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FOREWORD 
 

The National Examinations Council of Tanzania has prepared this report to 

give feedback on the Standard Four National Assessment of the 2021. The 

Standard Four National Assessment results are used to evaluate pupils' 

competencies in the use of the English Language on different occasions.  

This Pupils' Items Response Analysis Report (PIRA) on Standard Four 

National Assessment (SFNA) in 2021 provides feedback to pupils, 

teachers, parents, policy makers and all education stakeholders on the 

pupils' performance in the English Language subject. It describes the 

factors that made the pupils to perform well and the challenges they faced 

in using their competencies. The analysis indicates that the pupils with 

good performance managed to identify the questions' requirements. They 

also possessed writing skills, sufficient knowledge of grammatical rules, and 

good basic vocabulary to use in different situations. They also managed to 

comprehend written information. In contrast, the pupils who scored low 

marks failed to identify the requirements of the questions. They also lacked 

enough competency in the assessed areas.  

 

The National Examinations Council of Tanzania (NECTA) expects that the 

feedback provided in this report will be useful for education stakeholders. It 

will help them to identify the challenges faced by the pupils and take 

appropriate measures to improve pupils' performance in the English 

Language subject at this level. It will also help teachers and pupils to 

improve the teaching and learning of the English Language subject. 

 

The Council would like to thank the Examinations officers and all those who 

in one way or another have worked tirelessly to prepare this report. 

 

Dkt. Charles E. Msonde 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
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1.0 INTRODUCTION  

The English Language Standard Four National Assessment (SFNA) 

was conducted on 28th and 29th November 2021. A total of 1,681,769 

pupils were registered for the SFNA assessment, whereas 1,560,935 

(92.82%) sat for the assessment. The SFNA statistics indicate that 

1,138,452 (72.94%) pupils passed the assessment indicating that this 

year's performance has decreased by 3.44 per cent, compared to the 

2020 English Language Assessment, whereby a total of 1,828,265 

pupils were registered for the assessment; 1,702,837 (93.16%) sat 

for the assessment and 1,300,497 (76.38%) passed. 

 

The English Language assessment paper consisted of five (5) 

sections: A, B, C, D and E. The first four (4) sections comprised 

objective questions, and the last section which was E, comprised a 

short answer question, making a total of five (5) questions. 

 

This paper tested different language areas in each section, as 

follows: Section A, five (5) dictation items; section B, five (5) 

vocabulary items; Section C, five (5) grammar items; Section D, five 

(5) composition items and Section E, five (5) comprehension items.  

 

The pupils' performance on each question was categorised according 

to their range of performance as follows: poor performance, ranged 

from 0 to 2.5; average performance, ranged from 3 to 6; good 

performance from 6.5 to 9.5 marks; and very good performance was 

10 marks.  

Each question in this assessment weighed 10 marks, with items 

weighing 2 marks each. However, in Question 1, each correctly 

written word was awarded half a mark (0.5). The analysis indicates 
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the number and the percentage of the pupils who correctly answered 

the questions and those who incorrectly answered them. In such 

instances, the percentage from 0 to 33 per cent indicates poor 

performance, 34 to 66 indicates average performance, while 67 to 

100 indicates good performance. Charts and graphs are also 

attached to indicate the pupils' performance on each question. 

Moreover, colours in graphs, tables and charts are used to represent 

the pupils' performance: Red represents poor performance; yellow 

stands for average performance; light green indicates good 

performance and green indicates very good performance. 

 

2.0 ANALYSIS OF PUPILS’ RESPONSES TO THE ITEMS 

 

2.1 SECTION A: DICTATION 
 

This question required the pupils to listen to a dictation containing five 

sentences with four words each. The invigilator read the sentences 

aloud while the pupils were listening and writing them down correctly. 

All five sentences were in the statement form as follows:  

(i) His baby looks sick. 

(ii) Put your books there. 

(iii) Those are our teachers. 

(iv) We caused the accident. 

(v) They are watching television. 

 

This question tested listening and writing skills. It required the pupil to 

show the ability to use punctuation marks, capital letters at the 

beginning of the sentences, commas and full stops, together with 

proper spelling. 
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Responding to this question, the pupils had to write words that rhyme 

with the words read by the invigilator.  

Generally, the pupils' performance on this question was poor since 

367,404 (23.5%) scored from 03 to 10 marks allotted to this question. 

These pupils managed to write 6 to 20 words correctly. The pupils 

who performed averagely (from 03 to 06 marks) were 230,588 

(14.8%). These pupils wrote only 6 to 12 words correctly from the 

sentences read. A total of 96,674 (6.2%) pupils had good 

performance; they were competent in listening and writing as they 

scored from 6.5 to 9.5 marks by correctly writing 13 to 19 words. 

However, only 40,142 (2.6%) pupils wrote 20 words correctly and 

scored 10 marks. These pupils were competent and had a good 

command of the English language in terms of listening and writing 

skills. Figure 1 summarises the pupils' performance on Question 1. 

 

 

 Figure 1: Pupils' performance on Question 1 
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Analysis shows that the pupils who scored 10 marks could correctly 

write the five sentences and use the punctuation marks accordingly. 

Those pupils also employed capital letters at the beginning and full 

stops at the end of the sentences. Extract 1 is a sample of good 

responses to Question 1. 

 

 Extract 1.1: A sample of pupils' correct responses to Question 1 

In Extract 1.1, the pupil wrote each of the five sentences consisting of 

four words correctly. This pupil observed the punctuation marks such 

as full stops at the end of each sentence and capital letters at the 

beginning. 

However, the pupils who had average performance correctly wrote 

only 6 to 12 words. These pupils failed to spell out some words 

correctly in the sentences. Extract 1.2 illustrates a sample response of 

a pupil who performed averagely on Question 1. 
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 Extract 1.2: A sample of average responses to Question 1 

In Extract 1.2, the pupil correctly wrote 10 words out of 20 in the given 

sentences. This pupil faced challenges in spelling out words correctly; 

she/he spelt some words such look instead of looks, but instead of 

put, watch instead of watching and a instead of are. 

Other pupils failed to write the words in the English language 

correctly. These pupils wrote English words as they are pronounced in 

Swahili language. Examples are bebi, theia and wachingi others wrote 

Swahili words such as mama and sema. Some pupils wrote 

meaningless words such as Visemg, mugi and mguwi. These pupils 

lacked both listening and writing skills. Extract 1.3 is a sample of the 

correct responses to Question 1. 

 

   Extract 1.3: A sample of the incorrect responses to Question 1 
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In Extract 1.3, the pupil wrote only a few words correctly like the and 

they. The pupil faced difficulties in writing English words as they were 

read. In such instances, he/she wrote many words that did not make a 

sentence meaningful. 

 

2.2 SECTION B: VOCABULARY 

This section had one question with five multiple-choice items and they 

tested pupil's competency in using Vocabulary in different contexts. 

The pupils were given choices A to D. They were required to choose 

the most correct answer and write its letter in the box provided. 

Generally, the pupils' performance on this question was average. A 

total of 826,640  pupils (53%) scored from 3 to 10 marks (Average - 

Very good). These pupils identified the correct answers and wrote 

their letters in the boxes provided. 

Further analysis indicates that 734,322  pupils (47%) scored from 0 to 

2.5 marks, indicating poor performance. These experienced 

challenges in using various English vocabularies in day to day 

communication. Those who scored from 3 to 6 marks were 636,673 

(40.8%) indicating average performance. However, 108,838 (7%) 

scored from 6.5 to 9.5 marks, indicating good performance. Some 

pupils scored all 10 marks, indicating very good performance. These 

were 81,129 (5.2%) of all the pupils who sat for this assessment. 

Figure 2 illustrates this analysis. 
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Figure 2: Pupils' Performance on Question 2 

The following five multiple-choice items required the pupils to choose 

the most correct answer from the given alternatives: 

 

(i) My father flies aeroplanes. He is 

A a pilot 

B a driver 

C a parrot 

D a captain 

This item required the pupils to show their ability to use various 

vocabularies to describe everyday simple related occupations. The 

correct answer was A (a pilot). The pupils who chose the correct 

answer understood that the term refers to a person who operates the 

controls of an aircraft, especially as an occupation. In contrast, the 

pupils who chose B (a driver) did not realise that the term refers to a 

person who drives a vehicle. Those who selected C (a parrot) did not 

know that the noun "parrot" denotes a tropical bird with a curved beak. 
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Other pupils chose D (a captain). These did not realise that the term 

"captain" refers to a person in charge of a ship or commercial aircraft. 

 

(ii) A female parent is 

A your sister 

B your aunt  

C your mother 

D your niece 

This item tested pupil's ability to develop and use vocabulary based 

on family relations as they are used in everyday life. The correct 

answer to this item was C (your mother). Those who chose the correct 

answer understood that the word "mother" means the biological 

female parent of a child. The pupils who chose A (your sister) did not 

know that it refers to a female blood-related born by both or one of 

one's parents. Those who chose B (your aunt) were not aware that 

the term "aunt" which refers to the sister of one's father or mother. The 

pupils who chose D (your niece) did not understand that the word 

niece means a daughter of one's brother or sister. Therefore, the 

pupils who chose the incorrect responses were not knowledgeable 

about family related vocabulary items. 

 

(iii) He stole my car last night. Therefore, he is 

A a thief 

B a chef 

C a chief 

D a cheater 

This item assessed pupil's ability to use vocabulary related to what 

people do. The correct response was A (a thief). The pupils who 
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selected the correct answer understood that a person who steals 

people's properties is known as a thief. Those who chose B (a chef) 

did not recognise that the word "chef" means a person who is a 

professional cook in a hotel. In contrast, the pupils who chose C (a 

chief) were not aware that the term "chief" refers to a traditional ruler 

of a certain tribe or clan. Moreover, the pupils who selected D (a 

cheater) did not know that the expression means one who acts 

dishonestly to gain an advantage. 

 

(iv) Hawa’s young brother likes sugar because it is  

A sour 

B sweet 

C sweat 

D bitter 

This item tested pupil's ability to develop and use vocabulary which 

indicate different tastes of food. In such instances, the correct answer 

was B (sweet). The pupils who chose the correct option understood 

that the word "sweet" means something that has a pleasant taste 

characteristic of sugar or honey. However, the pupils who chose A 

(sour) means something that has an acid taste like lemon or vinegar. 

Those who selected C (sweat) did not realise that the word "sweat" 

means moisture exuded through the pores of the skin, typically in 

profuse quantities as a reaction to heat, physical exertion, fever or 

fear. The pupils who selected incorrect option D (bitter) did not 

understand that "bitter" means having a sharp, pungent taste or smell; 

not sweet. 
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(v) If a watch reads 06:12, therefore it is 

A six minutes past twelve o’clock 

B twelve minutes to six o’clock 

C six minutes to twelve o’clock 

D twelve minutes past six o’clock 

This item tested pupil's ability to read and use vocabulary related to 

telling time. The correct answer was D (twelve minutes past six 

o’clock). The pupils who chose the correct answer understood that, 

with minutes 1-30, the word "past" is used to indicate minutes after the 

hour. They also understood that, in reading time, the hour precedes 

the minutes. The pupils who selected incorrect response A (six 

minutes past twelve o’clock) did not know how to tell time in English, 

as minutes come before hours. Those who chose B (twelve minutes to 

six o’clock) failed to realise that the preposition "to" is used to indicate 

minutes (31-59) to the next hour. Moreover, those who opted for 

option C (six minutes to twelve o’clock) did not realise that "to" is used 

with minutes 31-59 to indicate minutes before the hour. Therefore, the 

pupils who chose the incorrect answers were incompetent in telling 

time in the English language. 

 

2.3 SECTION C : GRAMMAR  

This section consisted of one question with five items that required the 

pupils to fill in the blanks by choosing the correct words that 

represents an appropriate tense in the sentence, article or preposition. 

provided in the brackets. The question tested their ability to apply 

syntactic and grammatical rules of the English language. 
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The general performance on this question was average. This is 

because 763,707 pupils (48.9%) scored from 3 to 10 marks, ranging 

from average to very good performance. 

Further analysis shows that 797,255  pupils (51.1%) scored from 0 to 

2.5 marks, which is poor performance. Besides, 565,760 pupils 

(36.2%) had average performance; they scored from 3 to 6 marks. In 

addition, 123,769  pupils (7.9%) had good performance on this 

question as they scored from 6.5 to 9.5 marks. Lastly,74,178  pupils 

(4.8%) scored all the 10 marks allotted in this question, indicating very 

good performance. Figure 3 summarises the pupils' performance on 

this question. 

 

  Figure 3: Pupils' Performance on Question 3 

Figure 3 indicates that 48.9 per cent of pupils attained average to very 

good performance on this question (from 3 to 10 marks). These pupils 

were proficient in writing simple short texts which explain different 

events in different situations. Extract 2.1 is a sample of the correct 

responses to the question.  
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Extract 2.1: A sample of the pupils' correct responses to Question 3 

In Extract 2.1, the pupil correctly responded to all five items. The 

responses indicate that he/she was competent and applied 

grammatical rules in answering this question. 

However, pupils with poor performance on this question were 

incompetent in applying grammatical rules to complete the sentences. 

These pupils lacked skills in communicating simple ideas correctly. 

Extract 2.2 shows a sample of the incorrect responses to Question 3. 

 

 Extract 2.2: A sample of the incorrect responses to Question 3 

In Extract 2.2, the pupil failed to respond correctly to all the four items. 

The responses suggest that the pupil was incompetent in writing 

simple short texts according to the context of each sentence. The 

pupil wrote incorrect words which did not agree with the structures of 
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the sentences provided in all items. The pupil also failed to use the 

choices provided in the brackets; he/she misplaced the choices in the 

given items. 

The following is the analysis of items (i) to (v), which required the 

pupils to fill in the blanks with the correct words in the brackets. 

 

(i) She ________________ (visit, visited, visiting) me yesterday. 

This item tested the pupil's ability to express events that happened in 

the past. The pupils who wrote the correct answer (visited) understood 

that the action was performed the previous day. These pupils 

understood that the presence of the word "yesterday" in the sentence 

indicates that the action occurred in the past; thus, the verb "visited" 

was suitable for the sentence. The pupils who wrote the incorrect 

answer (visit) did not understand that the verb "visit" is used to 

express habitual or repeated actions done at the present time Simple 

Present Tense. It is also used with first person, second person, and 

third person plural pronouns or nouns. Those who provided the 

incorrect response (visiting) did not understand that the verb "visiting" 

is used to express ongoing actions or activities, whether in the 

present, past or future time. In such instances, visiting is used with the 

verbs to be (is, was, are, and were). Therefore, those who chose the 

wrong answers did not know how to inflect English verbs for the past 

tense. 

 

(ii) I think I left my pen in ________________ (a, the, an)  

  kitchen. 



 

14 
 

This item tested pupil's ability to use articles appropriately. The pupils 

who wrote the correct answer (the) understood that, the article "the" is 

used to mention or to point a unique thing that is found in a particular 

place (very specific) such as in the house, as in I think I left my pen in 

the kitchen. On the contrary, the pupils who wrote incorrect article "a" 

and "an" did not understand that the articles (a and an) are used to 

indicate an item that is not unique and words which start with vowels 

(a, e, i, o and u) 

 

(iii) How ________________ (many, much, any) sugar does she 

  want? 

This item tested pupil's ability to correctly use quantifiers such as 

many, much and any to express quantity. The correct response was 

(much). The pupils who provided the correct quantifier "much" 

understood that the word "much" is used to indicate uncountable 

nouns, such as sugar, salt, sand and flour.  

Those who selected the incorrect option "many" did not understand 

that the word "many" is used with countable nouns, such as houses, 

cars and people. 

 

Other pupils opted for the word "any". These did not know that "any". 

is used in either negative or question form to express a particular 

incidence as in Do you have any sugar left? Further, the term "any" is 

used with both countable and uncountable nouns to ask questions or 

negate statements. 

 

(iv) I wake up ________________ (at, in, on) 5:00 a.m. every  

  morning. 
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This item tested pupil's ability to tell the time. The correct response to 

the item was (at). The pupils who wrote the correct answer realised 

that the preposition of time "at" is used to indicate a particular or 

specific time.  

The pupils who wrote incorrect response (in) did not understand that 

the preposition of time "in" indicates parts of the day like morning, 

afternoon and evening as in I visited john in the morning. Those who 

responded with incorrect response (on) did not know that the 

preposition of time "on" indicates days of the week like Monday, 

Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday and Sunday. 

 

(v) An elephant is ________________ (big, bigger, biggest) than 

  a lion. 

This item tested pupil's ability to use adjectives to compare things. 

The correct response to this item was (bigger). The pupils who 

provided the correct answer were knowledgeable about the rules and 

structure used to form the comparative degree of adjective in a 

sentence. These pupils understood that the adjective "bigger" is used 

to compare two similar things as in Tanzania is bigger than Kenya.  

Conversely, the pupils who wrote the incorrect response (big) did not 

realise that the positive comparative adjective "big" is not used to 

compare things but to describe quantity as in My house is big. Those 

who wrote the incorrect response (biggest) did not understand that the 

superlative degree of comparison "biggest" compares a subject to a 

group of objects as in Mariam has the biggest house in the town. 
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2.4 SECTION D: COMPOSITION  

This section had one question with a composition of five sentences. 

Each sentence had one blank space to be filled so as to bring 

meaning. The question tested pupil's ability to communicate simple 

ideas through writing. In answering this question, the pupils were 

required to supply words provided in the box that could complete the 

sentence and make it meaningful.  

The following are the words in the box and the composition that was 

to be completed. 

First aid, injection, poisonous, bit, play, walking, loudly 

 

One day I was ___________ in the forest. A snake ___________ me 

on my foot. I cried ___________ and my friends came. They gave me 

___________ and took me to hospital. At the hospital, the doctor said 

that the snake which had bitten me was very ___________ I was 

treated and returned home. 

 

The overall performance on this question was poor since 282,348  

pupils (18.1%) scored from 3 to 10 marks. Moreover, 1,278,614  

pupils (81.9%) failed; they scored from 0 to 2.5 out of 10 the marks 

allotted to this question. 

Further analysis indicates that 182,653 pupils (11.7%) performed 

averagely; they scored from 3 to 6 marks. These pupils answered 

correctly only 2 or 3 items. A total of 36,150  pupils (2.3%) who 

answered 4 items correctly demonstrated good performance (from 6.5 

to 9.5 marks). Moreover, 63,545 pupils (4.1%) scored 10 marks, 

indicating very good performance. These pupils answered correctly all 

five items in this section. Figure 4 summarises the pupils' performance 

on this question. 
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   Figure 4: Pupils' performance on Question 4 

The analysis shows that the pupils who performed well on this 

Question used words correctly when communicating simple ideas 

through writing. Those pupils selected appropriate words from the box 

and wrote them in the spaces provided to make meaningful 

sentences. Extract 3.1 is a sample of the correct responses to this 

question. 

 

 Extract 3.1: A sample of the correct responses to Question 4 

In Extract 3.1, the pupil wrote words which agree with the sentences 

provided. His/her responses indicate that he/she had adequate 
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proficiency in using English words to create meaningful sentences to 

make a complete composition. 

The pupils who chose the correct words in this item understood that 

the first blank space required the verb walking because it comes after 

the auxiliary verb was to express a past continuous event. Those 

whose response was wrong did not know that was is followed by an 

ing-verb to indicate the past continuous tense. The pupils’ correct 

response to this item shows their ability to apply the correct English 

verb forms. 

The second sentence required the pupils to use the past form of the 

word "bite" which is "bit" as the story is told in the past tense. 

Moreover, the pupils who responded correctly to the third sentence 

understood that a person who cries for help will always cry loudly so 

as to be heard. In the fourth blank space, the pupils who answered 

correctly by choosing "first aid" realised that the  first and immediate 

assistance given to any person suffering from either a minor or 

serious illness or injury before taken to hospital is called first aid. In 

the last blank space the pupils who chose the correct answer 

"poisonous" recognised that the word very is mostly followed by an 

adjective, and the adjective that was suitable in the sentence was 

poisonous.  

However, those who chose the incorrect responses lacked skills in 

organising the English words to complete the sentences. 

As regards, the pupils whose performance was poor (0 to 2 marks), 

they responded correctly to either none or to only 1 item due to 

incompetency in communicating through writing simple short texts that 
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explain different events using guided text. Extract 3.2 is a sample of 

the wrong responses to this question. 

 

 Extract 3.2: A sample of responses to Question 4 

 

In Extract 3.2, the pupil wrote words that disagree with the sentences 

provided. The answers he/she wrote suggest that he/she lacked 

writing skills in presenting simple ideas.  

 

2.5 SECTION E: COMPREHENSION  

This section had one question, with five short answer items. The 

question assessed pupil's ability to read intensively and comprehend 

written information. It required them to read the given passage 

carefully and answer the questions with reference to the passage they 

have read. 

The overall performance on this question was poor because most 

pupils failed to read and comprehend what was intended; hence, only 

310,326 pupils (19.9%) scored from 3 to 10 marks (from average to 

very good performance).  

In contrast, 1,250,636  pupils (80.1%) scored from 0 to 2.5 marks 

(Poor performance); 239,866 pupils (15.4%) had average 
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performance as they scored 3 to 6 marks. In addition, 33,838  pupils 

(2.2%) scored 8 marks by providing correct responses to 4 items, 

indicating good performance. Besides, 36,622  pupils (2.3%) scored 

10 marks as they supplied the correct answers to all five items, 

indicating very good performance. Figure 5 illustrates the pupils' 

performance on this question. 

 

  Figure 5: Pupils' performance on Question 5 

The following passage was given. 

 

One day, Mr. Hyena was invited to two parties. Mr. Elephant had a 

birthday and Mr. Lion had a wedding. Mr. Hyena wanted to attend 

both parties because he was greedy. He first went to the wedding and 

found that the food was not ready. They were very busy cooking. He 

decided to go to the birthday party. When he reached there, he found 

all guests had finished eating. So, he decided to run back to the 

wedding ceremony. Again he found that they had already finished all 

the food. 

 

The following is the analysis of the five items that were given to the 

pupils to respond according to the passage they had read. 

(i) Who invited the Hyena? 

___________________________________________ 
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In this item, the pupils were required to identify someone that invited 

Mr. Hyena. The correct response to this item was Mr. Lion and Mr. 

Elephant. The pupils who answered the question correctly read the 

text and comprehended the information presented. Extract 4.1 shows 

a sample of the correct responses. 

 

 Extract 4.1: A sample of the correct responses to Question 5 (i) 

In Extract 4.1, the pupil correctly mentioned who invited the Hyena. 

The pupil's correct response to this item might have been attributed to 

his/her ability to understand the passage. 

In contrast, some pupils gave incorrect responses to this item. These 

pupils did not understand the text comprehensive skills and failed to 

identify the requirement of the question. Accordingly, they wrote 

wrong answers such as invited to two parties, Mr. Elephant had a 

birthday and lion and hyena and finished all the food. Extract 4.2 

indicates a sample the incorrect responses. 

 

 Extract 4.2 A sample of the incorrect responses to Question 5(i) 

 

In Extract 4.2, the pupil wrote the habit that describes Mr. Hyena 

instead of naming who invited Hyena. This response indicates that the 

pupil did not understand the passage. Hence he/she failed to relate 

his/her answer to the question. 
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(ii) Which party did Mr. Hyena attend first? 

__________________________________________ 
 

This item tested pupil's ability to recall what had been said in the 

passage by mentioning the party which Mr. Hyena attended first. 

According to the passage, the correct answer was the wedding 

ceremony as the passage indicated. The pupils who wrote the correct 

answer understood the passage. Thus, they correctly identified the 

party that Mr. Hyena attended first. Extract 5.1 is a sample of the 

correct responses to the question. 

 

 Extract 5.1: Sample of a pupil's correct response to Question 5 (ii) 

 

Extract 5.1, the pupil wrote the correct response to the item by 

identifying the party that Mr. Hyena attended first. This pupil 

understood the passage and interpreted it correctly. Accordingly, 

he/she realised that Mr. Hyena attended the wedding ceremony 

before going to the birthday party. 

 

Conversely, the one who provided incorrect answers did not 

understand the passage. Hence they wrote incorrect answers such as 

went to, elephant, one day very cooking and Part. Extract 5.2 is a 

sample of incorrect responses to the question. 

 

 

 Extract 5.2: A sample of incorrect responses to Question 5 (ii) 
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In Extract 5.2, the pupil wrote what other animals were doing at the 

time Hyena arrived at the wedding ceremony. This pupil did not 

understand that the question required him/her to mention the party 

which Mr. Hyena attended first. 

 

(iii) What did Mr. Hyena find out when he arrived at the birthday 

party? 

___________________________________________ 

This item tested pupil's ability to recall what Mr. Hyena found when he 

arrived at the birthday party. The correct answer to this item was Mr. 

Hyena found out all the guests had finished eating. The pupils who 

provided the correct answer had skills that helped them to read and 

interpret the passage. Extract 6.1 is a sample of the correct 

responses. 

 

 Extract 6.1: A sample of the correct responses to Question 5 (iii) 

In Extract 6.1, the pupil correctly wrote what Mr. Hyena found out 

when he arrived at the birthday party. Pupil had skills in reading and 

understanding what was written. 

However, those who gave incorrect responses to this item failed to 

identify the requirements of the question; they failed to interpret what 

was in the passage and what the item required. These pupils provided 

incorrect answers, and others copied parts of the passage as their 

answers. Some of them wrote incorrect answers such as when he 
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reached there, hyena find out and were. Extract 6.2 is a sample of 

such incorrect responses. 

 

 Extract 6.2: A sample of incorrect responses to Question 5 (iii) 

 

In Extract 6.2, the pupil wrote what Mr. Hyena did after finding out 

that, at the birthday party, the guests had finished eating. The pupil 

failed to realise that the question needed him/her to state what Mr. 

Hyena found out after arriving at the birthday party. 

 

(iv) Why did Mr. Hyena want to attend both parties? 

_______________________________________ 

This item required the pupils to state on why Mr. Hyena wanted to 

attend both parties. The correct answer was Because he was greedy. 

The pupils who answered this item correctly understood that an 

excessive desire or appetite for food is called greedy. Extract 7.1 is a 

sample of the correct responses to the question.  

 

 Extract 7.1: A sample of the correct responses to Question 5 (iv) 

 

In Extract 7.1, the pupil correctly stated why Mr. Hyena wanted to 

attend both parties.  
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However, those who failed to answer this item correctly did not 

understand the text read. These pupils gave incorrect answers such 

as wanted to attend both parties and two parties mr. Elephant had 

birthday. Extract 7.2 is illustrative. 

 

 Extract 7.2: A sample of the incorrect responses to Question 5 (iv) 

 

In Extract 7.2, the pupil wrote some words from the passage without 

considering the requirement of the question. This pupil did not 

understand what was supposed to be written to answer the question. 

 

(v) What do we learn from the story? 

__________________________________________ 

This item tested pupil's ability to read and evaluate lessons from 

written information. The correct response was we learn not to be 

greedy like Mr. Hyena. The pupils who answered this item correctly 

realised that Mr. Hyena missed the food because of his greed. 

Therefore, the lesson that is delivered from the passage could be not 

to be greedy like Mr. Hyena. Extract 8.1 is a sample of a pupil's 

correct answer. 

 

 Extract 8.1: sample of a pupil's correct response to Question 5 (v) 
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In Extract 8.1, the pupil wrote the lesson that one can get from the 

passage provided. The pupil's response suggests that he/she had 

enough skills in evaluating written information.  

In contrast, the pupils who gave incorrect answers could not indicate 

the lesson from the passage. The pupils also lacked comprehension 

skills. As a result, they provided incorrect answers, such as again he 

found that they had finished, already finished all food and his story is 

Mr. Elephant. Extract 8.2 is a sample incorrect responses to the 

question. 

 

 Extract 8.2: A sample of incorrect responses to Question 5 (v) 

 

In Extract 8.2, the pupil wrote a sentence that tells about Mr. Lion 

having a wedding party instead of a lesson that one could get from the 

passage. The pupil did not understand requirement of the question. 

 

3.0 ANALYSIS OF PUPILS' PERFORMANCE PER COMPETENCY 

In English Language Standard Four National Assessment (SFNA) 

2021, three competencies were assessed. These focused on the 

pupils' ability to Comprehend oral and written information, 

Communicate orally and through writing, and Acquire and use 

vocabulary through three language skills namely writing, reading and 

speaking.  
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The general performance of pupils in this year's assessment was poor 

(36.07%). The pupils' performance in acquiring and using vocabulary 

through the three language skills assessed in Question 2, was 

average as 53 per cent of pupils scored from 3 to 10 marks (from 

average to very good performance). Their performance in 

communicating orally and through writing (Questions 3 and 4) was 

poor as 33.5 per cent of the pupils scored from 3 to 10 marks. In 

addition, the pupils' performance in comprehending oral and written 

information, assessed in Questions 1 and 5, was poor as 21.7 per 

cent scored from 3 to 10 marks. The summary for this analysis is 

presented in Appendix A.  

4.0 CONCLUSION 

Data analysis shows that the pupils' general performance in the 02 

English Language Standard Four National Assessment (SFNA) for 

2021 was good. A total of 1,138,452  pupils (72.94) passed by scoring 

a total of 10 to 50 marks. Those understood the requirements of the 

questions. Moreover, they had adequate listening and writing skills; 

They also acquired and used appropriate vocabulary; they had a good 

command of English grammar; and they managed to communicate 

through writing to create compositions. These pupils also 

comprehended written information.  

In contrast, a total of 422,424 (27.04%) pupils demonstrated poor 

performance. These pupils faced difficulties in comprehending oral 

and written information, communicating through writing and using 

vocabulary appropriately in various situations. Moreover, some of 

them failed to understand the requirements of the questions; hence, 

provided incorrect answers.  
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However, most pupils acquired and used vocabulary through the three 

language skills. Their performance in this competency was 53 per 

cent making it the highest performed competency when compared to 

Communicating orally and through writing (33.5%) and 

Comprehending Oral and Written Information (21.7%).  

 

5.0 RECOMMENDATIONS 

The pupils' performance in this year's assessment requires some 

measures to be taken to improve performance in the future 

assessments. The measures that are recommended are as follows: 

(a) Teachers should encourage pupils to use cards, pictures and 

 letters with common topics to interact in a simple way. By so

 doing, the pupils will develop competency in communicating 

 through  writing. 

 

(b) Teachers should guide the pupils through reading simple texts 

on different topics and comprehending the contents. They 

should also guide them through listening to narrations about 

general topics and  list main ideas. Consequently, the pupils 

will develop skills in  comprehending oral and written 

information.  

 

(c) Pupils should be assigned many reading-writing tasks. This 

 will improve their vocabulary as some of the pupils write one to 

 one pronunciation from other languages such as Swahili. 
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Appendix  

COMPARISON OF PUPILS' PERFORMANCE PER COMPETENCIES  

IN SFNA 2020 and 2021 

 
     

S/N 
COMPET-

ENCY 
SFNA 2020 SFNA 2021 

 
 Performance on 

each Question 

(%
) 

A
v
e
ra

g
e

 

R
e
m

a
rk

s
  

Performance on 
each Question 

(%
) 

A
v
e
ra

g
e

 

R
e
m

a
rk

s
 

 

  Qn. 
Number 

(%)  
Perfor
mance 

Qn. 
Numb

er 

(%)  
Performa

nce 

1. 

Comprehend 

oral  

and written  

information 

1 32.05 
27.85 Poor 

1 23.5 
21.7 Poor 

5 23.65 5 19.9 

2. 

Acquire and 

use 

Vocabulary 

through the 

four language 

skills. 

2 59.71 59.71 Average  2 53 53 Average 

3. 

Communicate 

orally and 

through 

writing 

3 54.80 

54.46 Average 

3 48.9 

33.5 Poor 

4 54.13 4 18.1 
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