAXRFHR AL ®E (D) BE.

W& méitidn zdoshang nid nai-

2. 8 R F L (A) 44,

Zudtian winfan women le mifan:
3. R BARAM (B) TRARK,
Niinai xi huan shuigud xThuan gi shui*

4. i ER KR (F) ER AKX,

NI  yio pinggud ?

5.0 2 EE (E) 7

Ta xihuan nidrdu, b xi huan

6. 1 Ex FH, FER ().

% (=) 5.

zhinggué pinggud nitinai ni ne qingtian

A P E BEE C4¥ DH® E WX

Xidomdo xi huan yé xThuan yi
L. M BER () vEH% 2,

rén x1 huan midntido hé zhiirou-

2. (O AER B &K,

Wo xi hudn chi haixian,

3R AL v S, (A9

Fmtidn shi, méiydu xia yi-

4. AR A (B, 2H4 T @.

Wb bd yao chi, wd yao xiangjido

5. 87 % L (M), A8 £ &,

In Extract 5.3: A sample of the students’ weak responses

In extract 5.3, the student wrote incorrect answers in all items.
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2.3 Section C: Patterns and Vocabulary

This section consisted of three questions: 6, 7 and 8. The students were
required to answer all of them. Each question carried 10 marks,
therefore making a total of 30 marks.

2.3.1 Question 6: Writing the Pinyin for the Given Chinese
Characters

The question had 5 items with 10 words written in Chinese
characters. The students were required to write the Pinyin
(pronunciation of the Chinese word), each item carried 2 marks,
making a total of 10 marks. The question was set from the topic
of School. This question tested the students’ ability to write the
pinyin with their respective tones, initials and finals.

The students’ response analysis shows that, 1,386 (100%)
students attempted the question, out of whom 128 (9.2%)
students scored from 7 to 10 marks which is a good
performance, 238 (17.2%) students scored from 3 to 6 marks
which is an average performance and 1,020 (73.6%) students
scored from 0 to 2 marks which is a weak performance. The
general performance in this question was weak, since 366
(26.4%) students scored 30% or above. Figure 6 summarizes the
students’ performance in question 6.

sScCores

Q-2

Figure 6: The Percentages of the Students’ Performance in Question 6

The students’ response analysis indicates that, 1,020 (73.6%)
students had weak performance as they scored from 0 to 2 marks.
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Some of them copied pinyin from the question paper and wrote
them as answers. For example, one of them wrote (2) pinguo (3)
wo yao (4) xiangjiao (5) waimian (6) keting. Others failed to
mark the correct tones. For example, one of them wrote (2)
difang, (3) huanying (4) xiexie (5) shuéjiao (6) kaféi. Few of the
students wrote pinyin by guessing, for instance, one of them
wrote (2) ta lian (3) méiyou (4) xi wang (5) shi mai (6) shang
wang. Others wrote incomprehensible pinyin as one of them
wrote (2) gia shi (3) ga xue er (4) chuangchuang (5) guosheng
(6) zuohu. A few of them left the blanks unfilled. This implies
that the students had insufficient knowledge on writing pinyin
and characters. Extract 6.1 is a sample of the students’ weak
responses to question 6.

. BT ARIE B
Lird
1 7] dr: o7 Zhonggud
2. M L ETANg o
3. sk ... hubnying. .
4 B RN o
5. BERRE ... shengiao .. .
6.  omeE . kool o .

Extract 6.1: A sample of the students’ weak responses

In Extract 6.1, the student wrote wrong pinyin in all items.

Moreover, the analysis shows that 238 (17.2%) students had an
average performance. They scored from 3 to 6 marks, because
they managed to write correct pinyin in some items and failed in
others. For example, one of them wrote difang in item 2 instead
of difang. The student did not know that fang has no tone. In
item 3, the correct answer was xie xie but most of them marked
the tone xie xie in the second word which generally has no tone.
This shows that the students had partial knowledge on writing
pinyin with their tones. Extract 6.2 is a sample of the student’s
average performance in question 6.
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2N .

A S

2 WE ki B,
Lird
o oneeuod

4o B Zhongg
~

BT ONESNS .
x

g ., .0 N o

BHE RN o

gk Sha\peo .

el Kagel e ,

6.

Extract 6.2: A sample of the students’ average responses

In Extract 6.2, the student wrote correct answers in item 2, 5 and
6 but failed in items 3 and 4.

Even though the analysis shows that the performance was weak
there were few students (9.2%) who had good performance.
They recognized the characters and wrote correct pinyin. This
shows that the students had sufficient knowledge of writing
pinyin with their correct tones. Extract 6.3 is a sample of the
students’ good responses to question 6.

% RF ARIE B

1.
2.
3.
4
5

6.

Lird
#lde:F B Zhonggud
. A4
i&;b"FCm ................. o
Kt .......... Gaulhg. :
’ 4 5
W XX o
5oL\
B MUl 100 :

--------------------------

Extract 6.3: A sample of the students’ good responses

In Extract 6.3, the student wrote correct answers in all items.
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2.3.2 Question 7: Multiple Choices

This question consisted of 5 items, in which the students were
required to fill the blanks by choosing the correct answer and
write its letter in the brackets given. The question was from the
topic of Jobs. This question tested the students’ ability to express
themselves using Chinese Language. In this question, each item
carried 2 marks, making a total of 10 marks.

The analysis indicates that, a total of 1,386 (100%) students
attempted the question, out of whom 455 (32.8%) students
scored from 8 to 10 marks which is a good performance, 735
(53.1%) students scored from 4 to 6 marks which is an average
performance, and 195 (14.1%) students scored from 0 to 2 marks
which is a weak performance. The general performance in this
question was good, since 1,190 (85.9%) students scored 30% or
above. Figure 7 summarizes the students’ performance in
question 7.

Scores
mo-2

4.6

mg-10

53.1%

Figure 7: The Percentages of the Students’ Performance in Question 4

The data analysis indicates that 455 (32.8%) students scored
high marks in this question, that’s from 8 to 10 marks. These
students had sufficient vocabulary and mastered well the
Chinese sentence structure. This enabled them to identify the
correct answers. For instance, in item 1, they chose the correct
answer C "k JL (where) because they knew that the given
sentence was in question form and they had to fill the blank with
an interrogative word of place. They also knew that A #R
(who/that), B "f (which) and D #RJU (there) were not correct
answer because they are not interrogative words of place but
they are demonstrative words.
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In item 2, the students who got the item right identified the
correct answer because they were able to differentiate the given
words which had similar pinyin but having different characters.
They filled the blank with the correct answer which was D #
(do) because the word # (want) and & (do) when joined
together form the verb #24% (want to become). These students

had sufficient knowledge which enabled them to differentiate D
from other alternatives.

Further analysis indicates that, in item 3, the students were given
the verbs and were asked to fill in the blank with the correct verb.
The students who got this item right differentiated the verbs
given because they mastered the structured pattern ... £+ 3.7
+V + N and finally, they wrote the correct answer which was A
"z (eat).

Furthermore, in item 4, the students were required to fill in the
blank with the correct verb. They chose the correct answer D &
(read) because they managed to differentiate the verbs given. For
example, they knew that option A % 3] was not the correct
answer because someone cannot learn a book and that even
alternative B £ (do) was not the correct answer. Likewise, C 3%
(buy) also was not the correct answer because someone cannot
buy books from the library.

Finally, in item 5, the students who scored full mark realized
that the question consisted of a noun /> % (name of a person)
and the adjective = (tall) and this enabled them to know that
the correct word to be filled in the blank was an adverb B 1k
(very) because it explain the way Xiao Long is tall. Extract 7.3 is
a sample of the students’ good responses to question 7.
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. RS, eEEE AR,
Lird  Tashi - gudrén ?
Fldm e’ (A ) A7
ni nd er shei na
A B L C i D A
Ta zii gongzud ?
1. #E (C) T 4 7
na ni ni cr ni er
A AR B C 9pJL D ARJL
Wo xidng hu shi
2. & () 4,
zud zZué Zuo zud
A & B C 1% D %
Xidolong zai fan dian mianbio:
3.0 Ak mE (KD @ e,
chi hé Zud chang
A 7L B " C D "3
Gege zai Cflshﬁ-guéﬂ shii
4 FF £ BEE (D) H.
xué x{ Zzud mai kan
A F73] B % C % D &
Xidohong gdo
5.0 5 () &,
ta hén hdi zai
At B ik C i& D&

Extract 7.3: A sample of the students’ good responses
In Extract 7.3, the student chose the correct answers in all items.

The analysis of data also indicates that, 735 (53.1%) students
scored from 4 to 6 marks, which is an average performance.
These students recognized few vocabulary given and failed in
others. They also knew the meaning of few words while failing
in others. For example, in item 3, some students failed to capture
the sentence structure of the question asked, which was S + & +
Adv. +V + N, hence they made a random selection of options.
These students did not know that the verb *zZ was the correct
answer because there were two nouns %R /& (restaurant) and &

@, (bread) both are concerned with eating.
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Furthermore, some students could not recognize words category
in item 5. These students did not know that the blank had to be
filled with the adverb B f& (very) as the correct answer hence
they opted other alternatives by guessing. Extract 7.1 is a sample
of responses from a student with average performance in
question 7.

e, HAREE ., A EMEIE A E e,
Limi  Tashi gusrén 7
ke M2 (A D) E A2
ni na er shei na

A B L C i D A

Ta zai @ongzud 7
1. 42 (C)Y T 4F 7
na n3 na er na er

A AR B R C =ARJL D ARIL

Wo xidng hi shi
2. 4 # (N)Y .
Zud zud Zud Zudr

A A B ©E C 4 _ D

Midolong zal fan dian muisnbao-

3. A & B CE) @ e
chi he Zud chiing
A TL B 5 C 1 D F

G i tushigudn shi-

Ege zii
4. FF & BHE (B .
xud xi zZud mili kin
A FFZ B & C = D A
Xidohéng ga3o
5. < 2 (O F/.
&1 hen hii zil
A fE B iR C it D&

Extract 7.1: A sample of the students’ average responses

In Extract 7.1, the student chose correct answers in items 1 and 2
but wrote incorrect answers in items 3, 4 and 5.

Further analysis of data shows that, 195 (14.1%) students scored
from 0 to 2 marks which is a weak performance. These students
failed to choose the correct answer because they had insufficient
knowledge of the Chinese syntax. In addition, they did not know
the Chinese word category and their position in the sentence.
This resulted to the randomly selection of the options. For
example, in item 1, most of the students chose options by
guessing because they did not know that the options given had
two types of word categories, interrogative and demonstrative
pronouns both having #) (that). The blank had to be filled with
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the interrogative word of place which was C k)L (where). This
proves that these students had partial knowledge on Chinese
syntax. Extract 7.2 is a sample of weak performed responses to
question 7.

. HARA, mAE IS ER AT,
Lirmd  Tashi gudrén ?

lde e (A ) B A7

na ni er shei ni
A B L C i D #k
Ta zai gongzud 7

1.4 (B)Y © 4 7

na na ni er ni cr
A AR B ¥ C =Rl D ARIL
Wi xiing hii shi

2. 4% 8 (C) .

Zud Zu zud Zud
A A B #f C 1¥ D %
Xidolong zal fan dian mianbio:
3.0 A& mE (D) ® oa.
chi he& Zud chiing
A L B *5 C 1% D g
Géege zii tashiguan shi-
4. FH & BEE (b)) 45,
xué xi Zud mii ki
A F ) B & C x D A&
Xidgohdng gdo
5. 2 () B
13 hen hii ziil
A fk B iR C it D#

Extract 7.2: A sample of the students’ weak responses

In Extract 7.2, the student chose incorrect answers in all items.

2.3.3 Question 8: Writing the Chinese Characters Based on the
Pinyin of the Given Words

In this question, the students were given five items having
pinyin and blanks in which the students were required to write
character according the given pinyin. The question was from the
topic of Hobby. The question had 10 marks. This question
examined the students’ ability to write Chinese characters. The
question was:
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AL ARIE BHE 5 T
Liri WO hul di pmgpangqid, yé hui da lan qiu-

e 2B 4T = & o, () &4 () H,

Ta zai  kanshd

LA A () .

Ta shi Fail git yundong yudn-

2. & () R iE ) ( ) .

. Xigohdng bu xi huan wiang qil

3.0 o O ) o )

Ni de  aihdo yundong ma ?

4. 89 C ) EF B 7

Mama zai gdngyudn li  sanbu-

5.8 ~HEH L C ),

The question was attempted by 1,386 (100%) students, of whom
38 (2.7%) students scored from 7 to 10 marks, which is a good
performance, 638 (46.0%) students scored from 3 to 6 marks
which is an average performance, while 710 (51.2%) students
scored from 0 to 2 marks which is a weak performance. The
students general performance in this question was average, since
676 (48.8%) students scored 30% or above. Figure 8 summarizes
the students’ performance in question 8.

Scores
mD -2
46.0% 51.2% 3-6

m7-10

Figure 8: The Percentages of the Students’ Performance in Question 8

The analysis of data shows that, 638 (46.0%) students had

average performance as they scored from 3 to 6 marks. These

students were able to write some characters correctly while

others failed to write by dropping radical or strokes. For
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example most students wrote correct characters in item 1 and 3
xi and hao and failed other items. These students grasped well
characters with their respective radical, strokes as well as pinyin.
This knowledge helped them to comprehend the pinyin given
and wrote the correct character. Extract 8.2 is a sample of the
students’ average performance in question 8.

[ 1 -
e 2 3 4 5

y¢ |lin |Kan shi |zd |yudn |xi |wing |2 |hio | San |bu

CE B F AR T

Extract 8.1: A sample of the students’ average responses

In Extract 8.1, the student wrote correct characters &, 5, M
and % but failed others.

Further analysis indicates that, 710 (51.2%) students scored
from 0 to 2 marks, which is a weak performance. These students
failed to write Chinese character because they had insufficient
knowledge on how to observe the strokes while writing
characters. Some of them added some strokes while others
dropped some of them which resulted into writing incorrect
characters. For example, in item 1, the students were required to
write characters & 45 (read a book), Most of them wrote
incorrect characters such as ® 77 % % and ## f 7
This indicates that, these students did not master well different
characters and their strokes.

Moreover, the students who scored 0 in item 2, failed to identify
the correct character as some of them added some strokes. For
instance, one of them wrote & (is) instead of &, he or she
wrote H instead of @, #f instead of & and &, ;T and &
instead of 5 because they could not differentiate the characters
pronounced in the same way. Others omitted some strokes as
one of them wrote N. In item 3, the students had to write the
character & and M. The students who scored 0 in this item
failed to write correctly the strokes. For instance, some of them
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wrote & % 3 and ™ JF7, others wrote X instead of i.
They failed to differentiate the characters with the same
pronunciation. This implies that these students did not master
well different pinyin and their characters.

Furthermore, the students who scored 0 in items 4 and 5 wrote
incorrect characters because most of them dropped some strokes
and wrote incorrect characters. These students had inadequate
Chinese vocabulary and insufficient knowledge of Chinese
basic strokes and stroke order which made them to write
incorrect characters. For example, in item 5, the correct answer
was # ¥ (to take a walk) as opposed to incomplete characters
written by students and which were largely missing some
strokes or radicals, others wrote = A~ because they were
familiar with the way the word is pronounced but they could not
write its character. Few of them copied the characters from the
question paper and wrote them as answers. Extract 8.3 is a
sample of responses from the students who performed weakly in
question 8.

y¢ |lin |kan |shi |zd |yudn |xi |wing |4 |hio | Sin |bl

EE D v EELEE 8 B=F

—1

Extract 8.3: A sample of the students’ weak responses

In Extract 8.3, the student wrote incorrect characters in all items.

Even though, most of students had weak performance in this
question, but there were few students who had good
performance 38 (2.7%). These students had adequate Chinese
vocabulary and sufficient Chinese writing skills which helped
them to write the correct Chinese characters. For example, in
item 4 and 5, the students wrote such correct answer as %
(hobby) and # ¥ (to take a walk). This implies that these
students had sufficient knowledge of how to write characters.
Extract 8.3 is a sample of the students’ good response to
question 8.
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Li ri
L

|y Jlan kin [shi | zi |yodn |xi |wing |4 [hao | San | by

Lt Bls R EA 5% E

Extract 8.2: A sample of the students’ good responses

In Extract 8.2, the student wrote correct characters in all items.

2.4 Section D: Composition

This section comprised two questions; question 9 and 10. Question 9
consisted of 5 jumbled sentences and the students were required to
re-arrange them into meaningful paragraph. Question 10 had 5 words
out of which the students were required to create sentences. Each
question carried 10 marks. The section had a total of 20 marks.

2.4.1 Question 9: Jumbled sentences

The question had 5 jumbled sentences which the students were
required to re-arrange into meaningful paragraph. They had to
write the corresponding letters in the table provided. Each
sentence carried 2 marks, hence making a total of 10 marks. The
question was derived from the topic of Nature. It tested the
students’ ability to organize ideas logically in the Chinese
Language. The question was as follows:

H. HT@OFEHHS, HREL, AP —HLELH,
W& xi huan mio, ba ba hé mama xihuan géu-
LA KER M, EEABBER B .

Women jiiyﬁﬁ liing zhT xiio mao hé yI zhl xifo gou-

B &M EH W R b HH—2A I .,
Xiéo mao hé xifio gdu xithuan he nid ndi-

C N fE A B Ek B A5
Wo jia you si kdu rén

D &EAFE2 A,

Jig jie y& xihuan mo-

E dd b Bak B .

you baba, mama, jig jie hé wd-

HEE, B, sl de Ko

=l

i

—.

vl
wE
o
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The analysis shows that 1,386 (100%) students attempted the
question, out of whom 705 (50.9 %) students scored from 8 to
10 marks which is a good performance, 457 (33.0%) students
scored from 4 to 6 marks which is an average performance, and
224 (16.2%) students scored from 0 to 2 marks which is a weak
performance. The general performance in this question was
good, since 1,162 (83.8 %) students scored 30% or above. Figure
9 summarizes the students’ performance in question 9.

100

% %0 -
= 80
-
= 7
-]
g ?g‘ 50.9
& 40 - 33.0
g 30
2 20 16.2
0 - : :
0-2 4-6 §-10

Score

Figure 9: The Percentages of the Students’ Performance in Question 9

The data shows that 705 (50.9 %) students had good
performance as they scored from 8 to 10 marks, which is a good
performance. They managed to re-arrange correctly the
sentences and wrote a logical paragraph. These students had
enough vocabulary, and noted the flow of ideas as a result they
wrote answers correctly. Extract 9.1 is a sample of the students’
good response to question 9.

I | 2 3 4 5 6
DI r B A F ¢

Extract 9.1: is a sample of the students’ good responses

In Extract 9.1, the student re-arranged correctly all the items.

Further analysis indicates that 457 (33.0%) students had an

average performance as they scored from 4 to 6 marks. This

indicates that the students re-arranged logically few sentences

and failed others. Most of them managed to re-arrange item 2
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24.2

and 6 and failed in items 3, 4 and 5. The analysis reveals that
these students had insufficient vocabulary. They knew the
meaning of some sentences but failed to capture the meaning of
others sentences. Extract 9.2 is a sample of responses from a
student who performed averagely in question 9.

1 2 3 4 5 6

b T A B | E |C

Extract 9.2: A sample of the students’ average responses

In Extract 9.2, the student re-arranged correctly items 2, 5 and 6
but failed items 3 and 4.

Furthermore, the analysis indicates that 224 (16.2%) students scored
from 0 to 2 marks showing weak performance. They failed to re-
arrange the jumbled sentences because they could not grasp the
meaning of the sentences, this hindered them from re-arranging the
sentences correctly. This implies that they lacked vocabulary to
organize their ideas. Extract 9.3 is a sample of the students’ weak
performance in question 9.

Ly 2 3 | 4 | 5 | 6
Dl g A | E | C

Extract 9.3: A sample of the students’ weak responses

=

In Extract 9.3, the student re-arranged incorrectly all the items.

Question 10: Writing a Composition

In this question, the students were given 5 words derived from the
topic of Housing. They were required to create 5 sentences
according to the words given by using Chinese characters. The
question tested the students’ ability to use simple Chinese sentences
to express themselves. The question was as follows:
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+. REBALRFARTE S 9,
Gege nd liang fangjian féng zi xi huan

+5, i, 7, B BT, E R

Lirg Na bl shiwd biba shiwd yéye.

Wid: MARKEE, REAF T

The total of 1,386 (100%) students attempted the question, of whom
487 (35.2%) students scored from 7 to 10 marks which is a good
performance, 485 (35.0%) students scored from 3 to 6 marks which
is an average performance and 413 (29.8%) students scored from O
to 2 marks which is a weak performance. The general performance
in this question was good, since 972 (70.2%) students scored 30% or
above. Figure 10 summarizes the students’ performance in question
10.

Scores

w0 -2
3 -6

=7 10

35 0%

Figure 10: The Percentages of Students’ Performance in Question 10

The data indicates that 485 (35.0%) students had good performance
as they scored from 7 to 10 marks. These students managed to create
sentences because they had sufficient vocabulary and they
understood the meaning of the words given and their uses. They also
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mastered well the Chinese Language Characters and sentence
structure. This enabled them to express themselves in the Chinese
Language. Extract 10.1 is a sample of the students’ good responses
to question 10.

Extract 10.3: A sample of the students’ good responses

In Extract 10.3, the student wrote the sentences correctly using
characters.

Further data analysis shows that, 485 (35.0%) students had an
average performance as they scored from 3 to 6 marks. This was due
to the fact that they failed to write some sentences correctly. Some
of them were able to use some vocabularies and failed on others. On
the other hand, some students failed to write some Chinese
characters. Similarly, there were students who wrote illogical
sentences because they had partial knowledge of sentence structure.
Extract 10.2 is a sample of an average performance in question 10.

ege xVhuan mace
Lo B R A
v _ v —
Wp Ji&a You \.\éir\q mac
2, JKOE.ROFLLA Ho
W e gé’q v chg_) tean
3. EKE R A

Extract 10.2: A sample of the students’ average responses

In Extract 10.2, the student wrote correct answers in items 1 and 5
but he/she missed measure words in items 2 and 3, thus he/she
ended up scoring half a mark. He/she wrote incorrect answer in item
4.
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Moreover, the data shows that, 413 (29.8%) students performed
weakly by scoring from 0 to 2 marks. These students had
insufficient knowledge about Chinese vocabularies and sentence
structures. Some of them did not understand the requirement of the
question. Others copied words from the question paper and formed
incomprehensible sentences. Few of them wrote sentences using
incorrect pinyin instead of using characters. There were also some
students who left the blanks unfilled. Extract 10.3 is a sample of the
students’ weak responses to question 10.

1. e e

...............................................................

2. M:jm YO lgafga

.................................................................

«. Xigomae._he. Kl guasihuan e muaed
5. 'iUO x1 Puen mao

........................................................................

e
<
W)
=D
Q
S
<
5
S~y
S

Extract 10.2: A sample of the students’ weak responses

In Extract 10.2, the student wrote incorrect sentences with pinyin.

3.0 STUDENTS’ PERFORMANCE IN DIFFERENT TOPICS

The analysis of the students’ responses in various topics indicates that the
general performance in 2021 was good, even though there were topics which
increased and others dropped in some percentages compared to the 2020
FTNA’s performance. The data reveals that the topics of Language Use
increased by 16.4% and Composition increased by 17.5%. While the topics of
Comprehension decreased by 15.8% and Patterns and Vocabulary decreased
by 1.1%. The summary is shown in Appendices | and II.

The students’ response analysis shows that the topic of Comprehension
(question number 1), Language Use (question number 3, 4 and 5), Patterns
and Vocabulary (question number 7) and Composition (question number 9
and 10) were well performed. The good performance was attributed by
students’ sufficient knowledge on comprehension, structure of Chinese
grammar and ability to answer the questions according to the requirements.
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Furthermore, the topics of Patterns and Vocabulary (question 8),
Comprehension (question number 2) were performed averagely. This
performance was due to the students’ partial knowledge of Chinese grammar
and vocabulary.

Further analysis indicates that the topic of Patterns and vocabulary (question
6), had weak performance because, the students had insufficient knowledge
about characters writing, strokes and radicals, pinyin, initials, finals and tones.

In the report, the students’ performance on different topics is categorized in
three categories, namely good, average and weak performance. These
categories represented by three colours: green, yellow and red colour,
respectively, as shown in Appendices | and I1.

CONCLUSION

Generally, the students’ performance in the Form Two National Assessment
in Chinese Language 2021 was good because 73.3 per cent of the students
passed. For example, the topic of composition has increased from average
(59.5%) to good (77.0%). Also, most of the students had enough vocabulary.

Nevertheless, the analysis shows that, there were students who had weak
performance. These students had insufficient vocabulary which hindered
them from expressing themselves in the Chinese Language. They also had
insufficient knowledge and skills pertaining to the topics tested. In addition,
they were unable to apply the Chinese grammatical rules and principles. For
example, the topic of Patterns and vocabulary (question 6) was weakly
performed (26.4%) due to the fact that some students had insufficient
vocabulary, knowledge about writing Chinese pinyin.

RECOMMENDATIONS

For better improvement of the students' performance in the Chinese Language

subject, it is recommended that:

(@) Teachers should guide students on how to write basic strokes while
writing Chinese characters by giving them more writing exercises.

(b) Teachers are recommended to guide students on how to write pinyin
especially the tone marking rule, initials, finals and syllables by giving
them more writing exercises pertaining to those aspects.
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(©)

(d)

Teachers are recommended to guide students on how to write a
composition by giving them pictures, time table, cards, maps and
simple titles.

Teachers are also recommended to encourage students to read more
passages for better improvement of their vocabulary and grammar by
giving them simple texts.
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APPENDIX I:  Summary of the Students’ Performance per Topic for the Chinese
Language Subject in FTNA 2021
% of Students % of Students
on who Scored an who Scored an
S/N Topic Numt.Jer Average of 30 Average of 30 Remarks
Percent or Above | Percent or Above
in each Question in each Topic

Patterns and
Vocabulary

48

Average




Comparison Summary of the Students’ Performance per Topic
for 2020 and 2021

APPENDIX II:

2021

Syleway

9A0QY J0 1U82JI3d
0€ JO abelany Ue palods
OYM SIUapnIS Jo abejuadiad

suonsang Jo JsquinN

aido |

Patterns and
Vocabulary

2020

SHIeway

9A0QY J0 1Ud2JI3d
0€ 0 abelany ue paiods
OYM SIUBpNIS Jo abejuadiad

suonsand 4o JaquinN

aido |

Patterns and
Vocabulary
Composition

3
4,

N/S
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